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ASIF'S FAREWELL TEST 

Amidst all the excitement at 
the Eden Gardens, there was a 
note of sadness as the sixth 
and final India-Pakistan Test 
commenced Asif Iqbal, who 
led Pakistan for the last 
time, recounts the events that 
made this a memorable final 
Test. Former captain Sunil 
Gavaskar also reports on the 
drawn encounter 


17 INTERVIEWS 



Questioned on the Indo-Pak 
series that just ended, Sunil 
Gavaskar says India s victory 
was essentially a team 
effort though Kapil Dev was a 
major tilting factor and 
KIrmanI emerged as the best 
wicket-keeper in the world 
AsIf Iqbal on the other hand 
feels umpiring destroyed his 
batsmen's confidence, the 
batting failed but even so, had 
the series been played In 
Pakistan the results would 
have been reversed 
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I No more 
! Sunny 
days ? 

NO ' II CAN’T BE!” 
\J wds all that we 
tcuid uilei when the AIR 
n w bioufefa the shocking 
niv%s Ihdt our ‘Sunny’ 
could halt I elinquished the 
tupidincy dt iuch a mo¬ 
ment is unbelie\dble in it 
self but moie so keeping 
m mind his slei iing perlor- 
iiiduct dt Madras, and in 
thi past as captain , 

His knock ot 16(» not 
omj pio\<d his class once 
moie but also that the ma 
jor part of the Indian score 
as usual lesls on him 
though there have been ex 
ccptions 

Irut his taptaincy has, 
moie often than not been 
subject to ruthless and at 
times, sillv cntie-sm but 
that did not deter bun 
from retaining the ‘rubber’ 
against the West Indies, 
Australia, and now, Pakis 
tan 

Keeping m mind his 
spectdculai suci'ess in the 
18 Tests he has led so far, 
coupled with his own per 
foimance, one cannot but 
wall at the sudden deosjon 
It might be a well-dead 
ed move on his part, but it 
rtrldinlj has left cricket- 
losers heart broken 
The mutual affection Sunil 
ana his boys share might 
not lemain once someone 
else takes over and that 
might cause a setback to 
Ind an cricket May he 
chiioge hu-i mind soon 
RANJANA MUKHERJEE 
Jamalpur. 

' <<'TniE LAST BALL HAS 
I A been bowled, itie oats 
have been oiled and put 
away and around Lord’s the 
gland stands ate deserted 
and forlorn. We have said 
farewell to cricket We hav<* 
said farewell to cricket’s kiOg 
I And so ‘hats off ’ to the 
Jam Sahib — the prince of 
a little state but the king 
of a great game In the 
quality of his plav be is un¬ 
like anything that has been 
seen on the cricket field, 
certainly in our time There 
is extraordinarily little dis¬ 
play in his methods " 

The above was written 
■ some decades back about 


Ranji but it appears at 
was meant for Gava$ki 
after his marathon effo 
at the Oval, where, it mi 
be recalled, the last bi 
was not bowled It cou 
equally apply to Gavaski 
after his captam’s knock 
Madras against Pakista 
The only difference is th 
we have not said farewc 
to cricket — the farewell 
only to Gavaskar’s captai 
cy which be has relinquis 
ed on his own 

It is seldom that a su 
cessful captain like a su 
cessful poLtiaan, lays dou 
office on his own Gava 
kar, the true sportsms 
that he is has relinquish* 
the captaincy of the teai 
at the height of his succes 
“Hats off' then to Suni 
and let us wish lum mat 
a long innings sans tt 
cares of captaincy 

K CHANDRAMOUL 
New Dcjli 

JUST WHEN CRICKE 
lovers were basking m tf 
renected glory of the su< 
cessful inoian team and sk.j 
pel OavdsKar’s fans wei 
cementing their faith in tb 
wonder man s tried and tes 
ed ability to vitamuus 
Indian cricket, and not lo 
mg an opportumty to bestow 
1-toldyouso looks toward 
the anil Gavaskarians (th. 
cult diso exists), the captai 
himself comes up with 
jolung announcement — n 
nunaation of captaincy w.t 
unmediute effect To put : 
mildly, the announcemea 
geneiated a cocktail of n 
acuons. 

The legion whiCb staun t 
ly believes that the nations 
cricket received its muct 
needed shot in the arm onl; 
after Stuul Manohar Gavai 
kar was entrusted with th 
helm of the team is, n 
doubt, shocked and dejected 
whJe the lesser staffed ordr 
ance branch of uicket enthu 
siasts is smug. 

While It IS unwise to ha 
zard any surmise regardjii 
the rottfon d'«rc behind thi 
apparently sudden decision 
It may nonetheless, be borm 
in mind that if past expert 
ence is any md.cation, Ga 
vaskar has, more otten thai 
not, given proof of a well 
stacked upper stirev; a 
such, it follows that this de 
asion of ms — which hai 
managed to Kick up a lot oi 
dust — has not only beei 
well-calculated but aimosi 
computer-sed so as to be l 
sure-nre pronosition Sunnj 
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NOW PRBSBNTS A 

/ Jubilee \ 
/ Cricket Special \ 

l3n the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Board of Control for Cricker 
in India and English Cricket team's visit to India. 

A thorough survey of fifty years of Indian Cricket. Articles and features 
by well-known cricketers and eminent sportswiiters. Fully illustrated 
with brilliant colour and black and white photographs. 


How do they control 
cricket? 

An in-depth study of 
the activities of 
Board of Control 
for cricket in India. 
What ails our Cricket 
Control Board? 

How are the players 
selected? 

Batting and bowling 
in the last fifty 
years. 


Highlights:- 

The role of 
all-rounder in Indian 
cricket. 

Who are the eleven 
best cricketers of 
the last fifty years? 

National champion¬ 
ships of India. 

India's world records 
and test careers of 
Indian players. 

Interviews with 
veteran cricket- 
watchers- 
Marshneil 

on Vishwanath and 
Sunil Gavaskar. 


Life and times of 
Kapil deo 
A critique of 
Indo Pak Test series. 

Beautiful colour 
pictures of Indian, 
English and Pakistani 
cricketers. 

And many more j 
interesting articles,/ 
stories, poetry / 
and satire. / 
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Bust bave bad teaable rea- 
s^ns ot his own and lus pia 
finater buzzed out this d^- 
5100 as the best Hence, his 
' wish deserves due respect 
and it must be conceded that 
with pobtics invading the 
cricket wond ot lace, his re- 
hnqubhing of capta4ncy has 
been very well-timed, for 
obvious reasons. Also, step¬ 
ping down as be is when bis 
career-gr^pb has bit an all- 
time b.gb, Sunny has man¬ 
aged to earn both lavi^ and 
grudging appreciauon from 
all quarters and has carved 
'uite a comfortable niche for 
. imseif in cricket-loving 
•:arts. 

Ail said and done, those of 
- who will miss Sunny’s 
Jept captaincy can take 
consolation from ttae fact 
that he will at least continue 
to w.eld the willow and the 
day may yet dawn when 
(javaskar's book of records 
will zoom past even the il¬ 
lustrious Guinness Book of 
Kecords I And then, Gavas¬ 
kar has, with an admirable 
foresight, left open the op¬ 
tion of acoepting the cap¬ 
taincy once aga^n in future 
— We will look forward to 
that. 

RUMY ROY, 
AUahabatl. 

MR SUNIL GAVASKAR 
has d great sense of timing 
1 nothing else. He has been 
:iutlcT.ug for the past two 
iiomns tbat they are being 
iiadc lo piay too mucbi crtc- 
Iret and ttus is attecting 
their performances. But he 
>aw that no one was in the 
least bit interested. So he 
l;d the next best thing — 
resigned as the mastermind 
aehind the winning combi- 
lation. How sad, and just 
IS We were slowly and sure- 
y getLng to the top. And 
ill thhS in aid of tour 
vbteh should not have been 
ilanned anyway. 

Imagine a jaded Kapil 
)ev bmli^ to an in-fonn 
rivian Richards, And we 
uve no olH-«pinner worth 
lis sak to curb the left- 
landed brilUaooe of half 
he West Indies batting 
ineaip. No Gavaskar either 
o handle the pace of Hold- 
ag and Roberts and you 
lave the picture. Will some 
tatistkdan please tell me ot 
ny Test-idaying country in 
he tai^ory of Test cricket 
Laving played cricket at 
he highest level, round the 
lock, for twelve moottas? 
Vust India and Chinna- 
wamy and oo. to try and 
reate this new record. 

1 don’t tdame Gavaskar 
ir diring udiat be has done, 
the rest of the team has 
y tense they will do the 


same. Then we can send a 
second eleven to the West 
Indies captained by any Tbm, 
IHck or Harry. And if we 
get beaten we still do not 
lose face because k was 
only our second aleveo. 

Rut I do blame Gavaskar 
for churlishly refusing to 
captain the Calcutta and 
the Golden Jubilee Test. 
Probably he thought the re¬ 
fusal might be the neces¬ 
sary 220 volts needle to 
give a jolt to the compla¬ 
cent Board. Once again, 
kudos to Gavaskar. His 
timing has been perfect 
just like one of his patent 
flicks off his toes for four 
runs. A winner to be sure. 

BULBUL GUPTA, 

Bokaro Steel City. 

SACK HIM. YES. 1 MEAN 
Gavaskar. I strongly feel tbat 
this is the rif^ht time when 
the Indian Cricket Control 
Board can prove that one 
man doesn’t constitute a 
team of eleven. Gavaskar's 
decision to relinquish cap¬ 
taincy is an insult, not only 
to the cricket Board but 
also to the game of cricket. 
The Board should take im¬ 
mediate action on it so that 
the other players can learn 
a lesson from it. Players 
have to stop thinking they 
are ‘indispensable’. 

R. MEHTA 

IT’S HIGHLY DISGRACE- 
fui and unsporting of Gavas¬ 
kar to have refused going 
to West Indies as India’s 
captain. Gavaskar knuw.s 
that the West Indie.s tour 
will be a tough one troiii 
India’s point of view, ami 
probably in order to keep 
tiLs unteaten record of cap¬ 
taincy intact he has stayed 
back saying it is due to per¬ 
sonal reasons. Gavaskar 
himself has shown that he 
is vulnerable to genuine 
pace and this way will 
escape facing the West 
Indies fast bowlers. J wish 
Gundappa Vishwanath a 
ihappy and a successful tour. 

S. MOHAN. 

Bangalore. 

GAVASKAR’S DEaSipN 
is an insult to ail Indian 
players, from Sandeep Patil 
to Kapil Dev. Gavaskar's 
desire for underserved sup- 
premacy over his colleagues 
was more than obvious dur¬ 
ing the fifth Test. No doubt 
Gavaskar was one of the 
pillars of the Madras Test 
win, but he seems to think 
too much of himself. 

The wisest move 1 think 
vrauld be to ask Gavaskar 
CO earn his money through 
aomedung like the ‘Packer 
series’. He was given too 
much ol undue fame and 


} fotrtdne by all concerned.' 
’The Indian selection com¬ 
mittee certainly deserves 
this insuH from Gavaskar. 

H. MOHAMED JAN, 
Madras. 

EARLY LAST YEAR 
Gavaskar did not accept the 
leadership for the England 
tour and then gave a state¬ 
ment that he was disappoin¬ 
ted at being not given the 
captaincy. Now he has re¬ 
signed apd says he is not 
available for the Windics 
tour. Whatever may be th<* 
real reasons behind the re- 
situation, he knows that 
Windies are the strcHigc.st 
side in the world and he 
also knew that an English 
tour is the most difficult. 

Come pn Gavaskar, here 
Is a challenge. Accept it 

KUMAR K.'H., 
Bangalore, 

AUSTRALIAN CRICKET 
did not come to an end 
after Bradman’s^ retirement. 
Sunil who now Has cxnly the 
records of Bradman and 
Sobers above him is not go¬ 
ing to the Windies. Docs he 
intend to establish his world 
record after some rest by 
playing against Sri Lanka or 
New Zealand, I wish him 
the best of luck ! 

S. K. NABAR, 
Bombay. 

MOST LOVERS OF ‘HIE 
game will certainly have 
sometbing to say on Gavas¬ 
kar's reimqiushing the cap¬ 
taincy immediately after 
India’s victory a/t the Che- 
pauk. I am writing this 
letter to you immediately 
on hearing the 9 p.m. news 
today (January 20). And J 
congratulate ^ Gavaskar 
for doing so. la this gesture 
and in his desire not to 
participate in the Canbbean 
tour, he bas shown remark¬ 
able restraint. He epitomises 
the well-known saying 
“haste makes waste”. He i* 
in no burry to break Sir 
Don’s record or for the 
knighthood. In fact, Mr 
Gavaskar has proved emee 
again tbat every player, 
however, great and indis¬ 
pensable ne^ some time 
off from the sport to lead 
his/her normal life. 

Possibly, while relaxing, 
Mr Gavaskar may be preme 
to make a few more thou¬ 
sands by lending his mellow 
voice or his cute face for 
some cause other than cric¬ 
ket. But that’s his business, 
and no one, least of all the 
Cri-control Board, can 
grudge him that preroga¬ 
tive. 

I, theretore, request lovers 
of cricket to refrain fro|n 
being 'hung up’ over the 


tem'pora^ 

This mature 

certainly not legyii^' tl^ 
lock, stock and bariW'.-X 
us wish him and his ffni! 
|u lovely holiday just t 
way we %vish a colleague 
a friend 'hai^ hoUdgys’ 
the time of our annu 
leave. 

PARTHO SENGVPT 

Caieutl 

India settle an old 


score 

P LEASE CONVEY M 
heartiest congratulatioi 
to skipper Gavaskar and tt 
rest of the Indian team f 
winning the Madras Test at 
the rubber against Pakista 
Congratulations to Gava^i 
aga.n for his 23rd centui 
and especially to the Uol 
hearted young medium-pao 
Kapil Dev for his excellei 
knock of 84 and his deva 
tating analysis of 7 for ^ 
HASNE JAHAl 
University of ChUtagon 
Bangladesi 


MY HEARTY CONGRATI 
lations to skipper Gavaskt 
and his wonderful team f< 
bringing us an hJstorici 
victory by 10 wickets on 
lovely pitch at Chepauk. 

Though it was Gavaska 
who laid the foundation fo 
the win with his maratho 
innings of 166, it was tb 
lion-hearted Kapil Dev, th 
darling of the crowd, wh 
was the trump card of thi 
splendid victoiy. After 
swashbuckling innings of 
he came back like a livewir 
on the fourth afternoon ti 
wreck the backbone of thi 
Pakistani batting line-up. 

But let us not forget tb< 
superb performance rf Syei 
Kirmani behind the wickets 
and also of Roger Binny 
Chetan Chauhan, Yaslipa 
Sharraa, Karsan Ghavri am 
Di.jp Doshi. 

■liiree cheers to, the 
Indian team and hats off t( 
Gavaskar for his tremendniu 
leadcrshiip. 

K. P. GURUNATH 
Shahabad 

















Indians clcfp as Asif walks back to the pavilion 


A Sir IQBAL, WHO STABTED 
his Test career at National 
Stadium, Karachi, on October 24, 
1964 against Australia, bade fare¬ 
well to Test cricket on February 
3, 1980. What a perfect balance it 
was ! Or, to put it differently, it was 
a full circle. A CTicketer born in 
India and starting his first-class 
career too there, goes over to 
neighbouring Pakistan (for rea¬ 
sons beyond his control), starts his 
career anew, plays Test cricket 
and eventually sings his swan 
long on the soil of his birth. And 
he did this as captain of Pakistan 
at the conclusion of just one (and 
a somewhat controversial) series— 
which is something unusual. The 
Eden Gardens was, probably, nev¬ 
er accustomed to bidding farewell 
to the captain of a foreign Test 
ream. Precisely that is what lent 
AsiPs farewell appearance against 
India an air of poignancy and 
never before Asif bad any Test 
cricketer received the big stand¬ 
ing ovation which we witnessed 
that Sunday afternoon. Something 
which Asif will like to treasure 
in his memory. 

For Hyderabad-born Asif (June 
B, 1943) the Eden Test was his 
58th till date—^tbe highest by r 
Pakistan Test player. And hi» 
Test career figures as a batsman 
arc as foUows : 58 Tests, (109 
innings) 3,575, runs including 11 
centuries (the last of which was 
against India at Lahore in 1978) 
and an average of 35.05. He is no 
less prolific as a bowler—^in fact, 
it was actually as a bowler that 
he got the Pakistan Test cap— 
and in that capacity be has captur¬ 
ed 53 Test wickets at the cost of 
1,501 runs, with an average of 
28.32. He has also taken 36 catch¬ 
es in Tests. His highest Test score 
is 175, against New Zealwd in 


1972-73, and best bowling is also 
against New Zealand (1965) : 5 for 
48. 

Asif has had a chequered 
career. He worked and played for 
National Bank of Pakistan and 
then Pakistan International Air¬ 
ways. And, playing for the form¬ 
er against the latter, he got his 
career-best knock of 196. His care¬ 
er-best bowling figures (6 for 45) 
came when he tore through the 
Gambridge University attack as 
a Pakistan. Eaglets bowler. Asif 
Joined Kent in 1968 and won a 
place in the county’s first eleven 
that very year and led it in 1977. 
Kerry Packer’s talent scouts did 
not forget to net Asif in 1977. 

A gifted stroke-player, Asif is 
fond of aggressive batting. And 
It was only when he was appoint¬ 
ed captain of his country in the 
first Prudential World Cup tourna¬ 
ment that he tempered aggression 
with caution. His running between 
the wickets is a treat to watch— 
in his last Test innings he gave 
ample evidence of that. 

Asif will be remembered long 
for his capacity to change the 
complexion of a game. In his very 
third Test (January 26, 1965) he 
saved Pakistan from certain de¬ 
feat against New Zealand at Well¬ 
ington. When Pakistan were 19 
for 5, Asif’s gallant 52 not out 
saved the side. Two years after 
this AsiL together with Intekhab 
Alam, fought against England at 
the Oval with his back to the wall. 
Their partnership for the 9th wic¬ 
ket provided 190 runs (in 170 
minutes), which is still a Test re¬ 
cord. And Asif himself scored 146 
in 200 minutes. 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE 

PIX . NIKHIL 8HATTACHARYA 
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Memorable farewell 
to cricket 

ASIF IQBAL 


7St dav nPHK riRST thin(; 

* I noticed trom 
our dressing room 
was the colour ot the 
wicket, which was re 
inarkablv diHerent to 
the one we had seen 
on first reaching the 
ground two days ago. But this was 
expected. On close inspection, I real¬ 
ised that most of the grass had lieen 
taken off.and the wicket did nni leal- 
iy look satisfactory. KvervUiiiig ni 
the Eden Gardens, the best outfield, 
the magnificent stadium, the capacity 
crowd, looked beautiful As ,i school 
boy, I remember, and also altei 
migrating to Pakistan. I used to lis¬ 
ten to the commentary and every¬ 
body used to talk about the fast out¬ 
field and the fastest pitch in India 
at the Eden Gardens. But this wicket 
definitely did not look fast or bouncy 

Vishy gave me the team and I 
was quite surprised to see that Veng 


sarkar was not playing in thi.s Test. 
I must confess I was relieved too, 
because I think Dilip is a very fine 
bat.sman. We dropped Zaheer and 
Mudassar taking Ehteshamuddin and 
TasUm Arif—the latter armed with 
the best average on this tour. 

Vishy for the first time—and 1 for 
the last—went to toss. Again 1 called 
wrongly and Vishy must have been 
delighted to see the coin going his 
way. Without hesitation he said they 
would bat. It was a good toss to 
win, especially considering the 
wicket. 

1 felt a little strange walking to 
the field leading the team, knowing 
It was the last time. I also felt the 
boys really felt tor me, they really 
wanted to do well. ’I'hcy were trying 
to make me cheerful, to back me up 
and It really pleased me because I 
knew it was cximing from the bottom 
of their hearts. 



We opened with Imran from the 
High Court end and Sikanoer from 
the pavilion end—and the very first 
over confirmed my fears and doubts 
that the widiet was neither bouncy 
nor a good trade because the bail not 
only came at an uneven height, it 
also kept uneven pace. Most ot the 
time it was reaching Wasim Bari 
after bounemg in front of him. 

Both Sunil and Chetan started oil 
with great determination, at the 
same time managing to keep a rea¬ 
sonable scoring rate. 1 ^thought we 
were lucky once not to* have Sunil 
caught off Imran when the ball 
swung pretty late. Another time, wc 
all felt that Sunil was pretty close 
to being adjudged Ibw, but the deci¬ 
sion went in the batsman’s favour. 
It was Ehtesham who gave us the 
first break when he trapped Chetan 
Ibw trying to play across the line 

The No 3 position was given to 
Roger Binny for the first time in 
the series and we felt that if we 
could pressurise him by attacking 
we would get him out. He played one 
or two good shots, but he did not 
really look comfortable. And then 
we had a confident Ibw appeal turn¬ 
ed down when Iqbal Qasim bad 
Roger playing half forward right in 
front of the stump. The decision of 
the umpire is obviously final; be 
knows better because he is in a b^- 
ter position to judge the line and 
the direction of the ball. When Imran 
was brought back before lunch from 
the far end, he had Roger Ibw. 

Vishy came in to join his brother- 
in-law. The first ball he received as 
a captain, he tipped between guiiv 
and point to the boundary. I am sure 
that he was relieved doing that. Both 
Sunil and Vishy played quite conli- 
dentaliy. Just before lunch, Imran 
bowled a magnificent over to Sunil 
and 1 think a batsman of a lessor 
calibre - would have got out. But 
Sunil managed to stay there and 
India was 70-odd for two wickets at 
lunch. 

A fter lunch, i introduced 

Eliteshamuddin from the pavi¬ 
lion end and continued with Imran 
fro.n the far end. This paid divi¬ 
dends shortly when Ehtesham had 
Vishwanath trying to flick to the on- 
side a ball that pitched about middle 
stump and left him to take the off 
stump. 

Imran bowled a very good spell 
of four overs. He was just about to 
be taken off when he asked for one 
more over. He bowled a short ball 
to Sunil which I think the batsman 
lost sight of in trying to drive. But 
he turned his face and got the ball 
on the back of his neck without 
causing any serious injury to 
him. With two balls to go, 

we pressurised Sunil by having two 
men at silly point and one just be¬ 
hind for catching and the next 
ball from Imran saw Sunil playing 
rather abnormally and give a simple 
catch to Qasim at second slip. Per¬ 
haps a lesser batsman would have 






got away from it but Sunil, the per¬ 
fectionist that he is, was right be¬ 
hind the line of the ball. But he was 
deceived by the pace and the bounce 
that Imran got out of that ball. 

To be very honest, I was quite 
surprised to see Sunil standing when 
he got caught at second slip. One 
can understand if one gets caught bv 
the wicket-keeper and awaits the 
umpire’s decision. But this decision 
was straightforward. 

Yashpal and Falil then staged a 
very good fightback. These two took 
the score from !)9 to 187. Yashpal. 
in fact, stayed at the wicket loi 40 
minutes for just one run. And tiv 
whole Eden Oardens gave him a 
hearty ovation when he scored In'- 
second run. But Yashpal gave the 
iK'cessary support to Sandip who 
played some glorious shots (especi.il 
ly .some drives) and both of Ihi'iii 
went for tea unseparated. 

A 1 TER TEA, SIKANDER, BOWL 
ing from the pavilion end, dropp 
ed a simple return catch ol Sandip olf 
the first ball. Probably Sikander was 
not expecting the catch. Soon after 
being dropped, Sandip played .sonio 
inagniri<ent shots on both sides ol 
the wicket. To me he looked a class 
player.. 

Then we had a slight probii.vrn 
with the ball, for the first time since 
the introduction of English balls, the 
ball lost its shape and as there waspT 
any old English ball available we 
had to be content with using an 
old Indian ball. We used that foi 
three or four overs when it again 
went out of shape. The umpires man 
aged to produce an English ball this 
time. 

isoon after the change Imran got 
the vital wicket of Patil. .Sandi|) 
played a really gtwid knock tor hi 
team. And his innings was more 
valuable than the G2 luiis he actually 
scorerl. 

With Sandip gone, the hero of 
Indian victories at Bombay and 
Madras, Kapil, walked into a rousing 
reception, and looked straightaway 
in good form. He played very confi¬ 
dently and when I brought Qasim m 
the last over ol the day, he played 
a glorious cover drive to the tciicc 

According to me the honours were 
equally shared by the two teams on 
the da,v. 


2nddaY T”ere were se 

■■■ ven overs to go tor 
the new bal) and 1 gave 
Imran a couple <>1 
ovci s to see if we 
couki break the , part¬ 
nership before the new 
ball was taken. Both 
Kapil and Yashpal showed their in¬ 
tentions of scoring quickly before 
the new ball Ix'camc due and in the 
first over that Iqbal bowled they 
took 10 runs. 




A sad hhnv lor India—skrxtper Vishwanalh loses his off stump (O Ehte- 
sham 


Luikilv, We got tile nuiih-needed 
break when Iqb.il lined Kapil to 
ixiine down llu- wiikel to diive and 
niis.s (lie hall .ind he wa.s out to a 
brilliant pieie ol Wicket-keepiiut 
Ironi Wasini Bari iK^rau.se not only 
did the ball lonie Ixdween bat and 
pad. It akso bounced pretty awkward¬ 
ly just in fiont ol the slumps. That 
was what W(.‘ wanted a.s when the 
new ball did bi-iome due. We would 
be bowling to new bat.sman Kirmam. 

Both Kiri and Ya.slipal were play¬ 
ing pretty comlortahly but Imran,, 
on seeing a new batsman in, wanted 
to have another go even though the 
new ball was due after two overs. It 
was a pitv that when he did manage 
to gel one on the off side to Jilt 
sliglillv. Ma|i<l dropped a simple 


catrli oil the tending Yashpal. Majid 
wasn’t expelling it and he was pro- 
bablv un.'.ighted by the crowd sit¬ 
ting behind the batsman. 

That chance gone, we thought we 
might have to struggle to get Yash- 
pals wicket But there was another 
piece ol bad luck tor iij when 
Khtesham, bowling from tfe pavilion 
end, managed to bring one in sharp¬ 
ly to Kill who shullled across and 
took the b.ill low oil his pad.s. 'We 
h,id no doubt what.suevei that he 
was leg l>i-lore. But once again, un- 
fortiiiialelv. the decision went against 
the lieldmg s.de 

I look the new ball «nd Imran 
straight.iwav iKiwIed a magnificent 
over. I.b!e-.h..i/n. Iioni the other 




end, also bowled well. The bats>- 
men had guile a bit of luck on theii 
side a* time and again they played 
and missed. At 11 o’clock we ob¬ 
served two minutes’ .silence in me¬ 
mory of the Marty r.s and maybe that 
helped us, because it seemed that 
Yashpai. who was playing very 
straight, lost concentration and, off 
the very first ball that Imran bowl 
ed after that break, hr nicked to 
Wasim Bari, who took a very ggocl 
catch low down on the right side. 

With the new ball still hard and 
firm We wen guite hopeful that we 
would Ik' able to poli.sh oil the 
Indian innings beloie lunch. Thi.s 
was not to b<*, because Karsan and 
Kiri started playing pretty conli- 
dentlv. And for onc'C we saw 
Ghavri playing a defensive role. 
Usually Ghavri is an attacking bats¬ 
man. Kirmani played some really 
goex! shots, especially off the back 
foot, and this was one partnership I 
would have been very happy to see 
brttken because after this, there 
were only Yadav <ind Doshi to fol¬ 
low. linran was really very un¬ 
lucky because hp was often beating 
the bat, but not hitting the stumps. 
Imran bowled for one and a hall 
hours this morning, which lor a 
bowler of his type was really a great 
etfort. 1 was really feeling soi i \ 
tor him becau.se he deserved more 
than the wickets he ended up with 

Uy lunch, Karsan and Kirmani had 
taken India to a respectable score 
and wc felt Irustraled because the 
ball wasn’t really doing too much 
..nd the batsmen h.tcl all the luck. 
Our fielding also hniked a bit untidy 

After lunch Wp decided to settle' 
tor a defensive lield because witn 
the wicket plavmg as it did yestei- 
day and thi.s morning 1 thought the 
first innings aggregate was going to 
be vital. The uneven bounce and the 
slownc.s.s ol the pitch would make 
our batsmen grope for imns and, so 
far, they hadn’t really had a gooci 
batting series. 

The trap that we set for Kirniaui 
paid off and Yadav then joined 
Karsan. They scored mainly in 
singles rather than playing their 
shots. Off the last ball ot Imran's 
post-lunch spell Karsan played oil 
the back foot to Sikandcr fielding 
at mid-wicket not very deep. Shivlal 
called for a run and, without realis¬ 
ing that the danger end was the one 
Karsan was running towards, went 
for it. Luckily, Sikander’s smart 
throw hit the stumps directly and 
Karsan was run, out. 

When Imran saw Doshi coming in, 
he thought he would pick up his 
lifth wicket and asked for another 
over. But, as it happened so many 
times in this series, the tail-cnders 
managed to score a reasonable 
amount of runs, Doshi survived a 
chance and played one or two un- 
arthodox and good shots ot his own 
style and managed to add 25 runs 
with Shivlal before Ebtesham bowl¬ 
'd him. 


I'he Pakistan bowling today was 
as ragged as the fielding. I thought 
that, tor once in this series, we 
didn’t really do our best on the 
lield. Of all people, Majid—^who 
has the safest pair of hands — 
dropped two catcihes. The bowling 
honours went to Imran and £bte- 
shum, both taking four wickets 

I'.ith. 

Sadiq, along with Test debutant 
Taslim Arif, opened the Pakistani 
mmngs alter tea against Kapil Dev 
liom the far end. Kapil had an 
.ittackmg field and the crowd be¬ 
hind him. It was a vc;ry giKxl first 
over by Kapil, a maiden and I am 
suie quite a lew heaits m tbe Pak- 
i.stani dressing room fluttered when 
Sadiq played one chest-high. 

'la.'-lini Ant opened his account 
m Test ciicket with a beautiful 
covc'i diive off Karsan for a four 
and soon afterwards, m the same 
over, had a lucky ci.sc'apt' when he 
tiled to pu.sh another one to the 
vacaiu aiea, gut an edge and wa^ 
diopped behind the wicket when, 
despite great attempts, Sunil and 
Visliy could not gel tu tbe ball 
whuii came oti the hands of 
Kii muni. 

raslini looked a mure confident 
and compact player alter that. He 
[ilaved his .shuts while also present¬ 
ing a very sound detente. Both 
batsiiK'H well' looking good, except 
once <11 twice whi'ii Sadiq was beat- 
<• 11 . trying to Hash oul-side the off 
.slump. lAentually Kapil, bowling 
loiinil the wickc't, tr.ipped Sadiq in 
iionl ol the wicket. That was a vital 
blow .IS It was important for Pakis¬ 
tan to have a left-hander stay at 
the wicket — because the bowlers 
Imd it difficult to ad|ust to a diffe- 
lent line. 


With Sadiq gone, Majid joined 
Taslim. Majid, after dropping tho.sc 
two catches, wa.s leally feeling very 
low but .It close ot play, both he 
and Taslim were there with 20 odd 
lulls each to their credit with Pak¬ 
istan 57 lor one. Both the batsmen 
had applic'd themselves well and | 
played off the front foot most o.‘ j 
the time. 1 


3rdday |7 
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of composure 
suited in our 


OH THE riRST 
time in the seik^s. 
our batting looked 
compo,sed, determined 
and effective. It was 
ironical that this came 
about in our last Test, 
because it was the lack 
in our batting that rC' 
losing the series 


II was Tasleem Arif, along with 
Nt.ijid who brought about this change. 
Tasleem tarried his bat almost 
through the day. This was a magni¬ 
ficent effort and I sincerely wish_ this 
boy continues playing for Pakistan 
for many years. He looked confr 
dent, played with a straight bat and 
gave the other Pakistani batsmen a 
lesson in concentration. Majid, too, 
looked much more relaxed and com¬ 


posed than he had in the last fev 
matches. 

I took the light roller this morn 
fng, after having a small conferena 
in which we decided that since the 
bounce on the wicket was uneven 
especially from one end, stroke-plaj 
was almost impossible and our bats 
men would graft for runs, to wip< 
off the 250-odd deficit wc faced. 

Majid escaped a confident le£-be 
fore appeal by Kapil Dev, who was 
trying to gel his . hundredth TesI 
wicket. Though Kapil managed tc 
beat the bat on a couple of occasions 
with his pace, movement nlT the 
wIckc't and the help of the unever 
bounce, he failed to break the part 
nership. Then Maild had a luckv 
break when. In trying to cut oil 
Biiiny, the ball almo.st went to Kapi 
Dev at gully. 

But Majid was dismissed in 
strange fashion, caught behind. The 
bowler, the wicketkeeper and the' 
sli|) cordon, appealed in three stages 
and the spiictators, sitting directly 
behind and getting a clear view, were 
all, I think, quite surprised when thi' 
umpire declared Majid caught be¬ 
hind. Majid just stood there In dis¬ 
belief. I feel the thing that really 
out the umpire in doubt was the 
.dekiyed movement of! the wicket. 
It was sad that the decision went 
again.st us. 

This is wh.it 1 h.ive ini'ant when 
I’ve said in the past tlial oiii bal.s- 
mcn lost coiifidcncie in thi'iiisi'lves 
for a vaiicty ol reasons One ot 
the.se has been tin' f.ut lb.it we won' 
really afr.iid to play freely because 
we apprehended that, should the hall 
hit the pad or touch anvtlnng uthei 
than the bat, there was a possibility 
that the appeal would be- upheld 
This caused the downfall ol many ol 
our batsmen on several occasions in 
tins particular series 

Javed Miandad, who (oinecl 
Tasleem, immediately got into stiide 
and in the nearly 'll luns-partncr- 
ship, he was the dominant oaitnci. 
Jfe played all around the wicket and 
••xeruted some beautiful oii-diives 
and a magnifictml cxiver di ive olf 
Kapil which, I thought, was the shot 
of the da.y. They took the score to 
185 before Javed, trying to pla.\ 
cross to a ball off Karsan that kept 
low, was out leg before. 

Haja, the top scorer in the seiles, 
joined Tasleem and immediately we 
felt that the right-left batting com¬ 
bination would g’ve the Indian bow¬ 
lers some trouble. And indeed it 
did, because we .saw that Doshi wa.s 
oof sure whether to bowl over or 
around the wicket. The batsmen 
were helped by the fact that Vistiy, 
strangely, delayed taking the new 
ball. 

Kapil eventually got his hundredth 
wicket—and that, too, the prize one 
of Tasleem. I felt sad for Tasleem, 
because he definitely deserved u 
century on debut. He flicked a ball 




very firmly off his toes and Chetan 
at short leg, diving to his left, held 
on. Congratulations to Kapil for 
achieving this marvellous fealt I 
am sure the whole cricket world is 
waiting to see or hear of him for 
years to come. He needed seven 
more runs to total a thousand and 1 
was sure it wouldn’t take him long. 
And what a marvellous achievement 
that was—100 runs and 100 wickets 
in only 18 months of Test cricket... 

I was quite moved by the nice 
and warm reception I got from the 
marvellous crowd of Eden Gardens. 
They applauded me and it was also 
nice to see Vishy, Sunil, and other 
Indian players clapping for me as I 
walked out fur maybe my last ap¬ 
pearance in the Test arena. Tbc 
first ball that I received was a full 
toss which I lost in the crowd but 
luckily tor me I just managed to 
pick it up and it took the thick out¬ 
side edge of my bat and went for 
four. And 1 thought it wasn’t bad 
for a player to score a four off the 
first ball he received in the last Test 
in his career. With only about 10 
minutes to go the only thing I had 
in iny mind was to hang on and then 
plan the strategy for the last two 
days on the rest day. 

T feel the performance' of the bats¬ 
men today definitely satisfied the 
Eden Gardens crowd, but 1 was a 
little disappointed in them. In the 
first two days, I had all praise for 
the Calcutta crowd as they appland- 
ed good cricket from both sides. 
But today, T noticed that when we 
reached 150. then 200 and 250, 
the crowd did not really show 
their appreciation. 

A little note of lightness was the 
sight of little Rohan Gavaskar going 
on the ground with the drinks trol¬ 
ly. In think it was cute to see the 
little boy go out with the 12th man 
of the Pakistan team and the crowd 
really applauded and appreciated it. 

I T WAS A FANTAS 
tic day’s cricket. 
All Eden Gardens was 
agog with speculation 
when I and Raja went 
out to bat in the 
morning. I was think¬ 
ing on the lines of a 
declaration, even behind the Indian 
total, but I wanted to gauge the 
wicket before I made up my mind. 

The last ball of the first over from 
Kapil jumped quite awkwardly and 
Raja was lucky to see the ball land 
in no man’s land. Then Raja played 
two shots off Karsan which showed 
what a truly great batsman he is. 
The second shot with which he reach¬ 
ed his 50 was one of the best shots 
1 have seen from him and must have 
been the best shot of the match. 

It was then that it struck me that 
I should find out why Sunil was not 
fielding. I asked Vishy and he told 
me Sunil was ill and had a sore 


throat. I felt then that he might not 
be able to open the innings. This 
could be the break we were waiting 
for. And that’s whv I immediately 
declared. When I told Vishy of my 
decision he couldn’t believe hi.s ears. 
And the whole stadium suddenly 
erupted into applause as they realis¬ 
ed that I had made the match come 
alive. And I was glad that I could 
show the people what positive cricket 
was all about. 

1 was further happy when I reach¬ 
ed the dressing room and all the 
Pakistani players made it clear they 
were behind me. There was an at¬ 
mosphere of aggression, of a chal¬ 
lenge to be met. 

And what a marvellou!! job Imran 
did in his opening .spell. First h" 
had Binny got by Raja at .slip off an 
edge when the batsman tried to pull 
lo the on a ball that was on the off 
and moving away Then in cam<- 
Kirmani, to the surprise of all, to 
perish soon when he couldn’t get 
away from an Imran ball that rose 
sharply. Sadiq dived to his right 
and did the rest. We were now 
back in the game. 

Vishy joined Chetan, who wa.s 
defending dourly. As in the first 
innings, Vishy got a four off the 
first ball, this time through the 
vacant fourth slip position. 

Imran, obviously encouraged by 
the uneven bounce, bowled a very 
ho.stile over to Vishy. It was then 
that Vishy got hit. This ball, one 
of the quickest in the Test, pitched 
just short and went through so quick¬ 
ly that Vishy did not have a chance 
of getting away was hit painfully 
on the head. Vishy took some time 
to recover but when he did he was 
dg.iin right behind the line of the 
ball to Imran. His end came sadly 
when he played over a full toss, 
which r think he lost sight of in the 
background. It was also a beautiful 
ball, the right kind of full toss 
which ended as a yorker to uproot 
the middle stump. We had got the 
vital wicket we wanted. 

Sandip came in and straightaway 
got into stride with some really good 
shots. Rut then Elitesham got Chetan 
with a ball that kept low and had him 
plumb Ibw. Sunil, looking in a very 
bad shape, joined Sandip. I guessed 
that both would try and play shots 
to disperse the cordon of close-in 
fielders and this is what happened. 
Some off-drives that the two playea 
were really very difficult shots to 
play on this type of a wicket. 

Sandip experienced no difficulty in 
leaning into Ehtesham’i deliveries 
■and driving him so 1 replaced 
Ehtesham with Imran. That check¬ 
ed the flow of runs. And then we 
got the wicket of Sandip by a run¬ 
out, just when the two looked like 
taking the initiative from _us 
Sandip’s attempted run was suiddal 
and he was out by yards when Sikan- 
der’s throw hit the stumps. Imran 


then got Sunil out with a rising Adi* 
very that took his gloves to ^ve a 
catch to Miandad at the bat and pad 
position. 

Kapil then joined Yashpal. In* 
lerestinglv enough, Yashpal had come 
ill with all the protective gear pos¬ 
sible—helmet, chest pad and thigh 
pad I suppose the reason was as 
much the. bad patch on the wicket 
as the f.ict that he could be playing 
in the West Indies. I think he act¬ 
ed wisely. If one isn’t confident 
III facing short-pitched deliveries of 
fast bowlers, why shouldn’t one take 
protective measures ? 

Kapil and Yashpal were obviously 
undei pressure so they played a little 
■^h.ikily. Moreover, Kapil had the 
additional pressure of needing only 
seven runs to reach his Test thou¬ 
sand He wa.s almost run out but 
Sikandei’s throw missed the stumps. 
He then got that seventh run with 
e beautiful cover drive off Sikandcr. 
Besides the entire stadium, the 
Pakistani team joined in the ovation. 
I was personally very happy because 
when Kapil had come lo Pakistan 18 
months ago 1 had predicted that he 
would be a vital force in the team 
and 1 had been proved right. 

Yashpal and Kapil stayed on and 
were threatening to take the initia¬ 
tive away when Ehtesham induced 
Yashpal to go back on a ball that he 
should have played forward and sent 
his middle stump knocking. Qasim 
then bowled Kapil neck and crop. 

We them got Yadav out by .bowl¬ 
ing to a plan. I told Iqbal Qasim 
the best way to get Yadav out was 
to bowl slowly to him so he would 
sweep. If he swept, the ball could 
go in the air because of the rough 
patches ; and if he didn’t he would 
still want to play across the line 
And that is what happened. Iqbal 
tossed, Yadav played and missed. 
The second ball was tossed up again 
and driven straight back to Qasim 
for a simple return catch. 

Doshi and Ghavri managed to stay 
on till the end, aided by a missed 
stumping chance. In (act. Pakistan’s 
fielding was quite ragged today, with 
Bari missing a catch—not too diffi¬ 
cult for a ’keeper of his calibre— 
apart from the stumping. At t’ 
end of the play, I was quite reli' 
to hear that the diagnosis on V 
had shown that there was noth, 
seriously wrong with him. 

I N THE VERY FIB 
over of Ehtesi' 
a very close catch y. 
niissed by Qasim a 
it A'ent for lour rui 
It was very frustratui • 
specially ^r.usc afu 
that chance both Kat 
san and Uoshi played very sensibly 
and with a straight bat and utilised 
very valuable time lor India. They 
hung aiound for nearly 40 odd 1 
minutes and that tiustratcd us. 
One bouncer from Imran had Doshi 
in the midrift and he doubled up 
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India *«»«• Pakistan hixik wieket tmi Mtch of tke 
m94» oommAi. ptoyod M tiHi Edon OwdeM, C»lcu«t», from 
2».1.))0 (TaomUor) to S^JM <8u«doy>. L2JI0 ilViday) betaiK the 
root. dojr. * 

CopteiBO :l O. & VlskwBBBth (India) and Aalf I«iial Baovi 
iJPMclvtui) 

WIckot-keeparo : 8. H. K. Xlnoanl (India) and Waolm Bari 
(PakiKtan) , _ 

Ulh nioa: Aloko Bhattaokarya (India) and Mokoin Kkaa 
IPaklataa) 

Oobnts TaMlm Arff (PMOatan) 

: '' Tooo worn by : ViahwaaaUi 

' INDIA (18T SNNINfW) t 

V OaTaakar c Qasim b Imran 44 (166 mto., S6 ballo, 6 fours) 
;^|tho ball cocked up from tho good length spot, hit the handle 
‘.iM .tho bat and treat to oocond slip) 

i/ CHauhan Ibtr b Ehteoham 18 (73 mu., 36 bolls, a fours) 
^'Ishufflad across and missed the lino) 

Blnny Ibw b Imran 15 (36 mU.. 35 balls, 2 fours) (beaten 
"ibr a quickish delivery that cut bock sharply) 

Vtehwanath b Bhtesham 13 (30 mts., 26 boils, 2 fours) (tried 
.to drive but missed the lino) 

Patll b Imran 62 (167 mts.. 100 balls, 9 fours) (beaten by 
''.tba Incoming delivery) • 

^'^TSshpal c Bari b Imran 82 (247 mU. 148 balls. 9 fours) 

' tedired' an outgoing delivery and the wicket-keeper took a smart 
catch diving to his right) 

•' Kapil St. Bart b Qasim 16 (43 mU., 34 bolls. 1 four) (stepped 
out to drive, but beaten by the flight and was stumped) 

• . .Klrmanl c Qoslm b Ehtesham 37 (116 mts., 72 balls. 3 fours) 
(Aloked to the leg and was taken brilliantly at square leg) 

Q^vrl ran out 18 (83 mU.. 42 balls, 1 four) (Ohavr) pushed 
'the ball to the short mld-wicket and went for a sharp single. 

. lait Slkander hit the stumpe Tith a direct throw) 
h , Tadav not out 18 (79 mts.. 60 balls, 1 four) 

' ' rDoehl b Bhtesham S (63 mU., 83 bolls) (wild drive, ml-sscd 
line) 

Bsima ; 37 (b 8, lb 9. ab 15) 

;::tc(rAii m mu.. 109 otwo) 

■ ‘ifiaiX dP WIOKBTB : 1 for 48 ((Thauhan, Gavaskar 26 n.o.. 
[,),|Ktius In 75 mts.), 2 for 72 (Blnny, Gavaskar 34 n.o.; 24 runs 
'^“•*,15 niU.); 91 for S (VIshwnnnth, Gavaskar 39 n.o.; 19 runs In 
..‘JP9 mU.)} 4 for 99 (Gavaskar, Patti 3 n.o.; S runs in 12 mts.): 

: K fsr 187. (Patll. Tashpal 31 n.o. 88 runs In 143 mts.) ; 6 for 218 
‘Tnidipnl 85 mp.; tt runs In 48 mts.); 7 for 262 (Tash- 
KlrmaLnl 8 n.o,; 84 runs la 67 mts.); 8 for 392 (Klrmanl. 
•''“‘gvrl 8 mo.; 49 runs In 67 mU.); 9 for 307 (Ohavrl. Tadav 
k«.; 15 runs In 24 mts.); 10 for 881 (Doahi, Tadav 18 n.o.: 
lljiM la 68 Beta) 

■ ■ 

yXP : Patll at .36 and India 143 for 4 was dropped by 
.^Aer fit hb own bonriing. Toahpal at 36 and India 218 for 
dropped by Hajld at flrse slip' off Imran. Klrmanl at 
* bidia 287 for 7 was lucky to survive when Qsslm failed 
I the oateh at abort thlfdinan off Imran. 

^•jdDBXNO PATTBBNj 60 runs In 81 mts. off 13.6 overs; 
ins in 181' fnta. off 38.2 oveni; 160 runs In 262 rots, off 64.1 
, 809 runs (h 318 pats. aS 87 overs: 260 runs In 397 mts. off 
' oven; Bn runs In 480 mts. (df 98.2 overs. ' 

MWUNO : Imian 83-6-87-4; Slkander 22-5-87-0; IChteaham 
(Jsslm 17-8^1: Majid KD-10-0, 

,^iBt8TAN (1ST INNINGS) 

cri'C' -iDidki Ibw b KapU 5 (33 mta., 26 bolls, 1 four) 

H ^beaten by tha In-conUng dellverv and plumbed In front of 
wicket) 

Arif c Chauhan b KapU 90 (434 mts.. 368 bails, 4 (ours) 
iKcd off his toes and was taken brilliantly at backward short 

/r^Kalld c Klrmanl b Blnny 66 (190 mts., 139 balls, 6 fours) 
‘;j-i<heatain by the out-swingar and edged to wicket-keeper) 

'' -- ' .Mlaadad Ibw b Giiavrl 80 (98 mts., 77 baUs, 6 fours. 1 five) 

'fv tahaffiad across to driva to mid-wicket, but missed the line) 
‘Bn)» noi oul 5C (125 mte.. 101 Iwlls. 6 fours) 

AMf not out 6 <86 affa.. id baUs) 

Betnm : 17 (b K nb t) 

TOTAJU: 378 for 4 dec!.. (451 mts., 88L5 overs) 

VfALI. 4M^ 'WTCKjnrS > 1 for 30 (SOdiq. Arif n.o. 18: 20 runs 
mts.), 2 tor lU ((waltd. Arif n.o. 48. 92 runs In 190 mts.). 
185 (Hlandod. Arti‘n. 0 . *2, 73 runs In 96 tnia.). 4 for 268 
^l^f,. ltnjn.41 0.0.; 73 runs In l(n mts.) 

''TiXTM : AfK gt 4 and Pakleiaii at 4 for no loss was dropped 
Wdiwa^h at flfat im<dr Ohavrl: Arif again at 36 and 
^MAn 7T Idr 4«s vns’Wivped by Gavaskar at oacund slip off 
Majid'at-a* Imd twictlrtaa 87 for one was lucky to survive 
Kapil’At gully tailed, to hedd a catch off Blnny. 


. wAnk. mu 

run’s In 304 iMs. off 4&^ Awera,’ ISO runa hi aff mts. off 80il ovaM. ' 
200 runs In 347 mts. off 76.2 overs, TSOrruns lit 409 nts. 

91.8 overs.’ 

i 

BOWUNG ; Kapil 26-4-56-A Ohavrl ai.5-8-774: Blnny 
17-3-36-1: Doshl BMS-88-0; Tadav 10-0-89-0 

INDIA (2ND INNINGS) 

(?hauhan Ibw b ESitesham 21 (102 mta, 49 balls, 1 (Our, 1 .ffva) 
(played back and plumbed In front of the wicket) 

(Blnny c Raja b Imran 0 (12 mts.. 9 baito) 

(tried to push to the mld-wicket, but got an edge to gully) 
Klrmanl o Sadlq b Imran 0 (12 mta, 6 balls) ' 

(tiieid to play deftjnalvely to a rising 'delivery and offered a 

simple catch to forward short leg) . 

Vishwanatli b Imran 13 (48 mts., 33 balls, 1 tour) 

(missed the line of a full-toss delivery) 

Patll run out 31 (68 rots., 46 balls, 6 fours) 

(pushed the ball to mid-on and went (or a sharp singla, 
SIkander's throw hit the slumps ^ non-strtker’s end directly) 
Gavaskar c Javed b Imran 16 (3S mts., 23 balls, 3 (ours) 

(the ball jumped from a nasty patch and forced the batiaban 
to offer a simple catch at forward short tog) 

Tashpal b Eaitesham 21 (68 mts., 48 baits, 4 foul's) 

(tried to drive on the back foot, but missed the line and lost 
tho middle-stump) 

Ka|)tl b Qasim 90 (106 mts., 76 balls. 4 fours) 

(tried to drive a flighted delivery but missed the line] 

Ghavrt not out 37 (146 mts., 104 balls, 4 tours) 

Tadav c and b Qasim 3 (.30 mts.. 28 balls] 

(tried to drive and offered a return catch to the bowler) 

Doshl c Astf b Imran 6 (60 mts., 30 balls) 

(flicked the rising delivery to the leg and Aslf at ferward short 
leg accepted his last catch (n Test cricket) 

Bstras • 28 (b 9, lb 8. nb 16) 

TOTAIj ; 206 (349 mts., 70.4 overs) 

FALL or WICKETS : 1 for 7 (Blnny. Chauhan B n.6,; T runs 
in 13 mts.); 2 for 10 (Klrmanl, cihauhan 7 n.o.; 3 rtins In tZ 
mts.); 3 for 3'l (VIshwanath, (^auhan 7 n.o,; S runs in 38 
mts.); 4 for 48 ((Siauhan, Atll 7 n.o.; 15 runs In 24 Bits.); 

5 for 88 (Patll, Gavaskar 14 n.o.); 40 runs In 27 mts.); 6 for 92 
(Gavaskar, Tashpal 0 n.o.; 4 runs In 9 mta.); 7 tor 185 (TssHpal, 
Kapil 18 n.o.; 43 runs In 69mts.); 8 for 162 (Kapil, GhavH 9 n.o.; 

27 runs In 47 mta.); 9 for 178 (Tadav. Ghavrt 15 n.o.; II runs 
in 36 mts.); 10 for 206 (Doshl, Ghavri 37 n.o.; 32 runa In 60 mta.) 

LTVEB ! Kapil at 1 and India 96 for 6 was lucky to survive 
when Slkander misjudged a catch off Imran at short mld-wlckat; 
Ghavri at 4 and India 157 tor 7 w>is dropped by Raja at gully 
off Imran. 

800BIN0 PATTEBN : 60 In 116 mts. off 18.4 overs; 100 runs 
111 166 mis. off 30.3 overs; 150 runs In 231 mts. off 46.1 overs; 

200 runs In 329 mts. off 66.4 overs. 

BOWUNG ; Imran 23.4-3-63-6; Slkander 5-2-18-0; Ehthesham 

19- 8-44-2; Qasim 21-6-60-2; Raja 1-0-2-0. 

PAKISTAN (2ND INNINOB) : 

Arif c and b Blnny 45 <161 mts.. 9!l balls, 4 fours) . 

(tried to lift over mtd-wicket, mistimed and offered a rsturn 
catch) 

Sadlq b Ohavrl 8 (62 mts.. 37 balls] 

(beautiful In-swtnger that took the middie-stump) 

Majid b poshi 11 (48 mts., 39 balls, 1 four) 

(went for a big hit and was beaten by the torn) 

Uiandad e and b Doshl 46 (149 mU.. 96 balls. 3 foura) 

(tried to drive, but offered a return catch to tho bowl«<) 

Raja run out 12 (47 mts.. 29 badls) 

(pushed the ball To the square leg and left the crease for a short 
single but (Thauhan threw to Klrmanl who whipphd off t&a bolla 
before the batsman returned to tho craase) 

Aslf run out 16 (45 mta., M balls) 

(slipped on the ground while taking the aeqond nu) and Doslit 
whipped off the balls at tho non-striker’s end) 

Imran not out 19 (SI mta., 4i baHsi s foont, 1 atg) 

Bart not out 0 (42 mts., 45 bolls) 

Extras ; 22 (b IS, lb 7, nb 2) 

TOTAD: 179 for S wkU. (809 mta., 58 overfo. 

FALL OF WICKETS : 1 for M (Sadlq. Arif n.d. M; 84 nilia 
In 62 mts.), 2 for 68 (Majid. Arif 80 n.o.; 84 runs In 45 mts.), 

3 for 85 (Arif. Mlandad t2 n.o:; 18 runs In M isda.), 4 for Ml 
(Raja, Mlandad 15 n.o.; 26 nins In 47 mts.),. 8 for 154 (Aslf, 
Hiandsd 42 n.o.- 43 runs In 45 aats.), $ for 162 (Mlandad. Duran 

4 n.o.: S runs in 9 mts.). 

BCOBINO PATTEKN: 60 runs In 94 mui, .Off I7.B oveni; 

100 runs in 187 mts. off 36,4 overs; 150 runs In 843 mts. off 
47 overs. 

DOWLING; Kapil 3D-7-45G, Ohavrl tl-Sktl-l. . Doshl 

20- 5-45-2, Blnny 8-2-20-i. Tadav 4-8-1041 ' 

MATCH DMAWN 





but luckily, no Mtious Injury was 
caused. And it was Imran who even¬ 
tually had him caught at leg slip. 
So the Indian innings folded and 
we bad to score 265 in about an 
hour and ten minutes before lunch 
and two sessions after lunch, (^n- 
sidering the wicket, it was not an 
easy task for we bad to have wic¬ 
kets in band to be able to force a 
result towards the end when the 20 
mandatory overs would start. 

We started confidently with Tas- 
lim Arif and Sadiq Mohammad 
p.aying sensibly. Since there was 70 
minutes of play before lunrii> wc 
dcaded that we were not to lose 
any wickets and try and pick up 
the singles and try to score 40 runs. 
Both I'asiim and Sadiq played very 
conndcntly. Taslim played some glo¬ 
rious shots off the back foot off 
Kapil and also off the front fool 
off Karsan. It was nice to see a 
fine opening partnership flourishing 
but unfortunately, Sadiq playing 
Slightly across to a ball, swung his 
bat lazily and lost his middle 
stump to Karsan. It was a vital blow 
because Sadiq is a left-hander and 
he was causing problems to the 
bowler because Kapil was trying to 
bowl at that very spot which had 
troubled the Indian batsmen and a 
left-hander being there made it 
difficult for him, though he did suc¬ 
ceed in producing one or two that 
jumped but didn’t really make any 
impact 

So with about 20 minutes to go 
for lunch, Majid joined Taslim and 
saw that no further damage was 
done to us, but they did not score 
fast. In the session after lunch, we 
had decided to smre about 100 odd 
runs and not losing too many wic¬ 
kets and then we would have 
a very good chance of forcing a 
result in our favour. Majid and 
Taslim both started briskly, but 
Majid going tor a Mg hit off Doshi, 
who was bowling to a very defen¬ 
sive field and with a low trajectory, 
managed to entice Majid into making 
a false stroke and the ball, after 
hitting the pad, hit the off stump 
and that was the end of Majid’s 
innings. Had be stayed there for a 
few more minutes, I’m sure we 
would have seen vintage Majid. 

I had thought of promoting my- 
selt in the batting order but both 
Javed and Raja had been playing 
exceptionally well in the past few 
innings and I thought it would not 
be wise to change the order. So, 
with that in mind, 1 sent Javed, 
who has a very good understanding 
with Taslhn. Imey started taking 
cheeky singles and the 
crowd was getting entertained. But 
Taslim, who was playing very hand¬ 
somely. tried to pull a rather short¬ 
ish ball from Roger Binny and ^ave 
a very simple return catdi to him. 

With an in-form Wasim Raja 
joining Javed, it could have been 
the partnership that would have 
added some very vital runs in the 



'Jiiveil Miandad drives fluently. He scored 50 ahd 46 in the match 


post-lunch period. But the wicket 
was not at all safe for stroke-playing 
and both Raja and Javed were find¬ 
ing it very difficult to play their 
strokes freely. Also, the field was 
very defensive. But the saddest part 
of it was that a bowler of Dosfai’s 
pace, who takes about three steps, 
was taking about five minutes an 
over. This is bad cricket, negative 
cricket. l'‘*know that wc lost the 
series, and that there was nothing 
to either winning or losing, but 
surely the 80,000 crowd there deser¬ 
ved the entertainment we were 
trying to give them. I thought it was 
pure laziness and bad cricket from 
Doshi. I couldn’t understand why 
India was taking so long, for the 
more overs they bowled, they also had 
a good chance in getting us out since 
they knew very well that as 1 had 
made the declaration, I would go for 
the runs. 

Throughout the scries, whenever 
Doshi had been bowtmg, the over¬ 
rate had not been satisfactory. I 
think the umpires should do some¬ 
thing about tnis because if a spin 
bowier is going to take f*ve minutes, 
then the over-rate is not going to be 
more than 10 or 11. It is going to 
damage entertaining cricket. Both 
Javed and Raja tn^ to push the 
pace, but unfortunately they couldn’t 
because of the pace •tnd bounce 
of the wicket, and we did not want 
to lose any more wickets since we 
were just 100 runs on. 

With 30 minutes to go and 20 
mandatory overs to coqje. we had 
to go for runs after tea straight¬ 
away. Both Raja and Miandad star¬ 
ted very efficiently but unfortunate¬ 
ly a very bad decision went against 
us, because I thought R^a, in try¬ 
ing to take a single which wasn’t, 
there, had regaaned his crease 
safely and was home by a yard. Hi.s 
run out was a bad decision. It put 
us behind the clock. I joined Javed 
and was very happy and moved tc 
see the Indian team standing near 
the wicket and giving me a hand. 

I was also very happy to see the 
entire Eden Gardens giving me a 
very hearty farewell, t think I for¬ 


got to mention that 1 was touched 
by the sentiments of my team men 
this niorning, when 1 took the last 
catch of my career. 1 was abq very 
moved by the gesture of the players 
of my team standing in a line and 
letting me lead the team off. lliese 
arc the moments that I’m going to 
cherish for the rest of my life. 

Javed and I got into stride, tak¬ 
ing almost impossible singles and 
making twas out of ones. By turn¬ 
ing ones to twos and twos to threes, 
1 wanted to put panic into Vishy’a 
mind and I could sense that there 
was genuine concern. We did this 
once when Bedi bad his team in 
Pakistan and we were hoping that 
wc would be able to repeat the 
same thing. 

Wc went for the runs in spite of 
Doshi taking so much time to bowl 
an over and bowling to such a de- 
tensive field. When the mandatoiy 
overs started, we were loft with 
almost seven runs per over. But 
unfortunately for me, in trying to 
take a single, 1 turned and slipped 
and that was the end of me as 
Doshi had the ball in his hand and 
just removed the bails. 

1 lost my wicket to sheer stupi¬ 
dity [ would say We were taking 
the runs as they should have been 
taken because it was impossible to 
go for strokes. The wicket was 
not meant for stroke-play, and we 
had to score the runs in _ ones and 
twos. Javed is such an improviser 
that batting with him is a great 
pleasure. When I bowed out of the 
arena after bising run-out, once 
again I was moved by the reoeptiM 
that was given to me by the 
Indians. 

With Imran joining Jaiod, we 
still had a slight hope reaching 
the target, but soon after Javed 
came back, giving a simple return 
to Doshi in trying to force the pace. 
After that. we put the shutters 
down. Imran and Bari played out 
time and Pakistan could only get 
draw out of the Test that promised 
so much till the last day. J 



leam effort saw us 
through 


SUNIL GAVASKAR 

A rriving in Calcutta two 

days before the game, was a 
waste time from a cricketing view¬ 
point. The nets at the Eden Gardens 
are the worst anywhere in India. 
Sn nobody had a net. All we did 
was have plenty of fielding piactice, 
a lot of training and those who were 
really keen on having batting prac¬ 
tice. played only the spinners at the 
nets. And even that was a terrible 
experience as the ball spun and 
bounced wickedly. Ideally, the net 
practice facilities should be such 
that a batsman can play freely and 
regain lost confidenoe or add In' his 
confidence. Also, where a bowler 
ran bowl within himself and experi¬ 
ment, without any danger of hitting 
the batsman. 

The wicket appeared grassicss and 
there was a patch just short of a 
good length. When queried, the 
groundsman said it was nothing to 
worry about. Which in retrospect 
was the statement of the match. It 
was a spot which was ideal for Imran 
Khan as be bowls that line most of 
the time. In his first over he land¬ 
ed two on the spot causing It to 
bounce awkwardly and also loo.sen 
the soil. By his third over the turf 
on that spot had disappeared and 
that areas was looking as if a horse 
had just run over 

Obviously, Vishy winning the toss 
was a great help because we didn’t 
have to bat last on that wicket. 
Pakistan, surprisingly, dropped 
Zaheer (though the version given 
was that he had opted out) and 
Mudassar who had done precious 
little since his century nt Bangalore. 
They brought in Taslim Arif and 
Ehteshamuddin and both contributed 
their .share in the game. From our 
side Dilip Vengsarkar, who had in¬ 
jured himself while training before 
the game, made way for Shivlal 
Yadav who was back in the side 
after missing the Madras Test. 

Chetan was confident from the 
beginning and took two boundaries 
off Sikander’s first over. After his 
superb innings in Madras he was 
more sure of himself and instead of 
playing hesitantly was going for his 
shots and looking for runs. A bowl¬ 
ing change got him out. Imran, who 
had bowled well, was replaced hv 
Ehtesham and Chetan, playing nei¬ 
ther forward nor back, missed hi'- 
Intended turn to mid-wicket and was 
leg-before. 

Roger Binny was promoted to one 
drop and, at the beginmng, he look¬ 
ed unsure of himself but slowly gain¬ 


ed confidence as the ball started hit¬ 
ting the middle of his bat. Qasim, 
who had replaced Sikander at the 
pavilion end, was driven through 
extra-cover for a four. Just when he 
looked like settling down for a long 
innings Imran, who was brought- 
back for a fling before lunch, trap¬ 
ped him in front of his wicket. Visli 
got off the mark off the first ball 
with a sweetly-timed square drive to 
the fence. 

Once again in the series. Vish was 
out when he was looking good. He 
tried to flick a ball from Ehteshamud- 
diti to mid-wicket but only snicked it 
and lost his off-stump as well. Per¬ 
haps it was an unecessary shot but 
then Vish always likes to get oi^ top 
of the bowling as soon as he can. 
It’s just that when one is not in form 
nr one’s luck is not so good, it proves 
fatal. 

Sandeep Patil looked at ease. He 
is that type of player who, no mat¬ 
ter what the situation, will always 
play his shots nonchalantly. He 
drove Imran for a four, a lovely off 
drive and then followed it up with 
another on drive which fetched 
three. In spite of that spot just short 
of a length, he looked unperturbed 
and the .slow wicket, though it made 
him check his shots, did not curb his 
driving. 

I was coming to terms with my 
batting hooking Imran for a four. 
However the next ball, an attempted 
bouncer, did not get up at all. As 
I started to duck I saw the ball not 
getting up so I turned to take the 
ball on my back. It hit me in the 
shoulder and then ricocheted to the 
back of the head. 

The next ball was a death ball as | 
It pitched in the sjiot which was 
looking like a ditch (on the first day) 
and took off at my face. I just ma¬ 
naged to get my glove in the way 
as the ball dollied from there to 
■yasim at second slip. 

On a wicket like this, Imran was 
going to be far more dangerous than 
on a lively wicket as there was no 
evenness of bounce. And to his 
credit he took advantage of the 
wicket. Unfortunately for Pakistan 
he surprisingly bad bowled an Aus¬ 
tralian wicket line throughout the 
series i.e. short of a length trying to 
get the batsman to fend off their 
bodies. This just is not good enough 
for Indian wickets and be wasted a 
lot of his energy this way. Almost 
every time he pitched the ball up to 
the bat be either got a wicket or 


beat the bat Yet he continued to 
bowl short. Perhaps this explains 
why he had back trouble, because 
bowling short on Indian wickets sure 
is a back-breaking job. 

Yashpal had been in these situa¬ 
tions befote and his temperament tor 
these saving roles is excellent. His 
technique against Imran did not in¬ 
spire much confidence, but he stuck 
on gamely. Sandeep, In the mean¬ 
while, was getting his confidence and 
turned his attention to Qasim and 
Sikander. An extra cover drive and 
a flick to mid-wicket off Qasim were 
superb shots and Sikander was stra¬ 
ight driven for fours. .Suddenly, the 
gloom over Eden Gardens was lifted 
by the sparkling stroke play of this 
lovely timer from Bombay. Tall, he 
■Stood almo.st straight up as he drove. 
The one stroke which I was waiting 
for didn’t materialise because he 
never got bowled that particular deli¬ 
very. A bouncer. I would have liked 
to see how he dealt with a bouncei 
fVom someone of Imran’s pace be- 
rau.se in first class cricket he just 
hits the bouncers into the stands. 

While this assault was taking 
pjace, Yashpal was playing sensibly, 
picking up runs where he could and 
letting ‘Sandy’ have more of the 
strike. 

Sandeep got his first fifty in a 
Test when he cracked Sikander 
straight back past him for a boundary 
off the back-foot. Just as he looked 
as if he would go on to his first Test 
century he played a few airy shots off 
Imran, and Imran, angling the ball 
at him, bowled him off his pads for 
62 runs. He came back disappointed 
at himself for having lost his conosn* 
tration at a vital stage. 

Kapil and Yashpal played out time 
and at the close, we were 205 for 5. 

Yashpal was lucky to .see Majid 
floor a snick off Imran when he was 
only 35 early in the morning, but 
Kapil left early when he jumped 
down the track to Qasim had a swing 
and was stumped. 

Yashpal played well, striking 
Sikander, Ehtesham and (}asim for 
powerful fours before snicking one 
from Imran for Bari to dive in front 
of Majid to complete the catch. His' 
62 was a very valuable contribution. 
His was the kind of innings that 
doesn’t stay in the mind for long, 
but its usefulness was beyond doubt. 

'T*HE LAST THREE WICKETS AS 
had been mostly during the series 
added runs and also used up time 
so when we were finally out we had 
scored 331 runs. That left Pakistan 
about two hours batting and they 
lost Sadiq shuffling to Kapil and find¬ 
ing himself in front of the wicket. 
Taslim Arif, who was making his 
debut, had a large slice of luck when 
he flashed at Ghavri and Vish at first 
slip dropped it. That was Ghavri’s 
first over and the poor chap has 
suffered most from dropped catches 



in the recent scries. Taslim then 
played carefully and with Majid sur¬ 
viving, Pakistan were 58 for 1 at the 
close. 

Majid looked more sure than he 
had ever been during the series but 
still vulnerable to the ball on the oft 
stump while Taslim was making the 
most of the slow wicket. Majid had 
completed his second fifty of the 
series when Dinny hit the spot and hit 
him painfully on the right ‘ thumb. 
Soon after, he nickod Binny and was 
caught behind. Our appeal was de¬ 
layed simply because Majid has been 
a walker and I’m sure the umpiic- 
also didn’t give him out immediately 
lor the same reason. But there is 
no doubt at all that he was out In 
f.tct the Indian team was very annoy¬ 
ed when told later that a TV com- 
nientatoi had said M.i|id had not 
played the ball and also wrote the 
same for his papei the next day. Tlr- 
TV camera being at the angle it was 
in, and the TV commentators’ box 
being behind leg-slip, it must have 
taken extra-ordinaiy eyesight (since 
Indian TV does not have the benefit 
of slow-motlon replays) to come to n 
judgement like that. 

Majid’s exit brought about a terri 
fi< innings from Javed. He is a com¬ 
petitor who loves a challenge and this 
was one occasion when he found hlm- 
sedf coming in to bat when the side 
had a fairly good beginning and he 
launched himself busily at our bow¬ 
lers, looking for runs at every opoor 
tiinity and playing most treely. He 
had got 50 in no time when a deli¬ 
very from Ghavri cruelly kept low 
and trapped him in front of 
wicket. 

Raja came in and, with the con¬ 
fidence of runs behind him in almost 
every outing, began to play his shots. 
He was soon into double figures witti 
rover drives and flicks that left . 
mid-wicket fielder standing. 

Taslim continued to work hard for 
his runs and once he entered the ei¬ 
ghties he suddenly decided to get his 
hundred before the close a.s there 
was only half-aii-hour left. He drove 
Ghiivri through extra-cover and fac¬ 
ing Kapil, using the second new ball, 
flicked only to find Chotan at back- 
waid square-leg flinging himself to 
tlie left and coming up with a super¬ 
lative catch. Unfortunately for 
’fdslim, he was ten short of the 
coveted hundred and had become 
Kapil’s 100th victim, in Test cricket. 

Kapil’s has been a truly magnifi¬ 
cent achievement becaii.se one must 
not forget the fact that Kapil has 
played the majority of his Tests in 
India where wickets have hardly 
encouraged bowlers of his type. Also, 
he has not always received support 
from the other end though Ghavri 
and Binny have been game triers. We 
all were very happy for Kapil bo. 
cause if our iniormation is correct, 
then he is the first Indian medium 
pacer to capture 100 wickets. 

Asif declared after bare^ five 
minutes the next day after Raja had 


completed his fifty with two rousing 
fours In Ghavri’s over. That gave us a 
lead of 59 runs. The declaration came 
as a surprise because 1 thought Asif 
would bat for about 45 minutes to an 
hour and then declare. 'That way he 
would not concede much of a lead to 
us and still put us under pressure. 

With me suffering from viral infec¬ 
tion and unable to take the field, 
Roger Binny opened with Chetan, He 
fell soon to Imran when be outside- 
edged to Raja at third slip as he tried 
to turn to leg. Kirmani, promoted 
to number three, was out fending off 
Imran to short-leg—-also without 
scoring. A change in the batting 
order can sometimes cause these up¬ 
sets and my illness had forced Vish 
to change the batting order Visit 
went in himsell to find Imran bow¬ 
ling his heart out. As 1 said earlier, 
on .1 wicket with uncertain bounce 
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S(iiid<*t.’/> l*alil drives 

Imr.in is a iiiin h more ditficiilt bow¬ 
ler to face. One ball from Imran was 
such that Vish, not being able te 
judge. W. 1 S hit on the head and 
though the wound bled, there was no 
need for stitches. This was the first 
time Vish has got hit m the head 
and it was solely due to the wicket. 
Vish’s judgement of swaying away 
from bouncers is still tops and it’s 
wickets like these which can cause a 
dent In one’s confidence, besides his 
skull as well. 

T IK CRlCKF.r ASSOCIATION OF 
Bengal has got one of the best 
medical rooms I’ve seen anywhere in 
the world. Rut it must provide a 
good wicket The wickets in the last 
few Tests have been slow and with 
uneven bounce and that has prevent¬ 
ed some of the top batsmen in the 
world from playing their shots. Sure¬ 
ly, the 80,000-odd strong crowd de- 
.serve better wickets so that they can 
see some of their favourites pla\ 
their shots. Al.so the practice wickets 
must be good, in fact better than tli*- 
Test wicket. This is not- a difficuh 
task and I’m hopeful that when the 
next big game is played at Calcutta 
the wicket will be better so th.il 


good cricket can be seen tiy ttle 

tators. 

Vish played over a ball from Imran 
and lost his middle stump to be onct 
more out for 13. Chetan was still 
around but .since he is a grafter and 
not a stroke player, the scoreboard 
was more or less stationary. I was 
to bat after Kapil but seeing thd 
situation I thought it better to gc 
earlier and with Vish’s permission 
went in at the fall of Chauhan’s 
wicket. Chauhan fell leg before to a 
ball that kept low from Ehtesham. 

.Sandeep suddenly opened out and 
with powerful drives hit Sikander 
and Qasim and also Imran for boun¬ 
daries, but then committed suicide by 
charging for a single hitting the ball 
straight to Sikander at mid-on who 
broke the stumps. 

I went next, to Imran, gloving to 
Javed and at 98 for 6 we were In a 
desperate situation. However, Yash- 
pal and Kapil played well and their 
partnership was valuable. Yashpal 
was bowled off the inside edge try¬ 
ing to force Ehtesham off the back 
fool and Kapil, after striking some 
hefty blows, was bowled as he missed 
a drive off Qasim. Yadav played 
sensibly for a while before he lost 
patience and gave Qasim a return 
catch. With only 20 minutes left, It 
was important that we see the day 
tliiough and Dilip did just that along 
with Ghavri. 

One of the major reasons why 
we’ve won ttie series is the determi¬ 
nation of the team and nothing cikn 
be a more shining ex.imple than th*. 
determination of Dilip batting at No 
11. He stuck on and, with Karsan 
looking for runs the isext day 
when our innings ended not only did 
they add useful runs but took away 
valuable time as well. This left 
Pakistan with about 215 minutes and 
20 mandatory overs to score 265 runs. 

Kapil and Karsan bowled well and 
kept the openers from getting off to 
a good start. Sadiq was bowled by a 
beautiful ball from Ghavri that dip- 
jied in and beat his drive and Majid 
was bowled having a go at Doshi. 
One hoped that was a .satisfactory 
decision for Mr Khan because that 
morning there was a report where he 
had criticised everything Indian. 
What was more surprising was that 
with his abysmal record he had the 
cheek to .say that Vish is overrated 
as a batsman. He denied it later but 
he certainly wasn’t the most popular 
Pakistani player when he left India. 

Javed and Taslim tried their best 
but were hampered not only by good 
bowling but by the sub-standard 
wickef. 

The only spark left was when Asif 
and Javed were batting but once Asif 
was run out it was India •elio pressed 
for a win. That was not to be and 
BO ended a series which was perhaps 
a little over-publicised.. It didn’t 
exactly produce the kind of cricket 
that people wanted. But it did pro¬ 
duce the result the Indian team 
wanted. 
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n£Sfm W FACT THAT 
JL/ lodia liM already tidiab ao 
'unbentaitla M lead in ili« Mirlfia 
there waa Be lack <iS aotluiaiaam 
io Calcutta abmit tiie That. Hie 
bouae waa aoM out well before the 
start of the matcb. Tlckata. ^of 
course, were alwasni available. But 
the charfes were more than 
dooUe—Ra. 30. Ba. 70 and Bs. 123 
seaaos tldieta acdd at the rates of 
Ba. las, Ba. 200 and Ba. XtS. res¬ 
pectively. And the Club House 
tickets, naturally tbc most attrac¬ 
tive, fetched fancy prices. 

PEOPLE FROM THE CACHAB 
district of Assam bad to suffer for 
the politics of the State. People 
from Cachar had come to Calcutta 
ta witness the Test but they bad 
to go back disappointed, b^use 
0e Assam Crkdcet AasocUtion 
bad takus a dedsioa in Gauliati, 
without the knowledge of the 
Cachar Pistrict ^rts Assodatiim. 
to boycott the Test For every 
Test matcb et the Edmi Gardens, 
the eestem States get a ‘quota* of 
tidcett from the Cricket Assoda- 
tiott of Bettf^. whkh is touted 
tbottgjh the Board of Control for 
Criamia Oa or about 

|«Biia»y IS tile seoretmy of the 
Cricket Aasodatfam collect* 
ed the IBate's quota of SOO^idd 
tlckcta and west bade to Gauhatl 
to distrlBBta the Hdkets amons the 
various aOlisted gports organise- 
dons. But when th^ decided to 
boycott the Test they returned all 
the thimts. When the secretary of 
the Cachar District Spnrtg Assoda- 
tion came to know about tba de 
drion he sent a telegram, to the 
CAB sayiiM tbit they do aot 
wunt to .msake their ‘fuota*. 
itaoe their peo^ bad uready 
.jii^ for Calcutta. But when one 
of their representativea, with a 
Cray <df the telegram, met CAB 
omdals he was tdd that they had 
nothing to do with Hie tkkets, as 
I they had given them to the Board. 

The big wIfS of the Board were 
1 <• net traceable and the Cadiarites 
were left bi|^ and dry. 

HD ONE KNOWS BOW THIS 
of ‘excess' tickds was distri* 

a either by the CAB or tlm 
. But an bLP. from Sikbar 
was refused entry to tbe Test 
matdi. Be had written a letter to 
tbe CAB president asking for two 
Urason tlocets against parent Ha 
was told tbat he wonM not get any 
Hddts as ba bad no •ttaouT 

StmiS OF TUB PAKISTANI 
printers bad pwed fa front of 
such a bu^ crwvd before. Natur* 
“ they were delighted, ^^wrar 




labpi toM oor sta^ 
gmmftir to taka a amfa of him 
Bee bsckgroima of Eden 
Oardeak crowd Wnich he would 


'WhH m 
afab ggtib tha sadia 
pnotograplier bH Karadii addfass 
requesting Mm to send a picture 
of tbe full-house Eden Garaens, 

GUNDAPPA VISHWANATH, 
India's new captain, used a spe¬ 
cial coin for the toss fa his debut 
Test. The commemorative cMn 
showing Oandfaji’s face on one 
side was with a relative of Visby 
in Calcutta and was handed over to 
the Indian captain by bis wife. 
Kavita, before he went out for 
the toss. Vishy, of course, won 
the toss. 



fOmuMf stops a ball it aifamut4Ut»\ 

fdihfcm 

TASUM ABIF. KARACHIBORN 
Pakistan raener, made an im¬ 
pressive dehut at the Eden Gar¬ 
dens scoring SO and 40 good runs. 
But his ma.den appearance on the 
Mg scoreboard was not at gll fat- 
Df^ve. His name was lu»' 
taposed as A. Tarif, but the Mo- 
rers were kind enough to change 
it soon. Tarif, iqddtmtaUy. was 
tbe only batsman who hutted 
wiHi a green Pakirign cup fa 
both tbe innings. $ki|raer Asif 
also came with the same ^ipe of 
cap in the second InnfagU. fa 
honour of Ms last aranarmioe for 
Pakistan. 

SIKANOEB BAKHT. THE 
lanky seamer, liked the Panama 
hats that gave protgeHoo to 
tbouwands of cricket-lovei* at the 
Eden Gardens for five days- He 
requested a police officer tO call 
a capeeUer and purchased mo 
such caps to take oadt fa PUhis- 
tan. ' 

many CALiCimANS WOtVQHT 
—and ifahHy 

Obattscharya, fadfah ^ 

was not fluiw not 
but was rafaer g' 

Besides doing the 
a twelfth man on 
days of the Teifc 
tieid for two toll dag*' ufaen 
Gavaskar was tgkon fa, .But up* 



fae BC^ They #1 not consider 
it Hecegsary to i^ve Aloke tlw 
itdl matcb allowance of Bs. 10,BD0. 
giving him only Bs. L500 instead. 
Itcy did not care either to put 
Akike in the hotel where the 
players (inclnding the otlmr local 
bay Dilip OosU) were stfaiag 
Neither did the Board nor tlfa 
CAB arrange for him any tjrans- 
port from bis reiddence at SMkia 
(in Howrah district) to tbe sta 
d.um and back. Atok« had tu 
make bu own arrangements and 
one day he was M'surii a spot 
that he had m ask a former Test 
star for a Bft to bis residence. 
Worst alL nfatber Aloke nor 
Barun Bunnan (who was fa tho 
reserves) were invited to the M'i* 
vate parties given in honour of 
Indian and the Pakistani teams 

Naturally this caused indig- 
natiOD among the local perale, 
who arc convinced that Aioke was 
treated^ke that solely M^use 
he IS a local boy. B^entally. 
Lihp VengsarkarK who was Ul 
and could uot take pert in tbe 
game and dfd nothmg except 
watching the game from the iday- 
er» box, got all tbe faciuties 
which Aloke, bMng Hie official 
twelfth man. waa deprived of. 

THE EDEN (SABOENS. AS ON 
previous occasions, was flooded 
with hoardhtgi. The moat attrac¬ 
tive one cable. Prom the Family 
Plgnafag Oraartaient It aaid: 
“ACtec bao, deriare.” On the 
right fa tfai Ouh Houae there was 
a hoardfag im Hie first day faving 
tbe decaitt, fa peffonmances of 
top six jptamrs in tbe aeries. 
From the Hara dgy onward the 
banner «ms mfaifag. When con¬ 
tacted, t (lAB fawfal aaid the 
banner ym .tfan fa a cydfauc 
gust mi wM^removed ly Hm as- 
sociatfan. BfafaeVer tbn reeaon, 
it gave a fat fa relifa tb the 
Akafaiv^ atifa •*- Ut fault faitt 
got a dear view fa the grmiim 
Ikfan the AKaHiviuii ShfawM. 

tHAt mi -mmom 
local football tranfaBT geafaw am 
just a month jwaF csit dw afah 
dow mi fafalNffifav iiiafaatml fa 

Wan. Tbfae ytm g ronfair tMt 
the fofater faiafaattomi^ and 

GTItoS? *** 

East Bfau^bfa*^ipak 


ad fa bage 

IS 
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Interview 


'Kirmani 

best 

keeper in 
world' 


v«f. MMiam ifw fiHi "iliJiuwP'vmai 
ard of lunptring in this wriest Wu 
there aoy error that iiroved eosOs 
either for India or for PaUstant 

G'^VASKAK: 1 don’t think so. Of 
course, there were some eirors on 
the pari oi the umpires, but then 
nobody is perfect. There was hardly 
any cause to complain. 

SW: How were the wicketst 
GAVASKAR; The wicket wa; 
good in Madras. The one at Delhi 
was also veiy .spurting. But the one 
at Bangalore was very slow and al¬ 
though both the sides scored over 
-too runs, stroke-playing was difficult. 
The Bombay wicket was terrible 
and started turning from the word 
go. And the otv- in Calcutta was no 


wickctwithiiinevenbouaceiind^wifV 
not very favourable for the batsmen 
to execute strokes. 

SW; What was the stn . ^ a of 
your team when you started out 
against Pakistan, at Bangalore? And 
what was the effect of your victory 
over Au.stralia? 

GAVASKAR: Naturally the win 
over Australia had given us a lot of 
confidence and the morale ot the 
team was very high when we met 
Pakistan. In fact, in Bangalore we 
almost reached Pakistan’s first ia- 
nings score of 400-odd runs. That 
again gave us a lot of confidence and 
from thereon we went from strength 
to strength. 


SUNiL GAVASKAR tells 
ALOK DASGUPTA how 
India won the series 
against Pakistan. 

CPC^ tVORl.. WHEN THIS 
1^ series had siarted the popular 
opinion was that the Pakistanis were 
favourllcs to clinch the issue. Why 
then did they lose the series ? 

GAVASKAR : I think basically the 
constant failure ot their batting was 
responsible for Pakistan losing the 
series. From our s^de also there was 
a great deal of application. And one 
big difference between the two sides 
was Kapil Dev. He got the wickets, 
scored runs and did nothing wrong in 
the whole series. 

SW; What do you think was the 
difference between the Indian team 
that had toured Pakistan in 1978 and 
this side f 

GAVASKAR: When we went to 
Pakistan we were more of a spin- 
dominated side. But now our bowling 
is more dependant on seam bowling. 
Also our batting has now settled 
down. Earlier, there was a lot of 
chopping and changing in the bat¬ 
ting-order. but now the batting is 
fairly steady. The twelve players re¬ 
mained the same throughout the 
series which, 1 think, gave a lot ol 
confidence to every player. 

SW: Oo yon think playinff at 
home made p lot of difference to 
India? 

GAVASKAR: Perhaps it did. But 
the Indian side had played far bet¬ 
ter in England. 

SW: Hie popnlar opinion is that 
playing at home gives certain advant¬ 
ages to the home team, especially so 
far as the wiekets uid ampiring arc 
ctmeemed. 

GAVASKAR: So far as the wickets 
are concerned, yes. Most of the times 
you get wickets to which you are 
accustomed. And that de^tely is 
an advantage. Bat if one says that 
the umpiring is biased I beg to dif¬ 
fer. The benefit of the doubt always 
goes to the batsmen whether it is 
from our side or from our opponents. 


Kapil Dev’s 100th Test vneket—Taslim Arif, who scored a. brilUarU 90 tn the 
fit.n hintnus ii .'smartly oarught by Chauhan (not in the picture) at backward 
shi/rt leg. Both Gavaskar and Asif admitted that the difference between 
’he two teams was Kapil Dev 






SW : Then what was the leasoafor 
India being bundled out so cneaply 
in tbe tint inmngs at Delhi and also 
in the lint innings at Kaniiur? 

GA.V'"^t»KAK: I think in Delhi 
Sikander bowled well. He, of course, 
was helped by bad batting by the 
Indians. At Kanpur, it was piobabiy 
the greenest wickcst one has ever 
seen in India. The ball always kept 
moving around and that really knock¬ 
ed us down. It IS far inure ddhcult 
to play the moving ball than the 
genuine quick delivery. 

SW: Many feel that we could 
have won in Oeihi had we scored 
sLgntly faster. Way did you adopt 
SUen a defensive approacn wuen 
India bad a good chance of taking 
the lead in tbe series? 

GAVASKAK: Because it we had 
gone into the attack we could have 
lost the match. 

SW: But India bad recovered frirni 
tbe early collapse and at one stage 
it seemed that a sligulo' faster rate 
of scoring mignt have clinched tbe 
issue in India's favour. 

GAVASKAK: Suie. But in the 
first innings we had lo^t six wickets 
for less than 70 runs, it could have 
happened in the same way in the 
second innings too. I have been pla) 
ing with the Indian baiting side tin 
far too long to know that it is ncvci 
easy to chase a .scoic because a col¬ 
lapse IS .so much easy. Alter all ii 
needs just one ball and just one mis¬ 
take to get you out. And it jou make 
five such mistakes your Jive top bats¬ 
men are tback to the pavilion and 
then where are you placed ! 

SW: Do you think Sarfraz and 
Mushtaq’s inclusion . could have 
changed tbe complexion of the se- 
rtesT 

GAVASKAR : Sarfraz and Musli- 
taq’s inclusion perhaps could have 
helped Pakistan's bowling which 
looked scrappy with only Imran ap¬ 
pearing to be a match-winner bowler. 
But I really can't reply such a hypo¬ 
thetical question. 

SW: But don’t you think if two 
good bowlers operate from both ends 
tbe attack of a side looks more posi¬ 
tive. 

GAVASKAR : Perhaps that’s true. 
But at the same time the batsmen 
can also play better. If someone is 
not selected there is a general ten¬ 
dency to say that his presence might 
have made the difference. I don’t 
agree with that. If we have won we 
have won. There is no point in say- 
ihg that (we won) just becau^ Sar¬ 
fraz or Musbtaq did not come— 
think that kind of question serves no 
purpose. 

SW ; Who are the Indian players 
who did outstandlngty well in the 
aerlesT You have alrea^ mentioned 
EapU Dev; who are the other play- 

***• jt 

GAVASKAR : Kirirani kept bril¬ 
liantly throughout the series. And 
Dilip Ooshi, whenever he was aski^ 


to bowl, kept a very tight rein on 
the balsmeiv Dilip Veng.sarkar, of 
roiirsc, played that superb innings at 
Delhi. When a .side wins the .seiies. 
it is common that two or three play 
er.s would have contribued more 
than the otheis, but generally 1 feel 
it was the team’s effort that was res¬ 
ponsible toi India clinching the is¬ 
sue. 

SW : Please give an assessment of 
your team—player by player. 

GAVASKAR ; We can start with 
Chelan. He didn't have a particular¬ 
ly successful senes hut his contribu¬ 
tion to the Mile IS .ilways vital as he 
is one of the thinking men of the 
team. Whenevei theie was any ten¬ 
sion in the side he remaiin-d cool 
and came up with a sound solution 
Also, he played a vital knock m the 
second innings at Kanpin and. in the 
lielil, especially in the close-in posi¬ 
tions, look whatever came in his 
way. 

'then Dilip Vengsarkai He gene 
I ally look<'d mnrii moie solid. He | 
played a brillnint innings at Delhi 
and his .'>() and dOodd runs .it Bom- | 
hav on .1 treacherous wicket were, in¬ 
valuable lie strutk around and di<l 
not let the bowleis get on top. Also 
at slips, leg slip and other rlo.se-in 
positions he look some remarkable 
tafeht's. 

Vishy, except in the fir.st Test at 
Bangalore and his 40 in Bombay, did 
not stiike form But his contribution 
is like Chetan as his pre.scnoc itself 
IS of iimnense value to the team. 
Whenever Vishv was at the wicket no 
mallei how maiiv runs he scored he 
made them look very easy. His guid- 
<ime in taking tactical decision was 
also of great value And his sense of 
humour in the dressing room, as well 
as on the field, was absolutely terri¬ 
fic. 

At No 5, we had Yashpal and San- 
dip, Yashpal struck around in tense 
situations. His technique may not .sa- 
tisly the perfectionist, but 1 think he 
has the right temperament and does 
not throw in the towel and keeps on 
going. He is the kind of batsman wh.i I 
can pull his side out of a tight situa- \ 
tioii and that's what he, did in the .se- , 

I ies. Sandip, on the other hand, play¬ 
ed only in the last two Tests and he 
IS a batsman who I think will go 
places because he has got the gift of 
timing. 

And next is Kapil who was just 
fantastic Kirrnam, as I have already 
said, took some amazing, almost im¬ 
possible, catches In fact, he must be 
the best wicket-keeper in the world 
today. 1 can’t think of anybody elsa 
who is keeping wickets so well as 
Kiri has been cloing nowadays. 

Karsan played two valuable knocks 
at Bombay and at Kanpur. And of 
course at Bombay he gave us the 
broaklhrough wilh those four wickets 
in the second innings. lie was the 
ideal partner for Kapil as he always 


kept the batsmen in check with his 
steady bowling. But he was unable 
to bowl at his fastest in the series. 
Perhaps he was a bit tiicd. 

Boger Bmiiy is the type ol bowler 
who is ideal as the liist change. He 
maintained the pressure on batsmen 
by moving the ball both ways which 
also makes it difficult to .set a field 
for him. He can be very nippy. Binny 
is an extremely popular man in the 
Indian dressing room and is liked bv 
everybody for his .simple and shy 
behaviour. 

Dilip Doshi’s contribution with the 
bat was a pleasant surprise to us. 
His innings at Delhi and Kanpur 
made the regular batsmen bat lx*ttei 
in the innings to follow. As a bowlei. 
though he was not among the wickets 
as he was against the Australians, 
he was steady and did not allow 
Pakistani batsmen too many liber¬ 
ties. 

Shivlal Yadav, perhaps, has bcae^ 
filed from the series. Against the 
Australians he had got a few wickets 
wliich were gifted away. Now he has 
learnt how to bowl to tough bats¬ 
men. He is going to be a better bow¬ 
ler for this experience. Also his con¬ 
tribution with the bat was psefjil. 

SW: About your own perfo*^ 
nut nee? 

GAVASKAR : 1 was disappointed 
to get out when I had got to the 30s 
and 20s and was set, particularly at 
Delhi. Otherwi.se it was an O.K. kind 
of performance—not a teal that I 
will remember for my whole life, nor 
can I feel unhappy also. 

SW: Were you gatisfied with your 
O'Wn captaincy? 

GAVASKAR: I think so, 1 won 
the scries 2-0 and 1 don’t see what 
more can be asked from a captain, as 
well from a team. 1 also enjoyed iny 
captaincy. 1 was learning as 1 went 
along and if the eleven members of 
the team did not have anything to 
complain about I find no reason why 
others should. In fact it does not 
bother me if anybody had any cause 
*'or complain so long as my team¬ 
mates had confidence in me. 

SW: Will you be available for the 
captaincy on the tours to Australia 
and Pakistan In the coming seasons? 

GAVASKAR : Yes—if asked, ob¬ 
viously. But I don’t see them asking 
me for the post. 

SW: Do 3rou now regret nuking 
your famous statement about Pakis> 
tan ‘smashing us to pulp*? 

GAVASKAR : I said that in an 
article I wrote in May but it got 
published in July and that is why it 
appeared as a breach of contract for 
the tour to England. When I wrote 
it the Pakistan tour was not confirm¬ 
ed so I wanted to bring to the notice 
of the cricket-lovers in this country 
what a tough schedule was being 
organised. 

At the time of writing our attack 
was spin-orjented and the spinners 





«vere not getting younger. A tough 
our of England; foltonved by a series 
against Australia was certainty not 
{oing to help them; in fact, it would 
ire them. Also, in May, one could 
lot foresee the tremendous develop- 
iieni Kapil made as a bowler in En¬ 
gland. He came badk a much better 
>owler than he was before. And he 
vas the main difference between 
ndia and Pakistan. 32 wickets in a 
eries on Indian wickets is a fantastic 
eat. 

When we went to Pakistan in Octo- 
ter 1978 our spinners were fresh, yet 
hey were massacred in every Test, 
io it was reasonable to presume that 
fter playing 10 Tests they would 
lever really hope to contain the Pak 
latting. Our batting also would not 
e at its peak because continuous 
Ticket affects your concentration and 
he batting performances in this 
eries have borne me out. Thus, most 
f our players would be jaded. We 
ad been playing almost non-stop 
cst cricket from October and surely 
hat was going to take its toll. My 
rst 30 Tests were spread over years 
nd the next 30 in the space of 17 
lonths—that will give an idea of 
ow much we have played 
The induction of new blood like 
ioshi. Shivlal, Roger and Sandeep 
as a great help because they were 
ew. fresher and that much more 
een. Then, we brought back 
armani. and Yashpal developed very 
.ell on the tour to England. All 
lese factors made my statement in 
lav look very pessimistic. My langu- 
ge was very harsh and I am sorry 
bout that but I still think if we had 
layed with the team we had in May, 
akistan would have come out tops. 
SW : Would you be willing to go oa 
future tour of the West Indies in 
le future T 

GAVASKAR : Yes I would, if I am 
I good nick. 

SW : Now that the West Indies has 
MB called off, can you teD us what 
ere the *perBOBal* reasons you had 
»r refusing to go on it? 

GAVASKAR : The personal reason 
as simple—I was mentally and 
tiysically exhausted. Having played 
> Test matches in 17 months has its 
fects and I thought the way my 
incentration was suffering 1 would 
ive been of precious little use to 
,dia. I wouldn’t be performing at 
3 per cent and that’s something I 
n not prepared to do when I am 
aying for India. 

What hurt is that a lot of people 
tributed motives and hidden rea¬ 
ms for my decision. When Ian 
lappell announced his unavailibility 
r the captaincy for personal reasons 
id when Jeff Thomson refused to 
) to Pakistan for personal reasons 
)body pointed a finger at them and 
id that Jeff Thomson is scared to 
iwl to Pakistani batsmen on their 
ickets or that Ian Chappell does 
)t want to spoil his record by match- 
g wits against Brcarley. They 
cepl and respect their decisions so 
hy can't people respcc'. my deci- | 


'Results 
would be 
reversed 
at home' 

ASIF IQBAL answers 
Sportsworld's questions 
on the series. 

SPtmTSWORLO : Was U a mis- 
take to have played Zaheer Abbas fa 
the Madras Test T Should you have 
played Mohsin Khan Instead ? 

ASIF IQBAL : It was certainly not 
a mistake to include Zaheer in the 
Madras Test. Zaheer is not only one 
of the best batsmen in our team, I’d 
say he’s among the top six in the 
world. The Madras Test was very 
crudal for us as the outcome of the 
series depended on it. We wanted to 
field the best possible team. And, as 
It happened in the match before the 
Madras Test, at Gauhati, our top 
batsmen scored freely and obviously, 
they were full of confidence. Mohsin 
Khan, on the other band, had just 
joined the team and did not play at 
Gauhati. I thought it would have 
been unfair on the team and on 
Mohsin to play him in that Test. 

SW : Why dM you lose the Madras 
Test f And the series T 

ASIF : It is not easy to pinpoint 
just one reason. I think one of the 
reasons was the failure of our batt¬ 
ing. 1 had immense faith and confi¬ 
dence in our batting; it was our bow¬ 
ling which I thought we had to work 
on very hard. And I thiuk that was 
where I went wrong « captain. Hav-. 
ing that confidence, I just took it fo' 
granted that our top batsmen would 
perform without me building their 
confidence. But I think the basic duty 
of a captain, both on the field and 
off it, is to see that the players ai-e 
full of confidence and that they be¬ 
have in a manner which puts pressure 
on the other team. 

In the Madras Test, our batting 
didn’t really click because we didn’t 
apply ourselves as we were too sure 
of our cricketers’ ability to graft. The 
wicket also was not one oa which 
we could graft in, but I think we 
played too many shots and it was 
basically our batting that let us 
down. 'That’s why we lost the Test, 
as well as the series. 

SW : Do Pakistani batsmen lack 
the ability to graft and wait tar mas, 
as you must on Indian wickets f 

ASIF : No, I wouldn’t say that the 
Pakistani batsmen lacked that abili¬ 
ty and I’m sure if you go through 
the records you’ll find that quite a 
few of U.S have grafted for runs. ’The 
witket=. in India are not basically 


different from those we have in 
Pakistan. There was something, may 
be lack of disciftliiie or lack of some¬ 
thing elM, which put tremendons 
pressure on our batsmen because of 
which we couldn’t really get going. 
More important, our batsmen receiv¬ 
ed some very unfair decisions, mak¬ 
ing them use their feet very cautious¬ 
ly. I think this was one of the reasons 
for the bad show by the Pakistani 
batsmen—this may sound like an ex¬ 
cuse, but psychologically, it put tr& 
mendous pressure on the batsifnen. 

SW : l^ch Indian idaycr or iday- 
ers made the difference between the 
two teama t . 

ASIF : The difference between the 
two teams I would say was Kapil 
Dev. If we bad Imran fully fit for 
the whole series that could have 
equalled that difference, but losing 
Imran for a couple of Tests really 
cost us heavily. Certaiuly, Kapil Dev 
made all the difference. Also, with¬ 
out Sunil’s brilliant captaincy and 
his fantastic knock at Madras, India 
would probably have had to struggle 
to get a 2-0 lead. The Indian bats¬ 
men also played with more determi¬ 
nation and more application than our 
batsmeiL 

SW : Is India’s win of 2-0 a' fair 
reflection of flie merit of the two 
teams T 

4SIF : No, I wouldn’t say so. I 
honestly feel the Indians had certain 
advantages. At Madras, we were 
beaten fair and square. I also admit 
that the Indians played better in our 
two defeats and they deserved to win, 
but the margin was not a true re¬ 
flection on the series. 

SW : Which Pakistani playen 
would you single out for praise 7 
ASIF : Hats off to Wasim Raja for 
what he has achieved in the series. 
But also, I would say Imran merits 
full credit because ot his fantastic 
effort and keenness. I think if some 
Pakistam players would have to be 
singled out for praise, they would be 
Kaja, Imran and Sikander Bakht. 
Sikander, however, tailed miserably 
in the last two Tests. Maybe his 
over-keenness to get one wicket to 
break Imran’s record had overtaken 
his line and length, but be still de¬ 
serves praise. 

SW : Why" didn't yon, Majid and 
Zaheer dick 7 Do you feel age baa 
been a factor 7 

A^IF : 1 have played cricket long 
enough to know that batsmen do 
strike bad patches and 1 would say 
that Majid and Zaheer, along witu 
a few others, had done so in this 
particular series. The only thing I 
couldn’t understand was that, for 
the first time in my cricketing his¬ 
tory the team as a whole went 
through such a bad patch—with all 
the batsmen failing and not a single 
hundred scored, other than the very 
first by Mudassar at Bangalore. 

SW : What do you think of Gavas¬ 
kar's captelncy in tke series 7 
ASIF t Sunil certainly put a lot of 
guts into the Indian team. His cap- 
tu icy definitely was far superior to 




Imran's delivery lifts from the nasty patch on the pitch and Gavaskar is about to be caught by Miandad (not in 
the picture) at forward short leg. Asif feels if Imran was fit in the Delhi, Bombay and Kanpur Tests the results o| 
the series could have been dsffyrent 


the ooe that we faced in Pakistan 18 
months ago. Sunil enjoyed the res- 
of all his team-mates and led 
his side shrewdly and that was defini¬ 
tely one of the reasons India did so 
well in this series. 

8W : Woold Pakistan have done 
better with Saifrai and Mnahtaq In 
the T 

A81P : lliere are always ifs and 
huts in cricket So the question of 
Sarfraz and Musfataq making the 
difference is not easy to answer. But 
certainty I would say if we bad Im¬ 
ran fit in the Delhi Test the result 
could have been different. Similarly, 
if we oouM have had Imran fit in the 
Bombay Test or at Kanpur, onev 
again the results could have been 
different Those ifs and huts really 
do not serve any purpose, therefore 
I would’nt worry about those who 
were left out. simply because I wan¬ 
ted to worry only about those who 
were in my team. 

SW: How do yon see the tatune 
of Pahtstan cffehet r Who are the 
playen yow fed eonld be fntnre sap- 
eratam t 

ASlF : The future of Pakistan 
crideet depends a lot on the players 
who played in India. I am certain 
these players have full faith and con- 
Sdenoe in their abilities and they 
will try to prove that they have not 
lieen properly treated or not given 
{iroper scope to show their best on 


Indian wickets by certain conditions, i 
And therefore, I think their future is 
quite aecure. There are some players 
who are going to hang around for a 
few years and 1 am sure players like 
Miandad, Mohsin Khan, Mudassar, 
Sikander %vill take over and obvious¬ 
ly Taslim Arif, who performed eJt- 
ceptionally well in the last Test at 
Calcutta. He groomed himself re- 
markbly well as a Test player. I was 
really happy to see the maturity he 
showed in both the ianings. Obvious¬ 
ly. be is going to be an asset to the 
Pakistan cricket team. 

SW : What advantage did India 
have In drying at home ? What diff¬ 
erence did it make 7 Would the re¬ 
sults have been different If the same 
teams had played a series against 
each other at home T 

ASIF : Yes, India bad many ad¬ 
vantages. First of all they were play¬ 
ing at home and had the crowd bac 
king them. Honestly speaking, 1 
would have bean disappointed if I 
was playing in Pakistan and the 
crowd was cheering for the other 
team. The crowd backing the home 
team is justified. Bnt here were other 
disadvantages for the visiting team. 
And 1 am not the only one who has 
been complaining about the umpir¬ 
ing in this country—^there havc'bwn 
complaints from all visiting teams. 
But the difference that counts is the 
disparity in the decisions the home 
team gets in its favour. The otbei 
day 1 was reading a news report that 


in the past few Tests. India had 1 
to 20 decision again.st them where: 
about 50 odd decisions went againj 
the visiting sides. I think this litti 
bit of statistics amply proves wht 
difference umpiring made. If th 
same series was to be repeated i 
Pakistan—with the same teams—th 
results could easily be reversed. 

SW : DM umpiring badly affe« 
Miaudad't perfonoance In the aoMl 
How 7 I 

ASIF : I would say the urapirir 
affected the entire Pakistan battin 
Miandad, maybe, because almo 
every time he was out it was an ur 
pire’s decision—maybe he was oi 
sometimes, but not all the time- 
and obviously it worried him. Bt 
that's not the main point. Umpirir 
affected the rest of the Pakistan bat 
ing, too. 

SW : DM your 'faBore' in gettli 
runs in any way Inhibit yonr confx 
over yonr team 7 

A81F ; No, I wouldn’t say that n 
failure in getting runs in any Wi 
inhibited my control over the teai 
because 1 think I had that control, 
was here to guide them on the fie 
and I think I did a reasonably go 
job. And as for my failure in gettii 
runs, I did aggregate quite a few ru 
and was not really a ‘great flop’. T1 
players responded to me tvith gre 
keenness and affection and I w 
proud to be part of this team. 







With All 



A s A SPORTING EVENT, ALPS VISIT TO INDIA WAS A HIC DIS 
aptxjtnlmenl. Ax ti spectacle, as an occasion fm hts many fans fn 
India to see and hear Alt, n was just ahmd holdmg its own wh^ All 
abruptly left for an ill-advised trip <<> Africa Delhi, Bombay and ^a- 
r«s got to see him but fans in Bangalore, tlyd^abad and the sjxrrts 
crazy city of Calcutta missed him. In fart, on lebruan/ b here was a 
dtm^lratum in front of the American Consulate m (almtta where T>co- 
pie waved placards saying ‘Alt. we want you back 

In this, and the following two pages we presmt a portfolio o. pic 
lures taken on his trip here. On lop far left are Alt and ^ 

Rajghat and below that AH laying a wreath thivre. On lop left are 
two at a Press conferenre and below that Ah pranrmg around the ring 
with Jimmy Ellis. Above, AH after his welconu> at DeUit. 
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WITH ALI IN INDIA 

How Ali 

k.o.ed 

Pressmen 

INDIAN PRESS PROVED A 
1 poor match to Ali. the boxini; 
superstar, io all the three bouts he 
bad with them in New Delhi, Bombay 
and Madras, during his tour to India. 

And, here is a blow by blow 
account of his bout with the Press 
in Bombay, his best performance. 
His native wit, repartee and tongue- 
in-cheek answers landed as fast and 
as bard as hl!s left jabn- 

4.15 p.m. TTie place: Crystal Room 
of the Taj Intercontinental Hotel, 
Bombay. The date: January 28. 1980. 
Muhammad Ali, in a dark blue suit, 
a pale blue shirt and a matcUng 
tie walks into the blinding explosions 
of flash bulbs and climbs to an ele¬ 
vated platform. 

AU takes over the microphone and 
begins, “f irst of all, I would like to 
thank you all for taking time ou^ of 
your busy schedules to bear me and 
proht from my wisdom. We are a 
little late In coming here. I did not 
know I had so many fans, so many 
supporters in India. The streets were 
jamparked. Many people asked me 
before I left America, why am 1 
go.ng to India? Many reporters in 
New Delhi and other places wanted 
to know why am I here? I am here 
for one reason, and, that is to sec 
my fans, my followers who had been 
supporting me and my boxing for 
past 15 years. I am here to see them 
and thev will see me. It is much 
easier, and cheaper too for me to 
come here, than all the 600 million 
people going to me. (clap...dap... 
clap). I am not here in the country 
neither for profit, nor for money. 

A pause. Ali looks around and asks: 
“Is he here now?” No, he is not, 
io.metxxiy tells turn. Ali gets back to 
the microphone to say: “He’s very 
smart (na...ha...hi...hi). The reason 
I say be is very smart is that be 
does uot get along with me. He is 
scared ol me. As an amateur boxer 
he defeated me, and in the return 
match 1 defeated him. As a profe- 
uional We fougnt again in Houston, 
Texas. 1 had knocked him out >n 
round fave or six and since then he 
had been look.ng for his ctaance to 
take revenge. He thinks he would 
get even in this tour. It's going to 
be a good match here.” 

All tiu-ns round to ask when the 
exhibition bout is scheduled. “To¬ 
morrow," says someone. "An I so to¬ 
morrow evening is the schedule for 
lireworks." Ali is back on micro 
phone. “I want you to get there 
early,” be pleads. That is because, 
“the fight will be over in one round. 
Also, I am not doing this for money 


neither. 1 am retired now, but I am 
still the greatest, still pretty fast. 
Everymght before going to bed, 
here is how 1 test my speed. 1 turn 
the light off in the bedroom. 1 htl 
the switch, and 1 am in bed before 
the room is dark (laughter, clapp¬ 
ing). Thot is bow 1 test my spe^. 
See, 1 am not that bad. We will be 
taxing so that people can have an 
idea ot the superior technique. 1 
presume very tew of you have seen 
me lighting a title taut even on tele¬ 
vision or the movies.” 

Ali picks up the tumbler from 
the table and sips water and knits 
his brows as if be is in some kind of 
pain. "1 have also brought my w.fe 
here and 1 am having some trOubU- 
with her. She likes Indian surecs 
(laughter). Some 1 1 lends’ sisters gave 
her two beauiiiul .sarees and now 
alter 1 have spent about 3000 dollars 
to buy her American dresses ju.st 
before our departure troni the Sta¬ 
tes, she tells uie she does not want 
them. She now Wcnls to v/ear only 
the sarec-s!” 

A li is now beadv tor the 

quest.cns. The taut begins. 

_ Ali; Y ou can ask me any ques- 
tioii, on any subject—religion, poli¬ 
tics, sports—lust raise your hands 
and shout... 

1ST SCRIBE: May I ask you a 
question? 

All: I'hat ugly man wants to ask 
a question? (The scribe turns his 
face to the other side) See, I call 
him ugly and he thinl^ he is beau¬ 
tiful and turns around 

2ND SCRIBE: Would you like to 
offer any romnienl on the Indian 
A.rlincs' service which brought you 
to Bombay five hours behind sche¬ 
dule? 

Ali: I love their scrvioe/admlre 
their style/And the ride was so good/ 
That I'll be back in a short while 
(laughter). I want to tell you some¬ 
thing. Whenever an airplane is late 
because of weather difficulty 1 will 
rather stav in the ground for ano¬ 
ther day, if I have to stay than flv. 
That Ls safer. Man. give me some 
intelligent questions. If all the repor¬ 
ters ask questions as you do—well 
1 have a poem for them: 1 would 
enjoy your interview/if i have a 
lower IQ (laughter applause). 

3RD SCRIBE: Can (hose who are 
married be good boxers? 

Ali: He asks can you become a 
good boxer alter getting married or 
not? Well you can, as long as you 
are sei^ated for six weeks from 
your wife before the figbt. You need 
these six weeks alone. If not you will 
be too weak to fight. You under¬ 
stand—don’t you? (laughter, app¬ 
lause). 

4TH SCRIBE; You are a man of 
peace? How is that you fought so 
violently in the ring? 

Ali: 1 will tell you thus. With the 
God, the Allah it is not the action 


that is ’important, but the purpose 
behind the action. For example, if 
I kill a man because 1 do not like 
him for his religion, or his ideas or 
to rob his money, I am guilty—I go 
to jail—right. But, if I kill a man 
whom 1 see raping niy wife had 
shot my children dead, 1 am not 
guilty with law or the God because 
I was protecting a life and my pur¬ 
pose is not to take a life but to save 
my wife’s life. God always asks; 
what is your purpose? I have earned 
a reputation as a man of peace just 
because 1 did not go to Vietnam. 
This is because when I go to war, 
1 kill people—my purpose is to kill 
mother, father, babies—kill whoever, 
.so my purpose is to kill. I use steel. 
1 use weapons. While in the taxing 
ring all that I have is gloves with 
protection and my purpoK is not to 
kill. James Ellis, my friend who is 
w.th nie will tell you that 1 had 
him in a position to knock him out, 
but, 1 puiled my punches and told 
the referee to stop the taut. This 
led Gerry Quarry, another top figh¬ 
ter and Floyd Patterson to say it 
was a fixed light, rigged fight sim¬ 
ply because I did not kill the man. 
So, boxing is not bad because God 
knows my purpose is to sport and 
win a decision—not to kill. And, only 
God can judge our actions. And, I 
do not feel guilty of taxing because 
I never wanted to harm anybody. 


5TH SCRIBE: You have actc>d in 
two films. Ls there any possibility of 
>our opting for films iis ,1 full-time 
job? 

Ali: (smootheas his coat lapeLs, 
pat.s a bright red handkerchief pee¬ 
ping out of his breast pocket) “Yes 
—both these films tell me I should 
not be in the film business (laugh¬ 
ter). The movies did not make it pay 
like taxing did Yes. they got pretty 
good reviews, but no money. I am 
not an actor—the Hollywood style. 1 
am an actor my style. I pretended to 
h.'ife Uston, hate George Foreman, 
hate Joe Frarier, (grimaces to show 
how Frazier looks like), hate Ta*on 
Spinks—that’s my stylo. I made two 
movies—I always wanted to be 
the movies just to know how it is to 
be like in the movies—and I 
done it when 1 got a chance but it’s 
not mv field. To be a great fighter I 
h?d to fight for 27 vears. And, just 
as a movie .star cannot jump into 
the boving r'ng a boxer cannot 
tump into the Hollvwood. It^ ta^kes 
veare to learn how to art Ti is ju'f 
enough that T ha'’e left the films and 
T have no mind to continue 

6TH SCRIBE: Tell us something 
about the WORLi^-the world orga¬ 
nisation tor r.^hts, liberties and dig¬ 
nity. 

Ali; After retirement 1 have no¬ 
thing else to do and I have to do 
something to understand the charac¬ 
ter of the people. So, 1 have formed 
this organisation wh.ch has a char- 
.ter and is legally registered m the 
United States. What I plan to do is 
to raise money to set up orphan 
homes, boys camps, hostels and ^ 


schools and do whatever I can for 
the needy people. There will be some 
branrnes in other countries including 
India. You have many problems in 
this country, lull of problems. We 
will come forward whenever you 
m‘ed help. It is a non-political, non- 
rcligious and non-radal organisation. 
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, Mos¬ 
lems—anybody can join, because the 
God never named them Hindu or 
Buddhist or Christian or Moslem. Man 
gave these titles. And, it is these 
titles that keep them separated from 
each other, keep people lighting 
(applause). I want to do something 
where title is not the problem. For 
the Cod judges us by our deeds not 
by our religion, or by our titles or 
by our nationalities. Mv aim is to 
bring together all people in the 
WORLD Lke a United Nations—but, 
no politics. Sec, Russia is mad at 
America. America is mad at Russia. 
But, the common people of both 
Russia and America want peace. It 
is the politicians who work up hat¬ 
red. It is the leaders who cause all 
the trouble. The common man is in¬ 
nocent. So. We just wsat to get all 
the, common people together in this 
organisaton (applause). 

7TH SCRroE; Is there any truth 
in the rumour that you may sud¬ 
denly decide to re-enter the ring and 
create history? 

All; Create history? Well, Tm 
not as dumb as 1 look (applause) 
Yes, sometimes when I look at the 
new champions, I think If I can be 
him. But my mind tells me 1 can’t 
(showing the bulge hi bia stomach). 
My body tells mg I can’t. Those of 
you Who are here, don’t you see 
some young girls sometimes? and 
feel like doing...well thinking you 
could...but you can’t because your 
body tells no (prolonged applause, 
laughter). The same with Muham¬ 
mad All. I tell you one thing. When¬ 
ever yon see a man successful in 
life, whenever you see the man 
whom people love, you believe that 
God has helped hhn or that be has 
been endowed with some secret po- 
. tion thet can keep him going forever. 
You are wrong. You may he surpri¬ 
sed at this conversation, may he 
shocked at the wiadom that flows 
from my mouth, mav be shocked at 
how I look at a person. But, Muham¬ 
mad A’i is not iu-st a boxer, he is 
a vessel that Gnd has chosen so net 
to the people. He made me a good 
boxer, not beceuse he wants me to 
box all ntv life, but to get your 
aft€i»ti«n. So that I can so-ak be- 
rau.<e I have a lot to sav and if you 
•ist-D to it it makes a lot of sense 
rAnottier .’°cribe raises his hand) 
What’s it now? 

flTH SCRIBE: Champ, since yon 
h-^'-e come. 

Ali: Did you say tramp? 

K’TR SCRIBE • No. Champ.. 

Ah; But. sounds like tramn... 
(ipirwev, yon did say diamp...didn’t 

v»>a? 

O'l'H SC3I1BE: Are you prepared to 
, fight Indian wrestlers— Dara Singh 
|28 


and Randhawa—in a wrestler-boxer 
bout just as you did in Japan by 
fighting Innoki? 

Ali: Will he fight me? 

lO’H SCRIBE: Yes, of course... 

Ali. He must be crazy. Is he 
good? 

8TH SCJHBE : I have a challenge 
here. 

Ali; He wants...what? 

8TH SCRIBE: Challenge. 

All; He must be from moon loo¬ 
king for money...! don’t think he is 
serious...(the $cribc bands over a 
piece of paper to Ali) What’s this? 

8TH SCRIBE; Letter from Dara 
Singh and Randhawa... 

Ali; (Pass.ng the paper on to Sa- 
xena) Everyb^y listen. (Saxena 
starts reading; it is addressed from 
the Sterling Wrestling Promotion— 
the promoters of international profe¬ 
ssional free style wrestling to the 
Sports Editor, ‘Times of India Even¬ 
ing News’, Bombay. Dear Sir, you 
arc aware that we are promoters and 
exclusive right holders for Rustam- 
E-Zaman Dara Singh and Rustarn-E- 
Ilind Randhawa as regards their 
participation in all wrestling bouts 
cither in India or abroad. In view 
of Muhiimmad Ali’s visit to our coun¬ 
try Rustam-E-Zaman Dara Singh and 
Rmrtam-E-Hind Randhawa pre¬ 

pared to challenge him individually 
in wrestling vensus boxing bouts in 
India similar to that one Muhammad 
Ali had with Antonio Innoki a cou¬ 
ple of years ago in Japan ) 

Ali; (springing up from his seat) 

1 tell you something, Antonio Innoki, 
the Japanese wrestler—has anybody 
seen him?—Well, this Japanesie 
wrestler challenged me, and, I say 
no wrestler will ever defeat me be¬ 
cause a wrestler will have to go to 
grab me like this (puts his hand on 
the neck of the person sitting besi¬ 
des him)...righL,.bc will have to grab 
me. But, before the wresUer nets 
that close...whenever he is that close, 
ho is hit by me. I cannot see a wrest¬ 
ler beating me, because if 1 hit him 
(punches his left palm hard) it will 
be all over. Do you know what lmioki 
did? He came out and lay on his ba' k 
—he would not stand up—and, he. 
kept kicking at me...kicking...re¬ 
member?...he kept kicking. He would 
not stand up like a man. Now, if I 
meet your wrestler, he is got to 
make one deal, make one agreement. 
He cannot lie oo his back and go 
on kicking (laughtorl. He is got to 
stand up and come and get me. He 
is got to wrestle me standing. 

8111 SCRIBE: OK. Ihe moment 
he lies on his back, he is out. 

Ali: I’m going to punch and he 
can wrestle. If he gets me first, it is 
good for him. If I get him first, it is 
bad for him (laughter). 

Saxena: The next question.. yes. 


Ali: 1 can’t be a coward and let 
the challenge pass. 


Saxena: Are therd any more ques¬ 
tions? 

Ali: Is your wrestler here? 

8TH SCRIBE: No. 

Ali: Where is he? Hiding? I 
want to see him. Yes, now. Where is 
be? 

8TH SCRIBE: He is in Patna...By 
the way, if he can’t go for your 
hands, he can definitelj' go for your 
legs... 

Ali: It’s OK, as long as he stays 
up... 

8TII SCRIBE: He is the greatest.. 

Ali: He is the gfeatest around? 

1 

8TH ISCRIBE: Yes, yes, in India. 

Ali: ? Ohi! he is the greatest in 
India, but, I am the greatest in the 
world...How many people will see 
me fight the wrestler? (pause)...Do 
you want me to come back again to 
India and light the wrestler? 

Reporters: No.. .No. 

9TH SCRIBE: Mr Ali, you have 
been given a warm welcome in Delhi 
and Bombay. 

Ali: Let me sit down...(Jimmy 
Ellis enters' I want you all to give 
roe a hand for the man who will 
box me at the exhibition—former 
world champion James Ellis (app¬ 
lause)...! want you to have a good 
look at him...now...so that you can 
see him after the fight...you may not 
recognise him after the tight. 

9TH SCRIBE: Your impressions 
about the reception. 

Ali: 1 never received a welcome 
in no country like 1 have here. l<am 
not saying this because I am here. 

1 have never seen so many people 
in the streets, so inanv people at the 
airports. 1 have never seen sudi a 
welcome and never met any leaders 
as humble as the leaders you have 
here as models. I enjoyed the coun¬ 
try—it is beautiful, and, I am sorry 
because 1 cannot stay longer, 1 am 
gmng bade to America, and, 1 have 
a film to follow me. in that every¬ 
thing has been filmed. 1 am going 
to put them together, make a docu¬ 
mentary and show it on the televi¬ 
sion to all the SO States in the USA, 
so that people Iberc can see for 
themselves what happened in India. 
Thank you. 

loth SCRIBE: Everyb--., here 
wants you to demonstrate how fast 
you are? 

AH : You want to see how fast I 
am? Lemmc show you. (Calls up 
an elderly bakUng gentleman to the 
dais) Come on, 1 am not going to 
bit you. (the man walks up to the 
platform) Now, I will show how 
fast I am (asks the man to open his 
palm and raise it). I am going to 
punch his palm ten times before you 
all can count two...one...two. OK? 
(applause) Yes, ten times (takes 
two steps backwards, shrinks his fist 
into a ball, leans forward and then 
pulls out a red handkerchief from 
his breast pocket) The light shin&s 
on his head can’t sec...(iHaces the 










Ali driving mto tovm at Bombay 


bandkcrchM'f on the bald palth) Well, 
it’s all right now...I am now going to 
bit him ten times before you can 
count two all right?... (Turning to 
the audience) When I say go, you 
say, one., two...as soon as I say go... 
Let’s try...Go 

Audience: One...two... 

Ali; Faster please...as quickly as 
you can...and. as .soon as I say go... 
Now, go... 

Audience; One. two... 

Ali: OK. Do yon believe I can 
hit him one two...three...four..., 
five . siV...(punches the man’s palm 
to his countdown)...ten times? I am 
going to hit him fifteen times before 
you count two...Do you believe it? 
(ha...ha., hi hi)...when I say go, say 
again one, two...This is testing...say 
one more time...Go... 

Audience; One, two... 

Ali: OK, onc'e more...Go...(lau^ 
ter)...What’s so funny about it? 
When 1 sa.v go...But. you are not go¬ 
ing to believe it... 

Audience; We can... 

Aii: 1 afn hitting this man ten 
times...Go. 

Audience; One, two... 

Al.: (without moving at all, and 
doing nothing) You want to see it 
again? You didn’t see it? You 
didn’t sec it? You didn’t see it? I’m 
so last that you could not see it. 
(Turning to the man with the raised 
palm on the dais) Are .you hurt (TTie 
mi>n shakes his head and laughs}... 


OK, now gentlemen, a couple of more 
questions and we will call it quits. 
I am so very hungry and tired. 

11th SCRIBF.; Ali, what would you 
do if .you are asked to box in Tehe¬ 
ran? 

A.i: What’s that? 

11th SCRIBF: Has Khomeini ask¬ 
ed you to fight in Teheran? 

Ah: If he asks me to fight, who 
would I fighit: 

11th SCRIBE: Why. Khomeini... 

Ali: Oh! has Khomeini asked me 
to box an exhibition match? You 
see, 1 get paid for being crazy, what’s 
your excuse? (ha...ha .ha...ha) I 
get paid tor being a fool, what's your 
excuse? (ha...ha...ha...ba) Did you 
get it?...No. He is not going to ask 
me to box there. He is a religious 
man he says. And, I am sure he 
does not promote...he is so strict, to 
me he seems too strict, as strict as a 
jealous woman...no, 1 do not think 

he will promote boxing. Asking him 
to promote boxing is like cisking him 
to let the girls wear mini skirts oi 
short dresses. Do .you understand? 
Real Moslem stuff, with beards and 
all that. He will not ask me to box 
at exhibition because he is so reli 
gious. Nice to answer that question. 

12th SCailBE: Does the United Sta- 
tes have any moral right to ask for 
the boycott of the Moscow Olympics 
after what it did in Vietnam? 

Ali: That’s a good question...the 
only one. I am not the American 
Government, and 1 am not going to 
be one of its spokesman. 1 did not 


agree with them in Vietnam, so I 
cannot speak for the Government— 
1 was against the Government at that 
time. But, 1 will .say this the people 
who were ruling the country and the 
Government at that time were not 
the ones who are in power now. 

12th SCRIBE: Has the present US 
administration repudiated the Viet¬ 
nam war? 

Ali: Oh, I am so hungry... 

13th SCRIBE: Would you fight the 
present World Champion if that can 
tree the American hostages in Iran? 

Ali: Yeah, always. 

13th SCRIBE: In Teheran? 

Ali: Anywhere in the world. Even 
Teheran. J am not scared of Tehe¬ 
ran. I am scared of nothing (growls 
like a tiger)...Don’t you know I am 
the Greatest... 

14th SOIIBE: You are conceited... 

Ali: I am not conceited, I am 
convinced...See, conceited means you 
think you have it when you don’t I 
know I have skill for boxing, ^ood 
looks...can you believe (puts up a coy 
look, combs his hair, pats his cheek) 
that I have been fighting for 27 years, 
and look at my face? Can you be¬ 
lieve, 1 have been fighting 27 years.., 
and, I am (pause) prettier than you. 
(ha...ha...ha...ha) 

Ali walks away and the curtain 
comes down on a memorable Press, 
conference. 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 
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WITH AU IN INDIA 

Why Ali 
had to go 

iil’M DELIGHTED, I’M SURPRIS- 
Tlijl IS how the boxing 
suporstar reacted to his appointment 
as US President Carter’s roving emis¬ 
sary to five African countries. But 
was it that surprising? It was, in¬ 
deed inevitable that Ali would be 
called upon at one stage or the other 
to reinforce America’s global drive 
to sell the "boycott Moscow Olym 
pics’’ slogan. 

Ali had not only been singing the 
same tune but has also demonstrated 
that he meant business, by withdraw¬ 
ing 36 athletes selected to the US 
Olympic squad, who had been train¬ 
ing at his California gym. More¬ 
over, Ali, who had ont'e been up in 
arms against the American adminis¬ 
tration following the jail sentence he 
got for refusing to serve the US 
Army in Vietnam appears to have 
got over that bitterness. To news¬ 
men at Bombay he confessed that he 
had nothing against the present 
administration, "ft is not the same 
administration that fought the war 
in Vietnam,” he argued to justify 
his support for it. He has identified 
with the Carter administration so 
very closely as to come out in favour 
of Carter’s bid for re-election In 
November. 

With these credentials, Ali was an 
automatic choice as the peddlt r for 
Carter’s merchandise. Even while 
In India, most of his efforts appear¬ 
ed to be concentrated on winning 
support for the USA rather than on 
boxing that brought him money and 
fame. Never did he miss an oppor¬ 
tunity to tell how bad and brutal the 
Russians are. that India is the next 
target for Russian attacks and tha’ 

It is the Americans alone who can 
drive the Russians out of Kabul and 
thus prevent a possible tragedy. 
“India,” he argued, ‘‘.should be 
among the first countries to denounce 
the Russians and boycott the Olym¬ 
pics because the Russians are like a 
spoiled child stealing out of a cookie 
jar, and if you do not slap him he’ll 
take more next time.” 

Although, with all his popular 
and efforts Ali failed to sell the idea 
of boycotting the Moscow Olympics 
to India (this led him to tell news¬ 
men in Madras ; “Are you Commu¬ 
nist ? May be you are in league 
with the Russians ? What if you 
cce Russian tanks and Russian sol¬ 
diers taking over this town, how 
would you feel about it?”) The US 
State Department did not fail to re¬ 
cognise his potentialities as a sales¬ 
man for the US view. Ali is famous ; 
he has a large fan following: 
above all, bii.ig a ivlosLm and black 
he has the "clout” with the Islamic 
and African nations which no other 
person In the USA, including Carter, 
can daim to have. 


Indeed, even before he left Lousi- 
ville, his home town, for India on 
January 24, the State Department 
and the White House must have had 
decided to cash in on his image and 
popularity to project the US interests. 
As it is known by now that, a few 
days before Ali was to leave foi 
India, he was approached by some 
State Department officials with sug¬ 
gestions that he should possibly po^ - 
pone his visit to India to a later date, 
presumably, the US administration 
wanted to requisition Ali’s services 
immediately and put it into mure 
profitable use. The State Depart¬ 
ment knew that India was not going j 
to change her mind cither about the 
Russians or about the Moscow Olym¬ 
pics. So, Ali’s efforts were going to 
be wasted. At the same time, post¬ 
ponement of the visit would have 
had carried the message that Ame¬ 
rica is not happy with India. 

Hut Ali could not oblige the ad¬ 
ministration, because of the contract 
he had signed with a British film 
organisation on November 16, 1979 
for a tour of India beginning on 
January 24 and ending on February 
7. The administration, too, did not 
press the matter hard, hoping, per¬ 
haps, that maybe Ali would bo able 
to work up public sentiment in 
India against that country’s partla- 
pation in the Moscow Olympics. 

But as Ali reached Bombay on 
January 28, a call came through to 
him from the White House at the 
hotel where be had been billettoo 
“It's the President, who wants to 
speak to you”, the operator on the 
other end informed him. Carter then 
told Ali about his idea to draft him 
■n bis ‘offensive’ against the Moscow 
Olympics and send him as his special 
envoy to some of the Atrican coun¬ 
tries. The White House had been 
trying to get in touch with Ali since 
his meeting with Mrs Gandhi in New 
Delhi on January 25. It is through 
its New Delhi Embassy, that the 
White House finally caught up with 
Ali in Bombay. An US Embassy offi- 
d<rt also got in touch with him in 
Bombay presumably to brief Ali on 
his mission. Ali’s heart was no longer 
in the Indian tour. 

On the night of January 29, aftej 
the exhibition bout, he started say,.ig ] 
that he was tired and that he would | 
prefer to drop Madras—his next stop | 
—from his itinerary. The reason I 
given by him was that the flight in 
which he was booked foi Madras 
from Bombay was inconvenient 
".Six O’clock in the morning is too 
early,” he said. H.-r was however 
prepared to fly to Calcutta on an 
early morning flight. “Why don’t 
we go to Calcutta now and finish off 
the tour by February 1”. he said at 
one stage. The promoters, who had 
arranged the tour, were confused b'lt 
explained it away as something of a 
joke or as another for which the 
hoxer is famous or infamous for. 
Certainly nobody suspected that 
something was cooking. Meanwhile, 
the US Embassy offirial made him¬ 
self a part of Ali’s entourage and 
even met the Bombay Governor as 


one travelling vrith AH. It now seems 
that the message informing Ali that 
he had been appointed Garter’s 
envoy for African countries was com¬ 
municated there at Bombay. 

Ali, then reluctantly took the 
flight to Madras after night-long 
hassles with the promoters that went 
on till about the time Ali left for the 
Bombay Airport. Presumably, the 
promoters were telUng him about his 
'xmtractual obligations. But after he 
reached Madras, it became certain 
that he was going back on February 
1. and would not be making rest of 
liiS trip to Bangalorj*, Hyderabad and 

I'cutta. His wife, Veronica, catc- 
gOKCdlly told me: “We arc going 
back”. Checks in the airline offices 
also confirmed this. 

Ali, however, made the formal an¬ 
nouncement about cancelling the 
remainder of the trip on the even¬ 
ing of January 31 just about the time 
it became known in New Delhi that 
Carter’s representative, Clark Clif¬ 
ford’s talks with Mrs Gandhi had 
failed. Among other things, Mrs. 
Gandhi had declined to be a party 
to the boycott Olympics move initiat¬ 
ed by the USA. Was it a co-inci¬ 
dence? All, however told the promo¬ 
ters that he woud like to come back 
to India, after his diplomatic shuttle 
to Africa, and complete the schedule. 
The promoters, however, were not in¬ 
terested. 

“Events”, Ali said, “have overtaken 
us”, while announcing the changes in 
his plans. But, did it really? Looks 
more like design than an acadent. 
Could not President Carter have 
waited for another three or four 
days by which Ali would have had 
finished his Indian tour? He did not, 
perhaps because he wanted to say it 
again: ‘We do not like your policies 
and attitudes’. Now that the Clif¬ 
ford mission had failed he had no 
compulsions to keep India in goou 
humour any more. 

Ali stayed in India for three days 
more—till February 3—waiting in 
New Delhi for the US Air force air¬ 
craft that was to take him to Africa. 
Had he wanted, he could have kept 
his schedule for Bangalore and 
Hyderabad and even come briefly to 
Calcutta. According to his original 
schedule, he was to arrive in Calcutta 
on February 3 night. Just before his 
departure from Delhi, the Siviet 
Ambassador in India handed over a 
message from the Russian President, 
Mr Leonid Brezhnev, asking him not 
to make the tour. “It is not good”, 
the message said, “to mix politics 
with .sports.” 

It is a pity that Ali who had all 
through his life been ardent pacifist 
and had kept away from politics, 
should became a pawn in super¬ 
power rivalries and even boast that 
he deserved the appointment. “I’ve 
no comparison. Don’t you see they 
haven’t been able to fill in the vacan¬ 
cy caused by my retirement from the 
ring. They can’t find a better diplo¬ 
mat than me”, he said in one of his 
farewell news conferences. Poor Ali! 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 



Veronica: 
Ali won't 
leave me 

ii\'OU HAVE BEEN TRAVELLING 
1 with us fur six days now and yet 
you waned so long for the mtervi^. 
What a patient man you are ?" That 
was how Verontca, the third and the 
current wife of the boxing superstar 
Muhammed Ali a stunnmg beauty 
jiorn Los Angeles reacted when I 
asked her in the lobby of the Con¬ 
nemara Hotel at Madras if she would 
(are lo tell HER story. “OK, only 
one question’' she saul. J knew that 
IS what she would say because she 
normally shuns the Press as Islam 
enjoins women to stay tn the bark- 
ground. This I was told by one of 
the aides of Alt. But as the conver¬ 
sation went on, ime question became 
many. Excerpts 

SPORTSWORLD: When did you 
meet All for the first time? 

VERONICA: I was just out of 

school and was doing a summer job 
as a hostess with John King, a fight 
promoter, at Salt Lake City, in Utah. 
My assignments included escorting 
the participants from the airport to 
the hotels. And that was how I met 
Ali for the first time in 1974. I was 
just 18. 

SW: Was tt love at first sight? 
Veronica: No, not at all. Our first 
conversation had been very brief and 
our relations did not grow beyond 
exchanging formalities. Certainly I 
did not even dream that he will one 
day become my husband. 

SW: When was it that you fell in 
love with him T 

Veronica: It was in Kinhasa, 
Zaiie, when Ali came to fight Fore¬ 
man. I had gone there, again on a 
summer stint, from the same fight 
promoter for whom I had been work¬ 
ing when I met Ali first. It was 
then that we met each other quite 
frequently and 1 tame to know Ali 
better. 1 found out what he was 
really like. To my surprise, I found 
that he is not all that what be was 
said to be—a biaggart, a show off, 
a hypberite, a vicious man, a killer. 
Instead, I discovered he was tender, 
sincere, and a loving kind of person. 
And 1 was floored. 

SW: When did you get marriedT 
Veronica; After another three 
years. 

SW : Before you, Ali had two other 
wives and he divorced both of them. 
Aren't you afraid that he may leave 
you one day for a new spouse ? 

Veronica: No, I’m not. I under 
stand him thoroughly. And i know 
he is in love with me. So am I. I 
know both his former wives. Wc 
are all completely dilferent from one 


another. He married me because he 
found in me what he was looking 
for tn his former wives but could not 
get. Yes, wc are going to Uve 
happily ever after. 

SW: Why did Ali divorce hla two 
former wives? 

Veronica : It’s a long story and I 
am afraid I cannot tell you alL The 
first wife, because, I believe, they 
were having too many quarrels over 
religion. She would not embrace 
Islam Beside.s, she was. .well what 
should I say, . a tough person, a 
tough lady who loved to punch. As 
for the .second wife .well let’s skip 
It .it’s a sordid story. 

SW: Do you fight each other of¬ 
ten ? How about disagreements ? 

Veronica: Let’s not call it fights 
1 would rather say debate. Yes. we 
argue. On nothing very important 
really. Small hassles, onoc in a 
while. 

gw : How do you find him at a 
husband 7 

Veronica : It’s very difficult to 
answer this question in a few words 
But if you want me to, I will say hi¬ 
ts sincere, considerate, dedicated and 
above ali a person who does what he 
means, what he believis. Isn’t it 
nice to have such .i pc-tson as a hus 
band? 



SW: tl seems that AU has two 
faces—one that is public and the 
other that is private. 

Veronica : 1 presume so. Ihe faos 
that be puts up before the public 
the act that he puts up before the 
public arc just jokes, a mask hiding 
his real self. 

SW: Does he act and joke at 
home ? 

Veronica : He jokes and plays and 
makes faces with the kids. Not so 
much with me. Sometimes, he does, 
when there- are guests. 

SW: How is it like be>ng married 
to a celebrity ? 

Veronica : It is certainly very ex¬ 
citing. Occasionally, however, I 
miss privacy. 

SW: What Is the best thing about 
being married to Ali? 


Veronica: I guess the best thing 
Is being married to someone you 
love. 

SW : And the worst ? 

Veronica : Lack of pnv.icv. Occas¬ 
ionally it would be me*- lo ju.st to 
be able to go out with him to n 
restaurant and not bi- M-cogrii.sed 

SW : What attracted you to All ? 

Veronica : He is --o different from 
the other people I knew .So good, 
so sincere. 

SW : Were you ever frightened 
when All was in the ring? 

Veronica: No. I was never reallv 
frightened but sometimes 1 felt but¬ 
terflies in my .stomach. 

SW : Tve noticed AU leering at 
pretty girls. And the girls, too, go 
craiy over him. Aren't you jealoua? 

Veronica ; No I’m not. It’s better 
that he should know other girls so 
that he can compare me with them 
and find how good I am. Only this 
way can he appreciate my qualities 
and only this can endear me lo him, 

SW : Is AU a hearty eater? What 
are his favourite dishes ? 

Veronica : He <-ats well. His 
favourites—I suppose—are beef steak 
and salad. He avoids fats and starch 
as he IS accumulating bulges in th<’ 
stomach 

SW ; AU said in one of his Press 
conferences that you have been nag¬ 
ging him to buy sarees for you and 
that you have d>scarded the ward- 
I rolie that he had bought for you just 
I before leaving the States. What have 
! you to say about it 7 
I Veronica : It’s all a joke. So far, 

I I’ve only bought seven sarees in 
' Delhi and Bombay and four more in 
I Madras Would you call it nagging ? 

I 

I SW : You look fabulous In a 
I saree. Who introduced it to you? 

I Veronica : A friend in Hongkong. 

j .SW: WiU you be wearing sarees 
even when you go back to the States? 

Veronica ; I will certainly be wear¬ 
ing them m my home. Maybe, occa¬ 
sionally for parties. They arc com¬ 
fortable but they are not as useful 
as our dresses. You always have to 
stay alert to keep 't in place. 

SW: What are your imp reon io n s 
of India ? 

Veronica : I feel so completely at 
home because everyone is so nice, so 
warm. 

SW : Are you a Muslim ? 

Veronica : Yes, my Muslim name 
is Rehana. 

SW; Is it because of All that you 
changed faith 7 

Veronica : No. I had euibraced 
Islam even before I met Ah. 

SW : Why ? 

Veronica : Because Islam says that 
all religions are good, while the reli¬ 
gion that f belonged to earlier said 
that it was the only true one. 

Interview with TOOSHAR PANDIT . 
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AUSSIE W/ND/ES IIIRD TEST 

Aussies 
thrashed 
—and 
how! 

JOHN BENAUD 

W riTH NOT LONG TO GO FOR 
lunch on the second day of this 
third Test which could avenge for 
the West Indies their embarrassing 
five-one hammering by Australia five 
seasons before, Andy Roberts sent 
Greg Chappell’s team into a drunken 
wobble. Yet, as the openers Wiener 
and Laird, strolled untroubled to 
23, Roberts seemed to have lost that 
ferocity all the world’s batsmen have 
known. There were even hints 
Roberts was nearing the end of his 
majestic career. And it was Holding 
who split Wiener and Laird at 23, 
Wiener popping a shortish ball to 
Haynes at forward short-leg. A reflex 
catch this, darting his hands to the 
right. 

And so in came Ian Chappell, still 
the hometown favourite at his Adel¬ 
aide Oval despite the season’s less 
than pleasant tilts with officialdom. 
Laird got a single from th: start of 
Roberts’ sixth over. Chappell came 
to strike, to shuffle as always across 
to off just as the bowler releases. A 
lucky snick scorched down between 
gully and fourth slip for two. 

It is worth noting this Adelaide 
pitch is a beauty for batting, even 
paced and even in height. Batsmen 
can play forward with confidence to 
strike the ball on the up. Evidence 
which rather enhances the great 
qualities of the next ball Roberts 
sent down to Chappell. 

Roberts dug it in and at mighty 
speed, it skidded up at the shuffling 
Chappell who had time only to fling 
up a protective glove, before it can¬ 
noned into his shoulder and propped 
out to gully. The fourth ball was 
further up, perfectly pitched on off 
so Chappell was bound to play. As 
bat came down to meet the ball it 
darted ever so slightly away off the 
seam and Greenidge at second slip 
^ook it low but comfortably. 

In came Greg Chappell, to face 
the fifth ball. It was the replica of 
the ball that reared so violently at 
Ian ChappelL Like Ian, Greg threw 
up the protective bat, it caught the 
shoulder and dollied away to the 
giant Garner at gully, Greg Chappell 
out first ball Incredible, and the 
Adelaide crowd stunned at the de¬ 


mise of their favourite sons, coula 
offer only an awe-struck 'ooohh*. And 
Andy Roberts was on a hat-trick. 
The orthodox hat-trick ploy of crowd¬ 
ing the field around the batsmen was 
unnecessary. They were all In 
anyway—as indeed they were for all 
of the match. 

And on strike, Australia 3 for 26 
in pursuit of the West Indies’ 328, 
was Hughes. He let the ball miss 
the off-stump by a coat of varnish 
and so Roberts missed a hat-trick. 
But when you get rid of the two 
Chappells in two balls I suppose you 
might feel it’s the equivalent of four 
wickets in two balls. . . 

From that moment the Test belon¬ 
ged to the West Indies, yet there had 
been times on the first day when 
Australia seemed to have a chance. 
Greg Chappell won the toss, and 
whether it was because he feared his 
batsmen might crumple to West 
Indies pace on the first morning or 
whether he genuinely believed the 
hot, bright day and white, hard pitch 
would assist the Australian attack. I 
don’t know. But he took the risk so 
many Test captains have paid for 
deqrly in the past and invited the 
West Indies to bat. 

Greenidge, who had been in such 
sui^rlative touch in the one-day final 
series against England, was first out 
with the total only 11. Normally 
Greenidge is well forward, but Lillee 
raised enough doubt in his mind and 
Greenidge was trapped right back on 
bis stumps. Of course, such early 
success against the West Indies rais¬ 
es something of a problem these 
davs. 

ft means Yiv Richards comes in— 
and all summer here in Australia that 
has meant picket-spanking batsman- 
ship. Today was no different, burcly 
a fielding captain would be entitled 
to think a new batsman, an even in 
touch Richards, would grab a few 
sighters with the scoreboard showing 
one for 11. Richards' idea of sighters 
was to thrash three consecutive fours 
oil Pascoe, a pull, a cut and a scor¬ 
ching cover drive. All dispatched 
with that nonchalant jawing on his 
chewing gum and minimum swing of 
that giant bat. Later when veteran 
off-spinner Mallett came on there 
was another hat-trick of boundaries. 
By lunch there was disappointment 
among the crowd that he was only 
76 off 78 balls, 13 boundaries. Such 
was his blazing power a century be¬ 
fore the break had seemed well with¬ 
in his grasp. But after lunch it was 
as if the Australians had put some¬ 
thing in his meal—the genius had 
been replaced with mere mortal in- 
disciphne. 

Lillee began and beat him three 
times. Richards had replaced his 
confident forward or back footwork 
with a nervous shuffle. The fourth 
ball he had him, aiming a square 
cut at a not so short ball and Marsh 
look the catch. And the score was 


still 115 when Haynes' at the other 
end pulled Mallett straight into 
Lillee’s mid riff behind the umpire. 

Ilieh Ian Chappell took a splendid 
rolling first slip catch when Kalli- 
charran failed to get right to the 
pitch of Mallett’s off spin. The al¬ 
most preceptible resignation the 
Australians had shown as Richards 
savaged everything offered now 
turned to euphoria. There was a 
chance Greg Chapt^ll’s decision to 
field would be vindicated—^the West 
Indies 126 for 4, Lloyd and Rowe in 
strike. 

Lloyd has been in shocking touch 
since his leg operation, Rowe has 
just been doing poorly. Yet such 
were their fighting qualities they 
held the striving Australians at b.iy 
until 113 were added. In the begniii- 
ing they merely survived. Parrying 
the good bails, often beaten, letting 
those go they didn’t have to plaj^ 

Rowe hung on 160 minutes for 40 
and hit only four fours, such was his 
determination to defend. Lloyd’s was 
a marvellous captain’s knock. He 
batted only 27 minutes more than 
Rowe but .scored 121—71 more. And 
he hit 17 boundaries, many of them 
those scorching drives that seem to 
flow from a bat wielded by arms of 
rubber. 

It was vintage Lloyd. He began 
his onslaught near the end of 
Rowe’s innings, gained a little mo¬ 
mentum in his short stand with 
Murray, then really blitzed the Aus- 
ralians. Rowe went at 239, Murray 
at 252, then Lloyd—and to who else 
but Lillee^—in the last over of the 
day at 300. With'Roberts he put on 
48. Only nine came from Roberts 
such was Lloyd’s domination. It was 
Lloyd’s 12th Test hundred, his fifth 
against Australia and the highest by 
a West Indian at the Adelaide Oval. 
Roberts went in the last over too, 
leaving the West Indies 303 for 8 at 
the day’s end. Even though Garner, 
Holding and Croft added another 23 
on the second morning, Australia 
must have remembered Richards 
and reasoned they had done pretty 
well on .such a plumb batting wicket. 
NDY ROBERTS CHANGED ALL 
that. After the Chappells had 
left so quickly to consecutive deli¬ 
veries, something that had never 
happened in the 38 Tests they’d play¬ 
ed together, Australia floundered. 
Coming back from 26 for 3 in a Test 
is tough—without the deadly duo 
and against this West Indies awe¬ 
some pace attack it proved impossi¬ 
ble,- 

At stumps only Laird, gritty as 
ever, Hughes, flashy as ever, and 
Border, imperturbable as ever, had 
shown the Test match character such 
a challenge requires. Laird batted 
for nearly three hours for his 52 
then as if to celebrate the half cen¬ 
tury aimed to drive Croft and Gar¬ 
ner bent down to throw up the catch 
at gully. Hughes looked spectacular 
at time.s, driving and cutting but the 
moment Croft cleverly went around 
the wicket he surrendered. There 
was a suggestion of hit out or get 
out about his 34 off only 65 balls. He 



was fourth out at 83 when he just 
dabbled with a Croft slanter. It was 
a flne edge that went to Lloyd at 
first. It was a comfortable catch for 
the big fellow hut he seemed surpris¬ 
ed and very nearly dropped it after 
a few juggles. 

Then it was something ot a pro¬ 
cession. Marsh dangled the bat at 
Cruft and failed again. There was 
once a time when Marsh’s batting 
has won the odd Test for Australia. 
Now he has done his dash. Imme¬ 
diately some experts called for his 
dropping and the inclusion of 
Wright, who has been getting some¬ 
what more runs comparatively tn 
Sheffield Shield. This is nonsense. 
The critics outdo their own argu¬ 
ment by specifying there is nothing 
wrung with Marsh’s keeping. In 
tact, they stress Marsh is still the 
best ’keeper. 

In cricket it is a crime to choose 
your ‘keeper not for his ‘keeping but 
for his batting. I recall England 
here in Australia back in 1956. The 
champ Godfrey Evans was in the 
side, but because a young second 
‘keeper Roy Swelman was the better 
bat they chose him for Evans in th<‘ 
Sydney Test. Swetman promptly 
dropped two simple catches from 
the great Fred Trueman. No, let- us 
hang on to Marsh, despite his out of 
touch batting. 

Alter Marsh succumbed, Lillee, rs 
he did sometimes in the past, showed 
admirable com age. He was struck 
around the body oy the West Indies 
fastmen, most notably by Holding 
who,with one lifter badly bruised a 
finger in Lillee's bowling, hand. 

But the great Australian fast bow¬ 
ler, with the finger taped, and with 


a doctor giving him a needle on field, 
batffed on for nearly an hour, trying 
with Border, to save face for Austra¬ 
lia. _ Add when Lillee finally snapped, 
skying Holding down the ground 
where Haynes ran belter skelter 
from extra cover to take a catch 
overhead, Dymock came to stop 
the wicket tumble for another 43 
rninutes. It was gutsy stuff a few 
high Older bats might well have not¬ 
ed. Although ill such circumstances 
one should always remember the 
bowlers have often run their fitness 
to the limit by the time the tail arri¬ 
ves. 

Australia’s humiliation in this Test 
was not to be complete until the fifth 
morning, but on the third day the 
West Indies threw out a broad hint 
they intended to ride Greg Chappell’s 
men into the dust. Roberts wound up 
the Australian first innings at 203, 
bowling Border. 

And then Greenidge, Richards and 
Kallicharran toyed with the Austra¬ 
lian attack, hampered as it was by 
the breakdown ot Lillee, still feeling 
his badly bruised finger In fact, 
when the West tndicD second innings 
ended Lillee had no wicket—the first 
time in Tests he’d not taken one. 
Greenidge laboured over his 78. hop 
ing this might be the occasion of his 
first Test century in Australia. 
Richards made 74. This was a much 
mdre controlled effort from the 
champion right-hander. In the be¬ 
ginning Len Pascoe tried a spot ol 
Richards baiting. Foolhardy stuff 
this. He managed to beat Richards 
once, then Richards let a couple g<' 
one of which was a bumper. Rich¬ 
ards played the next quite compet 
ently and Pascoe, much to the sur- 
piise of those of us who know how 


dangerous Richards can be, sarcas¬ 
tically clapped the great man for lay¬ 
ing bat on ball. 

He'aVens, fancy making fun of the 
man they call Smokin’ Joe, the man 
who has treated every Australian 
bowler with disdain this summer. 
Richards tugged iiis cap, allowed 
Pa.scoe a single glance as he brushed 
at the pitch and then set about a 139 
minute stay in which he and Greeni¬ 
dge put on 136. By stumps the West 
Indies were 303 for 4. A lead of 
428 with still two days to go. Lloyd’s 
intent to crush Australia was obvi¬ 
ous—with 14 minutes to go he sent 
In a night-watchman. 

Lloyd announced at the day’s end 
he hoped to set Australia 600 to win, 
with a declaration about mid-after¬ 
noon. The hint between the lines be¬ 
ing not only were the Australian 
bowlers not likely to got wickets, but 
liis batsmen were going to give 
them a good hiding. Lloyd went to 
bed that night knowing Australia 
could not possibly win—only two 
teams have got more than 400 in the 
last innings of a Test to win. 

He thus became the first West 
Indies captain to lead his conntry to 
a series win in Australia in six visits 
—they led the st;rk;s one-nil after 
the win in the second Test. Just 
how demoralised the Australians 
were was obvious next morning 
when they let Croft hang on another 
47 minutes. Then Greg Chappell 
.dropped a waist high chance from 
Llovd at first slip. Kallicharran went 
relentlessly on to his 12th Test hun¬ 
dred, his fourth against Australia. 
Lloyd and Murray stayed with him. 
Dymock mercifully ended the slau¬ 
ghter by grabbing the last four 
wickets for 12 in 38 balls. 

Austialia’s win target was 574. 
They began hopelessly. Wiener, sadly 
out of touch and thus out of his depth 
in this Test, edged to Murray. If one 
had to show a stranger to the game 
“the catch behind’’ this was a good 
example—Roberts delivery well up. 
Wiener not across, the edge, Murray 
catching waist high. 

Chippell was out hooking, Ian 
Chappell that is. He got four the 
ball before from a hook, tried again 
and the baU seemed to hit his helmet. 
He looked unhappy when he left, but 
equally true it is to say he looked un¬ 
happy while he was there. 

Greg Chappell played as if he 
meant to get the runs that evening, 
a strange example of fighting batt¬ 
ing for his team-mates to follow. He 
went at 71. Laird, very solid again 
—^what a wonderful success he’s 
been in his first Test season—went 
at 83, leg-before like Chappell. K 
Hughes was fifth out. leg-before too 
and not happy, insisting he hit 
with the total 98. By stumps Lillee 
and Border were out too and it was 
121 for 7—a dismal and embarrass¬ 
ing capitulation by a team that seem¬ 
ed to have no guts for the fighting 
task they faced. It took nine overs 
next morning for the scorclinc to 
read West Indies won by 408, and 
the scries two nil. A thrasbing- 
and bow. 



Cordon Greenidge cuts with power 
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VIUIURV WAHNINC CIGARETTE SMUKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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News: National 


NATIONAL T. T. PREVIEW 

WilITTFI 
lift the 
gloom ? 

PANKAJ BUTALIA 

A nother national table 

Tennis Championship is on now, 
at Durgapur. At a time when players 
should be at their peak, looking for¬ 
ward to this most important tourna¬ 
ment of the year one finds the mood 
is one of despair—and this wlicn we 
have the most promising batch of 
juniors in over a decade. My reading 
is that the seniors are demoralised 
because of the totally arbitrary func 
tinning of the Table Tennis Federa¬ 
tion of India which still continues. 
Teams are announced at the last mi¬ 
nute even now, in spite of a promi».‘ 
made by the TTFI that no team will 
be sent without at least one month's 
notice. The criteria for selection of 
teams kcej? changing. How else can 
one explain the dropping of Ariin 
Kiininr for the team for the World 
Championship last year and the 
dropping of National cham¬ 
pion Manjit I)ua from this 
yeai’s team to Saudi Arabia 
Age certainly couldn’t have been 
the reason for Manjit’s dropping. 
Manjit is barely 25, still at the top 
of Indian table tennis with as much 
or little effectiveness abroad as am 
other Indian players. And surely se 
lectors like G. Jagannath (and earli 
er Farrokh Khodaiji), who have re¬ 
presented India into their thirtii^s 
should be the last ones to adopt tins 
criterion. 

The juniors see all this. They pro¬ 
bably also see no chance of their 
breaking out of the rut of Indian TT. 

It is already becoming too late to 
realise fully the promise they held 
out two years ago. The TTFI, except 
for its ritualistic, pointless coaching 
camp to Japan for a couple of play¬ 
ers has done nothing to help. When 
will it ever learn that the Japanese 
camps don’t help our players mainly 
because the Japanese coaches don’t 
have time for our players. Of the 
30 odd players who have been sent 
on such camps in the last decade not 
one has gained to the extent that 
he/she would not have by playing 
on his/her own. Most of these 
coaching camps are reduced to sho¬ 
pping sprees. Surely once the TTFI 
can show some imagination. 

What is worse is that domestic 
tournaments in India are becoming 
rarer and rarer. What happened to i 


the promise of prize money tourna¬ 
ments the TTFI held out five years 
ago ? Most tournaments told up be¬ 
cause of the unreasonably high share 
the TTFI demands. It demands 1/3 
of the total prize money ottered to 
players. And what has the TTFI to 
show for the Rs. G0,000 it should 
have collected this way so far ? 
Luckily there is still one tournament 
that goes on—and every year be¬ 
comes more attractive to players— 
the Kailashpat Singhania Prize j 
Money Tournament. Partly because ! 
of the interest taken by the house ot i 
Singhania and partly because of the 
involvement of one of its employees. 
Jyoti Bajpai, has with the game, 
the tournament continues despite tlr- 


TTFI booty. It is probably the only 
major tournament players look for- 
w a r d to. It is the only 
tournament where players of all 
calibres are treated with respect. 
Bajpai told me that the tournament 
organisers were interested in raising 
the prize money up to may be Rs. 
50,000 or maybe even a lakh but they 
would do so only If the TTFI didn’t 
take up such a big share. So the 
TTFI not only doesn’t do anything 
but also obstructs potential. 

Where do we go from here ? 
There doesn’t seem to be any way 
out as long as the initiative is left to 
the TTFI which assumes it has the 
monopoly over all such initative. 
Maybe the players’ movement in table 
tennis, which started at such a high 
pitch three years ago can now think 
ill terms of more concrete schemes 
to help Indian table tennis out of th^' 
deep morass it is in. 
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NATIONAL BASKETBALL 

Services 

continue 

reign 

KHUSHI RAM 

'■rui; JAII’UH NAllONAI. BAS 
1 kctball (JiajiipioiiNtiap was seen 
by me as a .selector <►( the Basketball 
l'e(i'Tation of India Also, it was iny 
111 .St opportunity to see the champion¬ 
ship as a writer 1 belong to the 
golden era ol Indian basketball— 
yeais l!)(iV to l!i70 when the sharp 
shooting ot .Sarabjit Singh, Abbas 
Moontasii an<l myscll posed a threat 
In the best ol teams. When I look 
baik and eonipare tlie standard then 
•ind the .standard now I feel div 
appointed The .laipur NatiouaLs 
showeil only one player — my own 
ti-ain mate, Hanumaii Singh — who 
could be said to be of international 
staiidaid. 

What .specially surprised me was 
that llaiiuman, at 30. showed signs 


ot improving while other players ot 
his age are last Uising their rellexos. 
lie is an excellent dribbler who liter¬ 
ally .storms into the opposition camp. 
His capacity'to dodge JivaLs and 
teed the .shooters'is immense llanii- 
man and Ajmer Snigli, both of whom 
work in Shi Irani Itayons, were p<‘r- 
haps the best c'ombination among all 
the te.im.s and helped Bajasthai) to 
make the linal grade. 

S<-rvic'i!s letaiiied the champion 
ship, then 11th m succession. On 
piesent lorm, i* seems that excc'pt tor 
some -sort of a ihallengo trom Pun- 
)ab and Haiasthan, tlie .supremacy of 
Services will remain iintettered. 
They are the only team that are. 
eijually goinl in both defence and 
otfence. 'Ihree of their playeis, 
skipper Om Prakash, Raitijilal and 
Radhe. Shyam are all very tall. 
Subramaniani and Raja lend excel 
lent support from behind. Purthci, 
they undergo training tor a longei 
period, which 1 think helps them. 

was imtncsscd by the way Guja 
I at and Uttar Pradesh performed 
(iujaiat made hisloiy by ijualilying 
lor the knock out rounds by beatiftg 
Bihar. In tact, the Gujarat viitorV 
torced tho technical (ximmittei' ot 
the BI''I to summon an uigeiit meet¬ 
ing ,ind I tear the detidlock that had 


lisen in the men’s pool “C” with a 
three-way tie among Bihar, Gujarat 
and Karnataka. Tlie coinniiittec, 
after going through the points scored, 
derided to ask Karnataka to bow out 
.i.s they had the least aggregate. 

1 was sorry for Karnataka, but the 
way Gujarat’s international Kirit Oza 
•md young Mustaque Keswani playinl 
.igainst Bihai really imprc.ssed me. 
Hih.ar were platxJd third last year but 
this lime they ended in a far frtmi 
satisfactory pixsition. Their shooting 
maehine, the seven-footer Sunil 
Panda, ini.s.scd at lca.st a dozen free 
1 brows. He, along with' another 
Giillivei, Pradip Srivastava failed to 
keep a watch on Kirit Oza and Jeetii 
SLsixliya. I blame the Bihar boys as 
they lost patience and committed too 
many fouls, thus losing tlie services 
ul Zal Irani. Hihar kxst the match 
f.9-74. 

However, they sutxeeded m avoid¬ 
ing being cliiiiinatcd fiom the knock¬ 
out stage. They knew their late in 
< .ISC' ot a three-way tie lor j chance 
to ipi.ilitv lor the knockout .so they 
wri<- under obligation to keep the 
losing maigin to less than 17 points. 
When Iwo minutes were lei I against 
(iiijarat, they were trailing 74-53 
Two baskets by Kainlakar Rao and 
('vbaii<l.ra.sekhar hel|xHl Rih.ir to rais-e 


Afert’.s titlff-holdarx for the eleventh time. Services with the Raiasihan Governor, Dr. Raqhuknl Tilah 



its tally to 39 and surpass Karnataka’s 
average. This effort by the Bihar 
boys was very iateresting and I must 
Rive iredit to their coach and former 
international Jagannathan for bis 
role here 

The match between runners-up 
Kajastban and l^unjab in pool “B” 
was the best in the entire champion¬ 
ship. It was obvious to everybody 
that the winner ot this pool tie 
would make it all the way to the 
tmals. ALso, the loser oi the Punjab 
Itajasthan He had to clash with Set 
vices loi a place in the last eight. 
I'hus It became a lilc-and-death affair, 
as both teams were well-balanced. 
Uut n was Hanuman vybo tilted the 
balance in iavour of Rajasthan. 
Hanuman, Zorawar and Ajmer com¬ 
bined very well and by the interval 
Rajasthan were up 32-23. Punjab 
fought well but a timely substitution 
by Rajasthan’s couch Binagwan Singh 
when he brouglit Rajinder Singh for 
Piatap Siiigjj changed course of 
the match. Punjab’s international 
l’aranHlc(‘P was well-marked ^ 
Hanuman. But despite this he did 
well. Punjab is not a young side and 
so they were out of breath. They 
lost the uuaal match in which tho 
last six minutes saw llanuman’s in¬ 
terception and dribbling at its best. 
Rajasthan’s man-to-man tactics and 
Hanuinan’s mastery (/aid rich divi¬ 
dends, although their opponents wcio 
considered to be a better side. 'Ihciv- 
atter, Punjab had little chance to 
survive in the champoinship. Rajas¬ 
than met Services in the quarter 
finals. 


P UNJAB, WHO HAD SURPRISED 
Services in the pre-Asian bclore 
the Nagoya Asian Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship, tound themselves in a fix 
^services were a hard nut to crack 
this <time as they bad worked out 
their strategy carefully. Subra- 
tnaniam and Kaja were a wail dilhculh 
to get past and they kept frustrating 
the Punjab shooters. Services changed 
their style from zone defence to 
maii-to-man. Baldeo and Mander 
were tlie main feeders but they were 
heavily guarded, Radhe Sbyam 
worked extra hard when be found 
Oiii Prakash off colour. Kuideep and 
Anil Punj were dooig well but Pun¬ 
jab lost Baldeo after five fouls and 
without him rebounds were difficult 
to collect. Moreover. Services re¬ 
served their energy for the lai^ few 
minutes and Pratap Singh did the 
damage with some go^ baskets 
against a depleted Punjab side 

Rajasthan were assured of a 
berth in the finals for the second 
consecutive year when they found 
Uttar Pradesh as their rivals in the 
semis. U.P. began on a promising 
note but when Rajasthan changed 
their strategy the former’s poverty 
of attack wias exposed. U.P.a ace 
shooter Dharam Sini^ made some 
good shots and his height was an 
added advantage, but when Ajmer 
started takutg care of him and Hanu- 
iiian marked Magatlal, the match 


became one-sided to give Rajasthan a 
clear win. 

The other semis between Railways 
.md Services was also a onesided' 
affair, with the latter having a clear 
edge — Railways had broken Servi¬ 
ces’ monopoly only once in 1968. 
Even with .stalwarts like Paramjit 
Singh, Muralinath and young Abdul 
Hamid or Babu in the team. Railways 
were no matiJi lor the Services. "The 
absence of Abbas Moontasir and 
Surendra Katana made all the 
difference. 

Once again Rajasthan met the 
mighty Services in the finals. 'Ihe 
home team was expected to surprise 
the aimy team as they were playing 
in local conditions. Services play¬ 
ed lo a plan with pivots Om Prakash 
and Radhe Shyam at their best. 
Rajasthan went on such a spree ol 
fouls, that they got thoroughly dc 
moralised. Added to Ibis was Zora¬ 
war Singh’s injury, thus making if 
difficult for him to fit into the rhy¬ 
thm of the game. Hanuman was 
kept at bay by Raja. Referee Ved 
Arora took a technical foul against 
Rajasthan’s Rajcndra Singh foi 
questioning h-is dedsion in an abu¬ 
sive tone—the oiic and only case in 
the Nationals. 

1'he final saw Raja.sthan take the 
lead only onc«- 32-30 and that was 
.ill Ajmei Singh though heavily 
guarded pushed his way m to .score. 
Hanuman tried his best to overtake 
Raja but in vain. Although .Services’ 
skipper Om Prakash was off form, 
Radhe Shyam covered up well and 
scored the most baskets. .Services 
beat them 6!k39 (o lemain .supreme, 


linnuiniiii Sintih of Rajasthan (in dark 
shirt J traps to score apainsf M P 



WOMEN S MATCHES 

Punjab 
struggle 
to win 

KIRAN AJITPAL SINGH 

IT WAS AFTER THREE YEARS 
* that I returned to the national bas 
ketball scene. The lay-off was due to 
my marriage with Ajitpal. Hut carlv 
Inst year, I decided to .stage a come 
bark and join my old team, Delhi. My 
loleagues in the Delhi team, Renu 
Ruparcl and Kiran Sandhu, who are 
.-il.su married but had not shed any 
of their keenness for the game, ins¬ 
pired me to do so. To my surprise 
I .saw that the standard of the game- 
had improved tremendously. Even 
a learn like Bihar is making the 
quarter-final grade. 

Now, tho Punjab, Maliarashtra, 
Railways and Karnataka teams are 
almost equal. If one takes an indivi¬ 
dual team in terms of potential, I 
would rate Maharashtra as the most 
talent-rich State. All the good girls 
from the State, Shubha Puthran, S. 
Lalifa and S. Vidya, have joined Rail¬ 
ways. They have raised a good com¬ 
bination with Nandini, Prescilla, 
D’Souza and Lalita as their main 
players. 

However, Punjab remained the 
iposl outstanding team. We all ex 
peeled Railways to finish op top this 
time as they had the longest training 
prior to the Nationals. But they were 
jell high and dry in pool A when 
Kerala, thanks to the schoolgirl 
shooter, Lcllamma. Railways were 
derailed and could not make the 
quarter-final, losing again to Punjab 
in another pool A match. In this 
match I .saw tiny Asha, a good ball 
handler, who plans her movement 
well and was well supported by the 
two Sumans--Sharma and Sood—to 
do their shooting jobs cleanly. The 
Railways nnncie.ssarlly got them¬ 
selves involved in long shots which 
boomeranged. 1 was disappointed 
with the showing of tlic Rail-women. 

Bihar also lost to Punjab, in the 
quarhertliHiab They have two girln 
in their ranks who could be better 
players in the future. They are ■ 
Nepali girl Poornima and Narigsder 
Kaur. 1 was particularly happy to see 
pint-sized Poornima’s ball handling. 
With better height, more could be 
expected of her. She has learned her 
play by watching the Bjhar boys 
playing at Jamshedpur’s United Club, 
where her father is a security guard. 

Punjab, runncr.s-iip Karnataka, 
Delhi and Maharashtra made the 
semi-final. My team, Delhi, could be 
rated as the surprise entrant in the 
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Tail stories 
from 

Basketball 

IMagar 

B asketball is essential 

' ly a game of tall persons 
and the 30th National Basketball 
Championship saw as many as five 
7 ft'plus who, with their towering 
height, presented the spectators a 
startling sight. There were Pune 
collegian Stiarad Kulkarni (7 ft 
2>2 in), the Uttar Pradesh police 
inspector Dharma Singh (7 ft 2 
in), Gujarat’s international Kirit 
Oza (7 ft), burly international 
from steel city, Jamshedpur, Sunil 
Panda (7 ft 3 in), but it was 
Bihar’s Pradecp Srivastava (7 ft 
4 in) who was head and should¬ 
ers over everybody. This computer 
technologist from Tisco, Jam¬ 
shedpur, was the star attraction 
of the championship. All these 
Gullivers were given names like 
Havana, Elephant, Lamboo, Caven- 
der Cigarette walahs etc. Rather 
than feeling embarrassed, they 
enjoyed the titles. 

BASKETBAIX IS A DEMAND- 
ing game which requires perfect 
physical conditioning, but this 
game attracted the largest number 
of married women players at the 
Jaipur national. The Bengal team, 
with Mrs. Jennifer Paes, Mrs. Sa- 
rita Rajgariah, Mrs. Shirin Mukh- 
erjee and Mrs. Lynda D’Cruz, had 
the highest number of married 
players followed by Dehi, which 
had three, in Mrs. Kiran Ajitpal, 
Mrs. Renu Sabbarwal and Mrs. 
Kiran Kapoor. The Railways had 
Mrs. Nandini and Mrs. Roop Singh. 
Among these married women 
there were many mothers also 
who left their children at home 
to be looked after by their 
mothers-in-law or others to do 
duly for their respective state. 

KIRAN AJITPAL, WIFE OF 
hockey international Ajitpal 
Singh, who hails from Delhi 
is now settled in , Jul- 
lundur after marrying Ajitpal 
She preferred to play for Delhi, 
her old team, rather thfn her 
adopted State, Punjab. She has a 
point that since she inspired her 
married team-mates Renu and 
Kiran to continue with the game 
it became her duty also to assist 
her old team. Moreover, basket¬ 
ball being essentially a team 
game, she found it eaider to fit 
into the Delhi team. 

AJITPAL SINGH JOINED HIS 
wife at Jaipur in the lart stage of 


the tourney. The Ajitpals—proud 
arents of a two-year-old son who 
as not been named yet and is 
being called Tikoo or Mikoo by 
them—at last found a name which 
could be given to the naughty 
child. A journalist, in an informal 
talk, suggested that their son be 
named Vishwajit (globe conquer¬ 
or), as this name will be sym¬ 
bolic, reminding Ajitpal of the 
great Cup hockey victory at Kuala 
Lumpur. The idea clicked instant¬ 
ly and the Ajitpals, apart from nu¬ 
merous things, for which the pink 
city is famous, carried with them, 
a name for their son. 

THE NEWLY-BUILT RAJAS- 
than Housing Board flats 
were used for billeting 
the teams and the com¬ 
plex was named Basketball Nagar. 
But the arrangements there were 
far from satisfactory and lack of 
transport facilities from Basket¬ 
ball Nagar to the venue was felt 
badly, because very few buses 
were plying. 

THE BIHAR MEN’S TEAM, 
sponsored by Tisco, was not only 
the best turned out team with 
blazers and shinning track suits, it 
was also the most comfortably 
placed team. The Bihar boys stay¬ 
ed throughout the championship 
at a hotel. But its women's team, 
not under Tisco wings, were billet¬ 
ed at Basketball Nagar. 

THE GAME OF BASKETBALL 
originated in the United States and 
there was one girl from there who 
took part in the national diam- 
pionship. She was Lenny Forsey. 
a Rotary International Exdiange 
Programme school student, who 
is studying at Ranchi. She donned 
Bihar colours and those who saw 
her playing shall remember her 
for her fighting spirit. 

THE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYS- 
tem at the championship was 
manned by local Maiviya Engin¬ 
eering College boys, who provid¬ 
ed a helping hand to the organis¬ 
ers in conducting the champion¬ 
ship successfully. The system was 
also used for sales campaigns for 
score sheets, nylon basket nets 
and a book on basketball in Hindi. 
While brisk business was record¬ 
ed for score-sheets and nets, 
there were few takers for the book. 

THE DINNER HOSTED BY 
Mr. Jagdish Paliwal, former presi¬ 
dent of the Basketball Federation 
of India in honour of present pre¬ 
sident, Mr R. Vaikuntam, smrved 
as a good platform for the reu¬ 
nion of officials and players, both 
old and new. A similar dinner 
was also hosted by the president 
of RBA, Mr Ramakant Khetan, 

THE SEMI-FINAL BETWEEN 
Rajasthan and Delhi in the men’s 


section saw Rajasthan leading with 
only a minute for the final whistle, 
when the basket ring of Rajas¬ 
than’s board was disjoined from 
its base as the welding, which 
supported the ring from the 
clamp, gave way. The spectators 
had to wait for twenty minutes 
before a new ring could be fixed. 

THERE WERE NO SPARE 
courts for practice and no pro¬ 
per place for getting warmed up as 
the Darren area around the courts 
were sandy. The temporary stands 
erected for the final could ac¬ 
commodate only 3,000 spectators. 
The situation became grave when 
an equal number gathered outside 
to get into the enclosure. The 
participating teams had great diffi¬ 
culty in entering the area. Ulti¬ 
mately, mounted police had to 
use batons to disperse the crowds. 

THERE WERE NO ‘FUNNIES' 
or other awards given during the 
championship. But if there was 
an award for the most beautiful 
woman in the championship, ii 
would have gone to Karnataka’s 
ebullient collegian. Miss Judith 
Rubies. 

C ALCUTTA MAY WITNESS 
big basketball, in October 
next. The executive committee of 
the Basketball Federation of 
India, which met during the re¬ 
cent Nationals at Jaipur, has ask¬ 
ed the West Bengal Basketball As- 
.sociation to proceed with the pre¬ 
liminary preparations for staging 
the Asian Basketball Champion¬ 
ship. The main consideration for 
the ABC allotment is the modern 
Netaji Indoor Stadium and also 
the expected help from the State 
Government. However, this cham- 
piomffiip is subject to Union Gov¬ 
ernment clearance. 

According to Mr P. M. John, 
the WBBA secretary, “The cham¬ 
pionship is expected to cost the 
organisers Rs 30 lakhs, a large 
part in foreign exdiange, which 
will meet the ^0 per cent airfare 
to be paid to the partidpating 
teams. Apart from this, equip¬ 
ment and electronic score board 
etc. will have to be imported. The 
same equipment could then be 
used foi the Asian Games.’’ 

The WBBA had made prepara¬ 
tions to stage an international in¬ 
vitation tournament In the dty last 
November, after the Manila World 
-('.hamplonsbip, with European and 
American teams playing hera on 
thefar return journey from w«ni 
la. But some of the .baetod 
out at the last mlmite foroug the 
WBBA to cancel the chanwion- 
•hhP- 


PRAKASH BHANDARI 





semi-final in the absence of Rail¬ 
ways. 

Delhi won her quarter-final eft'ort- 
lessly against West Bengal. Bengal 
began well but crumbled against the 
attack which I myself spearheaded. 
In Delhi’s 66-56 victory, I accounted 
for 30 points alone. Karnataka easily 
beat Tamil Nadu and Punjab proved 
too good for Bihar. But Maharashtra 
had difficulties in wedging out ‘dark 
hor.se’ Kerala. Nandini Prasad of 
Karanataka was a bit slow on her 
feel but .she combined well with Tara 
Appachu, Sheela Aseevarathnam and 
Devyani to help her team make the 
last four. Here, a word about 
Karnataka’s Judith Rubies. She is a 
good fighter, but .she should also try 
to improve her skills. 


Punjab beat Delhi but the now- 
look Maharashtra surprised runners 
up Karanataka in the semis. Punjab 
were a better combined team but 
Delhi, true to its reputation, gave a 
good fight before going down 52-62. 
The winning .side’s Suman Sharma 
and Asha helped each other well and 
also basketed successfully, while 
Delhi depended too much on me and 
Kiran Sandy. I was heavily guarded 
and became almost immobile. Punjab 
played with set angle® and all the 
Five girls were good shooters. 



Karnataka did not play their best womens champions I unjab with 

and without a good pivot, their 
thrusts could not match Maharash¬ 
tra’s and they deservedly host. Shoot- [ -JJ-. 

ers Lalita Ranade and Presalla 1151 

D’Souza were just too good and out- “ 


-1 tense suualion near Ihc 1‘unjab boon! in the women’s final aoainsi 
Maharashtra 



the Governor 

smarted Karanataka in rebound col¬ 
lection. 

The Punjab-Maharashtra final was 
won and lost in the last five minutes 
of play. Both teams were balanced 
except that Maharashtra had less pa¬ 
tience. Punjab excelled in both dis¬ 
tribution and shooting, enabling them 
to take an early lead whereas the 
Maharashtra girls fumbled to shoot. 
Suman Sharma could not do much 
in the first half because of Susan 
Mathews and Shobha Iyer. However, 
the teams were tied at 28-each at the 
interval. Being impatient, Lalita 
Ranade and Nandini committed four 
fouls each and this prevented their 
swift movements as they were wor¬ 
ried about making more fouis. With 
only five minutes left Maharashtra 
were three points behind, but thanks 
to Lalita Ranade and Anant Laxmi 
they soon led 54-53. But then Maha¬ 
rashtra failed to consolidate their 
lead. Suman soon took advantage of 
this and in excellent fashion convert¬ 
ed four dream baskets which gave 
Punjab the lead to win and retain 
the Prince Baslath Jah trophy for 
another year. 

I would .say Punjab was a good 
team but not unbeatable as .Maha¬ 
rashtra could have dune it with a 
litilc more patience. As I have earli¬ 
er said, the standard has improved. 
We have just taken part in one Asian 
meet. This is not enough to give our 
women hoopsters enough encourage¬ 
ment. We must send our team for 
more Asian competitions. 

As told 10 PRAKASH BHANUARI ,„-, 40 V 
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Some men use 
Palmolive After Shave 
for the way it feels. 


Other men- 
For what it does 





r •> 


Feel it brace your skin with 
a crisp tingling freshness. 
Palmolive De-Luxf' After Shave 
IS spiced with an exclusive 
new fragrance For a bold 
masculine appeal that’s hard to 
resist. And even harder to forget. 


Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshing, excitingly different! 

colour o\ luK 
sliou\dv\puusel 


The bfav* and the bold 

Red IS warm and courageous 
denotes a love for adventure 
arMj a napacity for endurance 
(And irtdeed. accountants 
need lots of erKfurance when 
red shows up on iheir books ) 



Black is kaautiful 

Formal srxf dignified, biawk 
IS a tower of strength arvf 
the eccountent's favourito 
colour. When deep end 
gtossv. It cen be a very 
beautiful colour 


Authority and anthutiasm 

When blue arxf black 
combine, the result is both 
responsible end responsive. 

Blue-Black denotes a man 
who IS clearly his own boss 


Graan is gorgaous 

Emerald Green is deep, rich, 
passtonaie end unshafceebie 
Denotes an eesygotng 
person, slow to anger and 
fond of compamon^ip 





TIm ragal touch 

Truly royal tastes are always 
reflected in Royal Blue — 
the choice of unselfish, 
high-minded people ell over 
the world 


True blua 

The ideal executive mixes 
sensttivity with fervour, a 
destre for pleasure with 
an atality to perform Thai s 
true blue Cheipark's 
Permanent Blue 


Impetuous and daring 

Nothing is more 
unconventional than a blend 
of blue arxf green Turquoise 
IS full of quick enthusiasms, 
rapid decisions and has an 
open, honest personality 




Discover easy-flow, 
non-clog Chelpark. 

In eight magnificent colours. 


Captain's colour 

Crimson is for the true 
warrior, violet for the wise 
leader Chelpark's new 
Crimson Violet marks the 
captain who leadsmen m 
times of both peace and wa< 


Chelperk with Cfeon*X is 
merurfectured to international standards by 
Chelpark Company Limited 
Bartgelore 560 044 



our ucvO uuiuc 
is \\\c soxuc. ink 






















f 088 word 





1 In cricket, a ball that curves In the 
air from the off-side towards the 
wicket (B) 

5 A brief swim (3) 

7 A bowl played with too little bias 
( 6 ) 

8 Country In which the 1980 Olym¬ 
pics are to be held (6) 

10. To hit, especially with something 
one throws or shoots (4) 

12 If you sit on the — lines, you are 
only passively involved (4) 

15 A horse reserved for participating 
in races run over a prepared 
course with ditches, hedges, etc. 
f13) 

18 A mainly defensive position In 
football (4) 

IB In bowling, any of the wooden 
clubs at which the ball Is rolled 
( 3 ) 

20 Went or drove too fast (4) 

24 Brings sights of gun Into line with 
target (0) 

25 An even chance (4-2) 

26 A small barrel (3) 

27 In boxing, to block an opponent's 
blow (9) 

DOWN 

1 A batsman’s or team’s batting 
period (7) 

2 HusI, F. —, cricketer for India (5) 

3 Gavaskar Is the — of many young 
boys and girls (4) 

4 An overwhelming defeat (4) 

5 To end the 1 down of a player 
or team 17) 

6 Horse's shoe (5) 

8 A sum of money paid over to a 
player because of tong and 
meritorious service (7) 

13 — glass: a small telescope (3) 

14 An exclamstlon (3) 

16 The art of engraving (7) 

17 One which you may find on on 
ace of hearts or diamonds (3, 4) 

18 A boxer may get a — eye owing 
to heavy blow from his opponent 
18 ) 


21 A body of constables (5) 

22 Preflx meaning "against” (4) 

23 A player In — form Is unlikely 
to be included In the team (4) 

(Solutions next week) 


Quootlon box 


BHHHHHHHHHHHHAii I*, by butthit VtTidy.i 

Pradeep Shaw, Asanaol. 

Q: Where did S. M. Gavaskar 
make his first Test century ’ 

A: S- M. Gavaskar scored his first 
Test century of 116 at Bourda, George 
town in Guyana in the third Test 
against West indies piayed in 1970-71. 

Q; How many Test centuries did 
Vinoo Mankad make and what was his 
highest in Tests ? 

A: The late Vinoo Mankad scored 
five centuries in his 44-Test career, 
with 231 in the 5th Test versus New 
Zealand at Madras in 1955-56. as his 
score, which is the highest-ever score 
by an Indian in Tests. 

Sehln MIrja, ?4-Parganas. 

Q : What is the Test record of 
Dilip Sar.lesai ? 

A: Dilip Sardesai played 30 Tests 
for India and in 55 innings he made 
2,001 with 212 against West Indies at 
KI.^'JSton in 1970-71 as his highest 
score. He was unbeaten on four occa¬ 
sions and hence he averaged 39 23 
runs per innings. He registered five 
i centuries and nine hall-centuries, and 
held four catches 

S. Ghosh, Calcutla-32. 

Q : fs Dr. Narottam Puri a doctor or 
has acquired a doctorate ? 

A: Radio and TV Cricket com¬ 
mentator. Dr Narottam Pun has ac¬ 
quired the degree ol “Master of 
Surgery” In ear, nose and throat. 

Zafirul Islam, Miss Shakeela Amin, 
Calcutta. 

Q : What are the highest and low¬ 
est Tost scores by Pakistan 

A: Pakistan made their highest 
total of 657 for eight wickets declared 
in the first Test against West Indies at 
Bridgetown in 1957-58 and the lowest 
score of 87 in the 1sl Tost against 
England at Lord's in 1954. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 47 



Rajd««p NeogI, Oalli Ra)hara (M.P.). 

Q: What are the Test bowling 
records ol Harold Larwood and Jeff 
Thgmson ? 

A : Harold Larwood ol England cap¬ 
tured 75 wickets conceding 28.35 runs 
per wicket in 21 Tests and Jeff 
Thomson of Australia at the conclu¬ 
sion of 1978-79 season In Australia 
bagged 145 wickets tor 3,700 runs at 
an average ot 25 51 in 32 Tests. 

M. G. Prasanna, Bangalore. 

Q : When and where did first Test 
In fndia start ? 

A : India played her first Test on 
her motherland at the Bombay Gym¬ 
khana Grounds in Bombay against 
0. R. Jadine's team of England on 
December 15, 16, 17 and 18, 1933. 
England won the Test by nine wickets. 


IH.iniil GhoiO 


QUESTIONS 


1 Who was the lirst welghttlfter to 
total 1.200 lb (544 kg)^ 

2 Who was the first Australian 
player to win the women’s lawn 
fennis singles title at Wimbledon 

3 Who IS the only volleyball player 
to win lout Olympic medals '> 

4. Who was the oldest to break a 
world athletics record in a stand¬ 
ard Olympic event ? 

5 When and where were the first 
Winter Olympics held ? 

6. Henry Rono set (our world records 

in athletics m less than three 

months. What were the events ? 

7. What does 'S' stand lor in Vijay S 
Hazare's name ? 

8. Which wicket-keeper, making his 

debut, set a record (since 

equalled and beaten) by holding 
the most number of catches in an 
innings '> 

9. Who was the first batsman to 
.score a hundred in each Innings 
of a Test for India ? 

10 Who look tho first eight wickets 
to fair in his maiden Test innings? 

ANSWERS 
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iMofi*. Schnpiffj 

^ f1 1 ' f <lijV I l(/ui kI fIIV < If f' iI'jC ing 
wit’. ,0(11* I'.ci.O -il.out flu- niO',1 
f" riMv*' pl.ty. Mint ouf p.jrtfM'rs hnd fvf'r 
fiui(l( (;t (outM- thpf*‘ wofo the slonos 
of plnv‘'f fioMiog ‘ oV'H solid witioofs in 
n suit vvtn i\ tiu'ir pnrtnof (nHji ttu' 
wr(*ng li'.id .i i.iiosf .\ -'ontipf t of sovfn 
no tuniips M ftfn- opp<.ocntb 

vvor*- .i‘wnys . uln.-r tt il*- .is wfIM. hut 
’'“nt" n! Iho '1orii“. vv«‘i*- *noi(' ..uhtU* 
Sonu-fiioc , 'Oi'osu1ir,.i llu* luifion, a 
(Jolond* r di . iM. ij (o f|ivn t*i . p.irtnnr a 

Miff iiislf-d<l *'! f l.i., hi; too (M) (jafTle dfld 
ot I asioodllv Me' rnado n ditltTOncc of 
foul or fiv‘ fiii ks 

I loVv'nviT, Mil tt'*M I liloni was one 

Muif <) pla/( r fi.id .rn.iifisf fnnibclf 7 ht‘‘ 

AMS M'O fl.i'K' 

4 A ii 0 

r> -t ^ 

'*■ \ MO 0 \ 

♦ !oJ 

■ 10 -^ / 

<'^1 / 1 ■ 

4 K :■ 

' A l\ f.) 0 i’ 

*> A 'I 
4h I 

Wilfi oouUi tfio dealer and Last-West 
(jruiu* til.’ huldifig wi’,'! 
iiOIIIH Wlbt NOFUH EAST 
ly p.is; : 34 

T *■!? p'i'-'s pa's. 

Against fmii luMitr. W. ■.! leg 9 East 
won with the King and fashed the Ace 
to (.larity tlie Eioi.ilion in ttie suit Then he 
stopgi'd to think (sometinies very dan- 
goruii, at ttie lindge t.ablel) Was it 
pct.sitil,' th.'d his partner lield something 
liki' n, K ID X O' O 0 9 X x7 Thi^n a third 
lound ol club', wosild piomote a second 
tiuinp till k h.r West no mattei how 
dorl.''r(i played Having tonvini'ed hiin- 
seil ol It’e snundness of his logic, bast 
duly led .inothei i lub South disv.aided a 
ili.'m.ei.d West rutted witti 7, and 
durni'iy Itiiew away a spade It was like 
llie Iraiisfoimalion scene m tlie ballet 
A mi.iiu 111 av)o Sootti was looking at 
li'M'is in liniiips, spade.' .ind diamonds 
Now, m the space ot one trick, they had 
all di .appearedl 

Tlie stoiy-ti.TIci liod been West and I 
.a'd that he told the story agamsi himself 
It w.i' line that his partner's play of a 
third r lui, was not inspired, but he was 


aided and abetted by West’s decision’ 
to trump. It IS rarely good play to ruff 
one of declarer's losers with a sure 
liurnp tuck and tins was no exception. 
Allh'nirjh the rliih k.,id cost one trick, 
then, was no need for West to make it 
r ( 1 .1 two All Ire had to do was discard - 
tfien dei larei crjuld not have come to 
iiioie tlian nine tucks on the hand. 

; ast week's quiz At love all South holds 

♦ J874k:.’0 10 830 none ♦ K 7 6 4 ?. 
North opens one cluh and South raises 
to two-clut)-: North now bids two-tirrarls 
II looks tempting to plunge to four- 
hearts. t)ut a poiiil to Ire.u in mind is that 
partner’s trr'art tart may only he a probe 
tor no-tiumps and may not Ire l)aserl on a 
genuine suit Certainly Soutti must rni.se 
tlie tie.Ills but ttiree lie.uts is guite 
sutfiLient Indeed, many players would 
havi responiled one heart m lire first 
plar e 

rtii.s week's quif At love all South liolds 

♦ KOl0 5(^J10 9OK 10 844kAO 
He opens one-diamond and North 
responds ono-hoart .Soutli rebids one 
spade and North tads two diamonds 
Stiould South go on and, it so, how? 


Chess 


■HHHHHHHHHBHHHHHBI Petor Ctafkr* 

It IS beginning to look as it Spassky's 
career has taken a real turn for the better 
following the long period of unsteadiness 
brought on by the loss of the world title in 
1972 Coming into the Candidates' Series 
as a replacement for Fischer, who did 
not wish to compete, Spassky has beaten 
Hoit and Hortisch and now has 'only' to 
beat Korchnoi to become Itio otTii,i.il 
challenger once again. 

Korchnoi is a very tough opponent, but 
Spassky knocked turn out in an earlier 
series (the 1968 Final) and certainly has 
the superior match record Ire Iras won 
nine out of 10 ot those contests, beating 
Keres, Getter, Tal, Ear.sen and Korchnoi. 
Here is the game that put Spassky on top 
at Geneva It followed a 75-movc chaw 
which Porfisch came close to winning, 
and apparently the Hungarian grand¬ 
master was drsappomted at mtssrng his 
chances and surprised that his adversary 
could react so strongly. 

Wlirtp Boris Spassky; Black Laloa 
Portlsch, Sii ilian Defence (I.TIh Game, 
Semi-frnal Candtciales' Match, 197 7 ) 

1 s4. cS; 2 K’tcS, KteS 

3 g3. g«; 4 Bg2, BgT 

a da. d«; a 14 ... 

The Closed Varidlion is an old lavourite with 
■Spassky While's altacking piosoects nn the K 
bide must not he underestimated 



4. 0 111 1 3 
' o riunt' 

O O 10 

♦ A K 10 7653 


a ... oS; 

■ B K fa. KtgsTi 

ia Rbi.a-o 

12 Ba3. KtsS; 

14 KM. Rc 8 ; 
ia hS, Bea; 
ia RI 2 . ba; 

20 Qe 2 . Resa 


7 Kth3. B ■ 1 

a a-0. ha 
11 a3. Bea 
13 Ktf4. Bd7 
IS Qd2, Kh7 
17 g4. Qd7 
ia RbH. Bb7 


Black waits patirnliy lor events lo develop 

21 Bel. KgS; 22 Qa3. bS 

23 Qg3. b4; 24 a x b, c x b 

2S Ktdi. dS 

PcTh.ips ?6 Kte5c6 ^llnwod hy KId-i 
w.e prelerable The r oniplii aliens lhal n..w 
arise favour White 


2a d41. KtsScO; 27 a x d. Kt x d 4 

28 e4. b X c; 2a b x c, Klb3 

30 Bb3, Rc8: 31 c4. KtaS7 


This .allackj the OHP but badly dei rntMtiscs 
lire Knifjl-t 

32 Rs2. Rfs8; 33 Rial . . . 

Short of time, hotli pUiyri;. overlooKrd ttiC’ 'win 
nt a piece hy 33 Oel 

33 . . . Bf8; 34 KthS I . . . 

tlowevei, the sh.ilh rin<i blow could he rvr*r 
struiirjer 

34 . . . Kt X dS; 35 c x dS, g x hS 

34gxh + .BgT; 37 Bb2, 18 

3a B X la, R X a2; 3a R x s2. 017 

40 ReO, Resigns 

Competition G345. Solulme ne>l weeK 
Black 



Wh.li 

Blai k It) ril.iy .ind wm 

Solution to G344 (Niephaus.UJtelKy, Ober. 
hausen, 1981). (b3q3/5Bpk/p4ncp/2r1pN2 
Pp2P20/8/1P3PPP.'2RR2K1 - Black to 

play.) I hi I XI li.'iii'ir e lud. tiijl .ittf t !• 
(.1x1/. ?() I( > 11) Bl.ir k deslroyinl hi*, epponr ril's 
illu*,lulls hy yti ., Ot'3, '■7 Itel. Itiil, tr.aiipinii 

the wtiile Our nn While, tn, d '>H rj x pa, Kt x ii-t, 
39 H and was srion defeateri 
Problom No 1007. Solution next week 
G. Popov (Third Pnre, // Dr/r Vfo’se 1959) 
(8/1K4s1/1B3QS1/8p1/4k3/7r/3R4/a-S white 
man; 4 black) 

While to pl.iy .ind niate in two niovt-s 

Solution to No 100 a (Batchelor). (2rS/3R4/ 
2pKQ3/2PS/3kB3/2rS/2bB4/8 - mate in two.) 

1 HdJ (Ihreaieninr) ? (Je-t .and ? ye.l) (a) I 
K X d i. ? Kf7. (h) 1 Refl, ? K X c6. (r) 1 
R X dJ, 2 0o4. (d) 1 B X d3. 2 Be.) Tlie Ronk 
and Bishop r.irdures at d.l elirnirute [10th hu 
I tireJteni.-d mates rattier tli.iri iict nfir. ear h 
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.et your ears make up your mind I 
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' Unique speaker 

enclosure design, rich 
rosewood throughout with 
contrasting silver trims, tinted 
perspex lid and mod control knobs 
make this set instantly appealing No 
mini speakers in plastic enclosures or light 
weight components. Not a portable toy. 

A real stereo. 

5 watts stereo power. Separate controls for 
balance, tone and volume, with a tape-out 

DIN socket 

Price Rs. 1,068/'* 
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Make your happy 
moments happier with 
Regent King. An. 
exclusive blend of choice 
Virginia tobaccos 
especially selected for 
rich flavour, smoothness 


and subtle taste. 


Brought to you in an 
exclusive pack 






A happy blend of 
taste & freshness 
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moments for Regent King 
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Maximum price 

Rs. 3.50 for 20 
Rs. 1.75 for 10 

Local taxes extra. 
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STATUTORY WARNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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0 ENGLAND DRUBBED 

John Benaud recounts the 
last of the three Test blows 
that England received from 
Australia, In one of the most 
onS'Slded series Down Under 
Also, Test averages of 
Australia. England and West 
Indies. 



RESURRECTION OF GEOFF 
BOYCOTT 

An in-depth study of 
England’s most controversial 
cricketer by Ranjitkumar Ghose 
who feels that no attempt has 
been made to understand this 
dedicated opening batsman 
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Khusiram's memorable 
moments 

Indo-Pak averages (or your 
record book 

Bomi Amalsadvala on TT 
affairs 

Asian Archery report and 
colour pictures 
Sportsnews in pictures 
Beginning a new feature 
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betters to the Editor 


Experts ? 

D uring the fieth 

cricket Test at Madras 
between India and Pakistan, 
the experts comments offer¬ 
ed by Mr Anand Rao were 
puur in content and dull and 
<iir>i.ppointinM. 

I also reler to his com¬ 
ments, alter lunch, on the 
setxjnd day. He I'tnisbed his 
eoninients in almost tifty 
seconds and instead of >;iV- 
liiK Ins views and t'otnnients 
on the pre-lunch two-hour 
ses.sion, he simply gave the 
scoro-caid etc. Very often, 
he gave tile previous day’s 
sioic; eard, whiih was not at 
all ncce.ssary. liaiikly, there 
was nutlinig ot importance in 
his cxperl’ coninienls except 
a repetition ol the facts of 
play, which ilie listeners al¬ 
ready kn<'w. Finally, used 
the word, ‘extremely’ a total 
ol 92 tiiiie.s in five days. 
Th.s rep<‘ated usage was ex¬ 
tremely irritating ' 

A. J. CIIANDY, 
Bangalore. 

I HAD HITHFR’ID Blv 
lieved that an exjiert com¬ 
ment.,tors job was to an.i- 
Ivse the game and give Ins' 
own impressions of the game 
at pariicutar times and 
whenever asked by h.s co- 
comiiicntatoi's. But listen¬ 
ers like iiie were forced to 
believe foi the tirst time 
lliat an exiiein should go on 
reading the .store-card when- 
ev<u his turn came for 
(.omiiients. Dm renowned 
expiit at Madras did eveiy- 
thmg except tile job of an 
expel I most ot the times. I 
legnc't the toiKernod autho- 
iilic-.s to Im! nioie carelul in 
choosing the expert coninien- 
talors ioi future 'I’ests 

C. KEStiAV MunmY, 
Bangalore. 

MR ANAND BAD IS NO'l' 
even a goexi cuninieutatoi, 
iiiutli less an expert ! He 
liaiolv touched upon Uic 
liiiei aspect o) the game hko 
the pacii, strategy ol the 
tival tapiaiiis, Itie ueld place 
inenis, ttie weather, ati- 
pi'OiiCli and application ut 
the teams to the game, 
bowling changes, scoring 
rales, held sianda'ds etc. 
etc, 

Ji. SATHISH SHENOY, 
Udupi. 

TRUE, INDIA WON A1 
Madras but tne expert com- 


meniator made it a dull win. 
Expert Anand Rao repeated 
the same djalogue Ml the 
time l.e. 'India did ex¬ 
tremely well’. After aaying 
this he repeated the com¬ 
mentators’ sentence in either 
an active or the passive 
voice. 

SUBIR MAZUMDAR, 
Lucknow. 

NEVER DID MR ANAND 
Rao seem to have any 
tnoughts ot bis own about a 
parucuiar dismissal. On a 
batsman's dismissal all he 
would say was something 
like "It was a bcauUlui ball 
and tne batiman just suc¬ 
ceeded in edging it to . 

who look a bauutitui catch”, 
VINOD M. NAYAK, 
Udupi. 


ASKED It) GIVE HIS 
views Mr Rao simply said, 
“India IS baiting extremely 

well with . runs” and 

them give Ihe bowiing figures 
ol I'aKistan. 

MIUDULA NAYAK, 
Calcutta. 


LET ME RECORD MY 
liuinble piotest against the 
concerned authorities. I 
wonder why they didn't call 
nic as an expert commenta- 
toi for the recent Madras 
cricket Tost My memoi'y is 
sharp enough to retain and 
then repeat the comments 
already passed by the com- 
rnentaiors. I am very good 
at reading the score-card, 
and 1 can clearly pronounce 
phid.ves like: ‘‘Yes, I agree 
with you”, “That’s right”, 
“Now I take you back to 
studio”. 

After this piece of valu¬ 
able mfoi Illation about my 
abilitie.s, I hoiK' the appro¬ 
priate' authorities will con¬ 
tact me and allow me to | 
Vender my services as an ex- 
iM ii comnii-ntdlor. 

VLIIAS NASERIA 
Nagpur, j 


THE EXPERT WAS ASKED 
by the commentalcM- as to 
why Iqbal 0a'''ni was 
brought from ih Wallafah 
Road end instead of the 
pavilion end. The aaswoi 
given by the expert wasl 
“Asif Iqbal, the captain of| 
Pakistan team, has brought 
Oasiin from Wallajah Roa 
end because he won’t be ot 
use from the pavilion end.'J 
Touche! 

DR. M. PREMNATl 






Sunil Gavaskar 

You've seen him 
slicing a 
defensive field 

or 


creating the 
latest shaving 
sensation 




Now listen to 
-him singing 
your favourite! 
< tunes 
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and 

PADMAKAR 

SHIVALKAR 
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BliMPI ^ tbe reioently- 
oondodea ^ Test bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan 
at Kanfiir Chetan Chau- 

Sma tWKAred. bal^ 

oeotai^ vvk in 316 
minutes, mu he became 
India's sloiiwest balf-cen- 
tury maker. Tbe previous 
record was held Dilip 
Sardesat] who had readied 
the mnnt in 302 minutes 
M the Barbados Test in 
th« i9$l42 series against 
the Went Indies. 

Why was this landmark 
«f dunihaa unnoticed by 
AIT India Radio, m^azines 
and leadins dailies of 
India? 

aishim sarkar. 

Dibrugarh. 


Not insecure 

P iE LETTER GAUIIATI 
insecure’ in Sportsworld 
Januai-y 2 from Ashis. Rana 
and Co is, to say the least, 
malicious. Now that the East 
Zone match has ended peace, 
fully, they wJl probably cat 
their words. All right-think¬ 
ing pmple should condemn 
unequivocally such parochial 
sentiments. 

PELAB BANERJEB 
Dtmgaon, Assam. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
spectators for tbe^r beautiful 
behaviour during the recent¬ 
ly-concluded match in Gau- 
hati between Pakistan and 
East Zone. The letter pub¬ 
lished in Sporisworld Janu¬ 
ary 2 was proved false. The 
comments of Raju Mid<^her- 
jee, the East Zone sk.pper as 
well as those of Asit Iqbal, 
have proved that the specta¬ 
tors of Gauhati behave well 
with tbe players. 

ASHISH SARKAR. 

Dibrugarh. 

L.B.W. decisions 

I N CRICKET ONE OF THE 
aspects generating a lot 
of interest, healthy and other¬ 
wise, is the number of l.b.w. 
decisions given aganst the 
batsmen. 

One has to view the game, 
either live or over the T.V. 
or by the video recordings so 
generously provided by the 
Doordarshan. The case of 
Javed Miandad is outstand¬ 
ing. As a professional be 
naturally beheves in tbe con¬ 
cept of gamesmanship and 
has been able to use it to 
good ottect in bis attempt to 
sbow that be is being pur¬ 
posely done in. 

But a discerning eye can 


easily spot that the villain of 
the piece is Javed Miandad 
himseif. Miandad has a two- 
eyed stance which is very 
prominent and like so many 
batsmen hasi a back-foot 
shuttle when the bowler’s 
arm goes up. This naturally 
brings him to a position in 
front of the leg-middle-stump 
Or even, at greater moments 
of stress, in front of the 
middle stump. Consequently, 
it is easy to imagine his fate 
when he piays back or half- 
cock in his new position 
either to the inswinger from 
KapU Dev or to tpe sharp 
ortQudox spin of Dilip Dosbi. 
He must be having the same 
difficulty when he faces 
Mudassar Nazar or Iqbal 
Uasim at the nets. 

, Miandad could take a leaf 
out of tbe book of our 
super batsman, Gavaskar, 
whose shuttle brings him just 
in line with the leg stump 
and thus hie does not have 
this difficulty. Miandad, for 
his own sake, should better 
not try changing his techni¬ 
que now, for he won't even 
gel tbe runs jie is getting 
now. 

However, Miandad must 
reahze tboit his gamesman¬ 
ship will only spoil such a 
wonderful scries and must 
curb it. 

DEV KUMAR BALA. 

Caicutta. 

THE INDIAN BOWLERS 
were said to have been ro 
warded by Ibw decisions six 
times m the third Test match 
between India and Pakistan 
at Bombay, as pointed out by 
the ex-cap^ain of Pakistan, 
Mushtaq Mohammad, In this 
repeci one may have a look 
into the past history from 
Pakistan’s point of view. In 
the 19ol Test series between 
M.C.C. and Pakistan. 30 Ibw 
appeals were granted in 
favour ot the home side 
(Pakistan) in that series. 

Actually, nobody in this 
cricket world is happy with 
Ibw dedsiogas. Piven the 
great Sir Donald Bradman 
was, in his days, not happy 
with some of the Ibw 
decisions that went against 
him. .So how can wc blame 
the poor Pakistani players in 
this respect? 

R. K. CHATTERJEE 
CChabm') 
Uttarpara. 


Stop it 


W E ALONG WITH MOST 
oi lue readers ot Sports- 
world would like to request 
you to please discontinue the 
cartoon feature Sporting Life 
and instead continue with 
•All in the game’. 

ASHISH BHATTACHARYA. 

Allahabad. 
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My most memorable moments 


' MY '•CAIttMtkrM 
iT| bM CMIHI I 

live faa pm Ptet, Nejf»« * 
Jmigioe M t'.oiiM ef.ieelMwr 
Heryede vltleie tbtt X^wnU gp M 
luRb in • iame wbUdi 1 saw and 
tearnt only afUr Jotaiag the army 
white atUI in my early .leeas, 

I beiohK to a Jat larmar fimilv. 
and one or otter member of my 
family has always afiryed tte arim 
ed forces. 1 was also attract to* 
it and Joined the army after early 
schoohna. I used to pli^ votlt^bell 
in school. Since 1 Wes feaky 1 was 
told by my officers to play basket¬ 
ball as my heig^ 0. am a w(. foo¬ 
ter! suited the galim wett. 

My height really .bdpod ma m 
do well, la basketball and my o0- 
cers, Judging niy pOt^al. StartM 
belping mo in smOottohlBg.. ioa 
rough adges in my J M 
groat moments^-wlieiif 'l wah iai^ , 
ted to' play for my hniai mm for 
my raiment (the famjtts RalRiu^ 
tana RidM) and Mhen for my oten* 
mand. After three yeara« 1 waa 
chosen to represont the frarvioM in 
the Natlottai Chanfploasmm tt| 
army, my only duty traa tt suew. 
my ume m w imakaihitti-rec^^ 
The odietrs oraerM . tM m«m|» r 
tboii^ to give mb me hiid m.loed' 
and drink. Thia iiuiw^ me to do 
still li^er. I soedaUsed ih shoot¬ 
ing and hid B<! par oedt rdndta. 


It was a mom 
me when t wae 
sent the oouuto 

f uler held at Q 
^a te nmmm 

from IsSn^M 

V/ mengs in n 
IMS wlffin 1 ps^ 
Award. I ttam 
the Secretary f 
Federation of Ii 


iPte dt for 
to repre. 
miettram 


rSrt&iRnf' 

A ServhM and 

tto BaskOtbill 

liL • Mr Jagdish 


PaHt^kmemldsh^e;^ 
Kota hi Bajaadun and offisnd me 
employment lit. Shrimn Reyoas. 

The yeer iptd wpjs e very «^tr" 
fuL year for nite.' I tdtt yehnember 
it both for tlte .tfo^ I m^ved 
and the miaerlcsS fahad* Yna ora 
oa^ call ISTO m hsemara- 
'btet ahd most.,mismaolo year.’ 

Mihila te ttte Mecca'of Jtaskob 
bali in Ada. The dty, hi I9w, bn- 
ted WvlDtb Annmmary BiHtet- 
half I'Toutnameat. Asia's Bve top 


KHUSHIRAM 


. Ko^^ Juan, Thak 

-mSt and-j^jllipineiM-were 
toidttdmpfrt^ate in the mant. 
tna dMmmwilp offered three 
coveted awerdar->M acorer, beat 
player and bast pivot (centre). 

The^ idTO Indiaa team, aocordlng 
to mov was the rnkthno beat, it in- 
duded stalwarts Him Vlshnukaat 
Sharma, Haddutt. Abbas Moonts- 
afar, SorbiH and Mumoban and 
myi^ We tramed him for this 
champloaship. because a good pe^ 
formance in this meet would have 
given our asaoctetion the chanoe to 
push our teae for tbio 1S70 Bang¬ 
kok A^ad. 


:V, 



wmn eventually champioas, 1 hi*, 
keted 4d pdnts. 

1 raeeived numerous offors to 
turn ‘Pro* and stay badt u JraUm 
pines. The ofiers wetw locratlve 
gad the amoimt was IQ times more 
.than what the highest-paid mOt» 
halter in Calcuta mrts. But I polk 
tely refused the offer. , ^ 

n^R TEAM, AFTER ITS CRB« 
V/ ditable performance at Fatlali, 
was deared by the Government to 
take part in the Bangkok Astad. 
It was a memorable moment fOr 
me as I was chosen the sklppar w ; 
the,side. : 

One evening wbffe prsetkiitt . 
fast dribbling aomobodyte elbow 
(I don’t know mo pliwer) hit m 
left eyes. For a few mmutes I was 
shaken, and felt acute pain In my . 
left eyn When I tried to open tte 
eye the world waa dark to me. 1 
was taken to a doctor. He said my 
retina had shifted from its place. 
He did a minor surgery. But no 
erpert was availsbte at Patiala, 
nor did the'Basketball Federation 
of India have funds to take me to 
Delhi .and show mo to an expert. 

1 was cursing myself. After all 
what had the career given me and 
here I wm. about to lose an eye 
permanently. 

But my employers, Shriram Ra¬ 
yons, came to my rescue. I left 
the camp as I was declared unflt 
to make the Bangkok trip. I was 
dt the zenith of my esreer and 
what a fate 1 was maeting. I wont", 
to Sitapur Which is famous loT^'i. 
eye-treatment ana it wm here. that4 
I regained vision. 


oWhone (ht darh jiftpt 
a No. S) iryttg tpoofro 

' You may not believe it, India 
did her b^ and finished third, a 
pmformuce whfdi is yet m te: 
repeated. And 1 bogged all the 
three awards which were gt Wake. 
In other words. I was ooosiopred 
Asia’s best player, best scorer’ and 
best pivot (centre). I was given a 
tbupderous .ovation When I wont 
to recWve the award from, the 
PhffUpiaes' President Marcos. Pre¬ 
sident Marcos moved a few ^ps 
forward to band me over the throe 
awards. It Was a unique honour 
which no other Asian has received 
as yet. Iltat was definitely my most 
memoraMe moment In this cham 
pimisbip I scored 269 points and 
against the mighty Pfalliipines, who 


Imagine, had my employera,. 
come to my rescue what Wi 
have happened to mo7 U Is g'‘ 
there is no national fund for I 
causes. My oompoiiy spent Ra iC 
on me Just to sea that I stiga' 
comeback. And. I did R .rather 
well. After a gap of one year^ I 
was back with my old fim Ina 
yelling of 'Khushi-Khushi' wa* 
heard again fnmi tiie gaHertem 
After Injuring my eye 1 became 
the top'scorer in two consecutivO 
Nationals. Those who hod seen 
me in my prime said I waa tte 
same old KhuWu. But the R.F.I. 
selectors ignored me I tried! bard 
to win my place in the national 
team, but failed and sciatica pain 
has fOTced me to give up active 
play. 

‘ I enjoyed my days on court , 
achieved much more than I could 
ever imagine. Basketball has given 
me name, fame and a good career. 

As told to PRAKASH BHANOAfll 



Ben Templeton and Tom Forman 


STICKS AND TRICKS 

Prague : Czech detectors have revealed the duty tricks 
played against Canada s ico hockey team in the World 
Championship It seems that Czech spies called in the 
best-looking hookeis among thcir agents and put them to 
VrorK in the Prague hotel where the Canadian players were 
staying flit-e hookers did such a gootl job on the 
Canadian team thai the following day in the finals, the 
Czechs easily defeated them 

HE: ‘FLESHED HIS CHEQUE 

Lancashire ; Shopkeeper Malcolm West protested 
against the unlair tiadiiig laws and was fined £150 by the 
court He wrote a cheque for the amount across the muscles 
of his 43-irich body buikfer’s ctiest However, his cheque 
paid "in the flesh” was refused, and the judge, who was no 
Shylock, demanded cold cash. 

PUTTING IT BRIEF-LY 

Florida : Big time soccer got its first woman trainer, 
30-yoar-old Lucy Moon She has landed a job with the Fort 
Lauderdale Strikers whose players have, as a result, been 
ordered to wear shorts in the treatment room. The prob¬ 
lem IS modesty "II doesn't bother me so long as it doesn't 
bother them'. said Lucy, "and I guess it doesn't”. 

BOOKIES DON'T HALE HIM 

Bristol ; Bookmakers have refused to accept any more 
bets from punter John Hale because he picks too many 
winners. Over a period of weeks, he hardly ever lost and 
ended up winning about £2,000 Now he's allowed to bet 
only if he loses ! 


B TELLIS 



CAi^'T eAV m pic>n't wa^n , 

THEM ABOUT FA^T-MOVlNe COLD FROHTB/'' 



^ THIS SHOULD BE SOOP„.7HE>^ 
GOT DNORCEP LA^ \HBBK, 



'' yEAH... IE HE HAD A SBNS5 QF 
DiRBcnOhi HBV BB WOl^LP CLASS/' 


3wt pwA$ A N 






Ron Hendricks 


like it or lump it 


■ ” honorary doctorate conferred on 
him by the Annamalai University is 
to be respected jn its usage—is not 

■ given to snap judgements in the 
board room or the betting and sales 
rings of the major racing ^ntres in 
the country. But the decision of the 
big spender on horseflesh to resign 
the presidentship of the Indian 
Hockey Federation came like a bolt 
from the blue. It even took the 
members of the IlIF Executive, faced 
by the no means inconsiderable prob 
lem of the choice of a worthy sucojs- 
sor, by surprise. Why did the llIF 
president quit in such a dramatic 
manner ? 


India fared no better and no worse 
than could have been reasonably ex¬ 
pected m the Champions Cup 
Karachi. It was not a great team b\ 
anv stretch of imagination. I)i 
Ramaswainy complained about pre 
ssures from outside in the choice of 
near-veterans like Ajitpal and 
Phillips. But why has the IHF allow¬ 
ed busybodics to erode its autonomy ? 

•It is common knowledge that for¬ 
mer Union Minister Sikander Bakin 
added to the chans and coniusion 
that surrounded India’s prepaiatio i 
tor the defence of the World Cup 
at Beunos Aires. The team was 
doomed to di.sappointing perform¬ 
ances even before it left our shores. 
And like Zahecr Abbas, a total fail¬ 
ure on the Pakistan cricket tour of 
India, penalty-corner specialist Bal- 
dev Singh may have complained that 
somebody cast a spell on his stick 
and that was why he made such a— 
hash of things. 

The IHF did not learn its lessons. 
It allowed Shastri Bhavan (in Delhi, 
which houses the Education Ministry) 
to interfere with its affairs. AJCS 
observers were appointed to watch 
the Madurai Nationals in 1978. The 
collective knowledge of the finer 
points of the game of these obser¬ 
vers, I am pretty sure, could be 
easily engraved on the head of a pin 
by a retarded child who is all thumbs. 
But the nonsense continues and the 
grapevine has it that the Congress (1) 
leader Mr Buta Singh may be the 
next pre.sident of the IHF. 

The reconstituted IHF, which was 
not immediately recognised by the 
international body, got off to an aus¬ 
picious start. India won the World 
Cup for the first time at Kuala Lum¬ 
pur in 1975. Dr. Ramaswamy brought 
a lot of enthusiasm and some mea¬ 
sure of dynamism to ‘be administra¬ 
tion of the sport. But he made the 
mistake of keeping representatives 
of the major hockey-playing affiliated 
associations like Punjab, Bombay, 
West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh out 
of the executive on the return of the 
rebels to the fold. 


The late Abel David was not a 
strong .secretary. The lOA hood¬ 
winked him into accepting Gurbux 
Singh as the coach for Montreal. 
But he was a lot more efficient than 
his successor, Dayanand. What Dr. 
Ramaswamy, who has brought the 
honour ot staging the World Cup to 
India and has enjoyed tlie historic 
achievement of the Indo-Pak hockey 
internationals, needed was a strong 
secretariat. The inefficiency ot the 
secretariat has led to his frustrations 
and disgust. 

The administrative pioblems have 
been magnified out of all proportion 
bv the shucking indilterence of paid 
assistant .-iecretdry Dayakis.san. To 
his horror and dismay, the IHF pre¬ 
sident discovered that cheques valu¬ 
ed at Rs. 35,U00 were not deposited 
in the bank. Further, a commuiiica- 
lioii received from the Education 
Ministry about the litlh World Cup, 
seven months ago, had not been for¬ 
warded to him. It leniains unans¬ 
wered. J)ayakis.san has been in uffici- 
foi two decades. He is a pretty sick 
man and it would be in the best in¬ 
terests of the IHF if he were retired. 

Dr. Ramaswamy poured a lot ol 
his own money into hockey. He pro¬ 
moted the Rene Fiank competition 
to international status. But he made 
the mi.stdke of encouraging the 
wrong voluntary workers. However, 
he had the good sen.se to recognise 
the abilities of Bombay’s K. L. Passi 
and entrust him with the organisa¬ 
tion ot the fifth World Cup. 

Bombay is one of the best adminis¬ 
tered units in the country thanks to 
the total dedication to the game of 
its honorary sec.'etary. Passi has pul 
mure into the game than he can 
ever take out of it. He would be the 
ideal choice as the next seuotary ot 
the IHF. He tells me that tin- llilA is 
likely to rope iji Naval Tala’s .son. 
Rattan, as its president now that 
Luis Cordeiro has died prematurely 

THE FIFTH HOCKEY WORLD 
Cup (to be held in Bombay in 1982) 
will be played on iiatuial grass. Then 
Is it necessary lor India to spend 
lakhs and lakh.s of rupee.s on an arti¬ 
ficial surface lor hockey ? There are 
a lot of misconceptions about the 
surface which consists of synlhetic 
fibre filaments woven into a synthctii 
fibre base that is backed by a hall- 
inch thick layer ol spongy shock- 
absorbent material. This has to be 
laid on a concerte base. But the 
surface does not call for any change 
in technique or tactics. It is easy for 
players to adapt themselves to It. 

The immediate .advantages of syn 
thetic turf arc considerable. It pro¬ 
vides an all-weather surface that is 
uniform throughout—no depressions 


or bumps, or bare patches in front 
of goal. In rain there is no mud, 
hence no puddly quagmire.s. Mainten¬ 
ance is minimal: no seeding, weeding, 
fertilising, mowing or worrying about 
insect pests and grass diseases. For 
cleaning, a combination of occa¬ 
sional vacuuming and watering is 
enough. For a more vigorous wash, 
there arc motor-driven machines 
with rotary brushes. The fields can 
be shamiiooed with detergent, follow¬ 
ed by a thorough rinsing to remove 
slipperiness. 

New Delhi is a hot and dusty city 
111 the summer. The elements can 
.shorten the hie of the aitificial sui 
face which is not indestructible and 
norniaily guaranteed for some five to 
ten years. The surl ace encourages 
precision play and brings out the best 
in a player. But it is erroneous to 
believe that constant practice is re¬ 
quired on it for a player or team to 
shine. 

The incidence of grass burns has 
been gradually minimised as the 
quality ol the product has imiirovcd. 
Hut the surface is .still h.ird on ten¬ 
dons and calf muscles. But all the 
pldycr has to do is to throw a couple 
of chemical salt bricks into a hot 
bath and dram the stres.s and strain 
the aches and pains out of his 
muscles. Fitness, discipline, dedica¬ 
tion and a manager who can whip up 
the right kind ol enthusiasm in the 
players are what Indian hockey needs 
to tiy and get back info the big-time. 
Let’s not squander a toi tune on an 
artifiri.il surface at one centre for a 
v.ist country like India. Better uses 
c.in he found for the money I am 


ONE MORE OBSERVATION AND I 
am done with hockey in this piece. 
“Theie is a ij^rong lobby in favour of 
the Mo.scow-bound Indian team prac 
tising on Karachi’s artificial surface. 
This is a dangerous line of thinking. 
It would be most unwi.se to expose 
the Indian hopefuls to the critical 
g.ue of the Olymnic favourites to 
regain the gold medal” This will 
only encourage the development of 
an inferiority complex. That is some¬ 
thing that should be avoided at all 
costs. Why can't the busybodies keep 
out of hockey ? 

Our women will get a chance to 
show their mettle against a .strong 
Russian team over the next few 
weeks. The Russian women, Kartar 
Singh who has coached them tells 
me, play better hotkey than their 
ni.^n who shocked India into defeat 
before the Champions Cup. They 
will play six lull-scale international 
matches at Jaipur, Pune, Kolapur, 
Bombay, Lucknow and Delhi. The 
matches should be a rewarding ex¬ 
perience for women hockey fans. 
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JOHN BENAUD reports on the third Australia 
vs England Test and comments on why England 


lost the series 0-3. 

Photographs by AP 

1 ;'0R THE RECORD AUSTRALIA 
won this. Test bv eight wickets 
and thus the series 3-0. A convincing 
enough performance to give lie to 
those who chose to write the team 
otf because of its hardship against 


the tiiagniliccnt West Indies. The 
|[reat Dennis Lillee took 11 wickets 
in this Test to sweep past 200 wic¬ 
kets in Tests. It was not a pitch to 
suit either, a baldy production that 
in the end was dead slow and keep¬ 


ing low at times. Lillee, as he has 
done so cleverly all summer, dropped 
his pace, conserved his energy and 
relied on cut both ways and swing 
when the ball was glossy. 

Watching him destroy England in 
both innings—six in the first and five 
in the second—I couldn’t help 
but smile at the memory of 
the English critics reaction to 
Lillee this summer. Of course 
they hate Lillee. He is not 
their gentlemanly type, too aggre.s- 
sive. and that aluminium bat incident 
in Perth encouraged them to serve a 
double helping of vitriol. Robin Mar- 
lar from The Times, made much of 
Lillee’s bald spot. Lillee was named 
“Man of the Match’’ at the end of 
this Melbourne encounter and “Man 
of the Series’’ though. 

Marsh, when he caught Botham offi 
Lillee in the first innings became the 
game’s second most successful ‘kee¬ 
per. It was his 219th Test victim, 
equalling Godfrey Evans. But Marsh 
has bis tally in only 58 Tests, Evans 
took 91. The leader is Alan Knott 
with 252 from 89 Tests. 

Bruce Laird, the opener, again 
showed courage. Surely he is destin^ 
to rank one day next to Simpson, 
Lawry and the other great Australian 
openers. And then there was Greg 
Chappell. Ill here, with a severe 


Mike Brearlev congratulates Greg Chappell with a pat on the shoulder as Greg and Ian Chappell return to the 
pavilion after Australia won the lest 






















tbroat infection and stomach cramps 
and a strained knee, he tore into the 
England attack. He gave lie to the 
suggestion that Derek Underwood 
had the ‘wood’ on him by hitting the 
stocky spinner out of the attack just 
when it seemed he might destroy the 
Australians’ hopes of building a big 
first innings lead. 

In earlier innings this series Cha¬ 
ppell has tended to lean into Under¬ 
wood. inere was a stumping and cat- 
cnes.‘Here he waited, pernaps more 
pauent because ot tne juness. There 
were some starthng pull shots, and 
cuts, some ot them so late he almost 
seemed to sting the gloves of Tay¬ 
lor. vet unul he arrived on the scene 
Australia seemed to be struggling to 
eclipse wbat was a piiitully moderate 
bngiauo hrst innings. England made 
changes here, brmging back Gooch 
and leaving out Dilley, injured, for 
tbe iett-armer Lever. Ilandall was 
gone too, his failures so great the 
selectors were prepared to risk the 
rookie Larkins. 

G ooch and boycott began 

with a hair and intensity that 
siunned the AustraUans. Admittedly 
Lillee had to go ott belore the hrst 
hour was up. And yet another ii^ess 
saga erupted around the great Lillee. 
This time it was not the back that 
bas so cramped his appearances, but 
sinusitis and a severe, throat infec¬ 
tion. I'wo doctors brought down hU 
icinpcraiure and drained the sinuses 
and Lillee was back just alter lunch. 
And Boycott and Gooch were still in. 
Each had been a shade lucky. 

The early departure of Lillee and 
the barren pitch induc'ed Chappell to 
call in Mailett hoping for some spin. 
Boycott got one tnat jumped but Ian 
Chappell just tailed to get down the 
shaip chance at hrst slip. Gooch tried 
the more aggressive appitiach and bis 
lotted shot tell just short of the slow 
moving Dyraock at long on. Dymock 
is not tbe best held In this Australian 
team. By lunch they'd moved the total 
to 94 without loss. 

After the break they got to 116 
before Boycott couldn’t get over a 
glide from Dy mock’s slaater. It bare¬ 
ly carried to Mailett in the gully. I 
must say it was a surprisingly good 
effort from the veteran ofif-spinnei. 
When Thomson and Lillee were in 
their hey day against England back in 
1976, he pulled off some extraordinary 
catches in the gully but of late m‘ 
has been given spots where the ball 
comes not quite as sharply. Here he 
fell down to his right and hauled up 
the ball in one hand. 

Larkins stayed with Gooch for 79 
minutes and they got along to 170 
before tbe youngster lapsed in con¬ 
centration and just fended at an ordi¬ 
nary fizzer from Pascoe. Greg Cha¬ 
ppell took it so easily at slip. 

Hien England tumbled like a bundi 
ol pfurk cricketers batting on their 
first wet wicket. Gower a duck—so 
much talent wasted here, shnpiy by 



fan Botham sweeps to complete his century 


Australia's tour 
of Pakistan 

February 22-24 : First class 
match at Rawalpindi 

February 28-March 4: First 
Test at Karachi 

March 7-12: Second Test at 
Faisalabad 

March 15-17 : First class match 
at Multan 

March 20-25: Third Test at 
Lahore 


a temperament not adjusted to the 
long hours of fight needed at Teat 
level. Willey failed again—I’m not 
quite sure why he held down a spot 
in front of Emburey who 1 regard as 
a much better bowler and a talented 
batsman. Willey padded up to Pascoe 
—^just as he did to Dymock in Perth 
—and as the ball would have bit the 
middle stump about half way up, 
was adjudged leg before for the se¬ 
cond time in the series, without, play¬ 
ing a shot. Remarkable, both wickets 
fell at 177. 

Two runs before, off the last ball 
before tea, Gooch bad gone to one of 
cricket’s most tragic moments. Tbe 
big, burly, opener had reached. 99— 
just one short of his maiden century 
in 19 Tests. Pascoe in, short. Gooch 



Lillee raises his arms in jubilation as he bowls out Lever to take his 
200th Test wicket at Melbourne 


back. The defence, but it hit the mid¬ 
dle and went back straight down the 
pitch beating Pascoe in his follow 
through. Gooch had not thought of 
running. But as be said later he chan¬ 
ged his mind when he realised the 
ball had hit the sweet spot and fairly 
scooted back. He set on, without rea¬ 
lising Hughes was darting from mid- 
off. Hughes swooped the ball with 
one hand. Meantime Gooch was com¬ 
ing. Big lumbering strides. Hughes 
had the ball in hand swept back for 
the throw. He was five metres from 
the stumps and could see all three. 
But he was on the run. He had to 
adjust hLs aim to allow for his mo¬ 
mentum. Gooch was close. Not close 


enough. Hughes threw down the mid¬ 
dle stump. Gooch, run out 99, didn’t 
look at the umpire. He just took off 
•hi$ helmet, slowly placed his gloves 
in it and slumped off. There was a 
touch of the undertaker about him. 
And even the partisan Melbourne 
crowd mourned for him. 

Botham followed Gower and Willey 
pretty quickly—six down for 192, and 
live had gone for 22 in only 54 minu¬ 
tes. Brearley and Taylor hung on for 
the 78 minutes to stump. Very pro¬ 
bably because the antibiotics Lfllee 
had been fed began to catch him m>. 
He bad toiled 20 overs. 2 for 36. To 
get rid of Botham he teamed with 


Manb—the noord cquailer, and what 
a catd) It wat. Botham uanced and , 
there wu Marah diving full length to 
iM to take it in both gloves. Six for 
231 at stumps. 

Iliat they got to 306 the next day 
was due only to the courage of Brea¬ 
rley. The England captain has not 
been popular here. His insistence on 
rule changes, his defensive leg side 
field have annoyed spectators. Sadly 
here they chose to boo him as much 
as usual. A pltv because his was a 
wonderful caj^aln’ji innings, one that 
saved his side. He was still not out 
SO when the last man Willis was 
snapped up for the second time in 
the series by Greg Chappell at slip. 
He hit only two fours and while he 
stayed 235 minutes he saw Taylor, 
Underwood and Lever, the best of his 
partners, go. Lever hung in for 81 
minutes. 

Lillee was the star. He has now 
taken five wickets in a Test innings 
14 times. Clarrie Grimmett (21^ Gra- 
beme McKenzie (16) and Richie Be- 
naud (16) have done better. And he 
edged closer to them in the second 
innings when once again be was the 
destroyer. 

A ustralia begun with As¬ 
surance. By stumps they were 
155 and only MoCosker was out. Next 
day Laird and Ian Chappell, looking 
like a couple of twins in batting style 
as they shuffled across, or danced 
and played the ball through the on, 
went along to 179. Then Laird played 
a careless, uncharacteristic shot. Un¬ 
derwood, in fact, bowled an uncharac¬ 
teristic ball—a rank full toss. Down 
came Laird, tried to keep it down 
instead of slogging into the deep and 
succeeded only in spooning it to Go¬ 
wer at mid-wicket. 

Chappell was gone at 196, tor one 
more than Laird, 75. Underwood got 
hun with more of the typical flighted 
example he set himseu over the 
years, Brearley surprised a little bit 
taking the new ball before lunch, but 
on reflection it was probably a smart 
move. Anyway it worked. 

Kim Hughes and Alan Border bad 
both come in ahead efl Greg Chappell 
who was ill. Hughes is either a deter¬ 
mined run getter or a reckless slash¬ 
er. Border has a considerable weak 
spot around the off. So Brearley plun¬ 
ged in with Botham and Lever. Bo- 
toain did the trick as he so often 
does. A simple hall volley swinging 
away in the second last over before 
the lunch break and Hughes, slashing 
with a sort of flat batt^ whack, hit 
it straight to Underwood, at mid-off. 

And so came Chappell, to defy 
them to the break and afterwards to 
kill. He and Border came out after 
lunch and hit Underwood every- 
where. They destroyed his line. One 
commentator was heard to utter that 
Underwood’s two seasons in World 
Series had caused him to lose his 
accuracy. There have been some In¬ 
ane comments at the expet^ of 





Packer cricket in two leaaona tat 
that aurely ia tta daddy of them all. 

They were together Idd minutea. 
Border pulM Underwood over the 
top, ran down the pitch and hit hint 
for six. He hooked Lever. Chappell 
pulled Underwood, cut him, drove on 
the up and alapped him over mid-on. 
With an hour to go ChapMll called 
for the liver aalta to calm nia queaay 
atomach. An hour later he waa 89 
not out. That waa atumpa and hia 
partner Rod Marah had tried every 
ahot in the book to give him the 
, strike in the laat over against Lever. 
’ But Lever la clever. He angled the 
ball juat outside off to middle. Brea- 
rley had a tight oflF aide. Marah, acL 
Ing on the calm order of Chappell’a, 
raiMd batting gloves, tried nothing 
foolish. Australia ended the day at 5 
for 399. 

TPHE FOURTH DAVS TASK WAS 
1 to build a strong enough lead to 
ensure Australia did not bat last. 
Yet Chappell was right out of touch. 
Hu very nearly got out getting his 
hundred and then was dropped by 
Botham, of all people, diving at co¬ 
ver. It was no surprise when he 
spooned Lever to Larkins. He and 
Marsh seemed after quick runa. Bo- 
f tham with the third new ball finished 
off the innings with the Australiam 
171 on but I felt the bowling honours 
really belonged to the left-armer Le¬ 
ver. He managed S3 overs the same 
as Underwood, and finished with 4 
for 111. Underw^ had 3 for 131. 

But at stumps, England were a 
beaten team, crushed again by Lillee. 
Boycott out for seven, total 25, pad¬ 
ding up to an off-cutter that knocked 
back the off-stump. Larkina went back 
to a Pascoe short pitcher that skidded 
when he was three and the score 46. 
For some reason known only to him¬ 
self Gower tried to pull Lillee on 
this pitch that was keeping low. He 
was 11, the total only 64. Gower may 
be very lucky to hang on to his Test 
spot was the comment. I’d say that’s 
rubbish. Let us not forget that mar¬ 
vellous 90-plus he hit in the Sydney 
Test. 


Willey went for two at 88, glancing 
Lillee Into Marsh'# golves as be ran 
away to leg alip. It waa 6 for 82 
when Brearley, totally deceived by 
the bounce of tbe pitch, i^ayed too 
early at Pascoe and popped the ball 
to Border at allly mid-off. Taylor and 
Botham survived to stui^, Botham 
in ominously good toudi, Taylor lucky 
to be there. But at alx for 1S7 there 
was surely no way tb^ could aave 
the game. 


Yet when Taylor went oulddy on 
the last morning Lever efeln ehowed 
wonderful fighting spirit to stick with 
Botham, Botham made tbe EngUeh- 
mea's only hundred of the emea, 
although once ke waa ludty to eur- 
viva. uUee went to a great deal of 
trouble to move Dymock wall back¬ 
ward of square out in from the fanoa. 

Ha let fo the predictable bumper. 
■■ 



LHIm fa befnfl cemgratuleUtd by fan ChappvU afttr achieving thg ftai 


Auatralla knodcad up the 102 tB^ 


It took Lillee, refreshed eftar 
indi to complete the mop up. Lever 
as out to an extraordinary catch 
/ Marah. The baU reared e bit, ci- 
lerta off the bat shoulder, but down, 
iarih. come diving low, right In 
ont of Greg Chappell to whom it 
ould not have carried, to tak« tta 
Itch, the ball a [••l.wbatk- 

ig noise aa it tbuddw into hia right 
love. Willie was astounded that Greg 
tappall could attempt to catch hU 
Igi one bended, let alon# succeed, 
a waited in dUbelief until Chappell 
ud Mm — in plain AustraUan — fo 


get with aome difficulty. McCoakar 
and Laird were painful, thw in cama 
tbe Chappells. Greg was quite superb. 
His winning cover hit was oo Lwar, 
I thought it a good ball. Just short of 
a lenifth and pltchiM off, darting 
quickly to the slips, Chappell swept 
hU front leg down, bat coming 
through in a sort of flat bat fashion, 
then simply clubbed it past three 
fieldsmen in the covers staggered « 
various angles supposedly to cut off 
all angles. Greg Chappell the win- 
Mag run.,. Dennis Lillee tta Man 
of the Match." There couU really 
have been no more fitting finale to 
wbat waa a paralysing win for Aus¬ 
tralia. 



AVERAGES 


Richards, 
Gooch, Greg 
Chappell top 
batting 

WEST INDIES (BATTING) 


/ 




croft 7» 19 378 20 18.90 - ~ 

Oarnw TW 34 301 14 31.60 ~ — 

Holding gM 31 319 14 22.79 — — 

Hoberta 673 30 396 11 26.91 — — 

King 163 7 63 1 63.00 — — 

Also bowlod (Balls-Runs) ; Kallicharran lOi-82; Rtrhurda 13-7. 


AUSTRALIA (BATTING) 


Laird 

Hughes 

Hookes 

Border 

I. Chappe! 

Weiner 

Poscoe 

McOosker 

Bright 

Marsh 

Mallett 

Dymock 

Hogg 

Toohey 

Thomson 

Ullee 

Higgs 


AUSTRALIA (BOWLING) 


O. Chappell 364 26 98 .5 

Hymock 1340 66 649 28 

Lillee 1663 63 743 S6 

Thomson 364 12 189 7 

Pascoe 763 31 424 13 

Higgs 214 4 126 3 

Hogg 216 S 126 3 

Bright seo 33 1«1 3 

Hhllett 6St 32 360 6 

4180 bowled (Balln-Runs); jkirder 994: 
.Weiner 48>22: HugkM 6-U{ Tookey; 2 ^" 




Richard with th^ WorreU lYophy. He was* the most 
successful batsman m the recentlywonebided serks 
aaainst Australia 


ENGLAND (BATTING) 


ENGLAND (BOWLING) 


A1.0K DASGUPTA 



Resurrec¬ 
tion of 
Geoff 
Boycott 

RANJITKUMARGHOSE 

O NCE MATTHEW ARNOLD DES- 
cribed a great Romantic poet 
thus: “Like a beautiful ineffectual 
angel beating his luminous wings in 
the void in vaiiv” Many people will 
be tempted to' say the same about 
Geoff Boycott whose batting qualities 
always tend to be overshadowed by 
the controversies in which be is in¬ 
evitably enmeshed. It is indeed one 
of the tragedies of cricket that 
wherever he goes and whatever he 
docs controversy chases him like a 
shadow. No matter whether he is 
playing for Yorkshire or England or 
Waverlcy, the, S.ydney grade side, he 
will be the centre-piece of some con¬ 
troversy. Again it makes hardly any 
difference whether he score.s 6 
(against India, 1974) or 246 (against 
India, 1967). The selectors would 
drop him when they chose to, and 
recall him whenever necessary. 

And so the surmise of cricket- 
lovers not only of England but also 
of the world at large was proved 
right when finally the selectors had 
to requisition the services of this 
stormy petrel of English cricket. He 
was selected for the six-Test Ashes 
series, the senes against India, and 
the recently-concluded three-Tesl 
one against Australia. 

The public ima^ of Geoff Boycott 
created by the English media was 
that of the ‘petulant, rude, moody, 
introverted recluse who won’t play 
cricket for his country or tell any¬ 
one why’. This was especially after 
his self-imposed exile from Test 
cricket. Which factor probably irri¬ 
tated a person like Jim Swanton. 
Swanton in his Follow On refuses to 
include Boycott in the distinguished 
post-war company of May, Barring¬ 
ton, Dexter, Graveney, Edrich and 
Cowdrey. 

This attitude seems to be typical 
of almost all who have happened to 
write on Boycott. The trouble seems 
to be that everyone has failed to 
draw the line between Boycott the 
cricketer and Boycott the man. The 
result is that an assessment of him 
on the first count has been coloured 
to a great extent by that on the se¬ 
cond. 

Who is responsible for it? The 
Press? Or the proud Yorkshireman 
himself? The latter firmly believes i 
that most cricket writers have set ' 
i^as about Bo.YCOtt the man. “When , 
„U|i^ cpioe to interview me, they’ve 
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already got pre-conceived ideas about 
me troin the journalists. And really 
they don’t want iny answers to their 
questions. They’ve already got the 
answers in their mind, 'fhey’ve vir¬ 
tually written their story before they 
Lome, and the sooner thy can get 
away and write what they want to 
write about, the quicker they do.” 
He will tell you sarcasti(all.v how 
people in Australia ’’were absolutelv 
amazed that I can communicate, that 
I’m presentable and haven’t got four 
heads and six legs.” 

II the Press has made him what 
he is nut, Boycott too in his turn 
cherishes some pre-cont'r'ived notions 
about the Prcs.s. He can hardly con¬ 
ceal his contempt ol the Press: ‘‘1 
am somewhat wary of some news¬ 
papermen, because I won’t tell them 
everything about my reasons for not 
vplay.ng tor England, first of all, 
they’re interested and then they be¬ 
come resentful because' you won’t 
give them what they want. They be- 
(xime like spoilt children at times.” 

Really, somehow the Prc.ss has 
always treated Boycott unfairly. Tony 
Greig who has all sympathy and 
admiration lor Boycott^ cites an in¬ 
stance. "...In the iinal Test at Port 
Ot Spam in Trinidad where England 
squared the series one-all, I got all 
the credit by taking thirteen wickets 
in the game, but without Boycott’s 
99 and 112 we would never have 
been in a position to force a win. 
But Boycott was hardly mentioned 
in the despatches This was the tour 
when Boycott openly criticised cap¬ 
tain Mike Henne.ss and this received 
wide publicity, lor the Press has 
been only too ready to swoop on 
Boycott.” 

But IS not Boycott himself respon¬ 
sible for this development? Why 
docs he relusc to come out of his 
shell and allow controversies to set¬ 
tle? "I honestly believe”, says Greig 
"that it Boycott had played his cards 
light over the last couple of years 
(1974 & 1975) he would now be cap 
tain of England.” And what docs 
Boycott say? “I just suffer what they 
have to .say, but in time I’ll give my 
own an.swers—I’ll write it in my 
own words when 1 want to.” 

There arc two possible reasons 
behind the dogmatic stance ot Boy¬ 
cott. Ihe first is h.s implicit faith in 
hi.s ’public’. “Eortunateiy the majo¬ 
rity ot tile ordinary public takes me 
on my face value on my pcrlorman- 
ces tor England and Yorkshire Al¬ 
though they’re interested in the other 
stuff, they read about it, it’s not the 
prime concern of their life”. He will 
lemind you of Ian Chappell who, 
he says, has been a popular Austra 
lian captain in .^pite of all his argu¬ 
ments with the officialdom and every¬ 
thing. 

The second reason is perhaps his 
belief in him.self—in his honesty, in¬ 
tegrity and siiKfciity. "Even my j 
worst enemy can't level that again^ 
me.” Perhaps the piercing sea-blue 
eyes beneath contact lenses sudden¬ 


ly become bright every time he re¬ 
calls how he declined a lucrative 
offer to do a cigarette ad because he 
does not smoke. 

Really it is these qualities which 
have seen him through. What is 
honesty and sincerity in his personal 
life has turned into dedication for 
.md complete involvement with the 
game A.vk John Arlutt or Greig or 
any iricket writer for that matter, 
who is the most dedicated batsman 
-—the answer w.ll be the same in all 
ca.ses "Tlie greatest compliment I 
could pay (Jeoff Boycott is that if it 
was pos.sibIc to mould the natural 
bniliaiice ol Richards and the utter 
dedication and concentration of Boy¬ 
cott, there you would have the per- 
lect batsman”, says one. 

Never was there a ijioi’e run-hungry 
batsnidii like Boycott. Greig says: “f 
have never seen any other Test 
batsman make 130, go back to the 
dressing room for a glass of squash, 
limp his brow and then ask ‘is there 
luiyonc who would like to have a 
bowl.-” Just the thought ol it makes 
me tired, but that’s Geoff Boycott 
all over. During the day there might 
have been some shuts he’d played he 
wasn't happy about and it took him 
three hours bclore he reckoned he’d 
ironed out the taulls so they wouldn’t 
happen again.” In Boycott’s own 
words: “Every time I used to get 
out 1 would just sit there for ages, 
thinking why I got out, how I got 
out And I’d be ready to go off to 
the nets. Who’s going t.o bowl at 
me, I’d ask.” 

Gieig lecalls how on another 
occasion Boycott, 200 n.o. overnight. 
arrive<i eaily at the ground for a 
two-hour session at the nets. When 
lie wa.s ou-l quickly that only added 
to Ills determination. Result? “Back 
to the nets tor another two-hour 
stint"! 

“Everybody used to say that I just 
purely loved batting. Well, I did. I 
bloody did. I knew nothing else. I 

was just a player.I believe le 

Gary Player’s theory on golf that 
wliat you put in you get out. You 
have 4o work at it, and believe me, 

1 woiked at it.” 

bo Boycott ’’eats, sleeps and drinks 
cricket and is very conscious of his 
dveiagcs." But is he the “selfish” 
player he has been made out by the 
Press? “You have come here to play 
lor Boycott, not for Waverley”, a 
New South Wales state selector once 
told Boycott pointblank. The great 
Keith Miller was also very critical 
ot him. "When Boycott succeeds he 
IS at the batting crease for so long 
that there is scarcely enough time 
for the Waverley bowlers to get the 
opposition out. Boycott failed in 
both innings against Gordon, yet 
Waverley had one ol their rare wins”. 
Many say this ’’selfishness” is really 
only the outward appearance of ^ 
dedication to run-getting. Robin Mar- 
lar puts it nicely: “H.s passion for 
long occupancies of the crease has 


its negative side in an unawarenesa 
of the needs others have for prac¬ 
tice and in the depression of lesser 
mortals when the master seems so 
oblivious of the need to keep the 
score moving for the sake of the 
team’s total.” 

Boycott’s defensive technique is 
almost flawless. On good wickets 
“there is just no way you can get 
him out,” Greig says. "Indeed when 
he is in form he comes so close to 
rul.ng out error that it often seems 
that he need never be out,” writes 
John Arlott. “He judges swing well, 
plays spin with genuine understand¬ 
ing and, despite the battering he 
has had, scores steadily against 
pace.” 

“Yes, I enjoy the captaincy. Very, 
very much”. Boycott told Eric Bee¬ 
cher four years back about the York¬ 
shire captaincy which he lost later. 
And he truly wants to be England 
captain. Not in the manner he got it 
early in 1978 in Pakistan when ski¬ 
pper Brearlcy broke his arm in a 
one-day match and had to return to 
England. But a full-fledged captain¬ 
cy, for a whole series—announced 
at the beginning. 

Let the Yorkshireman with unfail¬ 
ing hunger for batting, runs and 
success sjpeak for himself and what 
he has achieved, statistically: 

“My first century for Yorkshire 
was esi^cially sweet because it was 
scored in a Roses match when we 
were struggling a bit. The 1965 Gillo- 
tte Cup final when I scored 146 and 
hcl^d Brian Close put on 192 
against Surrey will always rank high 
in my memory; then there was that 
wonderful tour of Australia in 1970 
71 when we brought back the Ashes. 

I have mixed memories about that 
because I was injured, but it was a 
great tour. 

“My first match for England, being 
a.skcd to captain Yorkshire, avera¬ 
ging 100 in a first-class season and 
scoring century against every other 
county and Test country—these arc 
some of the other achievements 
which have given me pleasure over 
the years, I hope there will be a lot 
more.” 

Boycott had written the above in 
1976. And that was no wishful thin¬ 
king. Only the last .season he topped 
the Englcsh first-class averages with 
102.53 and that, incidentally, was 
the second time he had an 100 + 
average in a season (the first was 
10012 in 1971)—a feat which no 
other English batsman has been 
able to achieve e^en once. Again, he 
became the ninth Test cricketer to 
score 6,000-plus runs in Test cricket 
when he reached 62 during his in¬ 
nings of 155 against India in the first 
Test at Birmingham last year. Iliat 
was just a milestone in his long 
journey, not to mentipn his 100 
centuries in iirstclass cricket. Born 
on October 21, 1940, he is still going 
strong. 

. ■ — I I I I'ag mUiinWit——G'l 




'For your record book 


India-Pakistan 

series 

highlights 

SUDHIR VAIDYA 

APIL DEV, THE “MAN OF THE SERIES”. GOT 100 
wickets end scored 1000 runs simultaneously at 
Calcutta to become the youngost-ever alkround player to 
achieve the Test ‘double’. His 1023 runs and 100 wickets 
came m 25 Tests, played successively in lust 
under 16 months. Achieving the record at the age ol 21 
years, he joined Vinoo Mankad who had done it in 23 
Tests against Pakistan in Bombay in 1052-53. 

KAPII. DEV AL.SO JOINED BlSllAN SINGH BKDl 
(266 wickets), Chandrasekhar (242 wickets) Prasanna 
(189 wickets), Vinoo Mankad (162 wickets). Subhash 
Gupte (149 wickets) and Venkatraghavan (145 wickcls) 
who have captured over 100 wickets for India. 

KAPII. DEV REACHED THE HEIGHT OK GLORY 
when he bagged a maximum of 74 wickets in 17 Tests 
played in the calendar year 1979, breaking Graham 
McKenzie’s (Australia) record of 71 wickets in 14 Tests 
in 1964. Kapil Dev also scored 619 rans in the same year, 
beating Ian Botham’s (England) record of 355 runs in 12 
Tests in 1978. 

ONLY FOUR ALL-ROUNDERS IN rEST HISTORY 
have made 250 runs and captured over 25 wickets in a 
series. Kapil Dev made 278 runs and captured 32 wickots 
jn the six-Tcst series against Pakistan and joined George 
Giffen of Australia (475 runs and 34 wickets in 1894-95 
versus England in Australia), G. A. Faulkner ol South 
Africa (545 runs and 29 wickets versu.-; England in South 
Africa in 1909-10), Richie Benaud of Australia (329 run'- 



KapU Dev—Mart of the Sertes 


and 30 ivitkcts versus South Afuca in South Africa in 
I9.)7 58) and Tievor Goddaiil ol South Atrica (294 runs 
and 26 wukets vcisiis Aii'-tialia in South Atrica in 1966- 

67) 

KMMI, DEVS 32 WICKETS IN THE SERIES IS AN 
iiiipiovcincnl u|>on Vinoo Mankad’s 25 wickets captured 
III foui Tests in 1952-53 and after taking his seven wickets 
au.iinsi Pakistan the previous .season into account, his 
tally of 39 wukets captuied against Pakistan in 9 "Tests 
lias ..'clipsed the record of 37 wickets bagged by Mankad 
in 9 Tests. He is the first pace bowler troni India to get 
100 wickets in Tests. 

IMRAN KHAN AI.S(J BAGGED HIS lOOTH TEST 
wicket .It Madras and with his present tally of 112 wickets 
lioin 27 Tests he has only three Pakistani bowlers ahead 
ol him — Fazal Mahmood (139 wickets), Intikhab Alam 
(125 wickets) and Sarfraz Nawaz (120 wickets). 

FOR THE lOURTH TIME, SUNIL GAVASKAR 
crossed the 300-run mark in a series. He had earlier done 




Miandad avg best 
in world 


A fter the conclusion of the india-pakis- 

tan, Australia-West Indies and Australia-England 
series of 1979 80, Javed Miandad of Pakistan leads the 
(.mser Test batting averages among the top batsmen in 
the world today. Vivian Richards-of West Indies is se¬ 
cond and Sunil Gavaskar of India is third in the order. 

Following are the career Test batting averages of 
the leading nine cricketers (as on 7-2 1980) : 
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at Bangalara 


CENTURIES: 

India (2); Sunil Gavaskar (166) at Madras and 
Dilip Vengsarkar (146*) at Dalhi, Pakistan (1): 
Mudassar Nazar (126) at Bangalore. 

MISSED CENTURIES: 

Pakistan (S): Wasim Raja (97) at Delhi, Wasim 
Baja (94*) at Mnpur and Taslim Arif (80) at Calcutta 
on debut. 

CENTURY PARTNERSHIPS: 

India (5): Sunil Gavaskar and Cbetan Chau^n 
(125) for the first wicket at Kanpur; Suiiiil Gavaskar 
and Dilip Vengsarkar (105) for the second wicket at. 
Bangalore; Dilip Vengsarkar and Yashpal Sharma (122) 
for the fourth wicket at Delhi and Gundappa Vtabiva* 
nath and Yashpal Sharma (102) for the fourth wlckot 
at Bangalore; Sunil Gavaskar and Yashpal Sharma 
(105) for the fifth wicket at Madras. 

Pakistan (2) : Mudassar Nazar and Javed Miandad 


(154) for the third wicket at Bangalore; Wasim Raja 
and Asif Iqbal (130) for the fifth wicket at Delhi. 

FIVE OR MC»IE WICKETS IN AN INNINGS: 

India (3): Kapil Dev (7 for 56) at Madras, Kapil 
Dev (6 for w) at lUnpur; Kapil Dev (5 for 58) at 
Delhi. 

Pakistan (7): Sikander Bakht (6 for 69) at Delhi, 
Iqbal Qasim (8 for 40) at Bombay; Ehteshamuddin (5 
for 47) at JCanpur, Sikander Bakht (5 for 55) at 
Bombay, Rlkander Bakht (5 for 68) at Kanpur, Insran 
Khan (6 for 63) at Calcutta; Imran Khan (5 for 114) 
at Madras., 

TEN OR MORE WICKETS IN A MATCH: 

India (1): Kapil Dev (11 for 146) at Madras. 
I^kiatan (2): Sikander Bakht (11 for 190) at 
Delhi; Iqbal QbsIiq (10 for 175) at Bombay. 

SUDHIR VAIOYA 


it in his very first series against West Indies in 1970-71 
(774); against West Indies again in India in 1978-79 (732); 
and against England last season (542). In the recently-con¬ 
cluded series against Pakistan, Gavaskar made S29. In 
doing so, Gavaskar aggregated 976 runs in 9 Tests against 
Pakistan thus overtaking Hanif Mohammad’s aggregate of 
970 in 15 Tests. 

ONE OF THE UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE SERIES 
was that three Indian batsmen, playing together, comple¬ 
ted 1000 runs in the same calendar year (1979). First Gav¬ 
askar reached the target, Visbwanatb followed him and 
Vengsarkar was the third one to do so. Gavaskar made 
1555 runs in 18 Tests, Vishwanath 1388 in 17 Tests and 
Vengsarkat 1174 in 18 Tests. 

D.LIP VENGSARKAR’S CENTURY, SCORED IN 437 
minutes, is the slowest-cver century hit by an Indian— 
slower than Madhav Apte’s century reached in 409 minut¬ 
es against West ludies at Kingston in 1952-53. 


SUNIL GAVASKAR'S INNINGS OF 166 AT MADRAS 
is the longest innings by an Indian. Gavaskar batted for 
591 minutes. 

GAVASKAR. WITH HIS 166 AT MADRAS, BROUGHT 
his tally of hundreds to 23 which earns him the third 
place, next only to Bradman’s (29) and Sobers' (26). It 
also won for him the rare distinction of scoring a hund¬ 
red against all Test-playing countries (except South 
Africa) in home and abroad. 

SIKANDER BAKHT’S 8 FOR 69 IN DELHI REMAINS 
to be the be.st bowling performance Ey any visitor not 
only in Delhi but at any of the Test centres of the coun¬ 
try. It is also an improvement upon Pakistan’s best bowl¬ 
ing against India performed by Fazal Mahmood who had 
taken 7 for 42 at Lucknow in 1952-53. Twentyfour wickets 
raptured by Sikander in the series al.so brushed aside the 
previou.s record of 22 wickets captured by Khau Moham¬ 
mad against India in 1954-55. 




SYED KIRMANI’S TALLY BEHIND THE STUMFS 
is 98 now (comprising 75 catches and 23 stumpings). He 
overhauled the record of Farokh Engineer vrho had dis¬ 
missed 82 batsmen by catching 66 and stumping 16. 

KIHMANI’S 19 DISMISSALS BEHIND THE STUMPS 
in the series (17 catches and 2 stumpings) rank equal to 
Narendra Tamhane’s 19 dismissals in 1954-55 series in 
Pakistan. However in the 9 Tests played by Kirmani 
against Pakistan he surpassed Tamhane’s record of 22 
dismissals in the Indo-Pak Test. Kirmani is having 23 
dismissals to his credit against Pakistan (21 catches and 2 
.dumpings). 

WA.SIM BARI. DISMISSED 7 INDIANS IN THE BOM- 
bay Test (by catching 6 and stumping one) to become the 
wicketkeeper with most dismissals in a match to his 
credit, in the Indo-Pak Tests, beating Narendra Tam- 
hanc’s record of 6 dismissals at Karachi in 1954-55. 

BY ADDlNt; 117 RUNS TO HIS AGGREGATE OF 918, 
Bari also crossed the 1000-run mark in Tests and became 
the first-ever wicket-keeper from Pakistan to achieve the 
wicket-keeper’s ‘double’ of scoring over 1000 runs and 
dismis.sing over 100 batsmen.Only Alan Knott, Godfrey 
Evans, Jim Parks of England, John Waite of South Africa 
Rodney Marsh and Bill Oldfield of Australia and Deryck 
Murray ol West Indies had achieved the same feat. 


GAVASKAR CROSSED THE LANDMARK OF 50 
catches in Tests for India and at the end of the series 
his tally of catches stands at 52 m 62 Tests. He is now 
second only to Eknath Solkar who had 53 catches 
against fais name. 

JAVED MIANDAD BECAME THE NINTH PAKISTAN 
batsman who have scored over 2000 runs for the country. 
Hanif Mohammad, Mushtaq Mahammad, Asif Iqbal, 
Majid Khan, Sueed Ahmed, Zaheer Abbas, Sadiq Moham¬ 
mad and Imtiaz Ahmed were the others eight. Dilip Veng- 
sarkar also emulated Javed’s feat and joined the Indian 
band of batsmen who have scored over 2000 runs. 

MUDASSAR NAZAR DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY 
becoming the first ever Pakistan batsraan-cum-bowler to 
open the batting as well as bowling in the same match-— 
3rd Test at Bombay. 


SYED KIRMANI AND KAPIL DEV SURPASSED THUE 
seventh wicket partnership record of 86 runs previously 
made by Dattu Phadkar and Deepak Shodbaii at Calcutta 
in 1952-53. Kirmani-Kapil pair had collerted 95 ruiM at 
Bombay. Similarly, the eighth and the ninth wicket re¬ 
cord partnerships for Pakistan against India were also 
broken in the series. Wasiin Raja and Iqbal Qasim b.v 
putting on 82 runs at Kanpur put in shade 63-run »iightn 
wicket stand by Nazar Mohammad and Zulfiqer Ahmed 
at Lucknow in 1952-53 and Wasim Bari and Iqbal 
Qasim by adding 60 runs for the ninth wicket at Bangalore 
bettered the 31-run stand by Fazal Mahmood and Khan 
Mohammad at Delhi 27 years ago. 

GAVASKAR AND CHAUHAN OPENED INDIA’S IN- 
nings in 30 Tests which stand next to the Lawry-Simpson 
pair’s record of 34 Tests. 

WASIM BARI ADDED ONE MORE ZERO TO HIS 
tally of 14. which is a record number of zeroes for Pd*t- 
istan. Similarly, his two unbeaten innings against India 
add up to 21 unbeaten innings, which is also a record 
number of not ou? innings played by a Pakistani batsman. 

THE RIVAL CAPTAINS AT CALCUTTA SET A RE- 
cord of highest appearances for their respective coun¬ 
tries. Vishwanath played his 68th Test beating Bedi’s €7 
appearances for India wheras Aslf IqbaTa farewell Test 
appearance was his S8th Test for Pakistah* which is one 
more thgn the previous highest of 57 by Mushtaq Moham* 
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Kapil’s most remarkable dtapleir. 
was that against Pakistan in m 1 
scored 84 and took career-beat ef 1] 
series against Pakistan, he not oi^ 
but also captured 32 wickets. The feet qf 
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Who says 
foreign 
coaching 
is vital ? 

BOMI AMALSADVALA 


F or the past several 

months quite a few of our coun¬ 
try’! worthy table tennis representa¬ 
tives and officials have ventilated their 
views in the Press on the future of 
Indian table tennis. They have stress¬ 
ed that if Indian players in future 
■re to perform better in the world 
arena then they must be sent abroad 
for coaching say, to Europe and 
Asian countries or they should be 
trained by a foreign coach. 

Let me make it clear at the outset 
that as and when our teams come in¬ 
to the reckoning for world honours 
and titles, I would be the first one to 
uphold this concept of utilising the 
services of a foreign coach of repute 
provided our players have reached a 
high enough standard to prolit from 
the training. But presently when 
India is'ranked a lowly 25th in the 
world in the men’s section and 18th 
in the women’s section, the time is 
hardly ripe for setting trends of this 
nature. Also, it is a sad reflection on 
the uuality and standing ot the pre- 
aent-day players. 

Are w« to believe that in a short 
period, a few hints from a foreign 
coach, on a foreign soil, could magi¬ 
cally transform our lazy and conten¬ 
ted players (by international stan¬ 
dards) into world class players over¬ 
night ? Then surely many countries 
out of the 125 or so registered with 
the International Table Tennis Fede¬ 
ration, who have promising players 
and who can easily afford costly 
foreign coaching should have pro¬ 
duced champions by dozens. 

The state of international T. T. is 
•uch that even cx-champions like 
Caechoslovakia, Austria, L, H. A. and 
England in men and Clzecboslovakia, 

’ Hu^iy, U. S. A., England, Ruma- 
iUa and South Korea in women are 
^ Hading it difficult to regain the world 
t^a they once held. And this des- 
tbelr best eftorts at coaching, 
.^ovldiog latest table tennis equip- 
^meat end effordlng constant intar- 
^'oatloasl match practice to their play- 
'era. Even present world champions 
Hungary took 27 long years to regain 


the men’s title last year at Pyongy¬ 
ang. And who knows bow long it will 
take Japan, which has so many in¬ 
dividual world champions, to regain 
the men’s team title they kit won 
in 1969 at Munich. 

Doesn’t all this Indicate that it is 
a folly for our ptayers to believe tbai 
foreign coaching is the be-all and 
end-all for becoming world class play¬ 
ers overnight 'I At best, it is Just one 
small part of the total effort of years 
of continuous systematic and dedicat¬ 
ed training coupled with an unwavei- 
ing ambition to reach the top. 

Actually, it would be more reward¬ 
ing to aruw inspiraiion trom the ad¬ 
mittedly lew wurtu-ciass perlorman- 
ces pul up by our own ex-cnampions. 
Wnat toreign coacniug qid Jx. ixugrdj, 
the great deieusive player, tOKe to 
reach the quarter-hnais ot the Iffoti 
World (Jnampiouship at Tokyo 7 Also, 
what foreign coacuing did toe petite 
Gool Nasikwala take to become the 
Asian triple crown winner at iiinga- 
pore in 1952 ? It t>udnir Tbackersey, 
the first world-ranked player from 
India, or six-time national champion 
liautam Diwan bad made this re¬ 
quest for foreign coaching, then it 
would have been Justihed, Even it 
Farookh Kbouaiji, JNiruj Bajaj. and 
Mrs. K. Khodaiji, ttie giant pillars ot 
our teams in the recent past, bad 
voiced such a view, there would have 
been no two opinions about it. But 
when our present day players, who 
have yet to prove tbeinseives deosi- 
veiy as champions in our own coun¬ 
try, make a request tor coacniug 
abroad, then the kuowiedgeables here 
have a right to leel tiiat tnese players 
are putting the cart betoie tne oorse. 

And what about those players who 
have already had the oeneui ot forei¬ 
gn coaching in tne iasi tew years ! 
Did they achieve any interuationui 
results ’t At the must, a couple oi 
them have become iiaiiouai cnaui- 
pions. 


Talking of reaching world class stan¬ 
dards, is there a single piuyer who 
can boast ot remaining uiioeateu in 
a single season ot active aii-lndia 
competition '/ Can he even say that 
he will not drop a single game in a 
cakndar year ’/ For setting such ex¬ 
acting targets for bimseu to improve 
his conslstenty does be iiave to go to 
Sweden or China 7 How many ot out- 
players train four hours a day round 
the year for at kast a couple ol 
years 7 Do they have to go to Nortii 
Korea to find the solution'/ How 
many of them are physically fit en¬ 
ough to run 10 miles daily in addi¬ 
tion to the daily table practice of 3/4 
hours 7 Do they have to go to Japan 
to find this out? And what stops 
these pkyers from doing solo service 
practice 500 times a day 7 Will aomc 


one from abroad, pkaie advise them? 

It may well be that, at present, we 
do not have a aiogk good coach of 
international reputation. But we do 
have a few amongst us who have all 
the practical knowkdgt and experi¬ 
ence required of a coach for deliver¬ 
ing the goods and are keeping them¬ 
selves well informed and abreast of 
the latest developments in the tabk 
tennis world. But the truth is that 
the false Ideas of our pkyers and 
otflckls come in the way of utilising 
their services. Why*sbould they feel 
it not worthwbik to consult them or 
repose their confidence or pin their 
faith in them is not logically under¬ 
standable. As It is elsewhere in life, 
if once the credentials are reasonab¬ 
ly established, the cadinal principk 
to receive guidance is to believe in 
[him* and trust 'him' implicity and 
without fear. The question whether 
he is a foreigner or an Indian should 
not matter. For only then can you 
communicate with ‘him’ and reach 
the desired level of attainment. 

And if India can boast of Nob 
laureates, philosophers and world 
champions In other walks of life, 
there is nu reason wliy, given reaso 
liable opportunities to grow in an in¬ 
ternational atmosphere, she cannot 
also look to a good table tennis coach 
in the near future. Admittedly the 
game has rapidly advanced and the 
various surfaces have revolutionised 
the game altogether from the time it 
was played even as early as a decade 
ago. But the basic requirements ta be¬ 
come a good player at the game hu, 
not changed and they cannot chang 
That you have got to train hardc. 
systematically have a fierce will¬ 
power, aud an Intense desire to win 
cannot, therefore, be over-emphasi.s- 
ed. 

Regrettably, our players are not 
sufficiently aware of the other much 
more important factors than foreikii 
coaching it make a player top class. 
As N. Hasegava, the great Japanese 
world champion who after witness¬ 
ing the unfancied. One of Japan be- 
come the world champion in bis first 
appearance at Pyotiyang last year 
said ; "When Ono put up his hands 
after winning an important point, I 
could feel the incredible fighting 
spirit writ large on his face and 
awesome spiritual and concentrated 
power in hfs eyes. Even as his aeniot 
team-mates were beaten one aftui 
another, his determination to stand 
alone in the battle-field and 
uphold the honour of Japan was 
unwavering. He generated such ii 
marvellous fighting spirit, will powet 
and cuncentratidn that in aucii u 
situation, a player could measure his 
ability to be more than 100 per ceni 
To fulfil this, a player had to have 
a very serious attitude towards table 
tennis coupled with a contUnt 
effort.’’ Hascgttvtt concluded by iiiy 
Ing ; "Such excellent display requir¬ 
ed 'world No. 1’ will power, 'world 
No. r dedication and Vorld No. I' 
hard working ability". Herd work, 
dedication, ambit|nn nnypne ? 
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The North Star shoes 
designed, in Canada, for 
comfort, styled for action 
and built to keep pace 
with fast young feet are 
just the footwear for the 
casual, elegant lifestyle 
that's so 'in' today. 

And now we have matching 
accessories like T-shirts 
denim bags, pouches etc. 
available at selected 
Bata stores to complete 
the casual lifestyle look. 
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Sportsworld Special 


ASIAN ARCHERY 

Indians 

bow-ed 

out 

O NK HAS HEAKU OF BOOMER 
ang.s si ill being used to fell 
birds, but the must ancient weapon 
still in use is surely I he arrow—com¬ 
plete with its springboard, the wood¬ 
en or bamboo bow. As a sport, how¬ 
ever, the entire apparatus has under¬ 
gone a complete metamorphosis. And 
this was made painfully evident to 
the natural archers of this country 
when the first Asian Cup Archery 
competition commenced at the Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta, on February 8. 

The meet did nut start too well. 
South Korea and Mongolia crying off 
at the last minute. The Mongolian 
squad, which had initially shown 
great interest and asked whether it 
would be possible for them to prac¬ 
tice in Calcutta from January 26—a 
fortnight before the competition 
started—backed out, reportedly on 
political grounds. The story of the 
South Korean non-participation was, 
however, different. The archers had 
packed their bags and left for Seoul 
airport. It was there that they learnt 
of the demise of their association 
president. Their trip was cancelled, 
but they sent a token participant in 
the form of their acting president. 

That left the People’s Republic of 


China, Japan and Indonesia, along 
with hosts India. The setting was 
ideal—the lush green of the Eden 
Gardens complementing the bright 
sunlight. The stauium srtuctures pro¬ 
vided a shield against tlie strong 
breeze that normally flows from the 
Uoughiy river, helping the. archers 
maintain a Steady line. 

I 

The competition was held strictly 
according to laws set down by the 
Federaiiun Internationale de Tir 
I’Arc—the controlling body lor this 
sport—with the men’s events set. out 
over four distances, 9U, 7U, 50 ana 
30 metres. For women, there was a 
modification on the two longer dis¬ 
tances—tney had to shoot to distan¬ 
ces of 70 and 60 metres. Each com¬ 
petitor had to complete six “ends” at 
a time for computing points—an 
‘end’ meaning six arrows shot to a 
target, three at a time within the sti¬ 
pulated two-and-a-haif minutes Thirty- 
six arrows by every archer to each 
particular distance constituted his 
effort towards winning. Points were 
judged according to the marksman¬ 
ship—with five concentric bands of 
different colours making up the tar¬ 
get and each being divided into an 
inner and an outer arcle, the points 
being higher in the ‘inners’: The 
maximum points were ten per arrow, 
if it was embedded in the inner gold, 
the other colours being red, biue, 
black and white, in that order on the 
points scale. 

I T BECAME EVIDENT FROM THE 
time the first arrow left its grap¬ 
hite-fibre bow that the Indians would 
fight a losing battle — not against 
skill, but against superior equipment. 
And as the ‘enus’ were completed 
on regular schedules, the score-board 
showed the widening rift between 


the Indian archers and their toreiga 
competitors. 

The regular competition began at 
9.3U snarp on February 8 after a cere¬ 
monious marchpast on the previous 
oay. As expected, the national cham¬ 
pion of Japan, Matsushita 'i'akayoshi, 
took the lead from the first “end" and 
maintained it through both the SU 
and 70 metres events, the first being 
worked off in the morning session 
and the second in the atiernoon. He 
notched up 295 in the maximum dis¬ 
tance and 322 in the ether. 

'trailing behind the leader with an. 
overall uenat ot just in points was 
Inauncsia's Dunam Paaoiaugom, who 
scored 287 and 311 in the iwu events. 
While in the 8U-metre event, emna’s 
Guang Ku took tmrd spot wiin a score 
of Z13, Japan’s tamamoto Hirosni 
notched up an impressive 320 m the 
Vu metres to come in second. 

On the first day itself, three records 
were biuKeu — an impressive hcgin- 
mug. Mitsusbita was me nrst to do 
so, toppuug the Asian Games record 
ot 2ao m me ao-metre event by two 
points. He went a step better in the 
VU metres, shattering the Olympic 
mark as well. H<s score ot 322 was nve 
more than the Olympic bignest and 
12 more than the Asian mark. Also 
breakmg the Olympic recoru was his 
compatriot Yamamoto Hiroshi, with 
his personal tally of 320. 

In the women’s events on the first 
day, iavourite Fan-Ai-Meng ot the 
Feople’s Republic of China shattered 
the Olympic mark of 295 in the 70 
metres with a points tally of a round 
300. The Asian mark was oniy 292. 
Her team-mate, M>ei-Zhen-Guo, also 
shared the glory of a record-breaker 
with 297 points. 

China’s supremacy in this field was 
never in doubt from the start. Fan-Ai- 
Meiig contiuued to lead tnrougn the 
60 metres and it vyas only in the 50 
^ and 30 that she bowed to the constant 
o pressure of Okazaki Yoshiko of Japan 
«> (SO) and her own team-mate Mei- 
f Zhen-Guo (30). The team cuampion- 
i ship was a cake-walk for the Cmnese, 
who totalled 3,663 to second-placed 
Japan’s 3,594. Indonesia came a tame 
third with 3,351, while India brougnt 
in the rear with a chsmal 2,928. 

While China was almost sweeping 
the txmrd in the women’s section on 
the second day, there was great drama 
in the men’s competition. Donald 
Pandiangam came up with two record- 
breaking performances in the shorter 
distances. While in the 50 metres be 
got past the Olympic mark ot 319 with 
a 326-point performance, he scaled 
the Asian record of 337 in the 30 
metres with a tally of 348. Mitsushita 
was just a point behind in this event. 
In the process, Pandiangam emerged 
overall individual event winner vAth 
a score of 1,272, which was better 
than tbe previous Asian best of 1,250. 
Mitsushita placed second after a very 
close run, with 1,268. In tbe women’s 
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section Fan-Ai-Meng took her appoint¬ 
ed place at the top with 1,243, which 
was 13 poins more than the best Asian 
performance till then. 

B ut, after all the fanfare 

had ended, several questions 
loomed over the Indian archery horF 
son. How, for example, would India 
be able to compete in the Olympics, 
since its position according to per- 
fonneoce evea after the first Asiao 
Cup meet, was not good enough to 
merit tenth spot in the world, which 
is the minimum requirement set down 
by_ the lOA ? Although, efforts are 
being made to get special permission, 
because without constant exposure to 
international competition it would 
never be possible for India to gain 
recognition in this sport there seems 
little likelihood of the lOA relenting. 
And this, despite the fact that the 
organisting committee for the 1982 
Asian Games in Delhi have included 
archery in its main list of competi¬ 
tions. 


But more important than participa¬ 
tion in the Olympics is the question 
of equipment. The Asian meet proved 
— and quite glaringly — that without 
the latest cquipmcqt, there was no 
use in going through the motions of 
competition, because with the archaic 
(in real terms) bows and arrows, the 
greatest Indian skill would not be 
able to match the mere workmanlike 
efficiency of foreigners assisted bv 
good equipment. Krishna Oas, the 
best archer India has today, was on 
second spot in the Bangkok Asian 
Games after the first two rounds, but 
then her bow snapped. And it was the 
qnly one she had. Even in Calcutta, 
she began promisingly but she could 
never really concentrate and perform 
freely, because she could not afford to 
lose the bow she had managed to im¬ 
port after a great deal of hassle and 
hardship. The tale was repeated in the 
men’s section where the captain of the 
Indian archery team to the Asiad, 
C. K. Das, was operating with a bow 



Krishna Das, liuba’s best hope 


and accessories that were at lea.st 
four years out of date. 

The Indian problem is directly re¬ 
lated to the red tape associated with 
the purchase of anything foreign. 
And the two leading manufacturer.s, 
one in the USA and the other in 
Jaimm are constantly experimenting 
ai^ mming out with fresh and im- 
proveiT, models almost twice a year. 
By thiei-time an Indian can colled 
money' hnd go through the various 
government departments, the equip 
ment he wishes to purcha.se will be 
a year old. And this is taking foi 
granted that he will b<‘ allowed to 
import them in the first place. 

I N SUCH A SITUATION, UNTII, A 
clear government policy is forth¬ 
coming, there is no point in any parti¬ 
cipation — at any level — in Ihe 
intcrnational arena. 


And yet, that would be very sad for 
Indian arcticry. With a wealth of tribal 
and other talent, free use of good 
equipment could result in good per¬ 
formances abroad. In this regard, West 
Bengal provides the best example. The 
leading archers of the country are 
stationed here and at the moment, 
they are the best bets the country 
have. It is learnt that the West 
Bengal Sports Council is attempting 
to get equipment, at least for Krishna 
Das, so that her obvious talent 
doesn’t go to waste. While lauding 
this move, one will have to thiixk in 
terms of the spurt as a whole — and 
of all the talented people now wait¬ 
ing in the wings. But this is one 
problem that may prove to be insur¬ 
mountable, because bows should be 
bought strictly in accordance with 
body height and weight of individual 
archers. This precludes use of com¬ 
mon bows — and even arrows. And 
a yet, under the circumstances this may 
g be the only way out at the moment. 
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" There is a move to shift the arch- 
ery competition in the 1982 Asian 
Games to Calcutta. With the Eden 
I Gardens available, the experience 
gathered by the local organisers, led 
by Mr Ashoke Ghosh and ably exe¬ 
cuted by Mr Paresh Mukherjec, there 
would certainly be no organisational 
problems. Of course whethei- or not 
shifting a sport in its entirely from 
the officiat venue to another place is | 

C ossible will have to be determined 
y the organising committee. But,; 
on the evidence of the first Asian | 
Cup competition, one can say that j 
Calcutta would be the ' ideal venue. I 
All the visiting participants — and] 
their managers — had only praise] 
for the organisation — from the! 
arrangements on the ground where! 
everything went through in clock-] 
work precision to the billeting. 

ARIJIT SEN 
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News: National 


NATIONAL T. T. 

Maha¬ 

rashtra 

supreme 

I TS ALWAYS BEEN THE CON- 
tention of Indian players that the 
playing conditions at a National 
tournament leave something to be 
desired. Durgapur provided a solu¬ 
tion. The conditions of play leave 
little to be desired. The Kanu-Sidhii 
stadium, though incomplete lor 
spectators, provides a beautiful wood¬ 
en flooring, and Halogen lighting. Ihe 
only sour note livas a dday in the 
arrival of the Intab tables trom Tri¬ 
vandrum which caused hectic alterna¬ 
tive arrangemi^ts, and started off the 
Champ.unships one day late. The 
playeis were receptive to the idea ol 
playing on the alternative tables, and 


also agreed to wait for the one day 
it took to get them from Calcutta. It 
was probably their way of saying 
thank you to the tireless grganisers, 
Burdwan Oistrict Table Tennis Asso¬ 
ciation. whose good intentions were 
never in doubt. 

After several years, the Maha¬ 
rashtra contingent was impressive. 
Their men, women and boys teams 
were positively the best on view, but 
the girl’.s team was deficient in 
capability, though they could match 
strides in a year or so’s time. Maha¬ 
rashtra’s teams were re-inforoed bv 
two Railway players, Vilas Mcnon 
and Shailaja Salokhe Both of them 
played major roles in their respective 
team’s performances. Perhaps a re¬ 
turn to the fold was a bright idea. 

The boys’ team of Maharashtra 
was also bolstered by the inclusion of 
Parthiv Vyas and Nishit Vyas, sons 
of India’s former great Yatiii. In 
fact, the overall strength of the team, 
which included .S. Ramaswamy and 
Sujay Ghorpade was conclusively 
proved whenever the draw of the. 
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event was ueuiB maae. me non¬ 
playing captain was bard put to 
decide whicb two youngsters would 

play. 

Maharashtra recaptured the men’s 
team title, which they won last at 
Madras, from Tamil Nadu, champions 
for three consecutive years. Although 
Vilas Mcnon gave his team the lead 
be was not playing well and was too 
slow on his feet. ChandramouU of 
Tamil Nadu was even slower and 
nervous. It was Sriram who con¬ 
tributed most to Maharashtra's 
victory. His match against Chandra¬ 
sekhar was gruelling, wKh Sriram 
pushing well to extremes, driving 
Chandrasekhar back forcing him on 
the defensive apd then finishing with 
a well-placed kill. The Tamilian star 
was never able to take the initiative. 
Hari narrowed the margin beating 
Kamlesh Mehta, but it was Sriram 
again who performed flawlessly and 
overcame Hari. The Chandrasekhar- 
Kamlesh Mehta match was the most 
crucial, but Kamlesh played ctely, 
countering and blocking well and was 
quick on the kill. It was a fast and 
close match, but ultimately Kamlesh 
prevailed. 

For the Jayalakshmi Trophy, the 
Delhi women who had hitherto not 
been in the running for the title came 
in strongly this year with the induc¬ 
tion of former national champion 
Indu Puri. The Maharasbtra-fieibi 
final was a repeat of the league re¬ 
sult, with a little diflFereace. Sailaja 
was stretched by Indu in a close 
encounter. An improved Nandini 
Kulkurm helped to give her side the 
title after five years. 

The Fadmavatbi Trophy seems to 
have become the Assam girls’ pro- 
periy. They won R tor tjbe hfth 
time, beating Rajasthan. Monalisa 
Barua and Shraddha Sharma, as 
u.suai, played the lead roles, but 
Madalasa Hazarika also chipped in 
with a win over Santosh Rathore of 
Rajasthan. 

The juniors impressed displaying 
very good quality of TT. Special 
mention could be made of Rajat 
Katnuria, Parthiv Vyas and Sujoy 
Ghorpadhe. All three were very con¬ 
sistent and each played tight games, 
seizing the first opportunities to 
attack. Their performance was a 
feast to the eyes. Anyway, it was 
Maharashtra’s day who regained the 
Ramanuja trophy after five years. 

'PHE SEMI-FINALS SAW THE 
* .third defeat of the current 
National champion, Manjit Oua who 
was literally thrashed by Tamil 
Nadu’s R. Hari who got the applaud 
of the huge crowd. The Tamilian was 
at his best, giving no quarter to the 
Delhite. Playing intelfigently Hari 
demonstrated ^h his forehand and 
backhand prowess, excellent jabs and 
fine placing that Dua couldn’t match. 
Hari won 21-18, 21-19. Chandra¬ 
sekhar as usual plarad the pivot's rote 
winning his ties fluently. The only 
Delhi player who gave something of 


RSCB 

vendetta 

T ’HE meeting of the ttfi 

general body at Durgapur un¬ 
animously condemned the Rail¬ 
ways' directive to its players not 
to represent States in the Natio¬ 
nals. It was agreed that the 
winners and runners-up of the in- 
ter-instilutlonal tournament will 
henceforth be eligible to partici¬ 
pate in the inter-state champion¬ 
ships. Out of the 16 members 
present, eleven voted for and four 
against (and one abstaining) to 
ratify this move. 

The question now is: Why was a 
farce enacted in Cuttack through 
a decision to debar Railways from 
the Nationals? When the Rail¬ 
ways are participating in roost dis¬ 
ciplines in the Nationals, the 
directive to debar T.T. players 
seemed to be nothh'g more than 
personal animosity towards certain 
State offidals. One can only hope 
that, in future, such issues are 
solved amicably. 

'■pHE RAILWAY SPORTS CON¬ 
I' trol Board directive had 
kieated a stir here. This stand 
ci<me in the wake of a decision 
taken at Cuttack last year that 
the Railways cannot participate in 
tile inter-state team championship.s 
because it is a TTFI-afliliated in¬ 
stitute and is only eligible to 
participate in inter-institutional 
table tennis tournaments like 
other affiliated institutions. If 
this be the reason, most people 
will wonder why some of the Rail¬ 
way players like Indu Puri of' 
Delhi, Shraddha Sharma of Rajas- 
Ihad and Sailaja Salokhe and Villi < 
Menou of Maharashtra ar^ aUow- 
ed while others are dot. 


It was Bengal which moved fot 
the Railways ouster seven yeabs, 
ago. For this, the BTTA Geperal 
secretary, Mr Prabfr Mitre eeti^ 
tto .R8CB aecrrtery, 
Mr Phalguni Motiuil. Vf^a Rail¬ 
ways were thus ousted from the 
inter-state Chamidoii^pa desiMte 
a ‘support’ {torn a lohl^ Mr Mott- 
lal paased the ..directive and Mr 
Mitra was ‘sini^’ ottt Barlter, 
the Railways made e loit bid to 
stay but was partially successful. 
When there were no t^er« for the 
Udaipuy Natiaaals Oie Railweys 
came forward to play hosti on the 
assumption that they would be 
able to continue to take part in 
the interstate Championships. 
They hosted it but their bopea were 
short-lived. The Idow was given at 
Cuttat^ 


It IS underatood that the RSCR 
secretary verbally made an iUegal 
threat—that no ooncessioo orders 
would henceforth be issit^ for the 
State players. The RSCB Direc¬ 
tive la aimed as a 'revenge' tm the 
BTTA. whildi had pteaded for the 
exclusion of Railwayg w a means 
of survival. The question is how 
can the RSCB permit some payers 
to participate and disallow others, 
is rt that .the two ^yers were 
allowed to take part in the team 
championship .just to create a 
Delhi, Rajasthan lobby to snpport 
the Railways’ reentry? 


Mr Prabir Mitra aent a teleg 
message to the Railway Minister 
apprising him of the whole deve¬ 
lopment but it wag learnt that the 
message did not readi him. Then 
a duplicate was sent to the Rail-’ 
Way Minister, Mt Kamabipati. 
Tripathy via an enilasgry f^^lus 
intervention to put ah', dad to the 
iinbrogllo.'’ 


a fight was Manmcet Singh—against 
Chandrasekhar 19-21, 19-21 and 

Chandramouli. Tamil Nadu won five- 
one to enter the final once again to 
meet their old rivals Maharashtra 
who had an easy prey in Karnataka 
and vanquished them five nil. Ramesh 
Babu was the only one to stretch 
Sriram. 

The upset trend continued also in 
the women’s team cffiimpiooship 
event when Delhi shocked runners 
up Assam 3-1. Indu Puri did the 
damage beating both Madalasa 
Haurika and Monalisa Barua in 
straight sets white team-mate Meena 
Bora succumbed to the better Mona¬ 
lisa. Teaming together Delhi received 
stiflf opposition from the better 
fancied Assam pair of both ‘M’s be¬ 
fore winning 24-^, 2S-27, 23-21. This 
was an achievement in itself for 
Delhi who from the seventh place in 
the last Nationals moved up to meet 
Maharashtra in the final. Maharash¬ 
tra too won by an identical margin. 


Sailaja Salokhe led her side to th 
final overcoming beth rivals SantosI 
Rathore and Shraddha Sharma ii 
straight games and teamed up witi 
Kashmira Patil, who was a firebram 
to win the doubles against tbi 
Sharma-Rathore duo. Shraddhi 
Sharma. however, made up her los 
by beating Nandini Kuikarni ii 
straight games. 

It was Maharashtra once agate 
This time it was the boys who whiji 
ped title-holders Delhi 3-0 to coc 
front Uttar Pradesh who humblei 
Tamil Nadu. .Although Assam’ 
women faited to retain their positioi 
the girts’ team kept the. ai 
pointed place with a fluent victor 
over GujaraL But they face a stii 
challenge from Rajasthan who bail 
ed the progress of runners-u 
Madtaya Pradesh in a close 3-2 wii 

The way the Tamil Nadu men bega 
in their Group A league proved to b 
a foregone conclusion that they woul 
sail to the semi-finals as they had n 
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real oppoiltloa, Tbey bad woa all tbeir 
raatcbea to finlah on top, Whatever 
Rouble they got waa from Bengal 
(&2) and Aajaitban. D«me Fortune 
old not emlle on the bait team. And 
It wai moit unfortunate for not flniih- 
log lecond to Tamil Naou. Beagel’a 
urrow defeat (S-bi agalnit Karnataka 
Jeopardieed tbeir poaltion, though 
tbey bed trounced Punjab (6-u). 
Actually, lome amount of ludt eleo 
helped Karnataka becauM Punjab 
oeerly ouated them (Mj, 

But in tbe lame category in jOroup 
‘B’ it waen't e one'way tramc to too 
•emla though leit year'a ruuoere 
teehareihua hen e oertaia huge over 
tmro reoked JJeihl ana citer fteoaea 
loe aiiexwraaotra'i*euu maicn waa too 
fecior Mooing the top poution ot the 

K p league table, uwuu neo a aet* 
^ without Suuhir phaoke anu the 
ehted' meuer Kavl Veahyuit waa of 


Manaramira ogamF—int ooy$ team 

bttle iupport to Manjii Bua ana 
Manmeet Singn. Vaahut baa no luck, 
he loat alt the matchea phtyoo. 
Agaloat MabMiaabtia Uelhi oegaa 
well when Maiimuet beat Viiae 
Meoon who loat utter an inlilal gooa 
atart. But be put up a aparkuug per¬ 
formance agumat Maujii to cau*c 
the brat upaet in tbe team event win¬ 
ning 21-11, 15-21« 21-id. ManJii 

further fell from graoo when young 
Kamleab Mehta uapiayed good I'i 
and oelf-control when ne nearly loat in 
tbe hrat game (22-2U) and an ea»y ae- 
cond for a atralght win. Viiaa Menon'a 
defeat waa fuliy avenged by teammate 
S. Srlram who put aalde Manmeet 
after conceding tbe opening game. 
Ravi Vaahiat’a defeata aealed Delhi’a 
ebanoea of getting a top piece in tbe 
group. So Maharaabtra'a paaaage to 
tbe aemia waa clear. Delhi, however, 
inahed aecond but they bad to con¬ 


itn tne namanujan tropny 

cede two gemea agalnat UP becauae 
of poor Vaahiat. Laat year'a runnera 
Aaaam practically bad no real oppoai- 
tion in tbeir Group A league with 
Monallaa playing tbe major role 
while Madalaaa Haaarika bad been 
quite inconalatent. The onlv fight 
they got waa from Karnataka and 
Ra/aatnan with Shraddha Sharma 
being the pivot to give her State tbe 
aecond apof. But 4ke tbe men’a Group 
B, Mabaraahtra and Delhi figured in 
prominently. The match between the 
two evoked, much Intereat. becauae of 
Sailaja Salokbe’a and Indu Puri'a 
match. Saliaja waa in full cry and 
won in atraigbt gamea. Puri too bad 
a cloae match uainat Nandlni Xul* 
karni 21-19, 24-22; With the win over 
Delhi, Mabaraahtra were enaured of 
a top berth, into the laat four. 

SUBHASH SARCAR, Durgapur 









JUNIOR NATIONAL 
VOLLEYBALL 

Rajasthan 
boys hat- 
trick 

.lUNlOH NATIONAL VOLLEY- 
1 - b.ill ('.lidiiipioiuships Irupbics rc- 
to clijngc their favourite 
.iboUe.s, a.s it were. In tha Sixth 
Nationals held Irom February 7 to 10 
at Lhinsurah, 38 km from Calcutta, 
the ltuja.sthan boys and the West 
Bengal giils retained the trophies. It 
wa.s ri creditable perfonnance on the 
part of both the teams. It was the 
third successive title for Rajasthan, 
who. in the two previous finals, beat 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. And os tar 
as the West Bengal girls were con¬ 
cerned, the vociferous backing — 



Rajasthan’s captain Hagamt Lai 


throughout the tournament from an 
indecently partisan home crowd— 
was superfluous. West Bengal annex¬ 
ed the championship on all the pa.st 
occasions but one—they lost to 
Punjab in the 1978 final. 

Seventeen boys’ teams and fourteen 
girls’ teams took part in the Rs two- 
lakh championships organist by the 
Hooghly District Volleyball Associa¬ 
tion. Fur both boys and girls, the 
teams were divided into four groups 
A, R, C and D, and the top two teams 
(on the basis of performance in the 
group league) from each group made 
the quarter-finals up to which stage 
the matches were played on the basis 
of bcsl-of-three games. Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Punjab and West Bengal 
made the boys’ semi-finals eliminatmg 
Bihar, Tamil Nadu, MP and Kerala 


respectively. Punjab and West Bengal 
girls’ teams entered and clashed in 
the semi-finals, as did Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu. 

Both the finals were poor in the 
sense that in each case, the eventual 
losers yielded somewhat tamely and 
timidly. While the West Bengal girls 
made it 15-3, 15-9 and 15-11 against 
Kerala, the Rajasthan boys took just 
twelve minutes to clinch the first 
game 15-0 against Haryana. The 
scores for the next two were 15-11, 
1.5-10. In fact, some of the earlier 
III at (lies such as Punjab vs Bihar in 
the Group C league, Haryana vs 'Tamil 
Nadu and MP vs Punjab in the 
qiiaiter-finals. West Bengal’s semi¬ 
final against Rajasthan and the match 
till the third place against Punjab 


(boys) produced some good volleyball. 
The semi-final which West Bengal 
lost 15-12, 9-15, 11-15. 10-15, was the 
only four-game match of the tourna¬ 
ment and easily the best too, followed 
by the third place match in which 
West Bengal beat Punjab 15-9, 15-8, 
16-14. In the girl’s group, the 
quarter-final tie between Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal (WB won 
J5-9, 15-13) was enjoyable. 

The Haryana boys’ satisfaction of 
beating arch-rivals Punjab 1&4, 15-13, 
15-4 in the semi-final was short-lived. 
On their first-ever appearance in the 
final they were, to borrow a cricket 
cliche, out in the dressing room. This 
was so not only because Rajasthan 
were the holders for the last two 
years but also because they were un- 


Age no bar? 

TPHE RAMPANT QORRUPTiON 
1 in almost all spheres of Indian 
sport in respe^ of ‘stealing’ one’s, 
age once again showed its ugly 
head during the sixth Junior 
National Volleyball ChampioosJuu. 
'fhe average spectator was indigo 
nant the manner in whidk all 
(onsiderations of maintaining the 
>ige limit were thrown to the wind, 
just as a person living in Connau¬ 
ght Place is not ruled ineligiUe for 
the rural sports. The upper age 
limit of the participants for the 
Junior Nationals is fixed at 18 
years. But most states fielded 
players who were palpably overage. 
The general consensus among the 
spectators and the adversely 
affected states was that the autho¬ 
rities should come down wi<h a 
heavy hand, even at the risk of 
.spoiling the championships or 
cancelling it altogether. 

Mr Sudhungsbu Kumar Sen, the 
Bihar team manager, did nut con¬ 
ical his disappointment. “It was 
a fight between mothers and 
daughters’’ be said, obviously hint¬ 
ing at his girls and some overage 
girls from other states. Bealw, 
Bihar had fielded teams stridtiy 
conforming to the prescribed age 
limit. So did some others incliid- 
ing Tripura, Maharashtra and to a 
large extent, Tami' Nadu. The 
K rala coach, Mr P. Y. Kunjumon, 
pointed out that his state had not 
selected Uday Kumar who had 
ciussL-d eighteen, but the latter’s 
elder brother was merrily playing 
foi Tamil Nadu in this champion¬ 
ship! He also revealed that some 
111 the players of a particular state 
wi-rc drivers and policemen, em¬ 
ployed for quite a long time. Many 
ul the West Bengal boys too, it 
was alleged, were in Government 
.K-i vice fdr three or four years.. 

Asked about the mess, some 
Volleyball Federation of iR^a 
utficials laid the blame on organis¬ 
ing states os well as the present ' 
system of medical test for detei;- 
__ , ■ . '-''i 


mining the player age They said 
that the states’ lust for trmidiles 
had a farce of the meditsl 

test. They agreed to a sugges¬ 
tion that the VFl representative 
un the madical hoard should he a 
medical man. Incidentally, no VFl 
representative turned up at 
Chinsurah for the purpose of 
holding medical teat in connection 
vvith the Sixth Nationals. 

UnderstandaMy, because of the 
veiled threat losing votes from 
States and also because of the 
fear of abandoning the champion¬ 
ships the VFl officials chose to 
remain passive. But the time has 
come when they have to tackle 
the problem seriously. The VFl 
is meeting this month, and it 
was learnt that the problem would 

g et the treatment it deserves, 
leanwhile, the West Bengal Sports 
Council-is $tMUS4 to have taken a 
stem vj^ the ^legations 
agsinst the. State partidpanta 
being overage. What happened at 
Chinsurah, ahd for that matter 
does happen during any such, 
sports event anywhere in India, is 
that age certificates countersigned 
by heads of institutions or other 
recognised authorities are not 
quewoned. Which leaves a large 
loophole whidi la successfully ex¬ 
ploited by unscrupulous teadiers, 
ofiteials and players. The VFl la 
contemplating an insistence on age 
certificates from better authorities 
such as school boards, but they are 
not sure it would work. For, not 
only are there players who have 
received little schooling but also 
the practice accepting affidavits 
or horoscopes in lieu of birth 
certificates is hound to suppress 
one’s real hga- : “So you can at 
best minimise the ^blenit not 
eliminate it altogeuer", a VFl 
offidal told me. 


Ail in alL it remains to be seen 
which “Juntora’Vihake the trip to 
Seoul, ufiiere the oyeragpa mnnet 
certainiy^> aammai^ m.hf .aet.mpt 
'free. -'k. 

^ .. 





<luo4tionably the best boys’ team in 
the tournament. 

Rajasthan played on a 5-1 forma¬ 
tion and relied more on high passes, 
away from the net. They have 
caught up with the modern trend of 
having players who are all-rounders 
and their power, speed, flexibility, 
ability to combine well, feint attacK 
and trick-play were the chief weapons 
in their armoury. Especially in 
Hagami Lai, the skipper, Gopal Ram 
and Mohd. Kalam, they have a 
dangerous threesome adept in ev 
ecutmg lethal cross and quick »ikes 
as well as in group blocKing. These 
three received good support from 
Kanbya Lai, Rameswar Lai and 
Satyanarayan Vyas. Had anybody 
taken the trouble to compute the 
attacking average and block averages 
(as is done in advanced volleyball- 

K ng countries) Rajasthan would 
certainly topped the list. The 
Rajasthan boys fite lucky in getting 
good practice round the year and a 
good coach in Mr Ram Chunder 
Chaudhuri. As far as Haryana are 
concerned, their tall caj^ain Om 
Prakash is an asset to any side. 
Another good player is Mehar Singh, 
but unfortunately bis lapses cost 
Rajasthan the first game in the final. 
One feels sorry for their hardworking 
coach Randhir Singh. His boys just 
do not have the experience. 

Experience is also what the Kerala 
girls badly wanted! As their manag¬ 
er, Mr Bahuleyan said, it was a sort 
of ‘experience versus experiment’ in 
the final, Kerala have some really 
good players in Sujatha Sebastian 
(captain), Beena Chacko, Tessiamma 
Sebastian, Tessy Joseph, Satfai P. and 
Ankha Rathinam M., but this was ] 



Mr Jynti Basu being tntrodiiced to the West Bengal team 


probabl.v the only team which had 
not gone through any coaching camp 
for the champion.ship.'!. The Kerala 
State rhampionships ended only on 
January 30 and the girls who repre¬ 
sented some district or other, had to 
leave for Chin.surah on February 4. 
Moreover, excepting the two Sebas¬ 
tians, all others are new faces In the 
team, and most of them have height 
disadvantages. 

Naturally, they fumbled against 
Bengal's tall ace spiker Ava Mn- 
kherjee, Momina Chatterjee (cap¬ 
tain), Kakali Biswas, Shukla Ash, 
Jogmaya Kolay, Meenaksbee Roy and 
Usha Paul. The Bengal' girls had 
high team spirit and a go(xi under¬ 
standing among themselves — the 
same team has been playing for the 
past three years—which has yiel¬ 


ded good dividends. But one thing i 
must be mentioned. Their defence j 
was not as good as their attadc andj 
the neglect of rear defence or leav*i 
ing wide gaps in the last zone costj 
them many points. ( 

INCIDENTALLY, ONE MUST MEN-! 
I tion the excellent performance of) 
I. Radhika Reddy of Andhra Pradeab.i 
This Hyderabad St. Francis College; 
student was selected, like Avaj 
Mukherjee, for the coaching campi 
for the second Asian VolleybaOi 
Championships, but the protege of L.|| 
Venkatram Reddy and Mrs G. Mulinij 
Reddy could attend only the first; 
camp. Radhika’s father has somej 
reservations about her daughter's^ 
sporting activities. Let her play but' 
certainly not at the cost, of her' 









The Delhi qirls at the colourful march-past ceremony 











Gopal Ram f8)—~RaJasthan's best bet 

Nor could one approve of the man¬ 
ner in which the male officials of 
some Northern India States took un¬ 
due liberty with the girl players. One 
night three officials of a state manag¬ 
ed to slip into the girls’ dormitories 
while officials of another State drank 
with the girls. In all the cases, the 
girls seemed to co-operate readily. 

Prior to the start of the tourna¬ 
ment VVBVA circles maintained that 
the Indian teams for the next Asian 
Junior Volleyball championships would 
be selected on the basis of the sixth 
Junior Nationals. But sources close 
to the VFI made it clear that the 
selection for the Seoul tourney would 
be made only after a different com¬ 
petition which again would be follow¬ 
ed by trial matches. 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE. Chinsurah 
PICTURES : ASHQKE BQSE, .. ...... 







SHOLAVARAM GRAND PRIX 

Hendersoh 
takes a 
bow 

I T WAS SHOLAVARAM AGAIN — 
in fact for the tenth time — 
with all its thrills and spills, its roars 
and whimpers and its smiles and 
tears. And watching the Madras 
Motor Sports Club’s annual gala on 
February 3 were a record-breaking 
50,000 engine enthusiasts, who cheer¬ 
ed all the national and internationak 
participants in the 10th Grand Prix. 

The three foreigners participating 
in the motor cycle race proved the 
main draw. There was British racing 
champion Phil Henderson and Chas i 
Mortimer, nine times winner of the ; 
Isle of Man. To compete against the ^ 
Britons was Fabian Lious from 
Singapore, on a Yamaha TZ 350. 

Lious was the first to shoot out, 
followed by Chas with his Yamaha 
TZ 350 and Phil, chasing both with 
his formula 750 Yamaha. Out they 
came from the Red Hills corner, in 
a ooe-two-three formation, riding at 
an incredible speed of 120 miles per 
hour, which had the excited crowd 
rooting for their favourites. But Lious 
could not keep the lead beyond the 
third lap, as his engine was losing 
power and was seen slowing down, 
giving way for Daljit Singh of Kenya, 
who came into the third position. 
Chas and Phil, both playing with 
their machines, were enjoying the 
ncck-to-neck race with each other. 
The lead changed hands with some 
classic riding that had never been 
witnessed before at this track. 

The highlight came when, after the 
first U bend, both the Britons, with 
the front wheels of their machines 
in the air, were still going at full 
blast on only the rear wheel. This is 
called the “wheelie". Lap li9 saw pro- 


sixth GP win. V. Ramanathan and shot into the lead onoe again. 

Jaffar Ali were second and third, Jehangir's car, prepared by Srikanth 

respectively. Shah, had more power and started 

closing the gap with Aspy’s. But there 
In the Breaks India Grand Prix weie only four laps to go and Aspy 
Rolling Trophy for Formula India won for the second year, with Jehan- 

cars, Sri Kanthaii of Karnataka was gir coming second, just one second 

in the lead but eventually lost it to behind at the end of the 25 laps. 
Sunil Shanbagh of Bombay. Kamlesh Once again the Bombay boys proved 

Patel won the event with some con- that as far as Indian Fiats are con-' 

sistent and steady driving. He never cerned, they are the best. The third 

got himself involved in the hot pace place also went to Bombay’s Vimal 

set by the front runners in the earlier Shah, 
laps. He drove intelligently and 

proved that indigenous machines are With no super stars in the Open 
in no way inferior to imported rac- Class drama, the race lacked charm¬ 
ing specials, which amount to lakhs Gondall, who had appeared in a 
of rupees, in the sports world where sprint event before the Grand Prix, 
there is hardly any sponsorship for lapped only once and coolly went 
competitors. Kamlesh also won the back to the pits with his engine’s 
Armstrong Rolling Trophy for the main bearings seized. Karivardhan, 
overall winners in Grand Prix races with a highly modified Datsun, was 
for four-wheelers. Kamlesh, who doing impressive cornering all 
clocked 54 min 30 sec, however, was through the race. A. D. Jayram, in 
Incky in that both Sunil and Sri his Jayram Special, came into the pit 
Kanthan, who were in the lead for on the seventh lap with a broken 
the major part of the race, packed engine mounting, but the mechanics 
up one after the other. Homi Com- under his supervision tied up the 



Henderson (10) and Mortimer (.36j at a crucial betul 


fessional riding at its peak when 
Phil, with- his extra four horse¬ 
power, was throttling down the 
straights and rounus at about 150 
miles per hour, giving no chance 
whatsoever to anyone else to clock 
the 25 laps with a record timing of 
42 min. ^ sec. He also recorded the 
fastest lap of the day, with a timing 
of 1 min. 37 sec. (one lap=3.2 kms). 
He thus won the Indian Grand Prix 
and Armstrong Rolling Trophy, with 
Chas Mortimer com.' -g a close second 
and Daljit ending a distant third. 

G. Subhas Chandra Bose, riding a 
modified "Bullet”, took the Mico 
Grand Prix Rolling Trophy for keeps 
when he won the 25-lap event for 
mbttgr cycles of 261 to 360 cc for 
Mi«»ssive vear. It was his 


missaria and Saboo were second and 
third, respectively, in this race. 

In the Ganapathy Iyer Grand Prix 
Rolling Trophy, the eiicountcr bet¬ 
ween Aspy Dalai and Jchangir Bhar- 
ucha left the people guessing about 
the outcome. Both the competitors 
were going bumper to bumper ■— it 
did not matter whether they were 
at a bend or on a straight, lehangir 
was taking full advantage of the slip 
stream behind Aspy and, on the 19th 
lap, overtook Aspy with extra hidden 
power. Jehangir, who was out to in¬ 
crease the lead, was unfortunate 
when on the 20th lap, he spun on 
the first U bend and Aspy, who was 
close behind, took advantage and 


engine with nylon strings on th^ 
chassis. In the process, Jayram hai( 
lust a lot of time and was behind 1^ 
nearest rival by two lap.s. Jayranx 
however, re-entered the race, gave i 
hot chase and came back to h? 
original placing by the i6th lap be; 
hind Karivardhan. On the 23rd lap 
Karivardhan’s Dutson’s bonnet fle^ 
off and on the next lap his engioj 
stalled, leaving Jayram to finish beforj 
him. I 

By the time the Grand Prix w«^ 
half-way through, the stands were aj 
most empty. The total Grand Prix fa 
cars did not attract much response 
nor did it have the class. | 

BHARAT PAREKH, Sholavaram j 



Rural meet 
comes of 
age 

'THE iOTH ALL-JLNDIA RURAL 
A meet witnessed tremendous pomp 
and pageantry at the BroPmananda 
Reddi siadium, Ountur lAndtira Era- 
dean) early ttus montlr Over a 
thousand competitors, officials and 
newsmen from 16 States and four 
Union Territories, participated in the 
meet. Starting with a riot of colour, 
sky divers, nre'WorKs, cultural display, 
booming of guns and the impressive 
march past of athletes from the 
ditferent States in a kaleidoscope ot 
riotously colourful costumes which 
marked the opening of the five<]ay 
fiesta—the theme of which was 
begin unity, friendship and solidarity' 



Chandrasekhar—coveted double, 10 
km and 20 km 


-tue participants ended the meet in 
the same spirit as they began, of 
dedication, devotion and hard work. 

What is the dominant note a 
rural sports meet 7 And why is it 
conducted? According to the director 


of NbNlS, Patiala. Dr H. L. Anand: 
‘To bring our young boys and girls 
from the rural areas together, to get 
to know each other, to partiop^ in 
sports competitions with the aim of 
achieving excellence, to help the 
organisers and representatives of 
nationals sports fedwations concern¬ 
ed to spot talent and to nurture it 
through training on scientific lines in 
the rural area, where 80% of our 
population Uves.” 

Did they achieve anything of this 
in the Guntur me^ Yes. This was 
the 10th meet of its kind and was 
conducted by the Andhra Pradesh 
Sports Council under the able steward¬ 
ship of their secretary A. S- V. 
Prasad. It won iiraise from all 
corners, indudiiu the participants. 
The large crowds at the stadium 
served to encourage the young sports¬ 
men and women who had hitherto felt 
crowds were the monopoly of cricket. 
An official said : "We never expected 
such crowds.” 

The Keralites, who dominate (men 
athleUoB everywhere, failed miserably. 
They were relegated to the third 







K. Mannual—the only record breaker 

place in the moot. “But we are proud 
because uiie of our ^irls was the 
one who created a new meet record 
—in broad jump—in the five-day 
meet,” said the manager of tte 77- 
member Kerala contingent, vyluch m- 
iluded six officials. The girl who 
broke Punjab’s Paramjit Kaurs 
three-year-old record is Shcrley it. 
Mannual of St. George’s High Schcwl. 
who came out of her home town lor 
the 111 si time to participate m a 
major meot. She leapt to 5.19 metres, 
the oUi record being 4.70 metres. 

i;vpl.iming the team’s poor perfor- 
manrx*, the Kerala manager *sam. 
•We failed because we were unable 
to conduct the preparatory coaching 
camp toi the meet due to lack oi 
funds. The State Sports Council 
arranged a last-minute four-day 
coaching camp at Trivandrum. In 
that short period, it is difficult tor 
any coach to assess the performance 
of a boy or a girl.” 

iho rritl« .<wld that Puniab 


L. Prameela—winner of the high jump 


ing IS gold, six silver and seven 
bron/.e only because of champion 
Bihar’s last-minute withdrawal, their 
manager, Ranjit Singh Grewal said: 
“It is our cool confidence, elegance 
and skill that brought us glory, not 
anvliodv's absence. ’ 

I KAUINC; FROM niF START, 
L< the. Andhra boys — V. v. 
Bluiskar, M. M. Solomon. N. Ana^ 
Kiimai and D. Murali Mohan 
won the 4 • <400ni relay finishing in 
1 111 38 41 sec., and Punjab (3 m 
h.o’set^) came second. However 
I’imjab .snatched the basketbaU 
ihampionships for both boys and 
girls, defeating Andhia Pradesh and 
Kerala, respectively. The Andhra 
boys deserved victory, _ but then 
.stamina (or the lack of it) came m 
I heir way. A win in this meet 
would have dwie a world of good 
for the players, who were awestruck 
by the stronger sides. 

Jammu and Kashmir had the 
bious distinction of missing tne 


of misunderstanding in the boysi 
hockey final against Madhya Pra¬ 
desh. The J and K boys tri^ their 
level best to win the crucial maten 
even by using dirty tartte of 
robust stick-work. But the MP lad.s 
with their skill, quick passes anO 
beautiful stickwork, deserved th( 
victory. Their centreforward ant 
skipper, Tgnacious Lakra, who im 
pressed the IS.OOO-strong crowd a, 
the stadium, scored the first goal u 
the 63id minute and fired the serom 
salvo a second before the fina 
whistle. 

I 

IJespitc the all-round smiles o 
succe.ss, there was one sad noU 
J.ong-distance runner Sambaiah! 
career seemed to continue to be I 
talc of missed chances. He wS 
twice unlucky when he lost two go! 
medals to Chandrasekhar of Karai 
taka in the 10 and 20 km race, Vme 
Sportnworld asked him why he los 
he said ; “Because of my poi 
finish.” 

• « r>IIAMI/AO 



NATIONAL SNOOKER 


Man- 

chanda 

again 

T he 20TH NATIONAL SQUASH 
champioiuhip once again con 
Armed thui ihc two warhorsea ol 
Indian squash. Major RuJ Manchand.i 
*and Anil 'Lucky' Nayar atili lead tlu. 
fleld by a distance. The champion, 
ship also proved, however, that there 
'ia no dearth of talented youngsters 
who, given the right oppurtunity, 
rould help raise the standard of 
squash in the country in the not-too- 
(infant future. 

Nayar started a strong favourite. 
He came to Calcutta confident, riding 
the crest of three wins over Man- 
Chanda in the last two months. By 
his own admission he is stronger now 
than he has been at any time in the 
last three years, particularly when 
playing in the World Amateur cham¬ 
pionship '79 in Australia, where he 
went as India’s no 1, he extended the 
then world no 1 Atlas Khan of 
(Pakistan to five games. 

His passage to the finals of this 
tnurnament only confirmed the im- 
yression most pundits had that he 
was unbeatable this year. He played 
I'pectacular aggressive squash parti- 
nilarly in the semi-finals against 
Captain Vikas Kapoor, the best re- 
riever of the ball in the country 
oday, and possibly the fittest. After 
m early 2-4 deficit, Nayar using in- 
TedlUy powerful and aggressive 
Krokes reeled 13 points in a row. He 
lad won the first game at 9-4 and 
/as leading 6-0 in tho second before 
lapoor could score a point. I'his was 
iayar at his aggressive best and the 
lomentum from that burst was 
nough to carry him to a comfortable 
0 wn. In all fairness to Kapoor, 

R played only u well os he was 
owed to play. 

Raj Manchanda is the very opposite 
’ Nayar. On court ha ia a picture 
’ cool determination, he hits all hl» 
rokes with a deft underspin and 
ore often than not. prefers to loft 
e ball deep in the corners. Behind 
11 cool facade lies a shrewd tactical 
Bin and a gritty competitor, who 
IS consistently outplayed all oppo.<ii- 
)n except Nayar during the last 
ree years. 

He subtly changes the pace ot a 
lly by taking the ball early and 
sciog K Into the gaps, he Is not 
ersc to gently lobbing the ball back 
tng the wall when In trouble, eu- 
jraging his opponent to go for 
other winner. Ho himself very 
^'ely hits outright winnecs. It suits 



Manchanda—vlow but steady 


his purpose better if bis opponent 
gets to his placements, but too late 
to disguise his return and kill. He 
is always making his opponent run 
and hit, run and hit, until he has 
drawn the sting from his game, 
after which it is a matter of time. 
And that is exactly what he did to 
Nayar in a fascinating four game 
final. 

r E FIRST GAME WAS THE 
most crucial. It lasted 35 
minutes and produced some of the 
best squash of the match. Nayar. 
confident, aggressive, willing to take 
risks set the pace. Manchanda just 
stayed with him and waited for the 
mistake. The tactics paid off initial¬ 
ly to enable Manchanda to take a 
lead. Nayar, however, tightened 
his game and fought his way back 
to 5-5 but three careless strokes in¬ 
cluding a mis-hlt return of serve put 
the patient Manchanda Cup 8-5. 
Nayar was not finished. Three Man- 
Chanda miatakes helped him level 
8-8 and a missed drop shot coupled 
with a powerful forehand cross-court 
which caught Manchanda moving the 
wrong way gave Nayar the first game 
at 10-8. It had produced everything, 
brouthlesi rallies. Incredible gets. 



superb winners and above all, exci¬ 
ting finish. 

The second game produced more 
of the saihe, Manchanda was more 
determined, less prone to errors and 
Nayar was having to work harder for 
his points. Also, the first game seem¬ 
ed to have taken a lot out of Nayar 
because he had lost the edge. He 
was not as sharp and he seemed to 
be slightly sluggish in reaching for 
his gets, That was all Manchanda 
wanted to win the game at 9-5 and 
level the match. > 

In the third game Manchanda was 
in total command, he relentlessly 
made Nayar move all over the court, 
and a stunned audience watched him 
wrap up the game at 9-0. And in the 
final game Nayar could salvage only 
three points and Manchanda had 
won his third consecutive national 
championship. 

I had asked Manchanda in the 
showers that morning whether ' he 
was confident of winning it again. 
“Well, I'm confident of doing my 
best,” he had replied. His best was 
certainly good enough. 

While these two dominate Indian 
squash, other possible contenders for 
national honours in the near future 
are not far behind. Of these. Capt. 
Kapoor and Ananth Nayak, who lost 
to Manchanda 3-0 in the semi-finals, 
and who Nayar feels is the fittest 
player in India todw are perhaps 
the most promising. Ex-international 
Sail Cohah, if he recovers fully from 
a knee operation, could also be a 
force to reckon with. 

Calcutta, too has a bright crop of 
youngsters led by All Khan, who 
caused the first upset of the tourna¬ 
ment by beating seventh seeded M. 
Meyappan, 3-0 in the third round and 
was subsequently awarded the most 
promising player award. 

The ladies championship was woo 
for the fourth consecutive year by 
Delhi's Bhuveneshwari Kumarl who 
beat Honey Shamian (Delhi) in three 
close games. In the Juniors, Ravin- 
der Mallik (Delhi) beat Alok Shriram 
(Delhi) 3-0, Youug Shriram impres¬ 
sed with his clean and intelligent 
strokes but he must improve his 
speed and stamina. 

An interesting event of the tour¬ 
nament was the final of the veterans 
where N. N. Atal, the president of 
the SRPl faced Dorab Adenwalla a 
one-handed player • who hod upset 
top-seeded Major A. R. S. Murthy in 
the semi-finals. It was amating to 
watch these veterans, both past 60 
batting for every point. It wa« in¬ 
deed a lesson for toe youngstera wat¬ 
ching. 

Calcutta’s ever popular A. N. Fran¬ 
cis regained his national professional 
crown when he beat bis traditional 
rival Shyamlal Verma (Rourkee) in 
three straight games in the BaM- 

ANIL RIKHYF “ 


NATIONAL WeiOHT-LIFTINQ 


Railways 

top 

'PHE RECENTLY CONCLUDED NA. 
A tiooal weightlifting champion¬ 
ships, held from January SI to Febru¬ 
ary 3 at the holy city of Varanasi 
saw, once again, a keen fight for the 
team championship between arch 
rivals Railways, the reigning cham¬ 
pions, and Services. Both were run¬ 
ning neck to neck in the race until 
Dalbir Singh, in the above-100 kg class 
won the event and thus helped Rail¬ 
ways to keep the title for another 
year. 

60.0 KG CLASS : B. K. Satpathy 

of Services, the reigning cdampion in 
the class retained his title, but not 
beiore being strongly challenged by 
Jaginohan Sapra ot Railways. They 
hni-shed with an identical snatch of 
100 kg. The clean and jerk became 
the deciding factors. Both opened 
their jerks with an identical weight 
ot 122.5 kg, but Satpathy succeeded 
with the second trial of 127.5 kg 
which helped him win the title. He 
aiso won the snatch and jerk golds. 
P. Subramanium was placed third. 
The inter-state gold went to A. Ra- 
mcsha ot Karnataka with a total 
weight of 2lu kg, silver to M. Raja- 
mani of Tamil Nadu and the bronze 
to N., Pandey (Madhya Pradesh). The 
last two were tied at 207.5, but they 
were separated on body weights. 

67.S KG CLASS : The contest bet¬ 
ween Surya jjanadur oi Services, the 
title holder and Arthur D’Souza oi 
Karnataka, a national champion dur¬ 
ing tile period 1975-76 was fought 
till the very end. N. K. Pan, a young 
and tough lifter from the Services 
also joined the fray and put across a 
tremendous hght for the top spot. It 
was touch and go and it could have 
gone any way had the litters suc¬ 
ceeded m their crucial and important 
lifts. After the snatch, Surya was 
leading and he maintained his posi¬ 
tion till the end when, with a total of 

247.5 (lOO snatch, 137.5 jerk) he won, 
beating U’Souza on 245 and Pan on 
242.5. The inter-Siate gold, however, 
went to D’Souza, the silver to J. 
Sadhu Knan and the bronze to Jagsir 
Siugn. 

75 KG CLASS : A record was 
broken in tnc class wnen J. R. Metiia 
ot Railways, wuh a hne jerk, lifted 
153 kg thus beating the record held 
by K. Balamuruganandan of Tamil 
Naau ot 152.5 kg created in the Ernd 
kulam Nauonals m 1976. He was head 
and shoulders above the rest m the 
class and did not have to strain much 
to take the gold. The mter-State title 
went to B. B. Singh ot West Bengal, 
(he silver to Prem Babu of Tamil 
Nadu and the bronze to another Ta¬ 
mil Nadu lifter, O. Aioysium. 


M.8 KO CLASS t P. ItoUuiviii. the 

reigning ui«iupluu, haa to make way 
for jarnail Singh Mail!, a national 
ciiampiun In the heavyweight class, 
wnu iiad moved Into this clau this 
he took the gold with a total 
of 262.5 (112.5 snatch 15U jerk) bea- 
Ung Kesbavan on 255 (115 snatch 
14U jerk), Paramjeet Singh thrilled 
the crowd with bis unique perfor¬ 
mance. He was unlucky as he suc¬ 
ceeded omy with the opening Jerk of 
135 and tailed twice with 140. He 
completed wuh a total of 255, but 
came third due to body weight. The 
mter-State placings also went in the 
same fasnion. 

M.0 KG CLASS ; TaU, fair and 

hanasome V. K. Uaroga, junior natio¬ 
nal champion in 1977 in the middle 
weight cia^ and the current national 
champion in the same class won the 
gold with a total of 285 kg and sent 
into oblivion two records in snatch 
and total. For the second spot 
there was a fierce battle between Tara 
Singh and Rajb.r Singh. Both tied 
with 260 points, but Tara clinched 
yie silver on body weight. The inter¬ 
state gold went to Tara with 260 
points, Sliver to Jaspal Singh with 

242.5 and bronze to L Jeevanandan 
with 235. 

100 KG_ CLASS : Tall and hunky 
Bame.sh Kumar of Services, a natio¬ 
nal thanip.on in 1972 at Indore and 
the current champion of the class, 
was outstanding among the 15 con- 
tenders. He opened his bid for the 
title with a snatch of 110 kg. and 
subsequently executed two more suc¬ 
cessful snatches with 117.5 and 122.5 
kg. He succeeded with his opening 
jerk of 140 kg and made a jump of 

7.5 kg m the second trial and execu¬ 
ted the same weight of 147.5 In the 
final ti lal. He won the class with a 
toial ol 270 kg (122.5 snalcn 147.5 
jerk). There was a ding-dong battle 
foi the second berth between two 
Rai.vvavmon, K. K. Pakkira and N. K. 
Uaroua Daroga started with a mode- 



J. R. Mehta —a record jerk of ISS kg 


rate snatch of 107.5 kg to that of . H 
Pakkira’s opening snatch of 115 kii 'j 
but finished with 117.5 to PakkiraTi ^ 
120. Both of them started with 140 
kg in clean and Jerk. However, 
kkira made a Jump ot 7.5 kg in th^ ) 
second trial. He won the silver wltlr 
a total of 260 (120 snatch 140 Jerk). ' 
Daroga made a strategic jump of 15 , 
kg in the second trial to clinch the. 
first place. He, however, failed twice j 
and was pushed to the third spot with : 
a total of 257.5 (117.5 snatch 140 . 
jerk). In a keen tussle for the Inter- - 
State gold, Vinisb Kumar Tyagi of ) 
Uttar Pradesh beat Bhagwan Das of ' 
Rajasthan with a difference of 2.5 kg. 7 
The bronze was collected by Pradip > 
Mondal of West Besgal. 

ABOVE 100 KG CLASS : In the i 
toughest class of all, eight giants 
fought for supremacy. R was even*.,; 
tually won by Dalbir Singh of Rail* - 
ways, the junior national champion 
in 1970, a national champion thrice in 
the peroid 1973-75 and an Arjuna ’ 
Award winner. He also shatterM a 
record with a snatch of 135 kg thus.: 
bettering his own mark of 132.5 kg - 
created at the Bangkok Asian Games. " 
He opened his bid in the snatch with | 
120 kg made a jump of ID kg and); 
did excellently. In bis third trial, lU'; 
made the record snatch of 135 H*-'? 
He did a jerk of 155 and won the? 
class with a total of 290. He took4 
165 in the second trial to try and,, 
break his own record, but failed... 
Guruswamy of Services, a silvci^j 
medallist in 1973, bronze in '74 and^ 
again a silver tn 76, took the second^ 
place with a total of 270 (120 snatch 
ISO jerk). Joginder Singh of Punjab^ 
took the thiid position with a total 
of 260 (110 snatch ISO Jerk). Adi, 
Irani, the reigning champion of this, 
class who bad a snatch of 125, failed 
to hold 160 kg in the opening ierk 
and sustained an injury, and was thus' 
not able to take further part in tiMf. 
championship. Itie inter-State gold; 
was annexed by Joginder Singh, the 
silver went to Mobindci jeet Singh eC 
Punjab and the bronze to K. Raghu 
Shetty of Karnataka As in several 
other classes, the spots were decided 
by body weights, as both Mobindcr-i 
jeet and Shetty had the same number 
of points. 

The Burdwan Challenge Shield (the 
symbol ol supremacy) went to the 
Railways with a total of 140 jMinti 
from tour gold, four silver and tw( 
bronze. Runners-up Services got the 
Kali Ganguly Shield with 139 joinb 
from four gold, two silver and fivi 
bronze. Tamil Nadu came third wltl 
ju.st 58 points. It shows the gulf o 
difference between the institiRion 
and the States. 

For the Kuppuswamy Naidu Shiel 
(Inter-State) there was a fight betwee 
Tamil Nadu, the ultimate winnen 
with 110 points from one gold, fou 
silver and two bronze, and Punjal 
who won the M. R. Salgal Memorii 
Shield with 101 points from foi 
golds, three silver and one bronze. 

V. NAGRAJ, Varanasi 




















RIGHT TO HEAD : Holmes kinds a right to 
the head of Zanon during their title ^ht. 


'lITLt RETAINED: Dutch boxer Rudy Koopmans (nearest 
camera) receives a blow from Italian Enio Cometti dur¬ 
ing the European light heavyweight title bout held in 
Rotterdam recently. The Dutchman retained his title try 
beating the Italian in 12 bruising rounds in the Rotterdam 
Ahoy Sports stadium 


READY FOR THE FIGHT: Glaagow*s Jim Watt, the world Ughtweight champion who has agreed to defend his 
title against Charlie Nash, the European champion. The fight takes place on March 14 












ANJlUOrE CENIRE- A Soviet ath- 
Lett* nni,s oM u trvachyull at the anti- 
fltipitU) ceTilTi’ ni .Moscow Utw^ces a( 
the centre ate beitiq tested in pre- 
paratioti (or the snmvier Olympic 
yaincs 
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COVNTL^WN FOR WINTER OI.Y MfTcs ■ Greek actress Moseiliou 

Tanuaf^Hr ^«< fumie m Greece on 
V^k fL^?h earned over to Lake Placid, New 

roTK for the 13th wmter Olympics betmj held from February 14 - 23 . 


toiio Mi \'rir\K, ... .. - ^ -rurii*. f t LTni reoTuary 

l/eneral ^ MosohoUou, handing over the Olympic Itame to the first runner during the 
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WOULD RECORD : Marita Koch (right) from East Germany, wins the second heat of the 50 metres for 
women with 6.11 secs and sets a new world record durmg the French-1.ast Germantf meeting held at 
Grenoble. France on February 2. Others in the picture are Marltes Goehr, East Germany (left) and Alize 
'if I'rance. 

TRAGEDY O/V TR^ACKS ' New Zealand racing driver TENNIS TIPS FOR ROYALTY : Princess Caroline of 

Steve Millen comes to gncf at the start of the ia.-.t Monaco smiles with a sheepish grin as she listen.s to 

round of the tntemational neiloi' racing ai Auckland, Vitas GeruUilvi’ tips during a pro celerity tenr^ 

New Ze aland on February 3. Millen received a tournament m North Mtam^^h on Febr^y^ 

broken arm and concussion when he hit a Dutch 
driver Rottengatter at the first corner. 














w 






/ 



\News ro und-upi 


Cooch Behar ties : 

No enterprise 

[ LUCKNOW: Some good indivi- 
|dual performances apart, the 
Inter-Zonc schools cricket matches 
for the Cooch Behar trophy which 
concluded here recently, did not 
really come up to the expected 
level. Enterprise, in particular, 
was ronspiruously lacking in all 
the teams, which had as their sole 
aim the first innings lead. 

Making a bid to retain the trophy, 
the stakes for the North Zone 
boys were fairly high, and probably 
realising this they went into bat, 
aher skipper Raju Sethi called 
correctly, to pile up as many 
runs as possible, time being of little 
consideration. They had placed 
themselves in a reasonably good 
position with 204 runs for the 
loss of four wickets by the end 
of the first day. 

At draw of stumps on the third 
day, it looked as if North had 
the trophy in their bag. West had 
lost five wickets for 206 runs, 
requiring 196 runs for the vital 
first innings lead, North having 


finished with 401. However, this 
virtually hopeless situation of 
defeat was transformed into a 
match-saving one. And the batsman 
who brought about this for West 
Zone was their wicket-keeper, 

Kiran More. In a remarkable 
display of patience and dogged 
determination, he remained at the 
crease for about 20 minutes on 
the third day and throughout on 
the final day to ensure that his 
team played out time and shared 
the trophy. 

North’s entry into the final was 
more or less like a gift from the 
Central Zone skipper Sanjay 
Mudkhvi. In the semi-final, his 
inability to apply the pressure on 
North Zone, who had at one stage 
lost halt their side for 101, by 
some imaginative bowling changes 
was largely responsible for General’s 
defeat. An off-spinner, Mudkhvi 
no doubt kept a nagging length 
but he over-bowled himself—he 
brought himself on even with the 
new ball! —rc.sulting in North 
scoring 199 for eight at draw of 
stumps on the first day and 
prolonging the innings by another 
32 runs on the second day. 
Moreover, he did not give a single 
over to the off spinner from U.P., 
Bhupiiider. Singh, who had a 
particularly good showing to his 
credit in the league matches. The 
stellar role in North’s innings 
was once again played by Raju 


Sethi, who waa unlucky to mlM 
bis century by flive runs. 

Central Zone messed up matters 
further by their batting line-up, 
sending some of their better 
batsmen very low down. One of 
them was Bhupinder, a recognised 
bat, who was sent out sixth. Yet, 
he put up a gallant fight, helping 
to finish with 175 for six by the 
end of the penultimate day. He 
himself remained unbeaten with 63. 
However, Central’s fight ended in 
a whimper within 20 minutes of 
resumption on the third day 
and they were all *but for 181, 
Bhupinder being the last man out 
after scoring 67. 

West’s victory over East in the 
other semi-final was far more 
comfortable. With a consistently 
good performance by all their 
batsmen, they scored 296 in the 
first innings. For the extremely 
brittle batting of East Zone, this 
was a tali order, and they could 
manage only 181, 82 of which 
were scored by opener Mukherjee. 
Rajeswai Dani, the Aryan Club 
player, who virtually single- 
handed carried his team into the 
semi finals with a sparkling 171 
against South Zone in the quarter 
finals, did not strike form in this 
match. West’s off-spinner sent the 
East batsmen reeling with a spell 
of six for 57 in 20 overs. 










Crossword 


iGridman 

49 



I A ball tbift is stroked or bailed at 
the instant It rebounds from the 
around (4-6) 

8 Car driven by him has better value 
In the second-hand market (5) 

8 The position of a skier ieaninfl 
forward from the ankles, usually 
without IlftinB the heels from the 
sMs (7) 

10 Metrical feet (5) 

II When the No. 3 batsman takes 
guard (3, 4) 

12 Sets of b^ who habitually play 
together (5) 

14 Subject of conversation (5) 

17 A succession of fast and hard 
punches by one boxer against 
another (7) 

10 A stringed musical instrument (S) 

20 If one Is out of the —, one has 
no chance of winning (7) 

22 One of the two straps by which 
horse draws vehicle (5) 

23 fn football, tennis, cricket, etc., 

there Is a-(4, 2, 4) 


DOWN 

1 In Ice hockey, impeding a player 
with the stick from behind (7) 

2 He plays between the striker and 
the defender (7) 

3 Italian composer of operas and 
church music (5) 

4 A friendly word of address (3) 

6 Serious and intense (7) 

6 The most powerful piece in chess 

(5) 

7 To knock out an opponent (4) 

11 A card game (5) 

13 Ability to withstand prolonged 
physical strain (7) 

15 A form of bagatelle (7) 

16 This book contains recipes (7) 

17 If H is rlrictly lor the —, it is 
worthlesa, ridiculous, etc. (5) 

16 One of the scoring areas of a 
circular target (4) 

19 It is passed from one runner to 
the next In a relay race (5) 

21 Qlrl (3) 

(SoK<enns next week) 


Question box 


lAnswm^ by Sudhtr Vftidv'f 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entries for ■Question Box' must 
either be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted on it, 
marked'QuestionBax", and sent 
to SPQBTSWORLD, 6. Prafutta 
Sarkar Street. Calcutta 700 001 
Entries sent in inland letters or 
envelofies will not be enter 
tamed 

Further, since we receive a 
regular flood of entiies, readers 
must be prepared to wait for a 
minimum ol two months before 
then queries can be answried 
Editor 


S. K. NagaraJ, Bangalore. 

Q: Who has taken maximum wick¬ 
ets In a Test innings 7 
A: Jim Laker of England has taken 
all the 10 wickets, that a bowler can 
capture in an innings, in the second 
Innings of the 4th Test against 
Australia at Manchester in 1956. 


R. R. Chander, Nandinl. 

Q: What is the maximum number 
of wickets that have fallen for zero 
in a Test innings ? 

A: As many as five batsmen were 
out for zero in an innings on 17 
occasions — England’s batsmen three 
times. Australia's five times, South 
Africa’s twice. West Indies’ twice. New 
Zealander’s thrice, and Indian’s twice. 
A maximum of four batsmen from 
Pakistan were dismissed "without 
score" on two occasions. 


Shallesh Varu, Jamahedpur. 

Q: Who is the bowlar of whom Sir 
Garry Sobers hit six Sixes In an over ? 

A: Sir Garry Sobers of West 
Indies, while playing for Nottingham¬ 
shire in County Cricket in England hit 
M. A. Nash of Glamorgan for sixes off 
alt the six deliveries of his 6-ball over 
at Swansea in 1.968. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 48 



RijM Chopra, Now OMM. 

Qi How many rune did Sir Donald 
Bradman of Australia score In his fltat 
and last Test Innings ? 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Australia 
scored 18 runs in his very first Test- 
Innings at Brisbane In the 1st Test 
against England In 1928-29 and In his 
valedictory appearance in the 5th Test 
against England at The Oval in 1948, 
he was out for a zero — bowled by 
Eric Hollies off the very second ball 
received by Bradman. 

K. Oas Qupts, Calcutta. 

Q: What is a ’tie’7 Is Brisbane 
Test the only ’TIE’ in Test history 7 

A: When the scores of both the 
innings of the two sides are equal at 
the conclusion of play, the match la 
considered as having ended In a ‘tie*, 
and in other words, ‘DRAWN’. The 
first Test between Australia and West 
Indies played at Brisbane in 1960-61 
is the only Test in the history, which 
ended in a ’tie’. 

Ravi Raj Pranami, Indoi*. 

Q: What are the birth-dates of 
Dilip Ooshi, Shivlal Yadav, Roger 
Binny, Narasimha Rao and Sandeep 
Patll 7 

A: Dilip Doshi was born on 
Decembor 22, 1947, Shivlal Yadav was 
born on January 26, 1957. Roger Binny 
was born on July 19, 1955, Narasimha 
Rao was born on August 11, 1954, and 
Sandeep Path on August 18, 1056. 



iRanjit Ghosr 

QUESTIONS 

I^LLOWING ARE (A) THE ACTUAL 
a or familiar names or surnames of 
some well-known sportsmen and 
(B) some hints about each of them. 
Give the complete names and connect 
appropriately. 

A 

(1) Gary (2) Jerry (3) Steve (4) Nell 
(5) Ryan (6) Viktor (7) Tahl (8) Maso- 
pust (9) Jimmy (10) Tracey 

B 

(1) He won a record sixteen handball 
titles. 

(2) Australian crjcketer. 

(3) She is a world record holder in 
swimming. 

(41 Famous tennis player who died 
last year. 

(5) Ha became European Footballer 
of the Year. 

(6) Internationally famous chess 
Grandmaster. 

(7) Famous gymnast who won the 
combined exercises gold medals 
at the 1952 and 1956 Olympic 
dames. 

(8) Heavyweight boxer. 

(9) Reputed professional golfer. 

I ID) A if'ckey who has made a big 

fOllUI'P 


ANSWERS 

•(UJBM>|3i/y/t AoDBJi) CSOIV 
•(sqooer Aiuiuir) igev . ’(isndoseyj 
jesor) 9B9V ‘(mei IIBmx'W) 997V 
•(U!JBM>inno JOtMiA) 799V '(ubAh 
m^B2ii3) yggv (b'Imbh I'bN) ZB^V 
•(uoMtneo 8A0ts) OtBCV '(AiJeno 
Ajier) egzv ‘fJoAeid AiBO) 69 tv 






Bridge 


8ori> Sehtp<fo 


If you look at the North-South hands 
only on the deal below, would you rathei 
end in six no-trumps or six-hearts? It looks 
quite close - a 6-2 diamond break defeats 
SIX no-trumps, while a 5-1 heart division 
would set problems in the suit slam. 


$ 

i 


0973 
10865 
4 ? 
1098 


i 


A J 1066 

042 

3 

J 743 



4 64 2 
IJJ 73 
A K 9 7 6 5 
4 062 


4 K 

1^ A K .1 '1 
0 A 0 J 10 8 
4 A K 5 


South dealt at love dll and this was the 


bidding at the first table 


SOUTH 

WtST 

NORTH 

EAST 

24 

pass. 


pass 

3 0 

pass 

-T 4 

pass 

3 NT 

pass 

4 NT 

pass 

6 NT 

pass 

pass 

pass 


(North-South were playing Ac.e shov/ing 
responses to two-clubs, so North had to 
bid his spades a second time in order to 
show the suit.) 

Against 6 NT West led 4 '0 and there 
proved little that declarer could do. 
He won in hand and forced out the King 
of diamonds but when the nine tailed 
to drop he was a trick short It looks as 
though there should be a squeeze, but 
declarer cannot cash all his heart wrnners 
before making 4 ^ r*nd tast is in no 
trouble for discards 


At tho other table the bidding followed a 
different route 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

24 

pass 

24 

pass 

3 0 

pass 

3 NT 

pass 

4<^7 

pass 


pass 

6 

pass 

pass 

pass 


Normally support tor partner's second 
suit wouid be based on four cards but 
North argued that it he had held four 
hearts he would have shown them over 
three diamonds and so his raise was 
known to be based on three to an honour 
Again the lead was 4 10 abd declarer 
won in hand He cashed O A and let 
0 O run to East's King A trump came 
back and South won in hand As the 


cards lav all his problams would hava 
baen solved If he had led 0 6 ^rofh 
hand - West would show out and the 
diamond could be safely ruffed low,. 
However, South was concerned about 
what to do if West followed suit - should 
he ruff high or low in dummy 7 After some 
thought declarer decided to by-pass the 
problem. He drew trumps snd, like his 
counterpart, ended with only eleven 
tricks. 

At trick 2 South should have led 0 0. 
not O A. East wins with 0 K but now 
South can ruff 0 8 low on the table with 
a much reduced chance of an overruff. 
Last week's quiz: at love all South holds 
4K0 10 5^J10 9<>K10 844AO, 
He opens one-diamond and North 
responds one-heart. South rebids one- 
spade and North bids two-diamonds. It 
looks tempting, with a double guard in 
clubs, to tiy 2 NT but this would be a 
distinct overbid. However, South is 
worth a mild effort and two-hearts seems, 
best. 

This week's quir: at love all in a pairs 
competition South holds 4 ^ 8 

1^1 10 6 3 A J 5 4 J to 8 3. He opens 
one-dub. North forces with two-spades 
and South raises to three-spades. Now 
North bids 5 NT (the grand Siam force) 

It looks easy but take your time - what 
should South bid now? 


Chess 


iPelei Clarke 

Karpov's amazingly consistent record 
over tho last few years was marred to 
some extent by his pertormance in the 
big international tournament in Lenin- 

? rad in July: he lost two games (to 
aimanov and Belyavsky) and had to be 
content with sharing fourth place with 
Vaganian, behind Romanishin, Tal and 
Smyslov. Well, no-one can win every 
time, and what the fans missed in 
Kaipov's play they found in that of Tal, 
who finished with a run of four straight 
wins in spite of a bout of sickness. 

In his younger days the Rigan grand- 
imaster scored most of his full points by 
means of direct attacks, but now he 
shows a much greater versatility. In the 
following game, for instance, he pro¬ 
vokes his opponent into attacking him 
and then beats off the assault with his 
usual tactical skill. 

Whilr Mikhail Tali Black- Oannady Kux- 

min. Riiy Lopez (Leninprad. 1977 ) 

1 a4, a$; 2 KtfS, KIct 


4 ■M.aaj 4 KMtf 

>■ •‘•.•aTi • Ral-M 

T >M.M| • at,M 

• M, Ktali It aal. at 

11 44, 4a7| It KMMIt, a a 4 

It a a 4, Klati 14 K1H. at 

II Bal. a4i It Ntb4l, KIM 

According to the thaorlatf 16 . . . Ba6 givei 
better protpecte ol aqualieing. 

IT BM, B4T| It as, Ktat 

It B4S, Klati St RH, OM 

il OaS, Rati tt Ra, a4l 

tS4aa... 


Tha game Penroae-Heygerth, Oxford, 1067, 
continued 23 Red, Ob7, 24 d x e, d x a: 25 Rc6. 
and White maintained his initiative. 
tS ... 4 a at 14 Bet... 

This leads to vary sharp play The Bishop now 
controls b4 but not f4 

54 ... KthSf 28 gS, Rat 

SI KthS, Rhti ' 27 Ktg4, Ret 
2t Kh2, Bgt; 2t Qfl, Odt 

Kuzmin IS drawn on by ideas ot attacking the 
White King. Better, however, was 29 .. B x d2, 
30 R X d2, Ktb3, 31 Rc2, B x g4 

SO Rdl, Klf4i 31 Kt a akI, R a aS 

U e a 14, Kteii S3 BeS ... 

If 33 f X e5. then 33 . . . Kl x e5, 34 0e2, 8f4-k; 
35 Kht, Oh4 yields Black a winning attack. 

55 ... BbSi 34 R a eS, a a ca 

3S f a as, 9 a dSi SS Kill, BM t 

37 B a 14, Raslgna. 

CempatKIen 034#. Solution next week 
Black 



White 


White announced male in six. 

Selutlon to 0345 (Pepov-Ryomln, Meaeow, 
1B2t). (i7/1bb2p1ii/p1iitrpp/1pl(|4/1PpP4/ 
PSONP1/30BPKP/R3R3 - Black to play.) 

Ryumln demonstrated White's vulnerability at 
f3, finishing the game oh as follows 26 , . . 
R x 131; 27 B X 13, O X 13-t-, 28 K x f3, Kt x d44 ; 
29 Kg4, Bc8+ , 30 Kh4, Kt(3#. 

Problem No tOdS. Solution next week. 

P. Patkev (First Prize, Problemisla, 1962). 
(I OtROa/ KSPpbl /1 PI bpirl /2p3ri /201RP2/ 
1plb/2/6Q1 -10 white men; t blaek.) 

VVhIte to play and mate in three moves. 


Balutlen to No 1007 (Popov). (t/tK4s1/ 
183QS1/ap1/4k3/Tr/3R4/a - moto In two.) 

1 Rt2 (threat 2 004). (a) 1 . Rd3; 2 OeS, (b) 
1 . . KdS, 2 0c6; (c) 1 . . . Rf3. 2 0 x 13; (0) 
1 St5: 2 0 X 15. the set defences have new 
mates, and the set mates are transferred to 
new defences 



-THtRt S IHf RtSULT-IWO IT 
FEEIS GREAT! REMEMSER LEAN 
FORWARD » WITH HEAD. BOOT 
t KNEE OVER THE BAIL AND 
THEV'U 60 IN FOB YOU AS WELL 






















Fast-acting Glokeen-D is an invigorating 
energy supplement for everyone. It fights 
fatigue and provides more stamina. 
Glokeen-D contains all the goodness of 
glucose, fortified with calcium, phosphates 
and vitamin D... to keep you in peak 
fitness all the time. 

Make Glokeen-D a daily habit. 

GLOKEEN-D 

-dlowinti Glucose energy. 
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The serene and tran€|ttil 
Krishna River wiUbea 
witness to a magnificent change. 

To Raichnr. 

That’s right. The first ever Thennal Plant of Karnataka will elevate 
Raichur Into a new centre of activity. As the men and machines * 
move, they will help build a plant. And a future. So that our lives 
could be more meaningful* 

A total of 420 MW of Power firom Raichur when the I Stage is 
complete. To add to the power from Sharavati. Bhadraand 
Kalinadi. And many more to follow — Chakra, Varahi, Bedti, to 
mention a few. 

AH because we would like your life to be happier and mme 
prosperous. 

Need we say more? 

rCOIIPOftATION LTO. I Mysore Power Corporation Ltd. 

Regd. Office: Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
Race Course Road, 

BANGALORE-560 001 



IN SEARCH OF POWER. FOR YOU. 



MPC'6479f 
































^portswortd 27 February 1980 
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^Letters to the Editor 


Still more 
coverage 
to 

cricket ? 

W HEN WILL OUR I’AN- 
dtic crickctlovors he 
Satiated uud .stop demand¬ 
ing mure cuverajie to cric¬ 
ket in Sportsworld than at 
pieseni ? When will the.se 
lovers realise that their 
fanaticism is leadinM to the 
delcriuration of otlier sports? 

In any country the deve¬ 
lopment, popularity and 
Standard Of peifoimancc in 
any sport depends to a 
£reat extent on the coverago 
it receives in tlie various 
mass media. Unturlunately, 
our two most elleetive oa 
tional mass media, the radio 
and the television, vie with 
each other in giving maxi¬ 
mum coverage to cricket 
only whereas in tact they 
should act us a promoter of 
every sport. 

T'he liandy explanation is 
that cricket is the most po¬ 
pular game and it sells well. 
I do not deny that and ob¬ 
viously neither do you, for 
in a recent interview to an 
eminent weekly you said as 
much. But despite the big 
weighlage that Spprtswvrld 
gives to cricket, it is the on¬ 
ly sports magazine in our 
country today that has defi¬ 
ed the trend by giving ex¬ 
tensive coverage to other 
games and stayed well in 
business also — a commen¬ 
dable feat indeed. 

Every other sport and 
game has millions of follow¬ 
ers. Those who follow them 
also want to read and 
know more about their 
favourite sport. But unfor¬ 
tunately our mass media 
with their lopsided coverage 
has relegated those games to 
‘also rans’. What a sad rever. 
sal of position in . terms of 
worldwide popularity? 

J. N. KAR, 
Nagpur. 

^OUR MAGAZINE IS DO- 
ing a lot to promote the 
cause of sports in India. The 
wide coverage that you give 
in your magazine to all 
games is nullt secundus. But, 
unfortunately, some of our 


friends have raised the 
bogey of "wide coverage to 
cricket". Perhaps, they havo 
not seen the inoic recinit 
issues of Sportsworld. Tlie 
manner in which youi maga¬ 
zine dealt with the "Wiiiihle- 
don Fair" evoked eveiv- 
body's admiration. 1 can al¬ 
ready dare sav lhai vmii's i-s 
the only magazine that em¬ 
braces all games alike. The 
coverage of football, bockc.y, 
etc is also quite .sizeable. 

In all this, cricket weighs 
more in terms of treatment 
In vour mag because cric¬ 
ket is played for days toge¬ 
ther — three or five — un¬ 
like any other game. In the 
period, a lot of things happ- 
e.a that need to be conveyed 
to the readers. Secondly, 
cricket has the maximum 
number of spectators and 
also news-readers. The appe¬ 
tite for cricket is both wide 
and varied. Having this in 
mind, magazines — which 
arc mainly commercial — 
give wide coverage to cric¬ 
ket. AH the sports magazin¬ 
es give weightage to aickct. 
It is not the case with 
Sporlswarld only. Himce. 
more writing on cricket is 
justified. 

RAVEF.NDRA T. DESAI, 
Cadag, Karnataka. 

Selection muddles 

O NE CANNOT CONSIDER 
the Indian cricket te^ 
as an ideal side because of its 
limitations in bowling. Now 
we have only four specialist 
bowlers in Kapil, Ghavri, 
Doshi and Yadav. I cannot 
take the liberty of a selec¬ 
tor to consider Binny as a 
medium pace bowler as he 
has not yet reached the 
standard of a Test bowler. 
One shouldn’t forget that 
Riony got his Test cap as an 
all-rounder. He suooeeded 
with the bat but not with 
the ball. So, there is no 
alternative but to ac¬ 
cept the naked truth that 
we are running short of a 
specialist bowler, which will 
compel the four bowlers to 
over-work in the current 
senes. It's really unwanted 
as wc are tremendously de¬ 
pending on the consistency 
of their fair performance. 

Ihe selectors should have 
an eclectic view leaving their 
idealistic mooring. Thev 
should not imitate the 
views of foreign selee 
tors by including three me¬ 
dium pacers in the Indian 
side when they largely de¬ 
pend on the success of the 



M>ioiKrs on the slow Indian 
wickets. One should horn 
that the Indian side will 
soon include an all-rounder 
who can spin the ball well, 
as we are trying to multip^ 
the talents of Ghavri by in¬ 
viting him to bowl as a spin¬ 
ner resulting in making 
less effective as a pacer. 
SALIL KUMAR BANBRJEE. 

Calcutta 


VOCRAJ SINGH HAS 
shot into limelight by 
the virtue of his fine and 
hostile seam bowling against 
the Paks at Jaipur. Taking 
the two good wickets of Ma¬ 
jid and Miandad be staked 
his claims for a Test berth. 

Yograj should be given a 
chance to show his mettle 
against the tourists. Kapil 
and Yograj will form a 
fine duo and Ghavri wUl 
alwa.vs be there to chip in 
with his left-arm seam bowl¬ 
ing and spinners. From re- 
j^rts, it seems that Yograj 
IS a hard-hitting batsman in 
the Kapil Dev mould. So 
the selectOTS should try him 
out and who knows he may 
be India Kapil Dev III 

SOUTIK BISWAS. 

Calcutta. 


Rakesh Tandon 

W ilATEVER HAPPENED 
[u Hakesh Tandon, the 
leg-smnner from Bombay? 
The lanky bowler was tipp^ 
by most of the “expert cwn- 
mentators’’ to be a worthy 
successor of Cbandrashekhar 
during the unofficial Test 
series against Sri Lanka. If 
I am not mistaken, he has 
not been even in the Bombay 
Ranji Trophy team for quite 
a few years. 

A READER, 
Allahabad. 

Commentary system 


T he men who were 

selected by AIR for the 
running commentary of 
the Durand Cup final did 
not know that Pradip Chou- 
dhury and Pintu Choudhury 
are not the same person. 
They said: “Pradip Chow 
dhury, popularly known as 
'Pintu Choudhury etc” I 
would ask them to note that 
Samaresh Choudhury, the 
wing-half of Mohammedan 
Sporting (who used to play 
for East Bengal previously) 
is popularly known as Pintu 
Choudhury. ITic TV com¬ 
mentators also made the 
same mistake. Last year, 
also, they made this mistake 
and so wc listeners could 
not understand whom they 
were speaking about— 
Samaresh (Pintu) or Pradip 
who, incidentally, were play 


ing in the opposite teams— 
East Bengal and Mohun 
Bagan respectively. 

SUBRAT A SEN, 
Calcutta. 

HATS OFF rO THE 
authorities of AIR for an¬ 
nouncing several times that 
there wouM be running com¬ 
mentary, alternately in Eng¬ 
lish and Hindi of the 
matches from the quarter 
final stage of the Durand 
football tournament. We 
gratefully accepted the an¬ 
nouncement. But to the 
utmost astonishment of thou¬ 
sands of listeners here in 
Calcutta we couldn’t hear 
the commentary even on the 
semi-final matches. In the 
previous years, we used to 
hear the recorded commen¬ 
tary in the sports service 
This year the authorities 
concerned, didn’t think it 
necessary to make arrange¬ 
ments for broadcasting this 
type of recorded commen¬ 
tary. But why? 

'The Durand football 
tournament is considered as 
one of major tournaments of 
the country. So it should 
be the earnest endeavour of 
the AIR to make arrange¬ 
ments for the broadcast of 
the commentary in all the 
important places of India. 
So, 1 want to draw the 
attention of the authoritie.<i 
concerned in this effect and 
hope, that henceforth they 
won’t commit such serious 
mistake. 

SUBRAT A CHATTERJEB, 
Howrah. 


Not correct 

I T HAS BECOME CUSTO- 
mary in your magazine 
that, you give cricket statis¬ 
tics full of mistakes and 
then say aany when the 
readers i^oint them out 
Here is yet another mis¬ 
take in the November 14 
issue on page 14. It says 
that Gavaskar has been 
associated in 28 century 
stands by the end of the 
Bombay Test But for your 
kind information it was the 
.'10th time. 

The 31st time was with D. 
Vengsarkar (105) at Banga¬ 
lore vs. Pakistan. 

S. ARUN KUMAR. 

Kolhapur 
(Readers who have point¬ 
ed out the same error are: 
N. K. Bajaj (Kanpur). Arun 
Relseiro Calcutta). 

IN THE ISSUE OF SPORTS- 
world November 14, 1979 
it was mentioned in the 
'Statistical view’ of the sixth 
Test against Australia that 
Ghavri’s previous top score 


was an unbeaten 84 in the 
Sydney Test against Austra¬ 
lia 1977-78. With reference 
to it, I would like to say 
that Ghavri was caught by 
Serjeant off Thomson for 
64 in that match. Thus his 
top score was only 64. 

UJJAL DUTTA, 
Calcutta. 

THE STATEMENT MADE 
in ‘Statistical view’ (page 
14) of your magazine 
dated November 14, 1979 

about Syed Kirmani being 
the second highest sccNrer 
(too not out) after Tony 
Mann of Australia (105) as 
a nightwatchman is not 
correct. There is another : 
Nasim-ul Gbani of Pakis¬ 
tan, who in 1962 scored 
101 at the Lord’s after 
being sent as a night- 
watchman in the second 
innings. So Kirmani is the 
third highest scorer as well 
as third nightwatchman to 
score a century. 

SHY AM JURANGAL, 
AJOY KOTWAL, 
AMEEN BANDH, 
Srinagar. 

I HAVE FOUND OUT AN 
error in the November 21 
issue of Sportsworld. In 
your ‘Quiz’ column there was 
a qu&^on “When did Gavas¬ 
kar and Mansur Ali Khan 
Pataudi play together for 
India for the first time ?’ 
The answer that was given 
was: “In the 3rd Test 
against England at New 
Delhi in 1972r73”. But sorry, 
the venue of the third Test 
in that aeries was Madras, 
and not New Delhi. In that 
Test, for the first time in 
that particular series, Man¬ 
sur Ali Khan was included 
in the Indian team. 

DEVADUTTA JOARDAR, 
Calcutta 

Many other readers who 
have pointed out the same 
error which is regretted. 

Congratulations 

M y HEARTIEST CON- 
gratulations to Bjorn 
Borg for his magnifi¬ 
cent victory in the 
Grand Prix Masters Tennis 
tournament. He showed his 
class by beating Jimmy Con¬ 
nors, John McEnroe and 
Vitas Geruhtitis. Undoubted¬ 
ly he is one the greatest 
tezmis players of all time. 
MAUK AKHTAR CHISHTI, 
New Delhu 

MY HEARTIEST CONGRA- 
tulations to Greg Chappell 
and his team for thej coo- 
vindng victories agamst Eng¬ 
land. Tbe pommies thunk 
that they are the rulers. Just 


Letters InttnMybr p ^.... 
h'catioH in &me 
should be brief endiyi^. 
written for at least te^\- 
btY written) onone^tkii. 
of an Inland letter. fn4iii^ 
case, post cards sl^lm 
not be used: Wetmrm- 
the right to eda hUet^ 
for clarity and reasons 
space—iditor 

because they have Lord’s and 
Wisden. One finds them 
forever whining and moaning 
against rules which do not 
suit their negative, defensive 
style of cricket, lliey decid¬ 
ed not to defend the ‘Ashes’ 
this time as they called the 
tour experimental. Farcical 
reason indeed! Wasn’t it be¬ 
cause they knew they would 
lose and so wanted to keep 
the ’Ashes’ record as great 
as pocssible? 

SIBAYAN BANERJEE, 
Durgapur. 

PLEASE CONVEY MY 
hearty congratulations to 
Indian ArLnes for winning 
the 49th ObaiduUah Goid Cup 
hockey tournament at Bho¬ 
pal recently. It was ind^ 
the finest moment for Ind.an 
AirLnc^ who were without 
any international players. 
Spedai congratulations to the 
I.A player Gurebaran Singh, 
who emerged as the joint 
top scorer as well as the 
best player of this tourna¬ 
ment. 

SHARAD SHRIVASTAVA. 

Bhopal. 

No excuse 

Y ou HAVE A NOTORI¬ 
OUS habit of retiring 
much before it is really 
necessary. You did so with 
your cricket career—^whenf 
lots and lots of runs were 
still to be scored. Probably, 
the environment was not 
very congenial then. 

But What’s your excuse 
now? We all looked forward 
to your reporting the Test 
matches — precise, to the 
point, full of technical obser¬ 
vations and at the same 
time, very crisp and pleasant 
reading. And what have you 
done? Very nicely it is 
arranged that the two com¬ 
bating captains write their 
points of view about the 
same match (a good arrange¬ 
ment no doubt and, 1 sup¬ 
pose, unique too) and thelk 
editor coolly stays off! 

An earnest and sincere re¬ 
quest to you—please do write 
your observations aboiB the 
Tests. 

SARIT DUTTA. 
Bombay,’ 







1 3 

: ■■':>#/■■ 1 






! *• i ) 

y I 




TV) MOST OF US THB 
li, declarationmade lUtle 
i sense. I mean Asif‘$ effort iS^ ‘ ; 
Calcutta when he 
closed his innings 5® 
short of India's total. It vm ' 
neat but unintended nUscaUndd; 
tion, and to have worked ft 
would have needed a little 
more help than is usually 
forthcoming from the 
Almighty. God, it has heeri >. 
noticed, is invariahfy 

side of those who wiw 

cricket, and in this s^USSt W^ , 
spite of Pakistanis reservanons 
about the umpires tend tfie" 
wickets, India's performance 
was more consistent uHth 
everybody contributing at the 
appropriate time and Kapil Dev \ 
swinging the balance India's \ 
way. 

An artificial decktratldfyi^ 
Test crickm is ustWtty iTit^. in 
some desperation. Yet 
reckless must be bated 
calculation of the 'me^y 
optimistic rurW’perwf^^fTdtip,’ 
There is no way that tlme'Mn 
be stopped, but Uo 
can, to a great eseter^, bt f y o 
neutralised by fUmeeylino thd'.'T 
scoring rate. 

in hand, on the fouHh morpifyp \ 
would she not have PutTidyfld- 
the 60 rumiito eqnedite thst.;.r 






I ■ seoroij^^ so'. '; ■ ■ 

And presuming '< 
would'have batted for the 
same number hours amd 
runs, the sltiiaHon iM the fifth 
marn^ would have been sD6 
to win <n ihike hbure. and 
20 overs. To be more precise, 
if the over rate (ff 12 her hour 
u^ wabh^ iwhigh was 
the (me and had been so 
,1lhrimghe»t this ymr), the 

hnve^ be readied 
iih lX overs. That is 3M ruVs 
on aver. Very much to. 
Pakistan's advantage if 
compared to what she Was 
actually faced with. Two 
hundred and sixty-five runs in 
63 overs, which not only 
that an average of 4.20 runs 
ah V^er, but reqwred Pakis^ 
m bat for a longer time, ow 
byjnseesBlty lose mare widute. 
This is what happened, and 
in cite of the sUmtion at 
itm-hme oeing hmHar to the 

im at Km^ 

oO is turned out with 
.nfibMhe ease, in Oalcutia she 
hddhlr&fdy lost three go^< > 
^ip^nsth Mor nm the pitch^ 
anywhere near as true. 

> / This mby well bi fudged as 
indulging m him^ht. More 
, JO idtK% MMrdtd IJIo^ 


'^' haiigihg 

^W:dnddh( minutes, but surety: 

offset the rather 
i^dffue-batt^ by the earlier 
Wl^hhihh or were they expected 
'M'fjwmdfso'iu meekly as they 
fmdf This deeUtration could 
"kmly hwe worked .if Pakistan 
had bxpefted to bowl India 
ibut for J7S or under. And this, 
the s^s had already proved 
' mare than once, was a hopeful 
[PxpecUdion. 

' fHerther, the argument S/^ot 
Gavaskar was absent with a 
sifre throat, and .Pakistan had 
wished to take the adv(intage, 
ik pnty tenable if it hMl^een 
confirmed from neutrM)^e^Ms‘ 
tftiid Mh absence VH»wd->bb:',^ 
longer than an hour. 

Anyway, things did not work 
out for Pakistdn, and while 
frWda WUI take fuU credit for 
'winning the series, Pakistan 
^ retrospect wiU rue the 
' decision to stick to principles 
(which Vishwanath may now 
feel, about Taylor) when 
Jfihrffaz was not invited to lend 
sonw depth to the bowling. 
This Imd of thinking teas not 
in vogue during the last 
sneownter. Wh^ Pakistan 
included the Packer players 
and so formally recognised the 
existence of the W.S.C. she did 
so because she had no desire 
to hwe a series which had 
recommenced after id) years. 

• 

Now Ibat she has lost, there 
has been a Complete sKake-up 
and Air MarsheU Noor Khan 
has been asked to rehabilitate 
PokWtani cricket, much as he 
uplifted Pakistani hockey. 

And the Air Marshal is most 
wise when if,comes to 
dxmonstraiing the balance 
between principles and 
pragmatism. 
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Mr Aler Bedser, the England team manager, recewing 
the Frank Anthony trophy from Mr P Rungta. Mr Chinna' 
swamy looking on 


I T WAS A PLEASURE TO BE BACK IN INDIA 
A pleasure for a lot of people whereas a 
decade O'r two ago most of the cricketers used 
to complain about coming to India — tummy upsets, 
strangenpss of culture apd unsatisfactory staying condi¬ 
tions being some of the reason. On the last tour a lot ot 
us thought this was one of the best'tours we had had. A 
tour of India, we thought had a nice mix between stays 
at sophisticated centres, like Bombay, and at places with 
rest houses where we were thrown back at ourselves to 
keep ourselves amused. Then the touring party would 
become something like a Victorian family, keeping itself 
entertained with sing-songs and dumb charades. 

Moreover, last summer- in England we had an excellent 
series against India. The result of that experience was 
that a lot of us were keen to come. We had got along 
well with each other and all the Tests were played in the 
right sort of atmosphere. In fact, Botham told me here, 
half-seriously, that he found it hard to bowl with the 
same aggression against the Indians because he thinks 
the players are nice blocks. 


In our approach we resolved not to take the umpir¬ 
ing or by behaving badly when decisions went against 
them. 

What had me worried was team injuries. We thought 
Peter Willey would be a useful third spinner for Bomlmy, 
but he had pulled a thigh muscle in Australia and it had 
got worse in Melbourne. Dilley a promising quickie, who 
bowled sometimes as quick as anybody in Australia, pull¬ 
ed his side muscles three weeks ago in Australia and 
wasn’t fit enough. Randall had hurt his shoulder in the 
double-wicket competition a few days ago when he tried 
to take a catch behind his back. He was a bit sheepish 
about this but 1 don’t mind—his clowning, in fact, 1 keep 
urging him to the cartwheel. Then Willis went down 
with a bad tummy upset. That left us with only 12 play¬ 
ers to choose from. It was a difficult decision to leave 
Bairstow out because we thought that would leave us 
with an inordinately long tail but after a look at the pitch 
we decided we would have to play three seamers. So 
Bairstow was the odd man out. 

I had never seen so much grass on any wicket in 
India, except possibly at Pune on the la.st tour. Generall.v 
speaking, preparing such wickets is good for Indian 
cricket. If there is pace in the wicket, you can both 
develop quick bowlers and your batsmen can learn to plav 
the quickies so much better as you have done in the 
recent past. Hogg and Dymock told me in Australia that 
they found some good pitches to bowl on here, and so 
obviously our batsmen mu.st have gained from the 
experience. 

Really, however, one would like a fast wicket without 
too much grass on it, if the wicket is hard enough. When 
you have too much grass that helps the seam bowlers 
really. That’s what happened at Bombay. 1 thought the 
wicket was just a trifle too helpful to the bowlers. The 
good thing, however, was that there was qn even bounce. 

Vishy, must have thought there would be help for 
the spinners before the toss he decided to bat. I was 
glad to lose the toss. Deciding what to do would have 
been quite diflicuit. 

One other thing 1 was worried about before the 
match actually began was that since we had lost all the 
Tests in Australia we might half-consciously be expected 
to lose. If you’ve been winning like India had been, it’s 
the opposite and that’s one reason why success breeds 
success. Also, we were playing in a strange country 
without any practice match and I was a little' apprehen¬ 
sive that we might get off to a bad start and find 
ourselves struggling. 


I was lucky enough to play the Centenary Te.st 
against Australia in 1977. And I know how keenly that 
match was played. So I was a bit annoyed when frivolous 
question like; “Will this Test be played as a festival 
match?’’ was put to me. What I did say was that in the 
Centenary Test the only difference was near the end 
when, faced with the outside chance of winning the Test 
with the alternative of drawing it by grafting, we chose 
to go for the runs and lost. If that had been the first 
match of a series we might have played for a draw. If 
we got to a similar situation here I felt we could well 
choose the same approach but we expected a hard-fought 
competitive Test match. 


India, we knew, were a good side. Gavaskar is as 
good as a bat as any in the world. Vengsarkar is a tre¬ 
mendously improved piayer and 1 wasn’t surprised when 
he went on to play the best knock in the India first 
inmngs. in Kapil you have a top quality bowier. And 
there was Kirmani, whose wicket-keep.ng and batting 
you miss^ in England last summer. In fact, the last time 
we were here L thought Kirmani kept wicket so well there 
was little to choose between him and Alan Knott. Then 
there was Vishy and Gbavri and the other new players 
who had all done well. Even if we had beaten Australia 
in the last scries, instead of losing to them, we thought 
you’d take some beating. 
















G AVASKAR’S INN- 

in^ was quite ex¬ 
traordinary. He started 
off in such a rush titat 
after half-a-dozen overs 
we were asking our¬ 
selves how iiiaiiy more 
overs there were to go? 
I have never seen a man hit a six off 
the middle of his bat and the next 
minute tell himself furiously that 
he must concentrate. Sunil kept 
muttering to himself, trying to con¬ 
centrate. I have only once seen him 
in this vein—at Bangalore on the last 
tour—and then he had held out in 
the second or third over. He played 
some good shots here but he also 
played and missed off six consecutive 
balls from Botham. He was just be¬ 
ginning to play properly when he got 
out. 

Binny faced a hard Test, playing, 
as he was, as the opener for the 
first time. He was bound to struggle, 
on a pitch that was so helpful to the 
bowlers. Vengsarkar played the best 
innings and then played rather a lazy 
shot the first hall after lunch to get 
out caught behind. Patil showed great 
talent. He reminded me of Majid 
Khan in the way he played in a free- 
llowing way, o.r pull^ the ball from 
chest height. His bat was not straight 
when he drove. On a very dangerous 
true wicket he woufd be a good play¬ 
er but here we always felt we could 
get him out. Sharma by contrast, 
looked as if he is finding Test cricket 
a hard struggle that it is. However, 
the fact is that the hall here moved 
more than it did in any of the Test 
except in the first innings at Lord’s 
in England last summer and with a 
little bit of luck we would have got 
the top five out much quicker than 
we actually did. 

Erom around 100 for two India 
slipped to 197 for eight and then the 
last two wickets added an irritating 
45 runs. And perhaps I had made a 
mistake in not having a sbort-quare 
leg for Kimiani when be fim came 
in. 

Botham bowled superbly. He kept 
a lively pace and moved the ball both 
ways. He was the giant of our attack. 
Stevenson, making his debut, showed 
his talent but he gave too many balls 
oft which runs could be scor^ and 
couldn't keep the pressure on. Lever 
was unlucky. And then there was 
Taylor, who equalled the record by 
taking sevlen catches, he might even 
had nine victims if he hadn’t missed 
two chances, one a very difficult catch 
and the other an awkward stumping 
off Underwood. 

2nddaY 

1 dried up the damp¬ 
ness in the pitch, and 
it had been mowed, so 
the wicket had got a 
little easier. But it was 
a reasonable wicket to 
bowl on. And the Indian 
bowlets bowled well, keeping the 
ball up and getting the most from 
the wicket. 


Bolham drives iluently 

Though we were soon 58 for five, 
we hadn’t really batted as badly as 
the score suggested. All our Bats¬ 
men made only one or two mistakes 
and that was enough. Then Taylor 
came in to join Botham. This was 
the combination when Botham got bi.s 
first ton agaiiLst New Zealand ,it 
Christchurch. England were 120 foi 


six when Taylor joined Botham and 
then Taylor was only 45 when 
Botham had got up to .99. Then 
Botham had run Taylor out in an 
attempt to get his hundred. So 1 was 
little anxious here when Botham 
got to 99. 

Taylor had a charmed existence 


ist day 








but he batted on like a fighter he is. 
There was also the extraordinary in¬ 
cident when the umpire gave him 
out and then he was recalled. In 
fact, the umpire put up his linger 
and brought it down so quickly that 
Taylor, who had turned after the 
ball had passed him, didn’t know 
what happened when he looked at the 
umpire. 

1 was a little surprised when Vi.shy 
ot the umpire to reverse his 
ecision. If 1 was captain R is 
diflicult to know how 1 would react 
though 1 don't think 1 would have 
done what Vishy did. This is not 
meant to be a criticism ot what he 
did but generally speaking if you do 
this sort of thing too olten you arc 
really straying into the umpire’s 
territory. And if you appeal, and it 
the umpire gives him out, even if 
you know he is not out, you can’t 
intervene. • 1 remember this time in 
Australia ,we once thought we had 
Greg Chaj^ll out bat and pad but 
he was given not out, then next, 
morning, he went out to drive 
Undei'wood missed, got his foot back 
but was given out when we appealed. 
But another time I remember 1 took 
my appeal back. This was in the 
series against Pakistan in 1977-78. 
Geoll Cope was on a hat-trick and 
Iqbal Qasim came in. He edged the 


ball to me and I picked up dose to 
ground. ’The umpire gave Qasim out 
as the other apMaled excitedly but 
I knew the ball had bounced aod 
called the batsman back. 

Vishy’s generosity made a great 
difference to the match. Taylor and 
Botham put on dose to 175 runs and 
though Botham fell plumb Ibw to 
Ghavri when the latter managed to 
swing the ball quite prodigiously the 
position was quite even at the end 
of the second day. 

A word aboqt Botham’s innings. 
He showed a lot of self-control, un¬ 
like in Australia where he was in¬ 
clined to attack at the bowling from 
the word go. This occasion he took 
his time in looking to the bowling at 
Irst and didn’t play and miss at all. 
He played the quickies very well, 
hitting them on both sides of the 
wicket off the front foot as well as in 
the back foot. He swept a lot and 
swept well. 

W E BEGAN THE 
third day at 232 
for 6 and at that point 
anything could have 
happened considering 
that the new ball was 
due. One amusing little 
point that reflects bad¬ 
ly on me was that I thought the new 


ball was due after 85 overs. I hadn’t 
read the playing conditidns thorough¬ 
ly and it had been 85 overs in Aus¬ 
tralia and England while it is 75 here. 
So we were a bit surprised when 
Kapil Dev and Ghavri took the new 
ball after two overs that morning. 

But at the point we might have 
been all out for 24Q or we might 
have managed to get something like 
350 because all our tail-enders are 
capable of scoring runs. I suppose 
that 290 odd was about appropriate : 
We thought that it was not a bad 
lead given that we were 232ffor 6. It 
could have been worse, it could have 
been better. 

John Emburey played pretty well 
for a while and then tried to hook 
Ghavri. We had a little discussion ab¬ 
out that before because he loves to 
hook and I told him that Ghavri was 
not that easy a man to hook because 
he gets that extra paoe with his boun¬ 
cer. Emburey should have let some 
bouncers go by, but he went for the 
first one, got a top edge and was 
caught at long-leg. 

Bob Taylor looked a bit less happy 
than he had done the day before. He 
played and missed a few times and 
showed his irritation at himself. He 
got out Ibw to Kapil. Graham Ste- 
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Lev&r traps VengsarHai m frofU of (he wicket 


venson emd John Lever then played 
pretty well. Graham got 20 odd in his 
first Test match and played sensibly. 
He is one of those players who has 
been helped by the betoet. He used 
to back away but he now stays 
in time. He is very powerful 
striker of the ball and he hit a huge 
six of Doshi. He is capable of being 
a very useful all'-rounder, and already 
a good No. 10. 

John Lever was playing very well, 
very straight. He batted sensibly for 
us at Melbourne (last Test) when he 
kept Ian Botham company in the 
second innings and kept me com* 
pany in the first innings and batted 
about hour-and-a*half in'fehch innings. 

Ghavri got five wickets—well des¬ 
erved. He swung the ball, varied his 
pace and bowled a good line. Kapil 
Dev bowled very well in patches: At 
other times he looked a little bit tir¬ 
ed and didn’t have the same spirits 
that be had in England. But he bowl* 
ed welt Binny is a respectable t-hird 
seamer but came in for some severe 
punishment from Botham which is 
no disgrace to him. 

The Indian fielding was pretty good 
though one or two catraes went 
down, as they did when we were fiel 

. ...-- 


Our batting had hinged entirely 
on Ian Botham, with Bob Taylor’s 
help. went in with a 50-odd lead 
and we said then that it would be 
very nice to get a couple of wicket.s 
before they reached our score and if 
we did that we’d probably win the 
match. As it happened, the third ball 
that Botham bowled was a straight 
one that Binny missed and was Ibw. 

Gavaskar played a much more res 
trained and reasonable knock this 
time but even be was troubled. 1 
think Botham bowled beautifully 
again and John Lever bowled better 
also—accurately, with a lot of life, 
and swung the ball 
sharply. Any batting 
side would have found them a little 
difficult to handle. What Ihey have 
hoped to j|o would be to stick it out 
with the new ball and lose just one 
or two wickets and force us to chan¬ 
ge the bowling. But we managed to 
get wickets often enough. On one oc* 
casion I said ~to Botham : ‘You’d 
better have just one or two overs 
more and then take rest”, but then he 
got two wickets in two balls. So we 
were able to keep the bowlers going. 
We didn’t have to change them as 
we knew there would be no more 
matcnbs, that this was the second 
Innings, so we didn’t have to worry 


about the bowlers getting tired. So 
they kept up the pressure. 

1 thought John Lever was ag^ 
unlucky. He ended up with 
three wickets but he could easily bad 
four or five. Botham was superb. He 
bowled very accurately, made the 
ball bounce, ran the ball away to sbps 
and bowled the occasional in-swing¬ 
er. An intelligent and fine piece of 
bowling. 

I think he has got the edge over 
Kapil as bowler because he has got 
more range of bowling And 

be is a little quicker — not 

much but a bit. And be can vary the 
quick ball and that means that you' 
are just that hesitant to go on the 
front foot. But they are similar bowl¬ 
ers in that they both swing tl^e ball 
each way and they both attack the 
off-stump. And they are both/attack¬ 
ing bowlers. One of the niix things 
alraut Kapil is bis /yorkers. 

Occasionally that could become a leg- 
side half-volley and could gb for four, 
Botham’s the same — he will try the 
yorker, the slower and also bouncer. 

Was this his best-ever bowling 
fbrmance ? He bowled once against 
Pakistan at Lord's when on a Mon¬ 
day morning Pakistan were a 100-odd 




for two on a good wicket. Uc 
suddenly found the ball swinging 
when, in fact, I gave him the over 
only to change the other two bowlers 
Willis and Hendrick, around. And the 
bail swung, and swung more sharply 
He bowled like he bowled here with 
the ball swinging more sharply. So 
he was more unplayable on that occa 
Sion but 1 can’t remember a match in 
which he has bowled belter through 
out. It was a marvellous, sustained 
spell of fast-medium bowling. 

We took all the catches this time. 
1 caught one and was very please 
with it—left hand. I’ve dropped a 
few off John Lever recently so it was 
specially nice to catch one off him. 
And Bob Taylor broke the world re¬ 
cord with the best catch of all—be¬ 
cause it was an edge that didn’t 
carry far enough and he dived for¬ 
ward and took it. 

A bout thf. batting, vfngs 

arkar played pretty well and 
was beaten by a good ball from John 
Lever which he piobablv should have 
played forward to, but lie went bark 
and was Ibw. Vishy got an e.vcellcnt 
ball from Botham, pitched about olF- 
stump, good length, just short, boun¬ 
ced and went off the pitch, just tak¬ 
ing the outside edge. He gut a ball 
that anyone could have got out to. 
Patil was out first ball, Ibw. He pro¬ 
bably should have played it, but the 
ball was fa.st and accurate, came in 
a little and it was his first ball. Bot- 


li.im was keen on his hat-trick and 
wanted everyone up but Sunil dealt 
with the hat-trick ball quite com¬ 
pletely. 

Sharma stuck it out pretty well, 
got into line and fought hard. Shar¬ 
ma occasionally has the tendency to 
move back slightly towards the leg 
stump — very few good players do 
that—but the strange thing was that 
he still goes across so far on the off¬ 
side that he got three fours, hitting 
thorn ill the air to fine leg. I don’.t 
think anyone can play consistently 
well if his backfoot goes back outside 
the leg-stump because you are al¬ 
ways coming across the ball on the 
oIT-.side. Against good bowlers bowl¬ 
ing on the off-stump, you are nevet 
going to be sufficiently behind the 
line of the ball. 

Bnndall started doing that in 
Australia and that was the beginn¬ 
ing of his failure. Having shuffled ao 
ross for a long time, he got the idea 
that if he continued doing that it 
would be difficult to leave the right 
ball with the extra bounce in Austra 
lia. He started to move back with his 
right foot to try and stay inside the 
line of the ball, to let it go. But you 
can’t do that, because if the ball is 
pitched a bit further up, you’ve got 
to get back into line. And also it’s 
very hard to decide which ball to 
leave and you always come across on 
the off-side. Mike Denness tried that, 
too, in Australia. 


Coming back to Sharma, I said to 
Botham that he should try and bowl 
one or two bouncers on the leg-stump 
or just outside it to make Sharma do 
this more. However, Sharma played 
slightly better this innings with the 
helmet on straightaway, whereas he 
had worn a cap in the first innings 
and after about 20 minutes, when he 
looked in some trouble, he had put 
the helmet on and played a bit better. 

At one point India was 6 for 58 
and then there was a bit of a stand 
between Kapil and Sharma and then 
Kapil and Yadav. Xhe bowlers got 
tired in the evening and John Lever 
In particular was hit for some fours. 

Kapil showed his form with the 
ball at last. He is a very attractive 
player, free-flowing, a fine off-driver, 
quite a good booker and puller, 
though I daresay he might get into 
trouble with the really quick bowl¬ 
ers, good cutters, and he plays the ball 
of his legs. He is a pretty good attack¬ 
ing player and on a true pitch against 
any bolwer who is less than really 
top-class, or against slightly tired 
bowling, he’d be a very dangerous 
player. He’s only 21. Like Botham, 
he might become a really top-class 
attacking batsman if be has the en¬ 
ergy for it and if India don’t bowl 
him boo many overs every single time 
he plays. His batting is like Botham 
but again not quite as good. 

Defensively, too, he played pretty 


How to save 
behind your 
husb2ind’s 
back 



It’s the women who are 
world s greatest savers You 
should know You are doing it 
right now even when the times 
are hard 

You penny-pinch a little bit 
here, save a little bit there, put a 
little bit aside every month In 
the cocoa tin, in the sari 
cupboard or right under your 
husband's nose, under the last 
kerchief in his kerchief box 

But idle money can never 
multiply. Instead out whatever 
you save into a State Bank 
Savings Account Or better still 
if you are sure you can save a 
regular sum every mor'th, join 
any one of State Bank's 
bumper-interest plans 

It you put, let’s say Rs. 100 
in the State Bank Recurring 
Deposit Scheme for 63 months, 
in the 64th month you'll get 
back 8 whopping Rs. 8,291. 

You can also plan a pension 
for yourself. Pot Rs. 100 every 
month in the Perennial Pension 
Plan for 120 months and after 
that you’ll get Rs. 169.50 
every month for ever and ever, 
besides the accumulated capital 
of Rs 20,557 in your name. 

If on the other hand you’ve 
collected a nice round sum like 
5,10,15 or 20 thousand 
rupees in your savings account, 
what are you waiting for, put 
it in State Bank’s Fixed Deposit 
or Reinvestment Plan. 


Rs 10,000 in a 63 months’ 
Fixed Deposit will put 
Rs 82.64 in your hands every 
month as interest The amount 
deposited will of course remain 
intact Whereas the same sum 
in a Reinvestment Plan will 
bring you, hold your breath, 
a breath-taking Rs. 26,855 
at the end of 120 months 

Your money is never blocked. 

In case of urgent need, you 
can take a loan from the bank 
to the extent of 75’;u of the 
amount deposited 

So you see, your husband 
may be the bread-winner 
but It's you who will provide 
money for jam. 

For further details please call 
at our nearest branch. 


Slate Bankof India 



siLvcRjimcclMO 


naiBji Cantanary calabrationt eoupona 
ara availabla at ail our matropolitan 
and urban branchaa. 






Who can make it first? Botham tries to kick the ball before Gavaskar 
makes his unrarul. Evintually, Botham's shot missed the stumps and 
Gavaskar teas safe home 


well, got his bat and pad close toge 
ther. yet, be doesQ’t look quite solid 
enough somehow : Why, I don't 
know. Maybe it’s his defence, but I 
can’t quite put my on bow he 

could change his technique it one is 
a free-flowing striker of the ball, 
one’s dcfenoe is bound to be slightly 
less than the beet. To hit the bail 
you’ve got to have room outside the 
leg stump to swing the bat. So if the 
ball nips back or moves about you 
are going to give the bowler some 
chance as. for example, David Gower 
does. 

I was faced with the difficult situa¬ 
tion in the evening of whether to 
change the bowlers. In the first place, 
we had got eight wickets but the 
bowlers were getting tired. On the 
other hand, they deserved to have a 
go at the taiienders. Botham, Of cour 
se, never wanted to be taken off. He 
was bowling well within himself, he 
wasn’t bursting bis boilers, just occa 
sionally bowling the quick stuff, and 
the great strength of his bowling is 
that he c»n bowl well within himselt 
and still be almost quick, 

John Lever was getting tired near 
the end. Maybe 1 should have taken 
him off but Graham Stevenson, who 
had bowled five overs, hadn’t got hi.s 
rhythm right and 1 thought Kapil 
would get more oft him than off Lev 
er. And I didn’t bring the spinners 
on because I thought Kapil might 
have a real whack at them. 

Poor old John Emburcy, we 
brought him to India thinking it 
would be absolutely vital to have him 
here but he didn’t get a single over. 
But 1 don’t think there was a time 
when he should have bowled. And 
Underwood bowled only seven overs 

I NDIA WERE 90 ODD 
aheid with eight 

wickets down. I 

thought anything could 
really happen if Yadav 
could Slav with Kapil 
and bat for an hour or 
about 90 minutes and 
get SO or 60 more runs and Doshi 

perhaps hang around for 20 more. 
We’d been 5 for 58 and you’d been 6 
for 58. So if they did that, perhaps 
your fast bowlers could get a good 
enough total to bowl at. 1 still said 
when our batsman went out to bat. 
don’t for goodness sake, count your 
chickens before they are batched. 
We’d have still got 90-odd runs to get 
and the ball will swing as it had 

swung for us when Yadav got out to 
a ball from Botham that swung 
away. 

In fact, for five or six overs Indian 
bowlers bowled exceptionally well 
and it looked as though they might 
take a wicket any moment. Boycott 
was in a lot of trouble and Gooch 
didn’t have much of the strike, but 
be didn’t mind Then suddenly the 
life seemed to go out of the bowlers. 
Perhaps they were a little tired. From 
then on it looked as if we would win 
without much trouble. 


Gooch in particular, played the 
.spinners superbly. He gut back and 
made room to hit Yadav on the back- 
foot and when he pitched it up he 
went down and hit it ovei iiiid-wic- 
ket. It was a magnificent display and 
Boycott, after he got ov<m- his .sticky 
patch, didn’t look as if he wa.s going 
to get out. He played two or three 
superbly-timed drives off Kapil. 

In the end we won in a canter but 
it hadn’t looked like that, the margin 
flattered us. We won on the back of 
Tan Botham. If Botham had beeii'on 
th^ other side, and even if we had. 
Kapil Dev in exchange. I think prob- 
ablv India would have non. But you 
novel' know. Wc might have plaved 
Botham a little better, getting into a 
line little bit more, letting go a little 
bit more, grafting it out instead of 
trying to play shots. Wc might have 
just worn him down. 

The wicket got easier but still the 
ball swung and there was enough 
bounce for the edges to carry, and 
for the ball to move quirk enough to 
beat the batsman. The ball that got 
Kirmani was a very i-'wkwaid one 
from Botham. It was about oft stump, 
quick, just short, bounced and mov- 



VishvKtnath is bawled by Lever 


ed away to take the shoulder of the 
bat and carry to second slip. That 
Vvas a ball that could have got Greg 
Chappell or Viv Richards out. 

Vishy’s captaincy. I thought there 
was very little else he couW do. 1 
didn’t study it but he bad to rely 
mainly on the seam bowling and he 
used Doshi us a stock bowler which 
was fair enough. When Botham 
and Taylor staged thsir stand. he 
could have tried giving Botham the 
single a little more readily in the be¬ 
ginning of the over, ju^t as we did 
against Kapil, so as to stop him from 
scoring fours. And specially when he 
was bowling well at that stage, with 
the oid ball, he was going to be 
money for old rope for Botham. But 
have pretty defensive fields. 

Vishv bowled Doshi. just as much 
a.s he should have but 1 thought his 
field was slightly wrung for Doshi, 
again.st Botham. He might have tak¬ 
en off the short-leg a bit earlier and 
put him 15 yards away for the sweep 
and had a deep square-leg 10 or 15 
yards in from the boundary. But whe¬ 
ther that would have made a differ- 
eiioe I don’t know. There’s a lot of 
luck involved with the .sweep shot 
and where the bail lands is hard to 
predict so I won’t criticise Vishy’s 
captaincy. I don’t see what else coiild 
have been done. 

There was another strange umpir¬ 
ing incident on the last day when the 
umpire gave Boycott out on a half 
hearted appeal and then put his fing 
er down so quickly again that Boycott 
didn’t even see he had been given 
out. The same thing bad happened 
to Taylor. And it just seemed every¬ 
one allowed the matter to pass. Oi 
maybe the umpire changed his mmo 
—a very courageous thing to do, bui 
it didn’t seem hke that to mo. He 
could have wailed a second or two 
before making up his mind. An ex 
traordinary event 

Overall, the only thing I’d 
like to say about the umpiring was 
that some derisions woio given too 
quickly. It must be very hard to 
make up your mind so quickly before 
you have worked out what exactly 
the ball did. Other than that, I have 
no comment. 


4th day 





SCOREBOARD 

INDIA verauN BNOIAMD JnbUee TmI ptoyed At tb« 
Wankhftde KUillum (BMiliAy) from U.t.M (PrtdAy) to 
1P.2.M (TnroJay), IdJtM (Satordoy) beloK the roat day. 

C 4 >toiaa ; O. R. VlakwMoih <Iadto> ood 4. M. Broariar 
(Bsclaad) 


DmpirM : 4. D. Ohoah aad Hanoaiaatka Bao 


Oebot ; (irahaai Steyeaaoa (Saplaad) 

Toaa won by : VlshwaMth 
INDIA (18T INNTNOS) : 

Sunil Oavaakar o Taylor b Botham 49 (115 mta., 68 balla, 
4 foura. 1 six) * 

(runa vainc briakiy off his bat; but It wasn't a knock 
anywherp bln rloss; survived a very confident appeal for Ibw 
by Uever In the very first over; tried an atrocious book shot 
and ballooned the ball towards gully tor wicket-keeper |to 
take It) 

Roger, Ilinny run out 16 (60 mts., 36 1>all8, 2 fours) 
(did not quite settle down; lucky not to be out at 8 
when .snicked Botham between Boycott and Qower In slips; 
attempted an Impossible run, could not beat Z^arklns' direct 
throw from square-leg) 

Dlllp Vengsarkar c Taylor b Stevenson 34 (69 mts.. 48 
balls, 4 fours) 

(about the best knock of the day; looked In good touch; 
drove one which left him late and achieved only a snick; 
keeper brought off a good low diving catch) 

Oundappn VIshwanath b Lever 11 (88 mts.. 31 balls, 

1 four) 

(played lust one good stroke, a flowing square drive oft 
the back-foot; tried to drive a ball which came back, bowled 
off the Inside edge) 

Snndecp Patll c Taylor b Botham 30 (60 mts., 38 balls; 
ft tours) 

(was a picture of confidence and timed Ms shots well; 
got a gem of a delivery; ball moved away very late, could 
not help playing at It and snlckSd a low catch) 

Taahpal Sharma Ibw b Botham 21 (68 mU., 80 balls. 

4 (burs) 


PELHAM 
CRICKET 
YEAR' 


^ THE NEW . 

1 CRICKET (jpMIftNION 

m ^ ANNUAL 




Records First CI^SijblAcket 
throughout the woriTd 
beginning with the India- 
Pakistan Test Matches 
October'78 

• Profusely illustrated with 
action photographs. 

• Contributors of articles 
include Denis Compton, 
Graham Gooch. David 

.Constant and Frank Tyson 

• Demy 8vo Cased; 

• Jacketed,over 600 pages 

Bl PUBLICATIONS 

t8. Lansdown.e Road. Bombay-39 
13, Daryaganj. New nelhi-2 
1 3, Govt. Place East, Calcutta-69 
150, Mount Road, Madras-2 


(a knock that was good in patdias: sbnffMd asross and 
l a lsss d the line completely) 

Kapil Dev c Taylor b Botham 0 

(out to third ball he recaivad after only a mtniita’s stay 
at the crease; needlessly flashed et an outgoing ball, taken 
In front of first slip) 

Syed Klrmanl not out 40 (134 mts., 98 balls, ft fours) 
(once again displayed pluck; held on well and with end 
of the Innings In sight, opened out to collect some useful 
runs for the side) 

Karsan Ghavrl c Taylor b Stevenaon 11 (88 mU., 39 
balls, 1 four) 

(settled down after e shaky start and then unnecessarily 
played at a rising ball outside the oS-stump) 

Shivlal Today c Taylor b Botham 8 (43 mta., 82 balls, 

1 four) 

(went like the others, hanging hla bat against the moving 
all) 

Dlllp Doshi c Taylor b Botham ft (19 mta., 12 balla} 
(made great eflort to glvo support fb Klrmanl, edged 
an easy catch to wicket-keeper who with this victim, equalled 
a world record) 

Bxuraa ; 17 (bft lb 9, mb. 9) 

Total: 242 (810 mts., 80.S ovars) 

FAU, OF WICKBTB i 1 for 66 (BInny, Oavaskar 41 n.o.); 

2 for 92 (Gavaakar, Vengsarkar 88 n.o.): 8 for 108 (Vang- 
aarkar, Vlahwonath 8 n.o.); 4 for 186 (Vlahwanatb. Patll 17 
n.o.); 6 for 160 (Patll, Taahpal 9 n.o.); ft for 160 (KapU, 
Taahpal 9 n.o.); 7 for 181 •(Taahpal, Klrmanl 8 n.o.); 8 for 
197 (Ghavrl, Klrmanl 13 n.o.); 9 for 233 (Tadav, Klrmanl 
29 njo,) 

BOWUNO : Lavar 3S-S-82-1; Botham 22-6-7-624; Steven- 
aon 14-1-09-2; Undarwood 8-1-23-0; Gooch 4-2'8-0. 


KNOLAND (Ul| UnOHaa) I 

Giauam uoocn c K i rm a n l b Ghavrl 8 (46 mta., 82 balls) 
(Just could not aettle down to play hla powerful etrokee; 
played forward to a slanted delivery, edged a low catch to 
wicket-keeper) 

Oeoa Boycott c Klrmanl b BInny 22 (101 mts., 66 balls, 
2 tours) 

(a typically dogged innings; impeccable In defence; 
played forward to one which moved away;, taken oK out¬ 
side edge; wae Klrmanl's 100th Test victim) 

Wayne Larkina ibw- b Ghavrl 0 

(out to first ball he received; moved across to glance, 
missed the line completely) 

David Gower Ibw b Kapil 16 (83 mts., 63 balls, 8 fours) 
(came In when Ghavrl yng on a hat-trick; started on 
an aggressive note and then got Jabbed down on one which 
kept low and played ovw' It; was plumb In front of the 
wicket) 

Hike Brearley Ibw b Kapil 6 (23 mts., 36 balls) 
(Bcratcbed for a brief while; moved across to play for¬ 
ward; ball came in to oeat the bat) 

Ian Botham. Ibw b Gbawl XU (296 mfy. 14 « k..i- 


(an Innings that showed his true worth as an all-roondar 
of class: hn.s carried his side on his shoulders: attacked 
the bowling relentlessly: firm sweep and pulls brought him 
most of his fours: lucky not to have been caught earlier 
on 16 when Tadav floored a fairly easy catch at short fine- 
leg of Doshi: put on a record 171 runs for the sixth wicket 
with Taylor l.n 201 minutes:* shaped for a drive and played 
outside the line) 

Bob Taylor Ibw b Kapil 43 (276 mts.. 108 balls, 6 foura) 
(declared out, fuuight behind off Kapil when on 7 in a 
total of 86 but was called back by the fielding captain; 
made the most of this sporting chance to bring off a 
remarkable recovery with Botham; had some kind of a 
charmed existence at the cr^we; went across to push to on, 
a straighteoed ball) 

John Iknburey c BInny b Ghavrl 8 (83 mts., 39 balls) 
(did noi look much of a batsman, hooked a short ball 
high Into air; long-leg held It confidently) 

John Lever b Doaht 21 (66 mts.. 32 balls,. 8 fours) 

(a breezy knock, launched with the Idea of gathering 
as many runs before close of Innlnga; went back, beaten 
by the spin, bowled middle stump) 

Graham Stevenson not out 27 (92 mts., 28 balls, 1 alx, 
4 'tours) 

(hit out boldly; lofted Doaht (or a alx over long-on; did 
not get enough support from last man) 

Derek Underwood b Ghavrl 1 (19 mta., 14 balls) 
(bowled round hla legs as be tried to flick) 

Bxtins ; 31 (bg lb 9 .n.b. 14) 


Total ; 396 (440 mta., 97.1 overs) 

FALL OF WICKBT2 : 1 for O (Gooch. Boycott 11 n.o.). 



Statisticdl 

view 

I AN BOTHAM STOLE THE 
show by his sHrrouad perior- 
manoo. H« took 6 for S8 in lodla's 
first innings and then scorod J14 
to perform the feat of capturing 
5 or more widcets and SQMring a 
century in the same Test on three 
different occaskmst. Earlier, he 
had scored 103 and captured S for 
73 against New Zealand at Christ* 
church in 1977-78 and repeated 
the feat same season ^ making 
108 runs and bagging 8 fur 34 
against Pakistan at Lord's. 

IN INDIA’S SECOND INNINGS 
Botham once again excelled in his 
bowling by taking 7 for 48. It was 
the 14th occasion in 25 Tests that 
he has captured over 5 wdckets in 
an innings. His 7 for 48 also 
matches the previous two best Mr- 
formances of 7 for 46 by. John Le¬ 
ver on debut at Delhi In 1876-77 
and 7 for 49 by Hadley Verity at 
Madras in 19SKS-34. Wuh his cen¬ 
tury and 13 wickets foe 106 runs 
Botham became the first nmn in 
the history of Test cricket to seme 
a century and^take more than 10 
wickets in a matdi. Earlier, Alan 
Davidson of Australia had scored 
over 100 runs (44 and 80) and 
captured over 10 widcets (5 for 
135 and 6 for 87) in the famous 
Tie Test between Aushralia and 
West Indies at Brisbane in 1960-01. 

WHILE SCORING HIS CEN- 
tury Botham put on 171 runs for 
the sixth widwt vrith Taylor, bett¬ 
ering the 165-nin unfinished part- 


iwnhib between Havid Gower and 
Geoff Milter at Birmingham in 
1878. 

ROBERT TAYLOR ALSO 
bettered the wicket-keeper's re¬ 
cord for Ittdia-Engiand Tests. 
First, be put in shade John Murr¬ 
ay's 8 catms in an innings at 
Lord’s in 1967, and dismissing 7 
Indian batsmen (all catches) in 
the ibrst innings he equalled Pakis¬ 
tan’s Wasim Bari’s world record of 
7 victims behind the stumps in 
one innings against New Zealand 
at Auckland in 1978-79. 

BY TAKING THREE MORE 
catdies in the second innings Ta> 
tor’s tally of 10 catches brushed 
aside Alan Knott’s 7 victims in a 
match (consisting of 6 catches 
and 1 stumping) against India in 
the Manchestar Test in 1974. It 
is also the best wicket-keeping 
performance for England agaiust 
any Test-playing country bettering 
Leslie Ames’ feat of 8 dismissals 
(6 catdies and 2 stumpiiigs} 
against the West Indies at the 
Oval in 1^3. The' world mark oi 
il dismissals stands jointly in the 
names of Wasim Bari (who held 7 
catches) and Majid Khan (who 
took 4 catches while keeping the 
wicket in the absence of regular 
wkkeV-keeper Bari who was in¬ 
jured) in the fifth Test i against 
West Indies at Kingston in 1976- 
77. 

8YED KlRMANl COMPLETED 
bis 100 dismissals behina the 
stomps when he caught Boycott 
off Binny. He reached the land¬ 
mark (77 catches and 23 stump 
tngs) in his 42nd Test to become 
the first Indian wicket-keeper to 
achieve the feat. Since be bad al¬ 


ready completed 1000 runs in 
Tests he joined Alan Knott. God¬ 
frey Evans, Jim Parks of England, 
John Waite of South Africa; Rod¬ 
ney. Marsh and Bert Oldfield of 
Austmlia; Deryck Murray of West 
Indies and Wasim Bari of Pakis¬ 
tan who have performed the wicket 
keepers’ "double” of scoring 1000 
runs and making 100 dismissals 
behind the stumps. 

GUNOAPPA VISHWANATH. 
with his first scoring stroke in the 
second Innings —a boundary, com¬ 
pleted his 5000 runs in Test 
cricket in his 69th Test. He thus 
becomes the second Indian after 
Sunil Gavaskar to overtake 5000- 
run mark in Tests. Vishwanath, in¬ 
cidentally, is the i6th Test cricket¬ 
er to achieve this glory. 

INDIA’S DEFEAT BY 10 WIC 
kets came after a long gap of IS 
Tests. After the defeat suffered in 
the first Test against England at 
Birmingham in 1979, India did uol 
taste defeat till this Jubilee Test 
in Bombay and ipbetw^en India 
had played 15 Tests — 3 against 
England, 6 against Australia and 
6 against Pakistan with 4 victories 
end 11 drawn Tests. 

JUST AS IT WAS THE COLD- 
on Jubilee of the Board of Cimtrol 
for Cricket in India in celebration 
of which India-England Test was 
organised in Bombay, Bombay al¬ 
so celebrated the Silver Jubilee of 
Tests in the city by completing the 
quarter century of Tests in Bom 
bay—one at Bombay Gymkhana. 
17 at Brabourne Stadium and 7 
at Wankbede Stadium. 


SUDHIR VAIDYA 


2 tor 21 (Larkina, Boycott 11 n.o.). 3 for 4fi (Boycott. <Jowfr 
10 n.o.), 4 for 67 (Brear|ey. Gower 16 n.o.l, 6 for 58 (Gower, 
Botham 0 n.o.), 6 for 239 fBoUuun, Tayolr 37 n.o ), 7 tor 
245 (Bmburey, Taylor 48 n.o.), S for 362 (Taylor, Lever 16 
n.o.), 9 tor 28S (Liver. Stevenaon 16 n.o ) 

aowumo : Kapu Dev 39-8-64-8. Ghavrl 20.1-6-62-6, 
PoBhl 23-6-67-L Tadav 8-2-3M. 


INDIA (8ND INNOraS) „ 

Sunil Gavaskar c liylor b Botham Zi (lOS mts., 7<> balls 

1 four) 

(looked hia usual sound self but was out to a lialf-herated 
attempt at steering a ball whfadi was leaving blm on too on 
side) 

Roger Binny Ibw b Botham 0 (8 mts., S balls) 

(missed the line of a straight one) 

Dtllp Vengsarkar Ibvr b henr 10 <36 mts.. 37 balls) 
(looked strokeful but did not last. Went back to force 
to on and played acrOM tha Une) ... 

(tondappa Vishwanath c Taylor b Botham 6 (14 rats., is 
tMJltf I tour) 

(stayad Just long enough to get runs needed to complete 
his 6(JOo runs in Test crick't. Tried a drive, ball moved Just 
that much to taka an ouUlda edge) ^ 

Sandeep Patll Ibw b Botham 0 (out to the first ball ne 
faced) „ 

Taahpal Sliarma Ibw b Botham 27 (111 mts.. 89 balls, 
8 flonnl 

(was batting conlldoiitly; could not" Judge one which 
came in, put on 44 runs in 68 minutes with Kapil for the 
seventh wicket) _ . _ . 

Syed Klnnani c Qoocb b Botham o (8 mts., 7 b^ls) 
(fended a bouncer : taken at seend slip off the handle) 
Kapil Dev not out 46 (116 mts., 82 balls. 8 fours) 


Kansan Ghaiii <■ Urcarley h Ijcver 5 (17 ml.s , 13 balls) 
(slaaluHl al .-in nulKuInt; l>all, flr.-it slip brought off a 
splendid low catch) 

Sblvlal Tadav c Taylor b Botham 16 *27 mts., 32 balls, 

2 fours) 

(edged the first ball of lh<, fourth day to wicket-keeper) 
Dlllp DoshI c and b Lever 0 <12 mts , 6 balls) 

(gave a return catch while trying to drive) 

Extras 18 (b 4, Ib 8, nb 6. w 1) 

TOTAL 149 (233 mts., 52.1 overs) 

FALL OF W*('KET8 : 1 for 4 (Binny. Gavaskar 0 n.o.), 

3 for 23 (Vengsarkar, Gavaskar 6 n o.). 3 for 81 (Vishwanath, 
Gavaskar 9 n.o.), 4 for 81 (Patll. Gavaskar 9 n.o), 6 for 68 
(Gavaskar, Taa)ipal 8 n.o.), 6 for 68 (Klrmanl, Tashpal 8 
n.o.), 7 for 103 (Tashpal, Kapil 23 no.), 8 for 116 (Ghavrl 
Kapil 27 n. 0 .). 

BOWLING : Levop 20.1-2-66-3, Botham 28-7-48-7. Steven¬ 
son 6-1-13-0, Underwood 1-0-6-0 

ENOULND (2ND INNINGS) : 

Graham Goosli not out 49 (119 mts., 9n Is, f-urs) 
Geoff Boycott nr out <43 1L9 mts . 84 ’ ours) 

Extr' - 6 (b 3. nb a, lb 1) 

TtyPAL 9t, for no loss (119 mts., 29.3 overs) 

BOWLlNv. . ■.apil Dev 8-2-21-0. Ghavrl 6-0-12-0. PatU 
3 -O-g-O, Tadav 6-0-31-0, DoshI 6-1-13-0, Qavaakar 1-0-4-0, 
Vishwanath 0.3-0-4.(l 

Kaglaiid woo (he Test bv 10 wickets. 

M.- of the match : Ian lerreace BaSham. 

Compiled by RAHMAN 
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Sunil Gavaskar 


T he series against austra- 

lia and Pakistan had been won 
but there was still one Test left to 
commemorate the Golden Jubilee of 
the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India. The England team, on its 
way back from Australia, were to 
play one Test, to be called the Jubi¬ 
lee Test against India. There were 
12 days between the end of the 
series against Pakistan and the be¬ 
ginning of the Jubilee Test. In 
retrospect, the gap of 12 days was 
perhaps too much because the Indian 
players had the time to wind down 
from the pressures and tensions of 
the Test series and thus, when they 
reported for the Test, they were 
mentally too relaxed and not in a 
frame of mind that brings about 
one’s fighting qualities. 

If the Test had started five days 
earlier I am confident the perfor¬ 
mance of the Indian team would 
have been much better because then 
only a week would have passed bet¬ 
ween the Tests. The Bombay team 
had a Ranji Trophy match in bet¬ 
ween and there was also a doublo- 
wicket tournament in Bombay where 
six Englishmen anu six Indians par¬ 
ticipated. This tournament attracted 
more crowds than the Test did. 


After the experience of the previ¬ 
ous two Tests it was obvious that the 
Bombay Cricket Association would 
make greater efforts to prepare a 
wicket that would last. So when one 
had a look at the wicket it wasn’t 
surprising to see a fair amount of 
grass left on it gnd underneath, it 
looked hard and firm. The first 
thought that came to mind was that 
it was a typical Australian wicket 
and would give the quicker bowlers 
plenty of assistance particularly on 
the first morning when the wicket 
would be at its freshest. 

The Indian team had made one 
change by dropping Chetan Chauhan 
and Dilip Ven£sarkar, who missed 
the Calcutta Test because of injury, 
was back in the side. Roger Binny 
was to open the innings with me. 
Chetan, who had been my partner 
for 29 Tests in succession, was really 
unlucky. If you look around other 
countries you will find that they are 
all struggling to find a stable pair of 
opening batsmen — and here we 
were, disturbing a settled partner¬ 
ship. 

Vish won the toss and we batted. 
Botham managed to get a lot of life 
out of the wicket and Taylor was 


taking the ball either in front hit 
face or above his head. This should 
give an idea of how much bounce 
there was in the wicket. 


Earlier in the morning there was 
a colourful ceremony where all the 
Test cricketers, past and present, 
were given mementos by thq Board 
President, Mr Chinnaswamy. It was 
wonderful to be part of the gather¬ 
ing on the field and mingle with the 
former Test stars. The excitement 
of meeting and shaking hands with 
one’s Test heroes was too much. 
Mushtaq Ali wa.s there' ^s er^ct as 
ever and I thought to myself what 
great fun it would be if I could hit 
a six in the first over. Just a small 
way of paying a tribute to a cricket¬ 
er whom I admire and also envy be¬ 
cause he could play shots from the 
word "go" off the quickest bowters 
in the world. This excitement and 
the urge to play a bit like Mushtaq 
Ali was the reason behind my un¬ 
usually aggressive approach on the 
first morning. I did not hit a sixer 
in the first over but I managed it 
later. I picked up the line of the 
ball early and as it swung into me, 
it was just perfect for the lofted 
shot. I limed it well and there it 
went soaring away. I just hope 
Mushtaq Ali appreciated that shot 
even if he didn’t like the rest of the 
innings. 

Opening with a new partner has 
its problems, particularly in running 
between the wickets and Roger and 
I missed some easy singles, took 
some, risky ones and finally lost 


f4 


Gavaskar survives a confident Ibw appeal from Lever in the very first over of the match. 




Roger’s wicket as he was slow in 
responding to a call for a quick 
single, hesitated and was run out as 
Larkin’s direct throw found him a 
yard short. 

By this time I was finding that 1 
couldn’t contrql my urge to score off 
every ball. My concentration was 
terrible and it was through sheer 
luck that I survived the first hour 
After that, I found it was relatively 
easy to get back to my own self and 
my concentration was returning and 
the urge to hit the ball every time 
had disappeared. But then I got 
myself into a shell and with the pro¬ 
fessional line bowled by the English¬ 
men, it was difficult to pick runs. 
Dilip hit two lovely boundaries off 
Stevenson, an on-drive and then 
through mid-wicket and he looked 
good. When this boy hits shots he 
looks brilliant but in the interests of 
the Indian side and giving it solidity, 
he has curbed bis natural game and 
plays less shots than be is capable ot. 
With lesser pressure in this game, 
he was giving himself the liberW of 
playing shots and enjoying it too. 

I got out one shmt of SO wben, in 
trying to flick Botban, I managed 


only to get an outside edge and the 
ball flew high over the head of gully 
and Taylor ran to get under it and 
take tbe first of his seven catches. 
This wicket was lost just a quarter 
of an hour before lunch and it Is 
always difficult to go in and bat be¬ 
cause one has to start concentrating 
again after lunch. This was the ca.se 
with Vish. He was off the mark soon 
and at 108 for two we seemed to 
have weathered the liveliness of the 
wicket and its early freshness. Just 
tbe sort of score to launch a bigger 
total 

However, the first ball after lunch 
set us back as it found . Vengsarkar 
stretching forward and edging a re¬ 
gulation catch to Taylor. Patil 
started off breezily and when Vish 
played a cover drive off Stevenson, 
we relaxed in our scats. Then John 
Lever struck a blow as Vish aiming 
another cover drive, was bowled for 
IL. It was now going to be difficult 
to build up a match-winning total 
and Botham, returning for another 
spell in place of Stevenson, saw to it 
that our middle-order was destroyed. 
He had Patil. yvho was batting with 
considerable restraint, caught behind 
and followed it up by getting Kapil 


identically. That effectively put the 
lid on our high-scoring ambitions. 
Kirmani was still there and Yashpal 
in his usual self was picking his runs 
through the gaps in the attacking 
field. 

When Botham gets among the 
wickets one can sec a change coming 
over him as he seems to bring out 
reserves of energy and those two 
quick wickets had fired him. He was 
now coming in, bouncing and one 
could see the pep in his strides. Gone 
was the tired and seemingly listless 
Botham of the morning. This one in 
the afternoon was positively different. 
A destroyer he was. Yashpal left to 
him, caught in front of the wicket 
with an in-swingsr. Ghavri was 
caught behind. 

Kirmani. in such a situation, is 
always a dodgy customer for the 
opposition and he now decided to be 
aggressive. He pulled Lever twice 
to the square-leg boundary and cut 
Botham. Shivlal hung around with 
him for some time and they added 
useful runs before Shivlal went to 
Botham, caught behind by Taylor. 

With Dosbi in and the fielders 




spread back by Brearley, it was diffi¬ 
cult for Kirmani to score runs. Yet, 
with his unorthodox batting,'he had 
got to 40 and the Indian total to ^42 
when Botham, slanting an inswinger 
at the left-handed Ooshi, had him 
caught behind .nd finished with six 
wickets. Bob Taylor set up a record 
by catching seven batsmen. It was a 
poor total on a wicket such as this. 
Once again our batsmen were to 
blame — none more so than Dilip, 
Sandeep and myself who had all 
reached 30 and failed to convert it 
into a three-figure innings. 

*T<m WORST PART ABOUT 
A lining the innings is that 
after fielding for a whole day one 
has to go and bat for the last 10 
minutes. Irrespective of his side's 
total, the fielding captain can have 
a very attacking field and the fast 
bowlers also can go flat out as they 
know they have only an over or two 
to bowl. Both Gooch and Boycott 
survived one over from Kapil and 
Ghavri. Kapil looked weary after his 
efforts during the season and Karsan 
is finding it more difficult now to 
bowl at a sustained speed for long. 
That is not depressing as a good rest 
from May will find them fresher and 
raring to bowl in November for the 
Australian tour. 

Gooch went to Ghavri when he 
nicked a catch to Kirmani and Lar¬ 
kin went next to a ball that swpng 
in at him and found bis pad in front 
of the wicket. Boycott was digging 
himself in and there were looks ex¬ 
changed between the Indian players 
that said “better get this man out 
quickly, else he will be there the 
whole innings”. Binny saw to that 
by pitching bis out-swinger perfectly 
and Boycott, chasing it, was caught 
by Kirmani to give the ‘keeper his 
100th Test victim. What a tremend¬ 
ous achievement by Kiri and ili of us 
were delighted for him. With his 
weird sense of humour and the abi¬ 
lity to mimic, Kiri is fantastic in the 
dressing-room. 

Kapil got Brearley with one that 
whipped back and found him in 
front of his wicket. Four down and 
we were back in the game. First 
over after lunch, Kapil got Gower 
leg before and at 58 for five, we 
were in for the kill. The ball was 
swinging and bouncing and our 
bowlers were pepped up by the fall 
of wickets. 

Botham was playing carefully and 
Taylor’s intentions were clearly to 
stick around. At 85, Taylor played 
and missed a ball from Kapil and 
was declared out caught behind. To 
us in the slips cordon it was obvious 
that he hadn’t touched the ball and 
Vish went up to the umpire and re¬ 
quested him to reverse the decision 
as we were withdrawing the appeal. 
The umpire also courageoushr agreed 
to reverse the decision and recall 
the batsman. That was it — as 
Taylor dug in and, with Botham, 
shrugging off his defensive posture, 
the England score began to mount. 


Botham cut and drove the quicker 
bowlers vigorously and swept Dosbi 
repeatedly to the boundary. He was 
also aided by some short bowling by 
our bowlers. Shivlal, brought on, 
also failed to check the runs and the 
score started mounting. Botham 
looked better and better as he went 
along and Taylor looked solid. Even 
though over 50 overs were bowled 
the ball still cut off the wicket and 
moved in the air. Botham complet¬ 
ed his century with a powerful 
square drive off Ghavri that rodketed 
into the fence not giving deep third- 
man a chance to move. Ghavri got 
his revenge as he trapped Botham a 
short while before the close. With 
the score reading 229 for six and the 
new ball due first thing in the morn¬ 
ing, we had hopes of curtailing the 
England lead to about 10 or 20 runs. 

It was Ghavri who struck first 
thing in the morning when he induc¬ 
ed Emburey to book and offer a 
catch to Binny at deep fine leg. It 
was yet another wicket to good 
thinking by Ghavri, seeing Emburey 
was prone to move forward before 
the bail was bowled. 

The fact that we were mentally 
jaded was never better illustrated 
than when we failed to appeal when 
Lever hit his own wicket while get¬ 
ting off for a run. 1 ever didn’t even 
take the run as he was sure that 
there would be an appeal But no¬ 
body had seen what bad happened 
and though one saw the fallen bail 
nobody just bad the mental alertness 
to appeal, Poor Kapil. He missed 
out another widiet. 

Froh) there we just went to pieces 
as the morale seemed to sag and the 
fight went out of us. Tiwlor was 
trapped by a ball that kept low from 
Kapil and Lever was bowled by 
Doshl Stevenson hit lustily and 
even hit Ooshi over long-on for a 
six. Ghavri finished off the innings 
when he bowled Underwood behind 
his legs to end up with five wickets. 
It was a Miformance which was 
deserved because all through the 
earlier matches he had bowled with¬ 
out luck, having catches dropped, 
catches not carrying and beating the 
bat. 

HAD TWO OVERS TO PLAY 
before lunch and in that we 
lost Binny trapped leg-before by 
Botham for a duck. I feel Binny is 
not cut out to be an opener at the 
Test level His utility to the side 
lies in his batting in the' middle or¬ 
der where he wiU produce the runs 
far more easily than if he is presist- 
ed with as an opener. 

Vengsgrkar perished to Lever 
playing aaoss the line. Vish got off 
the mark with a boundary and com¬ 
pleted his 5000 runs in Test crideet. 
With that off his mind, one hoped 
Vish would play a long innings, out 
that was not to be as he flashed at 
one outside the off-stump and was 
caught by Taylor. Botham got Patll 
leg-before off the next delivery and 


we were in trouble. Yashpal and I 
had barely managed to wipe oil the 
arrears when 1 fell, chasing an out- 
swinger to give Taylor a catch. It 
was a poor stroke. 

Kiri followed when he gloved a 
delivery from Botham to third slip 
and though Yashpal and Kapil added 
runs it was a lost cause. Yashpal 
made 27 and fell to Botham, again 
his back-foot in front of the wicket. 
Ghavri was superbly caught by 
Brearley and Kapil was left to fight 
a lone battle. He found an ally in 
Shivlal and with their bold stroke- 
play, they brought a little cheer in 
the Indian dressing-room. The way 
they had played, particularly Kapil, 
we were hoping that we would get 
England at lea.st ISO runs to make. 

I AN BOTHAM’S FIRST DELIVERY 
of the day cut short any hopes 
we had of setting England a decent 
target to get as it had Shivlal edging 
to Taylor. Lever ended our innings 
by having Doshi hopping up a catch 
back to him. We had added only one 
to our overnight total I^pil was left 
unbeaten with 45, a valiant innings. 

England’s openers Boycott and 
Gooch took no chances though Kapil 
and Karsan bowled really well in 
the first 10 overs. In one over Karsan 
beat Boycott by a whisker, had him 
hurryingly jabbing at the next one 
and then edging the next delivery a 
good two yards in front of me at 
second slip which went through my 
fingers to be picked up by deep third 
mdn. While it was understaudablc 
for the crowd to think of it as a catch 
because they are quite far 
away from the centre of play, it was 
disappointing to read in the papers 
the next day that I bad spilled an 
easy catch. What is the point of hav¬ 
ing covered 100 Test matches if one 
can’t judge from experience when a 
catch is a catch and when the ball 
does not quite carry to the fielder. I 
think one should only contribute 
poetry and leave cricket reporting to 
those who would at least be able to 
Judge a chance, a half-chance and no 
chance at all. 

I know that such reporting can 
make a dent in a younger player’s 
confidence, particularly if the young 
man is an average fielder. The next 
time a similar thing happens the 
youngster is not even going to try 
and convert a half chance into a 
chance for fear of being reported for 
dropping a catch and consequently 
his side will suffer. 

Boycott himself showed surprise at 
the reaction of the crowd but never¬ 
theless carrid on and with Gooch 
went through with the target of mak¬ 
ing England victorious by 10 wickets. 
Thus ended 13 consecutive Test 
matdies with India spoiling its re¬ 
cord only at the last Test. It was 
wonderffil being part of the Golden 
Jubilee celebrations of the Board and 
here’s a sincere wish that the next 
SO years be even better for Indian 
cricket 









rd^y LBWIS trmis 
down mM/tpry /mn« to 
recount SO yoarc of 
tndian Test crickot 

ALL TUHNLO UP TO THE 
fV 50th birthday party ot the 
Indian Cricket Board Conf™'- 
.shunninK. on the way to Wankt^c 
Stadium, offers to sell “eclipse 
eliisscs." suaranteed to "prevent 
vour retina Iroiii failinK out on 
yesterday’s amazing, son-gtazing 
lOst-day. 

1 was travelling with the former 
Indian Test cricketer, Abbas All 
Bdig, who was hurrying to make 
the parade of old cricketers l»tore 
the start. He was forced to bnjsh 
aside the vendor with the wor^: 
Tx)ok, dear chap, my retina has 
fallen out so often while dt tne 
crease, it is far \i)o late to worry 
now.” 

And so India’s old heroes 
formed a large circle in front ot 
the stands, balloons floated sky¬ 
wards, the Indian and British 
National Anthems were sung 
twice —well, India is India. MU, 
pie.sident, Billy Griffith, stood with 
the British High Commissioner, 
alongside the Indian Board’s pre¬ 
sident. on a raised platforni. 
Minutes later, just to prove to the 
England team that India never 
changes in some respects. John 
Uver had what looked like a 
plumb Ibw turned down. 

Those who can rememwr Wat 
far back, will recall Aftbur Gilli- 
gan, who led MCCs first 
here in 1926-27, urging the Indigo 
to form a conitrolhng •^3^ . 
more thaa anywie. would .tow 
been aware of the Indian aptitude 
for cricket; the British legacy- 

His Sussex County. had been 
speUbopnd once upon a tune W 
the great Ba^tsinhJI -and 
soon* to^faU Ifi^JWe,. brevet 
pingnadtly and .hriefisr, with tjto 
wrtsty wojjWnton ^ 
DuleepsinhB, These two pwed 
fSr loffi in the daya i^en 
there Ihjrepre^t 

; The ’****^,;i^ liSL 

" -and ’ '"WaW,'' wrianwad ^ mn*h, 

: - t"?n* the Nawab 

tiiiM f^^fr 

'.gssr»^ 






that lAditf 
irkjket, 

(« K, Nayvdu.was the Wpt^ 
.iiHl PuLiudi jobwd sptetidid cridte 
ters likc,Wa»r Nasfir 
KiiigU. Jahangtr Ipiart, Amw piW, 
and Mahomed Nl«ar lit 
England hard oyw thri» 
fore ,cD]U8paiag. iro toap 
runs. ^ The wscortf haw 
one hlalorlc note: Engwtw— 

.-^W- b:. Bowes. India didaiitts>rAnL. 

England cricketers .tjjba'fcaW 
played in India will recall It with 
a smile: not that |t b» ever l»en 
ca.sy to perform with skill aiw» 
consistency in' extreme beat «», 
front of a criAet-craw crotad; 
When the Teste Ore oili Ote 
nation stops. 

The transistor r^io haa, of 
enurse. compounded A 

fair example occurred oiUy la.,t 
week when I was amoiig the horse 
racing crowds watching the pdfan 
Derby in Bombay. Seconds before 
the race. I worked my way down 
to the finishing post, which was 
also the start. 

Jockeys settled their horses bfr 
fore taking them around to the 
back of the stalls. Suddenly there 
was a surge of agitation among 
♦he spectators, horses became agi¬ 
tate too. One or two reared up 
and the jockeys strained their 
arm muscles, glaring with annoy¬ 
ance at the crowd. 

“What happened?” I asked ^ 
friend. He turned and askM 
.someone else, and came bock. 
‘‘Disturbance was for appeu for 
ibw in Calcutta. It was badly 
turned down.” 

Whereas in the •'fliiitles Enjdairf 
players will remember tiger shoots 
and palaces of the Maharajas 
those ^ the PiftlBB alwam Ulk 
about tpvel. wfaidi was axduslve 
ly by thiin, 

Donald Cwr, -^p 
Howard’s vioMap^ 
remembers he and the 
the amateurs-^ete^g; 
overnight trips 

compartments « *** wylg 

plsS$^ to see the 
clambering out ftyn 
carriages wWi . \ baited 

windows, • . 

l^huers covered IP 
cuiping the cmintiy ana 
erkkendg lot, they wwe. 
like Dick Spooner, 

Tom Gravepey, rraiw 
Brian Statham apd, more. 

TalM nh ffWff * ' of ttto ppdatp 

h^'SS’rSlSS’li 


V • V* '0 V.’' 

tlip=-|iipft. Wp¥ «■ 

^ Bpiieal is heaved eoi of Sipnp^ 
iungs and a dusty mouth. But the 
inscrutable Indian umpire is, Ipr 
now, looking at the ground mutter- 
hig.i .'Tni tetfihly aonry, but that 

Seh, anoHier couple rt 

asked ma it 
do you 
«WaU,” he 
’VtsbcMTi' Pa the bowler 

ermas «» atih *l|* 

eight acieen J^tfeto Inf® fimnes. 



Y^iliCUTfA, MORE THAN 

;V IS« ***lA?«^®* S 


prohably the 
catod tidteU- 
rupce to sit 


outsit have dupll- 
It also they pay a^ 

. Jn tile ground and. 
tofiow the pime’a nriwreas on a 
Idackhoard, manned by a g«^'e* 
mAU who nolito a transls^ radio 
to Ms ear. “Fletcher ct Engineer 
b l^asanna.” 

I saw a blackboard In adion Isrt 
week during the Paklstan-lnma 
Test. This time it was in the 
splendour of one of fbe world s 
finest hotels, the Moogal Sheraton 
at Agra. Part of the hotel service 
was providing the latest Test 
srnres. 

One or two days later, England 
players Graham Gooch and David 
Baimtow arrived there for a iTOk 
at the Taj Mahal at A«a. Seeing 
them relax at the poolside, aaom- 
panied by their wives, forced me 
into one or two comparisons hei- 
wchn timir lot and mine some 
eight years ago. 

So times have changed, ^ wjw 
would be surprised at that? In¬ 
dian crideeters. like those around 
the world, have enjoyed g aurge of 
status and of Income since the 
advmit of Kerry Packer, 

Two years ago an 
player eaitied a foe <" 

£500; 4,000 rupees of that deposit¬ 
ed by the Board of Con^l Into a 
provident fund tar eadi players 
retirement 

However, tto 

ii pot the only one. Tm 
I pdiiim Board of Ctmtnd^dinli^ 
tfs natipowide competitiona and 
spreihtolts idannlng and tae pdaa v- 
rldA throughout universities 

mid aSmida. , 

■ ibi every ww It ^ C^a ■<* 

hS a touirfamily party to make 
up the nmnlr'rv 


17 


Double-wicket tourney 

Botham- 

Gooch 

Rs.15,000 

richer 


E FfRST DOUBLE WICKET 
tournament held in Bombay fail¬ 
ed to reach the di/zy heights of ex¬ 
citement that one expected simply 
because the participailts never took 
the tuuiney seriously. A mammoth 
ciowd of 40,000 .spcrtators sat mute¬ 
ly, waiting for things to happen. 
Such a crowd would normally be ex¬ 
pected tor a Test, but the return for 
their mvestmenl was just mediocre 
fare 

Most of the local cricketers weren’t 
geared for this type of cricket, while 
a few weie iinsuited to it. And it! 
Ian Botham - and (iraham Oooch won 
the first prize of Its 15,000 it was not 




18 Graham Gooch hooks. The Gooch-Botham pohr won the tournament 


because they tried harder, but be¬ 
cause they made the most of the 
situation. The four Bombay cricket¬ 
ers who participated in the tourna¬ 
ment sponsored by Murphy, had arriv¬ 
ed a few hours before the com¬ 
mencement of the tournament, from 
Bulsar where they had gone to play 
the three^iay Ranji trophy match. 
They were, quite understandably, 
tired. 

Rut one recognition that was gam¬ 
ed that day was the fielding prowess 
of the brothers Zultiqar and Ghulaiii 
Parkar. Zulfi’s work behind the sticks 
was immaculate.' Nothing seemed to 
get past him. Equally outstanding 
was Ghulam’s work in the outfield. If 
anyone enhanced Bombay’s reputa¬ 
tion, it was the Parkar brothers. 

Botham and Gooch started the 
proceedings by plundering runs from 
every bowler at will. That is till 
Kapil came on. The Haryana all 
rounder’s first five deliveries to 
Gooch did not yield a single run. On 
the sixth, Gooch played a desperate 
shot only to be caught by Ghavri. 
Botham and Gooch managed to get 
84 run.v—actually it was W, but be- 
cau.se of Gooch’s dismissal, 10 runs 
were deducted—from the quota of 10 
overs that they faced. Gooch hit 10 
boundaries, while Botham chipped in 
with three boundaries and two sixe.s. 
An unusually high number of hits to 
the fence, considering that most <>f 
the fielders were positioned in the 
deep. 

The only pairs capable of chasing 
this total were Gavaskar-Ghavri and 
Kapil-Sandeep Patil. The other three 
pairs, namely Derek Randall and 
lohn Lever, VLshwanath and Yograj, 
and Graham Stevenson and David 
Bairstow, didn’t have the potential 
to .score that many runs. 

The Gavaskar-Ghavri combination 
never got into its rhythm. Ghavri, 
who has a reputation of being a big 
hitter, was rather subdued in his 
tenure at the wicket. ’They managed 
to make 60 but, with Ghavri being 
dismissed twice and Gavaskar once, 
their final aggregate was 30. 

Kapil and Sandeep have been 
known to be lusty hitters. Kapil 
threw caution to the winds ^ he 
unleashed strokes from his willow. 
In the process he was dismissed 
thrice and paid the penalty as thirty 
runs were deducted from their total. 
Kapil hit one sixer off Gavaskar that 
went clattering over the roof of the 
stadium and landed outside—easily 
the best shot of the day. In this 
kind of cricket, it is important to 
score runs but what is more impor¬ 
tant is not to get out. Also, Sandeep 
had very little of the strike as com¬ 
pared'to Kapil and consequently the 
former was not able to show the 
imagination and depth of his strokc.s. 
■liiis pair made 66 and finished 
runners-up. For their pants, they 
collected Rs 10.000. Not a bad, haul 
for a day of cricket tamasha, is it? 

HARESH MUNWANI 
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Jubilee 

tamasha 

P R THOSE WHO HAD SEEN 
the temperamental Pakistanis, 
the business-hke English came as a 
leasant change. And this was 
rought out in the third ball of the 
Test when John Lever brought one 
back that hit Gavaskar on the front 
leg and must have been missing the 
wickets by the proverbial cat’s whis¬ 
kers. Lever, Brearlcy, Botham, Gooch 
(alt slips) let out the mightiest 
“hawosut” but when umpire J. D. 
Ghosh didn’t lift his finger, there was 
aboslutey no reaction from the dis¬ 
appointed Lever and others. He did 
not fling the ball on the ground, he 
didn't go running to his captain, he 
did not snatch his cap from the um¬ 
pire at the end of the over and be 
did not kick the stumps. Just turned 
around and went back to the top of 
his 24-paces run-up. The decision was 
so close that AiR expert commenta¬ 
tor Raj Singh Oungarpur ventured 
to suggest that Gavaskar’s swash¬ 
buckling innings was probably caus¬ 
ed by the batsman’s feeling that he 
had been giving too much of the 
benefit of the doubt. 

The general air of efiBciency of the 
English was also a welcome contrast. 
Bowlers were quick to walk to their 
run-up end and fielders were quick 
to change over. The result was, in 
India’s farst innings, England manag¬ 
ed to average 14 overs an hour even 
though only one spinner (Under¬ 
wood) bowled SIX overs out of 68 in 
the innings. 


D IUP VENGSARKAR, HOWEVER, 
showed he hadn’t got over the 
hangover of the Pakistanis’ tour. 
When he was wrapped on the pad 
and a loud appeal followed, he, a la 
Javed Miandad, set oS for a leg-bye 
before the umpire could indicate his 
decision. 

THE FIREWORKS FANTASY AT 
the Braboume Stadium, headquar¬ 
ter of the SO-year-old Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India, on the eve 
■of the Jubilee Test match heralded 
the golden jubilee celebration of the 
board. The fireworks preapared and 
executed by the traditional ‘Shorgars’ 
(fireworks specialists) of Jaipur at a 
cost of Rs 75,000 was more or less a 
costly flop. Except for a few novel 
items, where names of past and pre¬ 
sent Indian skippers were done in 
fireworks and crests of various 
boards and M. C. C. flashed and 
glittered, there was nothing to dazzle 
the eyes of the 25,000-strong who 
turned up to see the show after pay¬ 
ing at the turnstiles. 

The Jaipur ‘Shorgars’ have a 150- 
year old tradition behind them. They 
have even successfully performed in 
the United States, having illuminated 
the Washington sky during the 200th 
anniversary of the American Inde¬ 
pendence. About a dozen Shorgars 
which inoludes their wives and child¬ 
ren came to Bombay just a week be¬ 
fore the celberation after winning 
the contract from the board. 

According to Mr. Nur Mohanmed 
the leader of the contingent, he had 
bright ideas to do the show in a 
grand way but lack of time at their 
disposal and also paucity of good 
quality raw material at Bombay han¬ 
dicapped him. 


The show itesrif lacked rhythm 
and planning and there were very 
few Items which depicted the colour¬ 
ful fantasy. The show was conducted 
by energetic K. L. Saini of Jaipur, 
but he found it difficult to coordina¬ 
te the show whidi was haphazard. 
’There was no coasmentary of the show 
and the gap of time between the ex¬ 
ecution of one item and the starting 
of another was too big. No public add¬ 
ress system was deployed at the sta¬ 
dium to explain to the large crowd 
the contents of the show. 

A well-known fornner official of 
the board suggested that instead of 
the fireworks the board should have 
spent a little more money and pro¬ 
duced a “son-eMumiere’, the sound 
and light effect shown at historical 
places, like Red Fort at Delhi, this 
sound and light effect describing the 
half century of Indian cricket should 
have been shown to the cricket lov¬ 
ing public at all Test centres and 
cricket wi.se important cities. 

UMPIRE HANUMANTHA RAO 
will most certainly not look back 
to the Jubilee Test with pleas¬ 
ant memories. Rao, who started 
his career as a Test umpire 
in the aeries against Kallicharran's 
side and was supervising his 
.sixth Test, was the centre of two of 
the most unique incidents. First, 
there was the Taylor incident when 
only after repeated urging from 
Vishwanath did Hanumantha Rao 
take back his decision. Only a little 
less remarkable was the Boycott in¬ 
cident in England’s second innings 
when Rao took back his own deci¬ 
sion giving him out. Kapil had bowl¬ 
ed a ball that pitched on the middle 
stump and seamed away, bitting the 
edge of Boycott’s pad as the bats¬ 
man attempted to flick it to 
the leg. Kapil and Shivlal Yadav, 
fielding at short square-leg, were the 
only ones who appealed—more as a 
reflex than in real hope. Rao prompt¬ 
ly raised his finger. Boycott, suns 
perhaps that he hadn’t touched the 
ball, didn’t even look at the umpire. 
When Kapil saw that Boycott hadn’t 
stirred, he turned to look at the 
umpire but, by then, Rao had chang¬ 
ed his mind and indicated to the.bow¬ 
ler that the ball had, in fact, touch¬ 
ed the pads. “Most extraordinary”, 
was Brearlcy’s comment on the um¬ 
piring. Yes, to put it mildly. 

THE BOARD OF CONTROL FOR 
Cricket in Inoiq celebrated its Goluen 
Jubilee in a big way. It invited all the 
past Test players, umpires ana some 
journahsts and commeniators to Bom¬ 
bay for the T^st maicn oetwven iuaia 
and Eugiand. 

The big event was the ceremony 
before the maten. it was like a trip 
down memory lane as you saw 
Mushtaq An alongside Saiideep 
Patii, the ever-youintui Prot. Deo- 
dhar giving a lew tips to Rogci 
Binny. Alec Bedser and Ken Bar¬ 
rington, who had played against 
India in the years gone by, were also 
present 


Lall Singh (left) and Naoomal ivho were m the Indian team in 1932 





When two ages meet—Sunil Gavaskar taking autograph from Prof. Deodhar 


114 of the 149 players who donned 
colours for India stood in a line. Ali 
those who had led india stood in the 
front. In a short and sweet speech, 
the Board president, Mr Chinna- 
swamy, thanked the people for be¬ 
stowing their patronage on the 
game. 

For people in the stands, the event 
became an occasion for testing their 
memories. They tried to recollect 
the names and faces of many a yes¬ 
ter-year hero who had fought for 
India. In some cases, the exercise 
became quite a task because some 
players had changed drastically in 
their physical appearances. Age had 
taken its tolL 

All the Test players were intro¬ 
duced to the spectators and the 
loudest cheers were reserved for 
Mushtaq Ali, Ajit Wadekar and, ot 
course, Sunil Gavaskar. And, as all 
the players stood out there, guess 
who was the eager autograph-hunter 
who went around taking everyone’s 
signature and was yet not stopped 
by the police? None other than the 
mighty Gavaskar. 

But for all the pomp and pagean¬ 
try, the crowds Just didn't come to 
the Test match between India and 
England. For the first time in the 
history of Bombay, Ihe daily atten¬ 
dances were under 15,000. Why, even 
Kallicharran’s second-rate West 
Indians had attracted bigger crowds. 


Tickets were going abegging. In fac^. 
so bad were the sales of the season 
tickets that BCA had, for the first 
time, to put out daily tickets. 


Why did the crowds keep away ? 
For one, most people regarded it as 
a fiesta Test, They didn't think it 
was serious staff and so didn’t want 
to pay heavy amounts for a ticket 
The board erred in not saying in its 
advertisement that it was an official 
Test. Another reason was that this was 
the third Test being held in Bombay 
in the past four months and as such, 
people were having trouble getting 
leave from their offices as well as it 
being a financol burden A Duleep 
Trophy final attracted better crowds. 

ANOTHER SURPRISING THING 
was the absence of tight security at 
the hotel where the players were 
staying. The Engl.sh players walked 
around freely, without being mobbed. 
And il you called up the players you 
were immediately put through unlike 
previous times ^en your telephone 
calls were strictly screened. 


But ii there was one thing that 
bugged the Englishmen it was the 
number of people, in most cases 
officials, who wanted to take auto¬ 
graphs. How were so many people 
invading the sanctum of their dress 
ing room? Derek Underwood remark¬ 
ed rather irritatingly : "Hiere seems 


to be a national drive to get us to 
sign”. 

THE CROWDS AT WANKHEDE 
continued to behave badly. They 
shout obscenRies at players. If a 
batsman returns to the pavilion after 
scoring some runs he gets an appla¬ 
use while if be got a Tow sewe he 
was booed. And during this Test 
Visbwanath was the main target. Was 
it because he had spoken to the 
umpire to call back Bob Taylor after 
he had been declared out in the 
England first innings? Even Sunil 
Gavaskar wasn’t spar^ and mind you 
Sun,l was concentrating very hard in 
the second innings when he was dis¬ 
missed for 24 by Botham. Sunil was 
visibly upset by the hostile reception 
he received from the crowd in the 
pavilion. Have we forgotten all the 
things that Gavaskar and Visbwanath 
have done for Indian cricket? Are 
we so merciless in our assessment 
that we expect all our players to get 
100 runs in every innings? Is it too 
much to ask that cricketers be treat¬ 
ed as human, where catches dropped 
or ducks scored are furthCi evidence 
of human fallibility? One wonders 
Gavaskar wants to do nothing for the 
crowds when he wins a Test. He.re¬ 
fuses to mingle or go out of bis way 
to please crowds. 

AJAY KUMAR with PRAKASH 
BHANDARI and HARESH 
MUNWANI 






Group photographs of Indian Test players 


Cricketers and officials — past and present—parade at the Wankhade Stadium 
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The JubUlee Test was marked by fireworks 


Pix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 
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AUSSIES iN BOMBAY 

Lillee: Tm 

getting 

old 

HARESH MUNWANI 

T he (IREG CHAPPELL-LED AUS 
■iral.dn cricket team to tour Pakis¬ 
tan passed through Bombay on its 
way to Karachi. The Qantss Airline 
flight carr>ing them touched down in 
Bombay at 6-15 a ni. on February 18. 
20 minutes behind schedule. 

Among those who came dawn the 
ramp were such well-known celebri¬ 
ties of the cricketing world as Greg 
Chappell, Dennis Lillee and Rodney 
Marsh. These three have achieved 
so much fame but strangely enough 
have never been seen in India though 
they have been playing international 
cricket for nearly a decade. 

The Aussies looked in fine spirits 
which was a welcome relief because 
10 days ago I met Brearley’s men 
who came by th® same flight and 
they certainly looked exhausted. 
Marsh jokingly qu.pped “that’s be¬ 
cause the Poms must not have re¬ 
covered from the battering they re- 
ci'ivc.'d down under”. 

As they alighted from the aira'aft 
the last man was Greg Chappell, the 
skipper. Greg looked rather dignified 


and wise in his luxuriant beard. It 
seepis to be the in-tbing for a captain 
to have a beard these days judging 
by the example of Mike Brearley 
and Greg. Our own Vishwanath had 
one not long ago. 

Then amongst the crowd were such 
known faces as Kim Hughes, Allan 
Border, Graham Yallop, Geoff Dyraock 
and Geoff Lawson, who bad toured 
India three months ago. 

Talking about the success he had 
on Indian wickets and his subsequent 
elevation as Lillee's new-ball partner, 
Dymock said: "I cannot tell you how 
much the experience of Indian con¬ 
ditions IS responsible for my evolu¬ 
tion as a bowler. The success 1 
had has given me confidence and 
it’s because of this new-found con¬ 
fidence that 1 did so well at home. 

I have realised that I do have the 
poteniial.. 1 nave been able to bowl 
well oecause i was nd.ng the wave 
of success. But more tnan anytmng 
else I nave developed the art of 
varying my bowiing. Till 1 came to 
India every delivery 1 bowled was 
practically the same. But now I am 
ab.e to mix the stuff that was a big 
lesson for me. " 

Kim Hughes, on the eve of his 
departure, uao predicted tnat inoia 
.would not be able to beat rakistan, 
wuiie commenting on tne ouicome o£ 
the series, but as tnings turned out 
India Won 2-u and cumior>.abiy. How 
did ne iecit Hugnes replied; 'There 
were two things 1 nad said. One, a 
lot would depend on how Indian 
batsmen fared and obviously they 
were ab.e to overcome tne Pakistan 


bowling, beoondly, 1 had maintained 
tnat a lot wouid depend on xmran 
Knan. He was not hundred per cent 
ht. He missed virtually two games”. 

Hughes had been a prolific scorer 
in inuia. Did this help him? “Un* 
doubtediy yes ’, replied Kun-‘‘Well, 
for me 1 got the experience of play¬ 
ing in more Test matches. Secondly 
its good to bat on all kinds of 
wickets.” 

David Hookes and Rod Marsh are 
the guys with a great sens® of 
humour. They often said or did 
things that kept their team-mates 
smumg and helped to relievo the 
tensions of travel. 

And that txrings us to Dennis 
Lillee. A fantastic bowler by any 
standard, Liiiee has occasionally in¬ 
jected the game with controversy as 
well as his nfts with the establish¬ 
ment. The necessary attributes of a 
fast bowier accoraing to Liliee are 
“co-oromation, htness^ strength, en¬ 
durance and a big heart”. 

Dennis has had some real bad in¬ 
juries but has bounced back into the 
game with great determinat.on. 
Liliee explained; “Actually K was 
this severe back injury that I had 
that keeps recurring every now and 
then.” 

Spelling out the success formula 
Liliee said: “You should succeed in 
whatever you do in life only if you 
have the determinatimi.” 

“1 have got to a stage where I 
realise I can't always bowl express 
and that’s why 1 have started bowl¬ 
ing cutters and fastisb leg-breaks. I 
feel the time has come for me to 
slow down. I am growing old you 
know. That's why 1 am relying on 
accuracy.” 

, What about bis famous innovation 
c —the aluminium bat? Lillee re- 
g plied; “This bat is designed to help 
^ schoolboys. It is not meant for 
» Test pliiyers. That bat is made of 
I extruded pieces worked down to 
3 shape. But now it is banned. When 
1 played with it in the Test 1 don’t 
think the ball was damaged. 1 ex¬ 
amined the ball and K had not lost 
its shape. I can swear in Mack and 
blue that Brearley used it as an 
excuse.” 

The Aussie-s walked off to have 
breakfast as team manager Fred 
Bennett went around asking the 
boys if they would like to sep the 
Jub.lee Test. Surprisingly Greg 
Chappell Vlas the oi^ one who 
didn’t want to go. Ine amused 
skipper said: "We have had a long 
fiight and these boys don’t want to 
sleep. They play so much cricket 
and yet what do they do the moment 
they are free — they go and watch 
cridket. They are a craxy lot” 

But when Greg realised he was 
the only one not going, even be 
went along. 





Greg 
Chappell: 
I'm 

relatively 
successful 

G reg chappell is a man of 

few words. As a skipper he has 
the respect of all his team-mates be¬ 
cause he leads by personal example. 
As a batsman be is rated second in 
the world, next only to Viv Richards. 
And as Gree walked down from the 
aircraft in Bombay where his team 
was switching flights to Karachi, he 
was a picture of confidence hut at the 
same time, modesty. 

The tall and athlete-looking Greg, 
wearing the Australian colours, plays 
the role of friend, philosopher and 
guide to his team-mates. When asked 
for an interview. Greg, agreed right 
away. Not for him those excuses of 
‘not now, later’. His gentle nature 
and courteous manner would endear 
him to anyone. 

“I grew up in a family where cric¬ 
ket was very popular. Atoost from 
the time I learnt to walk, 1 began 
playing cricket. I got a lot of encou¬ 
ragement to play the game, I played 
for South Australia in the Sheffield 
Shield but in 1973 switched to 
Queensland. I did this for two rea¬ 
sons. My elder brother Ian wds cap¬ 
taining SA so there was no chance 


of my leading the side. So when 
Queensland offered the captain’s job 
to me, I jumped. I wanted to see if 
I had the ability to lead a side. Be¬ 
sides, I thought it would be a good 
experience. Of course, I was getting 
good terms too. Earlier, in ISw and 
1969, I played for Somerset in Eng¬ 
lish County cricket. These two years 
mentally equipped me to play inter¬ 
national cricket As a result when I 
made my Test debut in 1970 I was 
not over-awed by the occasion. I 
was not nervous. I learnt to play un¬ 
der pressure and generally improved 
my technique”. 

Greg continued : “But then I got 
to a stage where I felt those two 
years were enough of County cric¬ 
ket for me. I didn't want to get to a 
stage where I would be physically 
and mentally affected by my desire 
to play and consequently decided to 
confine myself to Australia.” 

Though he has been playing Test 
cricket for 10 years, he has never 
played against India both at home 
and here. How did he feel about this? 
Greg revealed : “I was disappoint¬ 
ed when I was not selected for the 
1969 tour to India. In some ways I 
am very keen to play here because 
of the game’s popularity among the 
people. Also, you have a strong side. 
It would be nice. But at the same 
time I would like to have short tours 
of places like India and Pakistan. 
Long tours generally seem to affect 
us, health-wise.” 

What about Kerry Packer? Was 
his World Series successful ? Greg 
ran bis fingers through his beard and 
replied : “From the very beginning, 
I knew it would be unsuccessful But 
it was something that had to be tried. 
There had to be a new challenge in 
the future. The game was getting 
stale. That’s why I gave it a go.” 



“As for the results, it was a succ¬ 
ess in its entity, being a triumph of 
cricket in general Night cricket was 
established. Most important, a bneak- 
tbrough was made in establishment 
cricket. It was good to know that 
there would be an alternative spon¬ 
sor. Because (ff World Series cri¬ 
cketers, both Padcerites and non- 
Padcerites, seemed to have bene¬ 
fited.” 

How did the players and crowds 
react to night cricket? Greg said \ 
“It is a terrific spectacle. Playing un¬ 
der lights made ft possible for famili¬ 
es to go to the game. Of course, it 
by and Isrge affects cricketers’ vision 
by about 10 per cent. But it’s an ex¬ 
periment and constantly, innovations 
are being tried out. ( think night 
cricket has a future in Australia.” 

Brearley had complained that too 
many one-day games didn’t allow his 
key players to get into their rhythm. 
Greg agreed. But added. “When India 
and New Zealand will conss to Aus¬ 
tralia, there would be some four-day 
games and lesser number of one-day 
games.” 

How does be rate Dennis Lillee ? 
“He is the greatest—make no mis¬ 
take of that. He has a natural abili¬ 
ty. But more than anything. Lillee 
can adapt himself to any situation. 
He’ll get wickets on any strip. And 
now he has shortened his run-up and 
has developed his cutters. In the 
Test at Melbourne, under un¬ 
helpful conditions, l.illee bowled 
magnificently”, Greg answered. 

How does heo’mw his own batting? 
The six-foot-one-inch Greg heaved a 
sigh and said : "Let me see now. I 
am' conscious about my batting. 1 
know I am a senior player so the 
lads look up to me. I am relatively 
successful 1 just hope I can continue 
doing the job—as a batsman I am 
steady and like to build my innings. 
I like to play big knocks. And I 
tbink that’s where I differ from Vivi¬ 
an Richards. Viv is a tremendous 
bat but doesn’t dig in. Against us, he 
got one hundred, one 90 and two 70’s 
whereas actually he was in a position 
to score three centuries. Viv, I am 
sure, was disappointed because it 
was all there for him to take. But 
Viv is learning and is maturing. I 
will never forget his 74 at Adelaide 
on a fast wicket which gave the Win- 
dies the initiative.” 

“We lost to West Indies but I 
thing it’s no disgrace losing to a 
better side. As for England, they 
weren’t good enough. Their batting 
has been brittle in recent years. As 
for my boys, I think we have to im¬ 
prove our fielding. The application is 
not there. We’ll have to do well in 
one-day games. I think what we need 
is to practise winning.” 

Greg had said in an article that he 
wrote that Brearley wouldn’t make 
it to his World Xl because he feels 
a captain should earn his place in 
the side first. Any comment 7 Greg 
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answered : “In England they chose 
the captain first. Brearle^ was a fine 
skipper but he won’t fina a place in 
my team.” 

As long as Brearley was winning 
the Test matches everyone said he’s 
delivering the goods, so retain him 
in the team even though Brearley 
ds a player would not find place in the 
Test team. But the moment he stait- 
ed losing there was a strong lobby 
that called for his removal. Brearley’s 
famous words “When the team wins 
the captain gets overpraised and when 
the side loses the skipper gets ovei 
blamed” couldn’t be more apt in that 
context. How does Chappell teel? 
“Brearley’s winning record was 
against mediocre teams. But 1 
do agree with what he has 
said when you lose pcoph* 
are looking for a target. So they start 
from the top working their wav 
downwards and thus the captain 
becomes the first target for criticism. 
After all the captain alone 
does not make the team. There are 
ten others. Sometimes you lose even 
though you have tried your best. The 
opposition may be simply better. Con¬ 
ditions may be against you. What 
then?” Chappell asked. 

'pHE ROLE OF THE UMPIRE 
* came in for a lot ot criticism 
in the recent Australian season. 
While some talked of neutral um¬ 
pires as the solution, others talked 
of three umpires in a Test with each 
umpire resting in one session. We 
had the ironic and unique situation 
when Clive Lloyd criticised the um¬ 
pires after winning a Test. Greg 
clarified : “All this talk of three um¬ 
pires or for that matter neutral um¬ 
pires was from the Press only. No offi¬ 
cial made these suggestions. I don’t 
think this is going to work. Although 
we may have had one or two umpires 
who were incompetent. The others 
are O.K. I am in favour of picking 
eight umpires and concentrating on 
them. This way we’ll get consistency. 
Also the players and the Press are 
imposing great pressures on the 
umpires.” 

"Although, I am not in favour of 
neutral umpiring, it could be experi¬ 
mented with fur one it will act as an 
incentive to spur every umpire to be 
the best in his country because only 
then will he be able to go to officiate 
in other countries. Besides, exchange 
of visits will give them opportunities 
to discuss the game and will provide 
for common interpretations of the 
cricket laws. Most of the umpires are 
no cricketers, except in England, and, 
therefore, fear from giving a wrong 
decision as it might invite criticism. 
Because of this the umpires, therefore, 
tend to give the benefit of the doubt 
to the batsman. Now, if you have play¬ 
ed cricket and are an umpire, you are 
experinced and you know that every 
time a batsman plays forward, he 
doesn’t guarantee that he should not 
be leg before. Besides, it an umpire 
has played cricket, the players tend 
to respect him more. A project like 



this would be teasible and would im- anything can happen. No Test side 
prove the standard of umpiring.” can be taken for granted. Pakistan 

may have lost to India. We beat 
In a team like the West Indies England. That is no way to judge, 
there are four or five top class fast You have to judge every series by it- 
bowlers. What kind of an advantage self. Every Test team has the poten- 
is it for the fielding captain ? Greeq" tial to be winners. Take New Zea- 
shot back, “Well you can always put land. They beat Wfcst Indies, the world 
the pressure on the batsman. There is champs. Maybe West Indies wouldn’t 
no let-up if you have that class of fast lose the series to the Kiwis but they 


bowlers operating all the time. The 
basman has to concentrate intensely 
all the time. It’s a great advantage, 
undoubtedly.” 

Till now, it was England who was 
recalling its old players like Compton. 
Cowdrey and Brian Close. But now 
Australia is doing it. Four of her 
players in the last series were around 
35 years of age. In the past, Australia 
was always known to pick unknown 
young players with the potential. 
Greg explained ; “Yes but these fel¬ 
lows who are 35 have performances 
to back them. If the best man for 
the job is 35 and not 25, why .should 
he be dropped?” 


What are the ^prospects lof his 
team against Pakistan? “These days 



Rfxiney Marsh in iubilant mood 


.still lost a Test”. 

What is his ambition as a player? 
“My brother Ian set the standards. 

If he played for South Australia, I 
wanted to do the same. If he got into 
the National team and later became 
captain that was my goal. I'm 31. I 
think I’ll play for four more years 
provided my health is good, and I am 
picked. But most important, I must 
possess the desire to play.” 

Greg Chappell is labelled the 
second best batsman in the 
world. How does he feel? The 
reply came rather modestly. 

“I haven’t given it a great deal 
of thought. But I must admit it is 
flattering. What is relevant is what 1 
score for my side and not what I am 
ranked ip the world. All 1 think 
about is my next innings. If I can 
get runs to help my side that gives 
me immense satisfaction. I am not 
the kind of fellow who will tear an 
attack like let’s say, Viv Richards. 
But because of my batting reputa¬ 
tion the opposition realises that I am 
tlie mainstay of my team and thus 
tries that much harder to get me 
out.” 

Having patienty answerod all that 
was thrown at him. Greg raised his 
78 kg frame to go and join his boys 
for breakfast. The skip means busi¬ 
ness. In a no-nonsense 'tone he told 
the boys there would be a team 
meeting immediately after breakfast. 
And they hadn’t even got to Karachi. 

HARESH MUNWANI 

27 



News: National 


ATHLETICS 

After 

Hissar, 

what? 

I F THE PERFORMANCES OF OUR 
leading athletca in the iuter-State 
meet in HUsar from February 10 to 
14, are indicative of the state of 
Indian athletics on the eve of the 
Olympics, then it seems fairly certain 
that some of the top notchers are 
likely to fall by the wayside, to make 
room for a number of very promising 
younger men and women. It may 
appear unfair to judge our stalwarts 
by just one major meet, but the fact 
remains that not ail the successfi^l 
members of the Indian teams at the 
Bangkok Asiad in 1978 or the Asian 
Invkation Meet at Tokyo last May, 
seem psychologically anyway, ready 
to face the rigours of an Olympic 
year, at the moment. 

Those who have pressed on with 
their preparation have not disapp¬ 
ointed, and should get better as &e 
season progresses. In this context, 
an encouraging phenomenon was the 
coming of age of many of last year’s 
second stringers. In the sprints for 
instance, Bombay’s Adil Sumarivala 
no longer has to play second fiddle 
to Asian Games 100 metres winner 
Gnanasekharan, and on Hissar’s loose 
clay track, managed to beat the 
latter in a near photo-finish. Sumari¬ 
vala, however, had no answer for the 
brand new sprinting prodigy Thamiz 
Harsam in the 200 metres, who lived 
up to his recently-acquired reputation 



as India’s keenest athlete by walk¬ 
ing away coolly with the 200 metres 
(21.9 secs) and the 400 metres (49.0 
secs) titles and helping his Delhi 
relay quartets to win the gold in the 
4x400 and bronze in the 4x100 metres 
finals. 

The middle distance evrats show¬ 
ed Sant Kumar appearing fiher 
and wiser for his international ex¬ 
perience last summer, and running 
comfortably enough before home 
crowds, to win the 800 and 1500 
metres. Tokyo 1500 winner Rattan 
Singh, looked somewhat jaded this 
time, but confessed that he had been 
a late starter for the 1980 season. 
Likewise, Shivnatb Singh found 
fellow-distance runners Gopal Saini 
and Lnder Singh taking the limelight 
in the respective 5000 and 10,()00 
metres, which had been his for the 
asking not so long ago. There 
should, however, be no cause for 
concern here, since it has taken him 
some time to get accustomed to a 



Sont Kumar —fitter and wiser 


civilian routine, after years of re¬ 
gimented trainuig in the army 

India's Montreal marathon man is 
not one to lose hope easily, and I for 
one, am convinced that he will be a 
tougher proposition by the time the 
summer’s open meet is round the 
corner. Both he and Moola Singh 
gave the Hissar marathon a miss, and 
left armyman Swaroop Singh to lead 
from start to finish to register a 
superb 2 hr. 20 min. victory. 

In the absence of many top not¬ 
chers, including Suresh Babu, the 
jumps were unexciting but Phool- 
rani’s reraarkabib ' 4.23 metre pole 
vaulting effort stole the show by the 
mere fact of it beating an eleven- 
year-old national mark. In both the 
high and low hurdles, there was a 
semblance of quality performance, not 
only from the respective winners 
Satbir Singh and Priyatam Singh, but 
from the other finalists. It seem-s 
that specialist coaches like fonner 
hurdling international Amritpal have 
been working away with their 
trainees in a quiet but systematic 
manner to enable them to deliver the 
goods at the right moment, perfor¬ 
mance wise. 

The throws showed Olympian 
Bahadur Singh near enough his last 
year’s effort in the shot put, extreme¬ 
ly ht-looking Raghubir Singh Bal go 
from strength to strength not only 
in the hammer throw but also in the 
discus, where his 51 metre plus needs 
to be taken note of, seriously. 

The women’s section showed the 
complete dominance of Geeta Zutshi 
in the middle distance events, and 
a goodish 100 metre win by last 
season’s quarter-miling ‘find’, Rita 
Sen in 12.1 secs, ligament trouble 
prevented her from doing the other 
sprints. The person to catch tne eye, 
however, was Kerala’s smooth strid¬ 
ing P. T. Usha, who should go places 
with more competition. There was 
disappointment in the long jump 
where another Keralite, Mercy 














Mathew, who set a national mark of 
6.08 metres in the Indian Universities 
meet at Pune recently, was clearly 
off form. Maharashtra’s Bakhtawar 
Khambatta maintained her supremacy 
as India’s leading thrower, but was 
unable to fare as well as she had 
done earlier in the All India Railways 
meet. 

Much of the spotlight on the junior 
athletes was stolen by the absence of 
the leading younger athletes, because 
of their pre occupation wKh the Indo- 
Sri Lanka athletic meet at Agra, 
following their very successful efforts 
In the Cadbury’s Inter-City Schools’ 
meet a week earlier. Surprisingly 
though, there was hardly any notice¬ 
able lack of depth in the junior 
event.s, which speaks well for our 
standards. Having said this, one 
wonders why athletics continues to 
be organised as a tamasha even at 
the national level. With increased 
participation the Inter-State meet is 
becoming unmanageable, and it would 
be worthwhile to think seriously in 
terms of a separate Junior National 
Championship. As a postscript, one 
should spare a thought for our poten¬ 
tial Olyqipians and try and give them 
the benefit of participation in a 
national championship which looks 
like one. The kind of meets that are 
becoming the order of the day, do us 
no credit 


RANJIT BHATIA, Hissar 


Babiibut? 


pRUEli INJURY TRAUtt 
^ its potonont t«m vi omM 
India’s top 

in the midst of his sfemiiioiu 
iniim for the Moscow 
And ioflammation od ^ 
ment of hi* teft ankle of pi* 
off foot has forced ftdm to 
away from practice for two csrac 
al nwotbs. Bahn was 
waigiittraining stage tS 
ration in quest of an 


gfflffl' 

AIMmU* 



^ . ■ ... 

at all, pain developed do Jbld 
ankle which helps him padk nqi 
much of power into his leap* 
Baku is now confiniog himself to 
Ught weight'training we bend! 
press. 

/ 

The noe athlete'could not parti*' 
ebate to the Btate amateur meet 
at Caheut and was hence not se^* 
iMIa# hff ^ State for the 
'oiMiduMa Hissar nationals. Now 
his ootar dunce is in the open 
meet, whidi may be held next 
month, Seleetions to the Otyn^c* 
pHquratory osup will be made 
on the basis of performances in 
tM np«i ,meet. 


Whan ihituy lue etwaarh^. 
y* ankle etf&mud. tern ^ 
might tteining for tide loww pi^ 
of the h^* “Thto nieen* 1 vdll 
have to sttrt all ovw mpdau _lito 
doctor told me 1 would efarUht 
by the end of this month. After 
an injeedent 1 find It diffleuR even 
to walk/* Babu t(^ this correspear 
dant 


The State Government had 
granted special coaching and diet 
allowance of Rs $00 per month to 
Baku when he began his training. 
Baba had not commenced jump¬ 
ing when, aeemihg for no reaiDa 


The fed remaias that there are 
ge Jewing tots in India where . 
plfitM^ id eU out ^t^t 
toertog injury to their limbs. The 
caw to T. Yobsnngn’s ioiuryi; v 
whidi toit a cruel end to his 
ming cereer, comes to miud reedb y 
far. Name a toece in India where . 
^ pjt run-up is safe and Where. 

can laractise for the Wg ev- 
em in his cereer 7 It will be dilB- 
cnlt. The gruettlng athletics field 
't$ strewn with dirty pebbles. 
When will the helmsmen wake up 
from slumber to reality ? 


BINOO K. JOHN 
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NATIONAL T T. 

Chandra¬ 
sekhar, 
Indu Puri 
supreme 

PANKAJ BUTALIA 

I N THE MIDST OF NOWWHERE 
(or so it seemed in a 
city known only for its steel 
and cement and maybe hos¬ 
pitality) one saw one of the best na¬ 
tionals in recent years. The competi¬ 
tion was as never before—with no 
player sure of getting past the other. 
The general standard of table tennis 
was Uie highest in a long^ long time 
and the juniors the most promising 
batch in over two decades. May be 
the top players did not play table 
tennis of the calibre seen earlier, 
but there was no doubt that this ap¬ 
plied only to the top and not to the 
large body of players. 

Chandrasekhar with the men’s singles 
trophy and runner-up Sanjay Kathu- 
ria 



This was evident from the tact 
that a large proportion of matches 
were divided only in the hnal game 
and, that too. a iot of them over ex¬ 
tra points. In fact, mauy times the 
continuous tension and excitement 
of such matches threatened to give 
one a heart stroke. 

The finals wci'»- heralded 
in — literally I me.in. Great 
pump and show—lloodlights, bands 
and glamorous girls — the works. A 
bit overdone. perha|>s, but then who 
minds once in a while. What one 
does mind, howevei, is this ti-ndcncv 
that has developed in Indian table 
tennis functions of dressing up girls 
to act as medal-carriers etc. 

The Rajal Kathuri.i-Sujay Gor- 
padc final was played on a high 
pitch—both player.s going all out— 
both playing consistently and both 
trying to force the pare. In the end 
it was Kalhuria who.se backhand 
lacks the strength of Gorpade’s whe 
was fora'd back. Gorpade ma':le up 
a 1-2 deficit to win in five games. 

The girls singles was won by Mona- 
lisa Barua who won in four games 
from Snigda Mehta. 

Old rivals Indu Puri and Shailaja 
Salokbe met in their fourth National 
final (Shailaja had won two of the 
earlier three). Indu started with 
great gusto—determined to win her 
third National singles title (Shailaja 
had won three titles so far). She 
sped through the first game 21-18 


and was leading 13-7 in the second 
game when trouble started. Indu 
was trying to force the pace and in 
that started throwing away negative 
point.s. Shailaja cashed in with some 
determined retrieving to win the se¬ 
cond and third games. But in the 
last two games, Indu decided not to 
try ftir all-out winners and attacked 
consistently. Shailaja’s forehand from 
where she couldn’t retrieve with the 
same consistency as from her back¬ 
hand. It was anybody’s match with 
some controlled hitting by Indu to- 
waixls the end getting her the third 
National singles title. 

The men’s singles final turned out 
to be an anti climax. Sanjay Kathu- 
ria seemed out of his elements and 
was in too much of a hurry to score 
points by trying wildly angular plac- 
ings. He failed to return Chandrase¬ 
khar’s backhand chop service effect¬ 
ively in the process giving him lots 
ol loose returns. Chandrasekhar play¬ 
ed a controlled game determined 
not to permit the title to evade him 
this time. He hit heavily spun drives 
which Katburia, in his anxiety to 
finish the rally, returned wide off the 
table. So Chandrasekhar finally 
finished well on top in a field that 
seemed to be so tightly packed with 
competition. 

A new exotic junior combination 
of Sujay Gorpade and Parthiv Vyas 
blasted their way through all opposi¬ 
tion to win the men’s doubles title 
while doubles expert Suhas Kulkarni 


Technical 


ItrmAt MABBEt) AN OTHER- 
W vtiilsft w«ll«on4ti^4 <bun- 
plhiMliiM vNu the utter irreapoiul- 
(A .the te<iinidd coounittee 
oTon TeMe pi*.: 

ladle ployed lwvo^wit]i 
draw, thrownig Id tte ufM e&ti 
‘^princ^l^ ott tiia/bada M 
It had tekea a xfsM etaaoa against.,;: 
ohe player’s enfiy X^ars ago. • 
-yfbile h (dalmediia ft -, 

wga bmiad by the ttyesikM ruu- 
tetfbns of the laterm^met' Table 
Teaals Fefleratlqn, thk year It 
adopted a syst em ww eb , aiaa a ; 
cross between rnT nm'aad ’- 
TTFl’s own notMjBa. ' 

In, aay case.'i^ least It podbt'v 
do was follow Its own mku and 
regulations ooniiatentjb! mhl not 
arbitrarily. But no. In spite of- bav- ' 
ihf rules in fmat of it, the wdinl- 
. cat committee nraoeeded to^moba , 
Oe dtilr^^ oTcodtradictl^ 

> if ttds was .not-,djtt>ngta, a day ^ 'i 
fora .the .atari of Um open eventr ^ 
Iha -cbnimittea, made,' a kit' ^^ 


chaimes |n the draw, shifting play¬ 
ers n-om one spot to an., dUter 
Withopt applying its own .'norms. 
An. naseeded player wps. brought 
in ibe spot of- n sanded player just 
becanse both -ivere from the same 
State. Tufo’ waman piayefS’ names 
irore. Id^rchangadt in tlm. djmnr to 
-ensnra that tpro ph^ms from the 
same State NA. not fall In tha 
same half, bnt " epnindttae 
coukt not' even . implement tids 
diange competently, and- ended up 
tv having the players ln;tha ihme; 
half. Nor did it bother to look f^ 
more Contradidions «I tbia 
Nor did It caU n custolnaty mOeb 
.lag of managers to iofehn th^ 
.'about the chanimn The conmuOim' 
‘lust passed on a few taformgt-j 
ib^fes^ So much ao 

S I (Vyoma Shah, 
mi and idhai'a) did- not uw-. 
that their -Mpaimnts nnd'^Jaw 
changed bovyrs 

.tba ,,metah:.-'.The:mimga>#J|m 


■ It it' pallietic that 
have bean ditef rahM 
atm 1^0 bat* been I 
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combined with hU sister Nandlni to 
win the mixed doubles. Arunjyoti 
Bora of Assam won the sub-junior 
boys singles and Sharmila Ruia of 
Maharashtra the sub-junior girls 
singles. 

In the. men’s singles quarter-finals 
league, Manjit Dua's lack of form 
was fast becoming evident. In' his 
first match against Sanjay Katburia, 
who has given him trouble many 
times earlier, Manjit was too slow to 
prevent Sanjay from pinning him on 
the backbaou—his weak corner. San¬ 
jay continued to play consistently 
and score crosscourt winners with 
great ease. Kathbria kept up his 
form and pace in his next tie against 
Kamlesb Mehta of Maharashtra. 
Helj^d by Mehta’s errors, he attack¬ 
ed Uke one possessed to seize the ini¬ 
tiative again and again. Mehta was 
too slow op bis feet—his sideways 
movement is very poor—and tried 
too often to end the rally soon Ka- 
thuria sensed this uneasiness in the 
opponent and moved in for the kill 
snatching the second and third 
game, being seven to eight points 
behind in both gtunes, having won 
the first game. 

In his third match against S. Sri- 
ram, Kathuria met with stiff opposi¬ 
tion and was down in the final game 
when the news of th^ match between 
Manjit Dua and Ka'miesb Mehta on 
an adjoining table (which Mehta 
won in five games) spurred him on 
to put in the extra efiort required to 
win. It was almost a superhuman 
effort inspired by the knowledge that 
Mehta’s win over Dua assured Kathu¬ 
ria of a berth in the final irrespec¬ 
tive of the match he was playing 
against Sriram. This probably also 
affected Sriram’s game at that 
stage— he seemed to lose heart and 
almost stopped trying. 


Sujay Gorpade—boys chanipkm 



The 

volume 


W AY BACK IN IWS, 

after the SSrd World taUfr 
Tennis Championships at the 
Netaji Indoor Stadium, it irai 
mooted that a cdmmentorative ' 
twial volume of the 33rd Wdnda'. 
would be published! The OQtife 
responsibility was taken quite ettV 
tbusiastically by Mf T.' D. RaA 
garamaoujan. the then TTFI pee- 
sident. There was a great show ill. 



Ions amoiut 
dgtied 


of Us 1.10 .lakhs.. 
Who dghed the deques? ,Ware 
they signed by the' then XlH 
president, the treasurer akmg with, 
the secretary, or sonieone dahT 

However, the voluntt' Issud 
seemed to be put in the cold stor¬ 
age thereafter, to be resurrected 
in Purgiapur. The expenses in this 
regard are documented, as. nlso 
reports that expensive ItaUaii 'hrt, 
paper (available in India) .,waa 
imported, some half-tone blo^ 
and colour plates made in Ger¬ 
many and that the volume was 
“being published’’ in a BeM 
printing press not known to Many. 
Is it worthwhile to keep the. ex¬ 
pensive imported paper for so 
long? The long period may have 
already damaged the quality of 
the paper. 

One wonders if tho - 
amount was required to. pwftdMse 
only three items. And wnewnr 
these three items bqing .Jbodiht 
from outside got Resem Bank 
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ip»oM to 'vtm 
“nal -td 

.Is it "hefliiuis umif-mL... 
mam am 

tho inany> .nytinries .n 
to tUi t A decimn utas 
the, aeoretayy > and tha 
would have io/ ralwllt 
rsieorf dr - tim; vidnnie 
^ nem (usMvfinpshl^ 

Ut os hope the Badlaga 
worth the hr 


this oOrr 
:him ahont 

he was mo die hreas 
repilod *Vleasai why don’t'yohi 
Mr RMimimaiaiinjtui?'’.Xs it 
Issue mt Ml-'/miaraa. 10 

rasigh, from ■ secretaryship? 

fk i&h he is stw thinklnS^ K 
and 



umi. 

SUBHASH SARCAR 




Mehta had beaten Sriram in an 
earlier match—also in five games— 
another razor-thin affair. Sriram, in 
turn, had easily beaten Dua in four 
games. 

In the other group,. V. Chandrase¬ 
khar almost had a straight march 
into the final—the only trouble 
coming from Manmeet Singh whom 
he beat in five games. Manmeet put 
up more of a fight than he had in 
the Inter-State matches, but Chan¬ 
drasekhar seemed to be ready to 
cope with most. The other two play¬ 
ers in the group, Ramesh Babu and 
Narendra Kaushik hardly troubled 
Manmeet and Chandrasekhar. 

Veenu Bhusban provided tough 
competition to the seeded players 
in the group *A’ league amongst wo¬ 
men. A totally unfancied player, she 
spun heavy loops which her oppo¬ 
nents found difficult to com with. 
In her tie against Nandini Kulkarni, 
which she lost after having two 
match points in the fifth game, she 
played the ball repeatedly into Kul- 


karni’s bodyline making it difficult 
for her to hit hard. It was only nega¬ 
tive points, possibly because this 
was Bhushan’s first big match in a 
long time.^ that caused her to literally 
throw away the match. So also in 
her next match against National 
champion Shailaja Salokhe she 
threw away a 2-1, 19-17 lead by serv¬ 
ing out and by pushing a simple re¬ 
turn into the net. 

There was nothing else of much 
significance in the other matches of 
this group which Shailaja topped. 
Indu Puri came out a fairly comfor¬ 
table winner in group ‘B’ though she 
was extended marginally by Kash- 
mira Patel. Neither KalavathI Seeta- 
ram nor Monalisa Barua gave her 
much trouble. Indu Puri thus quali¬ 
fied to meet her old rival Shailaja 
Salokhe. 


Though there were close matches 
in the girls singles, one feels slightly 
disinclined to write about it as most 
of the table tennis world is convinced 
that neither of the top players in this 
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Sidelights 

T able tennis in insia 

gets Its first privstg sdiotsrship 
with tbs intradacthm of the Gall 
Memorial TT Sdioipnliigk A ineri^ 
cum-inasiu scholsnliin It hat 
been InstKated by Hwf Das Boai 
Shah in memory of Us son , San- 
Jay (Gttli) Shah, a Gubtfat State 
junior plimr who died In a motor* 
cycle accTdent on December 12. 
1978 at the age of 14. It is intend* 
ed to be a scholarsfafn for Jaaiors 
between the ages 12*lS, from all 
over India. 

T'HE UMPUIBS TOO HAD 
A their oomplalUa. While they 
were happy tritb the hospitality 
of the local organisers 
they were bitter about 
the unimaginative distribution of 
umpires on the 10 tables. Umpires 
sat with other umpires frOm their 
own State with the same three or 
four persons throughout the day 
for 11 days. No system was spra* 
Aed about where umpires were to 
sit, were they to act as Um um* 
pires too or not. 

The biggest bungbng of the 
chief referee — no stop wrat 
ch almost throughout the diam* 
piooships. Luckily tlMue was no 
major time-limit match savuig the 
TTFl this further embarrassment. 

s 

THE TABLES USED ilNTAB) 
had bubbles on the sunace and 
were sub-.<tandard. Surely the 
TTFl should insift on quality con¬ 
trol from manutactururs aiid de¬ 
recognize ail those who do not 
come up to the mark. 

THE KANU-SIDHU INDOOR 
stadium is a magniA ce ot 
structure in the class of tne Neta* 
ji Stadium at Calcutta. Though 
not yet ■.'ermanent, it is lit for 
multi-sport use and the whole 
thing was made ready in four 
months. Organisers in Bengal seem 
to be very good at getting things 
done at sno.'i: notke. One compli¬ 
ments the local organisers for do¬ 
ing their bit for the nationals fair¬ 
ly efficiently. A shameful aspect of 
Indian table tennis is tbe masque¬ 
rading of over age players as 
juniors. Piayera like Shradba 
Sharma of Rajastban who should 
be well over 18 mart, MonaUsa 
Barua (who certUied three years 
ago that she was bom in 1862) 
Curfew Roy, Gsntam Baaarika 
(who has produced different age 
certificates at dtSerent times) 
from Assam are actively eucour- 
aged by their State assuciationa to 
puy as subjuniors or Juniors «veU 
past their entitlcinent. Snlgda 
Mehta of Madhya Pradesh is 
known to have produced a birth^ 
certificate at the inter-univmoity 
cbampionriiips oerttfyiag jMr . age 
to be 18. Yet she ph^s as a junkir 
at the oationals. i 


Thme State associations encou^ 
age this in their greed for coltect- 
ittg titles for their States. Surety 
it Is about time players and the 
TTFl woke up to this exploitation 
and oriradzed all those who In¬ 
dulged in this practice. Maybe a 
dental test or some other mesticai 
test shcmld be introduced and the 
[l|ty (dfidala and players hanl- 
from Indian table tennis. 
<T<HE LOCAL ORGANISERS 
A slipped badly when they fail¬ 
ed to provide any sitting space for 
tim competitors who parttdpated 
io the Nationals, to watch the 
finals. Everybody elsev but the 
players, bad space to sit. 


AN INTERNATIONAL UMPIR- 
es’ Guild was formed at Durgapur 
with the intention of raising the 
standard of umpiring in the coun¬ 
try. 


SUSHIL BANERJBE, A FOR 
mer Beogal umpire, has been suf¬ 
fering from tuberculosis for quite ‘ 
some time. The BTTA has come 
forward with some funds for his 
treatment And now, the Bengal 
Table Tennis Players’ Association 
haw started a welfaie fund foi 
Mr Banerjee. Sports lovers and 
other weil-wfshera willing to do¬ 
nate may please send whatever 
they tnn afiord to B. Viriiu, Gen. 
Se<^ B. T. T. Players Assoriation. 
71 BallygUDge Place, Calcutta-19 

DURING THE NATIONALS, 
the medical unit did a wonderful 
Job—without any complaints. It 
had three serious cases. Two offi- 
dab were treated for convulsion 
A delegate, who had a heart-at¬ 
tack, was removed to a renowned 
nursing home in Calcutta. About 
820 offidals, players, umpires and 
police personnel complained of 
addity, headache, sore throats and 
muscle pulls. All were given first 
aid by doctors and nurses of the 
Steel Pbat and Sub-Divisional hos¬ 
pitals. The medical personnel of 
these two units worked in rota¬ 
tion. 

A NORTH KOREAN T. T. 
coach. Pak Yul Gim, was present 
et the Nationab. He came to 
Indb under the cultural exchange 
programme and had trained phy- 
trs from various States at Patiala. 


Not many were there, however, in 
view of tbe 41st Nationals. Tbe 
ones who went were charged Rs 
16 each for hospitality through 
the States. A training camp will be 
held at Patiab shortly for the 
Asian T. T. nrohahbs (16 men and 
10 women). Along with this, 
Indian ccmches will also be given 
guidanos by the Korean to adcqit 
the latest txwchlng and training 
system. The Tl'Fl. according to 
secretary Pbani Sharma, will be 
sending ehcmt ten players to DPR 
KOceeiailBetiine in Mey<duae for 


BuMhd, and Subhash 8atca< 


group, ror example, tbe winner Mona- 
lisa Barua of Assam, Snigua Mehta 
of Madhya Pradesh and Shradba 
Sharma of Rajasthan are juniors by 
any standards and that they are all 
overage by far. Debjaoi Bagchi of 
Bengal showed promise however and 
came close to making it to the top 
when she aimost beat Monalisa 
Barua in the league matches. The 
boys singles league provided table 
tennis of a high calibre. Sujay Gor- 

S ade, Curfew Roy, Parthiv Vyas and 
ahui Dutt in one group and Rajat 
Kathuria, Chandramouli, Rama- 

swamy and Nishit Vyas in the other. 

• 

Sujay Gorpade, playing a yard or 
so away from the table and covering 
both flanks with bis great reach, was 
always on top of his group. Except 
for some trouble from Curfew Roy 
against whom be played five games, 
he won his matches being in com¬ 
mand against his opponents. Parthiv 
Vyas played well after being 0-2 
down but it was Gorpade who forced 
the pace making it difficult for Vyas, 
who has poor sideways movements 
and slow swing, to score points. He 
topped his group coming out un¬ 
beaten. 

In the other group, Rajat Kathu¬ 
ria played excellently to head it. His 
game has the most punch of all tbe 
juniors—he spins heavily from the 
forehand and takes the first oppor¬ 
tunity to finish the ball. He was one 
step ahead of his opponents in his 
group—slightly faster than Rama- 
swamy and certainly much more so 
than Chandramouli. ^ishit Vyas fail¬ 
ed to make any ‘Impression, not 
having enough punch to force the 
pace. Kathuria came through un¬ 
beaten to reach the final—matung it 
a memorable occasion along with 
his brother Sanjay in the men’s sing¬ 
les. 

Chandramouli is an exciting pros¬ 
pect. His approach to the game is 
similar to that of the European play¬ 
ers. He plays well from both flanks, 
watches the ball till the last moment 
and then plays it on merit. But he 
needs to improve his footwork and 
sideways movement much more be- ' 
fore he is able to make his game 
effective. He also needs to toughen 
up his body and improve his concen¬ 
tration which is very poor at the 
moment. 


1 ''HE UPEN EVENTS GOT OFF TO 
a flying start on February 14 
(after the qualifying rounds had 
been held a day earlier) with most 
first round matches going to deciding 
games. The competition among the 
men was fierce, with the juniors 
determined to make their mark at 
the top, the leading seniors equally 
determined to hold their own and 
with a whole lot of average players 
struggling to get ahead. The results 
up to the quarter-finals showed that 
quite a few from each group manag- 
^ to have their say with Nahendra 
Kaushik (age 38) as a representative 
of the last category. 
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The gruelling women’s singles final saw Indu Puri (above) rallymg in 
the decUier to regain the title from Shatlaja Salokhe (below). 


me nrst rouna oi tub nwi's 
singles gave an indication oi things 
to come when Vilas Menon of Maha¬ 
rashtra was caught in a five-game 
thriller with D. O. Bose of Bengal 
from which he barely managed to 
escape. Nitin Puri of Uttar Pradesh 
was down 0-2 and six matdi-points 
against Mukesh Jain of Delhi before 
he scraped through. Nor did R. Hari 
of Tamil Nadu have an easy passage 
against Suman Gafiguli of Bengal, 
whom be beat in five games. Junior 
Nishit Vyas of Maharashtra stretch¬ 
ed Sanjay Kathuria of U.P. to the 
limit before losing the decider at 19 
after rallying from 11-19. Then all 
this excitement was brought to a cli¬ 
max by the upset win of Rohit Thur- 
kud of Maharashtra over internation¬ 
al Sudhir Phadke of Delhi. Hiurkud, 
who was a late inclusion in the draw, 
played an inspired game, hitting 
everything in sight—even low-chopp- 
rd balls. Phadke just couldn’t get 
into rhythm and for most of the 
game, was unable to return in a 
conirollcd manner. Tburkud saved 
two match points from 1-2 down and 
then went on to wjn the match. 

The next round saw Narendra 
Kausliik of Madhya Pradesh, who had 
earlier beaten Vipin Garg of U.P. in 
four games, defend his way past 
sixth-seeded Partbiv Vyas of Maha¬ 
rashtra in five gaincs. Vyas just did 
not have the punch to pierce 
Kaushik’s long defence. Kaushik 
varied his returns and Vyas, wh6 
spins without opening his arm fully, 
just couldn’t hit hard enough. 
Kaushik maintained his winning 
streak surprising former national 
champion K. Jay ant of SAIL in the 
pre-quarter final. Kaushik wore out 
Jayant with some consistent return¬ 
ing and in the final game, forced 
him into errors to qualify for the 
quarter-final league. Jayant was a 
tired man — playing absolutely 
mechanically — towards the end. 
Sujay Gorpade of Maharashtra, a 
player of great potential, hit his way 
past R. Hari in the second round. 
Hari played well but Gorpade had an 
answer to everything. • ■ He play¬ 
ed awaj from the table and matched 
Han’s jabs with his own and spun 
high everything that crame to his 
forehand. He won 3-1. 

A tense match was the pre-quarter 
final between reigning national 
champion Manjit Dua and Vilas 
Menon. But it turned out to be a 
big disappointment with both players 
almost trying their best to lose. Both 
missed easy returns and failed to 
push home their advantage. Manjit 
had a slight advantage in that be 
took the initiative shghtly more often 
and managed to force ^his way 
through in g tense five-game duel. 
Manjit won 18-21, 22-20, 22-24, 21-13, 
21-15. 

Four Maharashtra players were 
pitted against eacji ocher in one 
quarter and met in the pre-quarters. 
Snram met R. Ramaswamy, whom he 
outclassed in straight games Sriram 
seems the steadiest of the lot. He 
stands straight, pushes deep, has an 


effective block and a slow consistent 
attack backed by well-placed kills. 
He makes the opponent move and 
work for his points—something in 
the manner of Deepak Vadehra seven 
years earlier—and places the ball 
effectively when the opponent is out 
of position. 

Kamlcsh Mehta had a tough time 
against Sujay Gorpade—but manag 
ed, this match again going to live 
games. A couple of well placed 
services and a tew edge points help¬ 
ed Mehta overcome a deficit of 14-18 
in the second game after being one 
game down. Sanjay Kathuria had the 
easiest passage into the quarters, 
thrashing Sadhan Dutta of Bengal in 
straight games. So also did V. 
Chandrasekhar of T.N. also have an 
easy time against Rohit Thurkud. 
Ramesh Babu of Karnataka played 
his usual solid game against defen¬ 
sive players to overcome G. Jagan- 
nath of T.N. in five games. Manmeet 
Singh, playing a consistent game, 
beat Rajat Kathuria in four games. 
Kathuria just couldn’t cope with 
Manmeet’s pace and consistency. 


The stage was therefore set for 
the quarter-final league with Dua, 
Sriram, Kathuria and Kamlesh Mehta 
in one group and Chandrasekhar, 
Babu, Manmeet and Kaushik in the 
other. 


The major happening up to the 
quarter final in the women’s singles 
wa.s the re-emergence ot Veenu 
Bhii.shan after a long period. Playing 
a .steady game, spinning high from 
the forehand and countering from 
the backhand, she beat Siiradha 
Sharma and Snigda Mehta to make 
the quarter-finals. Veenu js, however, 
still playing a very stiff game, not 
bending her knees and barely mov¬ 
ing. F.xcept for Kiran Singh and 
Rattan Mahajan, the other seeded 
players made the league too. Snigda 
Mehta attacked consistently against 
Kiran Singh, forcing her away from 
the table and smashing any loose 
returns from her backhand. Snigda, 
however, was not able to maintajn 
her tempo against Veenu and lost in 
lour games. The qualifiers for the 
league are Indu puri, Monalisa 
Barua, Kashmira Patel and Kalavathi 
Scetliaram in one group and Shailaja 
Salokhe, Vyoma Shah, Veenu Bhu- 
shan and Nandini Kulkarni in the 
other. 

All the top junior boys qualified 
for the quarter final league without 
much difficulty, but for them, the 
competition really starts at this stage. 
There are seven of them-^Ramas- 
-swamy, Chandramaoli, Gorpade, Rajat 
Kathuria, Nishit and Parthiv Vyas 
and Curfew Roy—all mature players 
and of almost equal calibre and there 
should be lots of fun ahead. 
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Schoolboy Mastei 

N tci.i. snoni. ruL i4 -year-old 
(licsA piu<Jit:y troin Bolton, be- 
i.iiiic on Jiiiiudiy 11 tlte youngest 
■ iilfiiiiitioiKii Mdstcr in the history 
ol ilir t<‘>nic‘~->ouiiger even than 
Hol)l)\ lisilii i, the American fonner 
W'oikl ('lijiiipion. when he reached 
thif same level Nigel's title which 
hits to be loiiii.iHv I'dtilied by the 
woi Ul ehes.s authorities came during 
the ICI, (hess tournument at Hasting 
when the leadei. Anderson, resign 
ed an ad|ouine<| game alter 10 
hours iilav. 

CoiiMMving his eneigies. the Bolton 
sihoolbot had already settled tor half 
a point 111 hi.s allernoon encounter 
with Hellin ,iod An<lerson's overdue 
lesignation him the points he 

needed tin I is new .status 

Nigel slioit del ided eaily m 1078 
that he wanted to siH his sights on 
she will id I hanipainship 

He leaint to play ihess at live and- 
ii halt At eight he won thi‘ under- 
nme I oiliest in the MerM'yside ion 
giess, and at nine the under-lO sei- 
tion ot tie EVEMNC SIANDAIW 
(ongiess in London Subse<)uenilv he 
beat 1‘oitisch the Hungarian .Grand 
Maste;, in a simultaneous display. 

A year later he won the 
EV'KA'/i\t; STANDARD under-14 
event (with tour years to spare) and 
in 15)70 was the only winner against 
Kori hno. in a London simultaneous. 

In 15)77 he bttcanie the youngest 
person ever to qualify for a place 
m the BritLsh chess championship, 
which started in Brighton three 
days before his 12th birthday. He 
scored five points from 11 games 
beating Penrose, who had won the 
championship a record 10 times. 

In the British championship of 
1978 he scored six out of 11. This 
was at Ayr in 1978. Last summer at 
Che.ster he tied for first place with 
Nunn and Beilin, winning a £783 
pri/e but conceding the title on a 
lather artificial tie-break. 

His father, a fairly good chess 
layer himself, has been from early 
ays almost fanatical in his fostering 
of Nigel's prowess. 

Nigel enjoys punk rock. A keen 
and good footballer he has for years 
been a faithful if lately somewhat 
sad follower ol Bolton Wanderers. 
He has u fine physique and an excel¬ 
lent temperament, but is "no acade¬ 
mic genius” confesses his admiring 
brother. 

Scholar- sportsman 
extraordinaire 

I T WAS A BIT DIFFICULT TO 
believe that the man I was going 
to discuss hockey with had been in 
the news the day before for having 


delivered a very erudite talk on 
modern Greek literature to the Indu 
Greek Society. But then Dr. Robin 
t’lelcher is a very unusual person 
The warden-elect' of Itiiuues nouse, 
Oxford, who was lecently on 
whirlwind tiip ot all the countries 
that send Rhoilcs siliolars to Oxforii 
University, l)i. I'lrlilici is a scholar 
sportsman cxliaoidiii.uic. He secuied 
a B.A. and a l> Phil tthe Oxford 
equivalent ul a Phi).) iii modem 
Greek fiom that icvcicd university, 
served in the lirili.‘'h aimy duiiiig 
the war, played hockey loi Britain 
in the Helsinki Olympics, served 
siibsequciitly as iiiaiiugei to the 
British hockey team loi severa 
years, and is now piesideiit ot the 
English Hockey Association. An im¬ 
pressive record to say the least ' 

Talking to this grey haired Oxioid 
don gave one much the same feeling 
as attending a tutorial class. And 
like an adept tutor. Dr. Fletrlioi 
was easy lo coininuiiicate with and 



Dr. Fletcher — hockey not Greek to 
him 


very clear and open in Ins views. 

What changes did he think that 
the growing European participation 
in the sport had brought about, and 
how was India coping with these 
changes ? The Europeans, he lelt, 
had made the game far more 
‘physical’ and far less dependent on 
deft stick-work. The emphasis now 
was on close marking which made 
the game more ‘uneven’ and ‘chopped 
up’ — quite unlike the old days when 
the game ‘flowed’ more easily. The 
new approach meant that there was 
now a greater reliance on speed 
and physical fitness, two depart¬ 
ments in which India had a lot of. 
work to do. 

Afiart from the availability ot 
greater resources and training facili¬ 
ties where else did he think the 
sport enjoyed greater advantages in 
the West ? In the fact that at almost 
every level from club upwards, the 


orgaiii/.ation of the sport was in the 
hands of very sincere and dedicated 
people who often ‘volunteered’ their 
services without any expectation of 
remuneration. Indian officialdom dost 
thou hear ? 

How did the West view the alarm¬ 
ing decline in Inulian hockey ? ‘De¬ 
lighted of course--I'a.sier tor us now, 
isn’t it?' and the. mischievous eyes 
twinkle. ’Not seriously though, in a 
sport like hockey which is struggling 
to enlist greaUM suppoit, it is a sad 
thing when one- ol the greater masters 
of the game go downhill in such a 
fashion.’ • 

Ally comiiionts on Britain's dismal 
pc'i'lormaiiie at Kaiachi'^ ‘Disastrous 
- that's all I can s.iy loi the moment’ 
was the ic-ply 'ILiviiig bc-en away for 
some iiiootlis, I do not know aiiytlimg 
about the situ.it ion. But 1 am iialur- 
•illy v..'‘[y disappoinled. And this is 
coiiipletely iinexp.-( led ' 

‘Aiwl filially Di. I'letc lieti, what 
would you consider to be youi most 
cheiislu‘d moinent in hockey'.'’ 

‘A difliciilt ciuestion, that. Shall I 
lusl say, that I always loyed scoring 
goal.s.’ And Di Itobiii I'letcher’.s 
extraordinary record is eloquent 
testimony to his sucoess. 

Say yes ’ to T E S 

F ob a couim.l; of sFiASoNS 

now, one cricketer from Tamil 
Nadu who has been talked ot as a 
pos.sible Te.st candidate i.s f. E. Srini- 
I'dscm. The .iverage Madiiis parti.san 
h.is probably reason lo believe that 
It was reasons other than cricketing 
merit that has kept .this middle-order 
I'.imil Nadu and South Zone batsman 
out ol the Test team. 

The t.iilhest 'T.E.' has gone in the 
doiiieslic cricket circuit has been his 
Best ot India cap in the Irani Cup, 
and it this meant .some solace, h? 
figures in the initial list of 48 crick¬ 
eters who weie asked to declare 
tlim'r ‘availability’ or otherwise for 
the now-cuiicclled tour of the West 
Indies. Is he (like many others, one./ 
is sure) disappointed that the tour 
of the West Indies didn’t come off 
after all? Does he believe that he had 
a very good chance of making the 
grade lor the tour ? 

“Yes, ot course, 1 am di.sappuinteid 
hat the tour is not coming off. I 
honestly believe tlia|f, on current 
''orm, I stood a good chance of mak- 
iig the grade. I’ve played six first- 
■lass matches this .season. And I’ve 
got a 145)- lor South Zone again.st 
Fiast Zone in the Duleep Trophy, a 
108 against the visiting P.ikistanis, a 
73 against Karnataka m the Ranji 
Trophy and a 112 against West in the 
iniited-overs Deoclliar Trophy this sea- j 
son’, reasons out Sriiiivasan. 

It may be ot interest to note that 
Srlnivasan didn't figure in the initial 
South Zone team against the ' PakLs- 
anis. It was only after Vishwanath 



Snnivaaan—very Ivnq wait? 


< 1 1(1(1 otf th.it ‘T.i;.’ was asked to till 
the- breach. One teels siiio that his hec¬ 
tic innings of 108 must have been all 
the more satislying. 

Opines ‘T.li.' : “One has to learn to 
take disappointment in stride. Maybe 
1 would have been selected. Maybe 
I wouldn’t have been. But that does 
not mean it has dampened my en¬ 
thusiasm. There is the tour of 
Au.stralia around the corner. And 
after all it would mean waiting an¬ 
other six months. That will be an¬ 
other opportunity to try and stake 
my claim, wouldn't it ? That’s how I 
look at the cancellation of the tour 
of West Indies”. 

‘T.E.’ first played for Tamil Nadu 
in the Ranji Trophy in 1971. He was 
then still in college and generally 
thought of as_ an excellent prospect. 
Between 1971 and 1975, he moved in 
and out of the State team, making 
no particularly remarkable impres¬ 
sion to warrant a permanent place 
there. Two consecutive seasons 
with Woodhouses Cricket Club in the 
Lancashire Club League helped him 
a great deal. 

“You can say that I relish playing 
the faster stuff rather than spin...... 

I put in three to four hours of solid 
work-outs every day. And among 
other tbincs, 1 practise on a cement 


wicket as often as I can. Naturally 
this is mviiliiablc to help one tackle 
the quick stuff Hung at you”, says ‘T. 
E. S.’ 

Born on Oclobei 20, 1851, Sriiii- 
vdsan is piesemly employed by India 
Pistons in Madras. 

Surjit sadder and wiser 

F DIA’S HOCKEY CAPTAIN IS 
hurt and dejected. He now most¬ 
ly stays at home and avoids public 
functions. Surjit Singh whose powerful 
penalty corner hits could cieate terror 
into enemy’s ranks till the Champions 
Trophy at Karachi this year is feeling 
sad and lonely. This is so, because, in 
his own wordsj "Never have we put 
such tremendous efforts as a team to 
revive Indian hockey. Despite an epic 
effort, we reached nowhere.” 

Like a fallen hero whose fate pre¬ 
ordained his echpse, Mr Surjit Singh 
slowly gathers confidence and courage 
to talk about his nightmarish experi¬ 
ence at Karachi. "I was doubly stabbed 
by fate there. The severe pain in my 
left thigh rendered me useless for any 
further game.” On the advice of one 
German and an Australian doctor, Sur¬ 
jit decided not to play in further 
matches. Surjit feels this saved his 
career. The captain laments that all 
this trouble was the result of his own 
negligence. “In fact, I had felt the pain 


during the Ag.i Khan hockey touriia- 
ment but then I did nut pay much 
heed to it.^And in Karachi the pain 
started all over again.” 

Talking about Indian hockey, Sur- 
iit feels that India should give up the 
practice of participating in in¬ 
ternational hockey tournaments for 
sonse time. Instead, it should make 
tours of the countries strong in hoc¬ 
key like Holland, Germany and Aus¬ 
tralia. This was the practice adopted 
by Pakistan. It does nut matter if 
India docs not play in the coming in¬ 
ternational hockey tournament in 
Malaysia, but if India after selecting 
boys and making them practise 
hard within the country sends 
them off to a country like 
Germany or Holland before the Oly¬ 
mpics, it might do a lot of good. The 
purchase of astro-turf should be a 
top priority for India, Surjit asserts. 
’’Without it we may not accomplish 
what we want to.” The turf now 
costs only Rs 36 lakhs and many 
French and American firms are ma¬ 
nufacturing it. “Moreover, Olympic 
matches will be played on poly-grass 
and after practising on astro, it is 
much easier to adjust oneself to poly¬ 
grass. Surjit reluctantly concedes that 
playing on astro turf might be a ma¬ 
jor factor for India’s poor showing at 
Karachi. In tact there were other 
factors too. 

India, Surjit feels, had to play all 
the tough matches in the very begin¬ 
ning. This played havoc with India. 
“If we had taken on countries like 
Britain and Spain in the beginning, 
the ultimate result might have been 
totally different.” Surjit suspects 
this might be part of Pakistan’s 
strategy. Pakistan placed com¬ 
paratively weak teams agaipst 
them in the beginning to avoid chan¬ 
ces of an upset. Aqd Pakistan play 
ed Holland, West Germany in the 
end, the two countries Pakistan fea¬ 
red most. Surjit also tried to con¬ 
vince the sports world that the di¬ 
fference in the standard of hockey 
between India and Pakistan is not as 
much as the 1-7 result shows. To 
prove his point, Surjit said after the 
tournament I asked Col. Dara to 
arrange an exhibition match between 
an Indian and a Pakistan XL At 
first Col. Dara agreed for the match 
to be played at Sahiwal but later 
backed out. 

Surjit Singh bluntly refused to 
accept that Ajitpal Singh’s inclusion 
was not timely or that he was a spent 
bullet. “Only God knows to what 
extent Ajitpal went to help India 
regain its lost glory.” Surjit has 
the greatest regard for Ajitpal. “It 
is one thing to play on the field and- 
quite another to be an arm-chair cri¬ 
tic from outside without ever having 
held the stick in hand”. Surjif Singh 
felt that “it is in the best interest 
of Indian hockev to steer the ship 
right in the middle of the sea with¬ 
out waiting for the storm to blo^ 
over. Marching for scapegoats will 
carry us aowhere.' 
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VANQUISHED AND VICTOR : Vitas Genilailis and Bjorn 
Borg display their emotions using descriptive body 
language as Andy Pearson presents Borg xoith a cheque of 
$150,000 after the Swede won his fourth Grand Slam in 
Boca Raton, Florida. Borg wan 6-1, 7-6, 61. 



NOW IN THE MOVIES: Soccer immortal Pels, right, 
poses for photographers in a New York studio on 
February 7 unth film director John Houston, left, and 
actor Shjvestar Stallone. Pete will appear in a new fUm, 
Escape to victory’ with Stallone. 


DEAL ! :AU smile.s at Southampton Football Club’s ground following the announcement that England captain 
Kevin Keegan has agreed to sign for first division SouthhampUm Football Club in a £400,000 transfer deal from 
the German Club SV Hamburg. From left; Mrs Jean Keegan (his wife), Southampton FC chatrmaSi Alan 
Woodford, team captain Alan Ball, manager Lawrie McMenamy, Kevin Keegan and Hamburg manager Gunter 
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BOYCOTT ' Bosters such as the one cCbcve have sprung 
up in and around the Whiter Olympics site at Lake Placid, 


New York. 


ALL READY Olympic flags fly $n the wind ov0r the 
Olympic tee rink in Lake Placid as one of the speed 
skating competitors prepares himself. 


DOWNHILL RACER ■ Cmdy Nelson of the US ski team 
competes m a pre-Olympic downhill race on WhUeface 
Mountam, site of the Alpme skttng events of the Winter 








FLAME ARRIVES: Torch-bearer Donna Bearight holds the torch with the Olympic flame as she and the other 
lurch-bearer, Richard Soaper, right, arrived at Lake Placid on the night of February 8. They were welcomed bv 
residents of the Olympic resort. 



Creamy cologney lather. 
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Cologne fragrance 
tingling with freshness 
Freshness you can face 
the day with 
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Menthol Mist. 
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Crossword 


I Gfidman 


uestion box 


|Aitsw*fi& by Sudhif Vaidya 
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ACROSS 


1 Association football (6) 

4 You can count on Itl (6) 

9 In fencing, the movement of the 
blade from the line of engage¬ 
ment to its opposite by passing 
over the opponent’s blade, it re¬ 
quiring great speed and deter¬ 
mination (3, 4) 

10 Moved with a long. swinging 
stride (5) 

11 German industrial area (4) 

12 When children won't be required 
to work (4-3) 

15 Guiding standard as in: "follow 
the captain's — and fight more 
bravel/' (3) 

17 Small light boat (5) 

18 The chicken run (3) 

19 In hockey or football, the goal¬ 
keeper Is primarily concerned 
with this (7) 

21 Continent (4) 

25 Matey kind of game (5) 

26 Taking part in game (7) 

27 To live permanently In a place (6) 

28 Swindle that Is uncovered by 
VIJay AmritraJ on court (6) 

DOVfN 

1 One in which each competitor 
has to keep both legs inside a 
large bag and move short Jumps 
forward (4-4) 

2 Net profit of the fisherman (5) 

3 Seventh deadly sin (4) 

5 Start of a sticky game (5-3) 

6 Team skipper (7) 

7 Team support 7 (4) 

8 Of the mouth (4) 

13 Judged the quality of (8) 

14 In poker, a hand consisting of any 
five cards in sequence (8) 

18 MId-mornIng coffee-break for 
cricket teams (7) 

20 Admits to membership of a team 
(4) 

22 A lever that controls the altitude 
and movement of an aircraft (S) 

23 A mark left by damage (4) 

24 festive (4) 

(Soluloiit next week) 


K. 0. Venhatesh, Bansriora. 

Q: How many centuries has Sunil 
Gavaskar scored in first-class cricket ? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar's 166 against 
Pakistan at Madras in January was his 
55th century in first-class cricket. 


Ashim Sen Gupte, Celculle. 

Q: What was the age of Fred 
Titmus when he played his last Test ? 
What Is his Test record 7 

A: Titmus was 32 years old when 
ha played his last Test for England. 
He has made 1,449 runs at an average 
of 22.29 and captured 153 wickets at 
an average of 32.22 In 53 Tests. 

M. Mustaquim Shams, Bihar and 
RaHv Randan, Patna. 

0: What is F. M. H. Engineer's 
record In Tests 7 

A: Making a debut in the second 
Test against England at Kanpur in 
1961-62, Engineer has scored 2,611 
runs in 67 innings of 46 Tests with two 
centuries. He averaged 31.08 runs per 
innings with 121 against England at 
Bombay in 1972-73 as his highest 
score. As a wicket-keeper, he has dis¬ 
missed 66 batsmen by catching and 
16 by stumping. 

Sushanta Chakraborty, Dlgbol. 

Q: How many times did Chandra- 
shekhar score a zero in Tests 7 

A: Chandrashekhar holds a world 
record of scoring a maximum of 24 
zeroes In his career of 58 Tests. 

Ayub Rahman, Bankura. 

Q: What Is Sunil Gavaskar’s record 
as India’s captain ? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar has led India 
In-18 Tests, winning six. Twelve Tests 
were drawn under his stewardship. 
He has defeated Australia twice out of 
the six Tests. Pakistan twice out of 
the five Tests, New Zealand once in 
the only Test and West Indies once out 
of the six Tests in which he has led 
India against these countries. 

Mallick, Calcutta. 

How many cricketers have 
written their autobiographies ? Please 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 49 



name a few of them, other than 
PataudI, Gavaskar, Prasanna, Bradman 
and Chappell. 

A: Most of the prominent cricket 
personalities have written their auto¬ 
biographies. A few of them are: VIjay 
Hazme, Ajit Wadekar (India); Frank 
Worrell (West Indies); Len Hutton, 
Gr(dfroy Evans. Jim Laker. Colin 
Cowdrey, Fred Trueman, Fred Titmus, 
Alan Knott, Tony Qraig (England): 
Cheetham (South Africa); Graham 
McKenzie, Keith Miller. Ray Lindwall 
(Australia); and scores of others. 

Paraah Qhoah, Calcutta. 

Q: What are the birth-dates of 
Hughes. Hlldltch Darling. Border. 
Dymock and Hurst 7 

A: Hughes was born on 25-1-1954. 
Hilditch on 20-5-1956. Darling on 
1-5-1957, Border on 27-7-1955, Dymock 
on 21-7-1945 and Hurst on 15-7-1950. 

BlswaJIt Ghosh, Midnapore. 

Q: Who scored the first century 
for India 7 

A: Lala Amarnath hit the first Test 
century for India against England in 
the 1st Tost played at Bombay In 
1933-34 when he made 118 In the 
second Innings. 

Shaikh AlhaJ All, ChlngripoU. 

Q : What is AJit Wadekar’s Test 
record 7 

A: Ajit Wadekar has scored 2,113 
runs in 37 Tests, at an average of 
31.07 with 143 against New Zealand 
at Wellington in 1967-68 as his highest 
score. He has taken 46 catches and 
has led fndia in 16 Tests, out of 
which he has won four and lost four, 
the remaining eight Tests being drawn 


Quiz 


M.fnjil Ghosf 


QUESTIONS 
piLL IN THE BLANKS; 

and two of the world's 

most successful competitive swim¬ 
mers, married In 1678. The two 

had won a total of - Olympic 

gold, six silver and two bronze 
medals for -. 

2. -resigned from Indian Olympic 

Association’s presidentship on 
January 5, 1960 after holding the 
office for 23 years. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by -. 

3. Stevens Cup is competition for 

international senior - players, 

patterned after the —Cup. 

4. — Johansson of Sweden became 

boxing’s world - cfiamplon 

knocking out -. 
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Schapuo 

A few wefl<s aflo I piciyed in Iho E B U. 
Briuhton Swiss teams event and, among 
iriany others, foond several points of 
intoiesf in this deal 

4 A K 0.1 10 J 
'j' J 93 
0 97' 

♦ a 


4 9 B 7 h S 4 

0 a 0 S 4 

431^ 


4 :■ 

\y K H 7 
0 .1 blb^ 
4 h I 1()fi4 


4 nnne 
'.y A y lu b 4 
<> A B 
4 A 0 'I 7 S 

Noith dealt ;\i love all (I w.e Last) and the 
tiifiding at my t.rble went 


bOUtlf 

Wf 

ST NOlUH 

FASr 



< 4 



I'l 


D.as'. 

'4 

(Ki 

f 'V 

|MSb 

■I 0 

J).) 

^ 1 ' V 

p.JSS 

5 i.y 



pairs 

(•rtS'. 

1 htll Wit'. 

Wfll {>1 

fl Snutfi llt'i. 

(liixj (L^uite 

fontM llv) 

flf'l (l 

Idk e hr. 

two suited 

hdfiJ, Wi 

-.t Iff! 

0 K .irui i(p 

larcf won 

Hi* ( .1' h( 

(i A A 

.iruj n;hf'(.J . 

c luh with 


O d, di',' aid'd hr. Iomik) diamond on 
4 A ,ind h d .mnlhi'i tof) .pade What had 
looked nil easy i onliac t luinud :dii ky 
when I iidled wdh s^’/ 'Ji'Llaier ovei- 
iiitled wdh V/’ 10 ,ind lulfiid another 
( lull in dnniniy lo reve.d the 'ey break. 
Anolhi'i .(bide i .line ,md I luffed with 
d, foil I,III Soiilti to ovenutt with his 
Queen I hi' lourlti nuind ol humps was 
rutted ',ui I e .slully witti dummy'.s last 
trump lo le.ive North 4 '• 'd V none 

0 ') / 4 niine. East 4 none K 
.1 Id r4 !''■ South 4 none 1^7 a fi 4 ? 
O none 4 Q- West 498'v>d<>05 
4 none 

In the hope that one didender held both 
)utst.-uiclin(i hump:, dcclaior led a spade 
roin diinimy, hut now I was able to rutt 
numphiiidly with V K South threw oft 
IIS last iluh (to overrutf would have left 
him witti twr sure losers), t)ut the defence 
liad the l<ed word when I pushed through 
4 K. lor now my partner's <^6 was 
promoted and trecarne the setting trick. 

In the diagrammed position declarer' 
succeeds if he plays for the tiumps to be 
I I. He luffs a diamond safely in hand, 
draws the trumps with A and simply 
concedes a club at the end. 


It looked a possible gam, but my team¬ 
mate in the North seat opened with 
a (very strong) Weak Two rn spades. 
South inquired conventionally with 
2 NT and North's next bid of 3 NT showed 
a spade suit headed by the Ace, King 
and Queen. South might have tried four- 
hearts now, but, arguing that North could 
hardly hold anything outside his spades, 
went back to four-spades. East led a 
diamond and the 6-1 trump break killed 
declarer's chanct-s. No swing I 
Last week’s qui4 At love all in a pairs 
competition South holds 4'^t^5'v^10 63 
<>AJ54'J'0 83 He opens one-club. 
North forces with two-spades and South 
raid's lo three-spades. Now North bids 
b NT (the grand slam force). It looks easy 
lo bid an automatic seven-spades (you 
have two ot llie top three honours as 
lequested) but this is a pairs competition 
It (lists nothing to bid seven diamond.s 
Then Nuilh with perhaps 4 0-1 109876 
A K Q 0 none 4 A K O can bid 7 N I. 
An immediate 7 NT by South would he 
wrong in case North is void in either 
hearts or cluh.s 

I hrs week’s quiz In the middle of tho 
play, ran declarer ask it his contract 
has heeii doubled and, if so, by whom7 


Chess 


IHHBHBHHHHHHHHHHBBIP > ‘ ' r 

Volume 2) iil C/iess Inlarmant, wfiich 
came out last month, features the usual 
list of ttio 10 best games from the 
previous volume, as ludged by a panel of 
well-known grandmasters, but there is m 
addition a similar list representing the 
choice of readeis of tho Yugoslav paper 
Polilika Ekspres. Both the experts and the 
fans judged two games to be far superior 
to the others, and the World Champion 
was involved in each. The grandmasters 
)ust awarded the palm to Geller's biilliant 
win (given in this column on February 6), 
but the readers preferred to see Karpov 
on top, carrying out a long and difficult 
attack after the positional sacrifice of a 
piece in the opening. The notes that 
follow can only afford a general guide 
through all the complications. 

White Anatoly Karpov; Black Iosif Dorf- 
man. Sicilian Dolence (44th USSR Cham 
pionship, Moscow, 1976.) 

1 t4, cSi Z KtfS, iH 

3 d4, a X d: 4 Kt x d4, KtM 

( Ktc3, s«; 6 04, Bs7 

7 gS, Ktfd7; t h4. Ktcf 

• Ba3, a«; 10 QaZ. Qc7 

110-0-0, b$; IZKIxeO, OxcO 

13 Bd4, M 


Probably Black should have tried 13 . . Bb7; 
14 a3. Bf8 followed by castling O side. 

14 KtdS I, a X d$; IS B x o7. KgO 
10 a X d, Oc7; 17 BM, KtoS 

lOBxaS, dxsS; 10 141, BIS 

20 Bh3, B X h3; 21 R x h3. Ret 

22 r X a, Oc4: 23 Rdd3, Qf4 » 

24 Kbi, Rc4; 2S dO, Ro4 

20 Rha3, R x #3 

If 26 . . R X o5. 27 h X gS. B X g5. While has 

28 d74 . Kd8: 29 Rdt I. threatening 0 X a6 etc. 

2TRxa3,Qxb4; 28 0f3l, QxgS 

28 B X gS would have been met by 29 o6l 

20 Rel, Qg2 

29 Oq 4 may have offered belter chances. 

30 QfS, RgO; 31 Rtl, QdS 

32 d X 07 ... 

At last While has regained Ihe sacriflced piece, 
and thanks to the exposed position of the black 
King his inilialive persists* 

32 ... K X s7; 33 014, aS 

34 0h4k,Kol: 3SQxh7, 013 

30 Oht F, Ke7; 37 Ob4t , Kal 

30 Oc4, Ob7; 30 b3l, RoC 

40 Rgl, R X al; 41 RgS I , Ko7 

42 Oh4 I , Kd7; 43 Ott, Ro7 

44 OfS 1 , KdC; 43 O x aS, RsS 

40 Qdl f, KoO; 47 Kb2, fO 

40 Rft, Og7; 40 OcO k, KdS 

M Oc4 I , Rssigna 

Compatlllon 6347. Solution next week. 

Black 




While 

White to nlav and win 

Solution to 6340 (Alekhino-Yatea, 8eni* 
msring, 1020). (4r2lt/2p2r1p/1p3pRR72qP182/ 
p3PPZ/PnO4P/KP0/t - Whita to play.) 

Alekhine announri^d the lollowing mate in six 
63 Rxh7r, K X h7 (not 6,1 R x ti7, 64 

0 X 16 1 ). 64 R X 16 I-, Kg 7. 6b Rg6 I . Kf8 (or 
6b Kh7,63Ri|7( Kh6,67 0l6l I),66 0h8l , 
Ke7,07Ru3‘ Kd7, MOxeH^ 

Problem No 1000. Solution next week 
J. Kiea (Second Prize, Pioblcemblad, 1953). 
(t/faSt B1 s2/r1 p$/1 ppl BPpK/1 P2k1 St /3R3P/ 
2PptOR1/3br3 - 12 rwhlto men; If black.) 
White to play and mate in two moves 
Solution to No 1002 (Polkov). (1S2RS2/ 
K3Ppb1 /I PI k pi r1 /2p3r1/2B1 RP2/1 p9b/t/0Q1 
- mat# in three.) t Sli7 (Itirual 2 Rd8 I ) 

(a) 1 . (6, 2 IS (threat .3 R X f«), B X f5, 3 Odi, 

(b) 1 15. 2 SI6 (threat ,) R x c6) R x 16, 3 Odt 

Black IS forced to hlor k both 16 and (5. Ihe 
inlersetlion points ol his Rooks and Bishops 
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on the Ball 


WINNING TH€ 8AU -INTERCEPTING 



1HIS IS OANGIROUS UAVIO SCI 
IHL OEICNDFR 0) HAS LEFT 
HIMSEII UPCN TO A IHROUOH 
BAIL BECAUSE HE IS SO KEEN 
ON MARKING THE PLAYER NEAKES1 
TO HEM 


NOW THE OEFENOER HAS 
COVERED TOO MUCH b Alt HOUGH 
the through BALI IS CUf OFF 
THE BALL CAN EASILY BE 
PUYEO TO THE OTHER 
ATTACKER . 








HERE S THE BEST POSITION ^he DEFENDER IS NOW IN A POSIttON 
TO INTERCEPT EITHER A PASS THROUGH THE MIDOU OR TO 
CUT OFF A BALL TO THE ATTACKER GOOD DEFENDERS WHl 
ALWAYS LOOK FOR PUSlTiONS WHICH GIVE THEM THE CHANCE OF 
INTERCEPTING 


• Alt fliohig RMprvtil KfN STANLIV 
































Even when the power goes off 
the Popstar stays on... 

because it switches over automatically 
to batteries to give you uninterrupted music. 
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WHO'S NO. 1 ? 

John Benaud recounts the 
recent performances of the 
leadiing cricketing nations and 
feels that West fndies anc 
Irtdia are, at the moment be.st 


WHO IS THE BEST BAT 7 

Michael Melford, cricket 
correspondent of The Daily 
Telegraph, London, assesses 
the leading batsmen of the 
world in a special article *or 
Sportsworld. 


INTERVIEW OF MIKE 
BREARLEY AND IAN BOTHAM 

While Brearley tells Ajay Kumar 
he Is In the team because he 
is captain, the recoid- 
shatterlng Botham says he 
doesn’t bother about 
statistics. 
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24 Ninth Asian Boxing 
championship 
30 First Asian Kabaddi 
competition 
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The 

Test 

lessons 

I NDIA’S DEFEAT AT THE 
hands of England in the 
Jubilee Test has once again 
revealed the must prominent 
weakne.'ks of our batsmen— 
the inability to cope with the 
moving ball, both in the air 
and off the ground. Our 
present team is badly in need 
of a few changes—a fact 
which did not strike any¬ 
body due to the cupboria 
over our team’s victory 
against Pakistan and Austra¬ 
lia. But Brearley’s English¬ 
men have, with the help of 
that magic wand called Ian 
Botham, made us realise that 
our cricket team is not as 
good as we think it to be. 

Regarding the opening 
pair, I feel that Gavaskar and 
Binny arc quite suitable for 
the job. In spite of Binny’s 
failure against England I 
think he is the best man 
available for the opener’s 
berth. Moreover, he is a 
‘utility man’ and can change 
the complexion of a game 
with one or two crucial 
wickets. But India is in dire 
need of a proper No. 3 bats¬ 
man. Vengsarkar is ju.yt not 
the type that can make a 
No. 3. I feel that Sandeep 
Patil should be promoted to 
No. 3 with Vengsarkar com¬ 
ing down to No. 5 or No. 6. 

One more change which 
India will have to make is to 
drop out. Vishwanath (yes, 
Vishwanath, the littie ma.'vt- 
cr!) and in.stead give a 
chance to T.E. Srinivasan. I 
know this will raise quite a 
number of eyebrows. But 
then, what has Vishwanath 
done in the last few Test 
matches? His scor^ in the 
series against Pakistan were 
73 in the first Test at Banga¬ 
lore, 4 and 34 in the second 
Test at Delhi, 47 and 9 in the 
third Test at Bombay, 2 and 
17 n.o. in the fourth Test at 
Kanpur, 16 in the fifth Test 
at Madras and 13 and 13 in 
the sixth Test at Calcutta— 
an overall average of just 
25.33 per innings in six Test 
matches! In fact, he has been 
iudey enough to stay on for 
as long as he did. 


1 wonder when our selec¬ 
tors will muster enough 
courage to drop an establish¬ 
ed star from the team in the 
face of indifferent perfor¬ 
mance and give i chance to 
someone else. Is it a power¬ 
ful form ot trade unionLsni 
at the cricket level which is 
the cause of such a-.state of 
affairs? If so, then 1 think 
we should not allow demo¬ 
cracy to play a major role sd 
far as cricket is concerned, 
and instead strengthen the 
grips of the powers-that-bc*. 
namely the selectors, even il 
this may imply dictatorship!! 

ASHOK DUTTA, 
Shillong. 

ALAS! THE EUPHORIA OF 
our recent success against 
the Aussies and Pakistanis 
was so short-lived! What is 
disheartening is that they 
threw in the towel rather 
early and gave up without 
the semblance ot a light. Ian 
Botham has exposed our 
weakness to the moving hall. 
If we have to survive in in¬ 
ternational cricket our bats¬ 
men should master pace 
bowling and it is time the 
Board of Control thought on 
these line. 

Secondly. V ishwanath at 
the helm is like u p.ckpocket 
in a nudist colony. He is too 
much of a gentleman and in 
modern cricket, like warfare, 
to win you nc'ed a Hitler not 
a Gandhi. 

D. V. M. SHASFRY, 
Vtsakhupalnam. 

INDIA’S BATI'ING IN THE 
Jubilee Test was absolutely 
pathetic. Our batsmen didn’t 
apply them.selvcs to the game 
even half as seriou.sly as the 
England batsmen did. and 
paid the penalty. I am utter¬ 
ly convinced now that India’.s 
recent victory over Pakistan 
was not because wc batted 
very well, but because they 
batted very poorly almost 
throughout the scries. 

Before 1 forget, let me 
congratulate the England 
team in general- for their 
magnificent victory, and app 
laud Ian Botham and Bob 
Taylor In particular for th'*ir 
superb individual perfor¬ 
mances. 

MALATHY K. IYER. 

Hyderabad. 

IT WAS SHEER FOOLISH- 
ness on the part ot the select- 
tion committee to name 
Cbetan Chaulian the 12th 
man, 15 days before the 
Jubilee Test. It was not an 



exbibitioa matdi at treated 
tqr the selectora. Oa the o^er 
band, K was not only an 
official Test but a Test of 
aigniticant importance as it 
is played only once in fifty 
years and after the convinc¬ 
ing victory over Pakistan the 

£ ublic expectations were 
igher than ever! Chauhan 
has the ability to keep one 
end intact even under ad¬ 
verse conditions. Moreoy^, 
Roger Binny was unable 
open his account in his only 
innings as Test opener in 
Calcutta. 

Generally, the 12th man is 
selected on the morning of 
the match after consuKing 
the captain and taking the 
state of the wicket into con¬ 
sideration. The Bombay 
wicket, was very green, 
ideally suited for the English 
pacers, particularly. Botham, 
It was meaningless to cxpo.'=e 
Binny as an Qptener in such 
turf whi’e keeping the dogg¬ 
ed Chauhan, the true fightet, 
out. 

Moreover, the p'tch offer¬ 
ed little help to off-spinners. 
Yadav is inexperienced and 
not of Prasanna’s class. Vt'h 
verv rightly had little faith 
in him. Bv selecting the first 
eleven fifteen days before 
the match and without con¬ 
sulting the captain the selec¬ 
tion committee had made 
the ineffective Jadav a 
burden to the Indian team. 
BIBEKANANDA KONAR, 
Calcutta. 


MAYBE CHAUHAN’S FORM 
was not up to the standard 
8s was witnessed during the 
recent Indo-Pak series, but 
still on many occasions in 
the same tour he had saved 
bis team whidi.proved to be 
the turning points of the 
match. And I can say un¬ 
hesitatingly that in the 
square-leg area his fielding 
is the best which many of 
the BCCl heads had not seen 
before, in their times ol 
playing cricket. Can anybody 
forget the superb catch 
Chauhan held in Calcutta, 
which brought up Kapil's 
100th wicket? 

Considering all this the 
BCCI should have provided 
him with the chance of play¬ 
ing the Jubilee Test. 

ARlJir GANGULY, 
Calcutta. 

THIS 10-WICKET DEFEAT 
.should serve as an eye- 
opener to the Board, the 
same would have been our 
fate against the West Indies, 
had not the tour been p<ut- 
poned indefinit^y. Imagine 
the jaded Indians, putting 
up a vain fight against the 
in-form West Indians. God 


bless the Indiana, shotild the 
Board again decide to have 
such hectic seasons. 

RANJANA MUKERJE. 

JamatpuT. 

WHAT A FANTASTIC PER- 
formanoe it was! The Golden 
Jubilee Test largely belong¬ 
ed to one man—the super 
Ian Botham — whose solo 
effort to save England in the 
last Test against the Aussies 
did not succeed. Here in 
Bombay he destroyed the 
Indian team simply by his 
all-aruund performance in all 
departments of the game. 
Thirteen wickets and a ton— 
a superb and glorious effort. 
After him, the man who was 
worthy of praise was Bob 
Taylor—10 catches behind 
the sticks and the invaluable 
support he gave Botham 
when England were reeling 
at 58 for the loss of five 
wickets. And of course, 
Brearley's captainship, well- 
planned and well-organised. 

Anyway, let bygones be by¬ 
gones. The Indian selectors 
.should rethink and bring 
some new and talented face.s 
In the tram before they start 
for Australia in November. 

ARNAB KUMAR NAG. 

Calcutta. 

IN THE INDO-AUSTRALIA 
series Dymock had each and 
every Indian batsman in 
trouble by some very clever 
movement of the ball. Even 
a bowler like Ehteshamuddin 
had us guessing all the time. 
But our limitations were fully 
exposed in the just-concluded 
Jubilee Test when Botham 
and Lever just tore the 
Indian batting apart. They 
proved that Indian battra.. 
had not yet come of age, 
more so while facing genuine 
swing bowling. TTiis comment 
may hurt some of the read¬ 
ers—but it is a fact isn’t it? 

KANCHAN DASeVPTA, 

Calcutta. 

PLEASE EXTEND MY 
heartiest congratulations to 
the golden boy of the Golden 
Jubilee Test, Ian Botham, for 
his unique feat, which puts 
him, beyond all doubts, into 
the all-time great all-round- 
er.V bracket. It is silly to 
compare Kapil with Ian 
Botham, as the latter is 
streets ahead of the former. 

C, A. RAO. 

Gondia. 

WHEN BOB TAYLOR TOOK 
the tenth catch by dismiss¬ 
ing Shivlal Yadav in the 
Golden Jubilee Test be 
created a new record. Tay¬ 
lor surpassed the world re¬ 
cord of nine catches (eif^ 
ct, one St) held by G. B. 
Lang.ey of Australia versus 


England at Loid'a la iB5& 
He also aqualied Hm world 
record of seven catdies held 
by Wasim Bari of Pakistan 
against New Zealand , at 
Auckland in 1979. The pre 
vious best was six dismissals 
by S. M. H. Kirmani, A. W 
T. Grout, D. Lindsay and J. 
T. Murray. 

Wicket-keepers are gene¬ 
rally having a good time 
against India. As a consola¬ 
tion, India’s Syed Kirmani 
completed the wicket-keep 
er’s double (of scoring 1.000 
runs and 100 victims) in this 
Jubilee Test. 

C. K. SVBRAMANIAM. 

Ghatkibad. 

THE JUBILEE TEST ENI> 
ed in a victory for England 
and it was a defeat for India 
after a long time. But all the 
same VIshwanath needs to 
be congratulated for the 
spirit that he showed. When 
there was a controversy on 
the ground regarding Taylor 
it was VIshwanath who act¬ 
ed reel gentlemanly and did 
his best to convince the 
umpire of the truth. Hats off 
to him for he really showed 
the true sportsman spirit. 

Z. R. 

Kalyan. 

THOSE WHO ADMIRED 
the action of two-Test-old 
skipper of India, G. R. 
VIshwanath, must bear in 
mind that Mr Hanumaiit 
Rao, is one of the best 
umpires India has ever pro¬ 
duced. Vishwanath’s drama 
was pronounced as his sport¬ 
ing gesture to the English 
wicket-keeper and was claim¬ 
ed to be made out of a high 
standard of sporting spirit, 
but the fact that the umpire 
once declined to oblige 
Vishwanath and then revers¬ 
ed his dedsion for the sake 
of the game (although he 
found nothing wrong with 
his earlier decision, as clari¬ 
fied by the umpire after the 
day’s play was over) clearly 
reflects lack ol experience on 
the part of the Indian skipp¬ 
er. After this event, the 
entire Indian side was demo¬ 
ralised and our ace bowler 
Kapil Dev Nikhanj did not 
bowl for quite some time, 
complaining of pain in his 
shoulders. The condition of 
a bowler can well be imagi¬ 
ned, when his appeal is 
negatived by his own skipper, 
while the same is upheld by 
the umpire. Besides, the 
victory of a team, which has 
just lost all the three Tests, 
over a side which recently 
won three series, is not 
easily digestible. Thus the 
action of Vishwanath has 
disappointed milUnns of 
lovers of this game through¬ 


out Hib oQuatry aid ab 
certainly be dephnetL 

DINESH CHHAPARIA, 
Calcutta. 

HOW GENEROUS IS VISH- 
wanath’s geperosHy? What 
prompted him to be so 
generous? This is no second 
opinion that he considered 
Mike Brearley’s boys as un¬ 
derdogs after their poor i^r- 
formance against the Aussies. 
One wonders if Vishwanath 
would have shown a similar 
gesture if England were 430 
for 5. His request to umpire 
Rao to allow Bob Taylw to 
continue after he was given 
out not only tells upon the 
prestige of our ever-criticis¬ 
ed umpires, but also shows 
his non-cooperation with bis 
boys as no umpire rules a 
batsman out without an 
appeal. 

Prof. MUKUNDA DEVA 
SWAIN; 

Pattamundi (Cuttack) 


AFTER WATCHING THE 
deviation of the ball in T.V. 
I was thoroughly convinced 
that Taylor had been caught 
behind. In a caugbt-behind 
decision the wicket-keeper, 
the bowler and the umpire 
can be considered the best 
judges. Both Kirmani and 
Kapil Dev appealed vigor¬ 
ously and umpire Hanumant 
Rao upheld their appeal after 
being convinced that Taylor 
in fact got a faint touch with 
the bat. At that time Vish 
was standing in the second 
slip position, so how could 
he he so sure that Tayjor 
did not play the ball with 
the bat? Was H not to earn 
some cheap iMpularity from 
the crowd which he was not 
receiving since the first Test 
against the Pakistan for his 
grand failure with the bat 
and also for his shabby 
fielding? 

Moreover, he requested 
the umpire to change hi^ 
decision before cmisulting 
both Kirmanj and Kapil Dev 
which is a gross injustice to 
his team-mates. In a fes¬ 
tival match this type of 
gesture is welcome but in a. 
Test, where a country’s pre¬ 
stige is involved, you cannot 
afford this type of luxury. In 
the same Test, Lever did not 
come out when be dislodged 
a bail after plaj^ng back to 
a Kapil delivery simply be¬ 
cause the umpire did not 
declare him out as the 
Indian players did not, 
appeal. Vish did get some 
praise from the British 
ioumalists but. wbat the 
Indian team received was a 
resounding defeat. 

RANJAN BASU, 
Barraekpur. 



tiling jj 

b 00 n seen for neani/^n 
ration. As ah added adwofik^ 
U has a batting order if|, 
which the later batsnkh 
contribnted to save 
situation more than onee.Wf^ 

y''^#1 

Thereto, of course, certd^^f 
deficienotea from whim Jndim'' 
players rsliil suffer, ' ' 
thankfvJth/ taldng ■; 

action before the'-'^f^'.W:--, 
bowled is no longer erne Of 
them^f.m4 there is no *^mbn’% 
why yAth the average af^ ,0^ 
hetaiw 3(jJ,ihia side aaoukA.^^ 
develop an even ~0i/ore , / <; 

competitive spirit. v y*' 

But fot’ that, the l 
of the captaincy should «« 
decided as soon as possible % 
There are only two 
Gavaskar and Vishwahoil^. '■ ™ 
It took some time f^ • 
Gavaskar to settle dowh^Wftm'j^ 
presumably the same'^im^'^^l 
apply to Viahwanathi: ^ 

captain with more cohfiti$9i^0 
in his judgement vtotM Jlowl 



THE.SONG: 

tin,„ P<^rt.y a over, it’s 

me to caU u a day" Well 

It f^PPtied 10 the ' 

mare ^nc/ce.ers can 

mare or lass retax, we can 

happened at this ''party'’ it 

a lour to Pakistan 
fohowed by the West jtdLT 
fJ}ome, warmed up with a 

Australia, reached its peak in 

^ appfeow aitd 
gestures dga^nst PoKt^an and 
Pf^p^ipants becakc ^ 

« petered tma 

fn this period, the most 
rrwanmgful factor waa not. the 
^^^O^rtce-of .Vengaarkar^ ar • 
the recall of Kirmani or the 
WGuracy of Doshi but ihd 

^PP^re, 'and the Umelu 

ay:-?K!r^g. 5 | 


cticket. This can only 
happen^ if there is a unijorm 
policy in the preparation of 
wickets. This has been said 
before, many times and for 
many years, so jar, only to 
some avaU. The reason for 
the continued pr..paration of 
slow wickets with a tendency 
to turn is as ubiquitous as 
the question . "what cutne 
fifst, the chicken or the egg". 
No major association wished 
to revert to quicker wickets, 
because their teams’ mainsiay 
was spin. There was Shi- 
valkar in Bombay, B^di and 
before him Gael in Delhi, 
Prasanna in Karnataka, and 
Venkut in Tamil Nadu. It 
was these assocAiions which 
prwided an overwhelming 
majority of Test players, and 
on suitable wickets their 
spinners held such sway that 
India’s quick bowling became 
Uttle more than an apoiogy. 

Lately there has been a 
move to dispense with slow 
turners. Kanpur and Delhi 
have fresh wickets (one hopes 
^ they will stay that way) 
and the last Test in Bombay 
; wqs ploiged ih cenditwnsi 
...are rarely found evenJh 
England, the home of seam < 
bZlvf^. ^ 

so'i^ a khort while,. 

Man team has become \ 
e balanced and better : 


on the last de^. fhe j^diig^ 
and the greiss on the 
wicket in the Jubilee If^st 
would have jUsHfied...pfpjt^ym 
decision, as 

Board ^ 
matches 4ft 
towards the 
himself as caj^U -Wl 
^Iqbal, who i* fwiBp|S^ 
mean judge gf lhei§dm^^m 
balance and ~ 
account 
time and 
be realistic to 
to him. ThsA*''is ■' 
witling to toko. U 
ossttm the 
plod, wherkfdr hd 
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GOLF FOR BEAUTILITY? 

Bmiford : Go II has its uses and is not without Its 
"beautiful" players. Former Indian beauty, queen Sneh 
(^upta, who's just completed filming in the TV Nursing series 
Angels, relaxes on the golf course near her Bedford home. 
"I love golf", said Sneh, "because it keeps me firmly on 
the ground". 

SOCCER, GENTLE SOCCER 

Sorronto: Though slim-line women's football Is less 
rough and more organized than men's, it nevertheless has 
its dives and dunks. After an unsuccessful match against 
Italy in Naples, the English women’s team were treated to a 
round of drinks near the poolside by the delighted victorious 
Italian officials. Following the toast, however, the women 
threw the ref guity of wrong decisions resulting in the 
defeat, into the water — fully clothed, of course I 

UP A TREE ! 

W. Virginia: The first four holes should present no 
problem, but on reaching the fifth, players have to climb a 
tree to play their next shot! For the 5th tee is positioned 
12 ft. up an imposing silver birch on a soecially constructed 
platform to preclude blind drives. This Tree-House Style 
tee was designed by Michael Rogerson, owner of the 3- 
course Park Golf and Country Club, because the tree stood 
on the tee spot and he wished to preserve It. Of course, 
the ladies have reason to be nervous so he's on the look¬ 
out for an alternative position tor them I 

B. TELLIS 



m DRAf^T ONE MORE OF 7HBSB 
martian ANP I'M &ONNA 

FORSET THIS SOUL-SLAP JIVE/ 



^LBte see.,.you e>uys nap a nish-low 

NASSAU W!TH AN AUTOMATIC PRESS, A 
BmLB-BAN&LB'BUN&LB GAME, SRBBNIES 
ON PAR-THREBS, A SKIN (SAME WITH 
POUBLE ON BIRDIBS-TRiPLE ON EA<S>LES, 
ANPA POUR MAN SVNPICATE SAME,,. 'A 


^COUIN6, yoUTNRO)N A LONG PASS.,, 
HOBBS, you TAKE THE SHCrr... AND 
RAYMORE, you PROWN THEIR GOAUEf 














When the West Indies were steam- 
roUing Greg Chappell’s men in that 
final Test in Adelaide recently, there 
was conjecture among those watch- 
ing as to how good a combination H 
really was, compared, say, to those 
Caribbean line-ups that induded the 
three W’s, Sobers. And spedal re¬ 
ference was made to that wonderful 
team Frank Worrell brought to 
Australia in 1960-61 when Te.‘t 
cricket had its first tie. A series that 
Australia won more by good luck 
than good management. 


John Benaud 



The captains of West Indies, England and Australia with the Benson ond 
Hedges Cup, the trophy for which they competed in the one-day inter¬ 
nationals in Australia. From left:Clh>e Lloyd, Mike Brearley and Greg 
Chappell. 


HEN ONE TALKS OF WOULD 
caainp.onsuip:> it is blood spurts 
liKe boxing tiiai puzzle the spuriiug 
entnusiast. Yei it we were to nave 
cricket, s world cnanipionstnp 1 oaro- 
say the Indians' proposed tour to tnc 
West indies winch now stands can¬ 
celled would nave been tnc 1960 
cnallenge for tnc Ltle After ail 
India have shown they were unbea¬ 
table at home in the last two scries 
with Au^ralia and I’akistan. Tne 
West Indies have been irresistible in 
the.r battles with Australia in recent 
times. Clive Lloyd’s magnifioent men 


arc now tackling the New Zealanders 
—they should win the series, even 
though the amazing Vivian Richards 
has headed home to nurse that torn 
thigh muscle which hardly seemed to 
worry him as he strode the Austra¬ 
lian summer like Bradman revived. 

India and the West Indies have 
brushed aside their challengers with 
a flick of the batt.ng glove. Australia, 
quite frankly, were demoralised bv 
Lloyd’s team. And remember this 
was a full^trength Australian unit, 
not the sort of second eleven field^ 
for the last three series. 



Richie Benaud, Australia’s captain 
then, offered the .. opinion that 
Lloyd’s team was best, lue baiting 
of Worrell’s team be praised andae 
knowiedged it was mayOe inarg.nally 
better than this 1960 combination. 
But the bowling...of course this team 
with its four pacemcn, all of them 
express except the giant Garner who 
has his own difficult attribute ot 
great height, had the edge there. 
Benaud said. “When I look back 
now I can say with a bit of a wry 
smile bow lucky we were we had 
only to contend with Wes Hall.’’ 
That 1961 side used Chester Watson. 
Worrell himself and Sobers with the 
new ball. And there was Ramadh n 
and Valentine. Varied certainly, but 
incapable of applying the pressure 
Lloyd can demand from bis com¬ 
bination. 

What captain could ask for more, 
on a flat, dry wicket, classified as 
good for batLng, then four bowlers 
who allow him the atxackmg luxury 
of the 'umbrella field’ for all of a 
ggme. Tfiat's what happened in that 
Adelaide Test when Ausuralia crum¬ 
bled so ignomifijously. 

Then there is the batting. Haynes, 
a little dynamo, wno loves to cuv and 
flick oflf his toes. Grecnidge, the 
batsman with the bambune arms, 
relentless, tight in defence, a thund¬ 
erous bitter who loves the cover- 
drive. Richards, the nondialant 
gum-chewer, the efiFortless sweep of 
the giant bat that sends books, cover 
hits and cuts skidding away to crack 
white paint off the pickets. Kalli- 
charran, tiny, but what flair and 
grace as be seems just to caress the 
ball away so fast the fielders do not 
have a chance. Rowe. Lawrence of 
Jamaica, a graceful stroker. Llo.vd. 
older now, but a giant who can turn 
a game in a flash of his three-and-a- 
half pound bat. Murray, his lieute¬ 
nant, dependable in a crisis. 

This is the best team in the world 
—^wbidi India could have discovered 
had they passed from those dusty 
pitdies which seem to have mesme¬ 
rised Australia and Pakistan to those 
in the Caribbean where the bounce 
and cut favovf Roberts, Holding 
Garner—and especially the giant 
Colin Croft. 

I NDIA IS THE RIGHTFUL CUALL- 
enger—^England under Brearley 
achieved muen when the world’s 
cricketing nations were playmg with 
players reputations and scalding 
them for their dealings with Mr 
Packer. True, England biumed many 




—Amiss, Underwood. Greig, Knott. 
Woolmer. Interestinglv ' though 
Amiss was at the end of ^ career 
anywav- Greig, despite his record, 
has liever really seemed the 
champion the figures say he must 
have been. Taylor was always re¬ 
garded ' as good as Knott, Botham 
was a splendid replacement for 
Greig, Boycott came back for Amiss 
and Woolmer. Underwood was pro¬ 
bably only the one Brearlcy 
missed—supported by his selection 
in this current England team in 
Australia. This is not a good England 
team. They came to Australia re¬ 
luctantly. They came to complain. 
One felt they were perhaps more 


a second rate gamn was used as a 
■major influence on a Test batting 
line-up. Brearley himself went down 
as low as No. 7. Extraordinary. 

I can only imagine the despair that 
must have wrought within the Eng¬ 
land ranks. There wes Brearley’s 
much-reported verbal fight with Boy¬ 
cott before the second Test, and 
another late in the one-day series. 
The England selectors persisted with 
veteran paceman Bob Willis even 
though he managed only three Test 
wickets at nearly 70 apiece. Rcndall 
failed dismally, so did Gower except 
for his marvellous 99 in the Sydney 
Test. What a pity! Gower, such a 


alone keep bowling out sides. Here 
Brearley hed to use him time and 
again in exhausting spells one upon 
the other as first Willis, then the 
young Dilley failed to keep on the 
pressure England so dearly needed 
in the fight with Australia. Who 
knows though—Botham soon may be 
able to regulate his own aupuarances 
ui the bowling crease—he alone 
appeals as the new England captain. 

H OW STBANGE IT WILL SEEM 
an England captain who leads by 
example. There will be an endless 
stream of excuses for England's 
thrashing at the hands of Australia 
here this summer—the programme. 




RodtMV MarOi (left) it the beat wicket-keeper in the world and Dehnia Lillee ie atUl the greatest fast bowler 


occupied with.ichanging the rules to 
suit themselves than getting on with 
the business of winning. 

Brearley, by his own admission 
captaining the side for the last t.me, 
chose toi juggle vdth batting orders. 
Because Peter Willey slashed suc¬ 
cessfully in the one-day games batt¬ 
ing at No. 3, BrearleV us^ him there 
in the Tests. He diose to experiment 
with Randall in the first tour game. 
The Perky Randall came' off, thrash¬ 
ing Jeff Thomson all around the 
Gabba ground in Queensland.' Again, 


gifted stroke-maker, does not seem 
blessed with the gift of tempera¬ 
ment. 

This is an England side on the 
wane propped up by the 40-y«ar-old 
Geoff Boycott in the batting deiwrt- 
inent; blessed with not a truly fast, 
bowler, nor it seems is there one on 
the horizon Underwood, Miller, 
Emburey and Willey may prove 
England's bowling strength in times 
ahead. With Botham of course. A 
magniheent player, a magnificent 
competitor—but how long can he 


with its departure from the traditio¬ 
nal build-up games around the coim- 
try prior to Tests will be the most 
stress^, what it stresses is the en¬ 
ormous gulf between Australia, 

England and the champion We.st 
Indians in the Test match arena. 

Australia, more so than England, are 
rebuilding. 

That of course is no excuse for 
the appalling display against the 
West Indies. But in the six Tests, 
three against England and three 

against Lloyd’s team, the national 







Vh^n Richards — the effortless sweep of the giant bat that sends 
hooks, cover hits and cuts skidd^ away to crack white paint pff the 
pickets 


selectors tried just on 20 players. 
This is unheard of in Australia—ex¬ 
cept for the two seasons when 
Packer appeared which prompted 
them to call on very nearly 40 differ¬ 
ent players in three senes. I can 
recall players with good records 
being given chance after chance after 
failure. 

Teams were once chosen on faith. 
After all, if the selectors sacked play¬ 
ers abruptly, would it not be an ex¬ 
pression of poor judgement on them¬ 
selves? 1 thought one of the more 
promising players unearthed in these 
Tests was the opener Wiener. He is 
a tall right-hander who gets right 
behind the ball and keeps nicely side 
on. He was solid without the success 
of Bruce Laird, but mainly against 
'England. He was unable to handle 
tbe pace of the West Indies in the 
end and his performance in the third 

0 


Test at Adelaide was not what I’d 
call courageous. Yet he was dropp¬ 
ed for the last Test against England. 
A pity, I thought, as it might have 
been the chance to get him back 
some of the oonridcnce Roberts and 
Co sapped. In this rebuilding, one 
hopes Laird and Wiener will be re¬ 
tained. To me they look the sort of 
combination we’ve not had since 
Lawry and Simpson. 

Ian Chappell was brought back and 
he coped well against England, but 
Roberts and Holding, superb in pace 
and direction, worried him badly. 
An example; In the Adelaide Test 
against the West Indies, Roberts 
very nearly took off Chappell’s hel- 
meted head in the first innings, hitt¬ 
ing him in the shoulder. The second 
Holding’s bouncer had him caught 
behind. Against England, a week 
later, Chappell was hooking Botham, 


Willis and Lever in front of square- 
leg. And I recall in 1975 Chappell 
hooking successfully against Roberts 
end Holding. Surely they have not 
got faster in those five seasons. One 
must regard Ian Chappell simply as 
a stop gap and hope Kim Hughes or 
Allan Border will progress enough to 
undertake the pressures such a spot 
in the batting order applies 

Hughes worries me still He has 
played some splendid cricket this 
summer, lovely cuts, staunch defence, 
snappy footwork to the slows. He is 
promoted to No. 4 because Greg 
(Jhappell • is injured. He looks in 
touch. It is a wonderful time for 
him to apply himself to the task of 
forging a lead big enough over 
England to ensure Australia doesn’t 
have to bat last on a pitch keeping 
lower and lower. With two overs to 
tea he and Border arc in complete 
command. Brearley surprises by tak¬ 
ing the second new ball Hughes 
surprises even more by trying to hit 
Botham out of the attack after one 
ball. A lofted off-drive straight to 
Underwood. Botham laughed — no 
wonder. 

Greg Chappell, limping terribly 
from a knee strain and ill with 
lonsilit.s, had to come in minutes 
before tea, against the second new 
ball. Border, it seems to me, has 
the temperament for No. 3 but not 
the technique. Too often this 
summer the West Indies and England 
quickies have had him snared in the 
sl.p-gully region But he is a real 
fighter and certainly relished the 
drop to No. 6 when Ian Chappell 
was brought back. 

Marsh i.s still a wonderful ’keeper. 
I’d say unquestionably the best iri 
the world. Lillee is still the greatest 
fnst bowler. He dropped his run 
back to about 12 paces ar so this 
summer and mostly concentrated on 
ujovement in the air and off the 
pitch. Now he is past 200 wickets 
in Tests. I’d sav he has at least two 
mor« .seasons. But he will lack a 
true pate back-up. 

Pascoe is temperamentally unfit, as 
evidenced by his ridiculous bating 
of the batting genius Richards in the 
Adeliade Test when he slow hand- 
clapped him for playing a forward 
defence. He was no-bailed continu¬ 
ously all sea.son yet failed to come 
to grips with what is simply a series 
of bonuses for the opponent. Hogg 
seems to be a has-been, worried by 
fitness. Thomson, too, is ailing, pro¬ 
bably finish^. 

That leaves Dymock and what a 
wonderful season he’s had. Another 
28 wickets. A great workhorse. 
Perhaps he will take the new ball 
with Lillee for a while 

In spin Australia realW has no one 
except perhaps Higgs, the leg spinn¬ 
er, but he has pullM away from the 
proposed Pakistan tour—perhaps his 
way of slapping the selectors' faces 
for the ternhle treatment they meted 


out to faim this sumiuet. 

PAKISTAN TOO HAVE COME TO 
1 tbe end of an era that was very 
probably its finest in Tests. AltbouKb 
It seems to me the Bombay Test, 
which India won so'handsomely, was 
not the true guide many hopeid it 
might have beed. A dusting pitch 
and again the Indian umpires were, 
the centre of some dispute—a situa¬ 
tion that seemed to prevail somewhat 
during Australia’s recent losing tour 
Of course such ingredients are pre¬ 
sent in any country. Even here 
where the pitches are hard and true, 
mostly. There have been times when 
they have been slow and turning. 1 
remember Adelaide Oval one season 
took on a roddish hew after being 
green for many sea.sons. Coincidental¬ 
ly, it was about the lime the lamous 
South Australian spin twins Mallett 
and Jenner were peaking. And, ot 
course, Australian umpires have lung 
been the targets of touring captains. 

But Pakistan seem to be ou the 
skids. Asit IS talking of going and 
he has been such an intiuence iii the 
gi'cal yeans. Majid seems more cai'c- 
less than ever—how ite loves to 
crack at that ball wide oH the stumps. 
Zaheer— I wonder if lime has caught 
up with his eyes Miaiidad is a llashy 
ty[H;. Haroon Bashi<l — whatever 
happened to the man who tamerl 
Lillee once. Raja i.s a likely type. 
Imran would seem to need pitches 
with bounce. Bari must Ik* near the 
end. Sikander would seem to ho 
more expert at kicking out slumps 
in displeasure than he i.s in hitting 
them with excellent <leln cries. 


Heavens what is thus non.seii.se that 
has come over the cricket world, this 
hitting oil bails and kicking over 
wickets. It must be stopped. That 
in itself is evidence of the decline of 
the Pakistan side. There is no con 
irol. The wonderfull asset of the 
West Indies is they are a disciplined 
team—and once thire was no more 
excitable team than the West Indies. 

Ian Chappell’s great team was 
disaplined too. Pressure cannot be 
maintained if bowlers arc venting 
their feelings about doubtful deci¬ 
sions. Rather, they tried concentrat¬ 
ing on the next ball, concentrating 
to induce another ill-considered shot 
from the batsman. Imagine a bats¬ 
man’s delight at nut only being let 
off by the umpire but seeing that 
the bowler has lost his thread of 
thought. 

Perhaps the best judgement of 
Pakistan will come soon when Austra¬ 
lia undertakes a reduced tour. 
Australia will be close to strength, 
but the cut in games will not belp 
them adjust to the strange pitches. 
It is so long since New Zealand have 
been on the Test scene one can only 
suggest they will still be weak. 

A nd so to india, who des- 

pite -considerable shuffling with 
the role of captain and the demise of 
the great spinning combinations, have 
survived to win—and win well. 


Helmets 

are 

essential 

MIKE BREARLEY 

E ver since the first hel- 

met was worn by a batsman, 
there has been a tremendous con¬ 
troversy among cricket pundits 
regarding the propriety of using 
it. Incidentally, 1 was the first per¬ 
son who regularly wore a helmet 
and 1 was the one, with Tony 
Greig, who went to a man in Not¬ 
tingham who designed a skull 
cap and I wore that. 1 am very 
pleased that has been developed 
into something more substantial. 
I think it you arc going to play 
against top-class fast bowling, or 
fast medium, every now and again 
you are going to make a mis¬ 
judgement, whether it’s off a good 
length bull or a short ball. If it’s u 
guud-leiigtb ball you might get 
out or play aud miss. But if you 
plav and miss off' a short bull you 
might get out or play and miss. 
But if you play and . miss off a 
short ball it coulcl hit you in the 
temple, or on the face and you 
could be really seriously hurt as 
Nari Contractor was hurt by Char- 
Ue Griffth and as others have 
been. And 1 can’t see the point 
of that, just can't. It’s a sport and 
you want to get into line, take 
ever^oue on and it seems to be so 
stupid to get that kind of injury. 

The Bombay wicket certainly 
warranted more Indian players 
wearing helmets (only Sharma and 
Gliavri did). It was a bouncer wick¬ 
et like the one we had played on in 
Australia. Wearing a helmet gives 
people extra confidence and it’s 
also a sensible safeguard. 


But it must be remembered they 
bt'at Australia’s second team. They 
have beaten a Pakistani side that 
seem.s leaderless and almost as com¬ 
plaining as Drearlcy’s Englishmen 
here. But...there is Gavaskar, the two 
V’s Vengsarkar and Vishwanath, the 
.so promising Kapil Dev. They will 
surely be the mainstays of this 
Indian side. And perhaps Cbauhan 
and Kirmani. 


When India last visited the West 
ndics. there was much blood-spitung 
It Sabina Park when Michael Hold- 
ng and company made terrifying um 
if a ridge on the newly-laid turf, 
ndia would have had to face no less 
f they had gone to the Caribbean 
his time. 


Croft would have worried the most. 
Garner too. Croft has a wonderful 


Hie only argument I have hurd 
against wearing it that's been 
persuasive enough was given by 
Viv Richards. He said later tbat 
he liked to have tbat extra friss¬ 
on of excitement about the danger 
of the ball hitting him. Otberwu^ 
he might start hooking every alpg- 
le thing that came down. But he 
Is such a ipreat player that be pro¬ 
bably needs nothing to worry ab¬ 
out tbat sort of thing but for most 
of us. almost everyone else, the 
helmet is a sensible thing. 

The other thing about the hel¬ 
met is it gives you more confiden- 
ee to play the hook. It doesn't 
have to be a very quick bowler to 
hit you if you try to hook and 
miss. And besides, players just as 
often get hit while ducking. We 
played at Melbourne on a slow 
wicket and Graham Gooch got bit 
wn the temple by a Lillee bouncer 
which didn't bounce when he due 
ked. That could have killed him 
but he hardly felt it with Ms 
helmet 

I am totally committed on this 
and I think it's very foolish foi 
most players not to wear them. 
One thing that pleases me Is bow 
universal the acceptance has be 
come among English, Australian 
and most of the West Indian play¬ 
ers, in the light of the ridicule 
that was poured when 1 first start¬ 
ed wearing mine. It just makes 
me think one mustn't take ridicule 
too seriously. 


And one more point, the 
Saturday before we left Melbour¬ 
ne it was reported that two chil¬ 
dren had been killed, hit on the 
road playing club cricket. Just 
imagine being the mother or tbe 
father of a diild who, goes off to 
play cricket and doesn’t come 
back. So 1 can’t see why more 
Indian players don’t use them. 
It just may be because they are 
not readily available here. 


record in the West Indies and is a 
disturbing bowler. 

With Croft is Garner, who is relent¬ 
less. And there are Roberts and 
Holding. And, to handle this terrify¬ 
ing team there would have been 
Clive Lloyd. Lloyd will slay, I have 
no doubt, and to prove he leads the 
world’s most chilling cricket combi¬ 
nation, he will lake this team, to 
England, seeking tbe final victory— 
the fate of the New Zealand tour 
notwithstanding. 

And it is on that note that I would 
say that had India played the West 
Indies and won, they could have 
stood up and claimed cricket’s world 
champion.ship. Paki.stan and /Viistra- 
lia made exru.se.s after ' -■’i.-j. but 
had the West Indies bi'en ..hkiO .red, 
it would have been like a lightweirht 
beating Muh.:>niaad Aii. 



Sportsworld Exclusive 



MICHAEL MELFORD 

I AM NOT SURE THAT ANYONE 
* is fully qualified to be dogmatic 
about whi^ are the best players in 
the world, except in such eras as 
that of Don Bradman. Who has seen 
all of them in their prime and bat¬ 
ting on all types of pitches? One can 
only make asse.ssments on the evi¬ 
dence of how they have played on 
reasonably good pitches. 

There seem to me to be four play¬ 
ers of outstanding class at the pre- 
.sent time—in alphabetical order Greg 
Chappell, Sunil Gavaskar, Graeme 
Pollock and Vivian Richprds. 

Of these, one can exclude Graeme 
Pollock who, as a South African, is 
prevented from playing in the top 
class. But I saw him making some¬ 
thing like his sevcInCh Currie Cup 
100 of the season last March in 
Johannesburg and he made it as well 
as ever—with that majestic left- 
handed power and effortless timing 
which has reminded older watchers 
so much of Frank Woolley. 

Pollock, incidentally, has had an 
unusual career, fur when he bad 
trouble with his eyes some eight or 
nine years ago, he took to playing in 
glasses. In these he found it difficult 
to focqs the ball on first coming to 
the wicket. After several unsuccess¬ 
ful seasons he was expected to retire 
but he discarded the glasses and 
immediately began to make hundreds 
of runs again. He still does—after a 
somewhat exploratory start to an in¬ 
nings. Last March his partner, Clive 
Rice, came in soon after him and 
made 20 while Pollock was scoring 
six. Not long afterwards. Rice was 
^ and Pollock 60. 

Of other possible contenders foi 
a place in the world's best three 
batsmen, Clive Lloyd, not always fit, 
has not been tte player of old, 
though be played a more typical in¬ 


nings in the Adelaide Test against 
Australia recently. Gordon Green- 
idge, brought up in England though 
he plays so much in the West Indian 
mould, does not seem to be as good 
a player in Australia and elsewhere 
as he is in England. Geoffrey Boy¬ 
cott is not as consistent at the top 
level as he was, though he surprised 
everyone by playing with rare flu¬ 
ency in limited-over matches in Aus¬ 
tralia. Barry Richards has droppeo 
out of first-class cricket—by contrast 
with Boycott and others—^for the ex¬ 
traordinary reason, apparently, that 
he was bored with malting runs. 
What a waste of talent! 

So we are left with Vivian Rich¬ 
ards, Greg Chappell and Gavaskai. 
Chappell’s batting has a great charm 
about it and, ill though he looked for 
much of the nscent Australian sea¬ 
son, he was strong enough to attack 
Derek Underwood and upset his 
length in a way few, if any, could do 
a year or two ago. His footwork on 
these occasions was a joy to watch 
He misses little near his legs. Where 
he failed was against the fastest 
West Indian bowling. The short ball 
had him tucked up and some hook¬ 
ing too close to the body. Not many 
batsmen, of course, show to great ad¬ 
vantage against fast end accurate 
short bowling. 

Gavaskar’s superb 221 at the Oval 
made an immense impact on the Eng¬ 
lish cricketing public last yeai, not 
only because it was an innings be¬ 
gun and developed when India seem¬ 
ingly had no hope of avoiding defeat, 
let alone winning, not only be¬ 
cause of its technical perfection but 
because it revealed nostalgically an 
old, almost forgotten, quality. Not 
many batsmen in these days of 
too much limited-over cricket have 


the aUlity-to .dig in, conoentrpte gmd 
blend., dblenoe with ju^doUs attadc 
for hour after hour. 

Gavaskar's wonderful record in 
West Indies, his Test lOOs in Eng¬ 
land, New Zealand, Australia and at 
home speak for his soundness and 
adaptability on different types of 
pitch. Somehow h^ conveys the im¬ 
pression of being a complete bats¬ 
man, offering fewer rays of hope to 
bowlers than other great players. 

And so to the phenomenal Vivian 
Richards from Antigua where,I see, 
England are due to play a Test 
match for the first time next year. 
In the last three months, Richards 
has hobbled round Australia, denied 
the quick single by a hairline frac¬ 
ture at the base of the spine which 
has put him out of some matches, 
impeded him in all. Yet, having been 
patched up for the important match¬ 
es, he was in tremendous form 
throughout. 

So early does be see the ball, so 
quick are his reflexes that despite bis 
Infirmity he never seemed to be 
caught badly out of position, except 
on those occasions when he seems to 
find it all so easy that he does not 
bother to move the feet as the coach¬ 
ing manual recommends. He scored 
his runs at a great pace. Often he 
did not seem to have done more 
than make a leisurely reconnaissance 
when you would see that he had 
made SO. 

In county cricket in England, he 
does not have a record to match, say 
Geoffrey Boycott’s. His occasional dis¬ 
dain for conventional footwork is 
probably penalised by English con¬ 
ditions and by the amount which the 
ball moves. But he seldom fails on 
the big occasion. 

Watching him in Australia this 
winter, I was left with one particular 
impression of his method. He played 
the Australian fast bowling to a re¬ 
markable extent off the front foot. 
Perhaps in other days of faster pitch¬ 
es and steeper bounce this might not 
have been possible. But he has the 
gift of playing the ball on the rise 
and keeping it on the ground. Time 
after time one saw him drive at a 
ball clearly short of a half-volley and 
looked for it in the air. Yet the only 
times when it really was in the air 
were when he deliberately aimed for 
the wide open spaces over extra cov¬ 
er and mid-off—where Lillee,, for one, 
has seldom been hit—-and successful¬ 
ly found them. 

Playing as freely as he does, he 
was being compared with Sir Donald 
Bradman and Denis Compton among 
great players of other days. Like 
them, he has supeyb timing and he 
makes the ball go the length he wants. 
Basically, too, the three of them, for 
all their rani^ of strokes, have play¬ 
ed straight This perhaps is the sup¬ 
reme example which the great play¬ 
ers can set the young and asimog 
bfltsnuifii 



72 Greg Chappell in Bombay on way to Pakistan. His batting has great charm 
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SUNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR 
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Suni{ Gavaskar — only 26 short of 6,000 runs 
ISAAC VIVIAN ALEXANDER RICHARDS 
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Interviews 


Brearley: I can only 
be in as a captain 

Interview with AJAY KUMAR 


J OHN MICHAEL BREARLEY 
wasn’t m the best of riwods. He 
had just finished a long session batt¬ 
ing at the nets, he wasn't loo satis¬ 
fied with a (jnd besides hts back 
was giving him some trouble. And 
hardly had he sal down when some 
local enthusiasts gathered around 
and very poluely asked hm irritat¬ 
ing questions like 'Do, you take this 
Jubilee Test seriously?’ And then 
when a journalist tried to badger 
him for an inlervvew and seeing (hat 
ne was getting nowhere tried to 
praise Brearley, the English captain 
snapped: “/ think you are a booiy. 
you are trying to flitter me." When 
the joummist slUl persisted Brearl- 
py cracked: “ Will you stop talking 

at me?" He then thought for a long 
time and, in spite of his irritation, 
agreed to meet the Press the next 
morning at the nets and went inside 
the dressing room. 

Ten minuies later, he emerged m 
a cream pair of trousers and navy 
blue tee shrrt, hts feet comfortably 
esconced m o pair of kolhapunes. 
Mr. S. K. Wankhcde came over and 
together they went to have a look 
at the wicket. It was noticeable how 
totalty comfortable Breariey looked 
as Mr Wankhede talked to him with 
an arm ajfectionately thrown around 
his shoulder and, occasionally, even 
holding hands. Brearley believes ihat 
the British have become less stiff 
upper-lipped now. It certainly seemed 
true in his case. 

Physically, Brearley (38 on April 
28 this year) is not as slight as he 
^ks in his photographs. Almost six 
feet tall, swarthy, and with a luxuri¬ 
ous black beard which contrasts with 
hts predominantly grey hair, he 
speaks with great deliberatum in a 
soft, but strong voice. ‘Ayatollah 
Brearley’ the nasty Australian Press 
called him. Whi'e that’s rather too 
strong a comment on Brearley, he 
does have a temper and is not un- 
duly hcsislant to show it. 

While we moved towards a couple 
of cane chairs right, behind the n;ts 
where ‘Colonel Sahib’ (Barrington, as 
Botham called him) was supervising 
the nets, Brearley thought aloud: 
'The thing tv do is not to get irritated 
but—’ and he gave the reasons listed 
earlier. The interview began wi'h. 
seemingly, Brearley having regained 
his composure. 

This is how the interview went: 

S1*ORTSWORLD: Why did England 
lose 0-3 to Australia? 

BREARLEY : I think . Australia 
':ertainly played better than we did. 


They are a pretty good side. We were 
disappointed. 

SW : But Australia lost (k2 to West 
Indies. Are these margins a true re^ 
flection of the merits of the three 
teams? 

BREARLEY : No, no, I don’t think 
0-3 was a fair reflection of the mar¬ 
gin between us and Australia any 
more than 5-1 was last year. A small 
advantage in Test cricket tends to 
build up into a big advantage and 
make the result look wider than it 
actually is. 

We were disappionted, and dis¬ 
appointing. I think one of the worst 
blows for our side was that Mike 
Hendrick was Injured and had to 
be sent back. He was the best bowler 
wc had in Australia the last time 
(and also) Geoif Miller (who, too, 
was sent back). And I think Bob 
Willis struggled. 

SW: He didn’t find his rhythm at 
all? 

BREARLEY : No, and he didn’t 
have any luck at all. Certainly he 
(also) didn’t bowl as well as he has 
bowled (in the past). So, without him 



/ (fon t want to make that an 
excuse hut it is certainty true 
that we didn't have enough pre 
paration And when players hke 
Geoff Boycott and Derek Un 
derwood. who are the most 
experienced players, found it 
hard to get into therr rhythm of 
batting and bowling, it must 
have been harder for people like 
David Gower and others who 
are not so expertenced. 



No. I don't thrnk 0-3 defeat was 
a fan reflection of the margin 
between us and Australia any 
more than 5-7 was last year A 
small advantage m Test cricket 
tends to build up into a big 
advantage and make the result 
look wider than it actually is 

(at his best) and without Hendrick 
and with less good close catching, 
our real strength in Australia last 
year was the bowling and the catch¬ 
ing (and this) we lost. 

SW: And what effect did Botham’s 
relative failure have ? 

BREARLEY : He bowled ji lly well 
you know and he had to do a lot of 
the bowling. He got far more wickets 
than anyone else. He bowled very 
fast—oh, he bowled very well indeed. 
Now his batting was a disappoint¬ 
ment. He felt he had to take these 
fellows on all the time instead ot 
being prepared to build his innings 
more carefully and he threw his wic 
ket away. 

SW: How did you feel when you 
lofit the series, this being the lint 
series you lost as a captain? 

BREARLEY : Before it happened, 
I had thought that if i, if we, lost the 
series 1 would feel pretty miserable. 
But, in the end, 1 felt that it is a 
game of cricket, three games of cric¬ 
ket, and we had playe<i our best and 
we had lost. One of the losses was at 
Sydney on a rain-aflected wicket 
which, more or less, went with the 
toss (which Australia won). In fact, 
we played pretty well in the game 
and with a bit of luck we would have 
won it. In Perth, we batted badly and 
lost. At Melbourne, we got a brilliant 
start. Gooch and Boycott both batted 
beautifully and then Gooch got run 
out and Boycott got out to an absolu¬ 
tely brilliant catch—low and diving— 
by Ashley Mallett. Anyway, in the 
end, I felt we had done our best, we 
had enjoyed ourselves—had enjoy-, 
ed myself—and the losing didn’t feel- 
as bad as I had expected. 

SW: Did the defeat reveal any 
majm- defect in the English team? 

BREARLEY : I think I have al¬ 
ready hinted at that (when) talking 
about the bawling. And .the batting 




Mike Brearley, the England skipper, shanng a joke with htg team mana¬ 
ger, Alec Bedser (letf) and the assistant manager, Ken Barrington, 
during the Jubilee Test at Bombay 


has been suspect for a while. People 
have scored runs but they haven't 
scored them together. It hasn’t been 
solid enough. The most disappointing 
really were Gower and Randall And 
Randall especially because he did so 
well last time. 

SW: Do you think Gower haa 
realised the talent he haa got? 

BREARLEY : No. He’s only 22. 
He’s only just a learner in the game. 
He has got tremendous ability. He 
got that 200 against India last year. 

SW: One had thought that maybe 
that 200 would get Gower in the 
frame of mind buUd an Innings. 

BREARLEY : I know. I thought so 
too but it hasn’t come around. 

.SW: Does Botham’s being co-opt¬ 
ed as tour selector increase his 
chances of being the next captain of 
England ? 

BREARLEY : Depends on how 
well he does that job. (chuckles). 

SW: Well, you must be in a posi¬ 
tion to say now. 

BREARLEY : I can’t really say be¬ 
cause that’s not my domain, not my 
decision after all. Oh, he’s done well. 
And he has a very, very good cricket¬ 
ing brain. 

SW: Would you like to be con¬ 
sidered for the England beam this 
summer f 

BREARLEY : Yes. 

SW: Hadn’t you indfeated earlier 
(hat you may not want to? 

BREARLEY : What I said earlier 
was I certainly won’t be available to 
go on tour next winter and then I 
made the point that it is upto the 
selectors to make the change but 
they may well want to make it earli¬ 
er in the season. That’s still the case. 
All I safd now is that I’ve got the 
taste for it a bit more because I 
batted a bit better. 

SW: Would you like to be the 
captain 7 

BREARLEY : Well, they won’t pick 
me if I am not captain. 

SW: Before you went to Auatralia, 
and while you were there, you were 
very apprehenalve about the changes 
sought to be introduced in the game. 
In retrospect, what do you think of 
the changes 7 

BREARLEY : I thjnk a lot of them 
are good and some of them are nece¬ 
ssary. 

SW : But collectively 7 

BREARLEY : Collectively, it is a 
bit difficult to say overall, l would 
have thought the biggest risk was m 
providing too much cricket. Even in 
India that may be true. The Indian 
teain has played 17 Test matches in 
a period of seven months and that 
is too much for the players. It could 
also affect spectator interest—may 
be not —^in India, I don’t know 
enough about it and maybe the inter¬ 
est (here) is so vast it could still 
support so much cricket. 


And there are certain things I 
didn’t like about the tour. One was 
that there was no cricket between 
the Test matches so you can’t give 
the reserves a chance. 

SW: Did that affect the way you 
played the Test 7 Maybe you chaps 
weren’t prepared for the Tests. 

BREARLEY ; I don’t want to make 
that an excuse but it is certainly true 
that we didn’t have enough prepara¬ 
tion. And when players like Geoff 
Boycott and Derek Underwood, who 
are the most experienced players, 
found it hard to get into their rhy¬ 
thm of batting and bowling, it must 



/ don I know how / would rank 
Gavaskar Boycott. Greg Chap- 
pel and Richards Gavaskar, to 
me. IS the complete opening 
batsman, and Richards and 
Chappell obviously aren't. 

have been harder for people like 
David Gower and others who are not 
so experienced. 

SW: How do you view the change 
In the form of Boycott last year in 
Auatralia and this year 7 


BREARLEY : One thing it shows 
is that form is a very elusive thing 
and when you get it you want cash in 
on it. as he has done. And it shows 
what a wonderful batsman ho is. And 
I think perhaps he felt a little bit 
that he had less to lose. May be. to 
some extent, the one-day ciickot help¬ 
ed him because he had to play his 
shots and so his batting became unin¬ 
hibited. Although he wasn’t uninhibi¬ 
ted in the way, say, Richards is. And 
the other thing is that it is never 
too late to learn (chuckles). No, what 
I meant is it is never too late to 
come back and improve. 

SW: In the Australian season, 
were there any strains in the peace 
that had been worked out with 
Packer 7 

BREARLEY : A lot of people 
thought there would be bad ‘strains’ 
between the players, but one of the 
achievements of the tour. 

SW: Yours and the West Indies 7 

BREARLEY : Yes. as far as i know. 
There were hardly any antagonisms 
revealed and the tour matches were 
played with the same kind of compe¬ 
titiveness, with hardly any unfortu- 
mate incidents. And I think that is a 
very good thing. As far as the admi¬ 
nistrators arc concerned, I don’t 
know. They may be still bitter about 

SW: Looking back, would you say 
the Packer intervention was good for 
the game 7 

BREARLEY : I think, overall, yes. 

SW: But there are some disturb¬ 
ing trends there 7 

BIOIARLEY : Oh yes. The arrange 
ments of the tour for one thing. 

SW: What about the fielding 
circles 7 

BREARLEY : 1 think they are 

worth a try but wc just never t iea 
them. Night cricket is very great 




very exdtiof. No drawbacks here, 
except (for what it does to) one’s 
rhythm of life. 

No. 1 think on the whole, while 
one may not like the (radio and TV) 
commercials, one may not lUm to 
have advertisements around the 
ground, one may not like so many 
cars on the streets but you are not 
going to go back to the 1890s 
horse carriages are you? I am afraid 
It is something we will have to make 
the best oS. 

8W; 1 was lalkltig to Mr 
Woodcock e# the Ttaie^ yeatenlay 
and he fcU that it was ctew 
whether cricket was running tele¬ 
vision or whether It was the other 
way around? 

BREARLEV : No, I don’t think 
that’s correct but one has to watcii 
against further inroads. 

SW: So this Is the optimal sKua- 
thm you'd like matters to be at? 

BKEARLEY : Oh I don’t know. I 
think one says that each time (chuc¬ 
kles). You know in life you can’t 
think of things as fixed, things are 
fluid. I think you can’t say things 
are going to be the same three years 
from now. The thing to do is to go 
into it with an open mind, without 
throwing away things that you value 
and without turning a blind eye to 
things that are new. One good thing 
IS that people are watching cricket 
and more money is coming into the 
game and some of that money i.s go¬ 
ing to the players, who, for a long 
time, were very badly paid. 

The new experiments with field 
placing were good and 1 don’t mind 
trying these but I didn’t want to try 
it with teams that had played it. 

SW: xou didn’t object to It in 
prinaple f 

BREARL£Y : In principle, I had 
some doubts about it but they wcie- 
n’t in doubts that I would rule it out 
at all. I’d like to see how well it 
comes out in practice. 

Also, we made two definite propo¬ 
sals to them to improve the system 
of field circles. Instead of having 
circles so that mid-off and mid-on are 
in line with the stumps, we suggest¬ 
ed (he draws out his suggestion 
which shows he wanted an arc e ach 
behind the stumps on both sides and 
straight lines joining them) so that 
you could have cover-point iu the or¬ 
thodox position and mid-ofi also, 
some 40 yards from the bat, not 30. 
And they accepted that. So we have 
already made some improvements to 
it in principle without having ever 
played It. f'f 

The other thing we said was that if 
it was a rain-aflfected match it is un¬ 
fair for the side fielding second to have 
to keep their fielders standing close, 
considering that it has become a 
restricted game. 

SW: Would you like to soe tbeoe 
iunovatloiu introduced in Kiigiand 
this ■UBUnerT 

BREARLEY : I am in favour of 
that. Not all (the way) but I am in 



/ think, overall. Packer interven¬ 
tion was good for the game. 

favour of an experiment to be carri¬ 
ed out in one of the one-day compe¬ 
titions. 

SW: Did you meet Tony Greig in 
Australia ? What is be doing ? 

BREARI.EY : Yes. He is running 
an insurance company, doing a bit 
of commentating. He is making a 
lot of money (with a smile). 1 don’t 
think he has played cricket at all. 
though there was some talk of his 
turning out for New South Wales, 
and 1 don’t think he is coming back. 

SW: Could you compare Kapil 
Dev and Ian Botham? 

BREARLEY ; Well, fortunately, so 
far we haven’t .seen Kapil Dev make 
too many runs against us. (smiles). 
Hope he doesn’t do it yet. No, seri¬ 
ously, he is a marvellous cricketer, 
has great ability, uninhibited, great 
trier, lots ol guts, fine fielder. So is 
Ian llotham. 

SW: You figured him out In 
England very welL 

BREARLEY : Well, he was griping 
and it all just went our way. 

SW: Is the West Indies team 
today unbeaiafoie ? 

BREAKlj!iV : Oh. no. New Zealand 
looks as though it will beat them, 
(same afternoon word came about 
New Zealand’s controversial win over 
the West Indies, tliough it must h-T 
remembered that West Indies were 
without Viv Richards and Anvl\’ 
Roberts.) No, I mean they are vcr.) 



We//, they wo nt pick me if / am. 
not captain 


powerful and Richards has bad an 
absolute field day. 

SW: When you took over oa cap¬ 
tain. you wrote that yuu saw youndf 
as a 'cliorua leader' In Greek piaya 
— waKtng and watcblng as a a.op 
gap until a new king emerged. Do 
you see youraeif In a leas modest 
role now? 

BREARLEY : I think those attri¬ 
butes arc important—waiting and 
watching. No, 1 don’t think 1 think 
myself as that. I don’t think 1 saw 
myself as just that. 1 only said 1 did¬ 
n’t see myself as ipng. 

SW : Like Tony Greig 7 

BREARLEY : Yes, his imagery of 
(captaincy) was in terms of ‘in my 
reign’. And 1 would never think of it 
in those terms. 

SW: But you never thought you 
would be any less assertive with the 
players ? 

BREARLEY : No, 1 think people 
know I’ve ray ideas about how it 
should be done and I am pretty firm 
and clear about it. it’s a different 
form of assertion, a different style. 

SW: Has the team sidrit of your 
boys suffered after the defeat ? 

BREARLEY : Basically, the spirit 
is good. (But) 1 think on any tour 
you have little ups and downs. And it 
you lose, there is always a tendency 
to try and understand it. And when 
you try doing that, one of the things 
you ask is why haven’t we played as 
well as we could have ? Occasionally, 
you get little bits of bitterness com¬ 
ing out, people saying things that 
hurt other people. Occasionally you 
have senior players saying the young¬ 
er players haven’t played profession¬ 
ally enough and the younger players 
feel there wasn’t enough good cap¬ 
taincy or management. All I can say 
is that players haven’t lost faith in 
each other and that’s the most im¬ 
portant thing. 

SW: Garry Sobers said recently 
that he rates Gavaskar as the best 
bat in the worid, above "Vivian 
Richards, Greg Chappell and Geoff 
Boycott. Would you like to comment 
on that ? 

BREARLEY : (Thinks for almost 
, 5 seconds) I don’t know how I would 
lank those four players. Gavaskar 
to me is the complete opening bats¬ 
man, and Richards and Chappell 
obviously aren’t. 

SW: But Gavaskar often stays on 
and then you see klm la a dlfferer 
role. 

BREARLEY : Yes. That’s perfectly 
true. The thing about him 1 thought 
last year was the tremendous ability 
he bad to hit the bad ball for four 
early in the innings. If it is a half¬ 
volley it goes for four. His balance 
is perfect, he is a much better mod¬ 
el for a young cricketer than Viv 
Richards. I don’t think I’d like to 
say anything more on that subject. 
Right, now. (On that note, with a 
smile, he switched o the recorder), 
smile, he switched off the recorders). 


Botham: 
Records 
don't 
bother me 

I AN TERENCE BOTHAM, BORN 
November 24, 1955, is one of the 
moat excking cricketers in the world 
today. He made his Test debut in the 
home series against Australia in 1977 
and has very first Test, took five wic¬ 
kets. In the 24 Tests since, he has 
taken more than five rvickets in an 
mrungs on 13 other occasions to have 
a havi of 139 wickets at 18.52 a piece. 
His best bowlmg figures were in the 
Jubilee Test against India where he 
took 13 wickets for 106 runs. 

In every way, the Jubilee Test 
was Botham’s Test. In taking his 13 
wKkets, seven of which came in an 
unbroken 26-over spell in the second 
inntngs, Botham showed the full ran¬ 
ge of his bowling armoury—the late 
out-swinger and tn-swinger, the cut¬ 
ters, the slower ball, the yorker, the 
short and inlimidatmg bouncer and 
the one that rose from a short of 
good length. At all times, he was at¬ 
tacking and enjoying himself. Once 
when he threw a ball that David 
Bairstodf had to run back a few paces 
and catch, Banrslow gave him a long 
lore. Botham laughed and, to show 
e couldn’t help throwing k hard, 
flexed his muscles at Ba&stow. 


Botham is big—six feet plus and 
all muscle. When I interviewed him 
at the Taj Mahal hotel swimming 
pool, he was wearing only his bricis 
and one could well tmagme the bru¬ 
tality with which he must have play¬ 
ed his famous innings at Leeds last 
year against India. It’s his amazing 
strength that has enabled him, m the 
25 Tests he has played, to bowl in 
long stints and also score 1336 runs 
(sfe centuries) at an impressive 
average 40.48. He doesn’t have much 
of a back lift, but he is so powerful 
that once hit, the ball goes scudding 
to the fence. Botham thinks his 
Somerset mate, Viv Richards is 'in¬ 
credible, a freak’. It is perhaps his 
modesty that inhibits him from think¬ 
ing about himself in the same terms. 


SPORTBWORLD: Would you nte 
your peifonnance at Bombay a» the 
beat ever? 

BOTHAM: Probably one of the 
most satisfying in the sense that play¬ 
ing in India is always regarded as 
more fruitful for spinners than for 
the seam bowlers and it was very, 
very rewarding to get those 13 
wickets. And following up with a 
hundred was more than I had expect¬ 
ed to do. It felt really good because 
I hadn’t that sort of credit in Aus¬ 
tralia. I picked up a few wickets but 
I didn’t get the run, I should have 
got. So to finish the tour in style 
like this was very, very nice. 

SW: Was the Bombay wicket 
heb)fnir 

BOTHAM :Yes, it was a good 
cricket wicket, quite quick on the 
first morning, held its pace with the 
new ball for much of the game, it 
swung around a little bit. 1 think it 




The Bombay wicket was a tot 
quicker than anything in Austra¬ 
lia. / think it's a bit of a myth 
about wickets in Australia being 
bounder and quicker. They used 
to be. but they've slowed down 
a lot. In fact. / can only think of 
three or four wickets in England 
that would be quicker, though 
there'd be a lot o f the same pace 


might have started to turn towards 
the end of the game so really that’s 
the ideal Test wicket. 

SWj You didn’t think It wao a 
little too helpful for you? 

BOTHAM : On the first day. ves. 
There was a little bit of damp and 
the ball did a little bit off the wicket 
but even so I’d rather see wickets 
like that as a player—from the bat¬ 
ting point of view as well as the 
bowling—than seeing wickets that 
are flat and doing nothing. Quite of¬ 
ten. cricket has become a bit of a 
graveyard for bowlers and it is nice 
to see a wicket where the batsmen 
have to work a little bit harder. 

SW: Do you thlidt the Indians 
could have played you better? 

BOTHAM: ’There were perhaps a 
few loose shots played but one thing 
that a lot of people don’t realise is, 
or even if they do they don’t men¬ 
tion it, is that John Lever bowled so 
magnificent^ at the other end. Al¬ 
though be didn’t get the wickets, 
that I got, he still kejrt the pressure 
on. So they, probably began to won¬ 
der at one stage where the next run 
was going to come from. 

SW: Bpw would the Bmnbay 
wicket have compared to the best 
Bntflsh wtcket, from the point of 
view of your bowling? 

BOniAM : In England 1 like to 
play on different ground for differ¬ 
ent reasons. Some of them have ex¬ 
tra bounce, in some the ball swings 
more, so your way of thinking could 
be swayed variously, rve always 
liked playing at Hove, down in Sus¬ 
sex, because for some reason that’s 
a quick v'-'-kcc, it gives a bowler a 
chance a batsman who has jjst 
come in that the batsman has to 







work for half-an-bour or to and then 
no on to play some nice shots. But 
I enjoyed this Bombay wicket very 
much. Obviously (chuckles; if you 
do well you do enjoy it. 

8W : Was this wicket bounder and 
quicker than ansrthlnf you had play¬ 
ed In AttstrallaT 

BOTHAM : I’d .say, yes, it was a 
lot quicker than anything in Austra¬ 
lia. I think it’s a bit of a myth about 
wickets in Australia being bouncier 
and quicker. They used to be but 
they’ve slowed down a lot. In fact, I 
can only think of only three or four 
wickets in England that would be 
quicker, though thcre’d be a lot of 
the same pace. 

SW: You were surprined, weren’t 
yon? 

BOTHAM : I was very surprised. 
But there again I understood (why 
the wicket was so) a little bit because 
Kapil Dev and Ghavri have bowled 
so well for you and I thought they’d 
probably want to leave a little bit of 
grass on the wicket to encourage 
their own seaniers, which is good. 

SW: What do you think of Kapil 
Dev as a bowlerT 

BOTHAM : Kapil is obviously the 
best seanier you’ve produced in a 
long, long lime. You’ll have to go 
back years and years to find them 
better. I think he could be a very 
fine cricketer. He knows how to bat, 
he is a good fielder, he keeps him¬ 
self fit. 

SW: How would you rate him 
compared to youT 

BOTHAM : How old is Kapil? 22? 
Okay 21 plus. I’ve had a year more 
of ’rest cricket than him. But I have 
also played professional cricket since 
I was 15. so I’ve had that many more 
years of playing the game with pro 
fcssionuls and of learning the game. 
Still, Kapil could go a long way in 
the game. 

SW: How did it feel to be the 
first player in Test history to have 
hit a century and taken more than 10 
wickets in a match? 

BOTHAM: To be honest, records 
don’t really bother so much. I just 
go out there and play. Until the 
media told me I wasn’t aware that I 
was going to be beating Vinoo Man 
kad’s record for the all-rounder’s 
‘double’. Records don’t really worry 
me. And neither do they put any 
pressure on me. I just go and enjoy 
playing cricket. 

SW; What were your impressions 
of the spectators here? 

BOTHAM : I was a little bit sur- 
juised and disappointed that there 
weren't more people for the Test 
luatch. I know two Test matches had 
iicen played here but with England 
, .niing over, with all the success that 
nwiia has had over the last 12 

'\ths, 1 thought there’d be a big- 

: crowd. We had the crowds tor 
double-wicket competitioii and 
were nowhere qpar as many for 
' ‘cst. It was disappoi,iting. But 
l> !lv the Indian crowd and the 



Kapil is obviously the best sea- 
met you've produced in a long, 
long time You'll have to go 
back years and years to find 
them better / think he could be 
a very fme cricketer. He knows 
how to bat. he is a good fielder, 
he keeps himself fit 
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Indian people very much switched on 
with cricket, very keen and they 
enjoy it 

SW: Were you satisfied with your 
performance In AustrallaT 

BOTHAM: I think I bowled quite 
well. Got 19 wickets in three Tests, 
so I was quite satisfied with that. I 
was a little bit disappointed with my 
batting until the last Test—I was im¬ 
proving on my batting as the tour 
went alone. I don’t know why but I 
wasn’t batting well: Perhaps I was 
getting little stale or maybe there 
was something wi;ong. Anyway, it’s 
C 9 me right again. I had to work quite 
hard at it. 


.SW: Perhaps you didn’t do well In 
Australia because you took the attack 
on straightaway without trying to 
build up the innings. 

BOTHAM : Yes, I tended not to 
give myself the change to do that. 
Anyway, I think I’ve got to sort that 
out. 


SW: Are you perhaps a little bit 
more motivated against Australia 
than against other countries? 

BOTHAM : No, not necessarily, 
though it is nice to beat Australia, 
England’s old enemy, but even so it 
doesn’t really worry me who 1 ; 
playing against'wn^Mi I am playing a 
Test. So it’s an honour and I enjoy 
it. 

SW: How good a bowler Is Denms 
Lillee now? 

BOTHAM : He is a great bowler, 
one of the finest in the world still. 
He can do so much with the ball. He 
can be still quite quick with the new 
ball, although he has lost a little bit 
of pace. But then he can cut his run 
up and still bowl reasonably quick. 
His line, length and accuracy are in¬ 
credible. 

SW: As a bowler which batsman, 
or batsmen^ do you find It most frus¬ 
trating to bowl against? 

BO’THAM : Well, probably, the best 
batsman I’ve bowled against is Viv 
Richards. He can just take you apart 
and you can be bowling well. He is 
incredible, a freak. 

SW: Suppose you bowled as well 
as you bowled here? 

BOTHAM : I don’t know. I might 
have got him out, or 1 might not, bu 
he is certainly one guy who can des¬ 
troy you if he gets in and if it is his 
day, and you might be bowling at 
your best. 


OTT i Tvnai anoni uavasaarr 

BOTHAM: Sunny is probably...! 
was a little bit surprised the way 
played his first innings here. I think 
Sunny was a little surprised too 
(smiles). 1 rate Sunny as the be.si 
opener in the world at the moment. 

SW: But you’d stHl say you find 
Vlv Richards a little more dMcult to 
bowl to? 

BOTHAM : Richards always gives 
you a chance, he is a more attacking 
player and I am an attacking bowler 
and that is why I enjoy playing 
against him. 


















SW: As a tetsmao. wbkli fast 
bowler do yoa Boat respect? 

BOTOAM : Dennis Lill^ has got to 
be high up there and I rate Andy 
Roberts very highly, Michael Holding 
is very quick. 

8W: And spin bowlers ? 

BOTHAM: That's always been 
India'.s depurtment. I have played 
•igainst some great bowlers from 
India — Chandra, Dish. 

H»w dM yoa find Doshl T 

BOTHAM : He’s similar in some 
ways to Bish. I don’t think he is as 
good as him, though. Bish was like a 
machine, he used to just stroll back 
and then he'd come over, after over, 
after over. 

SW: Did Ooshi pose socne prob¬ 
lems for you here? 

BOTHAM : It (the wicket) didn’t 
turn ^ for him and 1 found he was 
bowling a little bit towards the leg 
side. I swept him quite a lot. But 1’<I 
never say any Test bowler won't 
tause you problems. He wouldn’t be 
playing for his country unless he’s a 
good bowler. 

SW: How do you fancy your 
chances of becoming the next captain 
of England T 

BDiiiAM: Honsetly, I haven’t 
really thought about it that much. 
I’ve enjoyed playing with Mike. 1 
think he is a very, very fine captain. 
It I get the job, yes I’ll enjoy doing 
it. But 1 am not going to worry about 
it too much. I’ll see how it happen.s. 



Dennis Lillee is a great bowler, 
one ot the finest in the world 
still. He can do so much with the 
ball. He can be still quite quick 
with the new ball, although he 
has lost a little bit of pace. But 
then he can cut his run up and 
stilf bowf reasonably quick. His 
fine, length and accuracy are 
incredible. 



Probably, the best batsman I've 
bowled against is Viv Richards. 
He can /ust take you apart and 
you can be bowling well He is 
incredible, a freak 


SW: Did you enjpy yourself as a 
tour selector? 

BOTuAM: Yes, 1 think it did me 
a lot of good, ,as well. It got me more 
mvolved, 1 thought a lot more about 
the game. Now it’s up to me. I’ll see 
what happens. If it (the captaincy) 
comes. I’ll take it. But I’m not going 
to lose any sleep over It. 

SW: Are you looking forward to 
the tour by the West Indies? 

BOTHAM: Yes, very much. They ■ 
are the only side 1 haven’t played a 
Test match against. I’ve played one-’ 
day internationals, played against a 
lot of their players in County match¬ 
es but not a Test match. 

SW: Where do you get your teixific 
competitioners tromf 

BOTHAM : 1 think it’s just the will 
to win, the will to do weU. I enjoy 
the game so much I want to be in¬ 
volved with the side. I suppose that’s 
where the drive comes from, I don’t 
know. 

SW : On the Hilrd day of tlw Bom¬ 
bay Test, you bowled a Z4-over qieU. 
Have you ever bowled so loag ? 

BOIVAM: 1 am not sure. I <x>uld 
have done it for my County at some 
stage. I wouldn’t have done it too 
often. 

SW: Were you ever tired to the 
comae of that spell? DM yon ever 
ask to be taken oB? 

BOTHAM: No, I didn’t ask to be 
taken off. (Smiles) I never ask to be 
taken off. 

SW: Do yon know any cricketer 
who Is more compeHtive Oum you? 

BOTHAM: There are a lot of play¬ 
ers who are very competitive. They 
have different ways of showing it 
You got to know people really well 


to know how competitive they arc. I 
know for a fact that Viv Richards is 
very competitive because I have 
played a h>t of cricket with him for 
Somerset There aren’t many Austral¬ 
ian players who are not competitive. 
In fact, there are many of them. 

SW: We don’t see them. Ton take 
last year's Oval Test We were on 
the point ot, may be winning It when 
you took n catek, ran a man ont 
hnd took a wicket 

BOTHAM : Yes, I know. 1 am a 
great believer in (the maxim) that 
no game of cricket is fver won or 
lost until the last ball is bowled or 
the last run is scored. Once it’s all 
over, you can sit down, relax, have 
a few beers or do whatever you want 
to do. But while it’s on, that’s what 
it’s all about. 

SW: How did your JMaing Hie 
MCC staff at the age of 15, help? 

BOTOAM: It helps in many ways. 
You get used to being in the field for 
a long time, you get used to wear¬ 
ing whites, it obviously helps. Seems 
to have done anyway (smiles). 

SW: Do yon ever get tired of play¬ 
ing cricket? 

BOTHAM : I get tired physically 
but I never have problems motivating 
myself. Any first-class cricket, or 
Test cricket, I enjoy it. 

SW: What advise would you have 
for young Indian bowlers trying to 
be the next Botham or KapU Dev ? 

BOTOAM: There’s only one way 
to learn and that’s to bowl. You 



Honestly. I haven't really thought 
about the England's captaincy 
that much, t've enjoyed playing 
with Mike. / think he is a very, 
very fine captain. If / get the job. 
yes I'll enjoy doing it. But / am 
not going to worry about it too 
much. /'// see how it happens. 
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might one day gel a wicket that's 
slow, and low and doing nothing. 
Then you've got to learn to bowl in 
a dmerent way on it. You never stun 
learning at cricket: That's the beauty 
of It. If anyone thought he had 
mastered the game of cricket, he’d 
Imd it a pretty boring game. You get 
a nought one day, a hundred the 

knowing 

what s going to happen, that's the 
great thing about cricket. 

SW: And yow eajoyneiit of crick¬ 
et hasn't gone down any. 

BOTilAM : No, if anything, I am 
enjoying it even more as I go on. 

SW: How would yon rate the dtf- 
*“ *•»* world today T 

BOTHAM: I’d put West indies and 
t^hen I d say there's not a lot to chose 
between the rest of the teams. They 
all have good days and bad days. 

SW: Australia T 

BOTOAM : Yes, they arc a good 
side. But I’d still not say (smiles) 
they are a better side than England. 

SW: What did yon ttiBik of 
Sandeqi Patur 

BOTHAM : He batted No. 5 ? Well, 
he didn't get many runs. I never 
ludge anybody on one showing. This 
guy has got runs so he must be a 
good player. 


SW: He doenft iriay a little too 
freely, does heT 

BOHIAM: He's only young. The 
thing is .you can always help a play 
er tighten up, you can never help 
someone play shots. If they can't play 
it, they'd never play it. Give the guy 
a chance and see what he's like in 
three years' time. 


SW: b there any way you'd like 
to taprove your own baMingT 

BOTHAM: My biggest problem is 
concentration. As I am getting older. 
I am finding it (concentrating) a 
little easier to do. If I can keep my 
concentration, then I'd be happy. 

SW; How many kinds of balk can 
you howir 

BOTHAM: I've got a pretty full 
bag of variations — ihe inner, outer, 
slower ball, quickei ball, bouncer. 


SW: Sonetbnes you bowl friMU a 
■holier run-up. Why? 

BO’TMAM: I do that for a lot of 
reasons. Sometimes it's because of 
getting a little tired (smiles sheeps 
ishly), sometimes to beat the bats¬ 
man's concentratioD. 


SW: Are ynu alwayu attaddug na 

BOniAM: Yes, I would say so, 
though there are times when you 
have to howl to OMitaln. But tf I have 
the dMfoe, I'd alWhys tike to attack. 

8W: Aai ao a latnmaa abot 
BOraAM: Yes, In many ways, if 
you are in trouble the best form of 
defence is to attadc. 

Interview with AJAY KUMAR 



Our staff photographer Nikhil Bhattacharya aiptures the howling action of IAN BOTH AH 
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ASIAN BOXING 

Medals, 

yes 

quality, 

no! 

RON HENDRICKS 

wuz ROBBKD, WE SHOU- 
Ida stood In bed.” No patent 
lights were secured for the classic 
remark coined by an American 
tight manager—cfoes it matter 
whether it was Joe Jacob or 
■Jake the Fake’ Mintz?—when a 
dcbalable decision was given 
against one of his pugilists and it 
has gained in popular currency 
through the years. 

The introduction of five judges 
instead of thiee has not solved the 
problem of controversial decisions 
—you can have electronic tiino- 
keepers to eliminate all pussihilitv 


of human error, but computerised 
judging machines arc not on the 
cards—and the variant of the “we 
wuz robbed” alleigation echoed 
through the Brabourne Stadium as 
thousands of disgruntled fight fans 
yelled, "the judges were fixed", 
when Ali Btix (Frisian) gained a 
split decision over India’s exciting 
new light-Hyweight, Birender 
Singh Thapa, on the final night 
of the ninth Asian Amateur Boxing 
championships, sponsored by Wills. 

Indeed it was a close cail 
between the two mighty atoms of 
the Asian arena, and one expected 
the decision to go either way, both 
Ali Bux and Thapa are good ring 
technicians. But neither possesse.s a 
lethal blow that can dispense with 
the verdict of the score-cards. 
Both stood up and' bowed as well 
as he knew. Thappa was more 
effective at close quarters, Bux 
more efficient at long range where 
his educated straight left repeated¬ 
ly pierced the defence of the 
square-on Thapa and earned him 
vital points. 

Each took a mandatory count, 
Thapa when he was dropped when 
oft-balancc and when he stopped a 
stunning right flush in the face. 
The Pakistani, who confirmed his 
Asian Games victory over Thapa, 


was lighter on his feet. Be bobbed 
and weaved, ducked and danced 
out of harm’s way and darted 
in with a strong counter-attack. 
Thapa could not slip inside Bux’s 
annoying left glove. But his two- 
fisted combination of punches at 
close quarters brought the house 
down. Regrettably, it did not 
turn the tide in his favour at the 
final countdown. And the crowd 
nearly went berserk with frustra¬ 
tion and dismay. 

Press clippings—and ringside 
observers have worked the “we 
wuz robbed” theme to death—are 
not the right ring alchemy to con¬ 
vert a silver into a gold, but they 
can provide much consolation for i 
Thapa who chalked up stylish 
victories over Korea's Chang, 
Zainal (Indonesia) and Japan’s 
Nakamura on his way to the final 
showdown with Ali Bux. But in 
this game one must learn to take 
the rough with the smooth. 

Fortunately for India, where the 
lighter men failed, the surprise 
packets, Badri Singh (light-heavy¬ 
weight) and Kaur Singh (heavy¬ 
weight) struck gold. And the ho.st 
nation finished with the impressive 
tally of two gold three silver anti 
five bronze medals. 

India fielded a full team of 11 
boxers, one in each weight cate- ' 
gory, for the first time in the 
championships and only welter¬ 
weight S. Moorlhi went home 
empty handed. Our best showmu, 
ever in a competition in which we 
won two gold medals Chandra 
Narayan (fly) and Mehtab Singh 
(light-heavyweight)—on our debut 
at Teheran in 1971. Mehtab was 
the last Indian to win a gold at 
Bangkok in 1973. 

But don’t jump to wrong 
conclusions because of these 
statistics. The quality of Indian 
boxing, centred round pugilists 
from the Services, has not sTiown 
vast improvement. On the contrary, 

1 believe that Narayan was a more , 
skil^l and scientific boxer than 
either Thapa or Amladas, outpoint¬ 
ed by Korea’s Jim Kim after two 
early knock-downs in the first 
round. Bob Lai (West Bengal) and 
Sammy Khatau and Isaac Menas- 
shey were outstanding flyweights 
before The divisions were split to 
include the light-fly, (he light- 
welter and the light-middle. 
Perhaps the greatest of the trio 
was Menasshey. 

Menasghe^ was an Indian Jimmy 
Wilde. He waa a flyweight who 
carried a atick oi dynamite in each 
fllOAred flit and it exploded with 
ittcli superb timing that fl# 
opponents were lummarily dismijji^ 

SM. ICenasshiw was on our boxing < 
squad for tno first post-War 
Olympic games in London. Me 
could not raise, the funds to pay 
for his expenses and he did nut 




sail with the contingent. A bene¬ 
factor or sponsor was subsequently 
found. Menasshey was flown to 
I London only to discover that he 
could not compete as his entry 
was not sutattitted. The hard-hitt¬ 
ing flyweight took that disappoint¬ 
ment in his stride and in the 
twilight of an illustrious career 
he won the gold medal at the 
Maccabi Games in Israel. 

J APAN FIELDED A YOUNG SIDE 
of university lads. They did 
nut shape as well as they had done 
in the previous championships. 
But they won a gold through south- 
1 paw ^jima, the conqueror of India's 
\ popular international, light-welter 
Bakhshish Singh, and a silver 
through middleweight T. Sokasai 
who was forced out of the conte-s' 
with Korea’s I Chung Park. 


adjudged the best boxer of the 
competition with an injured mouth 
after 1:31 of the third round 
Koba (fly) and Higuchi (feather) 
picked up bronze medals for them 

Some of the more sophisticated 
and scientific pugilists came from 
South Korea. who picked up a 
record number of eight gold 
medals when they hosted the 
second AABC in Seoul in WS 
They fielded eight boxers this time, 
H. Chang, outpointed by Thapa, 
and Y. Cho, stopped in his tracks 
in the third round bv Mongolia’s 
hard-hitting welterweight Battur, 
falling by the wayside before 'the 
semi-finals. They claimed three 
gold and three silver medals 

Eighty-seven btixers from 13 
countries parlioipaled in the 


Zeller: I'll 
haye 1,000 


sons 


/CANADIAN COACH 

Zellnr (SI) wun fagtatH p< 9 tt- 
iarity, TIm Indian boners ahouted 
itit tuune ajbng nrtth tbe mnehes 
Aftar the «nd the 
tliied ditf. wh$a IiMUn nyere narn «f 
IS hroaiet te was rotnrnoM from 
the sutfaM mdiea X cottftwited 
Zeller. “You pre right, rnf goltig 
to get a thousand strong sons in 
India’', lie told me. Daring the 
lunch break Td loM him that ho 


should not worry for his four sons 
who are in Canada, for la India. 



SadegM (Iran) on the podium holds a picture of Khomeini while the na¬ 
tional anthem of Iran was being played 



Zeller -halpad Ittdkit boxhv n 
great deal 




one gets back bis mother if he 
loses one. or hit son if be loses 
them. He has really, taken the 
Indians to his heart. 

Zeller i 
team was 
uttie 

jilSt' :_____ __ 

trodttoe “head himtaf^T iQdo hi 
Indian hoxhig. fbe Cwahi Me 
this srita. ana ttw ii^ gnt 1 % 
sulta,l M 

sihie pnrfoyn ta wo d . 

Indian MW 

'.^In 


_ *SSs *^e i a 

ibSSTC.- 

meainimr 
ns tWMfc 
tuna, tlm 

hot H ^ iniil 

do ndl)0olir t 
comet'tiaelest. 

is 100 per espt i. 
hope tMt NSNtd. 
and hetas me M 
stnndaro of Indtao 
told me after the 
Hb dedteatlon siMks for Itiel 

ASit B/hHERJEE ,V 


'25 







champlonahips which were 
splendidly organised thanks to the 
untiring efforts of Capt. Adajania. 
A Montreal-style right with an 
electronic time-Joeeper and elec¬ 
tronic judgment indicator loanoJ 
by Seiko, provided a genuine in¬ 
ternational settling the setting jn 
the Brabourne Stadium which saw 
many international contests in the 
balniy days when Teny Adams of 
the Rangers Club was considered 
to be the Jack Solomons of Indian 
boxing and put on some splendid 
promotions. And the boxers could 
not have asked for a belter 
response than they got on the final 
night from the capacity crowd. 
And despite generous sponsorship, 
the organisers are likely to be a 
lakh or two in the red. 

There were quite a lot of south¬ 
paws, the majority of them from 
Korea wlwso pugilists were 
smartly turned out in light blue 
vests and trunks. Iran disappoint¬ 
ed. But they have a shrewd 
exponent of the art in welter¬ 
weight, Sudeghi, who went from 
strength to strength and outpointed 
the crafty and Fleet-footed 
southpaw, Kamrun (Thailand) 
Their light-heavyweight Asadi 
promised much. He did well until 
he ran into India’s Badri Siugh in 
the final. The *wo-fisted attackin'; 
machine that was Asadi broke 
down against the su.stained Icfi- 
jab assault of the Indian. Asadi 
tired fast and Badri scored an 
unanimous verdict 

Mongolia, a late enti-y have 
some rugged and hart-nitting 
boxers. Featherweight Otgon 
Bayer, who took the measure of 
India’s Muthu Manoharan, outs¬ 
marted the wily Korean Min-Kun 
Oh, who had the spit and polish 
rubbed off him by the heavy 


One-man 

show 

INDIA CAN BE TRULY 
* proud of the manner in 
which the ninth Asian Amateur 
Boxing Championships had peen 
organised in Bombay. According 
to Mr. Surajit Sen, observer of 
the All Indio Council of Sports, 
it coulcT not have been better- 
The bouts had been held with 
clock-work precision. The com¬ 
petitors had been given Uie best 
pjssible facilities and this creat- 



Capt. Adjania — the life force of the 
ninth Aston Boxing cnampiomhip 


ed an impression among the de¬ 
legates that had come along with 
the respective teams. Rich 
compliments were showered, 
but one man towers above 
the others, Capt. Adajania, the 
organising secretary, in the list 
to be complimented. 


With • small band of waken, 
this young man shouldered the 
entire responsibilities for or- 
ggniaing this champioo^ip. A 
man of few words, he was seen 
everywhere, looking into the 
minutest details to ensuta the 
success of the championship. 

It was less than tour mcmfhs 
ago that the Vbderation of Asian 
Amateur Bcocihg urged the 
Indian Boxing Fetation to 
host this championship, when all 
other boxing federations of A^ 
declined the offer. Adajania 
took up the challenge- Through 
his persottal efforts and con¬ 
tacts, he got a few private com¬ 
panies and a public sector 
undertaking to come to his aid. 
The original budget was Bs.>9.9 
lakhs, but soon soared to 'Rs. 
7.5 lakhs. To fuUffl his promise, 
Capt- Adajania went to the ex¬ 
tent of mortgaging his house 
for Rs. 2 lakhs. This was ar 
security against any damage to 
the Seiko electronic equipment, 
which was necessary to maintain 
the best international standards. 
However, on the fifth day of the 
competition. Finance iMiniatry 
clearance came waiving. 

As matters stand today, Capt. 
Adajania is running a personal 
loss of almost Ra. I lakh. But 
during my stay in Bombay, hot 
once have 1 known him to feel 
sorry for himself, nor has he 
expressed bitterness of any 
kind- On the contrary, both ha 
and his wife were constantly 
concerned about the comforts 
and worries of others. 

ASIT BANERJEE 



Badri Singh (India) lands a right on the face of A. Asadi (Iran) 


punching of the Mongolian. 
Lightweight Batbileg—India’s pro¬ 
mising Ekamabaram was medically 
unfit and could not oppose him in 
the semi-finals—packed a hefty 
wallop in each hand and made 
short work of Korea’s D. Kim in 
the final, while Battur, who was 
battered into a bloody pulp by 
Kamrun, and Bayarasaihan scooped 
up bronze medals. 

There are no seedings in this 
sport. But no boxer in the 77 bouts 
can complain that he got the wrung 
end of the stick because of this. 
The lightfly was the most densely 
populated category and produced 
some attractive bouts. The heavier 
weights suffered from a paucity of 
entries. It was unfortunate that so 
many of the Indian boxers ducked 
low and used their arms like 
windmills. Some of them even 
suffered from a temporary frozen 
right shoulder. They used their 
right glove so sparingly. But 
Badri and Kaur did very well with 
their strong left hands to score 
unanimous decisions. 
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^ Up to tbe 
fttimA .tot 
Mcon w1t}> Ww. 
I flurinc the oox<* 
hl/Siiiurur, Piio- 
ik* hw aeid thot 
■■apt have the eelibra 
.^i.Ai4ui bocdnt 
panud WToag. 

Jaboiro DAY or 

[>n a new coloured 
coating Ra. 
>1Mnchaaed oy Ca|A. 
^ bnieAt.of liitt 
bozani ware able 
ir perfonnances and 
. aam pointed 'OUt.by 
Ote Prakaafa.' They 
I the bozera to ftad 

B iata- of other tcsaapa- 
e playtn were. 
,4 vety fOsasr ono 
that the,Ilians ahould 
re thia eguipincnt iince 
pUyeiii of diflierent 
ttiey. h;te .wlulng to 
.a hledfc and white one 
l^$:<WMeh w(^ coat in ,the wkhiity 
- »l,POO. The NIS director. 

Anand had aaaured nM^ in 
tooer, that he would give 
facilitlea to Zeller, One 
f^jidpte he l»ep hia word, 

Sj!W>itDnra' TO ^PROBV 
;.i;A)WW«r Choudhon, Secrctary> 
of ^ rederatten of 
^ Axaataut Btadag, thia 

has,virtually odou- 
d|ii pbaition of a ^ini* 
.world championablp. He thinks 
Vt'lwill grow even further, thus 
..hwkini .amateur boxing even 
; atronger. ThU year there wilt be 
'> a championship at Bangkok in 
Which many bi the leading box- 
.era criC the. world will participate. 
Jtet Indie cannot go as there is 
. a .ptdpbliied tour of Pakistan dur> 

. .‘ mg ' diet period. It certainly 
v'as a 'golden Opportunity for 
tndian . boxers to leant 
MJ^ifdiing... It remains to be 
•ten whai benefit we can de- 
Hve flcan the Pakistan tour. 

: HUBSIA BAS INTRODUCED 
a JUdMiig machine which will 
. ..rbeota afi punches. It will be 
4'..iljieed in the Olympics and the 
' itld ehampioiuhlp. The ma> 
» costtef $90,000 will reduce 
function of die judges who 
only liave to watch the 
puncbee. 

OLYMPIC 

CozOteittee , has aancUoned ntil- 
‘ liOna Qi( dulart for the nrooMH > 
Uon 'of Olyhipic Sperts an over 
the world. .Bokiiig got ita ehare 



.m. IteiinUtee 'in< 

. terteted, d|ioU» refti;^.||» KIC 
, .for su^^ teowtetn''' 

■ ■ \smo / oi ' " y »AD 

eiivtei im eleupG^ dii^l diner 
on‘ t ROe .Wm besii fbt the 
nhampiotehljliK clock was 

seen Ite |hA ilrst time in India. 
Seiko ha# a team of 

their ^ teclmiciaiie who not only 
tnatelled the aduipinent hut also 
opeiWied 'die machine durii^ 
the •bouts. Ai;, Seiko, was ap¬ 
pointed the offietel tkne-kM^r 
for the championship, the entire 
cMt including the heiidtt «f)d 
twlmiciens was homo diem. 
Besides this, Seiko iMd sent a 
donation of $8,000 as their cori- 
tribadtet towards the. cluUnpion- 
ship, 

. The timer, which wte a three- 
Caced clock, was hung above 
the ring and displayed the ac¬ 
tion time, rest interval and the 
current round. It also signalled 
the start-stop of the clock. The 
commands were handled by ml* 
cro-proeeseor. which allowed the 
funouens to be mepsorised and 
automated. The eioek was re- 
mote.^Kmtrolled by e console on 
the tiiTie-keepo's table. 

The boxing Judgement indica¬ 
tor was an electronic score¬ 
board which made public the 
total score given by each of the 
five Judges In cash of a points 
decision. The score-board was 
viWble from most ports of the 
stadhun. 

THAT THE CUUIANIBHRS 
were leaving no atones unturn¬ 
ed was evident when ohe went 
through the menu that was 
served to the competitors duc^ 
ing the championship. To cite 
an exBiQPte here la the menu 
tor. a day. BreakISlist Buffet :• 
Canned juice, porridge. corn<» 
flakes, poached eggs^ Scrwnhled ; 
;|g8. boiled dggi^ sahte chicken 
liver, cottage pie, haidi bipwn . 
potatoes, grilled tomatoes fre^ 
miit. tea and coffee. Lunch: 
Cold Cute on mirroxs, asrorted 
salads fried pomfret with tartar 
sauce, mutton rogan josh, vege¬ 
table pulao, aloo gobi, paiak 
paneer, dal wukhafsL nan^ para- 
dia, cucumber raitha,' achar, - 
chi;^ey, rice kbeer, fruit triffie. 
Well, it certainly is too much 1 

AFTER watching THE 
championship, I felt that the 
stele of the different csnuttnes 
differed from each other. - Those 
were es follows: KoreaThwe 
was no speciSc footwork, temar- 
kabla condBienfng. aggressive and 
trOraendoos' power. Mongolia: 
Pmmr boxing with slight 
werio' Japan: Their standard is 



TBB ntAQKS. AT GMt. 

ptent Qf.^iie^ ewft , .dsreitBie#,'. 

Bator, late In thafeeSMtonh^tlMr 
ktoBMdie# Chnt ihinr ha# eOBe 
bvar to Indto.to Ipaiwlpete lAtt 
Aslmis. gkt of. varar and fiMMl 
feelings towards Indla.>.'Bgft 
delegate from Sri Xatota ate# lia 
the amall end poor oOuittMte tmiw, 
hot their Mwpte iM' 

here. Qod knoM whet he toeaaitf 

THE (B?FiaATlN6 WM ^ 
oonsisteat. Even the ofltenllB'diil 
aotjtopfr^ » 

effort to their wmlE. A frw'etNala. 
followed dieiF own insdMts bn' 
stead of the mlm in tidilMi 
situations, nartkularly whan it 
camo to wamutfs, beUinfs, hitdiig 
behind the nedk. 

The decision of the Judges aih 
the iefetee, can be very raueiito 
end faulty. Boidag is e su^p^ 
Sport where It is importaut tut 
die decisions be given temrly. 
According to Mr Alte Vuhfruiima. 
mentoer of the Jwy: **1% deci* 
sieas are faulty dao to the w# of 
knowledge, gecmphical atosider- 
edoo tad poBdcel Wganemt.? 
With the introduction Of the Uew 
mncl^. ft is mmectad tbat it idB 
be eliminated to spum exteati 

THE 18.000 SfEOKO CEOm 
to a man, had no dmibt ttmt 
Tbapa. the Indian JArjau* had 
won. He fought weH aud 
^ thg vic^.^bidi the 
deprived him; 



-There was 

among the ■taiWmw* “te i_ 

taken place fa CMttte nr'tvub 
at Hyderabad, the dedaioa wmN 
have been reversed. .Ham Ita 

ss&r%w 

>!s;A££3LtSiiS 

tmabv. 

Auttondiaed tat* — 
Vte.«]ma!cte#..gt' _ 


gU' 

Mr Att 'tan lanmA 

of the MaihflaguSISad I ~ 
the .-aattifr i~ 
f raatrated i 
cefeteeiUS* 

ASfI-EAN|1li#Sf 
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iadrt Singh — helped India win lone of the two golds B. S 
^gekar (India) on the defensive against T. Sakasai (Japan) 


B. S. Thapa-unluckp 
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light welterweight M. 
Siddiq scored impressive victories 
against mediocre opponents on his 
way to the flnaL But he caught a 
real tartar in Japan’s Sojima. The 
Japanese outboxed his shorter 
opponent and did not allow 
Siddiq to bustle into him, while 
India’s Mulk Singh was bashed by 
the best boxer of the competition; 
Korea’s I. Chung Park. The Indian 
bronze medaUiatr—Ganpati iMano- 
haraiL Muthu Manoharan, 
Ekambarham. Bakshish and Halge- 
kar—could have shaped better if 
they used their heads. 

Brawn and courage have their 
place, but it is brain and skilful 
punching that tells its own tale in 
the end. And that's why I liked 
Iran’s Sudeghi so- much. Asia must 
produce more boxers like him to 
make an impact against the con¬ 
tinentals, particularly the east 
Europeans, the Africansy the 
Americans and the Cubans 
in the Olympic ring. As a preface 
for Moscow, the ninth AABO did 
not raise the prospects of an Asian 
gold medal. Pessimistic? No, Just 
tr^ng to be objective and putting 
things in their proper perspective. 

Pix Mukesh Paroiani 



ASIAN KABADDI 

India best 

ARIJIT SEN 

r «IDIA SCORED SIGNIFICANT^ 

success in Calcutta, w len it not 
only staged the first Asiun Kabaddi 
Championship, but also won tbe in 
augural year’s competition, beating 
Bangladesh in the final on February 
24. This championship marked the 
“export”, for the first time, of a 
wholly Indian sport to south-east 
Asia. 

The formation of the Asian Amat¬ 
eur Kabaddi Federation itself was a 
groat breakthrough for India, in the 
sense that it marked the fruitition of 
years of patient struggle and effort. 
The AAKF was formed in 1978. with 
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Malaysia and Sri Lanka. To this list 
was added Japan. 

Just as Japan had done with judo, 
projecting an indigenous sport to the 
world via the Asian Games, the 
Amateur Kabaddi Federation of India 
planned to reach kabaddi to the 
Olympics. The first requirement was 
inclusion of this discipline in the 
Asian Games. This, according to th 
rules, could only be done if an Asian 
body for the sport was formed and 
competition held at the Asian Jcvel 
before the Asian Games. Kabad i ha 
finally come of age, with the inclu 
sion of the sport as one of the regular 
disciplines of the 1982 Asian Games 
to be held in Delhi. 

The first Asian championship, 
however, did not have smooth sail¬ 
ing. Even a month before the cham¬ 
pionship, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakis¬ 
tan. Sri Lanka and Japan had pro¬ 
mised to participate in the Calcutta 
mPAt with India. But then, Japan 
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Asia’s best — Indian team with AAKF offiemhs. In the 
Secretary-General of the Asian body, Mr Ackintya Saha 


centre is the 


opted out, pleading lack of tuno's to 
send the team and urging the AKFI 
to sponsor the entire trip, which was 
naturally not financially feasible. The 
Paki.stan and Sri Lanka fiasco has 
been described elswhere. Thus, the 
hosts were left with only Bangladesh 
and Nepal. 

Nepal showed exemplary sports¬ 
manship by fielding a side despite 
the fact that it bad taken to the 
game only in 1978, after a trip by an 
Indian delegation comprising two 
men’s and two women’s teams to de¬ 
monstrate the game in and around 
Kathmandu. It was a great credit 
on the part Of the organisers of the 
sport in Nepal and the players them¬ 
selves that a team could be fielded 
in such a short time to lake on the 
established sides of India and Bangla¬ 
desh. 

Of course, they were no match lor 
the might of the two other countries 
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30 Banotodeah vicw^ptoln Zulfiq 0 r Ali trying to hold an Indian raider in the 


o in the fray. The championship, which 
T was inaugurated by the West Bengal 
IS PWD Minister, Mr Jatin Chakraborty, 
c saw Nepal face Bangladesh in the 
IS first match. From the very beginn- 

e mg. It was clear that Nepal was 

h fighting a losing battle. Bangladesh 
started circumspectly, conceding a 
bonus point to Nepal. According to 
5- the new rules framed by the Asian 
e body, a team failing to earn a point 
e —either through a raid or by holding 

n a raider—in three successive outings, 
'o allows the other to notch up one. 
:- However, Nepal, too, conceded points 
d in this manner, until the Bangladesh 
it players ‘found their feet’ to start 
c scoring. 

By half-time in the 40-minute 
^ game, Bangladesh had established a 
^ 25-6 lead. They had also succeeded 

in breaking the morale- of the 
Ncpalis. This-became evident as the 
second session started, with Bangla- 
''' desh romping through with a total of 
® six lonas— each of which earned 
them two points as bonus for getting 
the entire opposition out of court— 
f to end with the impressive score of 
. = 65-13. 

» npHE NEXT DAY SAW NEPAL 

face the might of India. Al- 
I though India began lackadaisically, 

with captain Jadhav being guilty of 

i callousness and paying the penalty 
of turning his back on his opponents 
at the end of his raid. He was prom¬ 
ptly caught in a counter raid. How¬ 
ever, India settled down soon to earn 
k a massive 52-7 lead in the first half. 
After the lemon-break, India ripped 
through -the Nepal team to emerge 
winners on 92-22 points—^thc highest 
margin in the international sphere so 
I far—with the help of seven lonas. 

After an hour’s break, in which 
time an exhibition match between 
two Calcutta women’s teams was 
held, India took on Bangladesh. In 
this match, there was no scope for 
frivolity and the Indians’ serious 
approach was evident immediately 
liter commencement of the tie, as 
they took a comfortable 25-5 lead, 
with two lonas. 





Dog in the 
manger 7 

A n impressive march 

past was orxanised by the 
West Beaaal Kabaddi Assoaation 
to mark the start of the first 
Asian Kabaddi Championship. The 
WBKA itround wore a festive look 
with a Sbamiana to house the 
VIPs and hired calteriee. specta¬ 
tors and flags of different nation 
and several State associatioas of 
the Amateur Kabaddi Federation 
of India fluttering in the evening 
breeae. 

. But. despite all the pomp and 
pagaentry, there was a note of sad¬ 
ness. arising out of frustratioa, in 
the air. And this affected every¬ 
one connected with the Asians— 
particularly the WBKA ofBdah— 
except the secretary of the AKFI. 
Mr T Rajagopalachari. He seem¬ 
ed totally unperturbed by the 
fact that there were only three 
entrants for the first Asians. 

Perhaps he had reason to re¬ 
main unruffled—for, hadn’t he 
urged the AKFI'^ to award the 
championship to Hyderabad, his 
home base ? But he was outvoted. 
Naturally, Sri Lanka and Pakistan 
did not turn up. Mr Rajagopala¬ 
chari had told the WBKA that, as 
Liaison Officer for the organising 
committee of the Asians, he would 
go to Sri Lanka himself, to 
arrange for that country to send 
a team, while he would send 
another official, Mr Om Prakash. 
to Pakistan, because the latter had 
good contacts there. 

Strangely, neither trip materia¬ 
lised. Mr Rajagopalachari, when 
contacted in Calcutta, gave the 
vague excuse that his proposed 
trip to Colombo by sea had to be 
cancelled because some Shipping 
transport facility was cancelled. 
But this is something he told the 
ors^nisers only afer repeated re¬ 
minders. 

The same was the case with the 
Pakistan trip. Apparently, Mr Om 
Prakash fell ill, in the first inst¬ 
ance and then, when he had re- 
mvered, could not proceed (accor 
ding to Mr Rajagopalachari) “be¬ 
cause he did not get a visa till 


■Die second session saw the Ban¬ 
gladesh boys, under instructions 
from 6fi-yeai-oId coach Nani fiasak, 

1 apply themselves seriously. And this 
j time, India had to struggle to main¬ 
tain its lead as the Bangladeshi.s 
came surging through. In the end. 
the tiring Indians finished with 
match points of 38-20. 

The round-robin having elided, 
there was a final play-off between 


! February 10. 1080”. Biis tkb ^ 
not ai^r to be tmih becani:-, 
according to organising committee 
sources, tim visa had been ittupd 
much earlier. 

With a mere lincere apinroaci' 
both Sri Lanka and Pakistan 
would have fielded te«ms. And 
this wcHild have added conakku^ 
abk idamour to the dMUapkmship 
and also allowed the Aslan body 
to forge ahead in getting raxuk 
oonntrtos affiliated to the orfaM- 
satkm- 

The same lack of co-operation 
was evident in the matter of in¬ 
viting the heads of different 
State kabaddi associatioas. In 
order to make the Asians a finan* 
dally viable event, the AKFl Had 
urged member-assodation officials 
to get advertisements, for the 
souvenir to be brought out on the 
occasion. All the members agreed 
to get at least one advertisement 
eadi, which would have given the 
organisers the means to invite not 
only the offldals, bat to stage a 
women’s competition along with 
the Asians. But again, a strange 
hand rose to stifle all efforts. No 
advertisements came from outside 
West Bengal. 

But stranger still was the matter 
of State and Central Government 
assistance. While the West Iten- 
gal authorities sanctioned a ineas- 
fv Rs. 10,000—which still hasn’t 
been received by the organisers— 
the Centre’s proposed grant pre¬ 
sented a picture of apathy and 
neglect. 

The liaison officer for the first 
Asians—Mr Rajagopalachari again 
—was to have sent proposals to 
the Centre, on the basif of which 
the Government would give a 
grant. Mr Rajagopaladiari sat 
that, initially, he bad sent the pr 
posals in July, 1979, because the 
Asians were ori^nally scheduled 
for November that j^r. “With 
the postoponement of the meet to 
February I sent the proposals on 
November 5—and a reminder on 
November 18. 'The Government 
offidally allowed the competition 
to be held in a notification sent on 
January 24, 1980." 

What Mr Rajagopalachari did 
not say was that repeated, frantic 
reminders bad been sent to hhn 
by the WBKA to send the pro¬ 
posal to the Government—-be- 


the first and second team on the 
final day. India axain started well 
to end the first session at 19-9. Bui 
the second half was a repeat of the 
first encounter between ,the two 
.sides. Bangladesh took the initiative 
and .scored 12 points to India's 9 
earning a Iona in the process. But 
this effort—spearheaded by Tangail’s 
Amir Hamza who came as a .substi¬ 
tute in the second half—was not 


canie tUs couM be done onb by 
the aeccetaiy or president of the 
hut asaodation, in this case the 
AKFI, According to Government 
rutee. proposals for the sanction¬ 
ing of a tn^t have to be sent 
nrnre than'fdur months before it is 
sought to te' beld. Mr Rajagopala- 
Chen's first letter was dated 
November 18. Berely thcpe months 
oefOM the championship. And 
WRhOttt offldal sanction, othbr 
countriu could not bo contacted 
offidally. to obtain their coafirina- 
tion of partidpatioa. 

Abo tied UP with the pruposais 
was the question of Government 
grant Tentatively, the Education 
Ministry has agreed to give Rs. 
50,000 but, again, the roles stipu¬ 
late that ue amount be given tu 
the controlling body of the coun¬ 
try—that is, the AKFI. 

Naturally, the AKFI secretary 
was suppowd to take the initia¬ 
tive in collecting the grant so that 
the organising committee for the 
Asians could benefit. The Centre 
had agreed to make an advance 
of Rs. 10,000 towards the total 
grant, bat the formalities for pay¬ 
ment indqded the sending of a 
receipt for that amount by tho 
AKFI Kcretary. This again, was 
not done, despite repeated pleas 
by the organising oflidals. Mr 
Rajagopalachari, of course, main- 
taineo be had sent the receipt but 
for some peculiar reason, the Cen¬ 
tre had not sent a cheque for 
that' amount to the AKFI. It is 
now exp^ed that the money will 
be available to the organising 
committee sometime next month. 

When the audited accounts ul 
the champion.ihlp are sent to the 
Mintstiy, the remaining Rs. 40,000 
would be made over to the AKFI. 
But the present trend of events 
point to more acrimony when 
the question of settling 
dues incurred by the orga¬ 
nising committee for the Asians 
arises—probably at the next AK¬ 
FI general body or executive coun¬ 
cil meeting. 

But the question that remains 
i.s : What prompted this entire 
series of mishaps '{ Could it bo 
blamed op circumstances—or was 
there something more ? 


AIUJIT StN 


enough to give Bangladesh the tilk*. 

Thus'India won the first-ever Asian 
championshiF) beating Bangladesh 
28-21 in the play-off. But the ,latter 
left evidence ol its intentions ot 
wre.sting the title, when the second 
Asians come off in Dacca, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1981. And by then, competition 
will be far keener, with Pakistan. 
.Sri Lanka, Japan and Malaysia cer¬ 
tain to enter the fray. 



News: National 


JUNIOR NATIONAL 
POWERLIFTING 

Karnataka 
win close 
fight 

B rute force and raw 

strength is all that >a required. 
Here, in powerlif-.ing, technique is 
secondary. The way this ‘power’ 
forged ahead since its inception in 
India in 1975, it has left its weight- 
lifting coun'icrpurt far behind. The 
achievements of the Powerlifting 
Federation ot India in this short 
span have been the staging of five 
senior Nationals, participalion in 
four World Champioaships and the 
winning of an Arjuna for one of the 
followers of this discipline — Subra- 
ta Dutta. 

The federation has now crossed 
another inilc.stune, by holding the 
inaugural Junior Nationals (under 
23) at Calcutta. It was a grand suc¬ 
cess. There were no complaints 
from the nearly 72 competitors from 
12 States vying for top honours in 
the nine weight classes, except for 
Jammu and Kashmir contingent 
which felt the pinch of two climatic 
extremes — from a snow-bound 
chilly J & K to the heat of Calcutta. 

Powerlifting is at present domina¬ 
ted by the Southern States, with 
Karnataka at the forefront after the 
senior Nd‘iion*.l.s — being title hold¬ 


ers for two consecutive years. (n 
Calcutta, the juniors, too, proved 
their worth. Karnataka accumulat¬ 
ed 85 po.nts — live points more 
than their nearest rival Kerala. 
Andhra Pradesh. who were late 
starters, wrested two gold medals in 
the ^ and 100 kg. classes and oust¬ 
ed Bihar and Bengal, with 45 points 
each, to take third spot. AH three 
won two gold each, while Delhi, 
Bihar and Bengal managed one each. 
But the fight essentially centred 
round the two ‘‘K”s — Kartiataka 
and Kerala. However, Karnataka 
took the added distinction of getting 
G. Ramchandra adjudged the 
“Strongman” title. This was fortuit¬ 
ous because his nearest rival, Kera¬ 


la’s Suresh Kumar, who had vron the 
gold in the 60 kg. weight class, with 
total 437.5 kg, was laid low with 
dysentry on the eventful day. Had 
he totalled even 450 kg, he could 
have won on body ratio. 


At one stage, Kerala were five 
points ahead of Karnataka but the 
75 kg class event proved catastro¬ 
phic, with the elimination of Suda- 
karan who was penalised in the 
squat, to give the latter State the 
lead. Another dose fight for sec¬ 
ond place between the two was in 
the 56 kg. class, .when Dayakara 
Bolar of Karnataka was tied with 
Keralite Chandra Babu on 405 kg 
but Bolar prevailed because of light¬ 
er body weight. 

G. Ramachandra gave Karnataka 
its first gold and K. Gangappa its 
last in the 82.5 kg. ciass, with a 




Team champions Karnataka (above) 
with the manager and coach. (Left) 
Karnataka's G. Ramachandra, ad¬ 
judged the ‘Strongman’ of the meet, 
performing the deadlift 


total ot 482.5 kg. Suresh Kumar, 
who did a total lift of 455 kg. in the 
selection trials, gave Kerala the first 
gold and Babu K. S. the next. A 
gold for Bihar in the 75 kg. class 
through M. A. Khalid enhanced 
Bihar’s position, but it was short¬ 
lived because Andhra came up witn 
a couple of gold medals through 
Sri Hari Yadav and A. Satyanara- 
vana. Bengal managed the super 
heavy gold, with really no opposi¬ 
tion for G. M. Khan and the only 
silver by Harinarayan Das. 

For a team whidi had known only 
dumb-bells a few years back and 
learnt about powerlifting onjy last 
year, Jammu and Kashmir came up 
after being down the ladder initially 
when Balbir Singh claimed the 




bronse in the 90 kg. class and a sti¬ 
ver by debutant Jagdish Ral. J & 
K may have come up with more 
surprises had the full team come — 
half the members couldn't be round 
de up because of heavy snowfall. 

The best overall individual per 
formanoe came from Andhra’s Sri 
Hari Yadav whose squat lift of 18S 
kg was the best in all the nine 
classes. M. K. Krishna Kumar of 
Kerala did a superb 200 kg. in the 
deadlift followed by 195 kg lifts by 
Sri Hari Yadav and Keralite John 
Vergheese (75 kg class). Karnataka’s 
Gangappa had performed the best 
Uft in the benchtu-ess of 122.5 kg, 
G. M. Khan was 2.5 kg less. 

The secret behind the outstanding 
performances of the top two teams 
is that most competitors belong to 
the coastal belt where the occupa¬ 
tion is fishing — calling for real 
hard work and rigorous work loads. 
Added to the inherent strength is 
the tremendous grip these boys 
have — and strength and grip arc 
two vitals when holding nets during 
fishing. Eight of the Kerala team 
are from Alleppy district, the State 
champions. 

Karnataka provides a lot of faci¬ 
lities. Competitions are held every 
fonnight, wnicb are taken by the 
lifters as trials for ultimate selei- 
tion in the State team. The State 
can boast of four senior interna¬ 
tionals — Lokenath Bolar, P. Jayap- 
pa, R. M. Gajanana and P. K. 
Yesbodbari—who went to York in a 
team of nine powerlifters. 


For Kerala, powerlifting has come 
as a boon. Hiiherto, they have 
fared badly in weightlifting at the 
national level. And since, those who 
joined the gynmasium have to take 
up squat and benebpress, meant 
exclusively for powerlifting, there 
was a sudden exodus from weight¬ 
lifting to powerlifting. This paid 
immediate dividends, as Kerala 
finished third in the senior Nationals 
in Ue^i. 


However, whether it was early 
maturity or a developed body, most 
of the competitors in the Junior 
Nationals looked overaged. The 
oertiticate seems to be the only 
document for eligibility. But the 
Powerlifting Federation of India 
had decided that, in future, thorough 
mescal test would be taken of com¬ 
petitors and a doctor would be 
appointed 1^ the federation 
who, along with the tedmical 
committee, will undertake medical 
tests. The PFI, President, 
Monojit Bose also felt that the old 
ipparatus now being used need to be 

E placed wHh a more sophisticated 
t If the federation succeeds in 
iporting the latest equipment, 
[hdian powerlifters could work won- 
lers abroad — because, strengrthwise, 
tbey are not inferior to the best in 
he world. 


SUBHASH SARCAR 


Four-in-one 



Lokenath Bolar bettering his own national squat record 


A weightufter, discus 

thrower, powerlifter and also 
a kabaddi player. That is a giant 
of a sportsman, Lokenath Bolar, 
of Karnataka. His is a name quite 
familiar to tbu weightlifting and 
athletics world. And be is one of 
the rare breed whidi has repre¬ 
sented India in altogether two 
different disdpline—discus and po¬ 
werlifting. Lokenath, the hftanga- 
lore-bom graduate has no Comde¬ 
xes and is proud of his fishermen 
communKy. His frame itself, will 
reveal that be has gone through 
all the rigours of the hard coastal 
life. 

Lokenath’s first success was in 
weightlifting. In the heavyweight 
class at the Calcutta Junior Natio¬ 
nals in 1974, Lokenath emerged 
victm-. But his indination was to¬ 
wards athletics — his favourite 
event, the discus. His only ambi- 
tion was to win the national tHle 
in this field event and then quit 
the scene gloriously. Prior to the 
Hyderabad Inter-State Athletics 
meet in 1975, the burly athlete 
donned Sadia colours in the T<^an 
Invitation meet where finished 
tnird in the discus. This boosted 
his morale and at Hyderabad, 
pitted against stalwarts like Jag- 
raj Singh of Bihar and Bah^ur 
Singh, be prevailed over all to 
dii^ the discus title. 

He did make his exit from this 
sphere, but coqld not stay away 
from the limelight for long. Power- 
lifting had come in with a bang 
at that time and he was invited 


to lake it up. Initially, Lokenath 
ignored the proposal, but after 
much persuation by the present 
Karnataka ooadb, he came under 
this ’power’ ip 1977. The soft- 
spoken Lokenath also thought thgt 
R was the ripe moment to display 
his strength—the basic require¬ 
ment for powerlifting. 

Serious as he is and with the 
basic power, Lokenath did the 
lifts systematically five days a 
week. This bore fruit. He Mored 
a sensational victory on debut— 
in the 100kg class—at the Ludhi¬ 
ana Senior Nationals, with a total 
lift of 585 kg (squat, bendipress 
and deadlift). There was no stop¬ 
ping him then. At the Delhi Natio¬ 
nals last year, he improved his 
total by IS kg. followmg It up with 
a brilliant 610 kg at the Ywk 
World Championship last October. 
Iherc, Lokenath Bolar did a squat 
of 225.5 kg for a new national re* 
cord. Recently at the Calcutta 
trials for the Afro-Asian-l^dfic 
Powerlifting meet to be held at 
Perth, Australia, he lifted 245 kg 
to become an automatic draioe. 

At present, he is employed in 
the Railways, but he is planning 
to quit the Job to seriousb take 
up the family buginessl of fidibu. 
But if he still intends to atidt with 
the Railways, Karnataka 'may 
have to lose his services, as the 
Railways are seeking affiliation 
with the Powerlifting Federation 
of India. 

S.S' 
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Best's test 

I j'VEN THE WORST ENEMY OF 
J George Best will readily admit 
that there can be little criticism of 
him solely as a footballer. Two quick¬ 
silver feet, the swerve and the acce¬ 
leration of a Mathews on the winR, 
a convulsively quick turn (which 
earned him that typical solo goal with 
a 40-yard dash in the European Cuo 
final against Benfica in 1968) and a 
jump which made him dangerous in 
the air — all combined to make 
him the legend that he is. ‘Te^ni- 
que, courage, pace, imagination: Be.st 
has shown every quality except sta¬ 
bility. yet what feats he has perfor¬ 
med!’’ exclaims Brian Cilanville. 

It will be more appropriate to sav 
that the wayward Irishman himself 
is his own worst enemy. His behaviour 
is ‘all too sadly a microcosm of many 
football ills’. The misguided football 
genius will be. like a fish out of water 
without being involved in some sort 
of controversy or contradiction. It is 
said that clippings on Best in a news¬ 
paper library occupy more than two 
oozen of the largest envelopes in 
the building, and as a harassed jour¬ 
nalist pointed out, ‘there's a contra¬ 
diction in every one’. Sportsworld 
readers will remember that less than 
a year ago the ITFA lifted the 
world wide ban on Best, leaving him 
free to play again for his American 
club Fort Lauderdale Strikers. The 
ban which was placed in October, 
1978, was the upshot of the tug-of- 
war between Fulham and the Ameri¬ 
can club. 

It is no use recapitulating what 
Brian Glanvillc describes as ’’the 
unending dramas, conflict and scan¬ 
dals, the abrupt retirement from the 
game followed by almost as abrupt a 
return, the eventual cancelling by 
Manchester United of his contract” 
and the subsequent chain of events. 
That Best, who will celebrate his 
34tb birthday on May 22 next, has 
not changed a bit will be clear from 
bis latest excursion to controversy- 
land. On February 17 he was sacked 
again, this time by the Scottish Club 
Hibernian. Apparently, Chairman 
Tom Hart had suffiaent reasons for 
his action. He was unable to rouse 
Best from the hotel where he had 
been staying for a week at Mr 
Hart’s expense. Hibernian were to 
play Ayr United in a Scottish Cup 
fourth-round match that day. Even¬ 
tually they had to play without Be-s-i 
(and they won 2-0) and the sack 
came after the match. Mr Hart said. 
“The marriage between Hibs ano 
Best is over. The divorce took place 
at lunchtime. Best is available for 
transfer to any club in the United 
Kingdom, America or Canada. I told 
him to pack his bags, get out and go 
back to London”. 


Th^ latest Jolt has been aeen bi 
tha^ght of the mercurial winger’s 
addiction to alcohol. In a plea to 
Be.st to give up drinking, his 23-year- 
old wife Angelia said publicly: “He’s 
been drinking for weeks and there’s 
no point trying to cover it up any 
more.” Not that Best himself has no 
guilty conscience in respect of the 
matter. “I am having a very big 
problem with alcohol. Where do I 
go from here?” he has been quoted 
as saying. 

Yes — that Is the mllllon-dollar 
question. Quo vadis, George? Only 
on one point one begs to disagree, 
though. Alcohol is not the problem. 
It is your temperament. Anyway, let’s 
see tiow you stand the test. 

The unpalatable side 
of NSN/S 

OW DOE.S A PERSON WHO 
had donned India colours seve¬ 
ral times — and also captained the 
national side to get the bronze in 
the Meixleka tournainen-t — teel 
when he is humiliated during bis 
stint in Patiala to get a diploma in 
tootbull coaching at the Netaii 
Subhas National Institute of Spoit.s? 
.Si/cd Nuyccniuddtn, whp received his 
diploma with 611 per cent marks --- 
two , short ol a first division — 
l('el.s' the entire system ol training/ 
l oathing to athletes of all disciplim s 
is sub-standard and it will do more 
harm than good. 

Only the allied subjects, which aie 
being taught on a bioad base, are 
tolerably good. Nayeem leel.s the 
allied subjects are of real importance 
tor himself to believe it, but without 
■si-enis to realise it. "One has to sec 
for co.iching, but in practice, no one 
levealiiig one’s credentials, because 
a journalist would not be given the 
chance of seeing the raw reality. It 
this is the way things are done, one 



Nayeem pricks the NSNIS bubble 


can only say that the prospects of 
the young generation is very bleak. 

“In India, a coach has to earn a 
diploma. But if a diploma is the sole 
criterion for earning bread, what is 
a diploma holder in hockey doing in 
a lea stall? It is an insult to the 
famous NSNIS and the great revolu¬ 
tionary in whose name the institute 
has been established. 

“Tell me, what has the NSNIS 
really achieved since its inception in 
1961? Can it boast of any real achiev 
cinents. internationally? The ones 
who brought fatiie for the country 
did it through love and dedication to 
the concerned discipline. 

Nayeem, a respected name in Cal¬ 
cutta football, went tor the condens 
ed cour.se lor coaches to Patiala. It 
did not take him long to reali.se that 
everything there was on a theoretical 
basi-s — what i.s preached (reading 
out what great players, coaches, doc 
tors and referees of diflerent coun¬ 
tries have to say on different aspects 
of football) wa.s not practiced on the 
field. The experienced player that he 
is, he was hungry for knowledge of 
coaching, both in practice and theo¬ 
ry. But tlie coach in charge, a mas¬ 
ters degree holder from West Ger¬ 
many, K. I). Thapa (how much has 
he contributed to Indian football?) 
lacked practical experience. An ex 
ample. In theory, development was 
to be madi' -step by step, from simple 
to complex with specific mention of 
individualism But everything on the 
field went haywire. Coaches knew 
little about the veiy cs.sentials in the 
allieil .siibjeci.s and gave no import¬ 
ance at all to them. 

“it was hell of a daily life. Like 
Kala l‘ani (black water). We had to 
lie punctual, with or without a wash 
or bath. We had to stand in queue 
everywhere — even to go to the 
latrine or for a bath,, because there 
wcic very few conveniences. There 
were also sleepless nights, because of 
be d bug.s and mosquitos. We were 
made to rush through everything. 
Wc had to do exercises immediately 
after lunch. Naturally, one would 
need some rest after lunch, especial¬ 
ly after long theoretical classes. Is 
it healthy to run on a full belly? 
They talk of how much calories are 
icquired (4,000 calories) for a pla.y- 
cr, but the quality of food they serve 
does not meet the specific require¬ 
ments. Not only was the cooking bad, 
even the vegetables were never 
fresh. To meet our requirements, we 
had to buy food at our own expense. 

“Whether ap athlete training for 
some big event is given Rs. 16 per 
day or Rs. 5 per day is given to in¬ 
ternational players like me for food, 
it’.s almost the same. Geeta Zutshl, 
India’s No. 1 woman athlete who WM 
training for the Montreal World 
Championships at that time, said“ 
quite annoyed, ‘even birds won’t eat 
the apples given by NSNIS’.” 

Coaches and trainees see all this, 
but are silent for fear of being vie- 



timued. When Nayeem told the de¬ 
puty director, Mr C. M. Muthaiah 
that the food was sub-standard for 
sportsmen, he shouted; 'India is 
a poor country. A lot of people can't 
get it. You, international fellows, al¬ 
ways create problem.s’. At one stage 
Mr Muthaiah went on lines of re¬ 
gionalism by saying: ‘You Bengali 
players get a lot of money, but you 
don’t behave yourself. You must res¬ 
pect your ‘bloody’ coaches.’ Angrily, 
Nayeem burst out: “I didn’t come 
here to listen to all this. I’m again 
saying the food is terrible.” 

The footballer was so angry that 
he wanted to go to Delhi and apprise 
the Education Minister about the 
bad food and the bad behaviour at 
the NSNIS, but internationals Ajitpai 
Singh, former hockey captain, and 
Dany Swamy (boxer) who were with 
Nayeem for the diploma course, con¬ 
soled him by saying: ‘Just get your 
dipioma and go. We are all in the 
same boat.’ (And all three are Arjuna 
recipients). 

“Patience, too, has its limits. When 
the coaches at the institute suffer 
from inferiority complex they try to 
cut you down — the internationals 
in particular — when they order you 
to fetch tea and the like. Don’t they 
have bearers to do all this — or is it 
i jii.st spite and jealousy?” Nayeem 
.'sked. Anyway, he has had enough 
and is now processing letters to l>e 
sent to the Prime Minister, the Pre¬ 
sident and the NSNIS director, to ap¬ 
prise them of the state of affairs at 
the institute. 


Most important, he will be return¬ 
ing his coaching diploma in protest, 
because he feels that international 
players are humiliated there. “When 
this could be done to us, what would 
be the fate of the lesser boys,” he 
said. “In fact, except for the allied 
subjects taught, everything at the 
NSNIS is sub-standard, whether it is 
coaching, maintenance of grounds, 
equipment or food. 1 think the (Jov- 
ernment should throughly investigate 
the state of affairs there, otherwise 
the standard in every game will go 
down.” 


Rita Sen : 

Who pulled the reins ? 


i\mST BENGAL’S RITA SEN, 
• ■ who emerged the fastest wo¬ 
man athlete by winning the 100 
metres event in the recently-conclud¬ 
ed Inter-State Athletic Champion¬ 
ships, has not been mduded in the 
18-member squad announced for the 
Pakistan National Games in Karachi 
this month. Kerala’s P. T. Usfaa, 
second in the same lace has, how¬ 
ever, been included in the team. 


Rita, who pulled a muscle during 
the 400 metres race, could not parti¬ 
cipate In the 200 metres. Although 
she was willing to run the third race 
despite injury, some coaches dissuad¬ 
ed her. It is >inder$tood that Rita 


was assured by a senior official of the 
/ A*^*«‘*c Federation of India 

that her name would be in¬ 
cluded In the team for the Pakistan 
oam<;s ana there was no need for 
her to participate in the 200 metres. 


The non-inclusion of Rita has rais¬ 
ed a furore in athletics circles. “It i.s 
not fair to drop an athlete who ha.s 
well,” a senior atblele-coacli 
fearful ending for her, 
after she had clocked 12.1 sec on the 
crumbling clay track in Hissar. The 
meet also showed that all is not well 
with the AAH. Till the last moment 
It was not certain whether the team 
would be selected foi the Pakistan 
Games or only the probables would 
be picked. As the AAFI secretary 
said. “We will .select 5.'> athletes after 
fhe meet, while 15 more will be add¬ 
ed from the Police Games at Pune,” 
He named Col. Darslian .Singh as the 
observer for the Polic’e Games. But 
after the Hissar meet, a typed paper 
was handed to tlve Pressmen, in 
which it was said: “The first 18 are 
‘piicc,!’, while the last eight athletes 
are stand-byes.” 


But Rita Sen's name was missing 
It was reported that AJCS coach 
Kamaijil Sandhu fought and argued 
with the selectors for her inclusion, 
but in vain. After she had heard 
about her non-inclusion, she was seen 
sobbing. “I could have won the 200 
metres as well”, she moaned, while 
her husband was trying to console 
her. 


Rita seemed a victim of a calculat¬ 
ed move, though P. T. Usha, who had 
been selected in place of Rita, is full 
of promise and talent. Usha shattered 
three records in the undcr-16 section 
and was just a split second slower 
than Rita in the lOU metres. But Rita 
is mature and is in form. 

Rita does not seem to have the big 
world ‘luck’ with her. I.ast year, at 
the selection trials for Hie Asian 
Meet, she had clocked 11.8 sec in her 
pet event—the 100 metres dash. 
However, it was claimed, the start of 
the race was faulty. Coach Kamaljit 
Sandhu, who was the starter for the 
race, did not think fit to order the 
race to be-run, despite protests from 
some of Rita’s fellow compel dors. 
But the AAFI did not ratify the re¬ 
cord set by her. Better luck next 
time, Rita. 

Umpire Govinda ? 

G ranting that the Moscow 

Olympics will be held as sche¬ 
duled, It is yet too early to say 
whether it will be another death 
through misadventure for the Indian 
hockey team there. But one thing is 
more or less certain. India will miss 
the services of B. P. Govmda, who 
recently announced his retirement. 
Govinda who fed India in the last 
Asian Games at Bangkok and did an 
excellent job for Indian Airlines in 
the Hyderabad Nationals last year 
was surprisingly sacked by the 
Indian Hockey Federation, when the 



Govinda — for lA only 

Indian team for the Perth interna¬ 
tional tournament was announced. 
He was not even considered for the 
trial. But the absence of this hard¬ 
hitting player was felt first at Perth 
and at Karachi where India received 
a drubbing on astro-turf. 

Why does Govinda want to call it 
a day? Although Govinda himself ex¬ 
plains that it was with a view to 
making way for youngsters—both 
at the National and at international 
level.s—one is inclined to think that 
that i.s not the whole truth. True, his 
dreams—c'ver since he started play¬ 
ing hoc key seriously during his school 
day.s—of rc'.prcsentlng India in the 
Asian Games, the Olympics and the 
World Cud as well as captaining the 
Indian side ha.s been fulfilled. He 
donned India colours >n three A.sian 
Games, two Olympics and two World 
Cups. “What more could I ask for?” 
he seems to .say. Still this forward— 
who does not “worry where I have to 
play”— had something to give to 
Indian hockey. 

Govinda who was. honestly speak¬ 
ing, a discovery of Mohun Bagan 
A.C. of Calcutta burst to the nation¬ 
al scene during the 1970 international 
hockey tournament in Bombay and 
fur about eight years he was a regu¬ 
lar member of he Indian hodwy 
team, besides the Bengal and I.A. 
teams It is as a coach of the jatter 
that he went to Cuttack (where be 
broke the news) for the recent Na¬ 
tional championship. Yes, last year he 
succeeded in getting a diploma in 
coaching from the NSNIS centre in 
Bangalore. His decision would not 
prevent him from helping the I.A. in 
some all-India tournaments, though. 
He could not refrain from the ptea- 
sure of playing the game as long as 
he was fit to play, he explained. And 
not quite content with bis coaching 
assignment, he is also “seriously con¬ 
sidering the idea of taking to um< 
piring”. 


SPORTSNEWS IN PICTURES 


CLOCKS FASTEST TIME: Hanni 
Wenzel of Ltechtenstein is on the 
giant slalom course oh Whiteface 
mountam on her way to clock the 
fastest time in the first run. She 
‘/ifi giant slalom event for ladies. 



FOURTH GOLD : Eric Heiden of Madison, USA, seeding towards his fourth gold medal by winning the 1500m 
speed skating in a new Olympic record time in 1.55.44. at the recently held Winter Olympics at Lake Placid. 



ICE DANCE Soviet dancers Natali,i l.oiiiliul. and Cennadi Kaiponosov during their ice dance (re, l<.nce. uihich 
won them the Oliimjnr gidd 

AT LAST ONE TOR THE DUTCH ■ Annie BorrKink of the Netherlands, on her way to inn the ISOOni speed 
skating gold medal on the Olyrnjnc rink At nght is USSR's Tatiana Barahash, who was rdared 18 th. 
















ewsround-u 


Laxmi Chand shines 

AGRA: Laxmi Chand is one of 
the up and-coininK talents of Indian 
i athletics. His treble at the Indo-Sri 
L^nka Schools track and field 
international here (Feb. 15-17) 
re-eniphasised his class which was 
first natiunalfy proclaimed in the 
%hool G.imes in New Delhi last 
^comber. As at Afira, then, too, 
he had swept the gold medals in 
the 400, 800 and 1500 metres. 

Tlii, meet will be remembered as 
l.iixmi’s meet. Captaining the Indian 
rontingent, the 17 year old fiom 
Sports Hostel, Meerut, won the 
’400 metres in 49.5 see. the 800 m in 
1:55.8 sec and the 1500 in 4:10.0 sec 
and also had a hand in India's 
victory in the. 1600 metres relay. 

A comparison with his National 
School Games timings is interesting. 
Laxmi Chand’s timmgs then were 
50.6, 1:54.6 and 4:3.6, respectively. 
While there is a significant 
improvement in the 400 m timing, 
it is not so in the remaining races. 
Perhaps the strain of running two 
races within an hour or two each 
day was the reason. Or may be the 
Uttar Pradesh boy ran according 
to the competition he faced in each 
race. In the 400 metres, Laxmi 
was pushed hard by Delhi’s Atul 
Tikkoo. who clocked 49.8 sec. 

As Tarlok Singh, the Indian 
contingent’s coach, put it, "Laxmi 
Chand is an intelligent runner — 
not the type who run like mad every 
time they are on the track,” The 
School Games Federation of India 
had placed the team in Tarlok's 
charge for training. They could not 
have chosen a more understanding 
person for the job. Tarlok had the 
experience for the assignment. He 
first took the National School’s team 
out in 1974 to the international 
schools’ meet at Florence. 

Coach Tarlok Singh think.* Laxmi 
Chand has a ‘bright future’. Laxmi 
who has age on his side, has the 
potential to run the 800 in 1:50 
and even touch the records of the 
great Sriram Singh, whose best was 
1:45.7 in the Montreal Olympics, 
according to Tarlok Singh. “Laxmi is 
a fighter with a strong heart,” .says 
Tarlok. adding, “and what is more, 
he is a very modest boy, who does 
not allow success to go to his head.” 

Another boy talked about highly 
was jumper Vikram Singh, also ot 
Uttar Pradesh. Vikram won the 
broad jump with a leap of 6.67 
metres. However, he really should 
be doing better in the triple jump 
in which he came only third. But 
that was because he had injured his 
ankle. Vikram. who has won the triple 
jump with a leap of 14.2<‘> metres at 
the National Schools’ Games, has the 
potential of 16 metres plus. He is a 
strong 17-year-old with a good 


technique. He will be doing bettei 
as he gains in age. experience and 
strength. Sunder Singh of Haryana, 
who won the pole vault clearing 
3.65 metres and had a leap of 640 
metres in the broad jump, is another 
athlete of note. He comes from a 
school in Bhlwani which has for 
some time now specialised in pole 
vaulting. 

You could not miss the strong 
sprinting of the Gujarat boy, Mohan 
Maria, who won the 100 and 200 
metres in 11.0 sec and 22.4 sec, 
respectively, on a clay track which 
did not meet with the approval ot 
many. But that was the best the 
hosts, the Uttar Pradesh State 
Education Department, could 
provide. The track and everything 
else at the Agra Stadium had still to 
recover from the damage done by 
election rallic.s there when jeeps and 
other vehicles were freely used inside. 

The UP Education Department 
would have preferred to stage the 
meet at Lucknow, but then for 
school-going tourists, Agra has a 
special educational significance. The 
Taj and other monuments there 
speak history. The Asian Schools 
Football Championship was also held 
at Agra a couple of years ago foi 
similar reasons. The track and 
runways apart, the eager hosts from 
the Education Department, 
headquartered at Lucknow, left 
nothing to complain. “The 
hospitality, kitting, etc., was of the 
highest class, beyond school 
standards, nobody can expect better,” 
said Tarlok Singh. 

Victoria Aoke, daughter of a 
Nigerian diplomat in New Delhi, 
stole the show in the girls’ division 
with victories in the 100 and 200 
metres in 12.3 secs, and 24.8 secs. 
Her 200 metres timing betters the 
national record (24.9) in the name 
of Nani Radha, who later underwent 
a change of sex. Biit among our 
own Indian girls, Sandra Thomas 
was the best. The girl from Don 
Musco, Madras, won the 100 metres 
hurdles in 15.0 secs and the broad 
jump in 5.24 metres. Some day she 
might try her hand at pentathlon. 

Everything was not as goody- 
goody us it appeared to be. There 
were questions, not in writing 
though, about the ages of a couple 
of athletes on both sides. But then 
what can one do when they have 
certificates to show. It is learnt that 
school sports authorities are now 
thinking of holding medical 
examinations in cases of doubt in 
future. Which, of course, is the right 
thing to do. The cheating game 
must be discouraged. 

The Sri Lanka school athletes 
were not in the same class as ours. 
But the idea of schools track 
internationals deserves to be 
pursued more vigorously by our 
School Games Federation. A match 
with the Pakistani schools should 
provide better competition and 
evoke greater pubhc interest 

A ceirMpondent 


IFA coaching : 

Another round 

CALCUTTA : That the IFA is not 
interested in resting on their oars 
can be judged by the fact that 
the under-15s that were selected 
last year are still going through the 
training that has been chalked 
out for them. In addition, a fresh 
lot has been called for the next 
camp, which opened a few days 
ago. The boys who have come 
forward to attend the coaching 
have been divided into their 
respective positioAs. And from them 
several teams have been chosen, 
each team consisting of 15 players. 
Each player will get three 
occasions to show their skill and 
from them, the final 30 will be 
selected. There will be further 
screening and it will come down to 
20, from which the tinal team will 
be chosen to represent the 
State In the National Sub-Junior 
Championship, which will be held 
along with the Federation Cup, 
which incidentally will be staged 
by the IFA at the Eden Gardens, 
Calcutta. 

A few addition and alleriiation 
will be made, but 30 boys will 
continue the benefit of IFA 
coaching for another two years, 
that is, by the time they reach 19, 
and qualify to play in the Juniors. 
They will be coached by the 
veteran Sushil Bhattacharya, 
who Is also the chief selector and 
the over all in-charge of the camp. 
He will be assisted in the selection 
by well known players of yester¬ 
years, Pranab Ganguli, Parimal 
Dey and Sanjib Bose. 

Educational and other facilitie.s 
will be provided for these boys as 
long as they wished to remain in 
the camp which, for some could 
stretch to three years. If these 
youngsters were earning members 
of the family, measures would 
have to be taken to see that the 
income of the family did not fall. 
The budget of the entire programme 
would be quite high, but a 
commercial firm has come forward 
to help the IFA. But, finance 
should not be a problem as this 
IS the most ambitious football 
coaching scheme in India, and the 
IFA should see that this programme 
continues. This outfit would 
participate in all major 
tournaments within the country 
and abroad and it is but expected 
that out of these players some 
will bring'laurels for the country 
In the future. 

That the IFA is thinking big is 
e'vident when one talks to the 
secretary Ashok Ghosh. “We are 
thinking of expandinjg the scheme. 
We want to anaiige academic 
facilities for the players. We’ll * 
organise schools for the boys, so 
that they will not have any 
difficulties regarding their 
academic life.” 

SAaAJIT DEB 


Crossword 


Gttdman 



ACROSS 

1 In motor sport, ‘going —’ means 
leaving the track during a race 
( 12 ) 

8 —od : a timed division of a match 
or game (4) 

9 — fire: rifie competition in wh'ch 
each competitor Is reoulred to fire 
10 rounds a minute (5) 

10 — and spoon race Is a standaro 
event In school sports (3) 

11 In card games, undertaking—to 
score (7) 

13 It Is used to strike the ball In 
table tennis, etc. (3) 

14 Vehicles travelling together (7) 

15 The sport of wrestling (3) 

19 Secret group Joined In intrigue 
(5) 

20 The middle portion of an oar 
from the handle to the blade (4) 

21 Crash-helmet (6>6) 

DOWN 

1 A kind of heron (5) 

2 Taking great risks (6) 

3 To attempt to prevent an oppon¬ 
ent from playing effectively or 
from scoring In a team game (5) 

4 In fencing a counter-offensive 
action made on an opponent's 
attack (4-3) 

6 The Weld of competitors before 
the start of a race (4) 

• — seat: a racing-boat seat, 
moving with the swing of the 
rower’s body (7) 

11 An ofWclai prohibition (3) 

12 m chess, a warning that ohiy an 
adjustment Is Intended, not a 
move (7) 

13 A metal rod to which discs of 
varying weights are attached at 
each end, used for welght-lirting 
exercises (7) 

16 Permits {Bj 

17 Amateur or professional organlsa- 
Mona devolsd to a particular 
•port m 

16 One In the eoltoction of a phila¬ 
telist (6) 


19 Eliminates a player from a tourna¬ 
ment for failure to meet certain 
standards (4) 

(SoluWons next week) 


HarJI Kumar Varma, 

Q: Has Qopal Bose played a Test? 
If played, where and when 7 
A: No. 


Quest ton box 


lAiibs^tfis by Sudhif V«iKly<i 

Sudhanshu Chandra Bona, Caloulta. 

Q: What Is Lala Amarnath’s Test 
record ? 

A: Lala Amarnath has scored 878 
runs at 24.38 in 40 innings of 24 Tests 
for India. 118 Is his only century in 
Tests. As a bowler he has captured 45 
wickets conceding 32.91 runs per 
Wicket. 

V. K. Gupta, Calcutta. 

Q: What are top-spinner, googly 
and yorker ? 

A: A top-spinner is the one which 
hurries straight through after pitching, 
a googly is an off-break delivered 
with a leg-break action by a right-arm 
bowler, and a yorker is the one which 
pitches Just in the blockhole, where 
the bat is placed on the ground In the 
batsman's stance. 

AJay Khemka, RIshra. 

Q: Which country has played maxi¬ 
mum Tests In a calendar year and 
when ? 

A: India has played a maximum of 
17 Tests (3 against West Indies in 
India, 4 against England, 6 against 
Australia and 4 against Pakistan) in 
the calendar year 1979. The last two 
days (January 2 and 3, 1979) of the 
Calcutta Test against West Indies also 
were a part of the year 1979. 

Ambrish Kaustial, Panvei. 

Q: How many players have repre¬ 
sented India in Tests at the end of 
Indo-Australian series ’ Who played 
most Tests ? 

A: India fielded 147 Test players 
in her 176 Tests and B. S. BedI, has 
a proud record of representing India 
In 67 Tests. 

Anup De Sarkar, Calcutta. 

Q : What is Ghavri's birth-date and 
father’s name ? 

A: Ghavri was born on February 28, 
1951 at Rajkot and his father’s name 
is Devraj. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 50 



ArijH, Afflitava Chattopadhyaya, 
Balanagar. 

Q: Who was the first Test viotim 
of BedI and how Bed! dismissed h'm ? 

A: When BedI csmturad the wickat 
of Basil Butcher of West Indies in the 
2nd Test played at Calcutta In 1966-87, 
that was his first Test wicket. (Butcher 
c Mansur All Khan Pataudi b BedI %). 



QUESTIONS 


piLL IN THE BLANKS;— 

1. Mr. Jaipal Singh, M.P., who led 
the Indian hockey team to victory 
in the Amsterdam Olympics linal 
died in —-- 

2. - and -, two of Indla'a 

famous spin quartet, ware award¬ 
ed. 'Padma Shrl’ in the same year. 

3. In the 10th Merdeka Anniversary 
soccer tournament (1967) at Kuala 
Lumpur the Indian team led by 
— finished — In the table, 
the total number of participanta 
being 11, 

4. The first Asian' softball champion¬ 
ship was held at - in —4— 

5. In —— the A.I.F.F. decided to In¬ 
crease the duration of play In all 
recognised tournaments Irom — 
minutes to 90 minutes. 

6. The Bombay Cup la awarded to 

the winners of the National- 

championship (boys’). 

7 In —— —— became the first-ever 
Indian to enter the semi-finals of 
the Wimbledon championship. 

8. In the Pre-Olympics hockey 
tournament at London in 1967, 

India finished- trailing behind 

■-, champions and- 

9. The National Institute of Sports, 

since renamed after Netaji Subhas, 
was set up at Patiala in —. 

10. ■—— was the first president of 
Asian Hockey Federation. 

(* year) 
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Bridge 


nnrt^ Schao'^o 


South found himself faced with a night¬ 
mare decision on Ihis week's hand 
Doubled and vulnsrable he could play 
relatively safely so that he would either 
make his contract or tail by only one 
trick, while an alternative play risks 
going six oft although ottering a better 
chance of success. 

4 843 
‘v* A b 2 
0 0 9 8 4 
4652 

4 0 1067 
K J 10 9 3 
A 108 r 
none 



4 A K J /' 
'5' rj H / 6 
0 rvno 

4 J 9 4 3 


0 K .1 t. .1 7 

4 A h o ion I 

South dealt at game all and this was the 
bidding 


SOUTH 

Wf bf 

NOKTfT 

EAST 


dhlf 

pa-oS 




3 0 

4 0 

pass 

dbln 

pass 

pass 


As far as East West weie ronierned llie 
hand IS an excellent example ol the vir¬ 
tues of bidding ‘one mine tor the road' 
in highly conipetitive situations. As the. 


cards he, six hearts is a make and six- 
spades fails unlurkily on'y it the dc 
lenders find then heart ruff. However, 
West felt that he was on firm ground witti 
his double, 

Against five-diamonds West led 4 2 to 
his partner's King and declarer rutted 
the spade continuation. The Jack of 
diamonds was atlowed to hold and so 
was a trump to dummy's 9. At this point 
South had a satcty-play of sorts available 
It he played a top club and all followed 
ho could reveit to trumps and claim. If 
West rutted the club, tiowever, South 
would be in complete rontiol and would 
lose only one more trick-there would be 
time tor the marked club finesse 
However, Soutti went tor the big money. 
He led a diamond to the King and Ace, 
won the heart switch in dummy and drew 
the last trump, then he finessed 4t0 
and had the rest ot the tricks. Why did 
South decide to play for 4-0 clubs? 
There were several clues First, West 
seemed to have only about ten high card 
DOints-thin for a vulnerable double- 
ind should have good distribution to 


compensate Secondly, tn.s lead of 4 2 
suggested .i four card suit and he was 
known to hold four diamonds. What is 
more, he had volunteered a bid of two- 
hearts when he could have passed-this 
was likely to be based on a five caid suit 
l-oi the rec ord, the result at the othortable 
was the same. There West had made a 
system bid promising nine cards in the 
majors so, after he had shown up with 
tour diamonds, the club fine.sse was 
marked. No swing I 

Last week's qui7 In the middle ot a hand 
declarer asks it his contiact has been 
doubled and. if so, by whom Ho is 
entitled to know what his contiact is and 
whether lie tias been doubled, but fie 
may not be told who doubled 

This week’s quiz At love all South holds 
4OVAK74OJ10 34A 10 74? 
Noith opens one - diamond and South 
responds two-rlubs. Nortti b.ds two - 
spades what should South call now? 


Chess 


Wtien asked how many moves atiead tie 
saw Reti usually replied, "as a luH- ni;t .i 
single one” He meant that, ns a stiate 
gist, he relied almost solely on Ins posi 
tional judgment and only calculated in 
advance wtien he was forced to. He was 
also thinking of the sheer complexity ol 
chess, which is such that even with all 
the time one has in correspondence play 
one cannot in practice foresee all tho 
opponent's replies. I succeeded in win¬ 
ning the British Championship this year 
(scoring 8/10, ahead of title-holder J K. 
Pootner with 7. P. R. Markland, D Fbbett 
and J. A. Sutton with 5J, etc.), but I tound 
myself being surprised in game after 
game - fortunately, by poor moves more 
often than good ones Here is an example. 
Slack walks into an ambush in a position 
which he must have thought was quite 
sale 

White P*t*r Clarh«;Black Anthony Sutton. 

Ouron's Gambit Dnclined, Tarr.asch Defence 
(British Correspondence Championship, 1976 
77) 

t d4, KtM; 3 c4, #6 

3 KteS, eS; 4 Ktf3, end 

• Kt X d4, dS; • #3, Kte* 

7 e X d, • X d; ■ Bo2, BdS 

I O-0,O~O 

According to the books White cannot rlain, to 
have any advantage here. Black's isolated OP 
IS balanced by his more aggressive pm't 


placing. 

to Ktn, Ro*; t1 b3, a* 

12 Bbt, Bc7; 13 Oc2, Qdt 

14 Radi, KtoS; IS gS. BhS 

tt Rfat . .. 

1 his IS a critical moment ■ the real start of the 
middfey.Tme Tlie next two moves on each side 
wr-re. it seems, ' ompletely unexpected 

18 ... QcS 

Black wanted to renrove his Oueen from the line 
ol the Rook nl dl 

17 Obi I . . . 

My opponent considered this to be an innocu¬ 
ous retreat, carrying only the positional threat 
ul 18 Kta4 follnwod by Bd4 He stopped that. 


17 ...bS7 18 KtxdSII... 

White unleashes a thunderbolt ‘out of the 
blue’ he gets a winning attack 

18 ... K1 X dS; 

20 OxhT+.KIS: 

22 QhS I , Ka7; 

24 BhS, RIB; 28 #4, K1f4 

I hart expected 75 Ktb4. hut even that coutd 
not tiave saved Black 


10 KlgS. Ba8 
21 K1xa8 l , fxa« 
23 4x 07 4 , Kin 


28 O X 14, aS; 27 8 x n, R x 77 

28 Rd7, Resfonx 


Compalitlon G348. Solution next week 


Black 


m m m 

I ii Hii 
t ^ r 




m a&m m 
i:£-£0 mti 


White 


White to plav and win 

Solution to G347 (Botvlnnlb-Yudovleh, 
LoninorBd,1833).<r1 b2r2/1 pi nql bh/inpl pi pp 
I P7/3PN2N/1P2B3/2Q1BPPP/2RR2K1- 
Whltato play.) Bolvinnik c ftncludod the onnie 
to'effullv hy 22 Kl x t)h. K / flfi. 23 BhC* t . and 
Black resiQf^ed 23 K x h5 is met by 74 KtQ3 t 
follownd by 7fS Oc'4 *■. while 23 . Kh7 permits a 

deadly double c he' k 
Problem No 1010. Solution nextw^pk 
E. LIvehIte (Shakbladet. 1960) 
(8/b482/4p1r1/O2B4/3k4/0Rr/S1K3p1/t-6 
white men; 6 black.) 

White to play and rriate in two moves 
Solution to No 1000 <Nlee). (8/b81B1e2/ii|»9/ 
1ppl8PpK/1P2k181/3R3P/2Pp1QR1/3br3- 
mat# In two.) 1 Ox c6 (rug/wang) (a) 1 . . . 
Rh6. 7 Od4, (b) 1 8b6. 7 0 x c6. (c) 1 ... 

2 SfO. (d) I . Sr7; 7 Re3 The key has 
completely chanped tho Gnmshaw mates 
p»ovided for these four defences in the set 
position. 



m ''' *.Ri' HOfS f'.N SIUOIOS 

the Ball 


TACKLING FROM THE SIDf 



RtMCMBtR BtfDNf YOU TACKLE CLT AS CLOSE TO THE BALL 
AS PUSSIBLI IH'S HELPS YOU 10 GET A FiHM POLL OHIO 
THE BALL TO BRING IT BACK YOUR WAY IT S A OIEFICULT 
ONE TO 00 BUT IF YOU CAN DO IT YOU CAUSE PROBLEMS 
FOR YOUR OPPONENT AS A FURWAHO I KNOW ONLY TOO WELL 


















A gentle reminder that over the yzars 
we've given the Indian team 3 captains. 

And 24 players. 


Over the years, the Indian team has depended 
heavily on the talents of the State Bank. 

Today, for instance, three of its key players are 
State Bankers; Gundappa Vishwanath, 
Syed Kirmani and Roger Binny. All of them 
carrying the State Bank’s proud cricketing 
traditions into an exciting new future... 



StateBairit 

LetlS OOlM Cl096r 







Sujon 

is flying 


lU itii iht’ Sujan Fashion 
Fiuatlt’ of hi’antifiil finhric s 
|su;)tMb designs, joyous 
c oUnirs, exquisiic textures. 
N() wonder Stuon sales 
have soared to even 
greater heights! 



■ '%• 




;*5iS£fe;. 








it 



Sujon mills Ltd 
























FMt-acting Glokeen-D i$ an invigorating energy 
supplement for everyone, h fights fatigue and provides 
more stamina. Glokeen-D contains all the goodness of 
glucose, fortified with calcium, phosphates stkI vitamin O 
.. .to keep you in p^k fitr>ess all the time. 

Make Glokeen-D a daily habit. 


GLOKEEN-D 

—glowing Glucose energy. 
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Former Indie oeptein, Qurbux 
Singh MW very little talent In 
the recently-held national 
hockey tournament at Cuttack. 
Ha aaye careful grooming of 
the available talent la eeaentlal, 
but at the same time, cautions 
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standard of supervision. 
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Indian 
cricket: 
The last 
decade 


IN THE PAST DECADE, 
1 India achieved its biab- 
est-ever glory in Test (Ti¬ 
cket. Altogether, it won 18 
Tests and lost 19. It had its 
moments of glory at its 
peak when India won three 
consecutive series led by 
Ajit Wadekar. Indian cri¬ 
cket "went to the dogs’., 
when it was thrashed JO by 
England in 1874. India again 
came back to terms with 
Itielf when it levelled 2-all 
after being down 0-2 in the 
series agjunst West Indies. 
Although India lost the' se¬ 
ries, it got back some of its 
lost i^estige. In 1876 again, 
India created history in Port- 
of-Spain with a historic 
win, by scoring over 400 in 
the last innings. In the pe¬ 
riod between 1976 and 1979, 
India after beatinrf the Ki¬ 
wis, lost three consecutive 
series. England drubbed us 
3-1, Australia got past us 
by a margin of 5-2 and Pa¬ 
kistan beat us 2-0. Tho 
advent of Sunil Gavaskar 
as a captain saw us scrape 
through against an inaxpe- 
rienm West Indies 1-0. Al¬ 
though India fared very 
badly in the World Cup, jt 
repeated its Port-of-Spain 
performance at the Oval 
and Just failed by nine runs. 
Back again at home, In<lla 
saw victories againc the 
Aussies and the Pakistanis. 
This era saw the exit of the 
great spinners and produced 
some superstars like Gavas¬ 
kar, Kapil Dev etc. This de¬ 
cade completely belonged to 
Sunil Gavaskar who created 
many records and scored 
5,647 runs Including 23 cen¬ 
turies. AH said and done, 
the Indian cricketing era 
between 1970 and 1980 be¬ 
longed to this superman of 
Indian cricket. 

R. ARVTND. 

Banaalare. 


IN THE PAST DECADE 
India played IS Test series 
against all countries. Out of 
these India won seven, lost 
seven and drew one. But In¬ 
dia really had not won the 


series against any fulb 
strength team. In a few 
Tests India escaped sure (le- 
feat with the help of rain. 
Unfortunately, in this de¬ 
cade. all the teams faced 
India without their leading 
players. 

In 1971, India visited West 
Indies and for the first time 
won a Test series against 
the Windles (I-O). Waal 
Indies suffered by the retire¬ 
ments. just before the series, 
of their leading players like 
Hunt. Byeno, Butcher Nurse 
and fast bowlers Grimth and 
Hall. In that series. West 
' Indies did not have any fast 
bowler, and played with 
medium pacers like Boyce, 
Holder, Shlllintford etc. 
Also, rain saveif India in 
two Tests. 

In 1971 India played 
against a strong England 
team in Englad and won 
the series 1-0. But in the 
remaining two Tests, India 
was narrowly saved by rain. 

In the home series against 
England In 1972-73, India 
again won the .series 2-1. 
But England played with 
its second team, without 
Boycott, Edrich and Luck- 
hurst. all-rounders Illing¬ 
worth and D’OliveJra, and 
fast bowlers Snow and Pe¬ 
ter Lever. 

In 1974 India plwed 
against a full-strength Eng¬ 
land team in Finland and 
lost the series 0-5 In this 
series India suifered by two 
innings defeats and were 
once out for onlv 42, India'! 
lowest Test total. 

In the home .-eries against 
Lloyd's West Indies team 
India lost 2-3. India played 
well in the two Tests Jt 
won but the credit belonged 
to our Mlnners only. 

In 19^-76 India toured 
New Zealand and levelled 
the series 1-1. India was 
all out in double figures in 
the final Test. 

In 1976, India played 
West Indies in West Indies 
and lost the senes 1-2. In 
this series India faced a 
strong team and played 
very well. In one Test India 
achieved an historic win by 
scoring 400-odd runs in the 
fourth innings. In the final 
Test, the Indian batsmen 
were injured, thanks to Hol¬ 
ding’s bouncers and India 
lost the Test as wel as the 
S6i*ics 

In i976 India played with 
New Zealand at home and - 




won the series 2-0. New 
Zealand 4 >layed without 
Conxdon. Hastings, D Had¬ 
lee and Howarth. And New 
Zealand suffered by some 
bad umpiring decisions. In 
all the three Tests, the New 
Zealand skipper Turner lost 
the toss. 

In 1976-77 India faced 
Tony Greig’s strong Eng¬ 
land team and lost the se 
ries 1-3. In this scries India, 
beaten in the first three 
Tests, fought back in the last 
two bv winning one and 
drawing another. 

In 1977 all the teams ex¬ 
cept India had a dilficultv 
because their Cricket Boards 
banned their leading play¬ 
ers who had joined Packer’s 
World “Series Cricket. 

In 197778 India toured 
Australia and plav'd again'^t 
the Austr.ilian c^rond team 
and lost the series 2-3 In 
the Aiissies team th'^re 
were no Chapn''lls T.illee 
and. Thomson and Mar'^h. 

in 1978 India toured Pa¬ 
kistan after a l.ap'e of 19 
years and lost the series 
0-2 The Indian bowlers ut*er- 
Iv failed. The hiPhe‘t number 
of wirkets was cantured bv 
Chandrasekhar, who took 
only eleht wickets In all the 
three Tests. 


In 1978-79 India played 
against the West Indies se¬ 
cond team and won the 
ser.es 1-0. In the West 
Indies team the only exp<‘- 
rienced player.s were Kalli- 
charran and vice-captain 
Holder. But the West Indies 
managed to drow the other 
five Tests. 

In 1979 India participated 
in the Prudential World Cup 
tournament and was defea¬ 
ted in all the three group 
matches, including that 
against the weakest Sri 
Lanka team. 

In the same tour India 
faced the sound England 
team and was defeated 0-1. 
In the final Test, India 
played well in a thrilling 
drawn Test. At the fag end 
of the match, India needed 
only eight runs to win, 
and England, only two 
tailenders’ wickets. India 
made 400-odd runs in the 
fourth innings for the third 
time in this decade. In the 
same scries, India were 
once again all out in double 
figures. 

In 1979, India played 
with Australia's second team 
in India and won the series 
2-0. Once again in the Aus¬ 
sie team there were no 
Chappells, Lillee, Thompson 
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skin-it has antibacterial and 
antifungal properties too 




Margo Soap made with 
nature's valuable gift ‘Neem 
Oil- IS the only toilet soap 
with full herbal and medici¬ 
nal properties Margo Soap 
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it keeps the skin 
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not only cleans. 
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since 1930 
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A product of Calcutta Chemical. 


and Marsh. But the Australian 
captain Hughes and Border 
played well. Unfortunately, 
of the two leading Austra¬ 
lian fast bowlers, Hurst re¬ 
turned to Australig with a 
back injury, and Hogg suffe¬ 
red from a no-ball problem. 
The third Australian fast 
bowler, Dymock, took the 
highest number of wickets. 

In tb« 197B80 series India 
played well against a full- 
strength Pakistan, and won 
the series 2-0. Pakistan, who 
toured without two of their 
star all-rounders. Mushtaq 
and Sarfraz Nayyaz, missed 
Imran Khan in three Tests. 
The Indian tailenders twice 
saved India from the igno¬ 
miny of being all out in 
double figures. 

Unfortunately, on some 
occasions, the opposing 
teams played with India un¬ 
der new captains. In 1972- 
73 England skipper Lewis 
made his debut both as a 
captain and as a player. In 
1974-75 Lloyd, in 1976 Tur¬ 
ner and in 1979-80 Aslf Iq¬ 
bal, made their debuts as 
captains. In 1976 Greig, with 
three Tests, in 1978-79 
Kallicfaarran with three 
Tests and in 1979 Hughes 
with one-Test experience, 
played against India. 

G. PHILIPS KISHORE 
KUMAR, 
Hyderabad. 

THE MENTAL AND PHY- 
sical strain of playing 26 
Tests in 17 months (October. 
1978—February, 1980) final¬ 
ly caught up with our 
team in the Golden Jubilee 
Test at Bombay. Admitted, 
it was a one-man show by 
Botham; but seeing the way 
wickets were tossed away 
on the first day one could 
not help feeling that our 
team was not concentrating 
enough. Not only did the 
cricketers have enough, but 
we also saw the rare sight 
of a Test being pl.ayed in 
India before a half-full sta¬ 
dium. 

We can look back on the 
just-ended season wHb satis¬ 
faction. Of the 26 Tests, we 
won five while losing four 
and coming close to winning 
three. A commendable per¬ 
formance indeed! We re¬ 
gained rubbers against West 
Indies, Australia and, more 
importantly, against Pakis¬ 
tan. Our team can now re¬ 
lax and enjoy a well-deser¬ 
ved holiday. Let them get 
some time to build up their 
mental and physical resour¬ 
ces for the Australian tour. 
The loss we suffered was , 
that of our spin quartet. The i 
gains of the season were 
Kapil, Patil, Binny, Doshi, 


Yashpal and Yadav.' Add 
the experience and maturity 
of Gavaskar, Vishy, Vengsar- 
kar, CJiauhan, Kirmani and 
Ghavri, together with the ad¬ 
mirable team spirit and disci¬ 
pline—and we get a superb, 
compact, fighting unit, capa¬ 
ble of giving any team a 
run for theit money.. We 
wish our team many more 
successful seasons ahead 
VIJAY S. CHORGHADE, 
S. D. MOHRIR, 
Pune. 


WELL, THE CURTAIN 
has finally come down on an 
interesting and busy Indian 
Test season. 

Looking at it in retrospect 
1 think there is one man 
(apart from Ghavri of cour¬ 
se) whose praises, if not 
wholly unsung, have been 
only partly sung. Sixteen- 
Test-old Yashpal Sharma 
certainly deserves more 
than he has received. He 
justified his temperament 
When be fought bis way 
into the Indian team with 
that brilliant lOO-run part¬ 
nership with Gavaskar at 
Leeds and remember, he 
came in with India at 19 
for 3. 

Since then he has ade¬ 
quately manned the No. 4 
position. He has had plenty 
of good scores but they 
have never merited more 
than a word or two. He has 
time and again held the 
Indian batting together 
when the top batsmen have 
gone cheaply. His match¬ 
saving (almost winning) 
60 against Pakistan was 
miles better than Vengsar- 
kar’s 46 at Delhi. His 62 at 
Calcutta and 40-odd at Mad¬ 
ras came at crucial .junctu¬ 
res but again it was Patil 
at Calcutta and Kapil and 
Gava.skar at Madras who 
hogged the glory. Undou¬ 
btedly they deserved it, but 
surely Yashpal should have 
got more. 

It is always the good bats¬ 
man Vengsarlotr or Patil or 
Binny—never Yashpal. Veng- 
sarkar is not a patch on nim. 

And don’t forget Yash’s 
fielding. His fielding in the 
outfield is typical of the man 
—fast, safe and accurate. 
Here« finally, is a successor 
to Brijesh Patel in the covers. 

His fast running between 
the wickets is an added adv¬ 
antage and a pleasure to 
watch. His cricket might be > 
unobtrusive but there is no 
doubt about its brilliance. He 
certainly deserves more men¬ 
tion. Give credit where it is 
due. 

BULBUL GUPTA, 

Bokaro Steel City. 
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UK SHOCKED 

, WTtoi tuA the artide 
gideer Ito" lo the 
IPNI^ & iMH« ot 
Uporumm u ^ ’lect«’ 
euM therchi are not 
fiaiur far from truth hut 
have oauaed a lot of dam- 
to thli poor aaeoda- 

We are afraid toe Gall¬ 
ic agree to the augges- 
timt ^ ,that Mr »po 
pboth la a leadiiig figure 
la Weet Bengal bad* 
minton, aa exccot hia 
lepreamitlng the State in 
the Jualora^ event (when 
M Waa a Junior player), 
he haa neither oontHbut- 
ed anything towarda the 
progresa oT badminton m 
Weat Bengal nor has he 
ever helped badminton or 
thia assodatlmi in any 
way. However, being « 
ton of the be haa #1- 
waya received a very 
special respect and atten- 
tl<« from our association. 
Immediately after he re¬ 
turned from a coaching 
aaaignmeot in Iran this as. 
aoGjatiott requested and 
invited him for coaching 
the'State pUytn aa weu 
as to be a State Selector. 
But unfortunately be 
never obUged ua. Even 
laat year we most humbly 
ela<^, requested and -in¬ 
vited him to be the con¬ 
vey ci our ooaddng 
•ulMDommlttee and a 
nmnber of our selection 
emMomnlMe but we 
m noToUiged. 

to spite of bdng refus* 
ed repeidedly on various 
mettera, thu aasodalion 
miM bumUy requested 
and invited Mr. Ghosh to 
i^iy oblige this asso- 
d^n with bU artide 
and photograph far the 
•Ottvtiuf comoiiiDoritl^ 
the intemationar tou^ 
ment as well as to assist 
t^ Assodatlott in conduo- 
tntg tim tournament as a 
Utembar of the umpires 
liudges su^oom 
la feply to the 
l^s^ written re- 
^CMosh in his le- 
.veaed on Ooober IT. 
fegrmted his V ip. 
tids sssTfi 
r~^ stab 
LleHms to 
Bio CaV 
' tou^ 



^ of obliioUions for 
hoeping to mtod/remem- 
hertog this useless ooce- 
»PMQi«r bop. RamaauJde, 
oo« to certain personal 
reasMs dnoe some time 
I am p ee lin g bu^ days. 
M Aicb tor the present 
I am out of toudi with 
^ sportt wwid. Praying 
for some time, will ce^ 
latoly come back to the 
sports world and cater to 
W^ Bengal badminton. 
I shall tnr to oomidy with 
some u your requests. 
Then you will get me 
uhenever you wiU ne^. 
For the m'esent, being in 
fort ot a banishment in 
loresti slnoerest apologies 
for not being able to 
comply with any of your 
requesu.” Yet, we again 
requested him. 

Quite a few days before 
the commencement uf 
the inteflaatlonai tourna¬ 
ment we seat • guest 
card inviting him to the 
tournament which was 
duly received by Mr 
Ghosh in the presence of 
a snorts ioumalist In 
addition to the guest card 
tome more cards were 
given to Mm in comdian- 
ce with his request dur¬ 
ing the tournament. 

Mr Ghosh did, in fact, 
purchased some season tifr 
kets for his family and 
friends. But a fortnight 
after the conclusion oI 
the tournament b« retur 
ned two season tickets 
(unused) and Rs 125/- in 
cash to the Hony. Treasu¬ 
rer of the Assodatlon 
against Rs 250/- which 
was due from Mr Ghosh 
(for the season tickets he 
took from the Hony. 
Treasurer). We do not 
know bow these torn tic¬ 
kets will be taken back 
into account and how this 
Rs 125 will be accounted 
for. 

We neither, invited Mi 
Ghosh nor requested him 
to assist this association 
on being requested by 
the BAI, Nor did the BAl 
make aw such request 
to us. the invitation as 
well as the request were 
made entirely at the idi- 
Hattve of this pssodstion. 

In view of the fore¬ 
going facts we sincerely 
nope Huii-Mr Arijit ^n 
has prdbmdy misunder- 
stoqdbfe (3bah- 

MYi 

Mona Secretarjf 
, West Bengal Badmmon 
Asaociatkm. 


Wives and sons 

WERE SHOCKED TO 
hear of Rohan Gavas¬ 
kar's ^ncroadiment on to the 
field during the Calcutta 
Test. Does Sunil Gavaskar 
appear to he harbouring the 
impression that convemions 
along with records are meant 
to be broken? It reminds us 
of the incident when Saif 
Pataudi accidentally strayed 
near the boundary line dur¬ 
ing a Ranji match and was 
promptly reprimanded by his 
father. That is the difference 
between those who care for 
the game and those who 
think they care for the game. 

PADMA SIVA, 
SUNITA SHROFF, 
VMA STVA, 
Bombay. 

IT WAS SHOCKING (OR 
rather disgusting) to hear 
thgt Rohan Gavaskar bad 
accompanied Pakistan’s 12th 
man, Mohsin Khan at the 
drinks interval on the third 
morning of the sixth Test, 
and Mr Chinnaswamy right¬ 
ly said that this was un]^- 
coming. After all, it was 
a Test match. 

One must blame Sunil and 
more so the Press itself. 
Since Rohan was born, the 
Pre.ss has been giving publi¬ 


city throughout. One weekly 
gave a Uow-up of Sunil 
with Rohan vdiile another 
gave a poster of Sunil and 
Rohan. Then again, we saw 
Kapil going out with Rohan 
after the victory at Bombay 
and now Mohsin going out 
provided the last straw. 

P. K. SVBRAMASIAM. 

Bombay. 

INTERESTINGLY, NOWA- 
days one can find inside the 
Players’ Box during a Test 
match a few females, sup¬ 
posedly the wives of senior 
players. These women, who 
definitely have no business 
to be tber^ do put up quite 
a show. They pose and be¬ 
have as if they are also part 
of the team, and one within 
an earshot of the Player's 
Box can frequently hear the 
authoritative instructions 
they pass on to the Junior 
Players as well as to their 
husbands, maybe for a cup of 
coffee or to bat sensibly at 
the middle. 

Of course, a few news¬ 
papers are also to he blam- 
they have made these 
females cricket journalists, 
not knowing the damage 
they are causing to the game. 
Gold help them. 
PRIYADARSIIIHEE GVHA, 
Calcutta, 



Consumer Council of India Survey reveals 
ONLY HERBS PROTECT TEETH 
FROM DENTAL DISEASES 
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'ofneem. 



Neein 

tootbpaste- 
for complete (iental 
hygiene 


A product of Calcutta Chemical 




The Sporting Life 


SPEED'S THE THING 

Bavaria : Roller-skating fever has claimed Its first victim 
In the political circles of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Julan Qyger, FDP Press spokesman in the Bavarian State 
Parliament, roller ftkates in the corridors, from one meeting 
to the next. 

NOT PER-MITTED 

England: A local soccer team have been warned : 
“You won't be permitted to play If your hair's permed." 
Mick Jones the new manager of Mansfield Town, thinks 
the currently fashionable curly top style detracts from the 
manly Image and inhibits rugged play. 

WHO DUN(Q) IT? 

India: A British climbing expedition back from the 
Himalayas claimed to have seen the elusive Yeti's foot¬ 
prints and heard Its scream. Unlike similar claims in the 
past, however, they collected a sample of Its dune for 
analysis I 

SOME PSYCOWLOGY- 

U. 8.A.: When she's in the moo-ed, Elsie the cow’s 
talent sets her apart from the herd. Now this national milk 
celebrity of America takes to the road for 1980 XIII U.S. 
Olympic Winter Games at Lake Placid. She will, of course, 
travel in her luxurious cowdilac with two young herdsmen 
from Ohio to care for her creature comforts. The organisers 
expect their psycowlogy will help bring home the beef In 
the form of public contribution to support the home team. 

HE DEFECTS TO SPORTS 

India : Mr. M. R. Krishna is a former Central Minister 
associated with several sports bodies Including the All-India 
Council of Sports, whose first love Is politics. Nevertheless, 
he attended a month-long training course lit, sports adminis¬ 
tration In West Germany. “I’m fed up with politics,” said 
Mr. Krishna, who defected to sports, “at least In sports 
there’s no defection I" 

B. TELLIS 


iBen Templeton and Tom Foiman 



'V/A’6r /r ms APrsf^ooLf,,, 

rH5N BOOZE AfTER SOLE,,, THEN 
HE cur our THE aoLF. // 



WB JU6r plaV unobr m ' v^ipb thatemilb off youR face//'''" 






























'Sportsworld Exclusive 


WINTER OLYMPICS 

Heideti 
Spitz of 


GEORGE K. GEORGE 

Photographs by AP 

A ll s well that ends well. 

Perhaps never before in the 
sport.s world had the maxim applied 
with a greater force than it did with 
the 13th Winter Olympic Games at 
Lake Placid. Initially it appeared that 
the 13th Games would really be un¬ 
lucky. The shadows of mischance 
were already there. USA’s threat of 
boycotting the 22nd Summer Olym¬ 
pic Game.s at Moscow came at a t>me 
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Parachuters of the US army parachute jxwt the Olympic ceremony sta¬ 
dium, as the opening ceremony of the 13th Oli/mjnc Games gel under 




,*hC. 




V. 


■tlp"' 








Eric Heiden (USA) ^peteds towards his fifth gold medal in the 10,000 

<n which he finished with a new world record 


Ingemar Stenmark speeds down the slalom course at Whiteface moun- 
second run of the slalom event on his wav to catch his se¬ 
cond Olvmmc aold 



when it was itself holding the Winter 
Games. A Soviet retahatlon. there- 
‘ore. could not be ruled out though 
USA s actual announcement of the 
boycott came only on February 20. 
But somehow that did not happen 
and eventually Soviet Union comoe 
ted and topped the list of medal 
*r. 6 s. 6 b) just edging 
out GDR (9 g. 7 s. 7 b). the hosts 
coming third with just 12 medals in¬ 
cluding six golds. 


—-r; *: '^*^* « ouidji luwn in upper 
New York State with a 2.731 popula¬ 
tion. was hosting th^ Games after a 

venue 

of the third Winter Games in 1932 
in wh'ch 330 athletes gathered from 
37 nations. Th expanses jumped up 

KT 1932 to dollars 

150 million in 1980. A 3000-m"mb''r 
Press corps took the events to the 
homes all over the world. 

The Winter O'ympics event should 
be broadly divided Into three gener 
d!no"^ ®jjf3ting, skiing and sle- 

artkHr®^«tmf *“ands physical and 
artistic sklHs. Some skating items 

and sledlng, the emphasis is on sta¬ 
mina and athletic skills. 

t Sweden 

t hockey. The 

the hands of 

biggest upset be¬ 
cause the Russians had won the hoc¬ 
key event in all but one O’ympics in 
the past and were strong favourites. 

But disappointment awaited the 
Americans la haure skating. The 
Mithorawdi of Taj and Kan^ was 

tiTilP'thai. singles 

r**®* fbe American women had 

Linda^^ea 1 Nineteen-year-olu 

Liada Fralianne was expected to 
succeed Dorothy Hamill aud Peggy 
Fl^miug. Bui, in spite of a brlUiaut 
perfonuMcei Linda was placed 
Mcoad. But Annet PoeUch of East 
Germany was awar-ed ihe gold. Evi¬ 
dently. there was too much pressure 
M Lin^ from the American news 
m^a. Probably she was one of the 
“I**!® pressure at Lake 
Plaad. Even before the event conun- 
*u***^''j strong rumours 

that the judges may not crown an¬ 
other Am-ncan as the “Queen" of 
ngureskatlng this year. The contro- 
whu^ hkely to continue for a 

1° •Pfed skating, it was Eric Heid¬ 
en all the way. The 21-year-old pre- 
medical student swept all the five 
gold medals in the mens’ events. 
»«*”{!*«? d®***®** this power- 
fuUy built younfr man steered his 
legs and swung his arms with perfec- 
500. 1.000, 1,500, 5,000 
and 10,000 metre races and became 
me first athlete in history to capture 
five golds in a Winter Olympics. The 
only other comparable achievement 
in modem Olympics is the seven-gold- 
medal rewrd by American swimmer 
Mark Spitz at Munich. Heiden did 
even better: he won all the medals In 
the category. It was like a mile-runn¬ 
er winning the 100. 200 and the 400 







metre sprints, in addition to the 
middle-distance and the mile races. 

In the 5,000 he had stiff resistance 
from the world record holder, Kai 
Ame Atcnshj^mcnt of Norway, 
whom he had already beaten to the 
second place in the 1,500 meters. But 
his best was reserved for the end ott 
the penultimate day. he improved 
the Olympic record bv 22.46 seconds 
and the world record bv 6.2 seconds 
in the 10,000 meters (6.2 miles). 

But ill the women'.s events, Eric'.s 
sister Beth, the b.KKcst vietini of iiie- 


diii publidt.v faltered. Thov built 
her up as another Eric, capable of 
winning four gold medals in the 
women’s events. First of all. she did 
not have as much talent as her 
brother. Secondly, the pressure of 
publicity overwhelmed her and she 
broke down to confess it with tears. 
She nished seventh in ^0 and 1500 
metres, fifth in the 1,000 and a third 
•in the 3.000 metres. On the other- 
hand, American’s l.eah Muller, won 
silver in the 500 and 1.000 metres. 

In ice dancing Russia’s Natalya 
Liuichuch and Gennadi Karponosov 
danced tbalr way to the goiQ bc.iit., 



the styiUli Hung, r.a.i p,iir Kns/lina 
Heguzzy and A,.dras Saliay. 

The Alpine skiing produced two 
glorious cnauipioua, wiiose out-stand- 
iiig acaievements were uuisuined by 
the U.S. hockey leum and l:.iic nei- 
deu. llanni Weiizd truni the tiny 
Ucrmuii-spvaki.ig country of Liccn- 
tenstein, became the queen winning 
two golus and a siiver. liigeniar Sieo- 
mark of Sweden scored an iiupies- 
sive double in the men's slalom. 
Wenzel, who has been piagu.d bv in¬ 
juries for years, won gold in sialoin 
and giant slalom with ease. She led 
all through the competitions. Earner 
she had captured a silver in down¬ 
hill skiing, which was not her special¬ 
ty. She was second only to, Annema- 
rle Proell Moser of Austria, who is 
considered as the best Alpine skiicr 
uf history, who had never won an 
Olympic gold in her life in spite of 
SIX world cup titles, 62 world cup 
victories and nine Olympic or world 
tup medals. 

Another impressive and promising 
winner was 19 year old Christa Kin- 
sbofer of West Germany, who secur¬ 
es a silver in slalom. 

ingemar Stenmark, who has been 
dominating the slalom since 1978 cap¬ 
tured a double in slalom and giant 
slalom. After the first round in sla¬ 
lom, he was placed only third, but as 
expected be forged ahead in the final 
round to win by a very comfortable 
margin. 

In Nordic Sking Sweeclen claimed 
the 15 km gold and the Soviets won 
tl>:' 30 km and the "lx lO km lel.iv in 
the men’s events. Three ot the live .sil¬ 
ver medals went to Finland. Tli." East 
German women secured gold in the 
to kin and 4X10 km relay and the 
Russians the r> km rair. Hilk.i Hiihi- 
vuori of Finland scored a rciiiaikable 
personal liiuinph bv winning silver in 
both individual races In ski jiiinii- 
ing Anion Innauer of Austria c.iplui- 
ed many hearts by winning both the 
70 and 90 metre events. Inridentallv, 
the only medal won bv an Asian in 
the Lake Placid Games was in this 
event; Japan’s Hirokazn Yngi was 
pl.iccd second. 

In the combined event which com 
prises a 15-meter race and two 70- 
meter lumps. East Germany claimed 
the gold and bronze. The Russians 
won the 20-km race and the 4x 7..'"> 
kin relay in biathlon. Frank Ullrich 
of East Germany won the gold in 10 
km. Most of the .silver and bronze 
medals were also shared bv Russia 
and East Germany. 

East Germany won I he men’s even¬ 
ts and Russia claimed the women’s 
events in sleigh racing. East Ger¬ 
many along with Switzerland swept 
the medals in bobsleighing too. 

On February, 14, as the Olympic 
flag was being lowered at Lake Pla 
cid there was more anxiety than 
hope. Will the next W'inter Olymiiic’s 
al Sarajevo be like tins, with all the 
mombers participating ? Politics is 
definitely taking its toll on the Olym¬ 
pic movement. 




GURBUX SINGH 


Pix: Nikhil Bhattacharya 

S ITTING THROUGH THE 44T1I 
Nationals, one naging fear was 
confirmed—that there was no Im¬ 
provement in the standard of 
hockey in the country. In fact, 
there was very little to enthu.M' 
over, with not many players per¬ 
forming well. It is not that I did 
not find any quality, but i.t was nut 
there in the quantity that could 
make one think of the future with 
optimism. We do have some young 
players who can be groomed into 
fine players but they are so few 
that if all of them are not picked 
at the right time, our team will 
become lop-sided. 

The only sour note in the cham¬ 
pionship was the umpiring. It was 
one of the worst Nationals from the 
umpiring point of view. Things 
came to a head in the semi-finals 
when two teams—which ultimately 
entered the finals—^refused to play 
under two International umpires. 
What a shameful afCair. If we have 


to improve our hockey, we have to 
improve our umpiring and our in¬ 
terpretation of the rules must be 
made up to date. Umpteen number 
of times penalty corners were not 
awarded for intentional breaches 
of rules in the 25 yards by the 
defenders. What are our umpires 
afraid of? Some of them pointed 
out that the players do not know 
the rules. For me, If players do 
not know the rules they should 
suffer for it, but rules cannot be 
changed because the players are not 
familiar with them. Our teams 
suffer when they play under Euro¬ 
pean umpires. With improvement 
in umpiring and grooming of 
players, I think we can look ahead 
to the 1982 Asian Games and the 
1984 Olympics with some hope. If 
we can win at Moscow, there will 
be nobody happier than me, but we 
should plsn for the future and look 
ahead for three or four years, ins¬ 
tead of thinking only about the next 
tournament and trying to win it. 


This , jlioy has been failing with 
alarm: ig consistency. 

But, to get back to the 44th 
Nationals. The Indian Railways re- 
.ained the Rangaswamy Cup on the 
lush green turf of the Ba'abati Sta¬ 
dium at Cuttack. In the final. Rail¬ 
ways got ttie better of Indian Alr- 
lineA holders of the coveted cup 
for the last three years, with a 
rather lucky goal scored against the 
run of play. In fact, the two insti¬ 
tutions were meeting in the final for 
the fourth consecutive year. And it 
may be recalled that Railways 
enurged winne's at the same venue 
in the 1976 Nationals, beating Ser¬ 
vices. The two finalists at Cuttack 
shared the trophy in the 1977 Mad¬ 
ras Nationals, with the Airlines 
following up with outright wins in 
the. Madurai, and Hyderabad Natio¬ 
nals. 

This year’s final produced some 
very fact and excitlna hockey, but 
in patches only. Airlines took the 
right decision to play Ashok Kumar 
at inside-right and Mervyn l^ernan- 
dez at inside-left and, with the 
Indian centre-forward Sukhbir 
Singh O^ewal keeping his rightful 
position and Zaffar Iqbal at the left 
fiank, we saw some fine and intelli¬ 
gent movements in the fjrward line 
after a long time. 

The game began at a slow pace 
and for the first lo minutes, both 
teams tried to assess the strength 
of their opponent except for 
Shamshad of Railways hitting 
straight into the Airlines’ custodian 
and thereby earning a corner, fol¬ 
lowed by a penalty corner in th«- 
sixth minute. After this, however, 
the game suddenly came to life anti 
the capacity holiday crowd 
thoroughly enjoyed every bit of the 
proceedings when, within a span of 
a minute, two magnificent goals 
, were scored by either side. It was 








,A prostratad Gurcharan <t hit on tha arm, whila RailwayiT RajindcT’ Singh 
'{« more concerned with the match 


the old, ever-green Balbir Singh —Olympic of Bombay, Alan Scho> 
of RaUwayi who, latching on to a field of Services and Chabra of Air- 
long pass from his defence, wrlggl- lines. It’s a pity that Balb.r has 
cd through the Airlines defence of aged a lot and did little else of note 
human bodies and failing sticks in the course of their ties, 
over 30 metres and scored past goal¬ 
keeper Arvind Chabra. In fact. Coming back to the match 
this was Ba.bir’a third spectacular straightaway from the bully-od 
goal of the tournament. The other after Balbir’s goal, Grewal 
two were against Bombay in the passed to Ashok who, after 
quarter-final and Services in the swerv.ng to the right hood- 
semi-final. The beauty of the three winking and selling the dum- 
goals seems to be that Balbir had my to a host of Railway defenders, 
made up his mind to beat all the scored an equally biiiiiant goal to 
three current ^alkeepers of India level the margin. After the equa- 


1 



tilts 

r pimB B, mhstm, witul; 

SMBBOTfi® raaponded \ndiu^ 
fulI-Mdt R. S. Trivadi. After ^ 
mat^. Trivedi thanked Wilm 
end then, to the horrar of the 
sMctators. cnlM hfs teanMaatei 
Hilio rarrounded the umpire and 
said “Three dieers for the um¬ 
pire'*. The most amusing part td 
the proceedings was that um¬ 
pire took off his cap and adcpoie- 
tedged tlm cheers and todk no 
further action against the erring 
players. 

DURING THB- SEWS 
men Orissa and AiriltMS, <»e 
the seniormost umpires, on Imai 
questioned by the Airliaet 
era for having awarded an 
goal against them, reiWM tet 
(masa was a weak side add ttey 
•hould tot them score one tfr 
fcmh, What a way to aiipifvtoe I 
Indian Railways, before their 
semi-final enoraiMr with atofvices. 
wrote to the IHF not to the 
two seniormost intemationnl tim<> 
plres, Mohd. Ghouse of Tamil 
Nadu and Bhushan Ruxi of Delhi 
in their match. Then again for the 
finals them were controvefstos re¬ 
garding Ghouse (who was setom- 
rd for the Moscow Olympics and 
was also at Montreal), idto was 
not posted for the finals. 

AFTER A LOf^ T^tME. THE 
Indian Nodtsia-Fedaration aeort* 
tsriat wui#iidi.lf to Ihould hays.' 
with satmMiHF 'Dayanand snd Mr 
Samsnanda working in close 
union. Everything was bandted 
with predNon. appointments fixed. 
dlKuwlona taklag place, etc. Even 
he 1868 Olympians wem surprised 
whpnmtfiweim handed dyUr thdr 
copies flf-tbd ofltdal photographs 
of .i^ Ohmplfi team — after n 

M ITIi. THE^ PUNJi^ 
Ft^ team it manned by raeny 
OlMpiana end , other gwd ptoy^ 
era, Mt they still want, to sirettm 
then the ««• The tatest is Uiat 
Indli captein Surjtt Singh will 
he Joining them, according to 
•oma. 


.iianiiv fiiRinM 


Balbir being palled by M, P. Singh 
afler giving Railways the lead against 
Airlines. On the left is Zaheer 
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^ Why Punjab 

P UNJAB DID NOT FIELD 
their team at the recently- 
coaeJuded Hockey Nationals .it 
Cuttack because of the non-avail- 
bility of top players in view of the 
Polioe Gam.'S at Pune 
which were to run con¬ 
currently with the Nationals. 
Ttiis had also left the IHF selec¬ 
tors present at Cutlack in a quan¬ 
dary, as stalwarts like the fonner 
li'dan skipp.-r Ajitpal Siiigli and 
Oevinder S ngh (BSF), Gu.maii 
Singh. Surinder Singh Sudhi anJ 
Chaianj.t Kumur (all Punjih 
Po.ice) and the present captain, 
Surjit Singh, weix; unable to serve 
tbe State. Surjit did not partici¬ 
pate because he had not fully re¬ 
covered from his thigh injury sus¬ 
tained at the Karachi Champions’ 
Trophy. Prioi to the Naiiunals, 
the Punjab Hockey Association 
tried its best to get the Police 
Games postpont'd but all picas 
were turned down by the authori¬ 
ties. At this juncture, the PHA 
was faad with an agonising choi¬ 
ce—to either send a second string 
side or ju t opt out of the Nation¬ 
als. Finally, the latter course was 


User, it was the Airlines who domi¬ 
nated the e.echantji-s. With Ashok, 
Fernandez and Zafar Iqbal in full 
flow, and Giewal and Gurcharan 
occasionally joining in, it seemed it 
was the Anlmeii day. But the first 
session saw Aiilmes wasting live 
penalty eoinets and many corni.rs— 
wasted anothei two penalty corners 
in the second half. Even on re¬ 
sumption the reigning champions 
continued their dom nance, out¬ 
playing Railways in all departmenis 
of the game. In fact, in this half 
the Railways goal had a chaimed 
life when Aiilme.s squandered 
chance after chance. Grewal, Fer¬ 
nandez and Zafar missed some 
sitteis. In the 50th minute, A.r- 
lines missed three opportunities 
withm a matter of seconds. Fir.sl, 
it was Guicharans peifect lentie 
but there was nobody to drive 
home, then a fine Zafar-Fernandez- 
Ashok-Grewal movement was foil¬ 
ed by Bhaskaran and, lastly, a 
movement with Ranbir, Ashok, Fer¬ 
nandez and Zafar ended w.th Zafar 
hitting straight onto Chabra’.s pads 
Yet another Gurcharan inviting 
centre was wasted by Grewal in the 
65th minute. 

The downfall of the Airlines cita- i 
del came in the 66th minute, when i 
off a iM. P. Singh and Bhaskaran 
return pass movement, executed 

twice within the rivals’ 25 yards, 
the Railway captain sent a rasping 
shot to sound the boards giving the 
Ralways the ultimate title. 


didn't go 

decided on, to save the good name 
of Punjab hocke.v. 

Tbe Cuttack Nationals was 
of great importance in 
view of the Moscow Olym¬ 
pics. And the absence of star play¬ 
ers had left the selectors to make 
their pick of talent from whatever 
was avai.abk! there. The PHA de¬ 
cision of not fielding a side bad 
evoked mixed reactions. Some 
wanted the team to go only to 
prove that Punjab is the nursery 
of hockey, pleading that 
this would give some up- 
and-coming players tbe oppor¬ 
tunity of showing their prowess. 
Those who contributed to the 
school of thought argued that it 
was time for the old stalwarts like 
Aj.tpal Singh, Balbir Singh, Tar- 
sem and Baldly Singh to retire 
and make room for youngsters. 
Others, however felt that Punjab’s 
presence at Cuttack would have 
only brought a bad name to tbe 
State’s hockey, if the team faii^ 
to qualify tor tbe final rounds. 

HARBANS SINGH VIROI 


As I have said earlier. Airlines 
front-line played well with Ashok 
and Fernandez playing exceptionally 
well, ably supported by Mehboob. 
Bui I cannot, say the same of their 
defence as, whenever they were 
tested, they cracked- Except for 
Rajinder in the defence and Bora 
a.s mside-right none of the Railway 
I layers played to form. 

Prior to the finals, the Services- 
Orissa encounter for the third place 
was played. And Services got the 



OrtssQ goes down in the very first 
minvle—custodian Shafique fails lo 
clear a Zafar shot 


better of the young host team with 
a convincing 5-0 margin. Orissa 
had played their hearts out when 
playing against Airlines in the 
semis, .particularly in the first-leg 
but could not reproduce the same 
form nor did they have the incen¬ 
tive to go all out in the second and 
hence yielded meekly to Services- 
The defence side fielded almost all 
their reserves who di,d well too, 
wTh goals coming through left¬ 
winger Tigga in the first half and 
then Mohinder Singh converting 
two penalty-corners and finally 
Karketta. Orissa, however, had the 
satisfaction of getting the best dis¬ 
ciplined team trophy for the 
second year in succession, strated 
last year at Hyderabad. 

The two semis played under the 
double leg system did not produce 
hockey of any high standard. ’The 
matches came to life only in fits 
and bits. In the first leg of the 
Airlines-Orissa tie, the delfending 
champions opened with a bang in 


Alan sprcadeaf/led after missing Zaheeruddin’s shot but Services’ Dung 
mnti saves llte sHualnm in the second leg semi-final, which ended goal- 




Varindei' moves lo interr.epl Grewal In the Railways-Airlines final 

also denied a legitimate goal by 
umpire Wilson of Hyderabad. But 
they managed to cQua’ise through 
inside-left R. P. Thakur- It was 
Orissa's Amarjeet who marshalled 
the team and distributed the ball 
intelligentl)[. He along with inter¬ 
national Michael Ki.ndo were the 
backbone of Orissa and were 
among the few best performers in 
the Nationals A penalty-corner 
conversion by Aslam Sher Khan 
gave Airlines the lead again, with 
Gurcharan increasing the tally in 
the 45th minute. But once again 
Orissa scored through schemer 
Amarjeet—2-3. 

Ashok and Fernandez, who could 
not do much in their respective 
position in the first leg. reversed m 
the second to change the whole 
complexion of the forward line— 
it seemed like a well-oiled madiine 
•Hie return leg saw the star-studded 
side perform well but lacked pro¬ 
per conversion. Grewal gave the 
side the lead, dribbling pasfKindo 
and scooped in- Fernandez missed 
a sitter off a Grewal pass. A few 
minutes later Kindo drove home 
the equaliser off a penalty corner. 
And cheered by the home crowd. 


the very first minute when, off the for the best part of the first half, 

bully-off, Zafar centred with a flick they played their best hockey to 

and Grewal pushed in to the net to date. In fact, their forwards made 

give Airlines the lead. 'ITien slowly circles round the Airlines defence 

the hosts came into the picture and and missed some sitters. They were 


Separating the chaff from the wheat...selectors present at Cuttack (from 
left) Kajagopal, De.shmuthu, Dayanatd (IHF secretary), Dharampal and 
Claudius 






ARIJIT SEf 


Adivasis: Orissa's lifeline 


W HETHER IT IS A FORTUl- 
tous sequence of events or 
merely a coincidence, it is a fact 
that Orissa's rise to hockey power 
has been synonymous with the en¬ 
try of Michael Kindo. The Adivasi 
intematiohai was employed as 
sports officer by the Rourkela 
Steel Plant in April 1977. In '78, 
Orissa were unlucky not to reach 
the final stages of the Natioiuii 
Hockey Championships. But the 
following year, with Kindo as cap¬ 
tain, Orissa reached the semi-final 
and it was only a lack of the kill¬ 
er-instinct that prevented them 
from reaching the final past Ser¬ 
vices. 


Vii- Chakra recepient — to encou¬ 
rage sporting artivity among tho 
under-previleged. Already, there 
arc a staggering 180 village teams 
taking part in various tournament! 
And these are limited only to Adi¬ 
vasis Sundergarh and Simdega 
districts. 

The Adivasis seem to have a 
natural flair for hockey—already 
several Adivasis youngsters have 
been spotted for the international 
circuit for juniors, while Dung 
Dung continues to serve the seni¬ 
or national team with credit. They 
start with seemingly inexhaustivc 
stamina and have the requisite 
grit and determination. But, uii- 



Mi&iael Kmdo tratnmg trig AOtvasis 


The tale was repeated in 
Cuttack this year, when the hosts 
put up a valiant fight but could 
not put it to the star-stulded Indi¬ 
an Airlines outfit, despite forging 
ahead in the first-leg semi-final 
and holding their own for a sub¬ 
stantial part of the two-part tic. 
Rut this in no way detracts from 
the talent and zeal that marks 
the new-Iook Orissa team. 

The fate of Orissa hockey today 
IS intimately meshed with that of 
the large section of Adivasis— 
who take to the game much like 
fish would take to water. Today, 
Kindo is the symbol of Adivasi 
hockey talent. It was only after 
his sustained good performance ia 
the international arena that India 
woke up to the fact that Adivasis 
represented a wealth of talent. 

The entire Chhotanagpur belt is 
dotted with missionary estabhsh- 
ments in which Adivasis are allow¬ 
ed to sharpen their skills. The 
poor Adivasis are drawn to the 
schools, while even those who 
could not get in, were fired by the 
enthusiasm of their luckier breth¬ 
ren. Kindo himself had started 
and like hundreds of his kinsmen, 
playing with bamboo sticks curv¬ 
ed at the ends and bamboo root- 
bails. 

Seeing the missionaries at work, 
an Adivasi and Harijan welfare 
Assodation was formed in the 
name of Albert Ekka—a Param 


foitunately, their skill does not 
extend beyond set patterns of 
play. Where a game calls for swift 
changes in patterns of play—or in 
the study of opposition tediniqucs 
in order to counter them effective¬ 
ly most of tbs Adivasis seem to be 
at a loss. This was a point made 
by Aslam Sher Khan—and. surpri¬ 
singly corroborated by his rival 
for the same full-back in the Indi¬ 
an squad, Kindo. 

But this can certainly be correc¬ 
ted with careful coaching. And 
this came into sharp focus last 
year, when Orissa sent an entire¬ 
ly tribal team to the South zone 
championship. Orissa did well, bu 
tbe lack of field intelligence was 
made very evident as the tourna¬ 
ment progressed. 

There is a move now to correct 
the machine-like trait in Adivasis 
—to go on to the ground and piuy 
just as they are wont to, in set 
fashion, without any mid-step 
changes. In Cuttack, up to now 
the sports capital of the State, 
Godfather Ramamurthy—a retired 
bank official dedicated to tbe cau¬ 
se of Orissa hockey—is trying 
desperately to find funds to pro¬ 
vide amenities to more and more 
Adivasis and local talents. In 
Rourkela, however, a move has al¬ 
ready been made in this direction. 
The steel plant has provision to 
take talented players — witness 
Kindo and Amarjeet Singh. ’ an¬ 
other enterprising player, who has 
seen hockey at the highest level 


As a follow-up, the plant had a 
budget of Rs. 40,000 fmm April 
79 to March *80 for the team's 
participation in hockey tourna¬ 
ments around the country. A 
move is afoot to get an NSNIS 
coach on a permanent basis to train 
not only tbe plant boys, but talen- 
ted youngsters on its periphery os 
well. 


But, despite all the encourage¬ 
ment. the Aaivasis don’t seem.to 
be making the faeauway they de¬ 
serve to. The Oi iSda> Sports Coun¬ 
cil, for example, is a thorougniy 
disorganised uiut With meagre 
funds aud a policy-less approacn, 
It cannot benefit any hockey piay- 
ers, whether Onya or Adivasi 
And, aespite the efforts of Mr. 
Ramamurthy and company, littie 
will come of all the ettorts now be¬ 
ing made to improve Orissa hoc¬ 
key. 

Unless, of course, the emphasis 
is shifted to Rourkela, whicn couid 
serve as the finishing point for the 
proposed school to tap Adivasi tal¬ 
ent in Sundergarh aistnot. Tbe 
steel plant has the means and the 
urge to turn out finished players. 
And this is essential, because Adi¬ 
vasis have shown marked inclina¬ 
tion to drift into jobs as soon as 
they get their school-leaving osr- 
tificates. This is quite natural, 
consideiing their economic posi¬ 
tion. 

Surprisingly, the Services have 
tapped very little of this talent. 
The same is the case with other 
all-India organisations. Since Bihar 
-Mhe other State with a large 
Adivasi population— does not in¬ 
tend looking for players outside 
Patna and Jamshedpur (Randii 
has a lot of complaints in this re¬ 
gard), Orissa i$ the only place 
where Adivasis talent could te 
tapped. 


Seeing the activity in Rourkela. 
one can be reasonably certain that 
hockey wiU thnve in the State if 
this town is made,the hub of the 
wheel. But Rourkela will need a 
certain amount of finance for this 
purpose, as also the services of 
some full-time coadies. But even 
before that, Orissa will have to 
think in terms of centralising eff¬ 
orts. Cuttack has proved to be a 
non-starter, so the emiffiasi* 
should shift to Rourkela. 

If this is done now, (Mssa could 
well win the ult^ate laurel in 
hockey in the near future. It has 
already created ffie base for this 
success—by fielding the only great 
side that has reached the semi¬ 
finals of the National Hockey’ 
Championship two years in succes¬ 
sion. 


ARIJIT SEN 
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'/afar being intercepted by Hajinder Singh 


Orissa attacked but Ranbijr averted 
a dangerous situation. But that was 
all the Are Orissa displayed and 
from then onwards forwards Fer¬ 
nandez and 2<afar of Airlines dis¬ 
played their might. 

In the second half off a pass from 
Ashok, Zafar sounded the Orissa 
boards to regain the lead. TTie story 
was the same in this session with, 
time and again Ashok-Grewal, 
Mervyn and Zafar and occasionally 
Gurcnaran, joining in combined 
moves. Off a Ashok-Grewal move 
the latter pushed but a full-back 
stopped the ball with his foot and 
Ashok scored off the resultant 
penalty stroke. It was Ashok again, 
in the 66th minute, who dri.bbled 
past seven defenders and coming to 
inside-left position flicked past the 
left post- But in the dying minutes, 
Orissa reduced the margin through 
Amarjeet. Hence, Airlines entered 
the finals with an aggregate of 6 
goals to 4. The margin did not 
show the correct index of the game 
as Airlines completely dominated 
the second leg and except for the 
20 minutes in the first leg first ses- 



Balbir gets past Dung Dung in the 
penultimate clash m which Railways 
drew with Services 


sion Orissa ware never in the pic¬ 
ture. 

In the other semi-finals Railway 
beat Services 2-i in the first leg 
and drew 0-u in the second, to final¬ 
ly enter the National finals for the 
ninth time in succession. The nrst 
leg was played on a slow pace and 
hockey produced was not of a very 
high standard. Services attacked 
first and earned an abortive pe¬ 
nalty corner and coiner. When 
Railways Jtorced a penalty corner, 
Bhaska.an, the Railways SKipper, 
rolled the bail in front of him and 
fiist-timed inio the goal 1-0. Short¬ 
ly after M- P. Singh hit out a shot 
which grazed past the far post- 
Later, veteran Balbir Singh in¬ 
creased the Railway lead with 
another of his characteristic goals. 
He received a long clearance from 
his full back Rajinder between the 
centre line and the Services 2£ 


yards and despite being chased by 
a host of defenders and swerved to 
his right, sent in a scorching shot 
into the far corner net to give 
Schofield no chance whatsoever, 
2-0. Railways dominated the ex¬ 
changes in both the halls but 
Chengappa scored for Services to 
reduce the margin for his team 2-1. 
Services totally disappointed in the 
two semi-finals and their forwards 
except for bulldozing tactics did 
nothing constructive., whereas 
Railways played well within them¬ 
selves and controlled the game, 
particularly I. R. Bora, Baibir and 
Shamshad and with fine support 
from behind where Ashok Dtwan, 
Rajinder, Batla and Bhaskaran 
excelled. In the second leg also 
Balbir showed two runs down the 
centre in the 57th minute when hit 
on to Schofield’s pads and then in 
65th m.nute off a pass from Bora. 
Balbir scoop was saved by Scho¬ 
field- In the last minute again it 
was Bora who beat Dung Dung on 
the right and spelt danger for 
Railways but could not beat Scho¬ 
field. The only other thing of note 
was when Balbir broke into tvo his 
stick with the force of Services 
full back iMohinder Singh’s penalty 
corner drive when be charged out 
for Railways .with the final whistli 
Both the teams drew 0-0 and 
Railways once again enteici the 
final to meet Airlines in the final 
for the fourth time in succesion. 


Summing up it was a disappoint¬ 
ing National with the point of the 
form displayed by our current in¬ 
ternationals. Played on such a fine 
turf, with the coming Malaysian 
tour as well as Moscow Olympics 



Aslant soifftda tha boards against Orissa 
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t <1 TELL YOU, ONE DAY 1 WILL 

1 write a book on Indian hockey. 
It will be a oo-bold5>barred, a 
hrin’ — straifht-from-tbe>tiip story 
about what is wrong with Indian 
hockey and what should be done 
to improve the present state of 
affairs. In the process of writing 
the book I will dehnitely have to 
stand on the toes of a lot of big- 
shots~-botb former and present. 
That is why I am waiting till I 
retire...”, R. Oayakissen once told 
this correspondent. 

On February 21, the paid Assis¬ 
tant Secretary of the Indian 
Hockey Federation passed away in 
a T. E. Sanatorium on the out¬ 
skirts of the city of Madras. Since 
dead men tell no tales, his 'untold 
story on Indian hockey will have 
to remain Just that-^untoM. 

Mr Dayaklssen was bom in 1822. 
At college (Presidency, Madras), be 
captained the hockey and athle¬ 
tics team in Inter-couegiate com¬ 
petitions. He was said to be a 
good goalkeeMr and, in 1843, 
started the Madras Blues team 
which produced a couple of Natio¬ 
nal and State-level i^ayera. Mr 
Dayaklssen himself playM for the 
Madras Blues till 1^7. 

Mr Dayakissen's association with 
the Indian Hockey Federation 
dates beck to 1951. He did a seven- 
year stint .as national hockey 
selector from 1955 to 1962. From 


ram- la ancb bed mape was he 
that even th« doctym* attending on 
him had given up hemos of his 
survival 

In fact, during that period, one 
newspaper reporter who visited 
him in the hosidtal was so con¬ 
vinced that Ms chances of re¬ 
covery was so had that he (the 
reporter) bad ohmiary mi Dava- 
kwen ready to be splashed at a 
moment’s notice. But Mr Daya- 
kissen proved us all wrong and 
came back to continue work. 

This correspondent got to know 
Mr Dayaklssen when he was at 
the fag end of bia tethpr. He struck 
one as someone who bad a feudal 
regality about him. He was ex¬ 
tremely fond of dogs (he was 
associated with the Madras Kennel 
Club), waa a mamber M the 
Madras Race Qub, the Madras 
Polo and Biding dub and the 
Madras Rifle Qub. 

There ere many (Including this 
writer) who believed that Mr Daya- 
klssen ought to have retired from 
his post of IHP Assistant Secretary 
when he realised that ill-health 
prevented hhn from discharging 
bis duties competently. Indeed, 
there was a certain amount of 
pathos involved when one heard of 
Dayakissen’s death a IKtle after 
one had read Ron Hendricks (in 
“Like it or lump it”, Svortsworld 
February 13) comment on Daya- 
klssen’s inefficiency. May be Ron 
himself felt e lump in bis throat 
that day. 

ASHOK KAMATH 


in view, players had all the incen¬ 
tive to'show their art but most of 
the internationals did not play well. 
Of the goal-keepers the current in¬ 
ternationals, Alan Schofield, 
Chabra, as well as Olympic Fernan¬ 
des did not show up well and were 
beaten whenever tested. In fact, 
it was former Olympian Ashok 
Diwan who played well. Among 
the full backs, Surjeet and Devmdra 
did not participate, the former 
nursing an injury and the latter 
because Punjab did not send a 
team, as most of their players in¬ 
cluding Devinder were busy with 
their Police games at Pune. Dung 
Dung played w(ll only in patches. 
The full backs who performed con¬ 
sistently well were Rajindcr Singh 
of Railways, Veneet Kumar (he 
played only two matches) and 
Bhandari of U.P. In the half line, 
Ravinder Pal of U.P, played extre¬ 
mely well, another to show up, was 


former international Roger Maggie 
of Tamil Nadu. Mumtaz Mullick of 
Bhopal. At right half Sommaya of 
Bombay did well and at left half 
Bhaslcaran was workmanlike with¬ 
out being brilliant. He seems 
have improved in attack and taking 
snap shots into goals but is neglec¬ 
ting his defence which was amply 
demonstrated against Bombay when 
Kauahik of Bombay made run 
downs the right flank and sent 
down at least six centres which 
could have been dangerous to Rail¬ 
ways. Other left halfs who deserve 
mention were Gabriel of Bombay, 
iMukesh of U.P. and Hooper of 
Bengal. 

In the forward line there was 
nobody to match Kaushije's skill. It 
is a pity that when a player starts 
matuniu he. w sidelined. Of course 
Charanjeet Kumar of Punjab and 
Philips were not there but only 


other right winger was Gurchsvan 
who played well in patches. 

At the inside right position there 
was nobody better than good old 
Ashok. He started as inside left 
in the tournament but in the second 
leg against Orissa and the finals be 
switched places with.Mervvn Fer¬ 
nandez and what a delightful com¬ 
bination they made. His only fail¬ 
ing is as of old—he still cuts Jn to 
the left. He should feed his right 
winger more. Bora of Railways. 
M.P. Peters of Varsities and Salim 
Abbasi of Bhupal and Amarjeet of 
Orissa—were the other inside rights 
who played well. At the centre- 
forward position Sukbbir Grewal 
was the best in view, he has matur¬ 
ed a lot but must improve his scor¬ 
ing ability. Azeezuddin of Bhopal, 
Amarjeet Rana of Universities were 
also there but of course it was 
veteran Balbir of Railways who 
captured the hearts of the public. 
However, he is over the hills now. 

At inside left it was Mervyn Fer¬ 
nandez who impressed most. 
Though playing at an unfamiliar 
position he quickly adjusted him¬ 
self and combined well with his 
Indian team colleague. 2kifar Iqbal 
and troubled both Orissa and the 
Railways whenever on move. 1 do 
not know if he can permanently 
shift to his position or not as it will 
only found in the coaching camp- 
Shaheed of U.P. and Yousuf of 
Bhopal were the others who im- 
prsessed at inside left. At left wing 
Zafar Iqbal was good but I feel he 
is doing his left flicks more than 
the required time and should nor¬ 
mally turn and hit it hard with the 
full face of his blade. The left 
flick should be a surprise for the 
opponents, otherwise he was a de¬ 
light to watch. Among the young¬ 
sters Rajinder Singh of Universities, 
Balvinder Singh of Bengal, Sayeed 
All of U-P. also played well. But 
Sayeed has been an enigma for 
himself and the selectors so far. I 
think he has taken h s game very 
lightly otherwise he performed so 
well in the Montreal Olympics but 
since then has been in and out of 
the Indian team so often that one 
fails to connect them- 

1 N THE SEMI-HNAL ORISSA 
met the champions Indian Air¬ 
lines and Railways met Services. 
The line-up for «the semis was the 
same as last year, Orissa again 
being the only State team to reach 
the last four stage the other three 
being institutional sides. 

Till then, the talents on view had 
not been of a very high order. Most 
of the teams with young players 
played well only in gatches. Among 
tiie best matches was toe one between 
Bhopal and Madhya Buarat. The latter 
were trounced U-14—the highest mar¬ 
gin in the tournament so far. The Bbo- 
pai inner trio of Salim Abbasi, Azsc- 
sudd.n and Yusuf combined well and 
showed some tine hockey. The other 



Sidelights 

TnUS IS THE SECX)ND TIME 
t in four years Uiat Orissa 
hosted the National Uodiey 
tournament for the RanKaswamy 
Trophy. The last time Cuttack's 
famous Barabati Stadium played 
host was in 1976. But all is not 
well with its finances. At one 
time, the Orissa Hockey Associa¬ 
tion was in doubt whether they 
can raise enough funds. The 
budget being over Rs. 1 lakh— 
food for the participants alone 
coming to Rs. 48,000, at the rate 
of Rs. 12 per head. The caterer 
was approached, the same one 
who had taken charge in 1976. 
But he was reluctant as still some 
money was out;t£nding since then. 
But then the caterer agreed though 
only after it received some money 
which was given as grant by the 
Orissa Government, a total of 
Rs. 25.000. The assooiation ex¬ 
pects some money from a souve¬ 
nir it has published on the occa¬ 
sion and. of course, the gate re¬ 
ceipts. Excepting in matches in 
which Orissa played there were 
hardiv any spectators, even less 
than the number usually present at 
the Jaipal Singh hockey tourna¬ 
ment played at Rtmrkela. In any 
case this year, too, the association 
will be In the red, according to cal¬ 
culations made so far. 

PLAYERS PARTICIPATING IN 
the 44th National Hockey were 
very happy with the arrange¬ 
ments made. They stayed inside 
the stadium itself, ate there, a 
host of doctors starting from 
orthopaedics to physiotherapists 
were at hand and a field hospital 
for first aid and top doctors had 
been requisitioned and was always 
available tor services. 

WHEN ORISSA REACHED THE 
seini-unais as. the Hyuerabad 
Nationals last year deteatiiig 
Tamil Nadu jn the quarter-unaC, 
an agency scribe had described 
Orissa as tne joker m tue pack’. 
The scribe was not present tbis 
year at Cuttack when Orissa 
again made it to the seniis, the 
only Ssate team to be in the last 
four, the other three being msti- 
tutiunal teams—Railways. Services 
and the Indian Airlines. Ho. 
snould have seen the hrst-ieg serai- 
linal between Orissa and holders 
Airunes who got the fright of 
their lives against the hosts and 
•scj-aped through with a 5-2 win. 
Thi.s includes the controversial 
disallowing of a clear goal scored 
by Orussa minutes bi'tore the. 
bi'ealher, whitli would have made 
it 2-2. 

ORISSA HAS REALLY BECOME 
one ol thp tup hockey playing 
outiits in the country today, li 


Was not long ago that Orissa sent tough time to the formidable 

teams to tne Nationals so that its Orissa side in pool ‘D’ matches 

aitihation could stay. But a and lost by just a goal. The 

strategy was lornied and hockey other teams to withdraw were 

which is a wav ol lile in tribal Assam which could not select a 

Sundergarh district was tapped. team because of disturbed consti- 

Fonunately, at that time, Michael tutions. Goa and Pondicherry, 

Kindo voluntarily rct.red from too, have cried off, thinking their 

Services and came back to his teams were hot good enough for 

home district and joined the the Naticnals. 

Rourkela Steel Plant. He orga¬ 
nised natural hockey-playing Adi- THE FIRM AND BEAUTIFUL 
vasis and today's Orissa team is Barabati turf seems to have been 

virtually the Sundergarh district a haven for goals. Till the end of 

team—11 of the selected 16 being quarter-tinal stage as many as 154 

Adivasis. goals were scored and the pitch 

was still playing true. It is a record 
WHEN THIS SCRIBE MET THE since the pool system started. Al- 

fainous Govinda, he had already though Bhopal failed to make it 

announced his retirement from to the quarter-final stage, they 

first class hockey. Was it fat.- scored the maximum number of 

gue, old age or frustration? "Well goals at 26 in just three matchc- 

haven't 1 pla.ved enough, now —14-0 against Madhya Bharat and 

younger people must take up." 12-0 against Kerala, but went down 

But 1 reminded hini of bis near OS to Services in the pool (‘F’l 

contemporary Kindo still playing fixture, "rill the end of last eight 



l-'irxl-ley .s('wis,../tmurjc(-( .vcorc.s- Orissu’s ■second lyoal against Airlines 


for Onssd. 'Well Kindo is on a stage Services were the only team 

mis.sion and In- is so far 7G per not to have conceded any goals— 

cent .siK (es.'-liil, the father in scoring 16 goals in four matches. 

Kindo ha.s made his children come But then, there was only one 

up." He was relcrring to the hat trick and that by one of the 

Orissa team “1 w sh I had some Bhopal trios. 

.such mi.s.sion. But 1 do not con¬ 
clude that my service to hockey THE ALL INDIA RADIO HAS 
is dhso over," he ha.sicned to add, its own stvlc of fiinHioni'ng. On 
"only the future can .say." February 26 two quarter final mat- 

che.s were slaied The fir-t match 
PUNJAB LS ALWAYS A GLAM- vvas plav4*d between Indian Air- 

our name in Indian hockey and its lines and the Varsities and the se- 

withdrawal from the tournament cond between Orissa and Bengal, 

after sending a cheque of Rs 2,000 Naturally, when a ho.st team is 

disappointed all. The reason be- plr.ving the interest of local pee¬ 
ing given is that the Punjab team p-p js the most. But the AIR d’ci 

coasists of nncstly players from ded otherwise While the running 

th<r I'liniab I’oliie and the BSK. cemmentarv between the TAf .nid 

Thfv are now doing services in Varsities w.as done in Oriva, the 
the Pol.ee Ganie.s and they did match between Orissa and Bengal 

not have a team worth sending yygs done in Fneli-h Strance are 

Hut then, Deihi .sent a team and ways of this medium, 

six of their regiiiar players are 
doing S4*rvicp for the CRP in the 
Police Games too and gave a SWARUP .lENA 
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S ood mitch ww -wrtieii Uttar Pra- 
e»h played the Railwaya in Pool 
‘H’. The young U.P. ooya played 
some scmtiilating hockey and were 
unlucky to be ousted from the tour- 
nainent on goal average, having sco¬ 
red ^1 against Mapipur, when the 
Railways beat Mampur 5-0. U.P. 
internatlonai Sayeed All and Sbaheed 
played some good hockey, but the 
pick from them was the current In¬ 
dian centre-half Ravinder Pal. This 
young buy has all the qualities to be¬ 
come a permanent international but 
he must improve his hit and distri¬ 
bute more tu his wings. He has a line 
defence, particularly nis interceptions 
of passes from the opposite wings is 
fauhlless. 

In the Pool ‘F’ deciding match, 
Services beat a listless Bhopal by a 
flattering margin of 5-0. Chengappa of 
Services gave a fine performance as 
centre-forward and scored two goals, 
while Kusha, Lakra and Wilson net¬ 
ted one each. 

Pool ‘C’ saw Bengal qualify for the 
quarter-flnals by beating Hyderabad 
2-1 and a facile 3-0 win over Madhya 
Pradesh. 

In the second quarter-flnals. hosts 
Orissa nosed out Bengal 2-1 to enter 
the semi-finals for the second year 
in succession. The game on the whole 
was a listless one, with neither side 
showing the technical skill to out- 
manouvre the other. In fact, Bengal 
wasted twu golden opportunities in 
the first session—first Ravi Kumar 
committed a back-stick when ideally 
placed in the circle and then Apurba 
Bhattacharya after latching on to a 
fine through pass from Gopaljee. had 
to do a child's task by only placing 
thq ball but he hit straight into the 
Urissa goalkeeper's pads. Orissa, how¬ 
ever, took the lead in the 29th minu¬ 
te when S. Minz centered from the 
left and Soren Beck flicked in past 
the stumbling Bengal defence. Imme- 

Crewal gels the equaliser for Airlines 
3*t 





Railways with the Rangaswami Cup 

diately on resumption, Bengal equa¬ 
lised through Ravi Kumar, but the 
home side .scored again in the 58th 
minute to become the second team to 
enter rhe semis. 

Earlier, reigning champions ladisn 
Airlines were the first team to enter 
the semis, when they beat the Indian 
Universities by an impressive 3-1 
maigm. in fact, it was the young 
Varsity boys who called the tune in 
the first 20 minutes, missing three 
sbsolute sitters with Amarjeet, the 
left-wiiigei and M. P. Peters, the In¬ 
side-right, being the most outstand¬ 
ing. Peters ran through the whole 
Airlines defence time and again and 
fed his forwards well. Amarjeet Rana- 
gave the lead to the Universities but 
Grewal equalised for the Airlines 
through a corner. Airlines, however, 
could not be denied a victory 
through excellent supg^rt from Ashok 
Kumar, playing as inside-left here, 
who time and again barassed the 
Varsity team in the second-half and 
even scored once. Grewal increased 
against Universities. Airlines won 
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the tally enabling the Indian Air 
lines to acquire the aemis berth. 

Services beat Tamil Nadu through 
a lone goal scored by Ramana from 
a penalty-stroke .fo enter the last 
four. It was a clever free-hit taken 
by Chengappa himself near the cen¬ 
tre line when he gave a through pass 
to the right wing, who centered and 
Chengappa shot into the goal, but 
obstruction resulted in a penalty- 
stroke. Tamil Nadu missed many 
chances Including 10 penalty-comers 
and comers. 

The fourth quarter-final also was 
lack-lustre, the only redeeming fea¬ 
ture being a fantastic goal by the vete¬ 
ran Baibir Singh of the Railways— 
the finest goal of the tournament. 
It was one of the typical Baibir runs 
from the centre One showing the 
whole Bombay team a clean pair of 
heels and beating international Olym- 
plo Fernandez on the right range in¬ 
to the goal with a scorching hit, 
which had for the first time brought 
the whole stadium ■qn their toes. Rail¬ 
ways, however, had nothing else to 
show throughout the match, whereas 
the Bombay right-flank pair of Nasir 
and Kaushik, time and again, beat 
the Railways defence. Kaushik exhi¬ 
bited some beautiful centres but none 
of his culleagues could take advan¬ 
tage of them. Till then, Kaushik had 
been the best right-wing on view. 

On the whole, there had been 
very little talent on view. Even 
the present Indian Internationals have 
been seen in poor light. Of course, 
some youngsters have ahowed pro¬ 
mise. They, were left wing Shaheed, 
(UP), contre-half Ravinder Pal (UP), 
inside right M. P.*-Peters (Varsities), 
Inside left Yusuf (Bhojal), centre- 
forward Azeezuddin (Rhopal), full 
bark D. S. Bhandarl CUP), centre- 
forward Amarjeet Rana (Varsities), 
left wing Rajendra Singh (Varsities), 
right-half Somaya (Bombay), centre- 
half Bara (Services! centre-half C. 
Carvahio (Bombay), wing Balvin- 
der (Bengal), inside-right Bohra (Rail¬ 
ways) and full back Mohinder (Servi¬ 
ces). 
















untold 

TELL YOU, ONE DAY I WILL 

A write a |>ook on Indian hockey. 
It will be a no-hokis-barred. a 
tirin’ straight-froin*the-hip story 
about what is wrong with Indian 
hockey and what should be done 
to improve the present state of 
affairs. In the process of writing 
the book I will dehnitely have to 
stand on the toes of a lot of big- 
shots—both former and present. 
That is why I am waiting till I 
retire...”, R. Oayakissen once told 
this correspondent. 

On February 21, the paid Assis¬ 
tant Secretary of the Indian 
Hockey Federation passed away in 
a T. E. Sanatorium on the out¬ 
skirts of the cuty of M^as. Since 
dead men tell no tales, his ‘untold 
story on Indian hockey will have 
to remain just that—untoM. 

Mr Dayakissen was bom in 1922. 
At college (Presidency, Madras), he 
captained the hockey and athle¬ 
tics team in inter-couegiate com¬ 
petitions. He WM said to be a 
good goalkeeMr and, in 1943, 
started the Madras Blues team 
which produced a couple of Natio¬ 
nal and State-level players. Mr 
Oayakissen himself played for the 
Madras Blues till 1957. 

Mr DayakJssen's association with 
the Indian Hockey Federation 
dates beck to 1951. He did a seven- 
year stint .as national hockey 
.selector from 1955 to 1962. From 


mr tmm he hfaTIiut. he 

was th e pa M AssistaBt Secretary 
of the IBV. ; 

In Angust 1977, Ittr Qeyeklssen 
collapsed in his Nahru Stadium 
office end had to he ho^alisad in 
the T- B. Sanstogfnm la Ihmba- 
ram. In sitdi bed siMpe was be 
that avra the doctors attending on 
him hair given up hopes of his 
survIvaL 

In fact, during that period, one 
newspaper reporter who visited 
him in the hos^tal was so con¬ 
vinced that Us chances of re¬ 
covery was so bad that he (the 
reporter) bad an obitnary on Oays- 
klssen ready to be splashed at a 
moment’s notice. But Mr Daya¬ 
kissen proved us all wrong and 
came back to continue work. 

This correspondent got to know 
Ml Dayakissen when he was at 
the fag end of his tether. He struck 
one as someone who had a feudal 
legality about him. He was ex¬ 
tremely fond of dogs (he was 
associated with the Madras Kennel 
Club), was a member of the 
Madras Race dub, the Madras 
Polo and Ridlag dub and the 
Madras Rifle C3ub. 

There are many (indluding this 
writer) who believed that Mr Daya¬ 
kissen ought to have retired from 
his post of IHF Assistant Secretary 
when he realised that ill-health 
prevented hhn from discharging 
bis duties competently. Indeed, 
there was a certain amount of 
pathos involved when one heard of 
Oayakissen’s death a IKtie after 
one had read Ron Hendricks (in 
"Like it or lump it”, Sportsworld 
February 13) comment on Daya- 
kisten’s inefficiency. May be Ron 
himself felt a lump in nis throat 
that day. 

ASHOK KAMATH 


in view, players had all the incen¬ 
tive to* show their art but most of 
the internationals did not play well. 
Of the goal-keepers the current in¬ 
ternationals, Alan Schoffeld, 
Chabra, as well as Olympio Fernan¬ 
des did not show up well and were 
beaten whenever tested. In fact, 
it was former Olympian Ashok 
Diwan who playea well. Among 
the full backs, Surjeet and Devindra 
did not participate, the former 
nursing an injury and the latter 
because Punjab did not send a 
team, as most of their players in¬ 
cluding Devindcr were busy with 
their Police games at Pune. Dung 
Dung played well only in patches. 
The full backs who performed con¬ 
sistently well were Rajlndcr Singh 
of Railways, Veneet Kumar (be 
played only two matches) and 
Bhandari of U.P. In the half line, 
Ravinder Pal of U.P. played extre¬ 
mely well, another to show up, was 


former international Roger Maggie 
of Tamil Nadu. Mumtaz Mullick of 
Bhopal. At right half Sommaya of 
Bombay did well and at left half 
Bhaslcaran was workmanlike with¬ 
out being brilliant. He seems to 
have Improved in attack and taking 
snap .shots into goals but is neglec¬ 
ting his defence which was amply 
demonstrated against Bombay when 
Kaushik of Bombay made run 
downs the right flank and sent 
down at least six centres which 
could have been dangerous to Rail¬ 
ways. Other left halts who deserve 
mention were Gabriel of Bombay, 
iMukesh of U.P. and Hooper of 
Bengal. 

In the forward line there was 
nobody to match Kaushik's skill It 
is a pity that when a player starts 
maturity he. is sidelined. Of course 
Charanjeet Kumar of Punjab and 
Philips were not there but only 


other right winger was Gurcharan 
who played well in patches. 

At the inside right position there 
was nobody better than good old 
Ashok. He started as inside left 
in the tournament but in the second 
leg against Orissa and the finals he 
switened places with Mervyn Fer¬ 
nandez and what a delightful com¬ 
bination they made. Hia only fail¬ 
ing is as of old—he still cuts in to 
the left. He should feed his right 
winger more. Bora of Railways, 
M.P. Peters of Varsities and Salim 
Abbasi of Bhopal gnd Amarjeet of 
Orissa—were the other inside rights 
who played well. At the centre- 
forward position Sukhbir Grewal 
was the best in view, he has matur¬ 
ed a lot but must improve his scor¬ 
ing ability. Azeezuddin of Bhopal, 
Amarjeet Rana of Universities were 
also there but of course it was 
veteran Balbir of Railways who 
captured the hearts of the public. 
However, he is over the hills now. 

At inside left it was Mervyn Fer¬ 
nandez who impressed most. 
Though playing at an unfamiliar 
position he quickly adjusted him¬ 
self and combined well with his 
Indian team colleague. Zafar Iqbal 
and troubled both Orissa and the 
Railways whenever on move. I do 
not know if he can permanently 
shift to his position or not as it will 
only found in the coaching camp- 
Shaheed of U.P. and Yousuf of 
Bhopal were the others who im- 
prsessed at inside left. At left wing 
Zafar Iqbal was good but I feel he 
is doing his left flicks more than 
the required time and should nor¬ 
mally turn and hit it hard with the 
full face of his blade. The left 
flick should be a surprise for the 
opponents, otherwise he was a de¬ 
light to watch. Among the young¬ 
sters Rajinder Singh of Universities, 
Balvinder Singh of Bengal, Sayeed 
AU of U P. also played well. But 
Sayeed has been an enigma for 
himself and the selectors so far. I 
tUnk he has taken h s game very 
lightly otherwise he performed so 
well in the Montreal Olympics but 
since then has been in and out of 
the Indian team so often that one 
fails to connect them. 

TN THE SEMl-nNAL ORISSA 
1 met the champions Indian Air¬ 
lines and Railways met Services. 
The line-up for #the semis was the 
same as last year, Orissa again 
being the only State team to reach 
the last four stage the other three 
being institutional sides. 

Till then, the talents on view had 
not been of a very high order. Most 
oi the teams with young players 
played well only in patches. Among 
tue best matches was tne one between 
Bhopal and Madhya Boarat. The latter 
were trounced 0-14—'the highest mar¬ 
gin in the tournament so far. ‘The Bho¬ 
pal inner trio of Salim Abbasi, Asm- 
zudd.n and Yusuf comlnned well and 
showed some tine hockey. The other 


Sidelights 

'pms IS THE SECX)ND TIME 
•I' in four years that Orissa 
hosted the National Hockey 
tournament for the RanKaswamy 
Trophy. The last time Cuttack’s 
famous Barabati Stadium played 
host was in 1976. But all is not 
well with its finances. At one 
time, the Orissa Hockey Associa¬ 
tion was in doubt whether they 
can raise enough funds. The 
budget being over Rs. 1 lakh— 
food for the participants alone 
coming to Rs. 48,000, at the rate 
of Rs. 12 per head. The caterer 
was approached, the same one 
who had taken charge in 1976. 
But he was reluctant as still some 
money was outstanding since then. 
But then the caterer agreed though 
only after it received some money 
which was given as grant by the 
Orissa Government, a total of 
R.S. 25.000. The association ex¬ 
pects some money from a souve¬ 
nir it has pu blushed on the occa¬ 
sion and. of course, the gate re¬ 
ceipts. Excepting in matches in 
which Orissa played there were 
hardly any spectators, even less 
than the number usually present at 
the Jaipal Singh hockey toume- 
ment played at Rtrdrkela. In any 
case this year, too. the assodation 
will be in the red, according to cal¬ 
culations made so far. 

PLAYERS PARTICIPATING IN 
the 44th National Hockey were 
very happy with the arrange¬ 
ments made. They stayed inside 
the stadium itself, ate there, a 
host of doctors starting from 
orthopaedics to physiotherapists 
were at band and a held hospital 
for first aid and top doctors had 
been rcouisitioned and was alway.s 
available tor services. 


Was not long ago that Orissa sent tough time to the formidable 

teams to toe Nationals so that *ts Orissa side in pool ‘D’ matches 

ahiUaUon coujd stay. But a and lost by just a goal. The 

strategy was tormed and hockey other teonus to withdraw were 

winch IS a wav of life in tribal Assam which could not select a 

Sundergarh district was tapped. team because of disturbed consti- 

Eoriunately, at that time, Michael tutions. Goa and Pondicherry, 

Kindo voluntarily ret.red from too, have, cried off, thinking tbe.ir 

Services and came back to his teams were not tood enough for 
home distna and joined the the Nativnals. 

Rourkela Steel Plant. He orga¬ 
nised natural hockey-playing Adi- THE FIRM AND BEAUTI.FUL 
vasis and today’s Orissa team is Barabati turl seems to have been 

virtually the Sundergarh district a haven for goals. Till the end of 

team—11 of the selected 16 being quarter-final stage as many as 154 

Adivasis. goals were scored and the pitch 

was still playing true. It is a record 
WHEN THIS SCRIBE MET THE since the pool system started. Al- 

famous Govinda, he had already though Bhopal failed to make it 

announced bis retirement from to the quarter-final stage, they 

first class hockey. Was it fat-- scored the maximum number of 

gue, old age or frustration? “Well goals at 26 in just three malche' 

haven’t I played enough, now —14-0 against Madhya Bharat and 

younger people must take up." I'i-O against Kerala, but went down 

But 1 reminded him of his near 0-5 to Services In the pool (‘F’) 

contemporary Kindo still playing fixture. Till the end of last eight 



l-'irxl ley xeitiis ..Airiarjeel scores Orisso'.s second ^oal against Airlines 


WHEN ORISSA REACHED THE 
seiiii-imais an. the Hyoerabad 
Nationals last year delcating 
ramil Nadu >n the quarter-unab, 
an agency scribe had described 
Orissa as tne joker m tne pack’. 
'Ihe scribe was not present this 
year at Cuttack when Orissa 
again made it to the .sem>s, tfie 
oiiiy State team to be m the last 
four, the other tbree being insti¬ 
tutional teams—Railways, Services 
and the Indian Amines. He 
.Should have seen the hrst-ieg semi- 
hnal between Orissa and holders 
Airlines wno got the fright of 
their lives against the hosts and 
•saaped through with a 3-2 win. 
Till.-, includes the controver-sial 
ihsdllowing ot a clear goal scored 
bv Ori-ssa miniite.s bclt.ie the 
breather, winch would have made 
It 2-2. 

ORISSA HAS REALEY BECOME ! 
one of the top hockey playing ' 
iiuiiils in the country today. It 


for Orissa "Well Kindo is on a 
mission .;n<l lx- i.s so far 73 pi-r 
cent siKu-ssfiil, the father in 
Kindo ha.> made his children come 
up.’’ He was refeiring to the 
Orissa team “I w sh I had some 
.such mi.s.sion. But I do not con¬ 
clude that my .service to hocki’v 
is also over,’’ he hastened to add. 
“onlv the future can say” 

PUNJAB IS ALWAYS A GLAM- 
our name in Indian hockey and its 
withdrawal from the tournament 
after sending a cheque of Rs 2,000 
disappointed all. The reason be¬ 
ing given is that the Punjab tcain 
con.sists of mu.stly plaver.s from 
tile Punjab Police and the BSf. 
They are now doing services in 
the Pol.co Game.s and they did 
not have a team worth sending. 
But then, Deihi sent a team and 
six of their regular players are 
doing service for the CRP in the 
Polic-e Games too and gavp a 


stage Services were the oniv team 
not to have roncxKicd any goals— 
scoring 16 goals In four matches. 
But then, there was only one 
hat trick and that by one of the 
Bhopal trios. 

THE ALL INDIA RADIO HAS 
its own style of functioning. On 
February 26 two quarter-final mat- 
che.s were slaif-d The lir'-t match 
was piavc'd Iietween Indian Air¬ 
lines and the Varsities and the se¬ 
cond between Orissa and Bengal. 
Naturally, when a ho.st team is 
plrving the interest of local peo- 
p'e is the most But the AIR d--ci- 
ded otherwi^e While the runnuig 
cemm'-ntarv between the lAtl and 
Varsities was done in Oriva. the 
match between Orissa and Bengal 
was dene in Fneli^h Strange are 
the ways of this medium. 


SWARUP JENA 




good match waa Uttar Pra- 

oekb played the Rallwaya la Pool 
‘H’. The young U.P. boyi played 
tome so.ntiilating hockey ana were 
unlucky to be ouated from the tour¬ 
nament on goal average, having aco- 
red ^1 against Ma/iipur, when the 
Railways beat Mampur 5-0. U.P. 
international Sayeed All and Sbabeed 
played some good hodrey. but the 
pick Irom them was the current In¬ 
dian centre-half Ravinder Pal. This 
young buy has all the qualities to be¬ 
come a permanent international but 
he must Improve his hit and distri¬ 
bute more tu his wings. He has a flne 
defence, particularly nis Interceptions 
ot passes from the opposite wings is 
faultiless. 

In the Pool ‘F’ deciding match. 
Services beat a listless Bhopal bv a 
flattering margin of 5-0. Chengappa of 



Services gave a fine performance as 
centre-forward and scored two goals, 
while Kusha. Lakra and Wilson net¬ 
ted one each. 

Pool 'C saw Bengal qualify for the 
quarter-flnals by beating Hyderabad 
2-1 and a facile 3-0 win over Madhya 
Pradesh. 

In the second quarter-flnals, hosts 
Orissa nosed out Bengal 2-1 to enter 
the semi-finals for the second year 
in succession. The game on the whole 
was a listless one. with neither side 
showing the technical aklll to out- 
manouvrc the other. In fact, Bengal 
wasted two golden opportunities in 
the first session—first Ravi Kumar 
committed a back-stick when ideally 
placed in the circle and then Apurba 
Bhattacharya after latching on to a 
flne through pass from Gopaljee, had 
to do a child's task by only plaang 
ball but he hit straight info the 
Unssa goalkeeper’s pads. Orissa, how¬ 
ever, took the lead in the 29th minu¬ 
te when S. Minz centered from the 
left and Soren Beck flicked In past 
the stumbling Bengal defence. Imme- 


Hatlways with the Rangaswami Cup 

diatcly on resumption, Bengal equa¬ 
lised through Ravi Kumar, but the 
home side scored again in the 56th 
minute to become the second team to 
enter ♦he semis. 

Earlier, ruignlng champions Indian 
Airlines were the first team to enter 
the semis, when they beat the Indian 
Universities by an impressive 3-1 
mat gin. In fact, it was the young 
Varsity boys who called the tune in 
the first 20 minutes, missing three 
absolute sitters with Amarjeet, the 
lefl-wiiigei and M. P. Peters, the In¬ 
side-right, being the most outstand¬ 
ing. Peters ran through the whole 
Airlines defence time and again and 
fed his forwards well. Amarjeet Rana- 
gave the lead to the Universities but 
urewal equalised foi the Airlines 
through a corner. Airlines, however, 
could not be denied a victory 
through excellent supu^rt from Ashok 
Kumar, playing as inside-left here, 
who time and again bneassed the 
Varsity team in the second-half and 
even scored once. Grewal increased 


Grewal gets the equaliser for Airlines against UniversUies. Airlines won 



the tally enabling the Indian Air 
lines to acquire tbe semis berth. 

Services beat Tamil Nadu through 
a lune goal scored by Ramana from 
a penaTty^troke ,fo eater the last 
four. It was a clever free-hit taken 
by Chengappa himself near the cen¬ 
tre line when he gave a through pass 
to the right wing, who centered and 
Chengappa shot into the goal, but 
obstruciion resulted in a penalty- 
stroke. Tamil Nadu missed many 
chances including 10 penalty-comers 
and comers. 

The fourth quarter-final also was 
lack-lustre, the only redeeming fea¬ 
ture being a fantastic goal by the vete¬ 
ran Baibir Singh ot the Railways— 
the finest goal of the tournament. 
It was one of tbe typical Baibir runs 
from the centre line showing the 
whole Bombay team a clean pair of 
heels and beating international Olym- 
pio Fernandez on the right range in¬ 
to the goal with a scorching hit, 
which had for the first time brought 
the whole stadium an their toes. Rail¬ 
ways, however, had nothing else to 
show throughout the match, whereas 
the Bombay right-flank pair of Nasir 
and Kaushlk, time and again, beat 
the Railways defence. Kaushik exhi¬ 
bited some beautiful centres but none 
ot his colleagues could take advan¬ 
tage of them. Till then, Kaushik had 
been the best right-wing on view. 

On the whole, there had been 
very little talent on view. Even 
the present Indian internationals have 
been seen in poor light. Of course, 
some youngsters have ahowed pro¬ 
mise. They were left wing Shaheed, 
(UP), centre-half Ravinder Pal (UP), 
inside right M. P. Peters (Varsities), 
inside left Yusuf (Bhopal), centre- 
forward Ateezuddin (Bhopal), full 
bark D. S. Bhandari (JJP). centre- 
forward Amarjeet Rana (Varsitiea), 
loft wing Rajendra Singh (Varsities), 
right-half Somaya (Bombay), centre- 
half Bara (Servicesl centre-naif C. 
Carvahlo (Bombay), &f( wing Baivin- 
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Willis: 

At the 
cross¬ 
roads 

B ob WILLIS WAS ABSOLUTELY IN 
the dumps during the tveek the 
Engluhmen were in Bombay to play 
the Jubilee Test. Willis stood out 
amongst the team not because of his 
tower mg hetght (he’s 6'6") but be¬ 
cause he's currerUli( the favourite 
whipping horse. Uts critics have 
charged that Willis on the basis of 
his performances in County cricket 
last year didn’t deserve to play 
against India. Nor, they argued did 
he deserve to be Brearley's deputy 
in the recent series Down Under. 
And when WUlis finidied the Asra¬ 
tian tour with just three Test wickeLs 
at an average of a tittle under 75 
runs per wicket, the experts turned 
around and said “we told you so.” 


tboee, ia the Test matdies 1 felt 1 
was a bit unfaicky not to cet.more 
wickets, espedalty in the first Test 
But after that my form fell away and 
I didn’t bowl at all. 1 don’t quite 
know what the reason was. I felt 
the lack of top<das8 matches as a 
build-up to the Test matches. We 
%were doing an enormous amount of 
travelling for the one-day games. 
We played, I tiiink, five or six night 
games and there were lights only in 
Sydney and so we had to keep travel¬ 
ling to Sydney from all over Aue- 
traUa. This was very tiring. I am 
not making any excuses. 1 didn’t 
bowl very well and I just hope it was 
a season of bad form and it will pass 
and I’ll get over it 

SW : Last year when the Eng¬ 
lish side went to Australia, yon were 
one of the most snccessfnl bowlers. 
How dM it feel cofiridering that you 
didn’t get the wickets T 

WILLIS : Oh, it was very depres¬ 
sing. Because I had very successful 
years in 1976 over here, 1977 in 
England. 1977-78 in Pakistan and 
New Zealand and in the summer of 
1978 back home and I had taken a 
lot of wickets. I suppose at the end 
of the series against the Kiwis I got 
over ISO Test wickets and since then 
it’s got harder and harder to get 
wickets. I had a mixed series at 
home. Against India in 1979 and 
last winter I got only three wickets 
in three Test matches which I sup¬ 
pose isn’t good enough for a front¬ 


line fast bowler who diould be aim¬ 
ing for an average of npaiiy four 
wickets a Teat. I was struggling. All 
the top bowlers have that sort 
patch and it has been frustrating for 
me. I had this target in nr mind of 
200 Test wideets and I i.adnt got 
that much closer to it. 

SW: Ton are kmww to iaiary- 
mne. Did you have any bt-rfaiw in> 
jury prabiema ou the tourT 

WILLiS : No, not specially. I had 
this problem with my left knee during 
^e World Cup in 1979. I had a sU^t 
recurrence of that. Nothing reblly. 
I just felt my lack of farm was real¬ 
ly through lack of bowling. I don’t 
know how many overs I bowled in 
Australia. I missed the Jubiiee Test 
because I was ill. But I don’t feel 
that I have bowled at all. I can aee 
people like Botham and Kapil, they 
have had a very hard slog the last 
few months. But 1 don’t feel like 
that. I feel I haven’t bowled at all. 

SW : Waa the present in- 
jury a recnireace of the one you had 
earlier on? 

W1LL*S: In I974-7S, in Australia. 
I had to return home because erf some 
problems in my knees. I had some 
fatty-tissues loose under the knee 
caps. 1 underwent surgery to re¬ 
move that As a result I missed the 
1975 season in England. No. this was 
not a recurrence, it was a different 
injury and happily it’s cleared up. 


Willis has been riddled wHh many 
injuries during his car^, a fact 
which his critics have capitalised on. 
The latest echo has been that he has 
played his last Test for England. 

Willis discussed all these charges 
rather calmly when I met him in his 
hold. He agreed to see me imme¬ 
diately. “There’s not much to do for 
me. I have dropped out of the 
Bombay Test because of injury so I 
have got plenty of time at hand.” 

WUUs is very particular about do- 
tr^ things in a proper way. And with 
hiv awkward bowntig action he has 
rnpturrd 184 witkels in 53 Tests. 

His recent book “Diary of a Cri- 
ekei -Season” gave a blow by blow 
acijount of what happens off the 
field. As a book it was different from 
the other books in its treatment of 
the subject. Wtllis said: “My 
publishers let me down. It was to 
be an account of the English season 
from April to September 1978. The 
book was to be released by November 
but for reasons not known to me it 
was ready in April 1979. So it became 
a little outdatecL*' 


8MttTSW(»LD: Row did you per 
form la Austnula this aeawm? 

WnXlS: Well, persouauy 1 had a 
disappeunting tour. I felt that i 
didn’t get into the rhythm of mv 
bowling at all. And though we did 
well in tto one-day matches, and 1 
waa quite pleased with my form in 



'7 don’t think ideally (he 
selectors want a last bowler 
to captain England. I think 
until Botham and Gower 
came along and established 
themselves I was the only 
guy who wes certain to be 
picked for the side apart 
from Geoff Boycott. And 
the selectors made it pain¬ 
fully dear to Boycott that 
they didn't want him to be 
captain at any cost." 


SW : Where decs your career 
stand vkMh-via Umse fatloreat 

WILLIS : I think I have reached 
a kind of cross-road. My performan¬ 
ces have declined in the last 12 
months and obviously the selecrtors 
aren’t going to keep picking me if 
my performances continue to decline*. 
We have two tough series coming 
up. One against West Indies at 
home, the other a tour of the West 
Indies. I am just hoping to get ful¬ 
ly fit with an intensive training pro¬ 
gramme, and get started in my 
County Cricket with Warwideshire 
and get bade to bowling a lot tff 
overs, and if I am taking wickets 
:md bowling quickly I’ll be picked tc 
play for England, otherwise not. So 
that’s up to me. 

SW : Bataloiof experts have been 
saying that you have already pliwed 
your last Test, that you are flnisned 
as a bawler.. 

WliXIS : Ah, well if you admit 
it’s your last Test you might as well 
pack up. I am going to try very 
much to play .for England. And the 
only thing that will prevent me from 
doing so is the ladc of fitness and if 
that is due to me being over 30 and 
slowing down a bit it’s a fact of life. 
If that’s the case then I’ll bow out 
of the international side and I’U ti^ 
and do well for my County and be 
content with that for a few years, 

I think, oner the years, my great 
asset as a bowler has been my toeed. 
If I lose that I am not going to get 
oideed for the international side. 


8W: If 


that jrw kM 
am kaw 4a van jprapaae 

la avatcMwOiattaplar m 
Wa«U yaa cam mhra ta a* Mai 
aMi» aecanlaf WB ya« ba aa 
eflecti ye k bafamT 

WILLK: You conceatrate on cut- 
tins your apeed down, you become a 
different bowler. You be a more 
defen^ve bowter than an attaddiy; 
bowler, instead of bavins four slips 
and two gullies, no mid-off, no ttird 
man, you have a more defensive 
field. You challenge the batsmen 
to score runs off you. You try and 
get more movement—and perhaps 
more swing—in your deliveries. Your 
pace would be that of Kapil and 
Botham who aren’t genuinely , fast. 
If you cut your meed you can con¬ 
trol the swing and the seam of the 
ball. It’s easy to do this at reduced 
pace than if you are bowling at *90 
m. p. h. 


SW: Do yen think lojurtM are 
part and parcel of a fast bowlerf Or 
is it your bad luck T 
Wn,US : Well, partly both. In a 
certain way I am unludv and partly 
due to the pressures of fast bowling. 
Unfortunately, I have a very unortho¬ 
dox bowling action which doesn’t heilp 
my fitness problems. In the coaching 
manual, you’ll see .you are meant to 
bowl of a braced left-foot and a big 
swing of the front arm and then a 
nice follow-through with your bowl¬ 
ing arm. Minei is not like that at all. 
It’s (how* I have always bowled a»i»l 
been effective and got the wic'tets 
with that action, so I can't really 
start changing that now. It does put 
a tremendous strain on my body, but 
if I can be fit. if the body can take 
it, I am willing to get back to the 
top and do my best. And maybe get 
200 wickets. (Laughs) probably 250. 


SW: You have come to dose to 
captaiBliig England. How do you 
feel about Itf 

WILLIS: I don’t think ideally the 
seiectws want a fast bowler to cap¬ 
tain England. I think until Botham 
ind Gower came along and establish- 
d themselves I was the only guy 
rho was certain to be picked for the 
side apart from (5eoff Boycott. And 
the selectors made it painfully, clear 
to Boycott that' they didn’t want him 
to be captain at any cost. I was basi¬ 
cally Mike’s understudy. Mike and 
1 have got on very well. I hope 
during this time that I have been 
the vue-captain, I have been of some 
help to him. . It’s.a help if a batsman 
and a bowler are running the aide 
I am hotter on discipline than. Mike 
who prefera being casual. Mike is 
better tactically than I am. I have 
helped him as much as I hould but 
I have never had this ambition to 
lead England. If it came along that’s 
fine. I have never worked towards the 
end that I would captain the side. 

SW : SoBW tinur back I read foar 
book "Diary of a Ciieket Seaaan” and 
one thing that struck tne was the 
amount m respect you dlnMayed far 
tradition. You sounded very disci¬ 
plined. 

WILLIS: 1 think discipline is 
lacking in professional cridtet, or for 



*7 tfy/nA disciphne is lacking 
in professional cricket) or 
for that matter modern liv¬ 
ing. The old standards seems 
to be thrown away and 
more lax attitude in one's 
dress and behaviour seems 
acceptable whereas when I 
started playing, it was a 
case of being seen and not 
heard, which was not al¬ 
together good either." 


that matter modern living. The old 
standard seems to be thrown away 
and more lax attitude in one’s dress 
and behaviour seems acceptable 
whereas when I started playing, it 
was a case of being seen and not 
heard, which was not altogether 
good either. I think you have to 
respect senior players, be seif-disci- 
plineil and courteous. If you don't, 
you’ll struggle to make your way in 
the game. Like some of our young 
players on the present tour found 
out. 


SW : What happens when wune 
cstaUisbed plajrera auAekave ? Does 
It affect the nnliy In tbe leamT 
WILLffi: 1 don’t think it’s good 
for the team unity. Dennis Lillee 
and Ian Chappell are two .cxarapieis. 
Their behaviour to me is abhorrent. 
They misbehave at offidal functions, 
they make fun of the people around 
them. I think it’s downright rude. 
The younger players are going to 
mimic these fellows and thus end up 
being rebels. 1 don't think it’s good 
for the game. II there is any differ¬ 
ences between the players and the 
Board there is a proper way of sett¬ 
ling the issue. Tliis method of in¬ 
sulting the Board is unpardonable. 
Obviously, Lillee ana Chappell have 
deep-felt feelings because of the big 
bust-up in Australian cricket as far 
as the World Series is concerned. But 
to smack the Board in the eye for 
the heck of it is not nice. Why do 
player always have to be at logger- 
heads with the Board. 


gW ; Bov 4o yo« rate KapB at a 

WnXlB : He’s a high-doss bowkr. 
It’s good to aee India produce a 
bowler like KapiL It’s the new gene¬ 
ration, from the quartet to 

Kapil. Bedi, Chandra. Praa and 
Venkat were very fine bowlers but 
if you go through the annals of Test 
cridiet spin bowlers don’t win Test 
matdies. it’s the seam bowlers who 
do. Even Derek Underwood, udio 
has taken nearly 300 wickets, will be 
the first to tell you that seam howlers 
win Teatf Derek’s probably won 
two or Uiree of tbe 80-odd Teats he 
has played on his own, but it’s the 
seam bowlers who do the damage. 1 
think Karsan would makes terriflo 
difference to the side. It’s a shame 
that perhaps Gavaskar and Vishwa- 
nath would be getting towards the 
end of their career when the third 
bowler comes in. So your bowling 
might be stronger than ymir batting. 

I think the side has got a fine balan- 
03 and that was a fine victory over 
Pakistan. 

SW : What do you think KapB 
lacks T How can ke Inmrovc T 

WILLIS : Not a lot really. The 
only difference between Botham and 
Kapil is that Ian never bowls a loose 
ball apart from the bouncer which 
he fancies would get him a wicket. 
Kapil rerbaps tended to over-pitch a 
little bit at times. I think if you had 
this third bowler he would get the 
rest. He. and Karsan had to bowl 
an enormous number of overs in tbe 
last 16 months. But if there was a 
stod( bowler who could take soAie 
of the weight off Kapil’s shoulder it 
would be nice. Someone who could 
bowl eight overs for 15 runs while 
Kapil had some rest and come back 
fresh. It’s difficult at the moment 
in modern cricket, as the big scores 
aren’t occurring as often as they used 
to and the ball always seemed to be 
on top of the bat. Captains are very 
reluctant to take off their best bow¬ 
lers. .lliat’s why you find Botham 
bowling so much because our bats¬ 
man don’t score big totals. 

SW: BarUer you were talking ol 
the ball dmnlnattng the bat, would 
you say that bowling atandarda have 
gone iq>T Or it It that the batting 
atandarda have deteriwated T 

WILLIS : 1 think it’s partly both. 
The advent of one-day cricket has 
undermined some batsmen’s techni¬ 
que. They are looking to play too 
many ^ms earlier in the innings 
and I think the wickets all over the 
world have deteriorated as far as 
batting is concerned. These days 
wickets all over the world have some 
grass on them, they are damp. Ex¬ 
cept in Pakistan where the wickets 
are dead. Scores of 500 and 600 are 
hardly scored these days. At least 
the.v are rare. Even in your scries 
against Pakistan where both sides 
had some prolific scorers the.v weren’t 
the big score of 500 plus. 


Interview with HARESH MUNWANI 
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Sportsworid Special 


1ST PAK-AUSSte TEST 


Pakistan return 
with a bang 


GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

A VICTORY, WHICH PAKISTi^ 
had all but pocketed on th<' third 
afternoon of the first Test match 
against the visiting Australia, was 
achieved rather comfortably at the 
toll of the bell at the tea interval on 
the fourth day. A demoralised side, 
which had had a miserable tour of 
India only days before, rose from the 
ashes like a phoenix and wiped out 
the humiliation which had haunted it 
eyen at home. It was not only a 
success for the team but a per 
sonal triumph for many of its players 
who had, at one time or the other, 
performed heroically during the 
match, to bring about the reyival 
of Pakistan cricket which it had bad¬ 
ly needed. 

The match began on a sensational 
note when a completely unknown lad 
named Tauseef Ahmed walked into 
the playing 11. And only four days 
earlier nobody had even heard his 
name. It was Uke a page from a fairy 
tale coming to life. Tauseef, a 20- 
year-old boy from Karachi who is 
employed by the Public Works De- 
paitmcnt (PWO), was not in the run¬ 
ning for the national side at all. His 
name was nowhere to be found in 


th(> 45 probables invited for the pre¬ 
paratory camp for the Australians’ 
visit to Pakistan. Then somebody re¬ 
commended Tauseefs name to Mush- 
taq Mohammad, former national 
skipper, who has now been appointed 
Pakistan’s full time managcr-cum 
roach, who passed it on to the selec¬ 
tors and finally with the blessings of 
Air Marshal (Retd) Nur Khan, the 
new Cricket Board chief, Tauseef 
.joined the camp only four days be¬ 
fore the Karachi Test was scheduled 
to begia His off-spinning potential 
impressed all present at the national 
nets. And keeping in view the vulne¬ 
rability of the Australians against 
oif-break bowling, the national selec¬ 
tors came out with the .sensation of 
the season—in walked Tauseef. for_ 
his first Test match, with oxpcri"nce’ 
of only a solitary first-class match to 
back him up. And the story book de¬ 
but was complete when Tauseef went 
on to bag three wickets on his first 
day in Test cricket. 

The Australian captain Greg 
Chappell called correctly as Pakis¬ 
tan’s new captain laved Miandad 
spun tht coin, laved, at 22 years 260 
daws, the third youngest Test .skipper 
in history after India’s Man 



Tauseef Ahmed—a dream debut 


sur Ali Khan Pataudi and Austra¬ 
lia’s Ian Creig. A great responsibili¬ 
ty rested on the tender shoulders of 
laved who had been entrusted the 
task having superseded at least 
seven of his seniors in the side, but 
he held himself very well in the field, 
wrung dianges when, he thought 
best and handled the team like a pro¬ 
fessional. 

On a wicket which looked like a 
spinners’ track from the very first 
morning and which the spinning com¬ 
pany of Bedi, Chandra and Prasanna 
would have relished to bowl upon, 
saw Imran Khan send down a fiery 
burst of superb fast bowling. Opener 
Ih'uoe Laird was beaten several 
limes. With one of Imran's bouncers 
his helmeted cap fell off, and finally 
Laird was caught plumb in front of 
the wicket as an attempted yorker 
rapped him on the pads. Tauseef be¬ 
came an instant darling of ibe 35,000 
strong crowd as ha handed his sweat¬ 
er to the umpire before coming on 
for his first over in Test crideet. It 
was a maiden. His bowling was on 
the mark from the word go, and the 
Australian pair, especially Graham 
Yailop, was in tangies. At 39 for 1, 
Yallop edged one behind the stumps 
and Taslim Arif gleefully accepted 
the dunce. The crowd erupted in 
deafening applause which continued 
for a full five minutes. For both Tas¬ 
lim and Tauseef. the dismissal was 
their first victim in Test cricket. Tas¬ 
lim was keeping wideets in a Test for 
the first time after having replaced 
56-Test veteran Wasim Bari, and 
was playing as opening batsman-wic¬ 
ketkeeper. 

Greg Chappell shaped well but 
then a beauty from Iqbal Qasim beat 
him and Taslim made quick work of 
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Majid Khan, reaming his form, square-cuts Beard to the fence 


a atum^iia. in ouae left-banded 
David Hookea and he edged Iqbal 
Qadm'a first ball to Majid Kbaa in 
uie sllpa. It most have been a very 
close dedaion as Hookes went off tbe 
around fuming and fiettfng and later 
asked Us ddpper to lAdaily protest 
about Um decision wbicfa he believed 
vras onfair. 

The Australian score at that stage 
was n for 4, but then nob-WSC men. 
Kim Hughes and Allan Border, play¬ 
ed some controlled diots andpatient- 
1y took tbe score to 161. Qasim strudc 
again and so did Tauseef. and some 
time before tbe dose Hn^es (85) 
was out oangbt in tim slips off a 
rank bad shot. Otherwise, he played 
a superb innings and displayed 
mrodous fighting abilities on a bad 
widcet on wfaidi his other colleagues 
fumbled and failed. 

Tbe score at tbe draw of stumps 
on the first afternoon was Australia 
199 for 7. Both Qasim and Tauseef 
had captured three wickets each and 
almost all day long the wicket had 
shown a remarkable tendency to spin 
and break as play progressed. The 
Pakistan fielding was not up to the 
mark. It was erratic for most part of 
the day, many boundaries that could 
have been saved were let off even 
though the out-field was slow, but 
the bowters stuck to their task. Sar- 
fras Nawax and Imran,-thoufdi not 
/(etting any help from the strip, bowl¬ 
ed with remarlcable control of line 
and length and were quite difficult 
to score off. 

Only 26 runs could be added to tbe 
Australian total as the remaining 


three wickets fell. Imran. Qasim and 
Tauseef took one each. Tauseef’s fig¬ 
ures of 4 for 64 in 30.2 overs (9 
maidens) on his Test debut were 
really commendable. 

KISTAN BEGAN WITH A 
brand new opening pair of Tas- 
lim Arif and Haroon Rashid. Then 


Ray Bright, the only spedalist spin¬ 
ner lu the touring side, struck and 
removed both Haroon and the sadly 
out-of-form Zaheer Abbas. Pakistan 
were then well-served by a healthy 
76-run stand between Taslim and 
skipper Miandad, but Wasim Raja, 
hero of the Indian tour, fell without 
scoring off a shot which turned the 
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Mudasaar Nomot is about to bo fsuijbt at slips bp Bordssr off Bright 
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I' wrooit way wbcn lie tried to hsminer 
it throuffh the covers. Taslim played 
a typically Xritty knock, and hi 
seemed to be continuina from his 
Test debut at Calcutta. He showed 
signs of coming into his own and 
on a wicket .such as the one at 
Karachi, he played his strokes to the 
; bc.st effect. Miandud was his aggres¬ 
sive self and lofted Grcamc Heard, 
playing in his first Test, for two 
1 huge sixes on consecutive deliveries 
r and Chappell promptly took off the 
^ debutant off-break bowk;r. 

At 134 for 5. IVfudassar Nazar joiii- 
V ed Maiid Khan, and the two former 
opening batsmen set about the task 
.'of rebuilding the innings. The score 
Kwas elevated to 193 for 5 with some 
f 'verv sensible and determined batting, 
t Of the five Pakistan wickets that fell 
^ during the day. Bright took 3 for 
48 and Greg Chappell, 2 for 22 with 
his friendly medium-pacers. 

Ma.iid Khan played the sort of inn¬ 
ings that win matches on the third 
morning of the Test. He grafted and 
dug in, and appeared calm and com¬ 
posed as ever, as he took his score 
towards a century and Sarfraz, 
Mudassar and Iqbal Qasim all gave 
him admirable support. His rear- 
t guard action came to an end only 
11 short of a deserved hundred 
as Allan Border took a superb tumb¬ 
ling catch in the. slips —his fourth 
/ of the innings. New cap Tauseef 
suffered the ignominy of being bowl¬ 
ed first ball and left-armer Ray 
Bright ended with a career-best haul 
of 7 for ^7. In five previous Tests, he 
had only managed a total of seven 
wickets. The Pakistan lead was 67, 
but in the circumstances, it was 
enough to bring about victory as it 
transpired later. 


P BAL QASIM AND TAUSEEF 
Ahmed, the new Pakistani spin 
twins, again wrought havoc in the 
Australian batting line-up which look¬ 
ed suspect against spin and s^emed- 
brittle on the strip which took extra 
amount of turn as the day progressed. 
After a reasonable opening stand of 
,38, the visitors slumped to 55 for 3 
and later to 90 for 6 Just before 
stumps were drawn for the day. 
The Australians were only 23 
runs ahead and victory for 
Pakistan, with two full days to 
go, waited just round the corner. 
Iqbal Qasim was at times simply un- 
playahla and bis left-arm spin earned 
him 4 for 39 in the final session of 
play when Australis batted. 

Javed Mlandsd, and his Pakistan 
team, must have spent the rest day 
in a state of anxiety with the smell 
of victory very near their nostrils. 
And when flnalLv the fourth day be¬ 
gan, it was a cloudy morning in 
Ksrsdii and a pleasant breese blew 
across the ground. The crowd, expect¬ 
ing a Pakistan victory, had swe^d. 
to almost 40,000 as early as 10.30 in 
the morning. 

Beard went back early, but Border 
found a witling and stubborn partner 




Ray Bright heaves a sigh of relief as the bail from Iqbal (Jastm stops 
just an inch from the wicket 


In Dennis Lillee, who had gone 
wicketless in the match. But Iqbal 
then found Lillee in front of the 
stumps and Tauseef bowled Dvrnude 
to take bis third wicket of the inning.s 
and the seventh of the match. Iqbal 
Qabim, slowly and steadily emerging 
as a world-class left-armer, returned 
a Test career best haul of 7 for 49 
and had 11 for 118 in the match. 
Pakistan needed only 74 runs to 
register a win over Australia. 

Ray Bright was again among the 
wickets as Pakistan batted and 
three men were clean bowled. But 
Zaheer Abbas, playing confidentlv 
after a long time, staved there and 
victory was achieved exactly at tea 
time when Waslm Raja struck Beard 
for a four through the covers. 

Iqbal Qasim deservedly won Rs 
5,000 offered as the "Wills” Men of the 
Match award, and there was Jubila¬ 
tion all over the ground and in the 
Pakistan dressing room. 

Greg Chappell didn’t seem satis¬ 
fied with the wicket at Karachi and 
said It was not suitable for a Test 
match. Javed Miandad seemed elated 
at being able to achieve victory in 
his first Test as captain but said that 
the battle was not over yet and 
Pakistan still had to fight out two 
more Test matches. 

Photographs by 

ZAFAR AHMED 

oTifl BADAR RAFAl 

TauMMf~b bowled by Bright ^ 





News: National 


RANJ! PRE-QUARTER-FINAL 

Hyderabad 
call wrong 

nPHE BAITLE BETWEEN THE 
•I bat and the bail wa* over, but 
not the tension ol players, uffiuals 
and small group of cricket enthu¬ 
siasts. Everyone was eageily waiting 
to know the fate ol hcs favourite 
team. About 10 minutes passed by. 
The umpires entered the playing 
arena, followed by the two captains. 
Narasimha Rao w.is m white, but 
Raju Mukherjee had (hanged into 
a blue sports jacket and matching 
blue trousers (and. of ('our.se. with a 
picture of a god in his hip pocket) 
Raju spun the coin, Narasimha call¬ 
ed 'head': but the (xnn had its ‘tail' 
up. giving Bengal the right to meet 
Ranji champions Helhi in the last 
eight stage. 


rabad pre-quarter-final match at the 
Eden Ga'-dens to a one-innings affair. 
Hyderabad were only 85 for five and 
a victory through first-innings lead 
appeared to be a mere formalMy for 
Bengal when young all-rounder Ar> 
shad Ayub joined his skipper Nara- 
simha Rao just 18 minutes before 
the lunch break on the final morn¬ 
ing. The wicket was playing quite 
easy and the Bengal bowlers were 
not at their best. The batsmen kept 
their heads down and played each 
ball on merit—well enough to pull 
their side out of trouble. 

‘Bobji’ Rao has been quite suev 
cesslul with the bat this season. He 
had earlier b-t two centuries in 
Ranji Ix'ague matches, against An¬ 
dhra and Kerala. But his unbeaten 
107 here was a gallant effort consi¬ 
dering the tact that it came when 
the odds were very much against 
his side. He, of cxiurse. had his share 
of luck, when, at 50. he drove 
straight to Subroto Porel at mid-on 
and the latter floored a simple chan¬ 
ce. 


Rain and wet ground condition.^ 
prevented 535 minutes of play and 
restricted this Bengal versus Hyde¬ 


But more appreciation was due 
foi young Ayub. The 22-year-old all- 
rounder had. earlier, overshadowed 


Test star Shivlal Yadav idtt his 
accurate off-sidniiers, which gave 
him three Bengal wickets. With the 
bat, too, he showed fine tempera¬ 
ment. He started slowly, taking 35 
minutes just to open bis account, hut 
then settled to go for his shots. His 
unbeaten 81 was as good as three- 
figure innings, which he could well 
have reacHbed had time permitted. 
This was Ayub’s first Ranji season 
and one is sure to hear more about 
this talented youngster in the years 
to come. 


B engal skipper raju Mu¬ 
kherjee was surprised when 
Naiasimoa Rao, after winning the 
toss, said; “You bat.’* Raju asked 
incredulously: “Do you bat or do 
we?” “You bat”, came the reply. 
Bobji, when later contacted, said: 
“There was a bit of grass on the 
wicket. Also, there were a couple oi 
bad patches. 1 did not want to ex¬ 
pose my batsmen, mostly inexperien¬ 
ced, against the bowling of the Ben¬ 
gal seamers, at that stage.” 


Whatever maybe his reason, the 
Hyderabad skipper’s move to let 
Bengal bat first was not a wise one. 
as Bengal went on to score 281 for 
the I 0 S.S of four wickets at the draw 
of stumps on the first day and, in 
the process, put Hyderabad on the 
defensive. 





W 'll IMlIlil, lOkJ 

r . Wh . ..•MiMMiBne' Mt dp » ■’SMMnm 

^ V . ■ 


8 Narasimha Rao drives durina his aallant cenluru knock 



Arshad Ayub hooka. He was successful both with the 
hall and the bal 


Hyderabad aeamers Saiaath and 
Jyotipraaad bowled too many full- 
tossed and half-volleys and Bengal 
owners Palash Nanidy and Prabal 
Gnush immediately started sending 
them to the fence. As many as 35 
runs were scored in just 26 minutes 
when Narasimha Rao was forced to 
introduce his spinners. But that 
could not check the Bengal openers, 
especially the experienced Nandy 
what more a side can expect from 
their first wicket pair than 127 runs 
in even time? In fact, Prabal was 
^ven out to a bat-pad catch by 
Jyotiprasad at leg slip off Ayub for 
4«, with which the batsman was not 
at all happy. “1 played the ball de¬ 
fensively, but it hit only mv pads, 
but not the bat”, he later said. 

But Prabal’s departure did not 
disturb the flow of runs for Bengal 
as Palash was joined by his younger 
brother Pranab. These two looked 
well set for a long partnership when 
a brilliant catch by Vijay Mohan Raj 
ended the younger Nandy’s small but 
impressive innings of 33 The bats¬ 
man took a full blooded swing to a 
short-pitched delivery from Ayub, 
only to see Mohan Raj run about 10 
yards to his left and take a brilliant 
diving catch inches from the ground. 
But that was the only bright spot of 
an otherwise shoddy fielding by the 
Hyderabad players. 

Palash, at the other end, duly 
completed bis seventh century in the 
Ranji Trophy. He is now just three 
runs short of his 2,000 mark. 

Palash Nandy is a player who al¬ 
ways loves to play bis snots—whether 
it js against Hyderabad or against 
Howrah Union (a local Division I side). 
And there was not a single shot in 
the art of cricket which the experi¬ 
enced opener did not execute during 
his attractive 116-run innings. His 
knock was a cbanceless one. the 
only blemish being a lofted drive at 
98 od Narasimha Rao which he al¬ 
most put to the hands of Yadav at 
mid-ou. 

The quick departure of Ghosh, 
the Nandy brothers and Michael 
Oalvi—the latter was out quite 
cheaply when he tried to play a 
straight delivery from Ayub with the 
spin allowance and lost his wicket— 
Bengal were about to lose the early 
initiative. Then came a gallant fight- 
back. 

Both skipper Raju Mukberjee and 
Udaybbanu Banerjee realised that a 
long Bengal Innings depended very 
muu on them ana they started con¬ 
centrating fully. And only when they 
found themselves well set did they 
start playing their strokes and cai- 
ried tne home team from 199 for 
four to 281 for four at draw of 
stumps. Roju, of course, got a ‘life’ 
when Ayub at first slip floored bim 
oB Boiaath, 

THE next day WAS HOU IN 
E Bengal. Despite the fact that 
the CAB had made arrangements 
to get the player to the ground. 
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Palash Nandy flicks to the leg to complete his attractive hundred 


(they stayed at a central Calcutta 
hotel for the night) overnight rain 
saw the field completely waterlogged 
and no play was, possible. The wic¬ 
ket, which was covered,- was all right 
next morning but not the outfield. 
So the umpires, after repeated ins¬ 
pections decided to resume the tie 
only at 2.30 p.m. on third day after 
taking tea early. 

The only way of forcing a result 
from Bengal’s point of view was to 
get some quick runs and then give 
the bowlers sufficient time and runs 
to bowl out their opponents. In the 
process. Bengal lost two quick wic¬ 
kets, those of Raju Mukherjee (57) 
and Alok Bhattacharya before decla¬ 
ring their innings closed after an 
hour’s play at 333 for six. Udaybhanu 
remained unbeaten with 63, which 
included a huge six oif seamer Sai- 
natb that landed in the extra cover 
gallery. 

To score 334 runs in 325 minutes, 
plus 20 mandatory overs, for a vic¬ 


tory was not at all an impossible 
target. But Hyderabad lost wickets 
at regular intervals to be five down 
for just 85. Then came the grand 
160-run, unbeaten sixth-wicket stand, 
between Narasimha and Avub which 
pul'ed Hvderabad out of trouble. But 
one could not understand why these 
two did not go for the runs in the 
later stages of the match, keeping 
in mind the fact that thev had ano¬ 
ther four wickets to follow—inclu¬ 
ding Shivlal Yadav, Jvotipras^ and 
Sainath who are no rabbits with the 
bat. 

And Hyderabad ultimately paid 
the penalty of pla.ying too safe--and 
reiving instead, on the coin which 
had favoured Narasimha Rao the 
first time out. But .Bobji obviously 
hadn’t reckoned with the law of 
averages I 


ALOK DASGUPTA. Calcutta 
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RANJ! HOUND UHS 

Bombay, 

Maha¬ 

rashtra 

qualify 

P erhaps in no zone has 

lluTC boca ‘-uch .1 levciliim ui>- 
wards as iii tlu* W<‘st Zone. The final 
points table shows Uombav to be 
winiHTs with 25 p<iinls. Maharashtra 
innntTs-up with l!l, llaroda third 
with 16. followed bv (Jujarat (13) 
and Saurashtra (9) 

And to think that Saurashtra at 
one staKe were fancied for the runn¬ 
ers-up berth ! In fact they scored 
400 against Mahara.shtr.i. taking first- 
innings point from them thanks to a 
splendid double et'iiturv bv Yajumn- 
drasinh (214) who played for them 
on birth ciutlifirationL But fitness pro¬ 
blems of their Bombay-based opener 
rtinesh Nanavati, whittled their batt¬ 
ing returns, espi-cially against Bum- 
bay and they lost outright, which they 


should not have. This reverse put 
paid to theii ho|)es and they conced- 
e<l a lead of 32 to Raroda in their last 
engagement. 

How«‘ver Saurashtra ran look for¬ 
ward to better things in future from 
batsmen Kiiit Chaulian who display¬ 
ed plenty of grit and determina¬ 
tion. especially against Bombay and 
Ashok Patel who is a tonadous bats¬ 
man. The consistent bowling of 
Naresh Parsana is also a happv 
augury. 

Maharashtra are back in the 
knock-out after a lapse of a year. 
Last year, they initiated a process of 
rebuilding, throwing overboard some 
players who were still capable of 
good servia.-. It has paid dividends 
with several youngsters coining to 
the fore. That they could withstand 
the loss of their chief scorer, Yaiur- 
vindra, is a tribute to Maharashtra's 
batting. Yajui vindra's absence was 
offset bv the .splendid consistency of 
skipper Raiu Bhalekar who had scor¬ 
es of 123.81, 60.60 ii.o. and 38. Open¬ 
ers Vijay Sharma, who hit three fifti¬ 
es, and left-hander Stanley Saldhana 
were in good nick with the latter 
getting a hundred against Bombay 
the only one to do so this season. 
Left-arm spinner Nitin Khaniwalc did 
the donke.y work and young leg-spinn¬ 
er Sunil Gudge (5 for 45) was instu- 
mental in routing Gujarat for 124 in 
the crucial final encounter and pav¬ 
ing for the outright win which clin¬ 


ched the last eight berth. Veteran 
Salgaonkar continued to make the 
openings in the rival batting ranks. 

B ombay had a comfortable 

time, except against Guiarat and 
Maharashtra, who made brave to 
chase their total of 440 with Bhale¬ 
kar and Saldhana putting on over 
200 runs for the third widket. While 
Dilip Vengsarkar, Sandeep Patil and 
Sum Nayak took off the scoring bur¬ 
den from Sunil Gavaskar. Bombay 
must be disturbed bv the lack of im¬ 
provement in Ghulam Parkar. and 
Mandle, their new openers. Youngst¬ 
er Kshirsagar could well overshadow 
these two Judging from his brief inn¬ 
ings of 16 on debut against Baroda. 

The depth in Bombay’s batting 
was emphasised by Zarapkar getiing 
95 in the tie against Baroda and 
Jadeja scoring frequently and Gbavri 
never having to stretch himself. Off- 
spinner Zarapkar is settling down 
but Shivalkar is not able to run 
through the sides as of yore. Veog- 
sarkar had bis best league season 
with scores of 51, 79, and 210 in his 
last three innings. He and Gavaskar 
lifted Bombay out of a tight spot 
against Gujarat who bundled Bom¬ 
bay out for 180. Bombay batsmen’s 
weakness against leg-spin manifested 
la this match. 

Gavaskar had escaped being stump 
ed off Gudge in the match against 
Maharashtra. In the tie against Guja- 
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Dilip Venasarkar—among the runs 


rat, leg-spinner Jayprakash Pandya 
harried the batamen with a haul of 
4 for 35. But for Shivalkar’s four- 
wicket-haul and Zarpkar's three 
quick wickets, Gujarat may well have 
taken the lead. They finished nine 
runs thort 

Gujarat's inability to consolidate 
on this performance in their final tie 
against Maharashtra had much to do 
with the absence of Dhiraj Parsana 
who had muscle trouble in his back. 
The returns of spin-twins Asok and 
Uoay Joshi became scares. Gujarat 
also lacked a front-rank bat^nan who 
could play a durable innings and not 
once did they cross 250. Jayesb Desai, 
pitchforked into the West Zone re- 
wrves, did not flatter himself with 
bis performances. In fact Pravin 
Desai showed out better. The perfor¬ 
mance of Pandya and youngsters 
Shrimali and Nainesh Amin is minm' 
consolation. 

Baroda beat both Gujarat and 
Saurashtra on the first innings but 
fell short by 13 runs of Maharash¬ 
tra’s score aS 443. A draw against 
Bombay would have helped them 
through, but Maharashtra’s win over 
Gujarat shattered their hopes. Skipp¬ 
er Aunsbuman Gaekwad appeared to 
have lost his appetite for centuries, 
hi.s highest score being 87. Ravi Desh- 
mukh maintained his advance with 
a century against Maharashtra. 
Satham and Jairaj Mehta batted use¬ 
fully down the order, but Ranjit 
Hazare’s form that took him to the 
West Zone team, deserted him. Sea- 
mer Vinit Wadkar and left-arm Par- 
deshi bdwied well but Shaukat 
Oudba fhiled to get wickets with the 
regularity of old. 

A CORRESPONDENT, Bomliay 


Rajasthan 

regain 

Mewar 

Trophy 

O NCE A GREAT FORCE IN INDI 
an cricket Raidsthuii. ciKhl 
times Ranji Trophy ruimcrs-up, are 
no more the same force. Lust season 
they failed to make even the knock¬ 
out grade. But this .year, undei a 
changed leadership—forniei 'Test 
cricketer Parthasarathy Sharma had 
taken over from Kailash Gattam— 
Ra.jasthan did the incredible by liiiisli- 
ing on top of the Central Zone Lea¬ 
gue with 24 points and in the pro«!ss 
won the Mewar Trophy. Uttar I’r.i 
desh, last year’s mnal champions, 
had to wait till their last lixtures 
against Vidharbha to make the 
knock-out grad.” as the luniier.s-up 
from the zone with 18 points. Ml’ 
were pushed to the thiid spot with 13 
IMiiiits followed by Railways (13 
jHiints) and Vidharbha (nine points). | 

Railways, who were the hosts to 
Rajasthan at Now Delhi, re.stiicted 
their opponents to a paltry 174 in 
their first innings after dismissing 
five batsmen for only 58 runs. The 
rain-afiected pitch saw the hosts in 
a fight corner when they b.illed los 
ing nine wickets for 150. But the last 
wicket partncr.ship between Aslant 
All and Tony Burrows resiued Hail 
ways and enabled them to take a 16- 
lun lead. 

Rajasthan once again batted indiff 
erently to lose nine wickets for just 
87 runs. Once again came a giand 
la.st-wicket recovery and two young¬ 
sters, Bhanupratap Singh (a cousin 
of former Test star Hanumani Singh) 
and talented wickct-keepei Shailen- 
dra Kaushik carried the score to 154. 

And tactful oiptaincy by Parthasa¬ 
rathy Sharma and poor batting saw 
Railways crawling on the final da.y 
and losing the match by only 14 runs. 
Sharma, a shrewd skipper, applied 
himself from one end and continuod 
with left-arm spinner Suresh Shastri 
from the other to dismiss Railways 
for 124 runs. Sharma, incidentally, 
took 10 wickets in the match. 

Rajasthan’s encounter again.st 
Vidharbha at the holy city of Ajmer 
was highlighted by the batting per¬ 
formance of left-arm .spinner Suresh 
Shastri. He hit his maiden oantuiy 
(103) in the Ranji Trophy and was 
engaged in a century stand with 
Framud Arya (60). The home team 
•scored 348 runs. Vidharbha, despite 
104 runs partnership between Pra- 
kash Budhc (56) and Suhas Phadkai' 
(74). were ail out for 241 with Sharad 
Joshi taking 5 for 31. 


The Rajasthan wicket-keeper. 
Shailendra Kau.shik made a dream 
debut in this match taking eight 
c.ilchos behind the slumps which in- 
cid<‘iitally is .j Ranji lecord. K.ija- 
stlian finally won the match by nine 
wickets. 

I ^'llE UTTAR PRADESH VERSUS 
Rajasthan m.ili'h was high¬ 
lighted by three cvntiiries. Partha 
Slidima (xmtribntcd 127 out ot his 
team's 276 .nut Ashok Hambi hit 145 
and Gopal Sh.irina 101 not out as 
Uttar Piadi'.sli replied with 380 and 
got the vital first inniiigs load. 

Ill the match agaiii.sl Railways at 
Ni‘w Delhi, Gopal Sharma once again 
showed his all-round iierformancc. 
He claimed five wickots to re.stricl 
R.iiiw.iys to only 16(1 in the first inn¬ 
ings and then soored a half-century. 
Sharma was ably assisted by A.shok 
Raiiibi and Rnliiilfah and Uttar Pra¬ 
desh managed to tak(‘ a Ill-run tirst- 
inings load. Aslam Ali of Railways, 
who at one .stage put Uttar Pradesh 
in trouble, finished with a career- 
best haul of 7 lor 77 

At Nagpiii, by viitiie ol their firsl- 
iniilngs lead, M.idhy.i Pradosh, l.ist 
>ear’s zoii.il riinners-ii|i, earned fivi- 
points against Vidharblia Vijav 
Telang, a natural hard-hitting oprn- 
er of Vidharbha, scoied 91. 

UP h.id their moments of fnistra- 
tioii at the steel city Rhilai when 
they failed to earn at least 
five points III tlvii drawn 
tie against M.idhya Prade.sh MP 
made '285 in the first innings and UP 
replied with 251. MP medium-p.ieer 
Prndeep Bauerjeo baggetl 4 for 54 
ami leg-spinner Aiiand Patel took 4 
lot 84 

Hut MP managed only three pomi- 
m their match against R.iilw.iys An 
enterprising 162 by skipper Ibrahim 
Ansnri enabled Railways to score 391 
in reply to MP’s 324. Tins match was 
a battle of fir.st innings in which MP 
skipper Subodh Saxena aftei scoring 
a tine 66 in the first knock, hit an 
unbeaten ceuluiy in the second. 
Anand Patel impressed with hisgiMig- 
lies and took five wickets. Railways 
also managed five points against 
Vidharbha. 

When R.ijasthan mot MP at Jaipui 
they wen- platvd on top ol the tabk- 
with 19 points and needed only .i 
draw to qualify foi the knock-out 
stage But on an undei prepared 
Sawai Man Siiigli Stadium wick-t 
Rajasthan, helped by a .spaiKlm;; 
hundred by skipper Partha Sharma 
look a first-innings lead an<I five 
points. 

MP with 16 points wc';; No. 2, but 
UP. with still one match left against 
Vidharbha, had 13 points and needed 
a first-innings lead pojnts to make ihe 
knock-out grade. The UP versus Vid¬ 
harbha match, after being twice post¬ 
poned, finally took place at Bareilly. 
Gopal Sharma once again shone with 
the bat and the ball and helped UP 
to get five points and a passport, to 
Mie -knock-out stags. 

PRAKASH BHANDARI. Jaipur 
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Botham ready 

I s THERE ANY CAUSAL CON- 
nectioii between philosophy and 
beards? We would not have hazarded 
a guess if only Mike Brcarley, Eng¬ 
land’s cricket captain sported a 
beard. Not only is Mike actually a 
man of philosophy, he has a philoscv 
phtcal bent of mind too. But when 
Mike’s team-mate and world’s young¬ 
est bolder of the. covetesl doubles 
recoid .</« U-Jlltarn ,s|Hirt.s .1 luMid .1. 
well as talks philosophically, one is 
apt to search for a reason. 

Botham, who was hinted as Eng¬ 
land's next cricket captain, .sounded 
typically philosophic when he was 
told about it. ‘‘It would be a veiy 
great honour for me, but if it hap¬ 
pens it happens. In the meantime I 
shall continue to play and enjoy nu 
cricket”, he .said. "Things seem to be 
going very well at the moment, but 
if the job were offered to me I would 
accept it of course, because it is the 
ambition of any aportsman to cap . 
his country”, he added. 

And who tipped Botham as the 
next captain ? None le.ss than the 
present incumbent himself. On his 
arrival in London on February 21 1 



32 Botham—crown in the offing 


from the tour of Australia and India, 
Brearley declared that he would not 
be available to go to the West Indies 
next winter. Brearley added he did 
not think that Ian Botham’s game 
would suffer if the England captain¬ 
cy were given to the Somerset all- 
rounder. “It will be a hard task for 
whoever captains England in the next 
12 Tests.” 

Asked when he thought it might 
be a good time for someone to take 
over, Brearley said: “It will not be 
easy to start as captain during the 
Tests against West Indies, here or on 
the trip to the Caribbean which fol¬ 
lows — but then It Is never particu¬ 
larly easy.” 

Tour Manager, Alec Bedser said 
that Botham’s captaincy prospects 
would have been helped had he led 
his county, Somerset. But Brearley 
explained that Botham had been co¬ 
opted by the selection committee in 
Australia to see how he responded to 
the extra responsibility and he had 
done well. 

Botham re-stated he was “very 
pleased with the way the game went 
in Bombay and, of course, with my 
own performance. But 1 must confess 
I am not very bothered about 
records.” 

Botham i$ leaving for an unknown 
destination for a salmon fishing holi¬ 
day before preparing for the start 
of next season. 


Disinterested Turner 

'pHAT NEW ZEALAND WEHE 
A without their champion batsman. 
Glenn luraer, for the recent Test 
series against the West Indies, jsf 
known to all cricket-moths. 

After yet another highly successful 
season with Worcestershire Turner, 
32, returned to New Zealand and 
there were high hopes he would be 
available for the Test series. But he 
chose to take a television commenta¬ 
tor’s post for the summer, although 
he will be playing for his native Ota¬ 
go in the Shell Scried inter-provindal 
contest. 


Turner was also unavailable when 
New Zealand toured England in 1978. 
giving as his reason for detaching 
his commitments in his benetiit year 
with Worcestershire. But behind it 
all, there has also been a long wrang¬ 
le over various matters with the New 
Zealand Board of Control. 

It is not a happy situation. Turner 
is a great batsman, of that there is 
no question. He is also extraordinari¬ 
ly frank, and one could not imagine 
him having carved out a successful 
career in the diplomatic corps. But 
he is basically a very honest, out¬ 
spoken person, and he has offended 
cricket enthu.siasts over recent years 
by his attitude. He is a full-time pro¬ 
fessional and unfortunate as it may 
be, the days when one played for 
one’s country simply for the honour 
of it have gone. 

Not that the television commit¬ 
ment is earning him a fortune. It is 
understood that he will actually be 
poorer, by a small amount by taking 
the job rather than by playing for 
New Zealand. There is a strong be¬ 
lief that Turner is simply not inter¬ 
ested in Test cricket any more. He 
has no need to play in Test matches 
to promote his reputation. 

Whatever may be the fact, that 
New Zealand won the series credi¬ 
tably beating West Indies in the first 


Test 

and 

drawing 

the 

second 

and 

the 

third 

without 

him 

does 

not 

detract 

in the 

least 


from the merit of this dependable 
batsman one of whose well-known re¬ 
cords is to have scored i,00U runs be¬ 
fore June. 

'First class' opener 

'T‘HERE IS SOMETHING IHAT’S 
A very retie^ning about K. Sri- 
liuniU'ii approach to batting. This 20- 
year-old opening ^latsman from Tamil 
Naou is piobabty one of the most 
exciting finds from the Slate in the 
last couple of s.a.ous. 

It is common knowledge that one 
of the cardinal pr.nciples in 
the opener’s rule book is one 
of staying put during the initial 
stages of the innings. And it 
is precisely because he throws 
this tenet to the winds that makt 
his batting so very refreshing, so 


my eaeitiag. his i>iujosoi>ii.v 
is fairly simple; the ball 
is to be bit—as hard and as oftea as 
possible. Maybe, one who lives by 
the sword often perishes by it. But 
that’s another story. What is impor¬ 
tant is that this youngster has bMn 
getting good runs this season. 

.Srikanth played his first Ranji tro¬ 
phy match last season. It was an un¬ 
eventful Hrst season. This year.be 
figured in all the four Ranji Trophy 
matches Tamil Nadu played and bis 
best effort was a 66 against Karna¬ 
taka. His first ‘big’ matdi was against 
Kallicharran’s West Indies when he 
turned out for the India ‘under-22’ 
teain. He captained the Irdia ‘under- 
19’ team in two of the five ‘Tests’ 
against the Pakistan juniors last year 
and scored an aggressive 102 in the 
Calcutta ‘Test’. 

Playing for South Zone early this 
year against Asif Iqbal’.s Pakistanis, he 
made a 90 and followed it up with a 
string of excellent innings in the re¬ 
cently concluded Vizzy Trophy tour¬ 
nament. Turning out for South Zone, 
he sccord 52 and 122 (90 mts) in the 
semi-final against West and 52 and 
146 (136 minutes) in the final 
againiit North. 

At school (Vidya Mandir) Srikanth 
figured as a middle-oi der bat but in 
college, he opened the innings be¬ 
cause of the non-availability of a re¬ 
gular opener. Now a fourth year 
F.lectrical Engineering .student of at 
the College of Engineering, Guindy, 
Siikanth has an enviable record of 
maintaining a first class throughout. 

About his game he says ; “Many 
people have advised me not to chan¬ 
ge my aggressive game but at the 
same time, not to neglect my defen, 
cc. 1 guess there is a lot of truth in 
that. That is why I maintain.that my 
younger brotlier, K. Srinath', who has 
been hitting the headlines at school 
level cricket, is a far better opener 
than I am’’. 

Skier Nadia 

G uess what nadia comaneci 

the overall Olymoic gymnastics 
champion of 1976 was doing in 
December? Ski-ing! Unless memory 
betrays wou, you will rer’ember that 
Nadia sustained an injui. luring the 
latest World (Championships in Fort 
Worth. She had to bid adieu to the 
championship midway, paving the 
way for the success of Nelli Kim who 
won her first-ever all-round title. 

Nadia resorted to ski-lBg with 
view to regaining her form. She has 
recovered from her injury and has 
started active training for the Mos¬ 
cow Olympics. 

After leaving hospital in Decern 
her, she went to the mountains 
where she spent her vacations ski ing 
every day. “Ski-ing not only helped 
me to regain good general physical 
condition but also created 
an excellent working mood’’, she 
said. “Now I am glad to return 



Will Nadia stage a comeback? 


to the gym.’’ Nadia herself and her 
coaches Marta and Bela Konoly — 
want to change somewhat her com¬ 
position compared to the latest 
World Championships and trust that 
the judges at Mosegw will prai.se 
their work. 

What about her other plans for the 
Olympic year ? Nadia said she wa.s 
facing an important task ot pa.ssing 
exit exams at the Lycee and success¬ 
fully passing entrance exams to the 
Institute of Phy.sicai Culture and 
Sport. 

No future for pros 

W HEN AT THE TENDER AGE 
ot eight he lost his paients, 
one didn’t know what lay ahead. But 
fortune took him as its own child 
and smiled in the form of Abdul 
Latif. Little did the child realise that 
one day he would be a name in 
squash. His mcntor-godfiither taught 
him all the tricks of the game so 
that today, he is the country’s top 
pr..le.‘-s.onal -gu,i.sh plaver - Autoinj 
Michael I'rancis who has won Ihr 
National pro title four times. Francis 
would have made it four in a row, 
but he was thwarted by his ‘Iradilion- 
al’ rival, Maharashtra’s Shyamlal 
Verma. For several years the fight 
has been confined to these two and 
it .seems that this rivalry would con¬ 
tinue for some lime more. 0( course 
Verm i d d b' at the Rombav bum 
Calrultaii thrice. 

Previously in India, .squash wa'- 
mute professional '^ut it lias euw 
taken a back seat bec.iuse of the jack 
ot fauljtics and pio.specLs. Alanv 
professionals had to .seek shelter 
abroad. There is no luturc here un¬ 
til and unless commercial films come 
forward to revive professionabsiii 
“'Ihe reason why Pakistan is the 
best is because of better faeiJilies. 
more competitions tor tlie pros and 
incentives. To top it all. there is the 
PIA finanang players and taking 
them aoroad for touriianients,’’ 
Francis said, adding, “the competi¬ 
tion there is keen as the first ten 
players come under the caie of the 
PJA.’’ Here Rafiq did not lake the 
risk of turoing pro as there is little 
he can expect through the game. .So 1 


he graduated and took off for Saudi 
Arabia, where he secured employ¬ 
ment. To keep his game alive, he 
plays squash only for his oountry. 
The same was the case widi Rafiq’a 
elder brother Rashid, who is a pro in 
a Birmingham squash club. Rashid 
also trained under Francis, has won 
many county titles in the United 
Kingdom and is doing well there. 

Francis, too, was offered a coach¬ 
ing job in Canada in 1973 — on a 
handsome s^ry of $16,400 per 
annum. But he turned down the offer 
beeausr* he had to lake care of his 
two little sisters. Although Frands 
<li(l some private coaching for some 
tune in the U.K., nostalgia brought 
film bark. "They do pay well even 
III private coaching," he said. 

International Frands, who has 
been a protessiooai squash coach for 
about a decade, ^ been the Cal¬ 
cutta llacquet (jiyh coach since 1962. 
lie tiains both young and old of 
both .sexes Iruitfully. The efficacy of 
his coaching is evident from the fact 
that his nephew l^tif Rafiq was juni- 
oi N.iiioiiais champion thrice. Latif 
Rafiq’s tiiuiuphs can be said to be 
l iauCiS’s ‘p. rsoiul achievement', bc- 
eause Batiq happens to be the son of 
rr.iiiris’s godfather. Abdul Latif. This 
IS, li .iiicis’s wav of returning the fav- 
oiiis done to him. Then at the recent 
(.'aleiitta Nationals, Oinair Ali Khan, 
tiaiiiiiig under Francis, did well bv 
upsetting sixth-seeded Mavappan of 
Madras Francis says; “Another very 
tateiited player is the \4-vear olj Anil 
(lidwaiii. He is very Veen and when- 
evoi he finds time, he’s with Ihe rac¬ 
quet. It he continues in this fashion, 
t won't be surprised if Anil hegms to 
cause upsets at the national fcvel in 
the near future." 







i ... 
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Francis—hero of many a battle 

I As Ihe lop professional among the 
I Id ill L.di.i, Francis, in addAion to hi< 
loin iiaiional litle.s, has notched up 
bolli tile Western and Easter,i In .\i 
iitlis, lliiic-e each. He has liad the 
privil'ge of parlidpriting in the 
W'oild Open .It Wembh'V (V. K) in 
fit.l G1 .111(1 7.'), pl.ivi ig . gainst 

vvoi Id cn nil inns lik" ll.islinn Kh.in 
il’, kelaii) Madiael Oddv (IJ. K) 
■mil Y.i-liiii Khan tF.ikisl.iii). I’raiifis 
plans to ei I '1 t'ui ii.nn ns jn Hong 
Kiiug .111(1 I! ii'j'k k n .V iiionlli. 

j: 


Newsround-u 


Madras reign supreme 

MADRAS : It is common 
knowledge that u..iversity-level 
sports competitions are- most often 
than not perfunctory exercises. It 
may ^ contended that this feature 
is not exclusive to the college and 
university levels but is, in fact, the 
bane of Indian sports But when 
competitions at school and university 
levels are reduced to little beyond 
farces, it calls for some 'attention 
(and action) trom all those who 
have been crying themselves hoarse 
from rooftops; "catch ’em young, 
groom ’em young.. . 

Madras University recently hosted 
the All India Inter-Universities 
Women’s Tennis Championship. As 
per the original schedule, the 
championship was to be spread over 
six days and involve 14 participant 
unlversltias. The tournament was 
eventually truncated to three days, 
with four teams participating In 
other words, 11 varsities used the 
standard “due-to-unavoldable- 
circumstances’’ line to ciy off from 
the championship. That for vou, is 
the extent to which our universities 
■re concerned about sports and 
sports competitions. 

For the records, Madras University 
—with national women’s champion 
Amneetha Ahluwalla and Rama Rao 
in their ranks—beat Delhi 3-1 to 
claim the title for the seventh time 
since its Inception. Nursing an 
injured arm Amreetha decided to 
default her singles match against 
Anu Peshwaria in the final. The 
gambit was obviously to enable 
Amreetha to put in her best for the 
doubles (with Rama Rao) and try 
and beat the less-fancied Mala 
Agarwal in her reverse singles. The 
gambit worked well as the former 
university champion Rama Rao beat 
Mala Agarwal 6-3. 6-1 in the second 
Angles to put Madras on level 
before the start of the doubles. 

The Madras girls found the going 
tough against Delhi’s Anu 
Peanwarla and Meera Mathur In the 
doubles. The former duo won 6-4, 

6-4; rather close as the score itself 
suggests. In retrospect, it was one 
facet of Anu’s play which probably 
cost Delhi the doubles tie. No doubt, 
(with Amreetha’s playing arm 
Inhibited). Anu was the best player 
on view. 

The doubles tie will be 
remembered for an error or service 
which led to some ill-feeling and 
■polling of moods. In the third 
game of the second set, the Delhi 

C ' broke Rama Rao’s service to 
2-1. But after changing aides, 
Amreetha served (instead of Anu) 
and levesled scores for Madras. The 
error was discovered midway through 
the fifth game and after much 


heated discussion, this game was 
replayed. 

The Delhi girls (especially Anu) 
were also upset about quite a few 
line decisions. The confusion was, 
compounded by the absence of line 
referees. And, mind you, this was 
the final of an All-India inter- 
universities tournament. 

After the doubles (which put 
Madras ahead 2-1) the Delhi girls 
were in no mood to carry on the 
contest further and conceded the 
reverse singles to give Madras the 
title without any further effort. 

ASKOK K amath 

Dempo win again 

PANAJl: Had there been any 
custoaian other than Eugenio 
Cardoz, Dempo’s atadel would have 
been in a shambles against Sesa in 
the crucial second-leg outing of the 
recent Goan senior division soccer 
league. Cardoz has been in 
tremendous form this season as he 
amply proved by forcing a draw 
witn three superlative saves, which 
would have done credit to the best 
goalkeeper in the country. Most 
commendable is that he conceded 
only four goals in the 25 matches he 
played this season, including the 
one against Taca Goa and the two 
exhibition ties against Sesa. 

After tasting defeat, which was 
the only one in the first leg, Sesa 
seemed to have been entirely 


revamped ■■ they disj^aye^ hajAeir 
second oucinf against Dempo. But 
Dame Fortune did not smile <m them 
and they had to be content with Che 
second spot once sf oia in the 
league, because defending diampions 
Dempo were fortunate to have a 
better goal average of 52-3 against 
Sesa’s 42-6. Thus, last year’s league 
position emained unaltered, with 
eadi collecting 31 points from 18 
outings. 

Sesa had an outside chance of 
wresting the title in case Vasco had 
beaten Dempo and likevvise if they 
had triumphed over Salgaocar in 
the ultimate match. The end of 
the first leg saw both Dempo and 
Sesa tied at 16 points from nine 
encounters. In fact, Sesa were 
lucky not to lose to Siridao and later 
was made to sweat before beating 
newly-promoted Santos by a lone 
goal. Their match against 
Salgaocar was abandoned as the 
referee was manhandled by 
irate spectators, following a fierce 
collision between rival players, in 
which the erring Salgaocar footballer 
was shown the red card. Contrary to 
expectations, there was no replay 
and Sesa were awarded full points. 
But it did not mean that Sesa were • 
better side, as in the second let, 
Salgaocar held them 2-2. Anyway 
Salgaocar managed third place 
after holding Vasco to a draw, 
while Sesa got the better of Vasco 
in both legs. 

AJIT K MOVE 


/A/S MYSORE CHAMPS 



NAVY MEN IN ACTION...Niinf> tsoms took part in the annual Weitem 
Fleet Regatta held at the Bombay Harbour recently. Reigning champion 
1. N. S. Dunapiri had to make way for I, N. S. Mysore, which hod a two- 
poinl lead over the dethroned champions end four times winners I. N. S. 
Vikrant. both of which finished with 47 points. Picture shows the winners' 
Capt I. J. S. Knurana receiving the "Cock of the Fleet" from Admiral Jal 
Cursetji, former Chief of Naval Staff 



Just one point 


Cricket 
balls: 
Good and 
bad 

|N 1755 THE HRST TREBLE 
1 stiched seamed cricket ball, pro¬ 
totype of the modem product, was 
manufactured and presented to the 
Prince of Wales, later George IV; the 
makers Duke & Son subsequently 
received the Royal Warrant. 

The siie and weight of the ball 
have remained unchanged since about 
those times and no attempt has ever 
been made to prescribe materials or 
method of manufacture: until now. 

Law 5 requires only that the ball 
shall be of certain weight and cacam- 
ierence, the latter measurement be¬ 
ing determined by ring gauges, the 
exaa use of wnich has not always 
been clear. Some gauges nave been 
seen where the metal has been hied 
away to make way for the seaml 

The method of construction is time 
proved as far as the major manu- 
tacturers are concerned, but not per 
haps otners. fabrication oi such an 
important characteristic as the seam 
is not governed by any Law and it is 
admitted that since the last War that 
the depth has Inaeased to meet the 
requests of the nrst class players. 

ill these circumstances it is to 
imagine why the present day wrangle, 
regarding the bail in use, in some of 
our show piece matches so often 
arises between players and the 
umpires. 

The officials with no instruments 
to assess the validity of the complaint, 
rely on a trusty eye and a certain 
understanding of gamesmaa>hip. Hie 
players perhaps seeking a ball with a 
more pronounced seam of harder ip 
mass attempt to make the change. 

Accordingly it seemed worthwhile 
to examine some of the balls likely 
to be used not only in the first class 
game, but also in club cricket, where 
cost becomes a very material con- 
iideration. 

With the co-operation of several 
manufacturers, clubs and individuals 
and especially the help of Dr Donald 
Morris (who protest^ the sample 
ielettioa was too small) and his staff 
at the Brunei University a number of 
tew and used balls were subjected to ' 


accurate measurement of size, weight 
and bounce. 

Just as the results were to hand, 
the test development programme the 
British Standards Institute had un¬ 
dertaken for the British Sports and 
Allied Industries Federation and the 
Cricket Council was also completed. 
The work of Peter Dawe, who con¬ 
ducted the programme for the BSI at 
Kernel Hempstead will go a long way 
to ensuring that all cricketers 
whether engaged in public park or 
Test Match arena, will know the 
qualities of the ball in use. 

In The Sttndav ■Tele’graph investiga¬ 
tion nine balls were examined, these 
were drawn from manufacturers and 
club stock, both used and new: three 
hend sewn, quartered English made 
balls, and Australian white ball, two 
machine sewn English balls and three 
hand sewn, quartered Indian balls. 
The retail prices ranged from over 
£20 for the best quality English balls 
to around £6 for the Indian variety. 

The BSI newly developed standards 
for weight and circumference are al¬ 
most identical to the existing Law 5 

B ieters and after test it was 
only two top quality English 
balls, one used and the other new, 
met all the reouired standards. 



I T SHOULD BE STATED THAT 
most of the remaining balls were 
close to the requirements, which 
allow a 5mm tolerance in circumfer¬ 
ence and 7.9 grammes in weight. 
Bounce from a drop of 178cm on t'l a 
ti’ed floor, varied from 30 per cent 
off the seam (English new machine 
sewn) to 31 oer cent in the case of a 
hand sewn English ball fresh from 
use in a County fixture. 

Figures for the series confirm the 
belief that a new ball gives more 
bounce than a used ball, but bounce 


off the seam or the smooth surface 
is almost identical. 

The BSI commenced work on 500 
balls, rejecting on a preliminary sort 
some half of that number, eventuylW 
reaching a position where 50 balls 
were tested at Edgbaston by Phil 
Edmonds, Bob Willis, David Brown 
and others as bowlers to Chris Balder^ 
ston and Barry Dudleston. 

Identified only by code numbers 
the bolls were of various qualities 
and later questioning produced a 
conclusive demonstration of the 
modern cricketer’s feel for a good 
ball, because with uncanny accuracy 
the group preferred the balls of the 
highest standsrds. 

Comments were made regarding 
the variboie seams met day by oay 
ana htier cousuiiauon between the 
mauutaciurers ana toe Bbi a formula 
was agre^a, tn« balls mode ana pre- 
sentea tor approval to a meeting of 
tiie coumy captains at Lord's last 
summer. 

The BSI used some ingenious 
macoiuery to test existing bails for 
wcarabiuty ana naroness and have 
iiicorpuraied the nnaings into the 
speoucatiuos as well as detming the 
gauge ot tnread and number of 
siucoes for tue seam. 

It is hoped that by next season 
balls will be available witb not oniy 
tue manutacturers name, but also 
bearing tOe tamiiiar BSI Kite sign 
and an impression Grade 1, 2, 3 or 4 
deponoing on tne standards met in 
the course ot production and bnisb 
wnich will be subject to random 
but fiequent check. 

The variety of trade names adopted 
at present causes confusion, but in 
future the standard of manufacture 
will be immediately apparent, to the 
great beneot of the game and the 
players. Altogether s most progres¬ 
sive step forwsrd u s result of unity 
of purpose from all concerned. 

The irritating stoppages la the 
game may be less frequent and clubs 
will know they are getting value for 
money. Standards may need to be 
marginally lughar than now for a 
Grace 1 ball; but British manufac¬ 
turers are conhdent ot their ability 
to stand in favourable comparison 
with all comers and they will be first 
in the field. 

A closing thought suggests that 
if BSI standard applied to balls in 
India then recent aggravvJon may 
have been avoided and also that if 
a scheme could be devised for bats, 
then the Lillee incident in Australia 
would not have occurred. 

The appearance and feel of the 
used Indian balls suggests that a 
false economy may accrue to clubs 
opting to use these in preference to 
the hrst quality English variety. 

RUSSEL MARCH 
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HARD-EARNED V'ICWRy ■ Roger De Vlaeminck of Belgium crosses the finish line to win the first lap of the 
four of Sardinia cyclnui race (left). At naht is Alf Sergersall of Sweden who won the third lap of the tour in 
Italy. 

fOUL ELAY . Romas mside left GUn'annell, puUs the jersey of Udinese's inside right Tin* who stares at the ball 
as if trymg to read hi.i future fiom a magii crystal ball The match between Roma vs Udinese in Italian Major 
League ended l-l. 



















(I) FREE FOR ALL: Australia’s Ann 
Frances gets a right kick from Vani 
Seangswany of Thailand in their 
women't free^stjule boxing match at 
Bangkok. Ann Frances won on points. 


(2) DASH RECORD: Houston Me- 
Tear (right) hits the tape to set a new 
world record at the Muhamrnad Alt 
Inokation indoor track meet in Long 
Begch, California. 


(3) WINNING : Brazil’s Claudi Girotto 
Filho holds the victor’s trophy while 
a team member pours the champagne. 
He won the Brazil Cup 350 cc special 
motorcycle race in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
On his left is Venezuela’s Johnny 
Cecotto, who came fourth and is 
standing in front of another Vene 
zuelan Carlos Lavado, second. 












SURPRISE SELECTION : Sunderland 
midfielder Shaun Elliott, who was 
called up by England for the under- 
21 European Championship. Ilis selec¬ 
tion was something of a surprise as 
Elliott had been converted from a 
powerful centre-half to midfielder 
only in the past month. 

FANTASTIC SAVE : Peter Shilton a 
goalkeeper with Nottingham Ferrest 
Football Club, executes an acrobatic 
save durpig a league match. 



ARSENAL INTO THE LEAD: Willie ^ 

Young (right) hammers the ball into ^ 
the net to put Arsenal in the lead in ' : : 

the 22nd minute oj the first division ■ ■ 
match against Bolton Wanderers at 
Hiahhun. London, 








PELE AND HIS FANS; Soccer immortal Pele gets a kiss from one of several befeathered admirers at one of Rio 
de Janeiro's traditional carnival balls 


KEEGAN AGAIN : England's Kevin Keegan (right) causes problems for the Republic of Ireland during a Euro- 
pean Championship at Wembley. Other players axe Laurie Cunningham (second left) and David Johnson, Ireland 
players are Chris Hughton (left), David O’Leary (third left), Liam Brady (third right) and Mark Lawrensan. 




Crossword 


I Gndman 




1 Not quite a hit (4, 4) 

4 And 7 ac. Acquire knowledge by 
way of racing Information ? (4, 2, 
1. 3, 4) 

r 7 See 4 ac. 

10 Unusually good (4) 

11 Number of deadly sins (5) 

14 A set of drums (5) 

15 Volcanic mountain in Sicily (4) 

18 A meeting for discussion (10) 

18 The people working a ship or air¬ 
craft (4) 

20 King, queen or jack (4, 4) 

DOWN 

1 Unfair (3, 7) 

2 Where It's all fishy 7 (8) 

3 Poor In quality, as in; "He Is no 
— cricketer" (4)* 

5 Mischievous children (4) 

6 An annual race run at Doncaster, 
one of the classics of the flat¬ 
racing season (2, 5) 

V. 8 Revelation to see No. 1 batsman ? j 
(3-6) 

6 Was a close thing in a horse-race? 

(3, 2, 1, 4,) 

12 The start of a football match 
(4-3) 

13 A detested thing, as in "Blood 
sports are — to him” (8) 

16 Any of the sections of a golf- 
course (4) 

17 A stake put up by a poker-player 
before drawing new cards (4) 

(SoluMons next week) 


Question box 


■Answers by Sudhtt Veidya 

P. Manda. Matkambeda, 

^ Q: Vlfhat is Sunil Qavaskar’s high¬ 
est score in Ranjl Trophy? 

A: 282 runs made by Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar In the Ranjl Trophy fixture against 
Bihar in Bombay (at Braboume Stad¬ 
ium) in 1871-72 is his cwaar-hlghest 
fcora. 


ATTENTION READERS 

Entries for 'Question Box' must 
either be written on the back of 
a post card or pasted on it. mar 
ked "Question Box", and sent 
to SPORTSWORLD. 6. PrafuHa 
Sarkar Street. Calcutta-700 001 
Entries sent in inland letters or 
envelopes will not be entertained 

Further, since we receive a regu 
tar flood of entries, readers must 
be prepared to wait for a mini 
mum of two months before then 
queries can be answered ■ Editor 

Blnoy Sarkar, Ratabarl. 

Q: On what basis Is the ‘Mart of 
the Match' award given to a cricketer ? 

A: The 'Man of the Match' award Is 
given to a cricketer, who helps his 
side to change the complexion of the 
entire match, or for some outstanding 
performance in the match 

Premananda Nayak, Heragoharl Sahl 
Purl. 

Q : Was Don Bradman an opener ? 
What Is his Test batting record ? 

A: Mb. Bradman was not an open¬ 
er. He scored 6,996 runs in 80 innings 
of 52 Tests with 10 times not out at 
an average of 99.94 runs per Innings, 
his highest score being 334 made 
againet Australia at Leeds In 1930. 

Mohd. Jawald Akinai, Aligarh. 

Q: Which wicket-keeper from India 
and world has dismissed most bats- 
ment by stumping ? 

A: WA.S. Oldfield of Australia has | 
slumped 52 batsmen behind the j 
stumps. For India, Syed Kirmani holds I 
the record of a maximum of 23 stump-1 
ings In 40 Tests, till the Madras Test I 
between India and Pakistan. 

Shekar, Mulund, Bombay. j 

Q: Before the recently-concluded ' 
series, how many Tests were played , 
by Pakistnn without any of the four ' 
Mohammad brothers ? j 

A: The third Test played by j 
Pakistan against England at Karachi in I 
1977-78 is the only Tost In which none j 
of the four Mohammad brothers played \ 
for Pakistan. I 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 51 



Q: Who was the West Indies cap¬ 
tain in 1980-61 Brisbane tie Test? 

A: Sir Frank Worrell led West 
Indies in the only tie Test of cricket 
history. 

Sarthak Cfwwdliury, KalyaML 

Q: What Is the Test record of Basil 
O'Oliveira ? 

A: Basil O’Oliveira of England has 
scored 2,484 runs In 70 innings of 44 
Tests, at an average of 40.06, with 
eight times unbeaten. His highest score 
among his five centuries Is 158 made 
against Australia at The Oval in 1868 

|R.U'|i| Ghosr 

QUESTIONS 

1 Who delivered the first ball ol 
the Ranjl Trophy ? To whom ? 

2 Who became the first player to 
enter the record-book of the Ranjl 
Trophy championship? 

3. Which is the only Ranji Trophy 
tie to have been over In a single 
day 

4. While a ciirketcr playeu a big 
part in the triumph of his State 
in the inaugural Ranjl tie. his son 
played a significant rote in the 
corresponding zone's victory in 
the inaugural Ouleep Trophy tie. 
Who are they 

5 Who is the only player to have 
scored a century against all the 
five zones n Ouleep Tropny ? 

6 Which bow'er Is credited with the 
only hat-liick in Ouleep Trophy '> 

'! Who scored the first c<..,,:ury m 
Irani Cup ? 

8 Who has scored most centuries 
in Irani Cup ? 

9 What IS the 'owest total (one inn¬ 
ings) in Ouleep Trophy ? 

to Who IS crij.Jited with the highest 
Individual score in Ouleep 

Trophy 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


I Bonn Sehtpito 


The European Bridge Cup, sponsored by 
Philip Morris International, is now In its- 
fourth year. This weekend the fourth 
tournament of the series is being held In 
Copenhagen, with subsequent events to 
come In Hungary, Tel Aviv, Switzerland, 
London and Biarritz. 

This was a hand played by my partner, 
Martin Hoffman, in an earlier heat In 
Brussels to earn us an above average 


score. 


y K 10 9 
A J 10073 
^3663 



85 

A832 
A084 
10 9 5 


* A KJ 1074 
y 078 

4 A04 

East dealt at game all and the bidding 
was short and simple. 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

pass 


pass 

24 

pass 

4# 

pass 

pass 

pass 


After one of a ma)or has been raised to 
two by partner, there are two recognised 
methods of trying for game. By pre- 
arrangement a player may bid either the 
side suit In which he wants help, or his 
shortest side suit. With a minimum raise 
to two partner signs off In three of the 
agreed major; with a maximum raise he 
goes to game In the major. With a 
moderate raise he ludges whether such 
outside values that he holds will fit well 
with partner's hand or not. Clearly my 
partner subscribed to a third school of 
thought-the basher’s approachl 
West led the Jack of diamonds and 
dsclarer ruffed the diamond continuation. 
The problem was to avoid the loss of three 
heart tricks. It would be enough to find 
either opponent with both top hearts, but 
the opening lead placed East with 0 A 0 
so, after his initial pass, he could hardly 
hold ^ A K as well. Equally, West with 
both y A and ^ K might well have led 
one so divided honours seemed probable. 
If either defender held e ooubleton 
honour (and declarer guessed which; 
defender It wasi) the contract could be 
made by force, but Hoffman found a neat 
way of Improving his chances. He draw 


trumps In two rounds, ending In dummy, 
.then led 1? J. East played low. Imagining 
that declarer might be faced with a guess 
if he held, say, K 10 tn hearts, ana later 
on a second heart lead from the table 
gave South his tenth trick. 

As the cards lay East was clearly wrong 
not to cover ^ J but the position was not 
yet clear to him and It was an easy mistake 
to make. At most tables four spades 
failed by one trick. 

Last week’s quiz: At love all South holds 
♦ 0 9AK740J10 3*A 10 74 2, 
North opens one-diamond and South 
responds two-clubs. North bids two- 
spades and at this point South does best 
to bid a simple three - diamonds. After his 
response at the Two-level and North's 
reverse the bidding cannot stop short of 
game and, as a slam seems possible. 
South can agree diamonds as trumps 
and start cue-bidding later. Although 
not wrong, the fourth suit bid of three - 
hearts does not advance the cause much. 


This week's quiz: At love all South holds 
4 A 10 9 S.e ^ J 9 3 0 0 10 9 * A 5., 
North opens one-club and South res-' 
ponds one-spade. What should South 
•call after North reblds three-clubs? 


Chess 


I Peter Clarke 

Readers of my article of October 16 must 
have gathered that I am a Spassky fan 
and confident about his prospects in the 
Final Candidates' Match. However, the 
majority of experts probably favour 
Korchnoi, and Raymond Keene, who 
acted as his second in the match at 
Evian, has even put It forward that 
Korchnoi could prove a dangerous threat 
to Karpov, 

Writing In the October Issue of the 
British Chess Magazine, Keene manages 
to compere hIs principal not only with 
Lasker but also with Botvlnnlk and 
Alekhine. This Is an excess of zeal, but 
there Is no doubt that a game like the 
following one does reveal the sort of 
wizardry that one associates with the 
very greatest masters. 

Whits: Vletof Kerehneli Black: Lev Poleoa* 
ysvskir. Ouesn'i Osmbit Dsclintd, Stml-SIsv 
Dsfsnct. (7lh Gsms, Sami-final Csndldslsi' 
Match. Evisn. 1977.) 

1 s4, Ktfii I Kist,ee 

> Ktn,esi 4 d 4 ,es 

• el, KtbdTi • Biil, das 

1 ■aa4,bli • Ml, tbT 


• «-e, b 4 | 10 Kte 4 ,ae 7 

fl KlaM,KtaM| tte 4 ,a-e 
Up to hers play had followed the third oame of 
ths match. Now Korchnoi varist from ths 13 sS 
playsd thsra. 

II Qst. hSj 14 Bal, Hal 

II Rfdl, cl: II d a c, K«a4 

ITBdS, all: Uhl, aadS 

II h a a4. R a all IS OdI, aS 
t1 Raal, BdT 

Black ought rathar to have axchangad Rooks. 

It R a si, ■ a al: It ol, h a « 

S4 0aal,0sT; n Obi, as 

MObSiOMi ITRbS, dS 

H el, Qflt II R a dl, RaS 

M RMI... 


The Alekhina touch I The Rook cannot be taken 
bacauae of 31 KtgS, while 30... B x 13 permits 
31 R X 09-I-. 

SS ... QaSt ' 31 RH, ■» 

St bS, RdSi SS Kl a d4, Q a d4 

S4Rasl-t-1 - • • 


Black must accept this offer. The thrust eS will 
lead to a won ending. 

l4...Raell 31 Oxal-t-, Khl 

MQhl+,Kgl| STaS, Os4 

U aaf-i-. Ran; SSOM, Obl-t- 

40 Khl, QhT-t-i 41 KeS. QdS-f 

M IS, Q a aSi 43 OdS-f, Rasigns 


Competition MSI. Solution next week. 
White 


tm mnm . 

■ 

sM nlXHiS 


Black 

White to play. How should Ihe game finish7 

•olutlon to 0340 (Tarrosch-Moissr, Nurn- 
boro, taSO). (lh1r/p3pPb1/1pgrnSp/lpS/ 
SplRl/SRIQ1/RRROIRR/SRK1 - Whito to 
ploy.) Tarrasch, who had given his opponent 
the odds ot a Knight, decided the game with a 
beautiful combination: 24 Rxo7ll, Ktxg7: 25 
B X he, Rh X he (or 25 ... Rd X he; 28 ObB-l-); 26 
0xg7-h, KxgT: 27 (8-0-h, Kge; 28 017-f, 
KgB:290fB-l-,Kh4;30o3#. 

Rroblom No 1011. Solution next week, 

V. Bartolevla (First Prize, 0/e Sehwalte, 1964). 
(b10lbK1/8 / IRIRpl/1 / IRIhS / t4RI/ 
IRRRgS/0/0-0 white moni 0 blaah.) 
White to play and mate In two moves. 

•olutlon to No 1010 (Livshits). fl/bSat/SpI 
r1/aiil4/Sk4/SRr/S1KSp1/S-malo In two.) 
1 Bf3 (threat 2 OcS); (a) 1 . . . Ka3; 2 0d2; (b) 
1 ...Kc4:2 0b4, 














Great taste makes it 
the largest selling 
filter in the East 


max. PR ICE 

*$■2 00 . 
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From man to man. 

From State to State, 
the fame of No. 10 Filter 
is growing. In West 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa; 
Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim and 
Meghalaya; thousands 
are changing to the great 
taste of No. 10 Filter. 
Making it the largest 
selling filter cigarette in 
Eastern India. 

And the taste of No. 10 
Filter is spreading. 

Over Uttar Pradesh. 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. 

Uncompromising quality 
Unvarying satisfaction 


The taste to go steady with 
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Face setters for the 8o^s 
MorarjeeMiJh 


OrsM Fabrics. Suitings, Shirtings and Sarsss. 

' In pure polysster, cotton and blends. 

lie Morarjee Goculdas Spinning and Weaving Co. Ltd., 
Bombay 400 012. 
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P. K. Banerjee 

'VVhy I left Mohun Began' 





ImranKhan 

'Why we lost to India' 
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Croft, Garfier (in colour) Holding, Roberts l)v 

John Benaud 
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HOW FRIENDLESS fS MISHA ? 

Never before have the Olympics 
been held In a socialist 
country. And never before has 
there been so much politics 
In the staging of the Summer 
Games. While the Moscow 
meet Is barely four months 
away, Ranjitkumar Qhose tries 
to find out which way the 
political wind Is btowlno. In a 
campaign piece, Chlranjeev 
details his recent visit to the 
Soviet Union, while Sydney 
Friskin assesses the British 
situation. 



WHY I LEFT MOHUN BAGAN 

Former International and now 
India’s leading club coach 
P. K. Banerjeo exolalns his 
reasons for switchinq over to 
East Bengal. Also, on paqe 34 
a report on Calcutta transfer 
In Singapore. 


16 WHY WE LOST TO INDIA 

In a hard-hitting article, Imran 
Khan lists the causes of 
Pakistan's 2-0 defeat In the 
recent series in India. 
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Paying 

and 

knowing 

G . H. VISHWANATH WAS 
liglitlv cheered and given 
an ovatiun on bis completing 
.SUOO runs in test cricket on 
the third day of. the Golden 
Jubilee Test at Bombay, but 
what followed when he got 
out was the mast unrewarding 
tecepsion meted out to this 
great bat.sman. Tlie crowd 
from the pavilion side booed 
hint in a disgusting manner. 
One would think that at least 
people Sitting in the pavilion 
•side are knowleiigeable and 
such behaviour Irom them 
w.is nnthinkiible. Certainly it 
wa.s not the kind o£ reception 
one should accord tb a great 
batsiiiaii who has served 
fndia niagiiificently for over 
in years. 

K. R. GATTANl, 
Bombay. 

(Unforlunalely it is not true 
that those who pay the most 
also krum the most — Editor) 

Unique coincidence! 

'rilERl-: IS A STRANGE 
1 siiiiilarHy in the last 
three lest series played in 
tiidia against West Indies, 
Aiisir.ilia and Pak-stan. The 
Indian captain won the toss 
in the 3rd, 4th and 6th Tests. 
While the capta.ns of visit¬ 
ing teams won in the Lst, 
'/nd and 5th Tests in all the 
three Test series. Remark- 
aide is ri not? 

RITABRATA GHOSH. 
ABHIJIT DUTTA, 
HooqhUj Collegiate School. 

THERJ IS A REMARK- 
able coincidence in the patt¬ 
ern of India's viclories in the 
reteiitlv-concluded series aga¬ 
inst I’akistan and Australia 
which may interest follow¬ 
ers of cricket. In both the 
cases, we have won two 
Te.sts apiece: and in each 
rase, the wins have been 
achieved on the same date of 
tw>) consecutive months 
Against Australia we won on 
October 7, 197.9 fit Kanpur 
and on November 7 at Bom¬ 
bay; and against Pukistan we 
won on December 20 at 
Bombay and on January 20, 
1960 at Madras 

RAJESH JOSHI, 
Bombay. 


Gavaskar fan dub 

•ll/tti INlTiND TO l ORM 
VV a fan club ol Mr Sunil 
Gavaskar, the all-time great 
cricketer of India. It is our 
request to all Gavaskar fans 
to send their suggestions 
about this plan. Whereafter 
we shall proceed further. 

GAUTAM GANGULLY, 
SARAJIT ROY, 
and others 
Calcutta. 

Congrats ! 

H ats off ix) maha- 

raslitru for w.nning the 
triple crown at the National 
T. T. hold at Ourgapur. It 
was a treat to see the Maha- 
raslitra men, women and 
boys brush aside all their 
opponents, displaying quality 
T.T. Vilas Menon and Sailaja 
Salokhe lived up to their re¬ 
putation. But young S. Sree- 
ram, Karnlcsh Mehta and 
Kashmira Patel stole the 
show with their impressive 
games. The young talents 
from M-^harashtra will sure¬ 
ly do better in the neai 
future. 

It was really disappointing 
to sec the West Bengal teams, 
cut ■iuch a sorry figure 
PRADEEP CHOUDHVRY, 
Durgapur. 

KUDOS TO niE JUNIOR 
volleyball team of Rajasthan 
for their hat-trick in the 
Junior National champion- 
•ship The Rajasthan team’s 
display of skill, power and 
confidence was exemplary. 
Though Bengal gave a tough 
resistance to them in the 
.series and took the first 
game, they at once gathered 
momentum and finally de¬ 
feated Bengal. 

DEBANJAN BISWAS, 
Calcutta. 

HEARTY CONGRATULA- 
tion to Dennis Lillee on his 
completion of 200 Test 
wickets in only 38 Tests. 

MOHD. RAFI, 
Belgaum. 

MY HEARTIEST CONGRA- 
tulations to Greg Chappell 
and his team f'lr the sound 
thrashing they handed out 
to the Poms. I wonder what 
Mr Freddie Trueman has to 
say about Breaiiey and his 
men. ‘Rag, tag, and bobtail 
outfit’? Oh. no! The Austra¬ 
lian umpiring was so bad, 
you know. 

Dennis Lillee also deserves 



IfOOMfUTAlXM 
Sfprtout njdttk wrttt in 
Hking for m nrnrf- 

ttt status, photogfspfis ste. 
w ptonPmnt sports psrso- 
npmiss. WhUs wo apptaeists 
■thoP intsfsst in thsP idok. 

is obviouafy not possibts 
•£fdt us to obiigs tham. Wo 
loquost our roaders not to 
•mbarrssa us by making 
fiuOH^raquasts — Editor, 

special praise for taking 200 
wickets in only his 38th Test. 
His career has been ham¬ 
pered by a serious back 
trouble and the World Series 
Cricket. Yet this great 
bowler has earned the res¬ 
pect of everybody. 

SIBAYAN BANERJEE, 
Durgapur-9. 

KINDLY CONVEY MY CON 
gratulations to our wicket¬ 
keeper Kirmani on achieving 
the wicket-keeper’s double of 
claiming 100 victims and 
lopo runs in^Tcst cricket. It 
is all the more delighting to 
hear that he is the first 
Indian wicket-keeper to do 
this feat. 

LAXMAN PANNALAL. 

Kakxnada. 

KUDOS TO THE FAST 
bird on the racing bike, 
Nisha Sutaria who set up a 


record by becoming the first 
female motor-cyclist to app¬ 
ear on the famous Sholava- 
ram track in Tamil Nadu. 

I wish the young pharma¬ 
cist a great time in the com¬ 
ing years, and wish other 
young girls to come on the 
track with their mo-bikes. 

NILESH GANCVU. 

Patna. 

ONCE AGAIN KERALA 
has proved her superiority in 
athletics by claiming the 
overall championship for the 
third .year in a row. Kerala 
with 157 points grabbing 19 
gold, l3 silver and eight 
bronze medals have pushed 
Punjab to the second place 
P. T. Usha, the wonder girl 
of Kerala, has been adjudg¬ 
ed the best in the girls' sec¬ 
tion. Given proper coaching, 
this woiuler girl <^n reach a 
pretty good height in the 
field athletics. Kudos to this 
Golden Girl! 

In the junior girls* section 
Maya who has won two 
golds has been declared the 
best in that group. The last- 
minute withdrawal of the 
star athlete, Arjuna award 
winner Angel h^ary Joseph 
from the Kerala squad ba<l 
never affected and with the 
available talents Kerala has 
done it. Marvellous indeed! 


The presence of Suresh Babu 
would have definitely made 
a world of difference 

K. V. ANANTHA 
KRTSHNAN, 
Trivandrum. 

IN THE SIXTH TEST 
match at Calcutta Kapil Dev 
set up a new world record by 
earning the Test double— 
100 wickets and 1000 runs. 
In this record, he has achiev- 



Kapil in full cry 


ed five distinctions. First, he 
has Income the youngest 
Test player at the age of 21 
.years and 25 days to com¬ 
plete the double. Second, he 
has captured 100 Test 
wickets in the shortest time 
(one year and 108 days). 
Third, he has become the 
only player to complete the 
double in the same Test 
match. Fourth, he is the onl,V| 
fast bowler in India to' 
capture 100 Test wickets. 
Fifth, he is also the only fast 
bowler in this continent to 
complete the Test double. 

DR. G. K. SHARMA, 
Delhi. 

WE CONGRATULATE THE 
young star Kapil Dev for bis 
completion of the double in 
the same Test. Every run 
that he scored and ball that 
he bowled gave real pleasure 
to the spectators. It was 
very accurate to name him 
the Man of the Series. We 
really are proud of such an 
allrounder and we expect 
more of him in the future. 

RADHBSH CH. PAUL, 
RANJIT KANTl PAUL, 
Cachar 


eamel 
inti 



In SIX inspiring 
shades for smoother 
flow and beautiful * 
clean writing 



Asif's fast 

'TTfE SIXTH TEST MATCH 
A at the Eden Gardens 
will linger in our memory 
for a long time. Not only 
because of the sporting 
declaration by the Pakistani 
skipper, which suddenly lit 
up the Test match after 
three days pf dull proceed¬ 
ings. The Test marked the 
end of the Test career of the 
Pakistani skipper himself. 
Asif Iqbal, considered as one 
of the greets of the game in 
Asia, deserves all praise for 
what he did for cricket. But 
we regret the fact that Asif 
has taken a very hasty 
decision to retire. He looked 
fully fit, and agile fielder 
and an elegant bat.sman at 
Calcutta. His plannings as 
skipper bore the stamp of 



Astf Iqbal bowing out 


courage and imagination as 
his batting showed the power 
to execute them. 

PROF. CHANDRAKUMAR 
DE, 
Chinsurah, 

I AM A FAN OF ASIF 
Iqbal. Still I hold that his 
declaration at Calcutta was 
not. a truly sporting one, as 
he came to know that India’s 
opener and main sheet- 
anchor Sunil Gavaskar was 
unfit to bat because of some 
throat trouble and with that 
India had no other proper or 
regular partner for Chauhan 
to open for India. So Asif 
really wanted to exploit 
Indian batting. 

KAPIL KUMAR, 
Bangalore. 
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TO BXDBiH 19082^ 
maniaga. Be knewlwaano 
JtNDgte hii team’a coach. So 
'V.Qotttam Sarkar, Sahroto Bfaatta- 
4 'luil*& Pradip Cboudhury and 
Mobttn Bfigap plionm But 
th^ were very cordiaL 1 reci¬ 
procated the feeling. The evening 
went off well and both me and 
my wife were happy to have 
been there to bleu the newly- 
weda. 

Yes, 1 have left Mohun Bagan. 
After ftfur years and eighteen 
trophies. 1 have called it a day. 
Penonally. I have always fought 
shy of going to the Prem for‘ I 
bdieve ^t anyone who is In ac¬ 
tive pursuit of sports shouM not 
attract publicity except by his 


therefore, raise no controversy, 
nor join iwuc^with anyone. 

The game of football has made 
me what I am today. Therefore, 
1 owe it to myself—and, till my 
fiaculties fail me—I must do v^at 
I can tor the advancement of the 
game. That is why I took up 
coaching at a time when I could 
still have worn a jersey. As in 
other pursuits, proper atmos¬ 
phere is essential tor success in 
coaching. Perhaps more so. For, 
a coach is not merely a teacher, 
he is a battle commande)^ of 
sorts, but with a difference; he 
cannot communicate with his 
men when the battle is on and 
he cannot get reinforcements at 
will. Strategies have, therefore 
to be thought out in advance and 
there is little scope for changing 
once the operation is on’. The 
team must conform to his plan 
and its members must fit in al¬ 
most like pieces of a jigsaw 
puzzle. Under the circumstanc'^a 
uong with the intrinsic abilities 
of a plgyer, hig suitability to the 
role auigned to h.m takes an 
important place. Hence, iwat re¬ 
cords are of little use; relevance 
to the current situation takes 
precedence. X have always felt 
ttat it is by selection, rather 
than election, that a succeuful 
- rnm be formed and fielded. 

That, la w$hy the need tor disci- 
plihe and^e will of team mem- 
- MW to wiry out instructions to 
thf l^ter ara of prime impnr- 
;^,.taMe., 

-Itt this sphere, I am sorry to. 
.'Vg|y» there was a laeofi in the 


later ataM of mg stay in iXobun 
Bagan. Of courit I would has¬ 
ten to add that this does not 
mean that players of other eiubs 
are any better. I had made two 
points with the Mohun Bagan 
authorities. First, I had insisted 
that attendance at ail training 
seulons — conducted daily — 
should be at least ninety per cent 
For the last two years, 1 had 
maintained an attendance regis¬ 
ter. Secondly, the players would 
be urged to participate in all e:c- 
hibittoh ties and tournaments in 
whicn the club enters. I had 
problems with the players on 
both counts. But this is a malady 
that goes quite deep—and is re¬ 
lated to the overall question of 
money. Today, players are much 
more keen to play for their res¬ 
pective clubs than tor their State 
or country. It is a sorry state of 
affairs indeed, but that is a 
different story. 



Specifically, I had problems 
with wingback Di.m Palit and a 
few other players. But I behaved 
well with all players, only telling 
them that their places in the 
team would have to be earned by 
them—they would certainly not 
be served on a platter. 

There was also the question of 
politics in the higher ech^ons 
of the club. I kept entreating 
tha oflkials to keep their in- 
^hting out of the field—and I 
think 1 did succeed to a large 
detent, mainly by sitting 'with the 
"opposition” group whenever 
possible and generally impreasing 
on all concerned the need for 
harmony in the team. I had faced 
a similar situation when I was 
with East Bengal (1972-75), but 
the state of affairs in Mohun 
Bagan . now seems to be more 
serious. 

But I would like to make it 
clear here and *iow that I am 
not leaving Mohun Bagan be¬ 
cause Sast Bengal is oMring me 
more facilities. All through the 


seventiw, t ha«e hoted how lome 
other'coaches^, who have sh>wn 
less resnlts 1 miv& at times, been 
offered better ncilites than I 
have bem given by Mohun 
Bagan. XI spent tour years with 
the club, but there was never a 
proportionate increase in the 
acuities it offered m»—deMte 
the continued success I helped 
bring to the club and the repeat¬ 
ed assurances of the Oeneral 
Secretary in^'tbe presence of the 
FbotbaU Secretary. Not only that, 
the club has also not given me 
my previous dues as yet. Of 
course, all of this had been 
gentlwnen’s agreements. But 
perhaps the greatest cause of 
embarrassment tor me was the 
fact that, ham 1978, the club 
authorities did not thiitk it fit to 
make me a member of Mohun 
Bagan A.C. t 

Anyway, all that is in the past. 

I Joined Mohun B^an when the 
club was at its naair. It had not 
beaten East Bengal for si:: years 
at a stretch and the morale of 
the club members and playets 
was at its lowest ever. I am leav¬ 
ing the club after four fruitful 
years, during which time the club 
has risen from one peak of suc¬ 
cess to another and is now at 
the height of its lame. 

In contrast. East Bengal is in 
a shambles. 1 have just heard 
that several estobUshed players 
are likely to leave, making my 
task of rebuilding really hercu¬ 
lean. I don’t know what I can 
achieve-dn months or years. If 
I fail to build around a nucteus 
of old players like Bsbib and 
Sudhir Karmakar, my care«r aa 
a coach may be well and 1;fuly 
finished. ’ : > 

I am taking a tremendous 'risk. 
And it is not a calculated one 
either. I had kept joay doors 
open tor Mohun Bagan, but 
their nficials refused to open a 
dialogue with me, despite setting 
a date three times. Xt was only 
when I bad finally settled 
joining East Bengal did tMy 
stop taking me for granted. But 
it was to late by then, because I . 
had decided on tbi^ step only 
after deep thought and consulta¬ 
tions with people at the helm of 
a^rs. I know that if I fail to 
show result^ I may well be dis¬ 
carded oy all clubs. But then, 
rve always believed in strug¬ 
gling. And this will only begin 
when I field the East Bengal 
team tor the Federation Cup in 
mid-April. 



"1 am not foolish enough to say 
politic* does not exist in sport. What 
I do say is that sport shatld not be 
used for political ends"-— 

Lord KiUanin, 
President, IOC. 


"To say that the Olympic Games 
have nothing to do with politics is 
the equivalent of saying that disco 
dancing has nothing to do with 

seir 

—Essay in ‘Time' magazine. 


M^yHAT WILL THE TEMPERA- 


turt, humidity and wind 
direction De during the Moscow 
Ol^P^T” 


The above question was broached 
in mid-19i8. ^e USSR Meteorolo¬ 
gical Centre was asked to determine 
Moscow s most favourable climatic 
period. They did so by meticulously 
analysing weather data over the past 
decade. Result? It was found that 
during the period between July 19 
and Au^st 3 Moscow has the least 
fluctuation In temperature. 


This indicates the degree of seri- 
ouaneas and sincerity with which 
the USSR has made the preparations 
for the 22nd Summer Games. But 
by an irony of fate seven months 
before the scheduled start of the 
Olympics the Kremlin has been 


forced to grapple with an altogether 
different sort of weather—trough to 
say the least—in connection with the 
holding of the Games. At the 
moment it is really very hot for 
Moscow—a weather forecast which 
nobody could have thought of. 

Who has made things hot for 
Moscow and how—all this is known 
to even a child on the street today. 
To make a long story short, 
Russian’s invasion of Afghanistan 
gave the USA the golden opportu¬ 
nity to apply its diplomatic leve¬ 
rage. President Carter in a natio¬ 
nally televised interview on the 
NBC “Meet the press programme" 
on January 20 declared that unless 
the USSR withdrew its troops from 
Afghanistan the Games should be 
moved from Moscow, or postponed, 
or cancelled. February 20—one 
month from the date of his throw¬ 
ing the bombshell—^was the deadline 
he set. 

The month passed without the 
desired response from Moscow. No 
sooner did the deadine expire, when 
R-esident Carter called on US 
athletes to boycott the event. Mean¬ 
while, he had sent Muhammad Ali 
the three-times world heavyweight 
champion boxer, to rally Black 
Africa behind his boycott call. Mr. 
Cyrus Vance, Secretary of the State 
too toured Europe to mobi ise sup¬ 
port behind the US proposal. All 
earned a dubious measure of suc¬ 
cess, but 'by February 20, over 50 
nations of the world were said to 
have expressed their support for 
the US stand in one way or the 
other. Of them 23 including Britain 
had stated publicly they would join 
the boycott, 13 had indicated their 
support for Mr Carfer privately 
and 19 were “leaning'in that direc¬ 
tion." The development has anger¬ 
ed Russia beyond measure and it 
has furiously reacted to the Wh'te 
House action. The USA has been 
dubbed ‘‘enemy of the 4)lym- 
pics", and its action as “poliucal 
blaclonail,*’ : 











'HaIwt had thb 

mpbrtunity of partlcimt* 
in' the (Mynpica yet. For 
reaeon I have jrot my heart 
oil me IMO Olympics. In 
ow I will be competing in 
Cbe ijWi metre steeple-enase 
a^ if circumatances permit, in 
ihe 10,000 m as wdL** tous 
aiid Kei^n Henry Rono, who 
aet four world records in two- 
and>a-half tnonthai Ihree of 
them in long-distance running 
(8,000 m —7:82.1, 5,000 m — 
13:08.4, 10.000 m — 27:22.6) and 
one in the steeple-chase (8K>0.4) 

Thai was in 1878. Little did 
the record-breaker firooa the 
Rift Vailey know thct athletes 
propose^ politicians dispose. 8o 
one. wiu see nothing of Henry 
Rono or other Kenyan funners, 
such as (Seorge Rono (steeple¬ 
chase), Wflson Waigwa (1,500) 
in Moscow, since as matters 
stand now, Kenya has decided 
to boycott the COympIcs. 

Or. take the case of Tracy 
Caulkins, the USA swimming 


star who said, ”1 really hope to 
compete in the Moscow Games**. 
Till the other day she must 
have, been viBuajislng a stiff 
eontcist with .Yuliya Bogdanova 
of USSR in the lOOm breast¬ 
stroke. And what about her 
near-nameaake, Australia’h Tra¬ 
cey Wickham, woild champion 
and record-holder in 400 metre 
and 800 metre freestyle events? 
And Wickham’s feilow-Austra- 
llan rival Michelle Ford who 
won three Spartaklad golds? 
None of them will be seen in 
the Olympic swimming pool at 
Moscow, because indications are 
that Australia will join the boy- 
c«tt. ^ 

So there is no gainsaying the 
fact* that if the boycott mate¬ 
rialises it will no doubt be a 
poor Olympics at Moscow. Many 
stalwarts will not' be seen In 
action there, making it easier 
for lesser flares to succeed. 

The track and field events 
will be held without stars from 
the USA, Britain and Kenya 
whom the world have longed to 
see in action all these months. 
Sebastian Coe, Brendan Foster, 
Steve Ovett of Britain, Renaldo 
Nehemiah, Edwin Moses, Evelyn 
Ashford, Larry Myricks, Dwight 



Stones of USA are aoihe; of > 
names of the atiitetica 
to conjure with. Stmilacli,n 
the swimming and diving evi . 
the proficiency’ of A^iieniipl' 
and Austrahana is sotne^ting 
which nobody disputes, although 
the Russian challenge cannot be 
ignored. Wfauf knows we would 
not have sm another^ Mark 
Bpita or John Naber in MoscOWt 
Similarly, woo can fathom llw 
depth of the wound that Sudan'a 
up-and-coming 400m ^sprlntar 
Kasheef Kassaa received at the 
of his country's Jotainf 


news 


the boycott? 

For Hasans it wouM have. 
been the first chance .to fetich 
an Olympic medal. 'Hiere art 
also sportsmen for whom It 
would be the last. Dwight Stones, 
USA’s once-worid-record-hoMtof 
high jumper whom the Ohrmpie 
gold eluded in 1972 and 1978, la 
such a luckless sportsmfm Petr ‘ ^ 
haps he could have beum^ me, 
Russian Vladimir YaS^tnko,. 
the present world record-holder, 
in his own den. Perhaps he 
could not. 

The accident of birth. Yes, 
'tis the cause. 

RANJITKUMAR CHOSE 




The future alone will reveal 
whether the USA was lying in wait 
to torpedo the iMoscow Games, or it 
seized with both hands the god-sent 
opportunity to have a crack at i.ts 
arch-enemy. Whatever that may ba, 
the fact stands that President Carter 
has dealt the right blow at the 
right place. “Tom, I want to know 
what would have the most punitive 
impact on the Soviets—leaving the 
Olympics or trade sanctions?’’, the 
P*resident had asked Thomas J. 
Watson, Ambassador to Moscow 
after recalling him to Washington 
for consultations shortly after the 
Soviet invasion. Watson s reply 
was : “There’s no question, the 
Olympics would". Carter threatened 
the Soviet Union with the boycott 
the same evening. 

The Carter Administration be¬ 
lieves that if the USA, Britain, 
China, Japan and West Germany 
join the boycott move, the IOC will 
be forced to shift the Games from 
Moscow. 

At the moment no clear picture 
has emerged of the number .of 
national Olympics bodies for and 
against Moscow 8C. There are as 
many as 137 members of the Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee and 
not aU of them have made known 
their stand. And, as usual, those 
who prefer sitting on the fence 
constitute the majority. Secjnd, 
th* decision to accept or reject the 

na,i . on can 


be taken as late as May 2.^. 'thus, 
all nations have the opportunity to 
look before they leap. 

There is yet another faetjr which 
explains the uncerta nty. And this 
is very important. It must be re¬ 
membered that any decision on 
participation in the Games is and 
has to be taken by the relevant 
Olympic Committee and not the 
government. The governments have, 
legaLy speaking, no power in this 
respect. Members of the IOC are 
representatives of their national 
Olympic Committees and not dele¬ 
gates of their country. They can¬ 
not accept from the government of 
their country or from any organ.sa- 
tion or from any individual any 
instructions which will in any way 
interfere with the independence of 
their votes. 


This places the national Olympic 
bodies beyond the purview of their 
respective governments. Thus, a 
particular government and the 
corresponding lOC may not see eye 
to eye on the question of boycott. 
And that's happening. While LMrs. 
Thatcher is ail sympathy for Presi¬ 
dent Carter’s stand, the Olympic 
committees of Britain and the USA 
do not share the view of their res¬ 
pective heads of government. Sir 
Deni^ Follows, co-chairman of the 
British Olympic Committee has 
said ; “Britain will compete in the 
Olympics as it has always done. We 


would resist as strongly as we could 
any attempt by governments to in¬ 
terfere with us participating’’. US 
Olympic Committee ofScials F. Don 
Miller and president Robert Kane 
have echoed virtually the same 
sentiments. The only difference 
between the two is that while the 
US Olympic body is prepared to 
respect the wishes of the FTesident, 
its British counterpart is not. How¬ 
ever, the final decision of the U30C 
is c:pected to be taken at its meet¬ 
ing in early April. 

The stand of the International 
Olympic Committee on the matter 
is as it should be. Lord Killanin, 
the IOC president, was quick in his 
reaction to the US boycott threat. 
His arguments against the USA 
boi,ls down to three premises. First 
legally and morally the Games 
cannot be moved from Moscow. 
The IOC gave the Games to Mos¬ 
cow in 1974 and it cannot gd back 
on its word. Second, it is physi¬ 
cally impossible to move the Games 
from Moscow at such a late stage. 
Finally, what is most important, he 
deprecates the use of sport for poli¬ 
tical purposes. 

Article 24 of the IOC constitution 
stipulates “National Olympic 
Committees must not associate 
themselves with affairs of a pdUti- 
cal or commercial nature”. Politics 
and professionalism are the bane of 
sports, which is the easiest way ^ 
promote international peace and 



India to 
liack 


TNDl^, AS EXPECTED, IS 
A unshakeable In its‘resolve to 
go to Moscow. The general 
council of the Indian Olympic 
Association met at New Delhi on 
January 27 and passed a unani¬ 
mous resolution stating its re¬ 
solve to stand by the IOC’s reso¬ 
lution to stick to Moscow. The 
lOA, it stated, did not support 
"any threat of boycotting the 
games on political considera- 
tioi^'. Cutting across political 
beliefs. Congress (1) leader Buta 
Singh, the president of the AAFI, 
and V. K. Malhotra, president of 
the Delhi Olympic Association 
and Janata Party leader both 
supported the resolution. 


Not that the Indian Govern¬ 
ment hasn’t been implored by 
the USA to join its moves against 
the Moscow Olympiad. But as 
the Minister for Education 
Arvind Netam informed the 
Rajya Sabha, the decision re- 

g arding the venue “falls square- 
j within the purview of the 
International Olympic Commi- 
ttM which is Independent of 
^vemments." 

R.G. 


understanding, Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin had said some nine 
decades ago. 

Coubertin’s dream has not been 
fulfilled. But before we examine 
the nature and e;;tent of politics’in 
the Olympics, it will be useful to 
have a look at the arguments and 
counter-argument.s for a boycott in 
general and the 1980 scene in par¬ 
ticular. 

I T HAS BEEN SAID THAT THERE 
IS an inherent dichotomy in 
the attitude of USA and her sup¬ 
porters. In the first place, these 
governments do not hesitate to 
maintain normal trade lelations 
with Russia. Again at a time when 
governments are telling .sport that 
it should not be participating in 
Moscow, they are financing the 
capital re-equipment of Russian 
industry through which such exer¬ 
cises as Afghanistan are more effi¬ 
ciently facilitated. Why this double 
talk? If sportsmen and sports¬ 
women arc told to make any sacri¬ 
fice then it should be part of a total 
commitment by the government in¬ 
cluding every aspect of the national 
life. 

Then it is said, a boycott will 
generate a chain reaction. Not 
win RiisRia nnd her satellites 


try to pay the USA back in its own 
coin, (Los Angeles is the venue for 
1884 Olympics), ffie world cham¬ 
pionships of some 40 or more 
sports will be affected. Again, it is 
asked, do governments foot the bill 
of athletes? They don’t. Then why 
do they poke their nose in an affair 
that should be left to the athletes 
ihemseives? 

Moreover, the USA did not deem 
it necessary to boycott the Olympics 
Games when they were held in Nazi 
Geimany under Hitler. Nor did it 
boycott the Montreal Games despite 
the request of several African 
nntions who themselves boycotted 
it? • 

Another sort of duplicity is also 
there—a duplicity for the sake of 
convenience. When at the Mexico 
Games of 1968 sprinters Tonunie 
Smith and John Carlos raised their 
black-gloved black-power .salute as 
the American National anthem was 
played the USA maintained that 
politics has no place in Olympics. 
It had taken the same stand when 
200 American Negro athletes deci¬ 
ded to boycott the Mexico Games 
and declined to take part in the 
Pre-Olympic trials—with a view to 
drawing the attention of the world 
to the oppressed position of the 
American Negroes. Did Lt/e not 
write in its editori,al then : “In their 
long-drawn-out struggle for human 
rights, the American negroes have 
frequently and successfully used 
boycott aganst discrimination. But 
what would they gain by boycotting 
the Games"? 'The young negro 
spjrtsmen had lost their senses, the 
magazine maintained. 

The most important argument, 
however, is that this unwanted mix¬ 
ture of politics and sport will give 
a fatal blow to the Olympic move¬ 
ment itself and not merely to the 
Los Angeles Olympics of 1984. Not 
that the USA, Great Britain and 
those who have toed the^’ line do 
not know th s. In fact. President 
Carter took a calculated risk. He 
made known his mind at a time the 
13 1 h Winter Olyrngics Games we. e 
just about to start in Lake Placid, 
thus risking a Soviet withdrawal 
from the White Olympics. 

Mr. Cyrus Vance’s speech at the 
offic.al opening of the general ses¬ 
sion of the IOC at Lake Placid on 
the night of February 9 was of un¬ 
precedented political content and 
many thought that the Russians 
weie going to pack up. Fortunately, 
the Russians swallowed the bitter 
pill. Not only did they not with¬ 
draw but topped the medal table 
there. 

Apparently, the USA has i,ts own 
arguments. If South Africa and 
Rhodesia could be banned by the 
IOC for practising apartheid why 
should not a state be penalised for 
aggression? President Carter has 


not minced matters. He has made 
it clear that participation in the 
Moscow Olympics ih the face of the 
Soviet invasion will confer legiti¬ 
macy on the Soviet action. “No 
country could trample the life and 
liberty of another and expect to 
conduct business or sports a<* ueual 
with the rest of the world," he told 
a national conference on plwsicai 
fitness. According to the «>viet 
Union, the action at Afghanistan is 
that of “one friendly country help¬ 
ing another to deal with the armed 
bandits who terrorise the popula¬ 
tion”. But President Carter thinks 
otherwise and insists that his pro¬ 
posal to take away the Games zrom 
the Russians has nothing to do with 
oolitics. 

“It is not politics when one nation 
sends 100,000 of its heavily-armed 
troops across a border and subju¬ 
gates its peace-loving, deeply reli¬ 
gious neighbour. It is not politics 
when one nation invades a nation’s 
capital, installs a puppet regime 
and participates in the assassina¬ 
tion or death of a leader it does not 
like. It is not politics when the 
invaders go throughout the country 
side, killing—-it’s aggression, pure 
and sbnple.” 

’There is another side to the boy¬ 
cott. ’The USA and its allies have 
charged USSR with abusing the 
Olympic Charter in claiming sup¬ 
port for its foreign policy based on 
its being awarded the Games. The 
latest edition of the CPSU mem¬ 
bers’ bible, the “Book of the Party 
Activist" notes that the decision to 
hold the Games in Moscow “is con¬ 
vincing evidence of the correctness 
of the foreign policy of our party. 
TTie acute ideological struggle be¬ 
tween the two opposed systems 
ffirectly affects the choice of cities 
for the Olympic Games, the pro¬ 
gramme of the competitions, the 
reporting of the preparations and 
the conduct of the Games," says the 
book. 

“It stands to reason that the 
Olympic Games, being a major 
social event, make their imprint on 
international relations’’ and on the 
struggle between “decadent capi¬ 
talism and socialism, which is get¬ 
ting stronger every day.” 

On the lines of Marx and Engels's 
Communist Manifesto it says : “The 
history of the Olympic movement is 
characterised the struggle be¬ 
tween the progressive forces and 
the forces of reaction. The former 
strive to propagate far and wide the 
noble Olympics ideas and to put 
the Olympic movement and sports 
at the service of education and 
health, using them as a means of 
greater understanding and friend¬ 
ship between peoples of all coun¬ 
tries and nations. 

“The forces of reaction are trying 
to use the Olymoicp 




the Games in the interests of the 
exploiting classes, commerce, busi¬ 
ness and the bourgeois way of life.” 

Naturally, if in the face of this 
athletes were to go to Moscow, the 
A USSR government and people will 
interpret that as a seal of endorse¬ 
ment of the Soviet foreign policy. A 
triumph no Western power is pre¬ 
pared to hand over to the Soviet 
Union. 

There is much substance in ano¬ 
ther argument which the advocates 
of the boycott are advancing. An 
Ameripn or British athlete is first 
a citizen before he or she is an 
athlete. And so they have the same 
rights and responsibilities towards 
freedom anti its maintenance. In the 
words of Anne Pashley, a member 
of the 1956 British Oympics 4 x 100m 
relay team and silver medallist, 
“Personal dedication should not be 
V allowed to exclude balanced judg¬ 
ment and cushion sportsmen and 
women from their conscionable 
duties.” 

And what’s wrong in cancelling 
the Games? In the past the Games 
were thrice cancelled because of 
world wars. And why hesitate 
about putting the Games off? As a 
White Hou^e aide said, “It is not 
etched in gold that the Olympics 
have to be held in 1980.” 

VI^TEVER BE THE MERITS OF 
»* the case and the'eventual out¬ 
come of the tug of war between the 
White House and the Kremlin, one 
\ thing is sure. The sportsmen and 
women are the worst sufferers. A 
' chance to compete in the Olympics 
usually comes once in a lifetime. 
And ij after years of hard training 
one is told that one’s nation is pull¬ 
ing out, that’s heart-breaking for 
every sportsperson. As US wrestler 
Lee Kemp put it : "It’s like a per¬ 


son putting himself through college 
and then being told in his senior 
year that his programme has been 
dropped and he won’t graduate.” 
Similarly, at the US Olympic train¬ 
ing centre in Colorado Springs 
weightlifter Bob Giordani did not 
conceal his disappointment. “I ve 
been training for ten years, always 
pointing to 1980....If it came to a 
vote I think the athletes would go 
against the President’s wishes. I 
personally would.” 

Still, the world of sports is as 
sharply divided on the issue of the 
boycott as the politicians are. Out¬ 
side the Soviet Union, superstars of 
the past and the present have stood 
up against the boycott proposal. 
Jesse Owens, who had won four 
gold meda's in the 1936 Olympics 
said the boycott would be a mistake. 
To high jumper John Thomas of 
USA it is disgusting. Erick Heiden, 
the US speed-skater who won a re¬ 
cord five golds in the just-concluded 
Winter Olympics, too has expressed 
his resentment over President Car¬ 
ter's stand. “The US government is 
wrong to boycott Moscow. They 
don’t understand the sacrifl''cs of 
the athletes." iVichael Jazy, famou.s 
French track and field athlete has 
called the campaign “miserable”. 
“I’ll go to M 0 .SC 0 W even if I have to 
pay for the ticket myself,” said the 
British middle-distance runner 
Sebasti.an Coe, named the best 
athlete in the world last year. 

On the other hand, there are 
sportsmen who have openly come 
out in support of the boycott, 
knowing fully the implications. 
Dwight Stones, the US high-jump¬ 
er for whom it is now or never, 
not only backed the boycott deci¬ 
sion, he suggested “disinviting the 
Soviets from the Winter Games in 
Lake Placid”. Sieeple-chaser Hen¬ 
ry Marsh said he agreed with Mr I 


China's 

dilemma 

rfHINA, •WHICH HAS YEX TO 
^ take part in the Olympics, 
may well have to wait for the 
next Olympics to make its debut. 

The PeoTpie’s Republic of 
China, though founded in 1949, 
did not take part in the ’52 
Games. Then even though, in 
1054, the IOC recognised Taiwan 
as a nation, China sent its team 
to the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. 
But the Chiofsse team walked 
out of the Olympic village there 
when Nationaliat China’s flag 
was hoisted. In 1958, it quit the 
IOC. It was only when the IOC 
expelled Taiwan in 1979, that 
China came back and joined the 
race for Moscow. 

Judging from the iierfor- 
mance of China’s sportsperaona 
in the Eighth Asian games at 
Bangkok in 1978, she would have 
surely done very well in the 
Moscow Games. China won 66 
gold, 60 silver and 51 bronze 
medals, with only Japan getting 
more golds. Chinese athletes 
broke 24 Asian records and equal¬ 
led two. Especially disappointed 
must be sportsmen or women 
like Cheng Ta-chen (who clear¬ 
ed 1.88m in women’s high jump), 
Jang Huai-ching, (weightlifter 
who shattered three Aslan re¬ 
cords) and Chen Hsiao-hsia. the 
youngest diving champion of the 
Asiao, vfho scored 477.42 points 
in platform diving. 

Athletes apart, the COC itself 
must have been very eager to 
show its proWess before the 
world — if only to establish the 
hollowness of the IOC’s erst¬ 
while stand. But when it got a 
handy stick to beat its sworn 
political #enemy, Russia, sports 
had to take a back seat. 

<.G. 


Carter’s position, “The top priority 
is world peace”, he said. Forty- 
thrfeo-year-old A1 Oerter, the Olym¬ 
pic discus gold medallist in 1956, 
1960, 1964 and 1968 and a serious 
contender for a place in the US 
team this year, said, “1 think we 
should go to Moscow....but next 
year”. Superstars like high-jumper 
Franklin Jacobs and swimmer Tra- 
sy Caulki,ns have also supported 
the decision. The former said: “I 
still want to be a superstar, but I 
have faith in my government and 
if they believe it would be. best to 
boycott the Olympics, then I’m all 
for it”. 

Instances could be multiplied but 
we need not attempt that. One thing 
is clear. However loud the talus of 





vti^n the 



hockey 

gold? 

GURBUX SINGH 


]WEW ZEALAND, AUSTBAUA. 

Pakistan, Holknd and West 
Germany No. 1 to No. 5 at the 
Montreal Olympics may well 
choose to join the Olympic boy- 
happens, what arc 
India 6 chances of Tecapturtng 
the Ol^pic gold which last 
*nd|ii's way 16 years ago 
at Tokyor 

It the above-mentioned five 
teams, and Malaysia, stay away, 
then the top teams lett In the 
arena will be the USSR. Argen¬ 
tina, Spain. England and, of 
courae; India. Countries with 
lesser skill like France, Belgium 
and Sri Lanka will fill in the 
gap, but they can be discounted 
straightaway. 

USSR, Argentina, Spain and 
England are ali definitely minor 
hockey-playing countries. Their 
records are nowhere neai 
India’s. So India’s chances of 
getting the gold must be very 
oright. Yet we cannot take 


Keeping sports apart from politics 
might be, sportsmen themselves are 
getting involved in issues which 
are not strictly sport. Anyway, 
what torments the sportsmen most 
is the air of uncerta.nty which has 
presently gripped them. To go or 
not to go, that is the question. The 
answer to this is not still known 
to anybody. 

In the circumstances it will be 
wrong to maintain that sports i,s 
free from politics. It never was. 
Whether it should be or not is a 
quite diiierent question. 

pONE ARE the GOOD OLD 
days when wars were kept in 
abeyance to allow the Olympic 
Games to take place. The infiltra¬ 
tion of politics began slowly but 
steadily as early as 1908 when the 
US outraged the British by refusing 
to dip the flag to King Edward VII 
during the opening ceremonies in 
London. In the same Games the 
Finns considered it beneath their 
dignity to march under the Russian 
flag. Nations defeated in the. World 
War were not allowed to compete 
in the 1920 Games in Antwerp and 
^^the 1948 Games in London. 


that for granted. Only recently 
the Indian team drew a series of 
matches against the USSR at 
Moscow and a little later lost to 
it in Delhi. Then, most of these 
countries play the tough brand 
of hockey, with a lot of body 
play. But. most of all, they 
will have the advantage of 
b«ving practised on astro-,turf. 
And the lack of it will be our 
main drawback. 

Meanwhile, the IHF has anno¬ 
unced a list of 42 probables 
from among whom the team 
will be chosen for an interna¬ 
tional tournament in Malaysia 
next month. Most of the play¬ 
ers who performed well In the 
reoently-conc'luried Nationals at 
Cuttack, as well a.s those who 
merited inclusion even though 
they couldn't participate In it, 
have been included. But the 
one glaring omission, Is of Ashok 
Dewan, the Railways’s goal¬ 
keeper. He was the nest goalie 
on view in the Cuttack meet. 

That apart, the selection can¬ 
not be faulted. But what we 
need to do after the team comes 
back from Malaysia and get 
down "to the task of choosing 
the team for Moscow, is not to 
repeat our old mistake of selec¬ 
ting old players. If wc do that, 
we can be sure we will lament 
later. Let us think of 1982 or 
1984 and rebuild our team with 
that in mind by choosing young¬ 
sters and not get groi'dy for the 
Moscow gold. 


It was not before the 19.36 Ber¬ 
lin Olympiad, liowever, tliat the 
question of politics came upper¬ 
most. Hitler attempted a complete 
Naziflcation of the Olympiad, using 
the Games as a platform to jferado 
the pomp and glory of the Tliird 
Reich and establish his tlu sis of 
Nordic superiority. The then IOC 
too was confronted with misgivings 
about staging the Games. And after 
the Bolshevik Revolution, the .So¬ 
viet Union kept itself out of the 
Olympics until the end of the 1952 
Games. In 1956 Egypt, Iraq and Le¬ 
banon chose to boycott the Games, 
protesting against the Anglo-French 
seizure of Suez Canal. Red China 
also withdrew its contingent tjiat 


Muslim guerillas is still green in 
our memory. 

Montreal too was not free from 
politics. As many as 30 African and 
Arab countries walked out of the 
Games protesting against the IOC’s 
refusal to expel New Zealand who 
had sent their All Blacks rugby 
team to Pretoria. 

So an apolitical Olympics is as 
unreal as a mare’s nest. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact the duplicity is there at 
every sphere. When the IOC ban¬ 
ned South Africa and ^odesia was 
that a non-political decision ? ITius, 
politics is firmly entrenched in the 
Olympics. Politics begets more po¬ 
litics, it is a vicious circle and no¬ 
body knows who is going to break 
it and how. 

The root cause of the present 
mess is the tremendous propaganda 
value of the modern Olympics. It 
is because of this reason that 
everybody seeks to utilise the 
Games as a convenient forum to 
ventilate its grievances. “We are 
victims of our own success”, lamen¬ 
ted Mr. Douglas Roby, a US mem¬ 
ber of the IOC. The colour tele¬ 
casting of the Games by a world¬ 
wide network has made it the most 
important platform to command 
world attention. 

Though it may appear something 
like fishing in troubled waters, 
Greece has done well to renew its 
request of getting the Games back 
as a permanent measure. Mr. Con¬ 
stantine Karamanlis, the Greek 
Prime Minister, said in a letter to 
IOC that “the Games should be 
held in their anci,ent cradle in the 
o.ive groves of Olympia in Western 
Polopannese". 

In the present juncture, that ap¬ 
pears to be the most acceptable 
step to keep the Olympic move¬ 
ment alive. 

That, however, is a question 
which We can shelve for the time 
being. At the moment the question 
that occupies our minds is whether 
on July 19, 18:05 Moscow time the 
whole planet will watch the flame 
of the 22nd Summer Olympic 
Games flare up at the Lenin 
Stadium. 

Will it ? 


The 1956 Olympics took place at 
a time when the Soviet Union in¬ 
tervened in Hungary to stifle the 
upheaval there. Then in 1968 the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King of the USA, the practice of 
apartheid by South Africa and the 
occupation of Czechoslovakia by the 
Warsaw Pact powers led by the 
USSR had their reflections on the 
Olympic Games. And the Munich 
Massacre of 11 Israelis by Black 









It's as if 
the Games 
start 

tomorrow 

The only Indian journalist 
to visit the Soviet Union 
on a two-week trip, CHI- 
RANJEEV details the pre¬ 
paration for Olympics ’80 

'T’lli; MOSCOW OI.YMl’K, OAMIIS 
ari' sc'lioduK'd to il.iit in lli;' 
third woi'k of July, ilut go to ai)> 
I'ity of any republic of the DSSK to¬ 
day, and it will seem to you that the 
Games are starting tomorrow. The 
modern Olympic Games had started 
way back in 189G, but this is the first 
time in 86 yeais that a socialist na¬ 


tion is going to hold it—and the ar¬ 
rangements the Soviet people have 
made for the Games have over¬ 
shadowed all the previous efforts. 

I had an opportunity to visit the 
Sirviet Onion for about two weeks 
last winter. As soon as 1 boarded 
the AeroHut aircraft, 1 was left in no 
doubt of the USSK’s seriousness 
about the greatest show on earth. 
The attractive airhostesses wore 
scarves with a motif of live interlaced 
lings (reprt'senting the five conti¬ 
nents of the world). They also had 
badges of Misha, the Games Mascot. 
I asked tor sugar for my cup 
of coffee. I was supplied with a 
sugar cube sfamiK-d with the Olym¬ 
pic symbol on the packet. And when 
our plane finally landed at Mosaiw’s 
Sheremetyevo International Airport 
we saw a series of Aeroflot air- 
U'afts with the inscription 'Official 
Olympic Carrier’ 

Hut Ihi-re w.is a greatei surpriv^ 
in stoic for me at Ifie teiminal build¬ 
ing. .Some Vli's holding diplomatic 
passport.s weie oil the same flight, 
t was the lone joui nalist from India 
who had gone there to .see the Olym- 



Vladimir Vaschenko: Cold easier 
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pic Gaines pnsparatjoiis. Imagine my 
surprise when I was the first among 
the 200 passengers to get the green 
signal from the Immigration and 
the Customs. They did not even 
check my'suitcase. A. Customs official 
told me! “Spasibo (thank you). You 
have come to see our preparations 
for the Olympics. So, welcome to the 
Olympic city.” 

After a 30-km drivi> from the air¬ 
port, I reached Moscow city and. al¬ 
most immediately, I was afflicted 
with Olympic fever. Normally, there 
are very few hoardings or placards 
in M 0 .SCOW. But for the Olympics, 
they have made .special arrange¬ 
ments. You will find Misha or the five 
interlaced rings staring at you from 
everywhere. The Olympics is getting 
top priority in every sphere. The 
running of trucks is forbidden on 
some roads. But if any public vehicle 
carries anything related to the Olym¬ 
pics, the Moscow Traffic Milisla (Tra¬ 
ffic Police) do not .stop them. 

Go to any departmental store, or 
to a small shop, or to a kiosk or a 
hotel newsstand — everywhere it’s 
Olympics. You will find the same in 
banks, circuses, cinemas, theatres. 
TV and radio. I went to see a circus 
in l.eningrad and was surprised to 
watch two live bears (Misha) show¬ 
ing different techniques. Bears arc 
now VIPs in the Soviet Union. Shirts, 
shoes, caps, ties -- everything has an 
Olympic symbol. And as far as badg¬ 
es are concerned, they arc unlimited, 
prices ranging from 12 kopek to 2 to 
3 louble. (One rouble = approx. 12 
rupees, 100 Kopek = I rouble) 

The politiral newspapers like 
izt;cslru and irud ar<s also 
giving prominanev to Olvmpic news. 
And Sovu’isky Sport, the daily .sports 
paper with a circulation of about 
four-and-a-half million, carries more 
than 50 per cent ot its news items on 
the Olympics. What type of arrange¬ 
ments are being made, how the bo- 
viet athletes aie preparing for the 
Games, who are the new talents from 
Europe, America, Africa, and Asia— 
veu will get all the details in Soviet- 
vki/ Sjxirl'if lepoits .ind teatures. 

Calendars, diaries, stamps, greeting 
cards—in everything you will find 
Olympics. There are only two excep¬ 
tions. First, they have not introduced 



Killanm; Uneasy lies the tOC head 


any drinks in the name of the Olym¬ 
pic Games. Secondly, while leaving 
for Moscow, I received a woolen pull¬ 
over from the West B-ingal Amateur 
Athletic Association with an Olympic 
symbol on it. The Soviet Sports Min¬ 
istry and the Olympic organisers 
were pleasantly surprised to see this. 
They told me : “We hadn’t thought 
of this before." I am sure by this 
time they have started manufac¬ 
turing these, too. 

In 1975, when Calcutta hosted the 
33rd World Table Tennis Champion¬ 
ships, the enthusiasm was restricted 
to this city only—other Indian cities 
were almost indifferent. But 1 saw a 
diflereiit picture in the Soviet Union. 
Moscow is going to stage most of the 
events. But for football three other 
cities have also been chosen. Minsk, 
Kiev and Leningrad will hold three 
group matches up to the quarter-final 
stage and Moscow will stage the 
semi-finals and the finals. All the 
yachting events will be staged at 
Tallinn, a city situated on the Baltic 
coast. 

Before going to Moscow, I v/astold 
that the Games were being organis¬ 
ed with limited expenses. 1 did not 
believe it. But Mr Allan £. Starodoub, 
member, organising committee, ex¬ 
plained the situation to me. “Our 
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expenses will be 25 per cent less than 
the last two Olympics,” he said and 
added: “Our budget is only 2050 mil¬ 
lion roubles." 

I told him that this was difficult 
to believe. He replied: “In that rase, 
you will have to visit at least two 
or three cities. And don’t forget to 
go to Tallinn where yachtiiu events 
are going to be held. About 600 com¬ 
petitors will come to Moscow on 
July 19 and return to Tallinn the 
same night by plane. The yachting 
events will begin on July 20. In the 
same way, we will bear the expenses 
for the football teams to come to 
Moscow and go back to Kiev, Minsk 
and Leningrad. But these expenses 
are not much. Montreal, Munich ex¬ 
pended a great portion of their 
moi>sy on building new stadiums, 
gymnasiums, swimming pools etc We 
haven’t spent much money on those 
aspects, because the ones we already 
have are quite sufficient for organis¬ 
ing the Games." 

In the pattern of the Calcutta 
M.iidaii, the Muscovites have their 
l.ii/lii'iki complex where most of the 
events will be held. But llus is not 
siifficienl. so they are building a 
I ouph' of new .stadiums in Moscow. 

A new hockey stadium with an ar- 
(ommudalion for 5,000 spectators will 
be finished soon. I saw work going ' 
on in under miiius-20 degree centi- 
giade at Sirenevy Stat«‘ Central In¬ 
stitute ot Phy.sical Educ.itioii for the 
new weightlifting indoor stadium. 
Another new complex has been ear¬ 
marked for cycling. For gymnastics, 
Drushba 01 Friendship Sports Hall, 
is under construction. Theix: will be 
one more new stadium fur the equc.s- 
trian events. 

Tallinn’s yachting osntrc is almost 
new. It was made during the Baltic 
yachting regatta a couple of months 
back. 

Besides stadiums and gymnasiums, 
ouite a few new hotels and buildings 
have been constructed to accommo¬ 
date players, officials and tourists. 
The Soviet Union is going to earn 
millions in foreign exchange by 
holding the Olympics. 

In Moscow, the mediainen will be 
accommodated in two hotels—Hotel 
Bossya apd Hotel Cosmos. The lat¬ 
ter Is almost new. About 280 dele¬ 
gates will stay at Hotel Sayuj. Just 
a 15-minuU: drive from Luzhniki is 
the Olympic Village—18 houses, each 
having 16 floors. A new hospital has 
been constructed adjacent to this 
village. Ostankino Tower is the new 
centre for the radio and the TV units 
of the world. The Soviet Union is 
going to utilise these facilities for 
children and the tourists once the 
(James are over. 

I had the impression that the USSR 
bad already selected their squad for 
the Olympic Games. But I was wrong. 
They have made nreliminary selec¬ 
tions, but not the final team for any 
event The athletes are undergoing 
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KINDS OIF EEEC- 
PS (0.2. 0.10, 0.200 lea) 
OVOlM % the Moscow Test 
nfsehine aM Mass Measurement 
Be* eardi and Design In- 
niU be wktehr dsed at the 
Ati. Kie^nic scales, 

_ ..IdifK- J^tiog devices 

poilhhie reOdK^St Will ensure 
degree of weighing end 
i^rllllt out the results. 

^5. is THE NAME OP A 

peal, another roascni. the 
i gpnbol of the 1980 Tallinn rngatta. 
Tm.habv seal symbolises the sea. 
:u oeitain poetry of the porilicrn 
oeufc It is a very important fea 
tulpe fOr a regatta talisman. The 

S am Vlrgi is the derivative of 
i.Kstonuin word for seal—^viiger. 

THE OLYMPIC MASCOT—A 
song about the nice bear ciib. coin- 
' nosed by Vladimir Komarov from 
Moscow (Its lyrics have been 
written by Maya Lapisova) has 
ufready Vran popularity among the 
Soviet youth. 

RAILWAY CONDUCTORS. POR 
tors, barmen, waiters, bus and 
tgxi drivers, gas-station operators 
and Vendors of souvenirs will 'wear 
ial uniform curing the Games. 
^ transport commission of the 
v-H/mpIO Committee has approved 

S ore than so models of uniform 
t the staff of the Transport 
Ifiniatry and departments, who will 
he engaged for the Olympic 
GMies. ^ 

' ' OVER 300 PERSONS WILL 
pirtfcipate In the anti-doping con- 
trni service at the Games and its 
'Hnrtfem will include 31 check- 
'pOihtts at the arenas of the com- 
p^tioas; According to established 
Moitfedure, the winner of the event, 
Ihe other two medallists and two 
'Itiiore sportsmen from among the- 
top ten (diosen by the cast of lots> 
.tofP’ undergo anti-doping control 
te^ All told, it is planned to 
subject 2,100 sportsmen to such 
feds during the 15 days. 

' BAIN WILL BE NO HIND 
tanee to field-hockey players at 
Hie Moscow You 'R Pioneers’ 
atadium. Lightweight concrete 
alabs under .the green lawn will 


training in their own home towns. 
And the coaches are giving their 
usual tips to the competitors though, 
of course, those with better duuCes 
of representing the country are being 
given special care. But nobody Is 
yet certain that he or she has been 
selected. There are at least 100 com¬ 
petitors fightiM for each berth in 
every event. Foi team events, six, 
seven, even 10 teams have been 
chosen. 

1 asked many ^ople about the 
prospects of the Soviet Union in 
various disciplines. 1 was supplied 


with a long list—giving everyone’s 
present performance. 

They were surprised when I told 
them that we Indians were selecting 
our team after taking a certain stan¬ 
dard of the last Olympics as a quali¬ 
fying mark. They said : “We don't 
have any such standard. We will 
select our team with the best avail¬ 
able talent. Our athletes and plkycrs 
are taking part in lots of competi¬ 
tions, both at home and abroad and 
those who record the best timings, 
will be selected. Our final team will 
be chosen only six weeks before the 


absorb water, like a sponge. Tbhi 
field has been de.signed by a 
research institute of the Moscow, 
city main consiractlon board. 


THE OLYMPIC PRESS BOX 
will be able to admit some 7,200 
sports writers. More than 2,200 
tables will be provided with TV 
sets and telephones. A special 
system of temporary passes for 
visits to the Olympic village by 
the journalists accredited at the 
1.980 Olympics is being introduced. 
Ill kueping with the Olympic 
Cliarter, not more than 300 Press¬ 
men may simultaneously stay 
there. Each of the major fimwB 
agencies ot the world will be given 
four permanent passes. 

OVER 10,500 INTERPRETERS 
in 45 languages will work at the 
GanKs. Most of them ■will he 
students and teachers of the 
higher educational establishments 
of Moscow, as well as the Far 
East and the Baltic area. Be¬ 
sides this, specialists from research 
insii'utcs and the USSR Academy 
of Sciences will also be among 
’he Olympic interpreters. 

TIIK NOVOSIBIRSK PRECI- 
sioii engineei'iiig plant has shipped 
the first Kadr-ZPM videotape re¬ 
corders for the. Olympic TV and 
radio comphx All in all, 104 
videotape recorders will be manu¬ 
factured by the plant for the 
Olympics. As di.stinct from the 
videotape recorders of previous 
makes, microelectronic schemes 
have been widely .used in the 
design of the Kadr-ZPM. This- 
improves the quality of the colour 
picture and sound. 


ABOUT 6000 BUSES WILL BE 
placed at the disposal of tourists 
during the Olympics in Moscow 
alone. The total stretch of Mos¬ 
cow’s metro lines will reach 185 
kilometres. New troller-bus 
routes, with a total length or 100 
km and 25 bus routes will be open¬ 
ed. A special network of the 
Olympic routes on Moscow’s radi¬ 
cal and circular thoroughfares will 
link all Olympic sports arenas with 
Ihe tonrist-accommodation facili¬ 
ties. 


meet. And from then onwards every¬ 
one will stay at a residential camp— 
all the working competitors will be 
relieved of their u.sual duties and the 
.students will be released by their 
respective institutions. 

Will the Soviet Union ag.iin head 
the medals tally ? 1 didn’t get' my 

reply. The organisers expert the 
toughest challenge from the German 
Democratic Republic' and the United 
States of America. That is. of course, 
if the USA at all lakes part in the 
cliaiupionships. 
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British 

athletes 

ina 

quandary 

SYDNEY FRISKIN 

TX) GO OR NOT TO GO. THAT IS 
^ the burninf! question c-onfrontinK 
the British Olympic Association. The 
latest development—U that term c<in 
be app ied—was the decision of the 
BOA to defer for thnec weeks their 
acceptance or otherwise of the invi¬ 
tation to take part in the Moscow 
Olympic Games. 

This was the first time that the 
British national body had met to 
decide whether to take part in the 
Games afier the receipt of a letter 
from the Government which said, 
among other things, "We recommend 
that you do not go.” 

Sir Denis Follows, the chairman ol 
the British Olympic Association, ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that the invita¬ 
tion would most probably be accept¬ 
ed—a statement which was later 
criticised by Mr. Hector Monro, the 
Mi..iSicr responsible for Sport. There 
were differences of opinion expressed 
by members of the committee, but 
they were, according to Sir Denis, 
merely in degrees, not in substance. 

Sir Denis admitted that each of the 
members representing 26 branches 
of sport allied to the Olympic move¬ 
ment had been lobbied by politicians 
and other important people who hold 
strong views about the situation in 
Afghanistan and the consequent call 
for a boycott made by the British 
Government in support of the one 
made originally by the United States 
of America. 

So far, only the smaller branches 
of sport, namely, the Amateur Row¬ 
ing Association, the British Eque.s- 
trian Federation and the Joint 
Shooting Committee have indicated 
that they may go along with the 
Government’s call for a boycott. The 
big guns took a longer time to open 
fire and the first big blow to the 
Government’s call was struck by 79 
athletes who declared their readiness 
to go to Moscow regardless of any 
ban. This action was motivated by 
the International Athletes Club, who 
issued a declaration signed by the* 
athletes that they would spend a 
sum of at least £ 30,000 to send their 
own team of 50 athletes to Moscow 
if an official boycott were imposed, 
although there is no suggestion yet 
of such a ban being imposed. 

The athletes, however, said that 
their attitude in no way supported 


me uuiiiesiic anu lureign policies or 
the Soviet Union and that they were 
prepared to abstain from the open¬ 
ing and closing ceremonies as well 
as leave the rostrum before the play¬ 
ing ol national anthems if they won 
medals. They also made it clear at 
tlvj .same lime that they were not pre¬ 
pared to pieside over the destruction 
ol the Olympic movement. The Gov- 
einmenl had hoped that the BOA 
would deter their final decision while 
diplomatic moves to secure the with¬ 
drawal of Soviet troops from Afgha¬ 
nistan were pursued. But the media 
in general have taken a much harder 
line and newspaper editorials have 
been strong in their support of a 
boycott. In one instance, the blame¬ 
less pursuit of the athletes, all in- 
niXTiit and unpolitical, were enn- 
trasU'd with the devastating report 
by Shy im Bhalii in the Obserrt'r on 
the sulfi'riiig ol unaimed civilians in 
Alghanistan. 

Anolhi'r leading national news¬ 
paper reports : ‘‘ll'*is the Govern¬ 
ment’s ho|)c and intention that 
Britain should not be !'■ •pres'-nted in 
the Moscow Olympic (; lines this sum¬ 
mer. That is an entirely justifiable 
response to the Soviet action in 
Afghanistan.’’ 

It is typical of political attitudes in 
any country that if the (Jovernment 
makes a decision, the opposition 
usually goes the other way. The 
Labour Party officially announced 
their opposition to an Olympic boy¬ 
cott and Mr. Denis Howell, the 
former Minister for Sport, warned 
British sporting bodies in a formal 
letter that a boycott of the Games 
would de.stroy the Olympic move¬ 
ment. 

From my own experience, the 
Olympic Games at Tokyo in 1964 was 
the only event in reoent years that 
was free from political upheaval, 
alibougb some political undercur¬ 
rents were detectable. We keep 
hearing again and again that sport 
and politics should not be mixed, but 
they are, in truth, inseparable. These 
two parties were wedded many .years 
ago and arc so closely united that 
neither will grant the other a divorce. 
Mr. H 0 W..I], however, writing in the 



Seb Coa-delL'rmined to go 
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point. He said it was not so much 
a question of mixing sport with 
politics as putting sport itself into 
the hands of the politicians. In tel¬ 
ling sporl.'-men to go to Moscow Mr. 
Howell said ; “Suddenly, sport has 
been discovered. Its political im- 
portame has been discovered by 
those who very properly seek means 
of confronting the outrageous Russian 
invasion of Afghanistan. Regret¬ 
tably, .some of these Governments are 
now so anxious to use sport as an 
arm of foreign policy that they care 
not whether they destroy interna¬ 
tional sport in the process. Sports¬ 
men should cart;.’’ 

Mr. Howell also had another strong 
IMiint ol argument. He said that if 
half the world di.1 not go to Moscow, 
the other hall would not go to ^s 
Angeles in 1984 and that would be 
the end of the Olympic Games. It 
would also have an adverse cllect 
on world events, he said, for no one 
who is genuine in his protest would 
really want to a .send team to take part 
in a world touinamcnt in which the 
Soviet Union was participating. 

So much for that. The first opposi 
tion to the Government’s call for a 
boycott was heard on January 24 
when the Central Council of Physical 
Recreation, a non-political body, met 
in London. The meeting deplored the 
u.se of .sport as a frontline weapon of 
sanction against Governments who 
contravened internationally-accepted 
standards of behaviour. 

The council addressed a letter to 
the Prime Minister urging a meeting 
with her and her advisers for the 
purpose of explaining the harm that 
a boycott would do to British sport 
in general. Such a meeting was actu¬ 
ally held and a sympathetic hearing 
was given, but the policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment on this issue remained un¬ 
changed, In fact, Mrs Thatcher said 
in the House of Commons njccntly 
that to hold the Olympic Games in 
Moscow would be a tremendous feat 
of propaganda for the Soviet Gov¬ 
ernment. 

One of the main branches of sport 
in Britain, which is still in a Sia^e of 
indecision, is the Great Britain Hoc¬ 
key Board. They decided at a recent- 
meeting to put the ball in the court 
of the constituent bodies, namely 
England, Waks and Scotland, who 
have been given until March 31 to 
say whether, in view of the Govern¬ 
ment’s attitude, Britain should send 
a hockey team to Moscow. They have 
also been asked to state whether in 
the event of a team not being sent 
to Moscow, they would agree to par¬ 
ticipate in an alternative world tour¬ 
nament. Here, too, opinion is divided. 
There arc forces within tbs hockey 
administration in Britain who feel so 
strongly about the situation in Afgha¬ 
nistan that they think a British hoc¬ 
key team should not gq to Moscow. 
Preparation, meanwhile, is continuing 
and British hockey players, recently 
returned from their strenuous exer¬ 
cise in the Champions Trophy tourna- 


WOMBN HOCKEY 
fEAM'iViSIT 


'We were 
beaten by 


umpires 

r|^ SOVXBT UNION HAD 
Mat their womea’a hockey 
team Jp tadia with thd twia 
ohjeetlvea of repaying the Indian 
teaa’a vlait to the USSR last 
summer -and preparing their 
^la for the Moscow Olympics, 
niey lost the seven-fest series 
1>3, but still the team's chief 
maeh, Anatoli Panin, thought 
that his players had learnt 
valuable lessons which should 
stand tbeoi in good stead in the 
coming. Olympic campaign. 


The defeats did not worry 
him. Asked what he had to say 
about the reverses at the hands 
of the Indian girls, Panin retor¬ 
ted with a shrewd smile: "We 
were beaten by the umpires." 

After watching the teams be¬ 
gin the Series at Delhi and end 
it in the owleter environment at 
the splendidly laid out Moti Lai 
Nehru Sports School at Rat, 
Haryana, about an hour and a 
hairs drive from the capital, 
one came to the conclusion that 
our own girls had benefited 
more than the visitors from the 
strenuous fortnight’s tour. Wat¬ 
ching them out-match the Soviet 
players with good teamwork, 
clever flicked passes and cen¬ 
tres from the wings did good to 
the heart of the Indian hockey 
fan who for long has been used 
to reading about the dismal de¬ 
feats of the our men's team. Our 
girls do have a future in the 
game. Keep it up, girls. 


The Soviet women may be 
newcomers to hockey, but they 
are no novices. They have come 
up in Ihe game to the point 
where they now have reasona¬ 
ble hopes, of winning an Olym¬ 
pic medal. A player like the 
27-year-old Natella Krasnlkova 
could be an asset to any team, 
even some men's teams. 

In flset. We should not be 



ashamed to learn a lesson or 
two from them. We have peo¬ 
ple in our own country who can 
teach our girls all that they 
need to know about the finer 
points of the game. But we 
would do well to study the phy¬ 
sical conditioning methods of 
the Soviets. Team management 
Is another aspect we could study 
with beneflt. The Soviet team 
was accompanied by a woman 
doctor, Olga Morozova, who was 
always on her toes. The way 
she attended to Injuries, pain¬ 
killing injections in one hand, 
should inspire some of our own 
women doctors to take to sports 
medicine. 

Were there many injuries on 
tour? "Yes, but not serious 
ones," said team leader Anatoli 
Egorov, who was himself limp¬ 
ing at Rai. “1 hurt my leg this 
morning playing football with 
the girls during training," he 
explained. “We had some upset 
tummies, but on Ihe whole the 
girls stood up to the rigours of 
the tour quite well," he said. 


adding, "Our doctor was quite 
equal to the task." 

Most of the Soviet girls were 
in their late 20s, an age at 
which the majority of our girls 
are forced to give up the gutne 
because of marriage, chiidreii 
or mothers-in-law. Still, if the 
performance of the present 
Indian team Is any guide, we 
need not despair. Our younger 
girls, despite lacking experience, 
are talented enough to hold their 
own. After the success against 
the Russians, they should be 
coming forward in greater num¬ 
bers to All up the breaches 
caused by marriage. Girls like 
goalkeeper Razia Zaldi, full back 
Gangotrl Bhandarl, wing half 
Sudha Chaudhary, and forwards 
Prem Maya, Fiona Albuquerqpe 
and Lorraine Fernandes are 
oung and still have much hoe* 
ey in them- Rupa Saini was 
outstanding as centre-half, but 
the college lecturer from Pun¬ 
jab, one noticed, has started 
slowing down. 

Our Correspondent 


meat at Karachi, are still being put 
through their paces at one training 
weekend after another. What is more, 
they have plans for participation in 
a four-nation tournament at Cologne 
in May, a senes of matches against 
The Netherlands in June, culminating 
in a big tournament in London early 
in July in iriiich New ^Zealand, the 
Olympic diampions, are to take part. 
All thes.*. plans could still fall flat if 
some members of the British hodtey 


board have their way. It might be 
recalled that Britain failed to qualify 
for the Montreal Olympic Games, ha¬ 
ving been beaten by Belgium in a 
three-match qualifying play-off. Their 
record in more recent times had pro¬ 
ved good enough for acceptance by 
the International Hockey Federati.vn 
and they are now being led to feel 
that the effort to qualify might all 
have been in vain. One of the fears 
of the hockey administrators is that 


it they ignore the Government’s 
wishes and go to Moscow, they will 
lose their Government grant without 
which it would be impo.ssible to run 
the game. 

The overall picture, of administra¬ 
tors sitting on the fence and athletes 
wondering what their fate is going 
to be, is depressing. All they can do 
is hope that some solution will he 
found to the tangle, for such it is. 
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Sportsworid Exclusive^ 


IMRAN 
KHAN 
HITS OUT 

'Why we lost to India' 

S o MUCH HAS BKIIN SAID AND 
written about our disaster in 
India that one is aliiiusi bored of the 
subject. Ho»w*ver, 1 feel that certain 
facts have been misrepresented or 
distorted out ot proportion to such 
an exent that I feel I should at feast 
attempt to paint a more realistic 
picture. 

'i'o begin with, there is absolutely 
no doubt that the Indian team that 
confronted us in India was far supe¬ 
rior to the team we thrashed in 
Pakistan a year earlier. Not only 
was their seam attadc octter (with 
the addition of Roger Binny, and the 
maturing of Kapil Dev and Ghavri 
in England) and their batting 
stronger (with Vengsarkar and Yash- 
pal also gaining experience in Eng¬ 
land), they were also led superbly 
by Gavaskar. Add to this their own 
crowds, grounds and umpiring, and 
there’s where we see the stark dif¬ 
ference between the two sides. 

However, even though we realised 
that we would be playing against a 
far tougher opposition, we were still 
pretty confident. Despite the addi¬ 
tion of Binny and Dilip Doshi — a 
really fine left-arm spinner — it was 
generally believed by most (includ¬ 
ing us) that the Indian attack 
wouldn’t be able to run through our 
blades twice. On paper it certainly 
must be rated as the poorest attadc 
in the world — or at least it was 
then. Unfortunately we did not 
have the right batting combination 
to cope with it, and on Indian 
wickets! 

I believe the wickets there needed 
at least two grafters in the team. In 
fact, now I firmly believe that 
amongst strokeplayers each Test 
team needs a couple of batsmen 
around whom the entire batting 
revolves. We made big scores — or 
rather safe scores — during the 
Bangalore and Calcutta Tests where 
Mudassar Nazar and Taslim Arif 
performed the ’-ole of sheet andiors. 

Since the decline of Mushtaq and 
Sadiq a void has been created in our 
batting line-up that has only partially 
been filled by Javed Miandad. I feh 
that someone like Shafiq Ahmed, 
who has been a steady and consistent 
scorer in Pakistan cricket for years. 


would have done a fine job. Against 
the Indian seam attack on wickets 
which were non-conducive to stroke- 
play (especially New Delhi, Bombay 
and Kanpur) a batsman like him 
would have been ideal. He would 
have been able to play the sort of 
individual innings played by Veng¬ 
sarkar at Delhi and Bombay. 

The second reason for our consis¬ 
tent batting debacle was the failure 
of our openers. Whenever the 
Indian openers failed, India never 
amassed huge totals. It was because 
of this that Zaheer Abbas came un¬ 
der incredible pressure. There was 
already immense pressure on him to 
perform — as expectations in both 
the countries were very high as far 
his batting was concerned. So when 
he had to go in at times of crises, 
and again on widkets that weren’t 
particularly suitable to his sort of 
game, he got into probably the worst 
’bad patch’ of his career. His failure 
put pressure right down the order — 
especially on Asif Iqbal. 

Of course, it didn’t help us going 
into the first five Tests with only two 
specialist seamers. Everyone had 
pumped ideas into the selectors’ 
heads about the spinning Indian 
wickets. Hence it was thought that 
instead of three pacemen, two spin¬ 
ners would be a better combination. 
Unfortunately, not only did the 



Imran Khan—"The future of PakiMtaa 
cricket team te not all that promising." 


widtets help the seamers mwe - ex¬ 
cept at Bombay), the Indian bats¬ 
men were also exceptional^ fiood at 
playing spinners. 

Finally, the famous "pulled 
muscle’’. There are a lot of 'ifs’ in 
cricket but during the New Delhi 
Test match there is little doubt 
that my injury prevented us irom 
winning. In fact, if Ehtesham was 
playing instead of me we would still 
have won. Looking back on it, 1 
consider it the biggest disaimointment 
in my cricketing career. 

Not only did it prevent me from 
bowling on a wicket that every fast 
bowler dreams of. but it also mined 
my Test match in Bombay, and kept 
me out of the Kanpur Test when 
again the conditions were ideally 
.suited for seam bowling. There is a 
lot of specnilation about why I played 
in Bombay. The reason was very 
straightforward. I thought I was fit 
and really wanted to play. I wasn’t 
pressurised at any stage. It was a 
case of sheer miscalculation on my 
part. 

It was only when I got back to 
Pakistan that I discovered what had 
been written about my Injury. First¬ 
ly, some people like Col. Shuja-ud-_Dinj 
claimed that I was always “injury 
prone’’ and that I should have had a 
replacement ready. Others claimed 
that my cricket career was almost 
over etc. etc. 

Well, just for the information of 
these ^ople (1) This was the first 
lime I’d ever been injured in a Test 
match since I began my career in 

1971. In the Perth Test in 1978-79, 
I had a sprained back and yet bowl¬ 
ed throughout the matek with as 
much success as any other bowler. 
(2) In English County cricket since 

1972, I have not missed a single 
match through injury. Even ‘fit’ 
bowlers like Bob Willis, Andy _ Ro¬ 
berts, Wayne Daniel and Richard 
Hadlee have been known to miss as 
many as half the matches in a sea¬ 
son. Dennis Lillee. Jeff Thomson, 
Mike Holding, have on oexasions 
been out of Test cricket for over a 
year. If ,I am considered Injury 
prone after breaking down in three 
Test matches after a period of eight 
years, then I wonder what would be 
an appropriate term for the bowlers 
I have mentioned. I think people 
like Cktl. Shuja should try to set 
their facts right before becoming 
experts on anything. 

Of course, my injury provided a 
lot of interesting material to some 
ot our so-called “sports journalists’’. 
These journalists are unfortunately 
only indigenous to Pakistan. ’They 
are usually failures in other profes¬ 
sions and that Is their only qualifica¬ 
tion for taking up writing on sports. 
Having never played the game them¬ 
selves at any level, they are obvious¬ 
ly incapable of criticising its finer 
points. Hence the equatioir becomes 
very simple. Good performance is 
equal to the good boy image — di.s- 




Sarfraz: 
Asif was a 
bad captain 

Q: Tm were not comiteed t» 
the tow of India bocaose yon hai 
not appaarcd In domestic criekot 
toiirnam nt till that part of the 
■eason. Do yon think that was fair? 

A: I don’t know if that was fair 
Or not, but I remember when the 
former BCCP Chief Gen. Azhar, 
retui’ned home after watching the 
Madras Test, he had said that 
Younis Ahmed will open for Pak¬ 
istan. On what ground did Gen. 
Ashar say that about Younis? He 
had not played in any domestic 
cricket tournaments in Pakistan. 
In this context I believe that my 
being dropi^d from the Indian 
tour was an injustice. 

Q: Do you really think you were 
“droppio"T 

A: Yes, I think thero was some¬ 
thing going on behind the scenes. 
Some players playing their dirty 
politics as usual. I have talked to 
fien. Azhar, he is a perfect gentle¬ 
man, so I ani sure it was some¬ 
body else behind the scene who 
was responsible for mv being drop- 


ripline plus early nights plus morn 
ing prayers, etc. Poor performance 
is equal to wine plus women plus 
politics. It was precisely these jour¬ 
nalists that cashed in on my injury. 
Very conveniently, my rib injury was 
shifted to my back — as the latter 
associated with excessive womanising. 
Their lecherous fantasies were un¬ 
leashed on me and suddenly I bo- 
rame a drunken Casanova, who was 
spending the entire tour chasing 
Indian actresses at champagne par¬ 
ties. 

I had a taste of this brand of jour¬ 
nalism last year when we lost the 
Perth Test A well-known journalist, 
writing in “The Herald*’ had said 
that I had actually gone out with a 
young lady during the hours of play. 
I wonder if such people realise what 
a player really goes through when 
he is injured or when a batsman is 
going through a bad patch. I don’t 
think they do because they’ve neither 
played any cricket of any conse¬ 
quence nor arc they intelligent 
enough to understand a sportsman’s 
feelings being on the outside. Accord¬ 
ing to the equation of these journa¬ 
lists (i.e. Bad performance is equal 
to wine plus women plus late nights) 
—if that is considered correct—^thc 
West Indians should nqt be able to 
beat even the blind school. 

Moreover, it must have been a 
miracle that our team managed to 
win Test matches in Australia, New 
&aiand, and West Indies, and one- 
day games in England where tempta- 


ped from the aide. |t must 
have been the peofila>lw:|Ktld tbd 
most power and importance In the 
team. 

have hee« tan ned as 
etP* OB ■aaor oeca* 
aiou. ^t do ya« tav* 
about thatT 

A: I don’t know—what Is the 
meaning of the word “indiscipUne’’ 
in the dictionary of tfapse Viho go 
on harping on it. If a certain play¬ 
er is accused of misbehaving, t 
believe the team nianager should 
take care of it there ana then, and 
not wash dirty linen in the public 
much later. 

Q: What do yon have to aay 
about the recent Indian tourf 

A: Peopis, and journalists, haw 
been saying that had I been taken 
to India, the team would have won 
the Test series. But I feel it was 
not that only my absence was felt. 
We lost because of bad captaincy. 
Asif is simply a great player but 
in my opinion a bad captain. And 
as they say: "A bad workman 
quarrels with his tools.’’ 

Q: How would yon rate an Au»- 
traUan pace attack without 
Thomson? 

A: I don’t think Thomson, 

, who gets wickets through sheer 
I speed, would have been successful 



'For some of our so-called 
"sportsjournalists" good per¬ 
formance is equal to good 
boy and poor performance 
is equal to wine, women and 
politics. So, very conveni¬ 
ently my rib injury was 
shifted to my back—as the 
latter is associated with ex- 
cessive womanising. Their 
lecherous fantasies were un¬ 
leashed on me and / became 
a drunken Casanova spen 
ding the tour chasing Indian 
actresses at champagne 
parties." 


. . . . 

od Pakistaid wideets. Lillee, a vwy- 
intelligent and lion-hearted bowl¬ 
er, and Dymodc have a wonderful 
Teat record but 1 don’t ' think 
the.v’U' be as successful here as 
they will probably be in Australia 
or England. 

Q: How do you compare our 
pace attack with Anstrafia’s? 

A: I don’t think we should make 
compSrisons. Their attack is as 
' good as ours, or vice versa. Apart' 
from Imran, I have always rated 
Ehtesham as a very good pace 
bowler. Among the yqunger set, 1 
have found Dara Bashir as one 
who can be groomed into a future 
fast bowler. 

Q: How can we prodnoe feed 
fast kowlenT 

At Any aspiring young bowler 
should be given a green, fast 
wicket to bowl fast on to give him 
confidence. Naturally, we’ll have 
• to prepare some such wickets. 

<1: Tott have been aeleeted In 
the national side again after 
havtrg been ignored Ihronghont 
the debade fn India. How do you 
feel? 

A: I’m very delighted, naturally. 
And I’m happy to be back with my 
colleagues. Now that I’m back we 
can go bade to cricketing business, 

Couttssy: Cticketar, Pakistan 


tions are far greater than they were 
in India. 

It was difficult not to have got cac- 
ried away so much on the perfor¬ 
mance of .some of our journalists, but 
It is hard to find words to express 
one’s feelings when one reads all 
the garbage written against the team, 
especially at a time when it needed 
encouragement. On a player like 
Zdheer it just m^ant more and more 
pressure, while I actually wondered 
on occasions whether I’ll ever bowl 
fast again. Fortunately, the public 
was much more understanding to¬ 
wards the team on its return—as 
Asif explained in a rcosnt interview 
on television. 

The future of the Pakistan cricket 
team is not all that promising when 
compared to the team across the bor¬ 
der. From what I could see their, 
cricket is far better organised; and 
their first-class cricket has produced 
quite a few youngsters who are 
making the established players work 
hard for their places. Unfortunately, 
we arc not so iucky. In the near fu- 
tuP3, we haven’t got replacements 
for most of our “ex-superstars”. So 
far I haven’t seen youngsters of the 
calibre of Sandeep Patil, Arun Lai or 
even Sunil Valson in Pakistan cricket. 

I hope we can reorganise our do¬ 
mestic cricket so that we can tap the 
present resources .and get something 
good out of it. 

Couitasy . Cricketer, Pakistan 

/7l 
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Miandad: 
I'm the 
happiest 
person in 
the world 

I MMEDIATELY AFTER WINNING 
Ihv (trsl Test ac/amst Australia 
at Ecirucht, Javed Miurutad, the new 
capliiin of Pakistan, dashed to his 
house where his mother was waiting 
to eongi'alulate him on his very first 
viet(rni as a captain. “It’s a great 
day for me’’, Javed declared, “I am 
the most happy person and my 
'iwthir is the happiest mother.” 

Ills fust success as a captain had 
boosted his confidence and he was 
sure It wouldn’t be difficult to beat 
the Ausiialums at Faisalabad or at 
Lalioie. "Surely we have a better 
Side. And our players have come 
back to form.” 

Before leaving for Faisalabad for 
the .second Test Javed discussed the 
victory, the future of Pakistan cricket 
and the Pakistan team with the 
Sport.sworld correspondent RIA'/. 
AHMED MANSURI in his room at 
Hotel Intercontinental, where both 
the Pakistan and Australian teams 
were staying. 

srORTSWORLD : How do you feel 
after the victory over the Austra- 
Uans? 

MIANDAD: We won because of 
uui' new spill pair. Iqbal Qasim' and 
Tauseef Ahmed. They bowled well 
and outclassed the Australians. 
Secondly, we took the advant^c of 
the home wicket which was prepared 
lor the spinners. The Australians 
were definitely cursing themselves 
lor not bringing the other spinners 
with them. And no doqbt our 
manager and coach Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad has a big hand in this victory. 
His expert advice and planning did 
the real work. 

SW: How did you take your 
appointment as a captain at such a 
young age? 

Miandad: It’s a great honour 
being appointed leader of one’s 
national team at such a young age 
as mine. I am sure that I will be 
successful. 1 will do my best to up¬ 
hold the confidence reposed in me 
and I will do my job with all honesty 
and hard work. 

SW: Greg Chappell k a veiy ex¬ 
perienced captain. How did yon fM 
leading a team agalnat himt 


Miandad : I did not feel any dit- 
terent than what I have always felt. 
1 am not exactly a novice in Test 
cricket and my experience of 28 Tests 
has given me enough confidence to 
do the captaincy against any big 
name. Greg Chappell, no doubt, is 
a big uanie in cricket and a very ex¬ 
perienced captain as well. 1 feel 
honoured to lead the Pakistan team 
against such a great captain. 

SW: Have you received full 
support from the senior memben of 
the Pakistan team, especially from 
Zaheer Abbas and Majid KhanT 

Miandad : Yes. I did. Zaheer and 
Majid and a few others are quite 
senior to me but on the field thc.\ 
have co-operated fully with me. They 
have given me all the respect whicli 
they used to give to the other cap 
tains in the past. They are my 
friends. They have acknowledged me 
as their captain. 

SW : When did you bear the news 
that you have been named the cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan cricket team? 

Miandad: 1 was in Bombay stay¬ 

ing with piy relatives. When 1 reach¬ 
ed home late in the evening they 
told me that I had been made the 
captain. 1 thought they must be 
joking and I didn’t believe it, but 
late in the night I heard on the radio 
that I have been chosen to Irad 
against the visiting Australians.' T 
was surprised and of course happy 
to receive such a great honour to 


lead my country. Immediately 1 
rushed to book my seat for Karachi. 

SW: During the first Test, did 
you consult the past esptabu about 
the game's strategy? 

Miandad: Yes, 1 consulted and 
took advice from two or three past 
captains. In fact, they themselves 
discussed things with me. But most 
of all I consulted and made plans 
with our manager and coach Mushtaq 
Mohammad who himself was a great 
captain of Pakistan. 

SW : What do you think about the 
future of Pakistan cricket 

Miandad: After losing the series 
against India in India, I was feeling 
that our boys were lacking in CQ.afi- 
dence. We must regain our confi¬ 
dence first. Our hard work, real 
hard training and eight hours cricket 
in the camp, exercises, planning dif¬ 
ferent other tactics—all have helped 
and now you can see how much im¬ 
proved we' arc. After this senes is 
over we intend to continue building 
our team into a fighting combination. 

As the West Indians will be tour¬ 
ing Pakistan in the coming winter, 
we hope to be ready to face the 
world beaters with a lot of new blood 
in Qur team. Besides, Mushtaq 
Mohgmmad will be available as a 
manager-cum-coach to give every as¬ 
sistance and expert advice if needed. 
This surely will be of immense value 
for infusing new life into the teain, 







Windies'fearsome 

foursome 

JOHN BEN AUD 


S UNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR'S 
withdrawal from the proposed 

West Indies tour (which of 

course has f^een cancelled) 

prompted his critlGS to 

such lowly suggestions as the dyna¬ 
mic iittle b^man has taken a 
lesson from Geoffrey Boycott. A 
pity that^ for Gavaskar has surely 
proven himself above such slighting 
commentary, but he is indeed lucky 
to be missing an appointment with 
the world’s greatest fast bowling 
quartet. In fact, 1 am one of those 


critics prepared to say Roberts, 
Garner, Ooft and Holding, in the 
one team, are the greatest pace 
bowling combination the game has 
ever seen. They have triumx^ed on 
pitches regarded by experts as sup¬ 
porting only the talents of batsmen 
as well as those of the greener, liveli¬ 
er variety, lliey have beaten injury 
—Roberts had operatioiis on his 
knees. Holding once so badly dama¬ 
ged a shoulder, iu fact, many feared 
be would bowl no more. Croft has 
been worried by muscle problems, a 



?0 Michael Holding (centre) te bebta eongratulatmd hit hie teammatee 


legacy that Jerky, tv^^hg acflbn 
that contorts his body so Incredibly. 
Gamer...? Well, watdiing him hurl 
down those yorkers and bumpers 
one muses he may one day tread on 
his hand in the follow-through, so 
long are his arms. For most of this 
Australian summer R was Garner's 
turn to turn <Greg Chappell’s men 
weak at the knees. He bowled the 
most overs in Teats (127) and took 
14 wickets at the best, 21.5. 

Garner is not as fast as the other 
three, buf he has a disturbing habit 
of mixing yorkers with bouncers. 
ThaA is quite a feat because of the 
extraordinary difference in length. 
The adjustment is extreme. And for 
that reason Gamer is not always a 
success but he remains difficult to 
get away because of his great 
height 6 ft. 7 inches. Imagine 
then that when this giant of a man 
reaches the pmnt of delivery he 
actually releases the ball from a 
height of something like 11 feet. 
Probably that comes over the top of 
any sightscreen in the world. So 
should he have an off day in length 
and direction, he is still rather 
difficuk to pick up, even for the most 
accomplished batsman. 

The young Australian Pe.ter Toohey, 
who had such a good series in the 
West Indies in 1977, is a player I 
feel of good eye. Yet he spoke of 
Gamer with awe... “I find it next to 
impossible to judge the length, a full 
toss you think but it’s a yorker,” he 
says| “pulling and hooking are out.’’ 

On that tmir I saw Garner turn in 
the most terrifying spell It was in 
the second Test at Barbados Ken¬ 
sington Oval, Sobers’ home ground, 
late on the third day. Just a normal 
evening, normal pitch, but Garner 
was in perfect synchronisation. The 
short balls lifted alarmingly causing 
the Australians to fend desperately 
or perhaps die. And now arid again 
there was that toe smashing ycH-ker, 
perfectly pitched. He Ixroke Brace 
Yardley’s toe. But he broke the 
Australians’ spirit most of all A 
short loping run, and he gathers 
himself together just before the 
crease. And then those great big 
eyes roll around at the point of 
delivery. That 1977 tour 1^ Bob 
Simpson’s young Australians stressed 
just how mean these pacemen are. 
They slaughtered the Australians 
well withto the five days in each of 
the three Tests they played before 
pulling out when the Packer fracas 
surfaoM ha Guyana. 

I THINK COUN CROFT HATES 
batsmen-«-perbaps that is the 
fast bowler’s job, although I question 
the way Ooft went about it on that 
tour. & the island game against 
Australia Croft, bowling downwind 
with the second new ball for Guyana, 
cracked Gradiam Yallop's jaw, then 
slammed a bouncer into the back eff 
tailender Yardley** head. There was 
blood. Yardley, stretched out cm the 

f round, was twitching at the feet, 
or many Indians, that may revive 


the ineiitory of Nari Contractor 
flatttened by the violent Griffith. For 
Croft it apparently meant nothing. 
He atood idly, chatting and smiling 
wRh a team-mate. I have regard for 
my fellow cricketers, even if they 
are opponents. So, I suspect, do 
most cricketers. 

• 

Croft is not only a violent bowler 
but a freak. His approadi is straight 
until about five paces from the 
stumps where he veers away wide of 
the crease ipany times. Me infringed 
the no-bail rule by being too wide oi 
the return crease, a point umpires 
might well police a Uttle more dose- 
ly. From there, one would expect 
him to only slant the ball across 
from off to leg of the right bander, 
yet he has a remarkaUc ability to 
actually cut the ball from leg to ofi. 
In this season in Australia be bowled 
a lot around the wicket, a clever ploy 
as he retained within the batsman’s 
mind the feeling he would come back 
into the body. But he straightened 
the ball up, and notably got Kim 
Hughes’ widcet simply in Hie last 
Test, caught at slip. 

The point about Croft’s bowling I 
find most thought-provoking is the 
number of times he is no-balled when 
bowling bumpers. There is a pre¬ 
valence of this now “going through 
the crease” I call it. It is intimida¬ 
tion. Even if it is not applied on 
purpose. It is dangerous. It is cheat¬ 
ing. When he hit Yardley and Yallop 
Croft went through the crease a 
good deal. Imagine this—^thd wicket 
is perfect for batting, the fast bowler, 
great though be is, is getting IKtle 
help. Suddenly he bowls a bumper 
from 18 yards at top pace. The result 
is fi^ightening. The batsman is un- 
setliled. His reflexes cannot poasibly 
cope with such an eximeas ddivery. 
In Bruce Yardley’s case, he is lucky 
to be alive, 

IT IS DIFFICULT THOUGH TO 
i paint Andy Roberts and Midieal 
Holdiim with that stroke of niean- 
ness. Koberlis Is so quiet, his action 
totally without aggression. Holding— 
what poetry in motion. I could sit 
and watdi Michael Holding run in 
and bowl, run in and bowl...oh, 
forever, llie graceful walk back, 
the head high, chin tilted, lithe of 
body. Suddenly, the p^'uette, and 
he begins that long flowing run— 
shoulders swaying from aide to side 
ever so slightly. The elbows bent, 
the wrists limp. Then the release. 
It is easy to see bow Holding ripped 
apart bis bowling shoulder, because 
there is very little bod.y in his action. 
Whereas LiUee gets side on. Holding 
is diest to the batsmaa But hh 
momentum is so great at delivery 
and his aboukler thrust to great, be 
generates enormona ap^. 


When the West Indies came to 
Australia la 1875 to be wallopped 6-1 
by Chepped and Co.. Rod BfarA 
admitted after the teoa^ 

Perth that he Vaa “fi^phteaed fdr 
my life" when Michael BeMIng WM 
oparatiag. Ha was docked at over 


lUO miles an hour. He had only just 
beaten that shoulder injury. He 
came back slowly on tbe Australians’ 
197Y tour at Sahna Park in Jamaica. 
He was irresistible as steadily he 
found his rhythm and fine just like 
it used to be. Field glasses are not 
often the corred way to watch 
cricket as you don’t get the overall 
picture. But in that Jamaica versus 
Australia match I watched Holding 
bowling to David Ogilvie, the Austra¬ 
lian opener. Ogilvie is an advocate 
of the helmet. He wore it as a mark 
of respect for Holding in that game 
and with good reason. 

In tbe second innings Holding, with 
no percepiibie change in action from 
me .stcaoy good length delivery one 
before, let Ogilvie try to combat a 
bouncer. It wasn’t very short really 
aiic Ogilvie was back for an orthodox 
back qefenoe. It steepied at him and 
all he could do was nod his head ever 
so sughtiy forward the ball shav^ 
the helmet. Ogiivie, a ruddy faced 
young cnap with freckles, looked just 
a shade pale when be came up for 
air. Holding was just after Garner 
in this series. 14 wickets at 22 and 
just before Croft, 16 wickets, the 
most, at 23. Roberts slipped to 11 
wickets at 27. Some sbp—-Dymock 
was Australia’s best with identical 
strike rate and Lillee had 12 widcets 
at 30. 

Maybe though, Andy has had 
enough. He married before this tour 
and has always struck me as the 
thoughtful t;^ of cricketer who 
might be able to put his personal 
happiuess above the game. UjjtU he 
erased the {□lappeUs from the score- 
board in the space of two balls in 
that Adelhjde Test, I’d luve said 
Roberts miglit well have his best days 
behind him. 

One sfibbld never write off great 
fast bowlers. There is an English 
cricket writer name Robin Marlar 
vybo came to Australia this summer 
^pared to scadiingly tag Dennis 
Lillee as “balding and ageing”. His 
codiments have been noticealMe more 
recently simply for ^heir absence. 
Lillee really d^royed England. And 
so Roberts, more memoraUy than 
Croft, Gamer or Holding, all better 
performed here in this three-Test 
series, shattered AustrAia. 


Still, Roberts Is capable of produc¬ 
ing the thunderbolt from that smootb, 
flowing run in. And like Holding 
there is hardly a duume in effort. 
Back to 1977, this time TOnidad.. Ihe 
West Indies bowled first on a pitch 
that had sweated badly overm'gbt. 
On strike, Peter Toohey. Bowling, 
Colin Croft. A bumper. Four. Off 
foes Croft and Uo^ -teings bade 
Roberts. A Dumper. Toobey bato’t 
even got half way thiongh the shot 
when K bit the MU on the bade of 
his bat, up near the handle. It sUo 
ed open his forehead. Whereas 
Croft, tvltb his height, had thrust 
tbe baU into tbe m the smooth 
Roberts skMded at ToeAey. A 



Andg Robsrta—cepoM# of rs l sa si iig 
thunderboitv 


dangerous bowler. Sides around the 
wOTld may pray for relief, injury or 
retirement. 

Please note—Wajme Denlel, MaF 
colm MarshaU, Nwbeit PhlBip and 
Sylvester Clarfce are on atandby. 
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Hadlee: 
First Kiwi 
superstar 

R. T. BRITTENDEN profit 
tes Richard Hadlee, hero 
of New Zealand’s win over 
West Indies. 

lirZlEN RICHARD HADLEE HAD 
V ■ Gordon Greenidge out. on the 
third morning of the first Test between 
New Zealand and the West In^es, 
he took his Test tally to 113, only 
three short of the New Zealand re¬ 
cord held by Richard CoUinge. It 
seemed inevitable then that before 
the three-matdi series was over, 
Hadlee would have set a new mark 
for his country, find^d he did. 
Hadlee finished the series with an 
aggregate of 126 wickets, 10 more 
than Collinge's — Editor,) 

Such success has come his way 



Richard Haatee (right) with Greg ( havoeu 


steadily. He is the youngest of a 
notable cricket family, and, in a 
dhanging cridcet world, he has be¬ 
come New Zealand’s first superstar. 
Wherever he plays now, in New 
Zealand, the crowds begin a diant of 
“Had-lee, Had-Iee” to offer their 
favourite player encouragement. This 
sort of spectator reaction is quite 
new to New 2Sealand, but Hadlee 
seems to respond to such urgings 
and there is no doubt of his quality 
as a Test player. 

Tall and lean, he is a genuinely 
fast bowler. Not, of course, as miick 
as Lilkse or Thomson at their best, 
but probably a shade below the pace 
of Imran Khan. But he is fast enough 
to trouble the best of batsmen, and 


he bowls the uui-swuiger particuur- 
ly well. Moreover, he is an exciting 
left-hand batsman. Had he put his 
mind to it, he could have been a Test 
batsman without having to bowl. But 
he has concentrated on his bowling, 
and has developed into a quick-scor¬ 
ing, very valuable if sometimes quite 
unorthodox batsman late in the or¬ 
der. Pakistan will remember that he 
can play soundly and responsibly on 
occasion. He and Warren Lees set a 
New Zealand Test record for the 
seventh wicket in all Tests when 
they put on 186 at Karachi in 1976-T7. 

Hadlee came into first<las8 cridcet 
in 1971-72, and only two matches la¬ 
ter had a hat-trick for his province, 
Canterbury, against Central Districts. 










In his second aesMa he made his 
Test debot against Pakistan, after 
only nine first-class matdies. Since 
then, he has achieved much. He is 
the only New Zealander to take five 
wfdcets In a Test innings and make 
SO on two serarate occasions. He 
took seven for 23 in an innings 
against India, a New Zealand best 
performance in Tests. He is ibe only 
New Zealander to take 10 wfdcets in 
a Test more than once. He tc^ 11 
for 58 in the matdi with India, and 
10 for 100 on the only occasion New 
Zealand has beaten England. And he 
has played many very useful and at- 
tracUve innings, none better remem¬ 
bered than when New Zealand play¬ 
ed Australia at Auckland. Hadlee 
came in with New Zealand on its 
knees at 34 for five. He scored 82 in 
a most exdting counter-attack and 
sent the crowd into a state of deliri¬ 
um when he straight-drove Dennis 
Lillee for six. 

Hadlee’s father Walter is one of 
the most respected figures in New 
Zealand cricdcet. He was a very fine 
opening batsman and became an ac¬ 
complished New Zealand captain, 
leading his country on its highly suc¬ 
cessful England tour in 1949, Walter 
Hadlee has been a national cricket 
administrator for 30 years, including 
a term as chairman of the Board of 
Control. Richard’s oldest brother 
Barry has not pjayed in a Test, but 
has represented New Zealand in 
limited-over competition. A tall and 
stylish right-hander, he has made 
more runs for Canterbury than any 
other player. Another brother Dayle 
toured Pakistan and India in 1969 
and performed especially well there 
with his lively fast-medium bowling. 

If cricJcet is in the Hadlee family, 
the association was extended when 
he married Karen Marsh. Karen was 
in a New Zealand team wbidi toured 
India a few years ago. 

Richard Hadlee today is the only 

S inetrative bowler in the New Zea- 
nd side, and without him the Test 
team would be in dire straits. His 
value has been recognised elsewhere. 
In 1978 and 1979, he bad two very 
successful seasons with Nottingham¬ 
shire and this summer (our winter) 
be has been a professional with Tas¬ 
mania in Australia’s Sheffield Shield 
competition. He would have been 
signed up for the World Series Cri¬ 
cket organisation had it continued 
this summer. 

Hadlee was only the fourth New 
Zealand bowler to take 100 Test 
widcets and he readied that mark 
faster than Collinge, Bruce Taylor 
and Dick Mots—in his 25th appear¬ 
ance. He has made only one century, 
for Nottinghamshire against Derl^- 
shire, but every time he comes in to 
bat he has si^dators sitting up. He is 
a very likeable, relaxed young man.- 
bnt a very determined competitor 
who. if intent on making the most of 
his cricketing talento at a carew. 
still retains a fervent desire to do 
weB for bb co un t i y . 

Couitaty: Crickatsr, Pakiusn 
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Everynsky best colt 


♦ ♦ 


Nikhil Bhattacharya 


'im 


Everynsky was crowned the ‘horse of the 
year* when it toon the Indian Tterf Invka- 
tton Cup, the count's premier racing 
event, in Calcutta on March 9. Everynsky 
is owned by Mr S. C. Khatau and was 
trained by Rashid Byramji For the latter 
it tvas the ^ixth win in eight years. Sandy 
Barclay urns the jockey. ' 

Pictures show: (top) Everyruky being 
paraded by Byramit (left) and Barday 
(right). (Above) Everynsky no. S going 
around the paddock before the race. 
(Above left) The Invitation Cupii (Left) 
Barclay. 








Mukesr Pa Dian. 


Interview 


Boycott: 
Both 

Sunny and 
I are good 

T hough geoff boycott has 

been playtnci Test cncket for 16 
years, the Jubilee Test against India 
was his first in India. Reputed to be 
u difficult person, Boycott was any¬ 
thing but that in Bimibay. He was 
related confident and light-hearted. 
On landinti at Bombay he declared 
tongue-in-cheek : "If ever a World 
XI was selected with me and Sunny 
Gavaskar as openers, they wouldn’t 
have to bother about the nine who 
came after us.” 

For Indians it was instinctive to 
note that Boycott, who will be 4C in 
October, was always fielding in the 
deep. How many senior Indian Test 
players can one recall fielding at third 
man? But then Boycott is a no-fuss 
professional. 


8W : IUb wu your flnt vlitt to 
India. What wera yonr Imprtalona 
of cricket here — the cramto, ihc 
wlck«-t T 

BOYCOTT : I was a bit disappoint¬ 
ed. 1 had heard so much about there 
being enormous crowds in India and 
there just weren’t those enormous 
crowds. I’ve only once played in a 
crowd of over SO,000, in Melbourne in 
1965 and I was looking forward to 
playing in front of a 50,000-60,000 
crowd, which would have been quite 
an occasion. Secondly, I had heard 
such a lot from Sunny Gavaskar par¬ 
ticularly, and also from the England 
players, about how good the pitches 
were. They were (supposed to be) 
bucking surfaces, which turned so 
that the spinners got in the game. 
These days a lot of countries seem 
to be predominantly (reliant on) fast 
bowling. I felt that coining to India 
where the spinners would have op¬ 
erated would have been good for the 
game. Dut to come and play in Bom¬ 
bay on a pitch which resembled an 
English pitch, where the ball bounc¬ 
ed and seamed, wa.s very disappoint¬ 
ing. For these two reasons, the match 
was a disappoin ment — for the pub¬ 
lic as well as the players. 

SW : You were lo king forward to 
lilaying the spbmera ? 

BOYCOTT : Yes I was. India has 
always produced very good spinners 
and they (the Indians) seem to have 
very supple wrists. Bedi, Venkat, 
Chandra, have been very great per¬ 
formers. And Prasanna, who was a 
marvellous bowler. 


His interview was also in the same 
vein. Biutally frank about the per¬ 
sonal problems that beset him the 
season before last, Boycott had no 
illusions about how good a play^ he 
is. As he says at one point, his re¬ 
cord speaks for itself. With an aggre¬ 
gate of 6557 runs from 88 Tests at 
an average of 48.93 (17 centuries) it 
sure does. 

Geniuses meet face to face—Boycott (left) 


SW : To what would you a'trlbute 
the difference in your p rformanoe 
in Aus ralla this s a ion and th'* ca- 
8on before? You did very well this 
time. 

BOYCOTT : Usually I have done 
very well, in most forms of cricket. 
It was only last year that I didn’t do 
very well. This was because of a 
combl'iation of reasons, f got a very 

and Gavaskar during the Jubilee 



’AH fast bowlers are difficult, 
but all spinners are good 
also. I take them all as they 
come along. / have been 
playing Test cricket for 16 
years and so / must be able 
to play all types of bowlers. 
/ win some and lose some. 
There's nobody I would spe¬ 
cially pick out more than 
anyone else.' 


bad thumb injury in the English sea¬ 
son ill 78 and 1 was out for six 
weeks, couldn’t even hold a hat. 
Secondly, my mother had a long and 
serious illness and then she died of 
Cfinrer. Thirdly, Yorkshire sacked me 
as the captain. So, the injury, which 
meant a loss of confidence the per¬ 
sonal loss of niv mother and the pro¬ 
fessional loss with Yorkshire, was 
just too much for me to cop<^ with. 
It was impossible for me to plav 
good cricket when 1 was at .such an 
emotional low. 

SW : Did playing one-day crick H 
In Australia h^Ip you to play more 
uidnhibit dly ? 

BOYCOTT : Not particularly. I 
just play the cricket that I have to 
plav. 


SW : Which fast b'lwl n have you 
found It most difficult to play ? 

BOYCOTT: All fast bowlers are 
difTnult, but all spinners are good 
also. I take them all as they come. 1 
have been playing Test cricket now 
for 16 years and so 1 must be able to 
plav all types of bowlers. 1 win some 
and lose sonve. 

SW : Of the iMresrnt tot, Ullee. 
Roberta ? 

BOYCOTT : Well, they arc all 
very good. But just like batsmen 
they have good days and bad days. 
1 here’s nobody I would spidally pick 
out more than anyone else. 


SW : What do you think of Kapil 
as a bowUr ? 

BOYCOTT : He’s a very fine bowl¬ 
er. His performances in the last 12 
months have been quite astonishing. 
He swings the ball a gn at d^al, 
which is an art which had got lost a 
little bit along the way. Just as there 
aren’t many spinners in Test CTicket 
now because the quick bowlers “domi¬ 
nate, there are not too many true 
swing bowlers. There are a lot of peo¬ 
ple who bowl quick or they hit the 
deck and the ball deviates but not 
many who actually swing it rhiough 
the air. Kipil. like Ian Botham, can 
swing and seam it and that’s why 
both of them have had such remark¬ 
able success recently. 


SW : Were you happy with your 
batting here? 

boycott : Yes, considering the 
surface we played on. It was a sea- 
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mers* pitch, and not very many peo¬ 
ple made a lot of runs. I thought 
that I had played very well. I played 
pretty well in the first innings until 
I got one that pitched and left me 
very quickly. And when most were 
(playing and) missing a lot, I think 
I missed only twice in the two in¬ 
nings I played. 

SW : Yon have a fondneoa for the 
EngUoh capw Ihere are p c(ur<.a 
ahowlag you wHh only ahorta and a 
cap on. why b that not 

BOYCOTT ; You mean why 1 wear 
my cap regularly instead of a floppy 
hat? Well, 1 am a traditionalist and I 
was brought up to believe that when 
you earned your English cap, it was 
the highlight of your career. In the 
old days, it was the tradition that 
the team wore exactly the same 
sweaters. They were a team and they 
looked a team in every resp.ct. And 
it is something I have been brought 
up to believe in and something which 
1 try and carry out. In tact, 1 tried 
one of the hats in the final session 
yesterday (the third day of the Jubi¬ 
lee Test) and I found it very very 
strange and as you saw I didn’t come 
out with it this morning (the fourth 
day) and 1 came out with my cap on 
again. 

SW : Would you like to say lonie- 
(hlng alK.ut the comments you made 
in Australia about you having to play 
when yuu didn’t want to play in a 
particular match T 

^ BOYCOTT : Not really. 1 had an in¬ 
jury and it was as simple as that. I 
hurt my hanu and my neck and I 
was out of the game for a couple of 
weeks. 

SW : You didn’t want to play at 
that time Y 

BOYCOTT : Not at all. I didn’t 
think I was fit to play and that’s 
what I told the captain and the selec¬ 
tors. They wanted me to play 
even though I wasn’t fit. 

SW : So you played under protest? 

BOYCOTT : No. I played in the 
end because I thought It was in the 
interest of the side. But like ail play¬ 
ers, I also feel that I can play well 
only when I’m reasonably fit. 

SW : How many years do you 
think will you be playing cricket 7 

BOYCOTT : 1 haven’t a clue. 

SW : You feel absolutely fit right 
tkow 7 

BOYCOTT : I take each six months 
as it comes. I’m pretty fit and I’m try¬ 
ing hard. I don’t drink or smoke and 
I’m enjoying my cricket at the mo¬ 
ment. I take each season as it comes 
along. I don’t look too far. 

SW : Can it be said that crick t D 
the prime thing in your life 7 

BOYCOTT : Well there are other 
things that I like doing. But cricket 
has been my profession. 

SW : Everything revolves around 
cricket in your life 7 

BOYCOTT : I think with every 
professional man it has to. 



'Who’s better, Sunil or / ? 

/ don't think it is a question 
people should seriously con¬ 
sider. We, / feel, are both 
very good players.' 

Just like (it is with) Bjorn Borg in 
tennis or Jack Nicklaus in golf. You 
cannot escape it, for you can only es¬ 
cape it for a few days at a time. And 
if you try to escape it often, then you 
would not perform very well at 
your job. I think you have to be 
aware of it all the time. You have to 
have the time to practice and there 
must be time for you do certain 
things to get yourself in the right fra¬ 
me of mind. And you have to play 
very often at it to do well. Jack Nic¬ 
klaus cut down bis schedule of tour¬ 
nament last year and played very 
very few, in fact the lea-st he had 
ever played, and be had the worst 
season he bad had for a number of 
years. 

SW: Do you have any ambitions 
lef in cricket 7 

BOYCOTT : Not at all. 1 try and 
play, and play well and enjoy it and 
Just see what comes. 

SW : Are yon enjoying K a bit 
more than what you us d t.> earlier? 

BOYCOTT ; I enjoy it all the time. 
Each season brings it own 
problems and if vou are a 
professional, you have to anm- 
ter them. It is just like each new 
bowler brings in new problems and 
you have to try and find a way out 
of it. It is just the same with each 
season. 

SW : Have you ever regretted/tte 
fact that at certain timis you made 
ynursclf unavailable for England 7 
BOYCOTT : Oh, I don’t kno'w, that 
is in the past. 

7 haven't a due as to how 
long I'll carry on playing 
cricket. / take each six months 
as it comes along I'm pretty 
fair and f'm trying hard / 
don't look too far' 


SW : Does idaying and misring 
ratOe you 7 

BOYCOTT : No. I don’t think so. 
Does it rattle Sunil Gavaskar ? 

SW : No K doesn’t rattle the brat. 

BOYCOTT : We tell ourselves that 
the bowler has bowled a good ball. 
And we acospt it as one of the things 
of the game. It’s almost impossible 
for any batsman to hit every ball in 
the middle. He’s only playing with a 
four and a quarter inch of wood. And 
tbe howler can bowl with all kinds 
of speeds, he can do many things 
with the ball. Then there is the un¬ 
predictability of the bounce of the 
pitch, and the ball is going to cut and 
seam or spin or swing. There are 
some batsmen who play and miss 
lesser than most others, and I’m cer¬ 
tainly one of those. 

SW : Do you think there is a parti¬ 
cular way a left-handed seamer can 
trouble you any more than other 
bowlers? 

BOYCOTT : I don’t know, you 
better ask them. 

SW : It has been felt by many that 

K have proUems with the ball ang- 
across. 

BOYCOTT : Well, if they say so. 

SW : No, I would like to ask you. 
Whether you think that it’s a part of 
you that.... 

BOYCO’TT : (Breaking in) Well, 
my record speaks for itself. 

SW : Who do you think is better, 
you or Sunny? 

BOYCOTT : That’s not for me to 
decide. 1 don’t think it is a question 
people should seriously consider. 
We, 1 feel, are both very good play¬ 
ers. We have some similarities : good 
concentration, good temperament 
and we can both play long innings’. 
We both play the new bill and one 
of the things opening batsman learn 
to do is what to play and what not to 
play. It’s important to decide what 
not to play specially when the ball is 
moving around. And we have some 
opposite things since he plays in cer¬ 
tain areas and I play in different 
ones. But there are a lot of similari¬ 
ties between us. And I think the main 
thing for people is to try and enjoy 
all players in their different styles. 

SW : Sunil has this .problem when 
be faces a ball that lifts Ju t short of 
a good length. He is right behind It, 
so if the ball lifts he can’t g«.i away 
—the ban wlU hit either his glove or 
his bat. Do you face a s milar 
problem 7 

BOYCOTT: That probably happ¬ 
ens to Sunil a little more because he 
is a small person, like most people of 
the Indian race. But it’s all relative 
because when we, who are of a good 
height, come up against somebody 
like Garner who is six feet eight 
then everybody—'Viv. Richards, Clive • 
Lloyd, Greg Chappell—has a problem 
because the ball comes so steeply. 
But Sunny has done pretty well for 
his height hasn’t he ? I don’t-think 
it really matters. 

Interview with AJAY KUMAR 



'For your record book 


Kiri's double 

O N FEBRUARY 17, SYED 
Mujtaba Hussain Kkniani, 
30. became the first—and only— 
In^an wicket-keeper to claim 100 
Test victims w^n be. caught 
England opener Ge^ Boycott off 
Roger Binny in the first innings 
of the JuWlee Test at the Wan- 
khede Stadium, Bombay. Since 
be had already completed 1,000 
runs in Test cricket, he becomes 
the ninth in the world to achieve 
the wicket-keeper’s double. He 
..reached the target in his 42nd 
Test. Of his victims, 77 were 
caught and 23 were stumped. 

In the last series against Pakis¬ 
tan. Kirniani equalled N. S. Tam- 
hane’s record of claiming 19 vic¬ 
tims against Pakistan. He also 
holds the record of having the 
highest number of victims in a 
series against all of the other na¬ 
tions playing Test against India. 

Highest number of victims in a 
series for India : 

Against Pakistan 19 (17 ct & 
2 St) (in Ikid.) in 1979-80 series 
(N. S. Tamhane also holds this 
record in 1954-55 series). 

Against Australia 14 (11 ct. ft 
3 St.) (in Ind.) in 1979 series. 

Against West Indies 10 (7 ct. ft 
3 St.) (in Ind.) in 1978-79 series. 

Against England 11 (5 ct. ft 
6 St.) (in Ind.) in 1976-77 series 
(Bharat Reddy also holds this re¬ 
cord in 1979 series) 

Against New Zealand Kirmani 
has twice taken 10 victims in a 
series: 10 (8 ct. & 2 st.) (in N.Z.) 
in 1976 series and 10 (9 ct. ft 
1 St.) (,n Ind.) in 1976 series (F. 
Engineer also holds this record in 
the 1967-68 series) 

Kirmani also equalled Tam- 
hane’s record of having the high¬ 
est number of vicLms by a wic¬ 
ket-keeper in an innings for India 
when be got six New Zealand 
batsmen (5. caught, 1 stumped) at 
Christchurch in 1976. Tamhane 
bad set up the record against 
Pakistan at Karadii in 1954-55. 
Subsequently Kirmani achieved 
the feat twice more — against 
Australia at Delhi in 1979 and 
against Pakistan at Madras 1S79- 
80. On both occasions all six 
victims were caught Iv him. 

Kirmani has scored 1,439 (42 
Test, ave. 27.67). He now has 101 
victims—78 caught, 23 stumped. 

PARVINDER SINGH NARANG 


Vishy's 

5,000 

L ast month (February i8) 

Vishwanath became the 
second Indian player to achieve 
the distinction oi scoring 5.000 
runs in Test cricket. He achiev¬ 
ed this milestone when he exe¬ 
cuted his first scoring stroke in 
India’s second innings in the Gol¬ 
den Jubilee Test against England 
at Bombay. Gavaskar (5974 runs) 
was the fint Indian to adiieve the 
feat. 

Gundappa Rangnath Vishwa¬ 
nath, born on February 12, 1949, 
began his Test career against 
Australia at Kanpur in 1969 by 
scoring 0 and 137 and became the 
only batsman in the world to 
score a century and a duck in the 
same Test on debut. 

When Vishwanath .scored 145 
against Pakistan at Faislabad in 
1978, be became the first Indian 
player to score a century against 
every Test-playing country. He 
has played in the last _ 65 Tests 
without a break, which is an 
Indian record. The world record 
is held by Sir Garry Sobers, who 
played in 85 consecutive Tests for 
West Indies. 


Vishwanath has 

to 

his credit 

one more outstanding 
T 

achieve- 
I N.O. 

vs. Australia. 

4 

8 

196970 

vs. West Indies, 

3 

5 

197971 

vs. England, 1971 

3 

6 

vs. England, 1972-73 

5 

10 

vs. England, 1974 

3 

6 

vs. West Indies, 

5 

10 

1974-75 

vs. New Zealand, 

3 

6 

1975-76 

vs. West Indies, 

4 

6 

1975-76 

vs. New Zealand, 

3 

6 

1976-77 

vs. England, 1976-77 

5 

10 

vs. Australia, 

1977-78 

5 

9 

vs, Pakistan, 197979 

3 

5 

vs. West Indies, 

6 

7 

197979 

vs. England, 1979 

4 

7 

vs. Australia, 1979 

6 

8 

vs. Pakistan 1979-80 

6 

10 

vs. England, 1980 

1 

2 



ment, that of scoring 30 fifties 
(centuries excluded) in Test cric¬ 
ket, which are the most for India, 
(jolin Cowdrey’s 38 fifties for 
England constitute a world reccnd 
for most fifties in Test critke*. 

Following are the complete bat¬ 
ting .statistics of Vishwanath up 
to the Jubilee Test: — 


R 

H.S. 

Avge. 

lOO’s 

50's 

334 

137 

47.71 

1 


133 

50 

27.00 

— 


128 

68 

25.60 


1 

365 

113 

40.55 


1 

200 

52 

33.33 


2 

568 

139 

63.11 


3 

197 

83 

39.40 


2 

255 

112 

42.50 


1 

324 

103* 

64.80 


2 

175 

79* 

19.44 


1 

473 

89 

52.55 


5 

249 

145 

49.80 

1 

1 

497 

179 

71.00 

2 

2 

341 

113 

48.71 

1 

3 

518 

161* 

74.00 

2 

2 

228 

73 

25.33 


1 

16 

11 

8.00 

— 

— 


69 121 5003 179 44.66 11 30 

* indicates not out 
RAJESH KUMAR 
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Lillee's 200 

D KNNIS LILLEE, THE GREAT 
Australian fast bowler, cap¬ 
tured his 200th wicket in Test 
cricket on February 2, 1980 when 
he dismissed John Lever of Eng¬ 
land in the third Test at Mel¬ 
bourne, which was his 3{Hh. Only 
one other man has achieved the 
feat in fewer Tests. Clarrie 
Grimmett, Austral.a’s log-break 
bowler did it in 36 Te-sts. At the 
start of the Brisbane Test v West 
Indies, Lillee was 29 short of the 
200 mark. His lOOlh victim was 
West Indian Vivian Richards at 
Brisbane in 1975-76, in his 22nd 
Test. 

So far, only five Australians 
have taken over 200 wickets in 
Tests They are R- Bonaud (248), 
G. McKenzie (246), R. Lindwall 
(228), C. V. Grimmett (216) and 
Lillee (206). Lillee has taken 25 
or more wickets in a scries thrice: 
31 wickets v England in England 
1972. 27 wickets v West Indies in 
Au-stral.a 1975-76, 25 wickets v 

England in Australia 1974-75. He 
has claimed 10 wickets or more 
in a match five times and five or 
more in an innings fifteen times. 






V England 

V West Indies 

V N. Zealand 

V Pakistan 


NIKHIL RASTOGI 





Creamy cologney lather 
Lavish generous. 
Cologne fragrance . 
tingling with freshness 
Freshness you can face 
the day with 
Godrej Shaving Creams 
With a choice 

Rich Foam and 
Menthol Mist. 

Both varieties available 
in 70 g & 20 g sizes 


SHAVING CREAMS 

Refreshingly new— 
in feel and fragrance 



on 70 g. tube 


• Open till 
stocks last I 
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like it or lump il 


T Hli BLUEPRINT OF A NATIONAL 
sports policy—whatever that is 
supposed to mean—has been 
forwarded to the liovernincnt by the 
All-India Council ol Sports Finn 
decisions on the iccuminendutiuns 
will be taken at a hiRh-level 
ineetinK on all lool’a day. Now. now, 
watch it That’s not u valid I'eason 
for a cynical smile. There is no 
escape from the propaganda value 
of sport and India, like any other 
couiitiv, is keen on improvinjt its 
iiiiaRe on the sports-fields ot the 
woi Id. 

I oiKc destnbed the AICS as a 
body that was castrated at birth and 
could not bn expected to ri'ow in 
l»oteiuv. It is little more than a 
(Inariim hoiLse loi Ri ants and 
endorsements tor trips abroad by 
this or that sports squad The AICS 
itsejf has arown weary of its 
adyisory lok'. It would like to 
aicpiiie both laiiRS and claws. 

It einis.iRcs itself as an autonomous 
body witli .1 li.M'd biulRel in the 
national spoits policy ii has 
lorinulated It also calls loi a 
.1 tull-lledKed Sports Ministiy or at 
least an independent cell with ;in 
efficient hccrctariat. 

'I he value of such adiniuistr.itivo 
refnrnrs is debatable. The Biitisb 
SpO’Cij Council, which spends a 
fortune op coacliiiiR schemes for 
vaiious disciplines. Is not without its 
critics It still has to deal with the 
fe,lt :atioiis who aie jealous of theii 
aulonomy and will tolerate no 
.siiRRcsIioii of any erosion of their 
inherent riRhts. The position Ls no 
diffi'rent in our own exjuntry. In the 
final analysis, the onus of preparing 
and selectinB teams for international 
events rests with the federations. 

The AICS would like sport to be 
activated in the schiMils and 
rollescs. It believes that each 
educational institution must have 
its own playing field or fields, 
swimming pooHs and courts There is 
noMiing new in this ideal. More than 
a decade ago the Education Ministry 
decided that no new school should 
be sanctioned unless it had 
piovision for a playing field. But 
how many urban and rural schools 
enjoy that privilege? 

Education, is u State subject and 
L'ornprohensivc legislation on it at 
the national level runs into all. kinds 
of regional snags. The AICS format 
Ls not really bothered by this. It 
insists that sports—and not merely 
the basic disripline.s of athletics, 
gvnmnastics and aquatics—should be 
made a compulsory subject in all 
educational in.stitutions. 

Most schools charge a games 
fee today without providing the 
opportunities and the facilities for 


all their pupils to participate in 
sport. How much of this monev i-* 
diverted for other extra-curricular 
activities one will never know. But 
then* have been instaiiix's where the 
games lee h.us Imth spent on the 
maintenance of ornamental gardens 
hv principals. 

I'he minimum qualifications f<ir 
lotis iKMiig what it is in our txiuntrv. 
there seeni.s to be no escape from 
the paper-chase for childn'n II 
sport is made a compulsory subject, 
it would help to enable a boy or a 
girl to develop certain special 
aptitudes at the right age. 

That (ouhf encourage an 
awau'iicss of sport in tfn' minds 
of both pupils and parents, but 
unless W(> have neighbourhood clubn 
in iiihnn and rural areas, with 
voluntary play-leaders to guide and 
entxniijge young.slers. we will nevei 
lx* a truly sporls conscioii.s country 
and millions will (ontiiiue to be 
lost to spor* each yea'". 

ALL DOURTli ABOUT INDIA 
hosting the 1,%2 Asian Carnes have 
been .set at rest The Indira Gandhi 
;'ovci nment has lost no time in 
acxepting the cximmitnicnt and 
giving the organising committee the 
green signal to go ahead with its 
(xinsti action plans. The Charan 
Singh complex created a good deal 
of confusion and a great deal ol time 
has been lost Thi* construction work 
will have to be placed on a war 
footing to get things leady on time 

The orgaiii-s.itiiiii iiiobtcin^ will 
be many and-varied. That is not ot 
immediate intoiest to the. average 
spectator. He would like to .see 
Indian competitors put up a good 
show in a.s many spoits discipline.s 
as possible. And it is time the 
tederations worked on their plans 
for the preparation of their 
I epre.sentatives right aw.iy. Ol 
course, their primary (oncx'in at the 
moment is trying to jump onto thi; 
Moscow Games bandwagon. It is to 
be hoped that the lOA w'l! trim its 
sails and not encourage no hopers to 
make the trip at the, expense of the 
tax-payei Few led(?ration.s adopt a 
constructive and scientific approach 
to tlic pri'paration of their 
representatives for either the 
Olympic or the Asian Games. They 
treat matters on an ad hoc basis 

TAKE THE CASE OF INDIAN 
hockey. The affairs of the federation 
are in quite a mess. Instead of 
accepting the finality of the 
resignation of M. A. M. Kamaswamy, 
vice-presidents Kalare and Balraj 
Ahcr will go to Madras, cap in hand, 
and jry and persuade the president 
to remain in olfice until the long 
overdue, annual general meeting is 
held. When and where, who knows. 


The IllF will cunliuue to be a 
headier wonder in this Olympic 
year. That’s bad. What’s worse is the 
t.ict that the selectors are still 
whistling in the dark. That‘.s why 
they have chosen 42 probables from 
whom 16 will be finally selected for 
iK'xt moiith's quadrangular at Kuala 
l.ampur. The .selectors seem to have 
learniHl nothing from our 
paiticipation in the Champions Cup 
at Karachi earlier in the .year and 
1 11)111 the National Championship at 
(Jiittack. 

Guicliaran biiigh BiMihi, who 
haiidlixl the vittorious squad at the 
li)75 World Cup at Kuala Lampur, 
ha.s been recalled. He us no miracle 
workei. And Budhi will find himself 
up against it with -such an 
unwieldly number gt players to 
If am. 

Ihe main piubleni with Indian 
hockey rests with the intermediate 
line. We do not have half-backs of 
le.il iiilei national clas.s. The laris in 
the lunniiig lor selection m these 
>ilal positions should have received 
siieiial lOiuliiiig But the blokes who 
loiiiiol the de.stiiiie.s ol our hockey 
liau' never thought in teims ot 
gixiommg adi'<|iintc letilacemeiiLs 
lui the stai.s who may have grown 
oUl together And that is where 
I’akistan, the wprld’s top hockey- 
playing country, has .stolen a march 
over us. 

ONE CAN REST A.S.SUREI) 'THAT 
the Russian interest in Jiockev will 
not .subside with the Moscow 
Olympic (James. Their women show a 
good deal of aptitude foi the game. 
'Ihev liave -spi'ed, stamina and 
strength. Some of them have 
mastered the first principles of the 

g. mie and they cortainly have not 
been diseraix'd in their international 
maidu-s with the more experienced 
liuiian girls. On the contrary, they 

h. ivi taught them a le.s.son or two 
where trapping and thi- use of the 
.setting up pass, the .square-ball and 
the through-ball, and covering and 
positional play is concerned. 

fii.iiitude is one coin that is in 
short .supply in the world of today. 

I'lie Bombay Women’s Hockey 
A.s.soi idtion /epaid the BHA for all its 
hell) m making it possible for the 
women to host the .six 'I'csts between 
India and Rii.ssia in a psH'uliar 
iii.imiei'. It reduced the BHA to 
loui seats in it,, own committee 
box. 

j lie BHA rommittee is 
n.iluially furious and the women 
will have to look for another ground 
. 111(1 oltice premises for its future 
(x)mmilinents. ’ITiLs is most 
unfortunate. But then I advLsed 
Adam thirty yeais ago, almost to the 
day, not to take a bite of the apple 
ottered by Eve and allow women’s 
lux key to run its own affairs. 
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COVERS CUP 

Dempo 
make it 

D empo sports club won the 

Rovers Cup Football Tournament 
for the third time. Thus they aown- 
cd with a 2-0 success a camp^gn 
they had bexun with reservations. 
But in the final analysis they proved 
worthy of the honour, because in all 
their three games they played better 
than their rivals, with, the difference 
between their rivals and them being 
more marked in the semi-final and 
most marked in the ultimate round. 

Yet the champions from Goa would 
be the first to confess that their most 
recent triumph brought them less 
satisfaction than those of 1974-75 
and 1978-79, for the composition of 
the field this time was the poorest. 
They may even have had a tough 
time against Jagatjit Cotton and Tex¬ 
tile Mills in the final had they not 
reinforced their team with Nicholas 
Pereira and Herbert San. These two 


though just recovered from injuries 
and turning out for the first time, 
performed to expectations and help¬ 
ed Dempo break out of the defensive 
outlook of their two earlier games. 

The return of Nicholas as right 
stopper let Joseph Machado fill his 
customary role in the centre of the 
three-man midfield. Machado showed 
in the final that Dempu’.s loss of 
fluency in the earlier matches was 
only a passing phase. He spread the 
game out to both flanks with shallow 
passes that taxed the JCT defence to 
the utmost and also gave scope for 
Bahu Arolkar, his skipper, to attack 
from the left. 

Still one fcR that Dempo would 
not have been able to settle down to 
an effective rhythm but for the oppo¬ 
sition being less skillful. JCTs medio 
was not even average and the deep 
defence, after an early show of de¬ 
fiance. wilted under the pressure of 
varied raids op their territory. The 
JCT defence aLso did not get any 
heartening support from their attack. 

JCT looked like making a fight of 
the final for the first quarter of an 
hour. But even in that spell it was 
clear that their attack Vvas a one- 


man probing mission, which was 
destinod to fail through the others* 
inability to load the guns. Inder bad 
no backing from the other forwards, 
who also got in his way at the top 
of the Dempo box and caused their 
rivals to escape a fair test Nidiolas 
rnd Mahesh. the Dempo central de¬ 
fenders had a comfortable 90 mimi- 
tM aigi Eugenio in goal, an sven 
more easy time. 

International Surjit Singh, in the 
JCT goal, on the other hand, was 
called upon to displa.y his prowess 
fairly frequently, though he would 
have had a more rigorous test and 
Dionisio Trinidade. Machado and Alex 
Miranda not squandered the chances 
their ball play had created. The first- 
named was the biggest offender, al¬ 
though the two goals he scored were 
excellent efforts. 

Of the four teams seeded straight 
into the quarter-finals, Dempo were 
the most impressive. Yet, they had 
their problems. First and foremost, 
they were without Francis D’Souza. 
The international forward has always 
plaved his best in Bombay and was 
chiefly instrumental in Dempo’s suc¬ 
cess last year. Next they also did not 
have the stabilising influence of inter¬ 
national centre-bad( Nicholas Pereira 
and the industrious right-half Her¬ 
bert. Both were on the injured list. 
The absence of Nicholas compelled 
Demoo to play the versatile Machado 
in Nicholas’ place. 

Consequently. Dempo were a little 
apprehensive of thei»- prospects But 
the experience their men had gained 
over the years in various tournaments 
enabled them to adapt themselves to 
the exigencies. This was what took 
them past the youthful Premier TV- 
res, the Kerala champions, and 
Mafatlal. Bombay’s Harwood League 
runners-up and Federation Cup run¬ 
ners-up, to the final. 

Dempo’s reputation, perhaps, over¬ 
awed Premier TVres. The latter see¬ 
med afraid to go all out in attack. 
They withdrew one of their prime 
forwards to a midfield role and the 
rest could do little to trouMe the 
Dempo defence, lire more fluent 
Dempo attack got the only goal of 
the match following a very good 
move, with Dionisio squaring the ball 
for Alex Miranda to drive paat Vic¬ 
tor Manjila. 

Tbe'Semi-final turned out to be an 
easier outing for Dempo, at their 
rivals, Mafatlal Group, who have 
been going through a lean speO, just 
could not get out of the rut. One 
consolation for Mafatlal was w en¬ 
couraging debut of Gautam Bhatta- 
ebaryya, who bad played well for the 
Railways in the Coimbatore National 
last December. Though this was his 
first match for his new team, be 
showed commendable composure un¬ 
der pressure. But Mafatlal’s attadt' 
was so slow that it was alroost,4ioD- 
existent as a striking force. Alex 
Miranda again netted the only goal 
of the match. 
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Mafatlal had looked rusty in the 
quarter-nnal against Punjab Police, 
tneir only other match. They were at 
the receiving end for most of the 
hrst half and their goal survived 
threats from Harminder Singh and 
Batbir Waraidt Punjab Police also 
were more thnutful with Ravi Bhu- 
Shan setting hi> forwards on the move. 

But the interval brought a change, 
and Mafatlal came more and more 
into the attack. Rattan TJiapa, who 
was playing his first match of the 
season in Bombay, worked hard and 
it was bis powerful drive that re¬ 
bounded off substitute goalkeeper 
Jasbir Singh and let Suresh Ravaliu 
Siam in the solitary goal of this quar- 
ter>hnaL 

JCT cut a sorry figure in their first 
match, the quarter-final against Cen¬ 
tral Reserve Police Force, before Kul- 
tar Singh netted the winner with 
about a quarter of an hour to go. 
The Sait Nagji winners began on a 
bright note, opening their account 
as oarTv as the fourth minuta through 
Mohinder Singh and then dominating 
the. proceedings till left striker Anil 
ef’iia!is'’d for CRPF 20 minutes later. 

■'> prsafter JCT were tied up in 
kr t" bv J Thapa's tight marking of 
ln'''-r Sm«(h. It was only in the last 
20 minutes that JCT were able to get 
back into the game by using their 
right-wing. Kultar and Kashmira 
combined to secure the- winner. 

TTHIS DISPLAY WAS SO UNINS- 
1 piring that one expected Orka.v 
Mills to have a cakewalk into the 
final for the second successive year. 
But the runners-up of last year were 
unbelievably off-colour on that day. 
From the start their entire defence 
looked sluggish. The experienced Su- 
has Walk® failed to shield the ball 
from Kultar and the JCT winger jab¬ 
bed It into the goalmouth for the 
lurking Kashmira to tap home past 
goalkeeper Sbekar Bangera for the 
eigth-minute lead. 

Orkay failed to steady or bestir 
themselves, and Bernard Pereira also 
seemed to get disspirited from lack 



Premier Tyres ‘keeper Victor Manjila 
dives full length at the feet of 
Dioniiio (Uempo). Dempo won 1-0 


of support. He was ufFocted the most 
by the absence of Ainarjit Singh, 
who had made the victory over Cen¬ 
tury Rayon in the quarter-final possi¬ 
ble. As Orkay failed to raise their 
game. JCT capitalised on two more 
defensive lapses to score through 
Mohinder Singh and Kashmira for a 
win that was flattering despite their 
improvement. 

Orkay, one of the seeded sides, 
won the keenest quarter-finals. They 
looked very sharp, an<i the enthu¬ 
siastic Ainarjit covered up many of 
their shortcomings In midfield. With 
Bernard also in fine form, they were 
worthy of their 2-0 victory over Cen¬ 
tury Rayon. 

Century Rayon had earlier knock¬ 
ed out two more fancied sides, after 
winning with a degree of comfort 
against Orissa XI in the second round 
and Bharat Electronics Ltd., the 



Bangalore League runners-up, in the 
third. They started as the Hiraerdogs 
against Aligarh Muslim Univei^ity, 
who had caught the imagination of 
the fans here with their fine victo¬ 
ries in the preliminary rounds over 
Madras Club of Jabalpur, Mahiodra 
and Mahindra, Central Rank and 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

Aligarh, who had a Somalian and 
six 01 seven Iranians, however, play¬ 
ed below their best. Their star, IrV 
nian World Cupper Majeed, in parti¬ 
cular, did not show the form he had 
in earlier matches. He also seemed 
to be irked by some of the dedslona 
of referee J. P. Coutlnho. 

Century gradually grew In confi¬ 
dence, inspired as much by the exam¬ 
ple of skipper Ganesh Sherlgar, whose 
overlapping from right back led to 
many of the attacks that eventually 
gained them an odd goal in three 
success. Aligarh later lodged a pro¬ 
test against the second goal against 
them and also against the referee 
for playing short time. The protest 
was thrown out. 

Aligarh, in their debut, did enough 
to niuke the fans here look forward 
to their return next season. In 
attack, Majeed, Jamshed and Zafar 
Iqbal caught the eye, in midfield 
were Asghar and ^am Jibril, In 
deep defence stoppers Ali Khodai 
and Anwar Ahmed and in goal Bijan. 
Their match against BNR was a tita¬ 
nic struggle between Aligarh's attack 
and the railway team’s defence, m 
which goalkeeper Kunal Mukherjee 
and leh-back Amit Dasgupta shone. 
But BNR’s attack had only Veer 
Babu and the small-made striker 
was contained by Khodai and Ah¬ 
med. Aligarh also had a tough time 
against gallant Mahindra and Mahin¬ 
dra, who went down only in a replay. 
The biggest disappointment in this 
tlnrd quarter of the draw was Border 
Security Force, who lost the pre- 
quarter-final, 0-1, to Century Rayon. 

Indeed, only one other quarter 
produced some interesting fare. That 
was the first quarter, in which Tata 
Sports Club, the best Bombay team 
-n this season, were expected to go far. 
" But they lost their tool after referee 
J Floriano Sanctis, on a signal from 
r'; linesman Len D’Sa, disallowed for 
" off-side an equaliser by right-back 
Koshy Mathew. 

Some Tata players indulged in 
wanton kicking out of play and beha¬ 
ving in a most unbecoming manner. 
This was most unfortunate as Tata’s 
then were in control of the game and 
with 20 minutes left could have 
found the equaliser and may be the 
winner too. Instead tbey conceded 
two more goals, although the second 
against them came frpm a clear off¬ 
side position. Tata’s had the team to_ 
have won the Cup thig year and dialk' 
up a unique record of being unbeaten 
in Bombay in a season. 
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CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 

Iransfers 

in 

Singapore 

ARIJIT SEN 

T ie first heat of summed 

in Calcutta coincided with a sen¬ 
sational coup by iMohammedan 
Sporting Club. Down for years as 
number three in the football hier¬ 
archy of the Mecca of Indian foot¬ 
ball, the club this year has netted 
its biggest catch in recent memory 
hy getting an assurance from no 
less than seven East Bengal play¬ 
ers—as early as in late February— 
that they would don black-and- 
white shirts this season. And the 
annual transfer “season"—lastuig a 


Surajit was indulging in politics at 
the player level and was form.ng a 
group to seek his own ends. 

Surajit retaliated by opening a 
dialogue with (Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing The player, it is learnt, felt 
insulted at the treatment meted out 
to him by the club after all that he 
had done in the service of the club 
for SIX years. Samaresh Choudhury 
IS said to have extended a hand of 
friendship and the two began to 
chalk out a tentative team for Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting. 

The team-building efforts of the 
club took Suiajit to S.ngapore, 
where a majority of the Indian 
team playing in the jire-Olympic 
soccer tournament were from Ben¬ 
gal. Surajit had opted out of the 
1 idian squad, nuraing an injury, so 
he was free to tala to the Bengal 
players 

While Surajit tiew to Singapore 
on March 3, Jyoliimoy Sengupta of 
East Bengal reached there two days 
later. Bill, by then, the deals had 
all been apparently closed. In a te¬ 
lephonic coiiver.sation with the dub 



The Mohun Began players at a practice session last year. Will they all 
remain or will some seek richer pastures? 


fortnight—was scheduled to get 

under way only from March 16! 

Normally, the transfers in Cal¬ 
cutta evoke feverish excitement 
among followers of the three big 
clubs—Mohun Bagan, East Be^al 
and Mohammedan Sporting. The 
ruling body in the State, the IFA, 
now conducts these ofidcial trans¬ 
fers of players, from one club to 
another, in one comer of the Eden 
Gardens, so that the police can con¬ 
trol the crowds better. 

This year, preparations for net¬ 
ting players started early in the 
respective camps. While East Ben¬ 
gal began by getting coach P. K. 
Banerjee over in mid-January, 
Mohammedan Sporting cashed in 
on a rift within that club to begin 
s.sreading its wings. It is learnt 
the East Bengal authorities told 
Su'.ajit Sengupta to look for other 
pastures, because they were not 
satisfied with his conduct. Appar¬ 
ently, the club authorities felt 



Prasun—to stay or not to stay! 



Suroju—the players were always 
with him 

autlijritie.s on March 9, Mr. Sen¬ 
gupta is said to have expressed his 
failure in keeping a majority of the 
club’s players from leaving East 
Bengal. 

Of course, a lot will depend on 
the tiansactions and deals that are 
made out during the period of 
transfer. There will naturally be 
many who will have second 
thoughts and decide to reverse 
their earlier decisions. But, as of the 
time of going to press, Surajit, 
Shyamal Ghosh, Chinmoy Chatter- 
jee, Prosanto Banerjee, Shabbir Ali, 
David Williams, Manoranjan Bha- 
ttacharjee and Bhaskar Ganguly 
had decided to switch allegiance 
from East Bengal to Mohammedan 
Sporting. 

This, of course, would mean that 
several players would leave Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting and the most 
prominent among them would be 
goalkeeper Nasir Ahmed. Alsu, 
East Bengal would then be assured 
the services of players like Gurdev 
Singh—who has opted back to 
Bengal after deciding to return to 
Punjab. Also, it is learnt that the 
very promising stopper Samar 
Bhattacharjee of Mohun Bagan has 
already decided to don East Ben¬ 
gal colours, along with Sudhir Aar- 
makar. In the half-line, Mohd. 
Habib would switch, as also Sw^an 
Nandi from Mohun Bagan. While 
Harjinder would remain, Suhhas 
Roy, Akbar and Latifuddin from 
Mohammedan S. C. and Tapan Das 
from Mohun Bagan would reinforce 
the East Bengal forward line. 

Mohammedan Sporting, as things 
stand today, would retain the ser- 



CMnmny ChaUrrjrt', Samaresh Choudiiury (18), Monotra/rijan Bhatlacharjee and Bhaxkar Oanquly—when they 
io(‘tv m East Benqal. Will it be iin en bloc change of jersey? 


Vices of d inajoiity of its p’ayers, 
iiicludinii linkmen Ama.raj and 
Mahmoud Khaba'i'i, and dc^nders 
Moidul Islam, Premnath Philip and 
Gourariga Hanoi jce Thus, on the 
face of it, Mohammedan Sporting 
look a formidable side this year and, 
with careful planning and a certain 
amount ^ dedication from its coach 
Amal Dutta and its new players, 
could well break the monopoly of 
•he ‘Big Two’—after a decade. 



Manjtt andGurdmi—n»t»rn 


Mohun Bagan, this yeai, is con- 
centiating on lotaining its players. 
Hav nu already lost the ageing 
Karmakar and young Samar 
Bhaitacharjcc in defence, it is 
natuially keen on ictaiiiing the rest 
of the men in the deep. The big 
questi-jn mark, is however, the 
future of Piasun Baneijee While 
lo.>ally to his bi other 'P K' may 
prompt his transfer to East Bengal, 
he has to decide whether or not to 
leave, a set combinat on and a club 
t- that has looked after him welt. 
■< Gautam Sarkar is set on remaining 
S with 'Mohun Bagan, despde a very 
w tempting offer from the £ast Bea- 
= gal camp 'the stiiKers in Mohun 
Bagan, Xavier Pi us and Shy am 
Thapa, are sure to lemain, b'ut the 
whoie city is agog with rumouis 
that the two livewtre wingers, 
Manash Bhattachai jee and Bidesh 
Bose, have been oilei cd the un¬ 
believable sum of rts 1 lakh each! 
this may be too much to be true, 
but it is a fact that East Bengal are 
sorely lacking in speedmen on the 
fianks. What iiiese two lovable 
youngsters will do, only time can 
tell. But if they do sign the tians- 
fer register, they will set a recoid 
in terms to p.ayers. i ;:'>y will also 
set a voi'y unlieatthy prccedewt) 
which could ultimately land all the 
big flubs in an all cnguhmg soup. 


....And so the tale continue.% 
most of It rumour, some of it just 
embtyonic information and the rest, 
cold, hard, fact. Wqile lesser fiy 
like Mihii Bose can get away wiin 
a ttanstei fiora East Bengal to 
Mohun Bagan and youngsteis li,Ke 



Habib—back to the club which 
brouiiihl him to. Calcutta? 


Amu Bagcm enter the 'Dig time 
through Mohanunedan S. C., the 
story will reach ifs climax on 
March 31, when the transfer book 
IS closed for the yeax and prepara¬ 
tions start in fuil swing for the 
Federation Cup, which is scheduled 
to start at the Eden Gardens from 
April 14, the Bengali New Years 
Day. , 





From the 
grass¬ 
roots 

NARESH KUMAR 

I ENJOYED IT MORE THAN ALL 
r the Grand Prixs’. A two-day 
jjuniur tournament at the South Club, 
sans fanfare, but with six events and 
93 entries. The cost ? A mere Rs. 
tOOU. One could organise a thousand 
of these for what is spent on one 
single Grand Prix and it is not ex¬ 
aggerating much when I say it is a 
thousand times better. This, it struck 
me, is real grassroots stuff. Here, in 
West Rengal, once the home of 
Indian tennis and a nursery for ten¬ 
nis players, there seems to have been 
a drought which has left neither 
grass nor roots. 

Whatever the reasons, the least of 
which cannot be the lethargic, ageing 
administrators—one of whom has 
been around since 1 was a junior— 
or a president residing at Delhi for 
the last two years. Roth thorough 
gentlemen with substantial contribu¬ 
tion to the cause of tennis but in 
my opinion, unable to maintain the 
rrrquired tempo of coaching and orga¬ 
nisation. .Since lighting elections for 
oflio'.' is far tougher than winning 
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Promisinn Zeeshan AH (right), the under-l2 singles winner with Amit 
Chalurvedi 


matches some of iis old-timers decid¬ 
ed to help the cause by organising 
this small junior tournaraunt. 

The tournament revealed a wealth 
ol talent paiticularly in tivj 14 years 


and under events, which were all 
fiercely contested. The two most 
promising juniors were Zeeshan Ah', 
son of the National coach AKhtar Ali, 
and Ram Kumar, who is the son of 
the coach at the neighbouring Punjab 



Club. Ram Kumar won both the 
under-16 and under-14, while Zeeshan 
Ah won the under-12 and was defeat¬ 
ed in the final of the under-14. Oose 
on the heels of the above-mentioned 
duo, are Rajesh Bajaj, Amit Chatur- 
vedi, P. Chaubey and G. Banerjee. 


The under-10 year division was won 
by Arjun Kumar, who defeated left¬ 
hander Munish Chaubey 3-6, 6-1, 7-5 
in the final set in a well-contested 
match. The under-18 event, open to 
boys and girls, was won by left¬ 
hander Shiel Kumar, who defeated 
his cousin Gita Kumar 7-5, 6-1 in the 
final. The girls event was won by 
Gita Kumar, who defeated ths 
younger Sonali Mukherjee in the 
finals in straight sets 6-1, 6-4. Sonali 
Mukherjee seems to have made every 
good progress over the last few 
months and the honest hard work 
put in by her is beginning to pay 
off. 


The point now is that an intenat- 
ed plan is required to give all these 
youngsters the necessary facilities for 
coaching and match play so that they 
can achieve their full potential. If 
such a plan exists, then it is a closely- 
guarded secret, as no one seems to 
have heard about it. If it does not 
exist, then it should be drawn up or 
else tennis in West Bengal will nev«r 
move out of the doldrums. 


S. N. RAINA 











'Sportspeopte 


Packer: / was 
good for cricket 

K erry packer, the cricket 

tycoon, recently said that after 
the disbandment of his Work! Series 
Cr.cket he was a popular man in the 
world. The players were now bettci 
paid and the standard of the game 
bad improved considerably. He said 
this in an interview telecast over the 
BBC. “Cricket has benefited from the 
WSC as more young players will 
come and everyone will make a liv¬ 
ing out of it.” he told the interview¬ 
er. He was, however, critical of the 
English team, which he .said did not 
dt'seive to be called a good side. 

Mr Packer did not reveal how much 
the WSC venture had cost him. He 
dksclosed that he had something in 
Ins mind which he wanted to do 
before the dissolution ol his WSC. 
No. he had nothing to do with runn¬ 
ing ol cricket now. "We only pro¬ 
mote it on the TV. Mv involvement 
now is in the promotion and telec.t!,l 
mg of cricket. 1 do not have any say 
ill it nor do 1 seek if. The lormei 
"cricket pirate”, however, admitti'rl 
that he was s<k1 and sorry as life-long 
friendships between present and for¬ 
mer cricketers were broken due to 
the formation of his WSC. 

Mr Lynson Taylor, ex-Managing 
iJirettor ol the WSC, who also app¬ 
eared in the programme claimed that 
me centre ol cricket had now shifted 
from Loro’s to Melbourne. Melbourne 
IS now tne centre of cricket and will 
remain so tor many years. He main* 
tallied tiiat the English cTiCket autho- 
rnies wanted to stop it but failed. 

Tuny Greig, the former English 
captain, who joined Mr Packer along 
with three other England players, 
criticised some cricketers and des 
cribed them as being stupid without 
any foresight. He was proud that 
player* were now better paW. 

The intellectual in 
athletics 

'PHE KIEV DYNAMO HAS FliNAL- 
ly retired from top class athletics, 
giving up hopes of a comeback at 
this year’s Olympics. Yes, we are 
speaking of Soviet Union’s champion 
sprinter Valery Borzov, the douUe 
gold medal winner at the 1972 
Munich Olympics.- The news coming 
as it does from Novosti, the Soviet 
Press agency, is correct but somewhgt 
surprising. A few months before the 
last Spartakiad Borzov had said: 'T 
confirm my decision to take part in 
the Moscow Olympics. I shall dieck 
the degree of my preparedness 
lop tfW Qiynpics during the USSR 


Borzop taking the crouch start 

Games this summer for which I am 
preparing very thoroughly.” But he 
.slumped to the .sixth place in the 
200in heat in the Spartak.ad. Which 
explains his .sulxieqiient rating of his 
chaiirc.s of joining the Mo.scow fray 
a.s .'i0-,5t). Anyway, even after that 
debni Ic he Wiks reportedly training in 
all seriousne.ss in the forert near Kiev 
where he lives with his wife, the 
ret.red gymnad Lyudmila Touri.v 
chiiva and their daughter Tanya. 

Triio. before the USSR Games ot 
the Sparxakiad, the lamou.s athlete 
suflered -Some setbarks. He ranked 
only eighth in the 100 metre dash in 
the continental ehampion.ship in 
p -agiie (10 55 sec), did not figure in 
the 1970 ranking hit of the world’s 
best .sprinters, and took only the 
fourth place in the USSR’s ranking 
list with a time of 10.50 sec in the 
100 metres. .Second, Borzov got a 
very bad injury, the rupture of the 
Achilles tendon, 

'This he attributed to too much 
training on artihcial tracks. The ex¬ 
ample of Viktor Saneyev, the three- 
time Olyinp.cs champion in the 
triple, jump, made Borzov optimistic. 
Saneyev underwent an operation in 
lO"?? and ranked second in the Euro¬ 
pean championsb-p in the Czecho¬ 
slovak capital a year later. ‘T am 
fortunate to follow, as H were. In 
Saneyev’s footsteps,” Borzov said 
then. ’T was operated on by the 
same specialists who had operated on 
Viktor and the operation was made 


brilliantly. I have already started 
training and now get into form." But 
a.s 'it appears now, he did not gain 
much by the operation and in fact, 
during and after the last Spartakiad 
he found it difficult to train too much 
on artificial tracks. Borzov, who had 
planned to do 100 metres in 9.8 secs 
and 200 metres in 19.7 before he re¬ 
tired, said even after his Spartakiad 
setback; “1 believe I can still keep¬ 
running competitively.” 

A post-graduate of the Kiev Insti¬ 
tute of Physical Education, Borzov 
hiks worked on a thesis for the degree 
of Candidate of Pedagogy. Its subject 
is the technique of the crouch start 
in splint. Leaning on his own ex¬ 
perience. as well as on numerous ex¬ 
periments and theoretical and labora¬ 
tory studies, the young researcher did 
his best to develop, as he himself 
sa.ys, an “optimal model of the start¬ 
ing posture”. This is one of the pro¬ 
blems .solved in his thesis. 

Valery Borzov is an intellectual in 
sport, that is to say, a sportsman of 
the modem type. This well-educated 
young man likes and knows how to 
think. While training or studying 
the subject, he remained a researdi- 
er, well aware of what he'should do 
ut a given moment and what was the 
purpose of his actions. “In short 
races it is necessary for your thinking 
to he a micro-moment ahead of yepir 
doing, for in the course of the race, 
you are fat-ed with a whole series of 
tasks”, he says. 
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BEDSER’S RECORD: Alee Bedser, 
chairman of the selection committee 
of England’s Test and County Cricket 
Boards got another term when the 
TCCB met for its spring meeting at 
Lord’s on March 5, There were no 
new nominations. This will be 
Bedser’s record 12th seascm as 
chairman and 19th as selector. 
Bedser’s colleagues will be Ken 
Barrington, Charlie Elliot and Brian 
Close. 




THE CALCUTTA CUP, the famous 
tntemational rugby trophy competed 
for annually by England and Scot' 
land. The trophy, of Indian design, 
was made from melt/ed down silver 
rupees, the accumulated funds of the 
Calcutta Rugby Football Club when 
it was temporarily disbanded in 1978 
because of lack of fixtures. It was 
presented to the Rugby Union that 
year and was first competed for in 
1979. This year’s match took place at 
Murray field in Edinburgh on March 




'‘I’LL MAKE IT FOUR"~-Muhwmmad AH once again demonstrated his 




to regain the world heavyweight boxing crown for a fourth time. Three 
flays later his representatives signed an agreement for ’the Greatest’ to 
fight the V/BA champion John Tate. The purse for the bout to be’held 
probably in late June will be a record sum—unconfirmed reports, said thot 
-the fighters would split $14 miUion (about Rs 11.25 crores). However, 
later the WBA championship committee chairman pointed out that the 
WBA would not sanctim the fight as AH was not included in the offi^ 
ratings. Meanwhilet AH cut his lip while training without a mouth 
guard—he needed ten stitches to close the cut and cannot box for td>out 
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FROM ICE TO NICE: John Harrington (left) and Mark 
Wells of the United States Olympic ice hockey team are 
mtroduoOd to roller disco by Cheryl Rixon at the Roxy 
Roller Disco in New York. The party at the dkco was a 
salute to the victorious Olympic ice hockey team. 


, A WINNER: Somy Somers became the oI*rt 
ever to land a victory under the rules of nci^.Tne 
’ was fim past the post th« Westw- 
eeide Chase to notm up the 26th wm 
IW race oareer. 
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Crossword 


Gndman 






ACROSS 


1 

5 

9 

10 

12 

15 

16 

17 

20 

21 

24 

25 

26 
27 


Game for habitual drunkards ? (8) 
and 3 dn. Adept at the wheel 
(4. 6) 

One whose behaviour is not that 
of a gentleman (3) 

Fish shaped like a snake (3) 

In football, this kibk is allowed to 
be taken without interference 
from opponents, as a minor penal¬ 
ty against them (4) 

—ton: member of the Football 
League in the UK (4) 

This tennis is an ancient form of 
the game (4) 

Press Trust of India (abbr.) 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

One of a series of rows rising 
one behind or above another (4) 
A short quick breath 14) 

This match is played at the sports 
field of one's opponent (4) 

In the past (3) 

Skating on the — is a winter 
game (3) 

A knock-out in boxing (4) 

A member of a committee that 
chooses a sports team (8) 


DOWN 

1 fn Rugby, to try to win the ball by 
scrimmaging (4) 

2 Below the score standard set lor 
the hole of a golf course (5. 3) 

3 3oo 5 dc* 

4 On which'a gambling game is 
played (6, 5) 

6 See 22 dn. 

7 In cricket, ball bowled (8) 

8 &tra playing card used In certain 
games (6) 

13 To hold oneself at a distance (4,4) 

14 One who participates in the last 
round of a contest (8) 

<18 Skittles (5) 

,19 A slang term tor football clottiing, 

' etc. (6) 

22 and 6 dn. Knock down with six 
daUvarles 7 (4, 4) 

23 A oar will not movo If it is out 
of- (4) 

(SokidfliBs next week) 


Question box 


■MHHHHIHHIMlAitswtMs by Sudhir VAidya 

Mias Hina Yasmin, Pune. 

Q: Coulo you please let me know 
the address of Sikander Bakht 7 
A: You may write to him C|o 
Karachi Cricket Association, Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Despoffl Jan Barooah, Dlbrugarh. 

Q: Who is the batsman who has 
hit maximum 50's in Tests ? Is Vlshwa- 
nath the top in the world in this 
respect 7 

A: Colin Cowdrey of England has 
hit 38 half-centuries In 114 Tests for 
England. Visnwanath has reached the 
mark 30 times In 69 Tests. He does 
not hold the record In this respect 7 

Chandan Ghosh, Calcutta. 

Q: Who has scored the maximum 
number of double centuries in Tests 7 
How many 7 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Aus¬ 
tralia has hit a maximum of ten double 
centuries in 52 Tests for Australia. 

Syed Tanwar Akhter. Ohamo Mahw. 

Q : When, where and against whom 
did Ian and Greg Chappell make tneir 
Test debut 7 

A: Ian Chappell played his first 
Test at Melbourne against Pakistan In 
1964-85 season and Greg commenced 
his rest career at Perth against 
England in 1970-71. 

Balaram Bhattacharyya, Calcutta. 

Q: What type of dismissal is 
‘obstructing me field’ in cricket 7 
A: It a batsman wilfully tries to 
obstruct tne opposite side fieldsman, 
while catching, should such wilful ob¬ 
struction by either batsman prevent a 
ball from being caught, it Is the 
striker, who is out. 

Farah Ar6, Patna. 

.. Q : Who made the fastest Test cen¬ 
tury? In how many minutes? 

A: ' J. M. Gregory of Australia had 
taken Just 70 minutes to complete his 
hundred in the Johannesburg Test 
against South Africa in 1921-22. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 82 



R. K. Sunder, Catcwtla. 

Qi What ie the record tor maxi¬ 
mum number of runs scored in a day, 
In • Test match, by and against 
whom 7 Who scored the maidmum 
runs that day? 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Aus¬ 
tralia had made 309 not out (105 
before lunch), 115 between lunch and 
tea and 88 between tea and draw of 
stumps) in 380 minutes of a day. 
against England In 1930, on July 11, 
the first day of the Leeds TesL 

Anindya MHra, Kanpur. 

Q: Who scored the fastest double 
and triple centuries and when 7 

A: Sir Donald Bradman’s 200 In 
214 minutes and 300 In 309 minutes 
against England at Leeds In 1930 are 
the fastest double and triple cefiturles 
In Test. 




iRarijJl Choso 

QUESTIONS 

IN THE BLANK > WITH THE 
correct answer from within the 

brackets: 

1. - teams will take part in the 

final phase of the 1982 World 

Soccer Cup championships. (16, 
24, 20) 

2. In the 1976 Olympic Games a 

new - 1 class was included in 

Yachting. (420, 450, 470) 

3. The USSR won-gold medals 

In the 1976 Olympics. (47, 51, 49) 

4. Last year FIFA celebrated Its- 

anniversary. (50th, 25th, 75th) 

5. Vishwanath is India’s --cricket 

captain. (19th, 20th, 21st) 

6. The 31st World Table Tennis 
championships were held In ——. 
(Japan, Yugoslavia, India) 

7. There are —- categories In 
Olympic weightlifting. 10, 12) 

8. In the Montreal Olympic Games, 
the men's 200 m gold was won b)r 

-. (Valery Borzov, Sebastian 

Coe, Donald Quarrie) 

9. Punjab won the Santosh Trophy 

for the first time In -(1970, 

1971, 1972) 

10. Kamaljit Sandhu Is the - 

Indian woman to win an Asian 
gold medal for the country In an 
individual event, (first, second, 
third) 
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iBoris Schapiro 


Neither declarer was very happy with his 
performance on this week's hand from 
match play. Both had managed to go 
down in what looked 'a completely 
straightforward contract although, to he 
fair, the key play was easy to overlook. 


4 K 9642 
'j? A 82 




none 
9 7 5 s3 2 


$ 


A 

0 J 10 7 4 
10652 
A J 6 



4 J 73 




4 0 10 8 5 
^ Kfi 
0 094 
4K084 




A K J 8 7 3 
10 


Noilh dealt with last West vulnerable 


and at both tables South played in five- 
diamonds after East West had bid to four- 


spades. (Weal had given some thought to 
bidding on. Hi' might have done well for 
the defenders would he by no means 
certain to come to their club ruffs.) 
Again.st five-diamonds West led a low 
club. Declarer won on the table and led a 


diamond to the Ace to reveal the-3.0-lrump 
break It didn't look too serious, and a 


spado to the Ace and a winning diamond 
finesse followed. Then, suddenly. South 
saw possible dangers ahead. There was 
no longer time to ruff the two losing spades 
in dummy and establish a heart trick 
without running out of trumps. 


At this point the play diverged. One 
declarer diew the last hump and led a 
heart, but East wonandiemoveddummy’s 
last tiurnp by leading a spade Then the 
dclence had a spade trick to cash when 
West got in with the Ace of hearts. The 
othei declaiei saw this tiap and tried 
leading hearts immediately, but again 
East was quick to see his only chance and 
played a second round of the suit to his 
partner's Ace to collect a rOff. 


Well, how should declarer have played? 
Thi solution IE surpiisingly .simple. Ho 
must play oft 4 A at tuck 2 before testing 
trumps. Now there is time to cross to 0 A, 
luff a spade, finesse 0 J, and ruff the last 
spade. The South hand is le entered with 
a club ruff and the last tiump drawn and 


with two trumps remaining a heart can 
easily be established. 

Last week’s quiz; at love ail South holds 
4 A 10986*^3 93 0 01094 A5. North 
opens one-club and South responds one- 
spade, over which North rebids three- 
clubs. To call 3NT now would be the lazy 
bid that a lot of players might try, but if 
must be better to bid three-diamonds, 
suggesting a guard for no-trump pur¬ 
poses. If North holds the hearts he can 
bid no trumps - if not, the best contract 
will be five-clubs or possibly four-spades. 
To call three-spades instead, although 
forcing after partner's lump rebid, would 
suggest a rather better suit. 

This week's quiz: West plays the hands 
below in five-clubs against the lead of 
K, How should he tackle the hand? 

WEST EAST 

4010842 45 

I^none <j7O'0 7 4 

607' C>AKJ842 

4AKJ 10.5 3 442 



Pflpr Claike 


For this month's example of endgame play 
we turn once again to Rubinstein, who 
was extraordinarily skilful, like Capa- 
blanca, at exploiting small advantages 
in simplified positions. The game is a 
long one, and the first 40 moves are 
passed over without comment. 

White: Rudolf Splolmann; Black Aklba 
Rublnstofn. Buy Lopez. (St Petersburg, 1909.) 
1 04, •$; 2 Ktn. KteS; 3 BbS, al; 4 Ba4, Ktf«; 
S 0-0, Ba7; 0 Rot, bS; 7 BbS, dO; 0 e3, Bg4; 
0 h3, BhS; 10 d3,0 - 0; 11 Ktbd2, dS; 12 a x d, 
Kt X dS; 13 Kill, BfO; 14 g4, BgO; IS gS, Ba7i 
10 Kt X oS, Kt X aS; t7 R x aS, KtbO; 10 d4, 
Ktd7; 10 Ral, B x gS; 20 B x gS, Q x gSH ; 
21 Qg4, QdO; 22 Ktg3, KtfO; 23 Qf3, Qd7; 24 
Kh2, aS; 2S a3, RabO; 20 RaS, RfaS; 27 Rgl, 
b4; 20 RxaS, bxc; 20 Qxc3, Kta4; 30 
Kt X a4, R X a4; 31 RdS, Qa7; 32 ReS, Ra2; 
33 Qg3, QdO; 34 QxdO, exdO; 3S Rc7, 
R X b2; 30 Rgcl, KiO; 37 Bc2, Ra2; 30 B x gO, 
hxgO; 39 Rc1e2, Rxc2; 40 Rxc2, RaS; 

41 Rc3... 

Rooks belong behind passed pawns. White 
should therefore have played 41 Ra2l, Ra4, 

42 Kq 3, with good drawing chances After the 
text move he gels driven into a passive position, 
in which the scattered pawns arc liabilities. 

41 ... Ra4: 42 RdS, Ka7 

43 Kg3, KaO; 44 KIS, KdS 

4S Ka2, gS 

If 45 ... R X d4?, 46 Kc'3, the pawn endme is 
drawn. 

44 Rb3,10; 47 Ka3, Ke4 

a Rd3, dS; 49 Kd2, RaO 


M KeS, Ra7i 01 Kd2. Ra7 

S2RelT.Kxd4: 13 a4. Ra7 

M RaS, RaS; SI Ral, KaO 

M KaS... 

Having lost his OP, White ought to have made a 
Did for active play with his rook by 56 Rcl 4, 
Kb4; 57 Rbl4, Kxa4; 68 Kd3, Rc5; 59 Kd4. 
Rc2; 60 Rb7. The black King would have taken 
some time to return to the centre of the con¬ 
flict. 

M ... d44; 57 Kd2. R» 

SI Kal, Kb4; SI KeS, KaS 

Now the black Rook is free to go after the weak 
white pawns. 

00 Ra3, Rf4; 01 RaS, Rh4 

OtKdS, RxhSi; S3Kxd4, Rb44 

04 KdS, R X a4: OS Ra2, Rf4 

00 Ka3, KbO: , 07 Rc2, Kb7 

00 Rcl, Ra4; 09 Rhi, KcO 

70 Rh7, Ra7; 71 Ks4, KdO 

72 KfS, go I I; 73 K x gO, R x h7 \ 

74 K X h7. KeS; 7S KgO, g4 
79 Raalgne 

The finish could be 76 Khb. 15; 77 Kgb, Ke4; 
7b Kh4. K(3 etc. 

Competition 63S0. Soluliun next week. 

White 



Black 


White lo play and draw 

Solution to 6340 (Grunleld-Samiech, 
Baden-Baden, 102S). (2hS/Cnt/1p1P4/' 

pB4r1/P3R2p/1P3ptP/7K/8 - White to play.) 

The gamp continued 48 H 08 1 ?. Kh7, 49 d7, 
Ro2+, 50 Khl, KUbI, 51 Rh8 I , Ka7, 52 RaS I , 
Kb7 and was drawn by repetition. However, 
Grunfeld could h.ive pl,iycd lirst 40 d7,r , 
winning oa.sily allei 48 Kc 7, 49 Re8l, Rf|24 , 
50 Khl, Rd2; 51 Rc8 I e(< 

Problem No 1012. Solution next week 
N.RIngellaube (Third Prize, Deutsche Schach 
zeilung, 1958) 

(O/4p1S1/3btp2/7K/4B3/3S3k/0pp/e«b - 4 
white men; 0 black.) 

White to play and male in seven moves 

Solution to No toil (Bartolovic). (bt02bK1/ 
S/3P1 Rpl /I PI k4/r4P2/1 SBPq3/0/B -mate In 
two.) 1 Bb4 (Ikreal 2 Oc'4) (a) 1 . . R x b4. 

2 0 X as, (b) 1 . Od4; 2 Oe6; (c) 1 . . Oe4,/-. 

2 (9c5 The three theinalic tries, 1 Be5, 1 Bd4 
and 1 Ba5, are detealed by 1 . Ox d3, 1 . . 

B X d6 and 1 ... R x 14 respectively 
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filter in the East 
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'Letters to the Editor 


mtmi/wmma is s/tahh mo 
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VOLUME II ISSUE 22 AN ANANOA BAZAR PUBLICATION Re 1 



• AN EYE FOR CRICKET 

Patrick Eagar and John Arlott 
have combined to come out 
with an unusual book 
comprising some of Eagar's 
best photographs and Arlott’s 
perceptive captions and notes 
This week's cover story 
features exclusive extracts 
from the book. 


22 WE COULD HAVE DONE 
BETTER 

Captain Prasun Banerjee 
recounts, match by match, the 
pre-Olympic football tournament 
■n Singapore. 

Also: Three pages of colour 
photographs. 


27 RANJI QUARTER-FINALS 

Reports from Bangalore, 
Calcutta, Jaipur and Jamshed¬ 
pur and photographs of all 
four matches. 
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Question Box 
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14 New Zealand-West Indies four 
statistics and averages for 
your record book. 

18 Pnklstan-Australia Test at 
Falsalabad. 

20 Hockey tangle In Bombay. 

38 Indian Open Qolf. 


Cover transparencies of the Melbourne cricket ground, 
where 85,596 people gathered on the first day of 1975 West 
Indles-Australia Test, and a study of the West fndlan crowd 
at Bridgetown, Barbados In 1973, by Patrick Eager, whose 
study In "An Eye for Cricket" of Vivian Richards appeared 
on the cover of our February 6, 1980, issue. 
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Poems on 
Kapil 


KAPIL’S BOWLING 

I NDIA HAS GOT A 
Player at last. 

Who can really bov)l 
quite fast, 

His outqoinq ball does 
the tnck. 

Of making the bats get 
an unlucky snick, 

His svnnging ball never fails. 
To remove all the batsmen's 
bails, 

Hts beauty ball that turns in 
Has many times helped 
India to win. 


KAPIL’S BATTING 

I have really seen very 
few blokes. 

Who can play such fluent 
strokes, 

He continuously hits four 
after four, 

And steadily moves up 
the score. 

He usually hits the boil 
with all his might, 

But when the fielding is 
really tight. 

With ail the fielders at the 
boundary line. 

His running between the 
wickets is really fine. 

— S. BHANU VILAS 


Quickly, 0 quickly the 
runs did come. 
Sometimes in‘fours and 
in skcers some. 

Like a spell on the 
opponent cast, 

His hooks and drives were 
really fast; 

Thrilling the cricket-lovers 
and fans so vast 
It was the bowlers who 
gave up at last 
Later, when they came 
face to face 
They werfi clean bowled 
by his furious pace! 

The batsman can do 



stumps they race. 

If the batsmen was leg 
before loicket, 

Kapil’s usual victims in 
Test cricket 
Then would everyone 
loudly appeal 
And — another wicket 
goes to Kapil. 

—JAYANTHI 

SEETHARAMAN. 


All the admirers of Kapil 
regard him as Dev. 

If he is bold in bowling. 


in batting he is brave 
No wonder he was declared 
Man of the match 
There is none to equal him 
in whole ^ the batdh 
He is full of starAina with 
teal and strength 
Knows how to tackle the 
opponents at length 
Kaj^ is indeed bom 
for cricket 

Whether he bowls, bats 
or keeps the wicket 

— MISS ATIA KHAN 
(12 veera), Calcutta 


Kapil 15 the allrounder 
Of our cricket team; 

And he surely is-the master 
Of the ball and its seam 
He is also the hero 
And the man of the 

crowd. 








“TheOreatest” 

speaks 


HMV’s sensational 
new SP release 



Featuring for the 
first time ever the voice of 

AU 

in a special message 

Recorded at Ne w Delhi on January 26.1980 
in co-ope ration with APEEJAY 

Also featuring *Blad[Snpennan* ^ 






Rush to your 
HMV dealer today! 


Qllis Master’s Voice 


whtn 

h hardtu m th« t/ntmd, - 
Whn, he comet hn to bat 
He looks up at the ekv; 
And he knows he is 

expected 

To make a score that high. 
The power of his diarm 
Shall never grow old; 
When he looks at a lady 
She surely is bowled. 
When he is batting 
He is never in a fix; 

He hits anyone 
For an efflortless six. 

And when he bowls 

The batsman is never bold; 
For here comes an in-cutter 
And the batsman is bowled 
His latest highest figures 
Are seven for fifty-six; 

For he bowls magnificently 
With his eyes on the 

sticks. 

So Kapil is and 
Shall be our man; 

And we will talk of his 
miracles 

When we become gram. 
—POOJA BHARTI 
(15 years) 
Mhow, (MJP.) 


(5) 

After the dual tour 
against Atissies, 

And before the arrvial of 
the Pakistanis with Asif. 

Kapil was announced the 
Man of the series, he 
deserved it too, 

For with the bat and ball 
real well he did do. 

'Hit ouP was the motto of 
Kapil, 

And rixers every innings he 
hit a couple. 

He's a strapping yrmng guy 
with a ready sniile. 

And all his fours go half a 
mile. 

His sixers are hit with such 
great force. 

And when he is fielding 
you must watch his 
throws. 

He's stuck up, hcfs a snob, 

Thai’s the feeling of the 
mob, 

But one who knows him 
rather well. 

Ought to know and ought to 
teU. 

What a friendly soul he is. 

For other people to realise 
this. 

Each time he bowls a wicket 
falls. 

Especially when he claims 
new balls. 

His speed increases day by 
day. 

And h^ll develop to be 
much faster that way. 

And let's hope this guy will 
get on. 

In Hie world scene on the 
cricket lawn. 

But I will always remain 
the fan. 

Of that young friendly man. 

—VmiTA PARTHASARA- 
THY (11 years) 



Kapil, 21, handsome 
Haryana boy 

Keeps spectators full of fag. 
This youngster made his 
debut at Faisalabad 
His first victim being 
Sadiq Mohammed. 

Since then he never stopped 
for a moment. 

Critics aver this guy is 
really excellent. 

With stong broad shoulders 
his 

Is an ideal pacer's physique 
And he is very very fond 
of pop music, 
.Almost always he obliges 
his skipper. 

As batsmen are troubled by 
his sharp inswinger, 
ft's a treat to watch his 
Smooth stylish rutwp 
A superb career he has 

already built up 
The manner he 8 t 0 ps' out 
and 

Drives are lovely to see 
Now he is the Indian 

team’s key 
He lifts bowlers for 

effortless sixer 
And also chases balls like 
A 100-metre sprinter. 

For him Jan. 31 is specially 
memorable 
With a four off Sikander 
He became the youngest 

double. 

Journalists asked Asif 

what made 
The difference between the 
two, 

Pak skip smdrtly replied, 
"It was great Kukku.” 
Adjudged Man of the • 
series 

Second time in a row, 

AH' this makes him our 
hero. 

MISS SUPARNA PAUL 
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PATRICK EAGAR and JOHN ARLOH 


The names of Patrick Eagar and John Arlott are familiar to ail followers 
of the game of cricket. Eagar can well lay claim to being the foremost cricket 
photographer in the world and Arlott has inherited the mantle of the immortal 
Neville Cardus and surely there cannot be a greater honour in cricket writing than 
that. Now, the two have combined to produce a rare book; “An Eye for Cricket", 
from which we are publishing exclusive extracts and a small selection of pictures. 
The book, priced at £6.95 has been brought out by Hodder and 
Stoughton and is distributed in India by Rupa and Co. 


I HE CAMERA DOES MANY THINGS. IT 
;an interpret, capture, record, 5kinr a 
surface or probe a subject, observe, contem¬ 
plate, analyse, joke, distort, identify, but, 
above all, it gives evidence : it is the honest 
witness. There have been many attempts to 
1 dispute the adage that ‘the camera cannot 
lie’; but, in fact, it is true; the evidence of the camera 
is accurate: only, sometimes, the limits of its field of 
knowledge must be indicated by an interpreter. 

In the course of this section, it captures and 
freezes cricket events often too fast for the eye to 
follow in definitive detail. If the lens can expose 
human fallibility, it often illuminates athletic 
achievement beyond the appreciation of ordinary ob¬ 
servation. Sometimes it provides minor evidence on 
a theme the photographer of the moment did not 
consider. There is, for instance, a carte-de-visite of 
W. G. Grace in which the eye is instantly caught by 
his grubby and crumpled shirt; similarly, today, on 
a level below—or more illuminating than—that of 
historic event, one might notice Marsh’s dirty boots, 
Boycott's immaculate turn-out. 

Memory recalls what the observer’s mind con¬ 
ceives to be .essentials—which time sometimes magni¬ 
fies or distorts. The camera, though, records all; and 
it infallibly dates Patrick Eagar’s photographs of the 
cricketing scene, less in the identities of the p'.ayers 
or their clothing—different in every period—than in 
the social, behavioural and human pattern of their 
play : these are unmistakably pictures of the nineteen- 
sixties and seventies. 

By comparison with earlier times—even within 
the post-war period—rthey are unique in terms of the 


uninhibited behaviour, actions, and reactions of the 
players and spectators. It might be a different game, 
another world altogether from that of c’Vicket players 
on the same grounds twenty years ago. 

Character, approach, bearing are all so altered 
that, in a catch-phrase, 'Sir Pelham would not recog¬ 
nize it.’ Sir Pelham Warner, who saw more cricket 
than anyone else before or since, and was the per¬ 
sonification of Lord’s—Establishment—cricket, died in 
1963, five months before the first one-day county com¬ 
petition began. As usual, the change at first was so 
slow as to pass almost unnoticed; it accelerated dur¬ 
ing the later nineteen-sixties to a degree which 
would, indeed, have horrififed Sir Pelham. 

The fundamental cause of the change was honest 
—even historically inevitable. Simply enough, it was 
the switch m attitude from the ‘the game's the thing’, 
of nineteenth-century public school morality, to a be¬ 
lief that winning was important—even all-important; 
and a recognition that, if the British cricketers did not 
recognise the fact, they could expect to spend the 
lest of their days losing, because other people had 
certainly become aware of it. Of course, the process 
was gradual; there were some fairly hard competi¬ 
tors in ‘the Golden Age’. 

* 

L demarcation line in English cricket can pro¬ 

bably be drawn in the latter half of the nineteen- 
thirties. Yorkshire cricketers had always protested 
that they did not play for fun;and they had already 
recorded many successes in the County Championship 
through their strategy and efficiency. In 1933 they 
acquired a new captain in Brian Sellers; not a great 
player, though a determined batsman and fearless 
close fieldsman. At times almost a caricature of the 




&u'nd«d 

Kit drove hiii tide hottllely; Over>aweing, and 

ell but demolishing, many of their opponents. After 
the Second World War Wilfred Wooller of Glamorgan 
and Desmond Eagar o# Hampshire reasoned the i 
strength of thei,r comparatively weak sides could be | 
increased by a high standard of fielding and, especial- i 
ly, of close catching. Their players, keen to improve ] 
their performances, accepted the strict disciplines ol i 
near-perfect out-cricket; slips keeping the barks of ' 
their hands on the ground until they moved for a ] 
catch, or the ball had gone elsewhere; .short leg keep- i 
ing his eye on the batsman until the last possible mo- j 
ment before he ducked to avoid a hook: outfieldsmcn 
adjusting their position, angle, depth and walk-in rale 
to each different batsman; mid-o3 or mid-on receiv¬ 
ing returns to the bowler’s end. 

Wilfred Wooller took Glamorgan to the Cham¬ 
pionship of 1948 ahead of several otherwise appreci¬ 
ably stronger counties by outstanding close catching. 

Teammates huq Holding far dismissing Greui. Oval, 1976. 


Hampshire won the'title in ueidtit 43bUn 
Mackenzie, but on the basis of Desmond Eagar’s train¬ 
ing and discipline in the field. Stuart Surridge, In 
Surrey's historic run, and Jack Bond, captaining Lan¬ 
cashire to their pre-eminence in the orie-day game, 
pursued essentially the same method. Fielding stand¬ 
ards rose. Even as late as the nineteen-thirties. Ellis 
Robinson, standing next to that archetypal Yorkshire- 
man,‘ ‘Ticker’ MitchoJl in the leg trap, dived a long 
way to make a catch sprawling on the ground- and, as 
lie stood up and was brushing the dust from his flan¬ 
nels, Mitchell turned to him acidly with, ‘stop mekkin 
an exhibition o'thysen' It was unusual then to see 
mud or glass stains on a cricketer’s clothing. 

A decade later, Keith iMiller at slip, Allan Watkins 
and lony Lock at short leg, were throwing themselves 
hitherto unhoard-of distances to make catches. So, 
too. was the wicketkeeper, Godfrey Evans; but he had, 
to ail extent, been anticipated by George Duckworth 
keeping to Ted McDonaln. Soon virtually anything, 
within diving distance was reckoned a chance. 






open^g 

bowlm the nimtkrella' or ‘Car- 

mo^ fl*td; >‘|ui|.t1nt^ wug that two or three quick 
wicMtal W 0 r%^m'-g.few-toun through the gaps. 
When ^Otth^ oritjelut recohunenced after the Sac^nd 
World War many counties used extremely hostile 
helds for the hew bail or on dimcuit pitches. As Brian 
Seliera had discovered earlier, it was possible to apply 
psychological pressure by a menacing close held and 
a genamly hostile bearing, so that the batsman felt 
as though the fleidsmoii were breatning down hit neck. 
Up to the. inter^war period, the great cricketers could 
—end did—gcr on playing into their fifties. Some sides 
carried as many as two, even three, non-runners, non- 
bonders or non-catchers. Soon, though, It became im¬ 
possible—especially after the introduction of over- 
limit play—to ‘hide’ a man In the field. Now a cricket¬ 
er IS as Q.d as his running. The present gcneiation of 
players are trained to a degree of physical fitness 
their predecessors never knew. 


T THU SA}iiE TIME, SIR ALF RAI,5SEY 
was instilling his lesson of work-rate 
into footballers, il^ect counted, and much 
of eflect stemmed from efiort. Belatedly, 
t 00 | the rewardg of the gfpne became more 


this creditable mPtpverMnt ,. however, have given 
cause of disijulev!, •,, 

The first, ,end'h(iMt alarming. Is the admitted em¬ 
ployment Ot ar of violence which could easily 

prove fatal. IQ ilenugCy 1976 Peter Lever, whose pace 
was well ihott u^thht of hsif a dozen subsequent fast 
bowlers—eiheciagjr ftpm Aw*tralla and West Indies- 
struck the NeW SSiilgijder Ewen Chatfleid in the head 
so nearly fatguy^. tptt;;, in ftct, his breathing ceased 
and he was ohly. fiiilyejl bjr raOuth-to-mouih resusci¬ 
tation. Some Charlie Orlfflth had hit the 

Indian batgntfg4,N<^:/:ooWactOf,;in the head only an 
in inch or warnings have 

been .■' ■' 

No one fast bowlers 

regarded. th«.-#iO^')^tohed; bgII as a legitimate threat 
—even a test of a ^ijiinim'a nervOk It is true, too, that 
Larwood snd' Voc#agslnit-Au^ In 1932-3, bowl¬ 
ed in an lnthhMateipyTfdBa$on*-called Bodyline—aim¬ 
ed at the batsixien*C-ribs with n olose set legside field. 
No denials,, from an$:.quifter at all can cast doubt on 
that fact. Nou^thOugn, the tine of attack has moved, 
so that while Qfeig in a recent book described one 
bowler as ainithg accurately 'along the heart line', he 
dubbed another a 'head hunter'. Dennis Lillee in the 
The Art of Post 'Boioting saya: *1 try to build up a 
sort of hate feeling against the batsman... .at the other 
end of the wicket.' It is' juat a matter of whether you 
are prepared to. be honest about It. The bouncer, or 
bumper as some call it, is a legi,timatc delivery sent 
down short ol a length to the batsman with tiic aim 
of going through itomewhere between the chest and 
just above the head. - The idea is to intimidate the 
batsman through a fear of being struck by a similar 
delivery in fttttire, to claim his wicket as he fends the 
ball off his body with his bat or gloves or in the case 
of the compulsive player of the hook stroke, to encour¬ 
age a catch through a mistim^ stroke.' 

That, from Ohtt .of its most brilliant practitioners, 
is the acceptance of .Ibc, bouncer as a legitimate item of 
fast bowling technique.. It hfts led to much bitterness; 
but it has also proved effective at the highest level. 
Most countries havh -employed it, and it has won Test 
series. Remarkably. anoUgh Tyson and Statham did 
not use it in, their j^essiul Australian tour of 1954-5. 
On the evlderigBt Aot 'need It. Now it is an 

accepted fa^'.^''ihAig|ime: frQWn^ o» officially, it 
seems, ratbfef-•ks":h^ps^tot»- delgnslvd taebe in over¬ 
limit matehea‘ihhtt;«^*'teen«Hng jwe®t»n Ujtely even¬ 
tually to: have fact re^ms 

that It is so a number of bats- 


been condemned some who are not called upon to 
face the bouncer delivered by a high spCed bowler. 
Batsmen, though, are permitted leg guards, thigh pads, 
abdomen protectors—defending parts of the anatomy 
the bowler rarely seeks to hit—as well as rib padding; 
why should they be denied the form of protection most 
likely to save their lives ? Similarly dangerous, 
though not violently intended, is fielding in close-to- 
the-bat positions. Roger Davis of Glamorgan was all 
but killed when he was struck by a forcing stroke 
when standing at short leg. So the crash helmet adds 
another and so far, the newest item to the cricket 
806116 

It' is obvious that such unwinking concentration 
and high-speed reactions as characterise the great 
fielding sides—each man ‘living’ with the ball till It 
reaches its destination—also produce extreme tension. 
There is, too, little doubt that an appeal—especially 
the mass appeal—releases tension. "Whether it is a 
spontaneous outburst of pent-up nervous energy or a 
tactical weapon, the mass team appeal is nevertheless 
a completely new phenomenon in the first-class g^e. 
Photographs taken as recently as the nineteen-fifties 
show the appeal as a somewhat conversational matter. 
There have, of course, always been some ^wler^ 
like George iMacaulay and 'Tiger' Bill O Rejlly—whe 
shouted their appeals. Most ‘asked' quietly; w6 
wicketkeeper might add his voice in the case of a 
catch at the wicket. There was no suggestion of the 
now-a-days common histrionic mass appeal which has 
certainly been used by some teams—wi,th one player 
giving the cue to ‘go up'—as a deliberate ploy to un¬ 
settle or confuse a nervous umpire. The man who ap¬ 
pealed for Ibw from square leg or for a legside catch 
from cover point used to be regarded with half humor¬ 
ous disapproval. Now it is thought in some places that 
unless the whole side ‘goes up’, they do not ^lieve 
the batsman Is out. Certainly in recent Test series far 
more appeals have been made than were justifiable. 
The extent of the strain can be measured by the re-- 
tirement of some of the best Australian and West 


The extravagance of present day reactions is mag¬ 
nified by television. Indeed, the media, in general, be¬ 
have more challengingly than formerly. It i,.s possible, 
too, that nervous tensioi\ is reftected and heightened 
by a combative hostility. On the other hand, the Aus¬ 
tralians in recent years certainly gave oflJence by ag¬ 
gressive attitudes—which showed up badly on tele¬ 
vision—and swearing. There have always been some 
cricketers who allowed a dislike of opponents—whe¬ 
ther genuine or simulated—to become apparent. Only 
lately, though, has the majority of a team acted offen¬ 
sively in concert. 

The third new manifestation is the emotional res¬ 
ponse to the fall of a wicket, when half a team will 
fall upon a successful fieldsman or bowled and em¬ 
brace him—in sharp contrast to the polite hand-clap 
of a few years ago. This is unnecessarily embarrass¬ 
ing. As one oi'ierwise hardened player put it, “I try 
never to moke a catch o3 it before lunch. I can't 
bear his morning breath.” 

Now, however, it would seem strange if every 
development of any importance were not marked by 
some exhi,bitionist interrupting play and molesting 
players. 

All these electric responses by the players, and 
the exuberant crowd reactions, of course, make for 
more dramatic photographs. In the same way, the 
raised standard of fielding and the extreme tensions 
and precarious risks of the over-limit game make play 
the more spectacular. If only for these reasons, these 
photographs are so vivid as to make much earlier 
work in the same field seem almost static by com¬ 
parison. 

All in all, in these pictures, the camera is a Wit¬ 
ness to considerable social, economic and technical 
changes in u game which has always truly reflected 
its setting. johmarlott 



I I take my pictures 




■ftl.CKET PHOTO- 
fraphy to a cpns- 
Juggling act. On 
the one hand, the 
photographer should 
he ready to picture 
5 --~—-eadi wicket as it falls, 
which might be a catch as wiae 
a» third slip or gully. On the 
other hand, he might want close- 
ups of batsman or bowler, so 
tight that you can see every 
stitch in their sweaters, life 
being what it is, one has only to 
decide to concentrate on the 
bowler to the exclusion of all 
else, to induce a blood-curdling 
*howsatr from the other end and 
find that the most dramatic wic¬ 
ket of the day has passed un¬ 
photographed. A solution is t»> 
use two cameras, one as a per¬ 
manent long stop. Just in case. 

A cricket photographer dare 
not miss even one ball. If he 
does it will inevitably be the 
one that produces the vital 
wicket or the most spectacular 
stroke of the day, a point some¬ 
times lost on one’s more sociable 
friends. I haperplexed many 
by leaving an excellent lunch 
tong before the end, just because 
i.t is five past two. (In Enpland, 
play starts after lunch at ten 
past two—Editor), “Prequently I 
have cast a wistful eye at the 
pavilion or the press box, Or 
what the Australians call 'the 
outer’, to see those who can 
queue at leisure for ssmething 
as simple as a cold drink on a 
hot day, or (more often in Eng¬ 
land), a hot drink on a cold day. 

Many of the best cricket 
photographs are taken at ground 
level. This can be a risk as 
players can get in the way. Even 
at times, we inadvei*tcnlly en¬ 
courage it. I have heard cap¬ 
tains strategically placing their 
fields say, ’’iBack a bit and finer 
—just over there, by the came¬ 
ras." The result is that for the 
rest of that bowler’s spell you 
will be peering through or 
around a fielded. Moving came¬ 
ras and tripods is not always 
possible on a crowded ground, 
and it .is seldom convenient. 

There are times, no matter 
how hard a photographer tries 
to concentrate, when things go 
wrong. In Madras in 1977, John 
Lever was involved in an un¬ 
fortunate controversy which be¬ 
came known as the ‘Vaseline 
Affair’. 1 rhmemher the day 
well as one (W the more tedious 
days' l%st cridiet 1 have photor. 
It was very hot, end 


the interruptions to play seem*^ 
ed endless. The bail went out 
of shape more often than usual, 
the players had breaks . for 
drinlUL and India were struggl¬ 
ing desperately to save the nwteh. 
So when after lunch yet an'> 
bther interruption to play oc* 
curred 1, along with the other 
photographers around the boun¬ 
dary, took this as an opportunity 
to take a rest. One of us went to 
fod some cold drinks, I took 
come mischijevous photograph^ 
of an Indian colleague taking a 
quick nap, and we all made the 
most of what appeared to be a. 
welcome break in the intense 
concentration required to photo¬ 
graph a five-day Test match. It' 
was only later that we discover¬ 
ed to our horror that not one of 
us had taken a single photograph 
of the story of the day. 



- FIND THERE IS A 

strange ignorance 
among the general 
public and others, who 
should know better, 
about the work of a 
J cricket photographer. 
Whether out of politeness or 
mere curiosity I am often asked 
if I photograph every ball. A 
moment’s thought would show 
that In a typical Test match ihe 
total would exceed 2,000 photo¬ 
graphs, most of which would be 
worthless. How then does one 
luiow when to take a photo¬ 
graph? 

The photographer should fol¬ 
low the match with the same de* 
gree of concentration as, say, 
first slip. The demands on the 
spectator enjoying a day off from 
work are considerably less. 
Hbwever, I find that the deve¬ 
loping action often gives itself 
away. Although a piece of ac¬ 
tion may appear to happen in a 
moment, intense concentration 
appears to slow it up. I have 
bMn surprised many times while 
wgtehing the day’s highlights In 
^ evening on television—here 


in.Jhe . role of spectator—just 
hoW qutokly some dismissal has 
happened. In my memory i felt 
that it had occurred at a much 
Mower l»ce. 

M th« towler delivers the 
badi, the photographer's eye is 
on the batsman, usually his face, 
me a sudden change in his ex¬ 
pression can indicate much of 
what is to follow. A mental 
note is made of the length and 
direction of the hall—as long as 
one is in a position to judge this. 
A bouncer would immediately 
indicate a hook, or some evasive 
action on the part of the bahs- 
man: a ball of full length, the 
drive. If a batsman plays at the 
ball and misses, there is instant 
alert—rather like the first pres¬ 
sure on a rifle. After this alert, 
all attention is on the stumps. 
If the sun is shining the first 
clue is often a glint from flying 
bails—the shutter is released al¬ 
most without conscious thought. 

For S' catch behind the wicket 
or in the slips, there is often a 
tendency to take the photograph 
too soon—rather in the way an 
inexperienced fielder may snatch 
at a catch, i. remember many 
coaches saying, ‘Let the ball 
come to you.' It Is the same for 
the photogrispher—let the action 
happen. 

Unfortiuiately 1 was never 
much good at playing cricket 
myself, and the coaches’ advice 
went largely unheeded. This 
was probably a disappointment 
to my father, but he never show¬ 
ed it. I was brought up in a 
cricket household and could not 
help developing an affectlpn (or 
the game. So it was natural 
that my early experiments in 
photography should include try¬ 
ing my hand at cricket. The im¬ 
mediate problem of access to a 
long lens on a schoolbly’s budget 
was solved by borrowing my 
father's binoculars. My first 
published photograph, paternally 
accepted by the raitor of the 
Hampshire Handbook, was taken 
by jamming my camera against 
one half of his precious bino¬ 
culars. ' 

I am sometimes asked if I get 
bored with cricket. The prob¬ 
lems and the challenge are there 
every match, and there is al¬ 
ways the hope of taking an even 
better photograph than the one 
of the day before. Besides, there 
seems no better way of spending 
a pleasant summer’s day 'than 
out on some sunny boundary. 

PATRICK EAGAR 






Oh being 
out 


-IHE FALL OF A 

batsman’s wicket is 
consistently the most 
dramatic event in 
cricket. With all 
its analogies of final¬ 
ity and surprise, it 
__ihas always seized the 
imagination of players and spec¬ 
tators; and, therefore, of editors. 
Thus for years photographers 
were sent to matches to capture 
the dismissal of batsmen. Neither 
is that demand confined solely to 
the Press. Anyone watching the 
.‘highlights' of cricket matches 
on television could be forgiven 
for believing that the game con¬ 
sists almost entirely of falling 
wickets and departing batsmen 

In most of the first-class games, 
and cert^nly in Test cricket, 
the whole atmosphere associat¬ 
ed with the fall of a wicket has 
changed vastly since the late 
nineteen-fifties. There exists a 
photograph of Jack Hobbs— 
bowled out for 80 in a Test Trial 
—turning away from the wicket, 
a broad smile on his face ai.d 
his bat raised in salute to the 
bowler. Hobbs scored more 
runs and more centuries than 
anyone else in the history of 
first class game, so he, presum¬ 
ably, could afford to give up his 
wicket and the chance of yet 
Another dentury. His scoring 
achievements, however, suggest 
that he did not lightly surrender 
his innings. The ^impressive 
quality of the picture is the 
quietly relaxed air of both bats¬ 
man and wicket-keeper (no one 
else is shown)—In striking con¬ 
trast to the histrionics of som»— 
especially the fieldsmen—of a 
later generation. Out there at 
the time, someone no doubt said; 
•Well bowled’ and, to the bats¬ 
man, ‘Well played’. It Is unlike, 
ly, though, that Lord’s allowed 
Itself much more than a ripple 
of handicaps at the moment of 
dismissali—though there would 
be louder applause as Hobbs ap¬ 
proached the pavilion. No bats¬ 
man ever wants to be out; but 
there are some alight compensa¬ 
tions. Even those accustomed 
to the experience will say that 
the .a^lause of the Lord’s pavi¬ 
lion had always a particularly 
warming effect. 

. So it must have seemed to 
Greg Chappell when he came in 
at Lord’s after scoring t31—hiii 
first Test century in England—in 
the second match of ‘ the 1972 
series. Going to bat when Aus¬ 
tralia were seven for two 
wickets, he had played the deci- 






















































8ive, and by .far the highest 
score of the match—over twice, 
as many as any othet individual 
innings—and set Australia on 
the course to winning a fast 
wnlch they had entered one 
down with four to play in rub¬ 
ber. In the event it was known 
as 'Mas§ie’s match' because the 
twenty-nve-year-old seam bowl¬ 
er, Bob Massle, playing in his^ 
first Test, took sixteen wickets' 
for 137 runs In a phenomena! 
display of swing bowling in 
helpful conditions. Chappell's 
innings, however, was one of 
stylish certainty. Tall and slim, 
he moved with the unhurried 
ease of the great batsman; he is, 
indeed, considered the finest on- 
side player of his time. Few 



cricketers ever receive the accb<« 
lade of a standing ovation At 
Lord's, when, as the batsman ai»- 
proaches the pavilion, by a 
strange unanimity of recognition, 
and with no suggesti.on of pre¬ 
arrangement. the whole com¬ 
pany of the members rise to 
their feet with rustling noise like 
tne passing of a great flock of 
birds, and the clapping gradually 
mounts to a crescendo. It is said 
thot the hardest-headed Austra¬ 
lian has a quasi-religious res¬ 
pect for Lord's, and feels an ex¬ 
tra urge to succeed there. Such 
a salute is deepiv moving, even 
to the ordinary observer; for the 
recipient, it must be a highly 
emotional experience. 

JOHNARLOTT 



T he old type 

of camera was 
still in use in 
1960-1 when Aus- 
tralia playe^l 
West Indies at 

_Brisbane. T h .e 

excitement of the closing 
over."? meant that those 
photographers who were 
still on the ground had used 
up nearly all their alloca¬ 
tion. As the match drew to 
a climax, shortage of plates 
became a major problem. It 
appears that in the final 
over, when all four results 
were still possible, only Bon 
Lovitt of the Age and Harr.v 
Martin of the Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald were still photo¬ 
graphing. They realised that 
any action would happen 
very quickly, probably more 
quickly than they could 
uange over plates (modem 
motor-driven cameras do not 
luffer from such disadvant¬ 
ages; ‘several photographs a 
•eoond are possible). They 
came to an amemsnt: 

Martin would photograph 
the stroke no matter y^at 
.happened. He would, tbere- 
jfore, be looking for the win¬ 
ing run, or would photo¬ 
graph Kline, the last bat» 
man, being clean bowled 
or Ibw. Lovitt, positioned 
Alongside, and to Martin’s 

right, would take the action, , ., 

Irollowlng the stroke — aiMft side — Martia t^k his 
Icatch, A run out or a victory photograph as planned 
aahite. i Solomon swooped in andi 

threw the wicket dowa.| 
HaU bowled to Mine, wholLowtt waited that fraction 
puahed the ball away on the of a second, the mark ot a 



good photographer, The 
action developed, as Kanhai 
leapt In the air. That was 
the moment. A remarkably 
restrained Lovitt took one of 
the most famous crideet 


photographs of -all time. 
Martin, meanwhile, had re¬ 
loaded his camera and, as 
some consolation prize, took 
the players leaving the field. 

PATRICK EAGAR 
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Catch it! 


-1 NY ONE WHO 

quents cricketing 

pircles knows only too 
well the eternal plaint 
that something — bat¬ 
ting, bowling, umpiring, 

-apnrtamnniihip or What-, 

ever — ‘is not what it used to be’. 
No one, though, will deny that 
fielding — including placing and,, 
especially, close catching—is not, 
only incomparably better than it 
was even twenty years ago but 
possibly, as it seemed in Australia 
in 1978-9, growing even finer. 

The key to this improvement 
undoubtedly lies in concentration; 
the captains who lifted the stand¬ 
ard insisted on unrelenting atten¬ 
tion; close fieldsmen do not talk in 
the moments up to and including 
action (except sometimes as « 
psychological ploy, to unsettle a 
batsman). In this tense ^silence 
spectators can often hear, in the 

D’Oliveira c Greg Chappell b Moilett. 


split second as a ball leavea the bat 
edge or — for the avo’dance of 
doubt in a case of bat-pad — two 
or three of the close field shoilt 
•catch it!’ . . . 

Australia twice came from behind 
to square the rubber of 1972. Their 
win in the fifth Test at The Oval 
drew the series; but England, the 
iiolders, retained The Ashes. That 
match still provides the only ins- 
tancd of brothers—Ian and Greg 
Chappell—scoring centuries in the 
same Test innings. Greg, a capable 
fieldsman an.vwhere, had the satis¬ 
faction, too, of taking a difficult 
catch when he threw himself for¬ 
ward in Mallett's leg trap to puw 
out C’Oliveiira. For D’Oliveira it 
was a sad moment; this proved his 
last Test innings. 

-—HE CENTENARY 

Test was, simply a 
success; weather, event, 
bowling, batting, fielding, 
company, all went well. 
There was a whole crop 
_lof good catches. As Eng¬ 
land pressed on the epllapsing 
Australian first innings. Old cons¬ 
tantly bowled ‘though the gate’ at 

>£jJ97^ 


the left-handed Gilmour; finally 
he made one leave him and Greig, 
taking off to his right from second 
slip, held the catch and was in 
mid-air when he passed Brearley 
at first slip. For a man of his height 
and length of arm, Greig has al¬ 
ways been surprisingly coherent 
physically and a most capable 
catcher. 

That made Australia 117 foi 
eight; but Greg Chappell was still 
in and batting calmly; and O’Keeffe, 
who joined him, is a capable, ortho¬ 
dox batsman with a, sound defence, 
'ro keep the game tight, Greig 
brought up Underwood, who made 
one go wUh his arm; O’Keeffe, 
playing for the turn, got a tep 
edge; the ball spun up over his 
and Knott’s heads and Brearley, 
going a long way to his left from 
first slip,' made the catch behind 
the wicketkeeper. Brearley's na¬ 
turally quick reactions, his deter¬ 
mination, concentration and 'clean' 
hands comb'ne to make him a 
highly capable slip — which has 
in turn enabled him to demand, 
and deploy, a high standard of 
fielding In his England team. 

JOHN ARLOTT’ 














'For your record book 


! West Indies 
vs. New 
Zealand 
series 
highlights 

R fdUABD HADLEK HIT IIIS 
maiden Test century in bis 
28tb Test at Christchurch and 
became the first ever all-rounder 
from New Zealand (and 20th in 
tbe world) to complete tlie all- 
rounder's ‘doubte’ of 100 wickets 
and 1,000 runs in Tests. Only Ian 
, Botham of England, Vinoo Man- 
kad and Kapil Dev of India and 
Mdnty Noble of Australia had 
adueved the feat faster than 
Had^. 

DESMOND HAYNES. THE 
Weat ladies opener, was the top 
scorer iu the Dunedin Test and 
was on the fieid throughout the 
Teat. Only M. L. iaisimha of 
India and Geoff Boycott of Eng- 
tend had done the same in the 
past. Haynes was also the last 
man to be out in both the West 
Indies innings — a rare instantx:. 

HADLEE, WITH MATCH 
figures of 11 for 102 at Dunedin, 
equalled his own best bowling of 
11 for S8 against India at Welling- 
.ton in 1975-76. Both these figures 
are tbe best for a Kiwi bowler. It 
was also the third time that Hadlee 
bad oaptured lU or more wickets 
in a match. J. Cowic had also 
performed the same feat and Gary 
Troup did it for the fifth time for 
New Zealand when he dismisses 
10 West ludians for 167 rung at 
Auckland. 

GORDON GREENIDGE, THE 
other West Indies opener, was out 
for SI and 97 In the Christchurch 
Test Earlier, he was also dis¬ 
missed in the nineties in both the 
innings (91 and 96) in the third 
Test against Pakistan at George¬ 
town in 1976-77. Only Clem Hill 
• of Austrah'a was likewise dismissed 
In the third Test against South 
Africa at Adelaide in 1901-0^ 
' . when he scored 98 and 97. 

^ GEOFF HOWABTH WON HIS 
# very irst Test as ski^r, Graham 
wuowling and Mark Burgess are 
the onBt other Kiwis to do tbe 
sauub , Uowarth, the sixtieeath 


captain of New Zealand, won the 
serins by virtue of a one-wicket 
victory, to bneomo i>ist the semnu 
captain after Dowling (who had 
won a series over Pakistan in 
Pakistan in 19^-70) to win the 
series l-O. 

THE DUNEDIN TEST WAS 
only the sixth occasion in Test 
history when thl last bqtting pair 
ha.s brought the victory to a side, 

JOEL GARNER'S 6 FOR 56 AT 
Auckland was His h«!si howhng 

performance improving his previ¬ 
ous best of 4 for 55 against Aus¬ 
tralia at Brisbane in December 
last. He was also the only West 
Indies bowler to capture five ol 
more wickets in the aeries. 

LANCai CAIRN’S 6 FOR 85 AT 
Christchurch was also bis best 
bowling in his 17-Test career bet¬ 
tering his previous best of 5 for 
fiS against India at Madras In 
1976-n. 

GORDON GREENIDGE COM- 
pleted 2,U0U runs in his 24th Test 
at Christchurch. His present 
aggregate is 2,088 in 25 Tests. 
Lawrence Rowe also reached the 
came milestone, in his 30th Test, 
at the end of which he aggregated 
2,047 runs. 

RICHARD .HADLEE TOOK 19 
wickets in the series to take bis 
total 126 wickets In 29 Tests and 
in the process overhauled the till- 
now Kiwi wickel-tak-er, Rldiard 
Cullingc’s tally of 116 wickets in 
37 Tests. Hadlee now heads four 
New Zealand bowters who have 
taken 100 or more wickets in 
Tests. 

HADLEE, BY TAKING HVE 
or more wickets twice w the 


Kaltirharrm—a ‘pair’ at Dunedin 




Gordon Greenidqe — out M Ae 
nineties in both the innings of' ute 
Christchurch Test 


Dunedin Tests, performed tbe feat 
for the eighth occasion — a record 
for New 21caiancL Hadlee's cen¬ 
tury at Christchurch was the 
1400th hundred in 87S Tests. 

ALVIN KALLICHARRAN OB- 
tabled a 'pair' at Dunedin. He 
had done tbe same against Eng¬ 
land at Port-of-Spain six years 

•go. 

DESMOND HAYNES PROVHl- 
ed a rare instance of scoring a 0 
and a century (122) in the same 
Test at Christchurdi. 

* ■f 

THE ONE-WICKET VICTORY 
by New Zealand at Dunedin vras 
the first win registered at the 
venue In seven Tests played there. 

FIVE WEST INDIES BATS- 
men were dismissed far naught i^^ 
the second Test at. Chi^stchiritM 
Earlier, against .‘Pakistan at 
chi and Dacca W 1958*59; five mro- 
es svere scored by the Caiihbeans 

in Hie mam innififs- 

' I • ; ' 
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Sportsworld Special 


Farce at 
Faisalabad 

GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

A MATCH WHICH HAD TURNED 
into a farce as early as on the 
second playing afternoon, ended on a 
brilliant note with some record-break¬ 
ing feats by players on both sides. 
There were four nenturies scored on 
the four days when play was possible, 
two of them being double hundreds. 
/Vnd both of them set new marks in 
Pakistan-Australia l%st cricket. 

The Faisalabad Test suffered an 
early death when a request made ,by 
the Australian manager, Fred Ben¬ 
nett, to consider the rest day as a 
playing day, was turned down by the 
Pakistan cricket authorities. It had 
rained heavily in Faisalabad (former¬ 
ly known as Lyallpur) for two days 
before the Test was scheduled to be¬ 
gin, and although the wicket had 
been covered, a good amount of the 


raging waters had seeped under the 
tarpaulin. On the eve of the Test, the 
pitch had turned into a muddy slush. 
There were chances that the first two 
days of the match would have to be 
abandoned. 

A ray of hope came, however, with 
the first rays of the sun. The groun¬ 
dsmen worked a full day to dry the 
pitch and the outfield. Dry grass was 
used as an absorbent and the heavy 
roller was empioj’ed continously till 
the strip, already shorn of its green 
surface, turned into a brownish, shi¬ 
ny, pool-table-like top. One copld 
sometimes see his own reflection on 
the bare pitch. The wicket had alrea¬ 
dy become a bowler's deathbed. 

The Australians were naturally dis¬ 
appointed that their request to make 
the match into a full five^ay one 
was rejected. Play started after a 65- 
minute delay on the second morning 
and if the rest day had been consi¬ 
dered a playing day, one could easi¬ 
ly have had a full Test. It was also 
disappointing for the thousands of 
tans who thronged the Iqbal Stadium 
in the dty in great numbers, and 
they would have loved an extra day 
of cricket. IP there had been live days 
at the two teams’ disposal, the app¬ 


roach to cndcet would have been 
entirely different The Austroliaos— 
though there may be some very bitt¬ 
er criticism of their tactics--very 
rightly decided to bat as long aa 
possible, as there didn’t seem any 
chance of the match reaching any 
sort of a finish. And batting un^r 
protest, the visitors played on for 
almost three of the four playing days. 


Records toppled like nine-pins and 
many new marks were established. 
Australia batted for 780 minutes 
scoring 617 runs before being all out 
and Pakistan made a spirited reply, 
hitting 382 runs for the loss of only 
two wickets In 435 minutes of batt¬ 
ing. A total of 999 runs were pro¬ 
duced in the match, which saw uot 
even the first innings of the two 
sides being completed. 


G reg chappell won the toss 

for the second time in the seri¬ 
es- and naturally decided to take 
first strike. Both teams showed one 
change from Karachi, where Pakis¬ 
tan had gone one-up with a seven- 
wicket victory under new skipper 
Javed Miandad. Imran Khan, who 
had a ruptured thigh muscle, failed 
to pass the fitness test and was re¬ 
placed by Indian tour hero Ehtesh- 
amuddin. In the Australian side, 
Julien Wiener elbowed out David 
Hookes, who had fallen for a “pair” 
at Karachi. 


Greg Chappell patu Haroan Rashid on the back as the latter walks back to the pavilion after being out cheaply 






Spectators invade the field fo canaratulate Taslim Arif after he gets hix 
maiden Test hundred 


Though there was hardly any pace 
or bounce in the widcet on the hrst 
morning, the odd ball swung and 
turned. Pakistan were thus lui^ to 
see both visiting openers back in the 
pavilion with only 21 runs on the 
board. Bruce Lai^ snicked Sarfraz 
mto wicket-keeper Taslim Arif’s 
hands before he had opened his acc¬ 
ount. Wiener played an innocuous- 
looking delivery from Ehtesham on 
to bis stumps. But then began the 
Pakistanis’ long toil in the field. 

Vice-captain Kim Hughes and skip¬ 
per Greg Chappell played some 
beautiful cricket on a pitch which 
held nothing for the bowlers. Iqbal 
Qasim, the Karachi-win hero, looked 
a mediocre bowler on this unrespon¬ 
sive pitch and the two Australian 
batsmen treated him harshly. Iqbal 
looked a disillusioned player and at 
times completely lost even his sense 
of direction. Tauseef Ahmed, the 
oung off-spinner, was not used much 
ut Majid Khan sent down some 
accurate spells with his off-breaks. 
Sarfraz Nawaz was, however, the 
pick of the bowlers. The first day 
ended with Australia 198 for two, 
Chappell batting with 97 and Hughes 
with 88. 

The next day was another one of 
extreme frustration for the home 
bowlers. The spectator*, howevei, 
thoroughly enjoyed some vintage 
batting by Greg Chappell. Each 
stroke made by the great Australian 
was greeted with enthusiasm and fer¬ 
vour and when Chappell reached his 
double hundred, quite a few young 


lads raced to the middle with rose 
garlands to congratulate him. Chapp¬ 
ell obliged some by letting his fan.s 
put the flowers around him. Hughes 
had been out early in the morning, 
failing to add to his overnight 88. 
but Graham Yallop tormented the 
Pakistani bowlers who toiled on the 
heart-breaking wicket without any re¬ 
ward. Bv the day’s end, he had reach¬ 


ed his fifth Test century and Austra¬ 
lia were 478 for live with no chance 
of a declaration in sight. 

Chappell’s share in that score was 
a monumental and masterly 23.‘>. He 
batted for a total of 349 minutes and 
his innings became the highest indi¬ 
vidual knock played in Pakistan-Aus- 
tralia Tests. He now shares w-th Za- 






Weiner looks back to see that he is bowled by Eheteshamuddin 


hcer Abbas (235 not out vs India at 
Lahore in 1978-79) the distinction of 
having notched up the highest Test 
score on Pakistan soil. 


A fter a day of rest, the 

Australians came back to the 
ground to bat for another three 
hours and take their score to 617. 
certainly their highest against Pakis¬ 
tan in Tests. Yallop went on to hit 
his career-best 172, while Rodney 
Marsh regained his lost confidence in 
batting by smashing a well-played 71. 
Tauseef was Pakistan’s best bowler, 
using his varying flight and his fast¬ 
er ones with telling effect on a 
wicket where Erapalli Prasanna, over 
a ye^r ago. had had a miserable 
experience with his off-breaks. 


ra 


With almost three playing days 
gone, Taslira Arif and Haroon Rashid 
came out to open the Pakistan inn¬ 
ings, and from the word go Taslim 
began a batting display which every¬ 
one present would talk about for 
years to come. Ho drove powerfully, 
played his favourite wristy cuts 
where he seems to be digging the bat 
into the wicket and then with a flick 
sends the ball reaching to the boun¬ 
dary, and swept and hooked whenev¬ 
er he saw the opportunity arising. 
Xbe great Dennis Lillee was made to 
look like an ordinary mortal and 
Taslim relished thrashing him to all 


corners of the ground. Haroon, look¬ 
ing sadly out of from, stayed with 
Taslim to give Pakistan an opening 
stand of 87 and with Zaheer, the 
young Pakistani wicket-keeper saw 
the innings to the day’s end. The 
score at the close was 108 for one 
with Taslim batting at 65. 

The last day belonged entirely to 
Taslim. Though Javed Mianuad chipp¬ 
ed in with a punishing unbeaten 106, 
It was Taslim who stole the limelight. 
He first reached his maiden Test hun¬ 
dred and then raced on to the 200- 
run mark. Those who saw him scor¬ 
ing 90 and 46 in his first Test at Cal¬ 
cutta did not see half of what this 
slim and athletic young man is cap¬ 
able of doing. He batted bravely with¬ 
out a blemish and treated all Austra¬ 
lian bowlers with contempt. Chappell 
tried to make Taslim’s innings look 
mediocre by asking all his 11 players 
to have a bowl, and Taslim, unper¬ 
turbed, went on with his ideas of 
fggression. It was quite a sight 
watching Rodney Marsh turning bis 
arm over, and he bowled no less than 
to overs. It was only for the second 
time in Test history that all 11 play¬ 
ers had a bowl. England had used 
the sime tactics against Australia at 
The Oval way back in 1884. 

Taslim ended the day with a mag¬ 
nificent unconquered 210. He bad 
batted 435 minutes and earned tne 


distinction of being on the field foi 
the entire duration of the Test match. 
The previous record was also held 
by a Pakistani—Nazar Mohammad 
managing to do so against India at 
Lucknow in 1952-53. Taslim also hit 
the highest individual innings by a 
regular Test wicket-keeper, erasing 
the 209 mark set by another Pakis¬ 
tani, Imtiaz Ahmed, against New 
Zealand at Lahore in 1955-56. Thus 
Taslim fully deserved the Rs SOOU 
award giyen by Wills cigarettes for 
the “Man of the match”. 

Faisalabad, because of its unres¬ 
ponsive turf a,ud not good enough 
hotel accomodation, might have stag¬ 
ed its last Test match. The crowds 
will thus be the losers. There was no 
dearth of enthusiasm in the city and 
they remained glued to their seats 
till the very end, eveo though the 
match was just dragging on to a 
dreary finish. 

Besides the new records set, there 
were some “firsts” in other fields too. 
For the first time in the history of 
Test cricket in this country, a girl 
enthusiast intruded on the field. She 
came in and tyent out, amidst thun¬ 
derous applause and everyone pre¬ 
sent was amused. Then a swarm of 
bees made a low flight over the 
ground and the players, as at Bang¬ 
alore recently, dove to the earth to 
avoid the busdng, winged inigcts. 



TASUM ARIF 










Interviews 


JULIE 
DUNNE: 
BH A let us 
down 

The friendship between 
the Bombay Women's 
Hockey Association and 
the Bombay Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation has been short and 
not so sweet. The trouble 
started during the sixth 
Test between India and the 
USSR. The BWHA ackno¬ 
wledges that BHA helped 
them in organising the 
match, but not before a 
price was extracted for all 
such co-operation. BWHA 
alleges that the BHA func¬ 
tioned with severe irregu¬ 
larities and without any 
concern for courtesy. 
ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 
met Julie Dunne. President 
of the BWHA. to hear the 
charges and subsequently 
Mr K. L. Psssi. the BHA 
secretary, to elicit the 
answers. 

SPORTSWORLD : You uy there 
was little to no co-operatton from the 
Bombay IIock<-y Asaoclatioii T 
lULQB DUNNE : We are grateful 
to the Bombay Hockey Association 
for giving us the ground, and also 
for letting us use their premises for 
our meetings etc. But we honestly 
got the impression that the Bombay 
Hockey Association officials were not 
happy with our organised efforts and 
success. And it was a success—every¬ 
body who saw the match said so. 

SW Are there apedfle com- 
plaints T 

ID : Yes, and not one but many. 
The BHA induced the Press to high¬ 
light its own contribution and not 
acknowledge our hard work and or¬ 
ganised effort I quote from two lead 
ing dailies of Bombay. The first, 
"This was probably the poorest atten¬ 
dance for an international in Bom¬ 


bay. Empty stands, a reflection of 
the Bombay Women’s Hodcey Asso¬ 
ciations efforts, to make this event a 
success." And the second, "But for 
the tremendous help given by the 
Bombay Hockey Association Thurs< 
day’s match would not have been as 
successful as it was." Further, there 
was a Press Enquiry with regard to 
Mr Naqvi umpiring all the three- 
Tests in Maharashtra. I’d like to in¬ 
form your readers that the Bombay 
Women’s Hockey Association’s Choi¬ 
ce was Mr Omar CouUnho and Mr R. 
S. Gentle. But the latter was select¬ 
ed to comment on the Test on AH 
India Radio. 


SW : The earlier part aeeaH a Btt- 
le ooatndktosy. 

ID : There’s plenty more contra¬ 
diction to come. The BHA had insis¬ 
ted that they organise the printing 
and selling of tickets. In go^ faith 
we_ let them. The Times of India 
estinir.ted a crowd of 6000, The Free 
Press one of 5000 and The Irtdian 
t.xmeas 4000. This estimation was 
made by experienced journalists who 
have been watching hockey for many 
years. Even If we take the average It 
comes to 5000 spectators and yet 
only 1321 tickets were sold for a total 
sum of Rs 3662 handed over to us. 
Presuming that there were not 3700 
complimentaries we would like to 
know what happened to the rest ol 
the collection. 


aW : BHA officials must have a 


lot of friends in towm 
ID : You think so ? They’ve 
plenty in the last few day.s. 


lost 


SW : Anything else 7 
ID: The whole environment creat¬ 
ed by some officials was one of har¬ 
assment. And the way the unnecess¬ 
ary fuss was made in a downright un- 


rautti mannw connmiiur allocation 
of seats in tlm VIP endosure does 

sibis position in Bombay Ho<^. 
W**'* 1^** BWHA Secretary interven- 

€G) : 

MRS P 800NAWALA: The treasure 
er and I were Instracted by the 
President to have a look at the final 
seating arrangements in the VIP en¬ 
closure. Just then Mr Passi, the Sec- 
retary of the BHA came chari^ng in 
and shouted. “You have kept no 
Mats for the BHA members—^I will 
deal with you later." We tried to ex- 
** 1 ,‘HI ***“* .there were seats 

allotted to him and that be wanted 
any more we were prepared to make 
necessary dianges. He refused to lis¬ 
ten to reason and walked away. Af¬ 
ter a few minutes I approadied him 
again, and offered to make the nece- 
ssa^ changes, if only he would tell 
us how. In any case the last row of 
14 seats and the first row of sofas 
having 10 seats were vacant. But 
once again he brushed me aside rath¬ 
er curtly and walked away. Mabel 
Pereira and I reported this to Miss 
Dunne as soon as she came into the 
.stadium.. She was surprised how Mr 
Passi could complain when there 
were so many seats kept for the BHA 
members in the VIP stands. 


SW : Obviously it was not a finan¬ 
cial success. 

ID : If we had been a little more 
experienced we would have kept 
stricter surveillance. For instance the 
Central Bank of India gave us Rs. 
10.000 and then the State Bank of 
India and Glaxo put up some banner.s 
which brought some income. But 
even in these matters of advertising 
there were surprises. Banners which 
were not authorised by us suddenly 
appeared just before the game. Now 
either these advertisements were 




paid for, in which case where is the 
money, or somebody is doing the cli¬ 
ents a free favour. Perhaps in view 
of the next Gold Cup. Also when 1 
spoke to Parle’s they promised to 

give us a donation of 2,000 bottles. 
With great difficult, we managed to 
a^uire only 200 of these. It transpir¬ 
ed that the BHA officials had instruc¬ 
ted the Parle's man to give us not 
more than three crates. For the two 
teams and the VIPs! What happend 
to the other crates ? 


SW : There did not aeem to be 
mn^ help forthoomhig from the B' 
bay Hodtey 


JD ; We presume that the present 
hockey players were also induced to 
be highly unco-operative with the 
committee. They had been specially 
requested by the committee to help, 
but they made no effort to assist us 
at the gates or sell souvenir progra¬ 
mmes on the day of the Test, which 
IS our only means of raising funds 
for the local association. 


SW : Some of these are pretty aerl- 
ous aDrgatlonft. Do smu fntend nuk¬ 
ing further enquiries or taking fur¬ 
ther action T 


XD: We are comtemplating, let’s 
see what happens. Actually my inten¬ 
tion and my duty here is to make 
these things known- to the sporting 
public, our donors,' advertisers and 
our well-wishers. Certainly we must 
have been found wanting in certain 
aspects of organising this Test, but 
that is lack of experience. And not 
lack of effort. The Russian and the 
Indian Team and their respective offi¬ 
cials were satisfied. Even our Chief 
Guest Field Marshal Manekshaw was 
kind enough to congratulate \|S. And 
much as we are happy about this I 
must add that the experience of 
working with the BHA officials has 
left a pretty bitter taste. Af¬ 
ter all we are working girls and do 
this to promote the game, but obvi¬ 
ously in the future we may have to 
‘do this without expecting any co-ope¬ 
ration from the BHA. 


K.LPASSI 
They're a 
bunch of 
amateurs 

SPORTSWOKLD : Mr Pas^ the 
B. W. fl. A Secretaiy has 
made aooe ataniiBg and pretty 
aeiionB coa^plaluta af alnst the Bomr 
bay Hockey Asaodatlon on their non- 
cooperation 4iuing tho USSR Teat 
—Td like to... 


R I* PASS!; One second, before you 
start telling me about these women, 
let me tell you a few things about 
what happened at the Hockey Test 
betweeq India and Russia. To begin 
with, these women are total amateurs 
in the matter of organising an event 
like this. For almost every bit of the 
major organisation I was the man 
wmo helped them. (He pulls out a sheet 
of paper and starts reading) I got 
them their furniture—1500 chairs. 72 
cushioned chairs, 2 sofas, the carpet— 
our BHA contractor is not supposed 
to give these for any events other 
than the BHA-organised ones, but he 
gave them Rs 4000 worth of rented 
furniture free. Then I got them TV 
coverage and Films Division cover¬ 
age. Our hoardings contractors, the 
Chopra Associates, managed Rs 20,000 
worth of hoardings from the (Antral 
Bank of India, of which Rs 10,000 went 
to the ladies, and as much as Rs 9,000 
was the mere cost the Chopras incur¬ 
red while making all the boardings. 
I got the women Rs 1000 from Parle’s 
and 8 crates of drinks free. Just ima¬ 
gine. my average target for an entire 
tournament like the Gold Cup is Rs 
30,000 over 18 days, and 1 got them 
Rs 13,500 for just one match. 

The stadium was kept unused for 
two days, which means that I lost 6 
scheduled games. The ground was so 
perfect that even Field Marshal 
Manekshaw commented on it, and 
the Russian girls said it was the best 
pitch they have played on in India. 
Frankly, I’m surprised at the fact that 
they should complain about me at 
all; in fact I’m facing problems from 
my committee for having done so 
much for a match that is not orga¬ 
nised by the BHA. 


SW: Wen, they seem to have thdr 
own venion to all these points. But 
qiecifically on the more serious ones, 
how do yon explain the fact that 
1S21 tickets were stdd while the dal- 
lies estinated at least 4,000 to 5,000 
people. 


KLP: Do you know, I kept two secu¬ 
rity people from the BHA at the 
gates to prevent gatecrashing and 
stood there myself for a while. But 
for every one person showing a ticket 
there were four saying that they 
were friends of Julie Dunne, or that 
they belonged to this organisation, 
or that charity or that they were en¬ 
titled to because they were advertisers, 
I just got sidk of it all, so I said that 
if that’s the way Miss Dunne wants 
it, why should I complain? 1 assure 
you, if there had been more strict 

C ' dng at the gates we would have 
at least Rs 8.000 wtnth of tickets 

sold. 

SW: Ton also had proUems of 
allotting seats in the Vd* enclosure. 
You, personal^ have been accused of 
befaig rough with the women. 

KLP: So that’s what they say, is 
it? Look, when I give them a free 
ground, when the BHA is doing all 


this- for them, is the BHA not entitled 
to some consideration towards its 
presMeat and members? We have 72 
seats in the VIP enclosure; I asked 
originally for only 17 but Anally de¬ 
manded that we should get at least 
12 seats and do you know wbattheae 
women did? Miss Dunne kept four 
blank seats, on either corner, uur 

8 resident was not allotted one, our 
lanaging Committee was suppo¬ 
sed to restrict itself to 4 seats. They 
did not have the elementary courtesy 
towards the BHA as to keep for them 
rpasoniiblv good seats. That was the 
only time I really lost my temper 
and said that it was a personal in¬ 
sult to me. 

SW: They had kept the anfat la 
front. 


KLP: Do you watch hockey? If you 
do you will know that the game just 
cannot be seen from ground level. 
These sofas were on ground level; 
they were intended for just some 
laiioo phople to sit down on. They 
are the worst seats in the stand. If 
those were the seats kept for us, 1 
have nothing more to say. 

SW: It appeara as If you had pat 
up a lot of banaen for free, in addf- 
Uon to the paid oaea from CBL State 
Bank, Glaxo and Parle. How could 
you anthoriae such a thlngT 

KLP: Those banners...well I think 
they were put up by the CUiopra 
Associates because there were huge 
blanks between those paid-for posters 
that you mentioned. Others were 
erected just to make the thing more 
presentable. 

SW: Do you mean to say that }aat 
to make a stadium more presentable 
professional contnicton would apend 
their own money, oat of purely gra¬ 
tuitous motivesT Do yoa beUeve 
that? 

KLP: Frankly, I have no know¬ 
ledge of those posters. I didn’t keep 
that account and there has been no 
bill for their erection and no corres¬ 
pondence with the advertiser. 

SW: So your Anal condashm of 
the women’s handling of the match 
is that It was amatenrish. 

KLP: Amateurish and arrogant. 
They have not paid the referees, can 
you believe it? Tradition demands 
that they tip the Mali, which they 
did not do. The printe’s bill of Rs 
753 is still outstanding—ail these 
bills are now coming to me, since 
they have used the BHA as their 
address for all this. Then, they forgot 
to arrange transport for the Russians 
from the BHA to the station, and it 
was Anally I who rushed about and 
hired a tempo. All I have to really 
say to them is that if they have com¬ 
mitted mistakes, they should admit 
them and hope to do better. AH these 
accusations—especially when blatan¬ 
tly untrue—do them little credit. 




We could 
have done 


PRASUN BANBRJEE.cap 
tain of the Indian foot¬ 
ball team. 


I RAN WAS FAR AND AWAY THE 
best team in the championship. 
In fact, I would say that it is the 
best team in Asia. They were well 
prepared for the tournament. They 
had five World Cup players in their 
ranks. Leading them was Ali Parveen 
who was also the captain of the 
national team in the World Cup. Due 
to their political relations with 
Russia, they had had some top class 
teams from that country to play with 
them before they came to Singapore 
and that definitely helped them a 
great deal. 

Though China came third, I would 
say that they were the second best 
team on view. They had retained the 
same team that helped them do well 
In the Asian Games, and their Gov¬ 
ernment had arranged a tour of Eu¬ 
rope before the championship. North 


PICS : ASHISH DAS 









'he Indian team during the manduvast emamonii 



Iran vervus China match m vrogrem 

Kerea came fourth in the champion¬ 
ship, but they deserved to be third. 
Theirs was also the same team that 
had played in the Asian Games and 
in the Asian Cup Championship. 
Singapore came second, but that was 
more due to their team spirit and 
fighting ability than to real football 
skill. 

The Indian team, plagued by injury 
and missing some top players, came 
fifth. If the same team that went to 
the Middle East had gone, we would 
have done better. We had two months’ 
training at Bangalore, in which the 
tost 15 d^s whs spent in screening. 
The NSNiS ground at Bangalore was 
so bad that it was not possible to 
practise there.. The AIFF arranged 
the football stadium at Bangalore for 
us. but even there we could pratise 
.for only one session, since a local 
tournament was going on at that 
time. It’s strange that a tournament 
should be conddered more important 
that the welfare of the national team. 

Then we went to play a tourna¬ 
ment at Madurai, which proved to be 
a great blunder. There the crowd 
treated us as outsiders and enemies. 


while all the players of the other 
teams went all out to injure us. Oev- 
raj and Shyamal Banerjee were in¬ 
jured, which crippled our team to 
some extent. 

The tournament was very wen or¬ 
ganised. I wonder when India will 
be able to organise such an event. 
The march past was held on Febru¬ 
ary 23, in front of a capacity Crowd 
of 60,000 people. The band from New 
Zealand was simply wonderful. I was 
naturally delighted to lead the amn- 
try in me mardi past. It reminded 
me of the Rome Olympics when my 
elder brother P-,K;.B««/>’j«e was the 
captain of the Indian football team. 

Day-by-day, this is how it went. 

Fetouaiy 2S. S:ncapore-Sri Lanka : 

Playing in front of their home crowd, 
Singapore started badly but their 
superiority in skill saw them win 3-0. 

Febmary M, OUna-lndla 
We were really tense before the 
matdi. -The fact that China bad beat¬ 
en us 7-1 when we last met them was 
foremost In our minds. When we 
saw the right-out who had . played 


Sri Lanka custodian De SUva collects a ball durina tita 
match aaainst £Iarth Korea 

havoc with us the last time, it did 
not brighten our spirit at all. The 
Chinese team had given a statement 
that it would be an easy win for them. 
But when the game began, we started 
vrall. playing defensively, but all the 
time on the look-out for a gap. The 
forwards did not function at all, 
and there was no wing play. We 
managed not to concede any goals 
till the interval. In fact, we held out 
till the 80th minute when their left- 
out was involved in a sliding tackle 
with Compton Dutta, and the referee 
pointed to the dreaded spot. The foul 
had taken place outside the penalty 
box, and I don’t think the player had 
any chance to score a goal from 
there. After the goal, our morale 
plummeted but we somehow manag¬ 
ed to end the game without any fur¬ 
ther damage. After the match the 
Chinese coach came and told me : 
“Captain, we were lucky that we got 
lull points.’’ Bhaskar was outstanding 
under the bai, and was named the 
‘Man of* the Match’. 

Febraaiy 25, North Konso-baa : 
We expected it to be a top class mat¬ 
ch, but what we saw disappointed us. 
It was more like a Mohun Bangan- 
East Bengal match, where there is 
more tension than actual play. In 
the second hatf, Iran played better, 
opening four to five diances, but 
they missed some absolute sitters. 
The North Korean players were 
more interested in defence. The re- 
suU 0-0 was not a true indication of 
Iran’s superiority. 


Febmary M, 

We should have won this match. 
Ever since I have started playing for 
India, we have never lost to S^a- 
pore. Almost straightaway we mus¬ 
ed four absolute sitters with just the 
goal-keeper to beat. The culprits 
were Xavier, Parminder and Shabbir 
(2), one of which was a 
header which bit the inside post and 
came out. Singapore were not 
playing fluently. Both the teams 
played the some type of game 
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•0 we knew what the other 
would do next The first half ended 
goaUeas, hut in the 10th minute of 
the second half, ttmir 17-yearK>Id 
wonder boy Fundi scored an opportu¬ 
nistic goal when there was a misun¬ 
derstanding between Monoranjan 
Bhattacharya and Sekharan. Even 
after that we ladked the inspiration 
to go all out and score the equaliser. 
We played a sub-standard game, an 
it was really disappointing to lose a 
match when we could have won 
easi^. 

Febniaiy 27, China-Iran : The 
match started with Iran getting hold 
of the game, but failing to create an 
opening to score. The Iranian coach, 
Hab bi, an ex-Olympian, told me dur¬ 
ing the interval that one should slow 
down the pace of the game against 
China, North Korea and other coun¬ 
tries that play their kind of soccer. 
But when Iran slowed down the 
game in the second half, China got 
the game under their control. How¬ 
ever, it was Iran who scored in the 
2Sth minute, though it was a goal gift¬ 
ed by the goal-keeper. But then China 
too scored a similar goal. The ground 
was wet, and the ball was going out, 
but the Iranian custodian tried to 
slop the ball. It deflected off his 
hands, touched his leg and entered 
the net. China, inspired, went all out 
and went ahead with a mid-field goal. 
Then came the climax when in the 
8Sth minute, Iran*scored the equaliser. 

February 28 , North Korea-Srl 
Lanka : It was a one sided match 
with Korea winning 7-0. 

February 29, was the rest day. 

March 1, Singapore-Iran : We ex¬ 
pected Singapore to put up a fight, 
but the Iranians played much too 
professionally and gave the Singapor¬ 
eans no chance at all. 

March 2, China-North Korea : 

It was the tournament both teams 
playing the defensive 4-3-3 formation. 
The game was very slow, and there 
were a lot of mis passes, which one 
does not expect in a match of this 
standard. Sanzari, the player who 
played for Mohammedan Sporting 
last year in the Calcutta league play¬ 
ed as a sweeper in this match (he 
played in the other matches also). 

March 3, Indla-Sri Lanka : This 
was a prestige match. We played 
well and won 4-0, Xavier and Shabbir 
scoring two goals each. Our goal¬ 
keeper and defence were nev¬ 
er tested and it was like a Mobun 
Itagan-Sporting Union match, played 
in Singapore. Shyamal Banerjce was 
outstanding as he repeatedly went 
up to help the forward line. He is a 
player who has definitely improved 
a great deal In the last year. Inci¬ 
dentally, I won the ‘Man of the 
Match' award that day. 

I 

March 4, Singapore-North Korea : 
We expected Korea to win but Singa¬ 
pore played an inspired game and 


3-1, due to their tremendoot 
team-work and close play. Their goal¬ 
keeper was outstanding and be iwt 
ly won the Tdan or the Matdi' 
award. 

March S, rest day. 

March 6, Chlna-Srl Innka : Again 
a one-sided game with CHiina bent 
upon increasing their goal average 
and scoring seven without reply. 

Mardi 7, lndiia.lraik ; Our greatest 
achievement that day was that we 
were abte to check the Iranian play¬ 
ers for 64 minutes. If some of our 
abMnt experienced players bad been 
with us we could have drawn the 
match, and a tremendous achievement 
it would have been for us. Everybody 
Mid Iran played their worst game 
that d», but a better way of putting 
It would be that they were not allow¬ 
ed to play their normal game. We 
packed our defence, and it was near 
perfect. And the fact that our defen¬ 
ce waa so good, is evident from the 
fact that we did not concede many 
goals. After they scored the goal in 
the 64th minute, they scored another. 
It was a goal whidi reminds us of 
the goal by Pradip Cboudhury in the 
IFA Shield semi-final matdi against 
Mohammedan Sporting. A player 
snatched the ball from Xavier and 
right from the half-way line volley¬ 
ed the ball towards the goal Bhaskar 
was not ivepared for the shot Then 
we missed a sitter when Xavier gave 
a ball to Shabbir who could not voll¬ 
ey. If he had volleyed it in time, it 
could have been a goal. 

March 8, SingaporeCUiia : it was 
a vital game for both the teams. 
China needed a win to qualify, where¬ 
as Singapore would have to win 
to play Iran in the final. China start¬ 
ed well, Singapore concentrating 
more on defence. The first half en¬ 
ded with neither team Itelng able to 
control the game. The second half 
saw the ball moving in the mid-field, 
China content with a draw and the 
Singaporeans trying desperately to 
hold on to the game. It was then the 
by-now famous team sidrit of the 
Singaporeans came to the fore. 
They were constantly at the ImII, 
and slowly but surely got control of 
the ball The Chinese were forc¬ 
ed onto the defensive and when the 
game was 80 minutes old, Singapore 
got the all-important goal. 

March 9, Iran-Srl Lanka : Another 
drab affair with Iran notching up the 
highest tally of the tournament, 11. 

March 10, India-North Korea : The 
game had naturally lost interest 
from the Korean stand point as the 
result would not have made a diff¬ 
erence for them. In the tournament, 

1 have seen that whereas the other 
countries are able to convert 50 per 
cent of the chances that come their 
way, we are able to convert only fiS 
per cent. It was again evident in this 
match. Though we again started well, 
we could not score when the chanc¬ 


es came oar umr. they mond fii tiiie 
first half, when Ite Ml wmetad off 
Monoranjan's Mumlder. Again fat the 
second half, we dominated and in tiie 
17th minnte Xnvier scored what was 
definitely the best goal from the 
Indian view point. Snabbir gave the 
ball to me, 1 lifted it to the top of 
the box and in came XaiHer who 
placed it far into the aacond post, 
giving die Korean cnatudina no 
diance at all We got control over 
the match, bnt again Shabbir and 
Kumar (playing as a half) missed 
.sitters. We ultlmatelv- lost the match 
1-2. But. again, it was our game, but 
we could not hold on to the game. 
Perhaps the heavy pressure was too 
much for us. 

March 12, fraiiF8<agapofe: This was 
the final of the tournament Before 
the match, the Iranian captain Ali 
Parveen told me that it urould be no 
match at all. And that is what hap¬ 
pened. If Iran had won 8-0 I would 
not have been surprised. Ultimately 
they won 4-0. It was as if the Singa¬ 
pore team bad lost the matdi even 
before they entered the field. Their 
famous team spirit was lacking. It 
was a one-sided final, with Iran run¬ 
ning all over their opponents. 

Sri Lanka was the only country 
that did not win a ‘Man irf the Match’ 
award, Singapore won the maxi¬ 
mum—six, Iran four, India two, 
China one and North Korea one. So 
it was not at all a bad performance. 
But we should have done better. The 
difference between the sides are very 
narrow. Iran was far ahead of us. 
but as for the other countries, it was 
tonch-and-go. It depended on who 
could avail the chances that came 
their way. We had good ball control 
and skill, but what we lacked were 
experienced players who could hold 
on to the ball. We lost more out of 
our own fault. It was not that the 
other teams pl^ed better than us. 

The team spirit among us was 
good, the young players were willing 
to play their hearts out. The fact tha 
the players come from different 
States, with different styles, didn’t 
seem to matter much. But what we 
lacked was inspiration. We never got 
an encouraging word from the officials 
who had gone with ns. It makes a 
lot of difference to the players, if 
they get a word of encouragement 
Iron them. No one talked to us be¬ 
fore the game, or during the interval, 
or even after the matek. A few 
words here and there cbnngM the 
whole complexion of game. It. was 
only disenpline and nothing else. 

I have said this before, and I say it 
again, that it would be in the national 
interest if the team that wins the 
Santosh Trophy is selected to repre¬ 
sent the country, with one or two 
changes. I think our International 
showing will then be better. I re- 
ouest the AIFF to give this a 
thought. 

As loM 10 Ssrojit Poh 




Major 

football 

transfers 

The Calcutta football transfer is 
still on. but within a tew days of 
its start, on March 15. the most 
crucial transfers were over In 
the floor - crossing that took 
place. East Bengal suffered the 
most, with almost their entire 
team going over to Mohammedan 
Sporting. Mohun Bagan managed 
to retain most of their players, 
while East Bengal got back 
Sudhir Karmakar and Md. Habib. 




PrasiaUa Batterjee (fttr left), Surojit Sengupla (head duvm), Samaresh Chottdhury (fore front) (wUhdrth 
wal), Shyamal Ghosh (beside SttrojU) and David WtUiams; and (right) Bhaskar Ganguli, Shabbir Ali and 
l^emnaih Phillip (wUhdraofal) all signing to play for Md. Sporting 



Bose (formerly Eoft Bengal) tigidng for Mohun Bogan 
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CIocfcwiMt The JfHdKon footbaU team b» 
fore (tort of the matdi agaiiut Iran: 

i Prom left) Standtuo—Bhatkar GanmU, 
tarwranjan Bhattacnarva, BolehaiMiran, 
SMbMr ParmMer Singh, and 0. S. 
Parmer. IOneeling--BrahmtMttnda, Xavier 
Pht, Shiuamal Bmeriee. Proem Banmiee, 
Manmh mattadtarya and &tmad; Bhaehar 
mahing a emart vave in the IndMran 
mat<^ hidkcn Mpper Proem Baneriee eha- 
Ung with tlM North Korttn eUmer: 
North Korean goalkeeper eeUeote a oott 
M Proem Baneriee mdehen Sri Lanka 
oittwfkii fatu m attempt hy Nerendra 
Genmg at India, 
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News: National 


% RANJt QUARTER-FINALS 
KARNATAKA VS HARYANA 

Sensation 
in Banga¬ 
lore 

J UST AS IN 1979, UGADI, THE 
New Year’s Day, turned out to be 
a day of bitterness for the Kanna- 
diMas. Their criketing heroes Vishwa- 
nath and company made an uncere¬ 
monious exit from the Ranji Trophy 
championship, losing by five wickets 
to a young bunch from Haryana. The 
final scores were Karnataka 320 and 
167; Haryana 232 and 258 for five. 

A little bit of application and 
dedication from them could have 
made the Kannadigas taste the festi¬ 
val sweets with more happiness, but 
It was not to be. Despite enjo^ng a 
handsome first innings lead, the 
Karnataka men played like lambs in 


their second outing and lost to 
Haryana, who took every step in true 
professional style. Like their matdi 
against Uttar Pradesh, whom they 
defeated after conceding the first in¬ 
nings lead, Haryana were unperturb¬ 
ed by the name and fame of some 
of the Karnataka cricketers. 

Every one of them, especially 
Ashok Malhotra, Rajiv Anand and 
Rajinder Amarnath, played with their 
heads down and weathered the storm. 
While their batsmen played such a 
fine role, the Haryana bowlers Kapil 
Dev, Goel and Tafwar, did extremely 
well to dismiss Karnataka within 
modest totals, especially in the second 
innings. 

But for Bnjesh Patel, Karnataka 
would have been in a very awkward 
position. Pate], on whom the title 
‘King of Ranji’ can easily be bestow¬ 
ed, played a sweet innings in the first 
and a responsible one in the second. 

Patel hammered a classical 157 that 
saw him crack 24 boundaries and a 
.six. Skipper Vishwanatb (44) and 
newebmer Srlnlvas Prasad (41), who 
played a dedicated knock, helped 
Karnataka reach 320 in the first In¬ 
nings. 




Hajmder Amamath sweeps 
krishna (not in the picture] 
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thU tAoruo of appeal. Yogaraj is the bowler 






Chandra: 
Farewell 
to cricket 

A fter a glorious chap- 

tcr that saw him serve 
Indian cricket for well over a de¬ 
cade and u half, Dha);wal Subru- 
manyu Chdiidrashckhar—one of 
the greatest ‘‘.irlist” ot spin bowl¬ 
ing in the world—has decided to 
hung up his boots. 

Beiittiiig Chandra, as he is 
known to most, took a wicket ofif 
the last ball of his career during 
Karnataka’s match against 
Haryana. 

A happy-go-lucky yet hard¬ 
working Chandra thundered into 
the cricketing scene during the 
early Sixties. At that time he was 
called a ‘flipper exponent’, while 
some called him a freak spinner. 
Indeed, he was a freak. Handi¬ 
capped by an attack of polio in 
his childhood, Chandra made most 
of his handicap and baffled many 
a great d>utsmen in the world. His 
performance in 1971, when India 
defeated England for the first time 
in their homeland, mane one of 
cricketing greats John Arlott com 
ment: “There will never be an¬ 
other one like him.’’ Yes, sir, there 
will never be another Chandra 
again. 



Chandra, who began his career 
as a wicketkeeper, took to leg 
spin-cum-googly bowling around 
1962. Then he hop, stepped and 
Jumped into big cricket and made 


his debut against England at Bom¬ 
bay. Thereafter, he had been a.re¬ 
gular member of tlie Ia(UaD tedm, 
except for a short period whep he 
returned from Australia before 
the tour was complete due to an 
injury. With Erdpalli Prasanna. 
another superstar, Chandra struck 
such a fine combiitation that the 
two became to be khown as the 
spin twins of Karnataka. Later, 
with the anival of Venkataragha- 
van and Bishap Bedi, Chandra pro¬ 
vided Ihdia one of iti greatest 
periods ' in cricketinif history. 
While the other three have yet to 
call it a day, Chandra decided to 
bow out gracefully to "provide an 
opportunity for youngsters who 
are knocking at the doors of big 
cricket". Before announcing his 
retirement soon after Karnataka’s 
exit from the current Ranji sea¬ 
son with a defeat at the bands of 
Haryana, Chandra took time to 
thank the public and the Press for 
the help that they gave him. 

Chandra has represented Kar¬ 
nataka in 76 Ranji trophy matdi- 
cs . and has captured 436 wickets. 
He has pla.vcd 24 Dulecp trophy 
matches for 79 wickets, eight 
Irani trophy matches and ^ Tests 
tor 242 wickets. While he is the 
highest wicket-taker in the Ranji 
series and Irani trophy matches, 
Chandra is next only to Bedi in 
Tests. 

Cricket fans will miss him 
for sure as he retires to his first 
love—music of Saigal and Mukesh. < 
Is It not a sad music for Indian ' 
cricket. 
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Haryana batted extremely well 
against left-arm spinner Vijaykrishna 
and Chandrasekhar. Rajiv Anand 
(55), Rajinder Amarnath (62), the 
youngest of the three brothers and 
Ashok Malhotra (55), contributed 
richly to their side’s scone. Out once 
they departed, the rest of the bats¬ 


men caved in, with Chandrashekar 
claiming three wickets for seven runs 
in five overs. But by close of play, 
Haryana bad given enough indica¬ 
tions that they were going to fight 
all the way. Despite conceding a 
lead of 88 runs, Haryana did well to 
capture two wickets by close of play. 


It was a woeful display by the 
reputed Karnataka batsmen on the 
third day. Despite the fact that the 
pitch was as dead as a dodo, they 
played carelessly and allowed them¬ 
selves to be dismissed for a poor 
score just 50 minutes after lunch. 
Patel once again played a determio- 


Jayaprakash .sirecps Rajindrr God 



ed role to enable Karnataka stretch 
their lead to 255, 

> Having almost all the time in the 
‘ world to score 256 runs to win, the 
% Haryana batsmen played with their 
^ heads down and slowly but surely 
<5 earned the victory. They lost two 
quick wickets on the third day, but 
Ashok Malhotra and Rajiv Anand, 
who added 147 runs for the third 
wicket, defied the Karnataka attadc 
with grace and might. By the time 
Malhotra made his exit after scoring 
79, Haryana were well within reach 
of their target. Even the return of 
Chadda to the dressing room—^to a 
brilliant catch by Binny—did not 
dampen their spirits and Kapil Dev 
came in and smote the winning 
stroke to help Haryana record one 
of their greatest victories, the result 
of dedicati(}p and hard work. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bangalote 



RAJASTHAN VS 
MAHARASHTRA 


Maha> 

rashtra 


make it 


'pHE SAWAI MAN SINGH STADI- 
» um wi^et, the venue of the 
Ranji trophy quarter-final between 
Mahar«htra and Rajasthan, was a 
farra. On a bald wicket, which is 
perhaps the slowest turner, Maha- 
rMbtra coasted to a first innings lead 
of iW runs and assured themselves 
a berth in the semi-final by mid-after¬ 
noon on the third day of the four- 
day match. 


Rajasthan, who have in the past 
nursed them.sclve.s on borrowed pro- 
-fessionals, are under transformation 
and more and more sons of the soils 
are getting ^ortunities to assist 
their State. Tne eleven which met 
Maharashtra at Jaipur was one of 
the youngest teams that ever took 
the filed for the home team. Rajas¬ 
than, who under a new skipper tn 
former Test player Parthasarathy 
Sharma retained the Mewar trophy, 
symbol 6f supremacy in the ^nfral 
Zone, pushing the champions Uttar 
Pradesh to the second spot, were 
without the services of two seasoned 
players, Sunil Benjamin and Kailash 
Gattani, who are liased in Bombay. 
While Benjamin did not get leave, 
Gattani Is reported to be suffering 
from back trouble. The Rajasthan 
attack suffered In the absence of 
medium-pacer Gattani and its batting 
lacked depth in the absence of' 
Benjamin. 


When Maharashtra batted, the 
Rajasthan fielding — both in the out¬ 
field and close to the wicket—left a' 
lot to be desired. Rajasthan did not 
accept the catches that came their 
way and thus allowed Maharashtra 
to score 352. Raju Bhalekar, the 
Maharashtra skipper, made the most 
of his two lives at 6 and 53 to notch 
up, his fourth century in Ranji 
trophy. 


A teenager, Sanjay Vyas, was the 
[dek of the Rajasthan attack. Vyas. 
who studies commerce, bowls off-spin. 
What’s more, Vyas made his Ranji 
iebut in the match. Though initially 
he was awed by the .situation, Vyas 
settled down in his length to worry 
ill the Maharashtra batsmen. He had 
Ehe mortification of seeing Bhalekar 
and Saldanha dropped by Pramod 
\rya. 

The Maharashtra captain, Raju 
Bhalekar, started off rather shakily. 
But after those two live.s, he stayed 
ia hold the innings together with a 
mbdued gnd paUent knock of 101. 



Kuhleep Mathur of Rajasthan is Ibiv oi) Tahmrkar 


Skipper Sharma waged a lone batt¬ 
le for Rajasthan and, in his effort 
to surpass Maharashtra’s first inn¬ 
ings score of 352 scored a chancelcss 
century which was a combination of 
patience and attack. Sharma was 



Raju Bhalekar sweeps 


well .supported by opener Kuideep 
Mathur who, after giving tlirce ciian- 

ces batted with grit and determina¬ 
tion to score 58. After his exit, 
•Shannu lan out of partners. 


Mahara.shtra's .skipv>er Bhalekar, 
who is himself a spinner, tactfully 
handled his bowlers. The remaining 
Rajasthan batsmen, except for Shar¬ 
ma, were not technically eguipix-d to 
play flight and were repeatcdjy 
frustrated by lefl-aim spinner Nitin 
Khaniwale. Khaiuw ilo was supported 
well from the oliar end by Hemant 
Talwalkar who, under instructions 
from skipper llhalekar .switched to 
spin from inediuin pact. In between. 
Ramesh Borde, .. ngin arm spinner 
of considerable riierd, troubled and 
damaged the Rajastiian batting line¬ 
up. Khaniwale was the most success¬ 
ful of all, bagging five wickets for 66. 


In fact Raja.sthaii feared most 
roin Pandurang Salgaokar, the bar- 
y medium-pacer. But .Salgaokar, in 
in effort to conservt? himself, vcduc- 
;d his run up on a dull wicket. How- 
■ver, he failed to impress. Kuldip 
datliur and Sharma. who were invol 
cd in a 125-run partnership for the 
bird wicket, gave hope for Rajasth- 
lO surpassing Maharashtra’s score, 
lut once Talwalkar trapped Mathur 
ig before, Rajasthan’s hopes ended. 
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Parthnsarathi/ Sharma hits a skrer 


The empty stands of the S. M. S. 
Stadium saw Sharma completing his 
century—a well-deserved one. 

He punished Talwalkar’s armcrs 
ruthlessly. He thumped 15 runs off 
him in one over, with a majestic six 
over long leg. Skipper Sharma, who 
had a share of 120 runs in his team’s 
score of 239 said his team “had good 
potential, but the boys lacked appli¬ 
cations.’’ Sharma said: “We bowled 
a shade less than what Maharashtra 
did, although they had more variety 
in them. But our fielding lapses cost 
us the match. The catches which 
were dropped were perhaps the easi¬ 
est which were offered.’’ 

Once Maharashtra took the first 
innings lead, the remainder of the 
match was only of academic interest. 
lU which Maharashtra’s young Milind 
Gunjal hit a century after getting 
four lives. The rest of the match was 
used by Maharashtra for batting and 
bowling practice. 

^^PRAKASH 8HANDARI. Jaipur 
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BIHAR BOMBAY 

Bombay 

through 

ir LOOKKD LIKE A HARD DAY 
1 ahead for the visitors on a 
brown-looking rasv-paced wic'kct 
when (iavaskar called wrongiv. When 
Itonibav took the field in front ot a 
lull hou.s<! al the Keenan Stadium in 
Jam.shedpui. on,, w.is surpiised to 
.se,‘ Kulkarni replace Jadeja. A now 
lit Sandip Patil joined debutant Ravi 
Sha.stri in the eU'veii It took /'J'® 
some tune to gel usi'd to the sight 
ol lhi.s Bombav side without the 
ebullient A.shok Mankad who had 
such a lot to do witlii theii cricket 
over tile last decade. 

Uihar 1 ailed to consolidate after 
being given a sound start b.v Subroto 
Das and Victor Jo.seph. Jodh Singh 
and Robin Mukhi-riec never looked 
like slaving. Gavaskar set a simple 
trap and both ot them were caught 
hooking, without at all knowing how 
to execute the .shot. Saxen.i depar¬ 
ted, brilliantly caught by a diving 
Zaiapkar at gully Gavaskar waited 
patiently and wickets fell al regular 
mti'iVtiLs as all the Uihar batsmen 
except Han Gidwaiii, got out to in¬ 
discreet shots after getting a good 
look in. They folded up for 190. 
Ghavri, understandably looking tired, 
was content to bowl short. Kulkarni 
was way off the mark with the new 
ball though his direction improved 
when brought back for another spell. 
Suru Naik as the third seapier was 
the most impressive of the new ball 
bowlers. 

Ravi Shastri, a lad of 17, made a 
line debut and finished with impres¬ 
sive ligure.s of 3 for 17 off 18 overs. 


He has a lovely high arm action 
which enables him to make good use 
ot his height. Gavaskar nursed him 
iidmirably. He switched Shastri’s 
bowling end at the right time and 
the youngster eagerly grabbed the 
opportunity to wrap up the innings. 

Subroto Das showed excellent po¬ 
tential as an opener. He has the 
temperament and toe technique re¬ 
quired lu,- tnc job. His courage in 
standing up to last bowling a qua¬ 
lity not seen in many on the domes¬ 
tic siene. His solid ‘77 against Bom¬ 
bay ui Wankhedo, last .year was fol¬ 
lowed by fib, not out against tnc Aus- 
sies uiid another mipressive innings 
against the Pakistanis for the East 
2 . 011 ,; team. 

Uoitibav opened comfortably with 
the Parker brothers putting on 44 
lor the first wicket. Bihar missed 
Kajal Das and TVshish Siiiha in the 
attack, both side-lined by injuries 
betoie the match. The postion was 
tin tiler ( oiisulidatcd by Vciigsarkar 
and Kullikar Parkar Ix'lore the latter 
lost Ills leg stump to Shekhar Sinha 
lor GO which included some hand¬ 
some hooks. Sandip Patil got straight¬ 
away into his .stride, hitting some 
iiiiaiestie drives. But he could not 
seem to resist the chant from the 
galleries tor a six and tried some 
shots which wore not there. He was 
eventually out to a brilliant caught 
and bowled by Blialla for 50, which 
includid six fours and a six. Gavas¬ 
kar entered, taking his own tini,* to 
reiiich the wicket. 'The customary ‘on 
the spot running’ drill before the 
start of every Gavaskar inning.s was 
missing. It was a fore-runner to his 
innings. The situation demanded 
nolhing fiom him and after sticking 
around for a while, he departed tak¬ 
ing a cress batted heave at Bhalla. 

Bombay’s 437 was built around a 
towering 203 from Veng.sarkar made 
off 308 balls with the aid of 19 four.s. 
He was, however, let off at 40 and 



KanAeen PatU cavaht and bowled by M. R, BhaUa 







subLsequcnllv got owav with two gla¬ 
ring umpiring decisions at 59 and 73. 
The total was given a boost bv a 
partnership of 83 for the 9th wicket 
between him and Kulkarni. From the 
slap-bang hitter of sixo-s, VenRsarkar 
has come a long wav. He has learned 
to build and paoc an innings. He has 
also developed into an excellent run¬ 
ner between the wickets. His innings 
was remarkable for the absence of 
shots behind tlie wicket. 

Bihar concx'ded too, uianv ea.sy 
runs in the field. Ix‘ft-arm spinner 
Bhalla, introduced siirprisinRlv late 
into the attack was the pick of the 
bowlers. He kept the Botnbav bats¬ 
men on the leashi with clever varia¬ 
tion of light and spin. Venkatram 
also toiled manfiiHv and was unlucky 
with dropped catches and umpiring 
decisions. Zulflkar Parkar, Veng.sar- 
kar and Sandip Patil made the most 
of the erroneous judgement of the 
men in charge. 

I'acing a lead of 247, Bihar started 
the reply with another good start of 
40 betore Has lost his oil .stump to a 
shooter from Kulkarni. It was soon 
92 tor 3 when Joseph was surpn- 
singlv ruled out, caught at the wic¬ 
ket olf a bail which seemed to have 
gone off the pads. Gidwani. dropped 
earlier ot a snick off Ghavri, got 
stuck into the^ Bombay attack, putt¬ 
ing. on 116 tor the fourth wicket be- 
lore Mukheriee snicked .Shivalkar 




Hari Gidufani [lickx to the leq on 
wav to his hundred 



tufoto by Ravi KUlkaml for 11 in the second innbw 


into the ‘kec'per's hands. Gklwairi. 
dropped at 78 by Shivalkar of his 
own bowling, was gathering momen¬ 
tum. He reached his century off 201 
balls with 17 fours. Gidwani must 
have carric>d the unpleasant mcino- 
I ie.s ot his last encounter with Ghav¬ 
ri at Wankhede when bo was struck 
oil the head ufl' a bouncer. He started 
liere tentatively against the short 
pitched deliveries ot Ghavri. But 
alter this initial period of explora¬ 
tion. he was like a man possessed. 
Drives llowed Ironi his but. At the 
other end !saxeiia nixuring his 5,000 
mils III Ranji 1'rophv also got into 
his strkle. Together, they mauled the 
Boiiib-iy attack to put on 164 runs 
lor the fifth wicket. 

Roiiibav's bowling wares looked 
thiu Zar.ipkai was up and down. 
Much os Shivalkar stuck to his 
length, file /.ip whicli had madn him 
.suili a f«‘an>d bowler, was missing, 
lie lunceded too iiiaiiv runs through 
mid-witkel. The seanier.s didn't lind 
.iiiythiiig to encourage them in the 
wicket Sandip Patil with his Icg- 
tulteis and Sum Naik who can also 
o .wl wrist spinners were, siirpii- 
smglv. not caihxl on to bowl during 
the long Saxena-tiidwani partner- 
■ship Young Sliostri wds the only one 
to make an impiession. One may 
heal more ot this lad in the comiW 
so.i.sons bv when one hopes he would 
have added more guile and suste¬ 
nance to hi.s natural ability. Bombay’s 

islaught 
te play. 

: talked 
let off 
1 C occa- 
7 after 
inaining 
ic than 


d have 
limited 
target 
Though 
ced Sa- 
voung- 
V'enkat- 
e coin- 
e been 
lav-off 
t Ranii 
Bengal 
against 
he first 
■ better 
icy by 
at out- 
psarkar. 

, cram- 
iors of 
> many 
They 
lankad, 
e from 
Jombay 
years, 
ne flair 
limited 
n team 
IBS the 


r lA . 


3f 



BENGAL VS DELHI 

Delhi take 
Bengal in 
stride 

<<r>AD BATTING IN THE FIRST 

l^innlngs let us down,” said Ben¬ 
gal skipper Raju Mukherjue after his 
team lost the Ranji quartcr-flnal at 
the Eden Gardens to Delhi by 66 runs. 
“Our batsmen had piled up respecta¬ 
ble scored in the earlier matches. 
But in this crucial tic, most of them 
threw their wickets in an uncharac¬ 
teristic manner. Our boys bawled 
well, and except for one dropped 
catch by Pranab Nandy, we also 
flelded well. But our batting only 
clicked in the y.!cond innings. If we 
could have played our second knock 
in the first, the outcome of the 
match could have been different. Of 
course, we io.sl the match to a better 
■side.” 

Delhi, the holders, were firm 
i'.uouritos in this four-day lie which 
llicy won by showing b«'ller perform- 
diiccs in all the departments of the 
game. Bislijii Bedi, their skipper, 
ngliily decided to bat after winning 
the toss on ;t wicket which initially 
looked b.ikl but maintained an even 
bounce ibroupliout the game. How- 
i'vor, the tbampion.s started shakily, 
losiiiK their Te.sl star ('hetan Chau- 
han with the score reading only 12. 
Cih.iiilMii (tS), after surviving two close 
Colls off Ikiniii Bui in,in. offered a 
defensive bat to .i Subroto I’nrel 
delivery that pitched out.side the oH- 


stump «nd came In sharply. Wideet- 
keeper Sambaran Banerjee. -took a 
low catch to his left. 

But once Arun Lai came to the 
crease, the runs started flowing easi¬ 
ly. A firm driver of the ball, Arun 
Lai, who works in Calcutta but plays 
his cricket for the capital, showed 
that he has enough talent to get to 
the highest level of cricket. Open¬ 
ing his onslaught with a cover drive 
to the fence off Burman, the short, 
stockily built batsman never allowed 
the bowlers to dictate terms in his 
208-minute stay at the wicket for 78 
runs. He was associated with two 
good partnerships—^for the second 
wicket (79 runs) with opener Venkat 
Sunderam (32) and for the third 
wicket (83 runs) with Mohinder 
Aiharnath. The younger Amarnath 
collected 59 runs in his own style, 
concentrating mostly ou sharp sin¬ 
gles and twos. 

At that stage, when it appeared 
that the champions were set for a 
tall first innings score, Barun Bur- i 
man suddenly found a fiery line. ' 
Just one over before the lea inter- | 
val the tall, well-built Bengal quickie > 
uprooted Arun Lai's middle stump 
with a faster delivery. Then, after 
the break, he sent Muhinder back 
to the pavilion with a beauty that 
pitched outside the off-stump and cut 
back sharply to take the middle- 
stump. But most memorable was 
the dismissal of Surinder Amarnath, 
whose leg-stump was broken in two 
by Burman. This was also a perso¬ 
nal triumph for Burman, who was not 
among the wickets in the earlier 
matches and had just survived a 
move to replace him by Pradip 
Ncogy iu the match against Hydera¬ 
bad. 

Subroto Porel, at the other end, 
was also bowling tightly. He dis- 



Wrun Lai drives during hia attractive 
knock of 78 


missed Madanlal 12 minutes before 
the close of play and Delhi, from 174 
for two, were 239 for six—and Ben¬ 
gal were very much back in the 
game. 

The home team’s dream of res¬ 
tricting the visitors to a below 300 
score was shattered by Kirti Azad. 
The tail, hard-hitting Delhi batsman 
scored a quick 60 (including a huge 
six off Burman) on the second morn¬ 
ing and, in the process, took his 
side’s total to a respectable 337. The 
Delhi score could have been 

higher bad not Aloke Bhattacharya 
been so alert on the field. First 

he threw in from point to wicket¬ 
keeper Banerjee who whipped off 
the bails and dismissed Surinder 
Khanna. Then he hit the non- 

•ttriker’s stumps directly from cover 

to send Itakesh Shukla back 

to the pavilion. Aloke’s third ‘wicket’ 
was Bedi’s, whom he ran out with a 
direct throw from mid-off. Great 
fielding. 

R anji' matches these days 

are mostly decided on the fixst 
innings lead. And 337, on a good 
wicket, was not a tall score to 
chase. What the Bengal batsmen 
required was to show proper appli¬ 
cation. Instead, they batted irrespon¬ 
sibly against some tight bowling and 
in the process lost wickets at regu¬ 
lar intervals. Probal Ghosh (2) snick¬ 
ed Valson to the third slip Madan¬ 
lal: Pranab Nandy (6) unnecessarily 
chased Madanlal to be caught brill¬ 
iantly by the wicket-keeper Khanoa; 
Palash Nandi (13) was dismissed by 


Wickct keeper Sambaran Banerjee dtves to his left to take o one-handed 
catch to dismuis Chelan Chauhan off Subroto Porel 





a sem of a delivery from Valson; 
Micbael Dalvi (19) was bowled by 
Madanlal while stepping out to drive 
without keeping his bead down; Uday 
bhanu Bancrjec (1) offered a straight 
catch to slips; Sambaran Banerjee (8) 
hung bis bat to an outgoing delivery 
and Aloke Bhattacbarya (1) played 
over the Unc. 

The only man who defied the Delhi 
bowlers was skipper Rajti Mukherjee, 
who stood his ground to score an 
impressive 37 and in the process, 
completed his 1,500 runs in Ranji 
Trophy matches. Raju could have 
scored more, but he was given out 
to a controversial decision. The ball 
form the left-hander Valson kept low 
to hit his left pad. It appeared 
from the Press Box that the ball 
was missing the leg stump. Raju was 
also unhappy with the decision. “I 
think it pitched on the leg-stump and 
was moving away to the leg,” he 
later said. So long Raju Mukherjee 
and Barun Burraan were at the 
crease there was some hope of Ben¬ 
gal making a match of it. But then 
Burman was unnecessarily run out at 
107. Test star Dilip Doshi scored 19 
runs to take the Bengal score to 128. 
The home team, of coursci, were 
lucky to avoid the follow on by get¬ 
ting another 28 runs for. a slow-over 
rate by Delhi. 

-While blaming Bengal for their 
dismal batting, one should also 


praise Delhi for their tight bowling, 
the most impressive of whom was 
young Sunil Valson. A bowler of the 
same pace as Kapil Dev, the 22 
year-old left-handei' moved the ball 
both ways. He was ,i tritle erratic 
at the beginning. In f.ut. he .started 
his bowling with a ‘wide’, but .soon 
settled to a line to give the batsmen 
a lot of trouble. tie ha.s the left- 
handcr’.s natural di.igonai delivery. 
But the mo.sl dangerous ball is the 
one which goes diagonally and then 
moves in (to a right-li.inded bats¬ 
man)—sharp and late This delivery 
got the wicket ot I’alash N.indy. lie 
bagged five wickets in thi' first 
innings (two more in the second) to 
give stake <i strong claim for 
lndia*.s next tour to Au.stralia. 

And, of course, there was Madanlal, 
always bowling to an accurate 

length and line, and finishing 

with six wickets in the match. 

The match was almost over by the 
second afternoon. The only interest 
that remained w.is whether Delhi 
would regi.ster an outright win or not. 
They s'cored 239 for seven before 
declaring their innings closed with a 
lead ot 420 runs. Aruii I.al once 
again was the lic-ro of his side', 
making another iinpre.ssive 60, fol¬ 
lowed by Surinder Ainarnath (41) 
and Madanlal (31 not out). Siibroto 
Porol bowled lioii-liearledly to take 
three wickets tor 48 runs. Burman 
also bagged three wickets. 



Hajii Mukherjee — captain’s knock 


To .score 421 runs in nearly five 
hours and 20 mandatory overs was 
j almost an impossible task for Ben¬ 
gal. It looked more difficult when 
llu'v lost both their opemers, Probal 
I (iliosh and Palash NaniJy, for ju.st 
three runs on tlie board. But the.n 
1 came .some fighting performances. 

' Dalvi scored 32 and Praiiab Naiidy 
an iminessive 45. Skipper Raju 
Mukherjee made 79, showing the 
.same apiJlication anti responsibility 
as in the first innings. IJdaybiiaiiu 
it.inerjee’s 48 was worthy of his 
talent. He deserved at least a half- 
centuiy. 

■|'he match was petering out to a 
, l.ime draw when it suddenly came 
I alive during the mandatory 
I overs. Barun Burman, who joined 
Dilip Doshi, was in an attacking 
mood light from the word go. He 
hit three sixes (including two in one 
ovei off .Shukla) and one four in his 
SG-minute innings of 41. He and 
Doshi added 83 runs in the first nine 
Lompulsory overs and had not Bur- 
man been uiifortunately run out, a 
greater onslaught might have been 
witiiess<‘d. Burman was the eighth 
niiiii to go at 324, followed soon by 
Aloke Bhattacbarya. Dilip Doshi, 
along with last man Siibrolo J'orel, 
contimierl the battle for survival for a 
few ovcTs more before Kirti Azad 
bowled the left-arm spinner with only 
17 balls remaining. Doshi made' 44. He 
Is now a more dependable batsman 
than what he was a year ago. 
Ptnhaps Bciigars spirited attenipt to 
sn.itch tbi‘ match started a bit too 
late 

! -M.OK DASGUPTA. Calcutta 



.4^11^ yalsm sends Palash Nandy’s middle-stump flying 




JUNIOR NATIONAL BOXING 

Officials 

trade 

punches 

'pHOUGH THE WAHRING OFFI- 
^ rials did everythiiiK to sully the 
good name of boxing, the disciplined 
Pugilists took the beating with a 
smije to save the 12th National 
Junior Boxing Cliampionships from 
being left with a battered face. 

Under the strain of comiietition 
and somewhat high expectations of 
the public, the partidpants behaved 
iu en exemplary fashion. Not once 
did they dishonour the referees’ 
judgement, and accepted with great 
sportsmanship, decisions which ap¬ 
peared to be partisan or onesided. 

Certainly, the amateurs exhibited 
great professional acumen in keeping 
at bay the official ‘uppercuts’ had 
they not pummelled without protest, 
the championships, held at Yamunu- 
nagar, Haryana’s industrial hub. 
would have well ended in a fiasco. 

While the participants boxed in¬ 
side the ring, the Indian Amateur 
Boxing Federation offidals, and 
those belonging to the federation’s 
Haryana chapter, let of a fusillade of 
’punches’ to insult each other. Their 
petty behaviour, coupled with mis¬ 
management and several controver¬ 
sial decisions, left a bitter taste in 
the mouth of those who cherish box¬ 
ing. The continuous ‘hitting below 
the belt’ by the two sides gave the 
sport a brutal and sadistic look. 

Apart from whispering scandals in 
the newsmen’s ears, the offidals in 
charge of the 16 participating teams, 
comprising 74 boxers, preferred to 
keep shut. Elespite genuine com¬ 
plaints and grievances, nobody lodg¬ 
ed a formal protest with the jury. 

The maximum they did was to say: 
“They are playing havoc with our 
boxers who train so hard before 
coming for such meets.” But before 
making the remark, the State offi¬ 
dals made sure that none of the 
lABF men were around. 

Apparently encouraged by the 
spineless attitude of the team 
coaches and maaagelrs, the ring offi¬ 
cials stopped several fights in haste 
and also allowed ‘unquaufieiT persons 
to supervise the bouts. 


supervising the bouts right from the 
start of the champiomships on 
March 6. (The lAHF Bing Commis-. 
Sion conducts the te.si twice a year 
during the junior and .senior 
Nationals. This time the test was 
conducted at Yamunanagar). 

Sensing tha.t things were turning 
from bad to worse, a few team 
coaches and managers approached 
newsmen. “They have deputed un¬ 
qualified persons to function as re¬ 
ferees and judges”, a coach from 
llaryana said. Immediately after this 
remark, a few more came with simi¬ 
lar complaints but ixdused to lodge 
a written protest. “My understudy’s 
career is at stake,” said one. 

Asked to explain, the jury mem¬ 
bers came out with vague answers. 
“It is nothing new. We are giving 
them a practical exuinination which 
forms a part of the test", said G. T. 
Murthy, a jury member from Andhra 
Pradesh. 

When newsmen demanded the rule 
book to clarify the doubts, a ring 
official, who was accused by several 
of being drunk during the bouts, 
snapped: “It costs ten bucks and is 
not available.” 


Investigations by newsmen reveal¬ 
ed that four persons had appeared 
for the written test on March 8 and 
only two of them were allowed to 
function as judges and referees. The 
others, however, sat out and comple¬ 
ted their practical examination. 

Though it could not be confirmed, 
an official from Assam alleged that 
the test was conducted by just one 
member of the Ring Commission 
while, unuer the rules, at least three 
members were required to conduct 
the test. 


TTHE SHOWDOWN BETWEEN THE 
* organisers and the lABF repre¬ 
sentatives took place when newsmen 
asked foi the rules and pointed out 
a few mistakes in the semi-finals lino 
up. “How can 1 give the draw to 
newsmen when I myself have not re¬ 
ceived it from the ring officials ?” 
shouted the organising secretary of 
the championships. “You never came 
to us for it,” countered a ring official. 
Look at their arrangements. We 
don’t even have a typist to help us 
type out the draws and other things,” 
he told newsmen. Another ring offi¬ 
cial said: “You come and see where 
we are staying. The bloody place 
looks like a whorehouse and the 
toilets are overflowing.” 


Chander, Bengal’s Deva Tamang, 
Chandigarh’s Labh .Singh and Ser¬ 
vices flyweight Nithianandan and M. 
Xavier. 

The Services boxers, who are 
being coached by Chander Narayana, 
the Asian gold medallist in flyweight 
and Subramaniam, the former fea¬ 
therweight national champion, were 
definitely better than the other 
participants in the. championships, 
ilowever, they relied more on power¬ 
boxing than on science. With the 
exception of Nithianandan and 
Xavier, others from the Services 
downed their- opponents with sheer 
power and no strategy. 

Nithianandan, who participated in 
tive championships for the first time, 
won the “best boxer” award. His 
footwork and solid defence aided by 
his ability to “lead” and “counter” 
are sure to make him win more 
acclaim. Likewise, Xavier, a pugna¬ 
cious boxer with a killer instinct, is 
well on his way 'to become a force 
to reckon with. 

A veiV important factor which 
came to light during the champion¬ 
ships was that the civilian boxers 
suffered from a “fear psychosio” 
while fadng a Serviceman. Till they 
get rid of this psychological draw¬ 
back, the civilians would keep on 
losing to the Services. 

However, the boxers who had no 
inhibitions while facing Services 
pugilists were Haryana’s welter¬ 
weight Jagdish and Bengal’s fly¬ 
weight Tamang. Though Jagdish 
defeated Services’ Satnam Singh to 
win the title, he failed to maintain 
the tempo till the third round. It is 
very essential for this bearded 19- 
year-old to get nd of nfs languid 
footwork and limited stamina. 

Deva, on the other hand, needs to 
put a little power behind his 
punches. His flutfy straight left might 
not help him for long. The 16-year- 
old son of a taxi driver, however, 
looks exceptionally graceful in the 
ring. He also banks more on science 
and has a good knowledge of the 
court-craft. 

Even George Zeller, the Canadian 
coach responsible for India’s good 
showing in ...le Asian boxing at Bom¬ 
bay, was all praise for Jagdish and 
Deva. “They are dedicated boxers 
with lots of talent,” he said. . 

Zeller said he was impressed by 
Jagdish’s dedication and seriousness 
with which he took his training dur¬ 
ing the final camp for the Asian 
boxing. 

Thus, in brief, it was the solid de¬ 
fence put up by the boxers which 
saved the championships from being 
totally marred by the official bungl- 
ings. In the end there were just a 
few bruishes and no scars. 

VINOD SHARMA, Yamunanagar 


Much against the rules, two offi¬ 
cials, one from the Services and the 
other from Gujarat, who took the 
•referees and judges’ written test 
conducted by the lABF ‘Ring Com¬ 
mission’ on March 8, were seen 


Lack of suitable staying arrange¬ 
ments and diet facilities, however, 
did not affect the pugilists’ 
fn the ring. Though the cnampion- 
ships remained bereft of any scintil¬ 
lating performance, they did bring 
to light a couple of “raw gems” in 
the shape of Haryana’s Jadgish 



iNDtAN OPEN GOLF 

Kurt Cox 
'comes 
of age' 

SUBHASH SARCAR 

PIX . NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 

I T IS CRYSTAl.-CLEAll THAT LU 
cralive pri/t: money auloiiiatira- 
]|y draws a better fureiisii licld. 
Therefore, the time has <oiiie when 
one should give a serious thought to 
the the country’s most glamorous 
golf event—the Indian Open. What 
anybody would have noticed in the 
recent championship played over the 
Old Course of the Royal Calcutta 
Golf Club (March 13 to U>) was that 
except fur a few old guards and some 
good players, the rest weixj almost 
non entities. Why ? Obviously it’s the 
money. There is no denying that the 
I'l'C is helping Indian golf in a big 
way, being the co-sponsors but othe* 
commercial firms, as many well-wish¬ 
ers of this leg rightly think, should 
come forward in enhancing the .stak¬ 
es for a reasonably better field, other¬ 


wise the (ndiain Open, is going to die 
a sad death. 

Texas-born Kurt Cox, the 1980 
Indian Ojien champion, felt that the 
money shuujd be r.iised ; "I think 
vou shouht increa.se the prize inoney 
(Cox got $ G,600) and only then you 
will gel better names. At the .same 
time, you should n‘du<x‘ the tax. It’s 
ra'.liei high,’; said Cox after his 
first-ever major triumph after a three- 
year stint in the A.sian Circuit. The 
31-.vear-olil bacledor, who beat the 
veteran Iluiinese pro Mya Aye and 
T.iiwanese Liao Kuo Chih by four 
strokes for a four-round aggregate 
of 28(>, said: “1 feel grc'aL This is the 
first big_ win in my liie. I joined the 
Circuit in 1978. I was waiting loi this 
bi'cak. _ The only othi-r times 1 came, 
near victory were in the Italian Open 
in 1978 and ‘79. On both occasions. I 
came third.” The Texan, who earned 
nearly $ 30,000 and finished 10th in 
the Circuit’s order of merit last year, 
has leant »o the second spot after 
leader Lu lisi Chuen of Taiwan in 
this year’s order of merit till this leg. 
Lu, the winner of the Philippines and 
the Hongkong Opens, has the tem¬ 
perament to fight back, but he was 
unfortunate to have skidded down to 
the sixth spot after trailing behind 
Kurt Cox by live strokes. His putting 
had been dis.isirous. However, it was 
his compatroit Liao Kuo Chih who 
took the holiday crowd by surprise 
with a splendid (iglit-back with a bril¬ 
liant S-und'T par 88 to share the 



Cox (lets a free drop on the ira 
when his ball landed in a rat hole 

second spot with Mya Ayo. The un¬ 
heralded Liao was langui.shing with 
a three over and 11 shots behind 
Cox. 

On the other hand, the Burmese 
star made, a fine recovery when he 
set the course ablaze with a fantas¬ 
tic 69 In the third round after return¬ 
ing over par cards in the first two. 
His first round card could have been 
a sub-par had he not done an eight 
on the third hole. Mya Aye’s 69 help¬ 
ed him to be seven shots behind 
Cox. 

Kurt Cox's first three sub-par 
rounds indicated that his chances for 
the title were bright. His sub par 
card of 72 in the first round was a 
shot behind the three leaders, Robt- 
as of Delhi, Ho Ming Chung of Tai¬ 
wan and Sam Torrentx; of the USA, 
but his 68-in the second, which gave 
him the lead was a shot in the arm. 
His countryman Sam Torrance 
withdrew without completing the 
second on grounds of lidispQ.sition. 
It appeared as if Sam sensed that he 
would not be able to cope up after 




playtnK four over in the first nine. 

Anyway, another American, Payne 
Stewart, returned a similar card as 
('ox’s in the second to trail behind 
the leader by two strokes. But 
Stewart had two bad rounds to ulti¬ 
mately finish 13th, while Ho Ming 
Cnung. who was seven strokes be¬ 
hind Cox after the third round, was 
luitc consistent but — under pressu¬ 
re playing along with evergreen Pet- 
•!r Thomson and Lu—finished fourth 
«n the final tally with 292. 

What was, however, the surprise 
of the championship was that the de¬ 
fending champion. Bangalore-born 
American Gaylord Burrows failed to 
survive the cut after 36 holes. With 
a very depressed look on his face. 

Burrows said : “This has never happ¬ 
ened to me since I became a pro 
seven years ago. 1 had always been 
quite high up in the li.st. I just don’t 
understand what went wrong. Pve got 
to find out before 1 play in the next 
leg whether it had been my hooks or 
my head. Tiie course has nothing to 
do with my shortcomings. It’s superb. 

In fact, the best in the Circuit.” 

Cox continued to maintain the lead 
when 1 k! brought in a score of 71 in 
the third’ to take a convincing live 
strokes lead over l,u and seven over 
foui; others. Ho Ming Chung, Tsao 
Chicn Teng, Peter Thomson and Mya 
Aye. This was a boost for him and it - 

was clear that he had a definite edge 
over the rest, but the pressure was ffm, »■- 
certainly on him. The final tussle saw 
Lu, Ho Ming and Peter Thomson in »• > 

one draw and Cox, Mya Aye and Lu Hsi 

Peter Thomson comtng out of the 9th rough 













Lu Hsi Cheun on the Sth nullah 




feag U tlie other. La Vtiin w.th a 
three under, Peter and Ho one under 
each, while (^x was eight under, Mya 
Aye two under and Teng one under. 

Lu seemed weighed down by ten¬ 
sion and nothing seemed to go right 
with him. His starting was geod but 
his putting was aweful because by the 
—^th, be was on par and coning out 
three over. He got a birdie on the 
11th and played two over on the 
Hth. But be exhibited bis class on 
the 13th, when his ball landed into 
the tank and he used a 9 iron to hit 
the pin to be two feet short of the 
cup and then hpgied it, Thomson, 
too, went out on 39 (three over) and 
played one over in the return, while 
Ho Ming played consistently going 
out on par but played one over in 
the next nine. Had his putting help¬ 
ed, he could have bettered his posi¬ 
tion. 

C OX’S START DID NOT AUGUR 
well, conceding as he did a 
stroke on the second. On the third 
be was lucky. Everyone _ had the 
impression that he was going to lose 



Mya Aye—Puffing away the tensioh 

another shot when his drive shot lan¬ 
ded in the first left tank. But 
no, the ball landed in a rat hole and 
being a crevasse made by burrowing 
by animals, he got a free drop. Since 
he could not get his stance, he was 
given another free drop. Luck was 
not with him, as his second shot lan¬ 
ded on the right of the green but a 

good chip enabled him to keep the 
seven shots lead. Mya Aye had a 
good putt on the first to be two un¬ 
der. Cox conceded another stroke on 
the 6th which gradually helped the 
Burmese. But the American was play¬ 
ing safe, not conceding . any more 
shots and till the bend, both were 
able to keep the margin, while Teng 
was one over on the 7th having play¬ 
ed two over. His second landed, on- 
the bunker and again he putted bad¬ 
ly on the 9th. 

The return saw both Cox and the 
Burmese playing well. Both puttied 







|L/5i4's Mike Krantt drives out of the 5th nullah 


well, with Cox regaining a shot on 
the 11th and Mya Aye on the 12th 
with a beautiful long putt. Mya dro¬ 
ve t6 th'e rough on the short 13th 
but made amends for a bogey. Cox 
lost a stroke on the 14th when his 
second shot went to the left of the 
green and he. could not recover, 
while the Burmese’s shot was awk¬ 
wardly placed near a tree, but he dis¬ 
played his class for a bogey. Teng 
still had putting trouble. He was 
Slitting for a birdie, but he wasted It. 
Before finishing for a sub-par card, 
Mya,Aye lost a stroke on the I5th. 
first having driven into the tank and 
then bunkered the next shot. Howev¬ 
er, a seasoned campaigner knows 
how to overcome adverse situations 
and in the Hth, he retrieved the 
stroke with a wonderful birdie, while 
O . "" 

W — 

situations. He came out safely after 
his shot landed on the 18th pimples. 
The final putt from 15 feet came as a 
fitting finale to his major triumph 
i.ater, Cox admitted that he found 


the pin placements difficult The only 
time he putted was on the last two 
holes when he was relieved of all 
doubts about his victory. 

Leading the field on the opening 
day, India's Rohtas Singh fell behind 
because of his high scores. Ultimate¬ 
ly, it was Om Prakash who turned 
out to be the leading Indian profes¬ 
sional. After the first two rounds of 
identical scores of 74, he brought a sub 
par card in the third and a course par 
card in the final round to give him 
the 14tb place in the money list as 
well as the Leslie Sawhny prise of 
Rs. 1,000, for the best Indian caddie. 

Among the amateurs, the collosus 
of a goffer, veteran Billoo Sethi 
showed that he still has a lot to give. 
H 


having returned a par card on the 
last 18 holes. Junior champion Rlshl 
Narain has potential. He was very 
consistent and everyone was satisflec 
with the performance he displayed 


Ho Mina Chuna weathers the bunker storm on the 7th 





Jjl 

Moral support — Mrs Charlie IHhtoh 
wth her hsstbond 



'Tve done tt”. Coce teem to $aa | 

snatching the second place from 
nlnne^up Alan Singh, who could on- 
fy show a 68 in the second round. As 
for champion ^nkramjit Sii^, he 
was the most Incon^tent, finishing 
second last among the 80 who sur¬ 
vived the cut (67 pros and 1,3 
amateurs). Rishrs performance 
earned him a passage to play in some 
of the Circuit’s legs, being sponsored 
by the Indian Golf Union. He lost 
to Billoo by a stroke. , 
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Sportspeopte 


Randhir, Olympic 
record-breaker 

U SING HIS OLD BROWNING 12- 
bore, R. K. Randhtr Singh lent 
the National Shooting Champion¬ 
ships a touch of high distinction 
when he bettered tho Olympic clay 
pigeon trap shooting record with a 
score of 193/200. 

"Very happy, extremely happy”, 
wa,"} the 33-vear-old Randhir’s reac¬ 
tion who mi^e straight for home in 
Dehra Dun after his record-breaking 
shout. There could be no better wav 
for an Indian sportsman tO cele¬ 
brate his Arjuna Award, which Ran¬ 
dhir will be receiving on March 31. 

Randhir had been in training since 
January in anticipation of the trip 
to the Asian meet at Manila, which 
Randhir had to miss for certain un¬ 
avoidable reason.s. The training of 
a shooter does not npian only target 
practice. At home in Dehra Dun, 
Randhir begins the day with a jog 
and ends it with a vigorous game of 
squash. ‘‘Fitness is vital”, he says, 
‘‘whatever your sport”. 

Gentle and soft-spoken, Randhir 
Singh spoke modestly about his 
great Chandigarh shoot. The right 
type of ammunition is very important 
tor a shooter, and now Randhir is 
assured a supply of Rottweil cartri¬ 
dges imported from Germany. ‘‘Rott- 
wcil ammunition is the correct am¬ 
munition, one of the best”, said Ran¬ 
dhir. *‘I shot steadily all through 
at Chandigarh for the record. Once 
I had a score of 25/25, for the re¬ 
maining seven items it was 24/25. 
So you see. I was consistently 
steady.” 

What about the conditions at Chan¬ 
digarh? ‘‘They were more or less like 
those at Montreal in 1976, though 
the Montreal range was superior.” 

The only shooter to have qualified 
lor Moscow during the ChandigKirh 
championships. Randhir is icxiking 
forward to his training in Munich, 
West (ieimany. lie hopes to get an 
invitation to train there from the 
West German Olympic Ccmiinlttee. 
The Punjab Sports Council will be 
footing the bill for his training in 
Gernrany. 

Randhir is not the type who are 
given to talking about themselves. 
Ho would rather talk about others. 
He paid a handsome tribute to 11- 
vcar-old Soma Datta. the West Ben¬ 
gal girl who created a sensation by 
bettering four records at Chandi¬ 
garh. According to Randhir: “She 
has taken to shooting at the right 
age. Shooters are at their bei«t in 
the mid-30s and Soma has got 20-25 
years to develop into a top-ciass 
shot. Very good.” 


Rawihir’* scor« iir iV3/200 Bitlhred ; 
his own Asian Games gold medal 
winning feat of 188 at Bangkok in 
1978 and also the Edmonton Com¬ 
monwealth Game's record of 186. 
What did ho think of his chances at 
Mo.scow? “I’ll try my best,” Randhir 
said, modestly. 

Soma does it again 

A long with randhir singh 

of Punjab, there wias another 
who took Chandigarh by storm during 
the recently-concluded 23rd National 
Shooting championships. She is 


smd urntTW 

rd'Wrote a$ many ai fool fUmwal 
records, 

Not yet in her teens — she was 
born on Christmas Day In 1968 — 
Sonu is India’s youngest shooter 
ever to have competed in a Nation¬ 
als. The 1976 Nationals at Madras 
was her first, when she won the deer 
shooting silver at a time when she 
was sick and running a temperature 
of 103°. 

This time Soma set a record first 
in .177 air rifle target shooting 


Astam to join politics 

A SLAM SHER KHAN, STAL- 
wart international full-back, 
has retired from hockey a bitter 
man. The bitterness was simmer-' 
ing inside him for some .years 
now, but he. decided to finally call 
it a day when “I could no icmger 
bear to sec the state of Indian 
hockey at the last Nationals” 
where he played for Indian Air¬ 
lines, the runners-up. 

Said Aslam; “Playing at Cut¬ 
tack, I 'f<dt as though there was 
no administration worth the name, 
no federation, no enthusiasm, and 
a sad fall in the general standard 
of the game. I thought I rould 
serve Indian hockey better from 
outside, not while in active hoc¬ 
key." 

Aslam is only 27. Asked if it 
was not too early for 1dm to Quit 
active hockey, he replied: “At 27, 
players are at their peak. But hav¬ 
ing received shabby treatment at 
the hands of the authorities, I 
decided to reUre.” Aslam might 
be too outspoken for. his own 
•good, “but I think Indian hockey 
will benefit by outspokeness,” 

Aslam might be sore at the 
treatment given to him by the 
authorities but “I will ever re¬ 
main grateful for the love the 
public has showered on me. It ^ 
was only the love of the piibUc 
that kept me going for so long.” . 

Aslam, who scored a orudid 
goal against Malaysia in the! l97a 
Kuala Lumpur World Cup Vdiidt 
India went on to‘win, thinks he 
had more than proved himself 
understaad 
from one 
in the Mont- 
where- 
fered its. worst 
le was 


them But he 
why he was 
podtioo to an 
real Olympic t 
Indian hodtey 
disaster. Later, 




(Captain of a young team, 
fared poorly at LaW^' ‘’They 
had then gfveo q» 'a team of 
raw, inexnmiaaeed payers, touidR: 
~ that they wero the 

atarsTTBnt inoal af, Qiie 

sQOitiaief^ 980 HpipiM ;fD9; 


Atum: uutu 9 A 4 paaif 

Aslam, who is the 
Ahmed Slier Khan, outs 
of the Indimi team 
19K Berlin Olympics^, 
to Join politlos. 
that is how I can he 
with the publie who ha^ 
me.*' He plans: to cooti 
coming eledfens 
Pradm AasenihBr' Ermh 
.stitueucy near Bhopal 





moiHdiaa. l mB 
for the poor,- imsudg 
Bhopal’s ghettoeSi 'ymo''*-'* 
mncii hodkey tatedi! id : 
is with them that- 
my. exptfience mm , " 
inmmaitieqfl hocMW' 

Ariam. who 

topes wi$ .ml. .. 

‘<lh...tenre writttih-v 

■ 'Jila 




slrttttint seriously, ubder 
the ttttelane at Mr BiWapiiva 
Chakraborlv. Mr Chakraborty not 
only gave Soma the first lessons in 
shooting, he also got her admitt^ 
in the North Calcutta RlHe Club 
where the famous Haricharan Shaw 
saw to her advancement further. 

Doesn’t it clash with her studies. 
Mpecia^llv when she has to devote 
three hours a day to target practice? 

No , smiled the Standard Vn girl, 
also an expert in horse riding, swim* 
ming and tiding. “It hardly does, 
or course. I have to miss a class test 
or two when I have to go out for 
the Nationals.” Drawing and paint¬ 
ing are Soma’s hobby. And last but 
not the least. Soma is a serious stu¬ 
dent of music. A Monun Bagian fan. 
she takes keen interest in football 
too. 


As a National championship draws 
near, Soma has to devote a greater 
number of hours to the shooting 
range each day. After her classes at 
St. Teresa’s School, Kidderpore, are 
over, she makes straightaway for 
her rifle club. 

At Chiandigarh. Randhir himself 
was all praise for the budding talent 
and not without any reason did he 
.shower his blessings on her. She has 
many more things to achieve in the 
years to come, he believes. There¬ 
fore, very few people will be sur¬ 
prised if they are told that Soma is 
getting ready for a stiffest competi¬ 
tion of her life — the 1982 Asiad. 


flSU) for the below-12s with a 
score of 315 (out of 400) bettering 
her own record of 227 set up at the 
1979 Nationals at Coimbatore. Then 
in air rifle deer shooting for under- 
12s, she killed two birds with a stone, 
her score being 89 Cout of 100). Not 
only did she break the existing re¬ 
cord tor her age group proper 
(which was 79 and set up by herself, 
also at Coimbatore), the score was 
good enough to topple the standing 
record for the under-I5 group as 
well. 

And as if that two-in-one was not 
enough. Soma decided to show some 
more of her shooting skill in the 
women’s open deer shooting with a 
score of 89. What deserves special 
mention here is that in this event. 
Soma bravely pitted herself against 
as many as three competitors who 
had taken part in Asian champion¬ 
ships and did better than two of 
them. 

Second daughter of a business 
magnate. Soma developed an affec¬ 
tion for the rifle ever since Jim 
Corbett’s adventures' (as ’rehearsed’ 
to her by mother Bela Dutta) capti¬ 
vated her imagination. She wanted 
to go out bunting with the weapon. 
Being too young for that, she had to 
be satisfied with just the chance of 
playing with a real rifle. ’That was 
at the age of five-and-a-half—when 
diildren of that age group are bull¬ 
ied with toy guns. Stmia’s interest 
in guns led her parents to allow her 


Police-public sports 
scheme 

\^EN MR J. B. JOSEPH FIRST 
Vw mooted the idea of a ‘police- 
public-sports scheme’, in March 1977, 
it was received with reactions vary¬ 
ing from smiles-behind-palms to 
downright scejiticism. A former in¬ 
ternational athlete (400 in and 
4 100 m Asian Games 1954 (Manila) 
and 1958 (Tokyo) and presently vice- 
principal of the Police Training Coll¬ 
ege in Madras, Mr Joseph was aid¬ 
ed and abetted by the then Inspectiw- 
GeneraJ of Police, Mr E. L. Stracey. 
He drew up a blue-print of his 
srheme and very soon, the first 
police-public sports meet was flagged 
off. 

Mr Joseph’s is probably the most 
unique scheme to promote sports in 
this country. For one thing, it is 
the only government agency-involved 
programme for promotion of sports 
throughout an entire State — ‘Tamil 
Nadu. And that too, the police force, 
which is truly remarkable. And 
the monetary involvement is next to 
nothing. 

Says Joseph: “You will be sur¬ 
prised how simply the whole sdieme 
is. The police station is our basic- 
unit of operation. Our first task has 
been' to motivate our policemen, on 
the need fop spiwts. Within the exist¬ 
ing infra-structure of playgrounds 
and other facilities, sports meets arc 



org.inLsed. let’.s take a concrete 
ex.iiiiple, that ol, .say, the Chingleput 
district. Now. some of the schools 
have |ilavgroiind.s that could be put 
to better use we tell one sub- 
in.spi'dor in that area that be is in 
(barge of .seeing this is done. 

“You will agree that praotJcally 
no investment i.s required for orga¬ 
nising events like beach and cross¬ 
country racy's, kabaddi, football and 
volleyball. We advise our men to 
get the coniiiiiinitv involved. Now 
take the ca.se of this particular 
school. We appro.-ich the Headmaster 
to allow us to use his football field. 
The participating teams bring Uielr 
own balls and all we do Is help 
organi.sp the tournament. We have 
the man power and the facilities for 
it. At the end of the tournament 
we give away certificates under the 
aegis of the police-public-sports 
stheiTie. This is practically our only 
expense — printing of certificates. 

“We make it a point to get the 
community of the area involved be- 
cau.sc it makes things much easier. 

11 the conimuiuty gets involved the 
attitudes of all concerned — teas¬ 
ers, parents and youngsters — to¬ 
wards sports are changed. I think 
this is the first battle you hav« to 
fight if you want to spread sports 
culture and this is one of the princi¬ 
pal objectives of the scheme. 

“At the moment we conduct al¬ 
most 100 competitions throughout 
the State every month. We try to 
organise sports competitions for 
youth in slums, we’ve had swimm¬ 
ing competitions for fbherfolk chil¬ 
dren. And I think a large part of 
our success has been in the districts: 
open spaces are no problem there 
unlike in the city of Madras.” 

“When there is invOi.cnient from 
both the police and public, what 
better public relation. does the 
‘Bobby’ need? ” 
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IRM 

Indian Rubber 
Manufacturers Ltd. 

(Und.f th. M«n.g.m.nt of Qovt. of India) 

9,11 Cr 12, Eaplanad* Manalona, 

Cateutta-700 069 Phona : 2a*9099/B007/1M2/7M2/3307 
Oram ; INRUMANS 


"Matchless Is 
strokes ahead of 
others and a 
winner always” 

Stya aamanathan Kilahnan.tha Indian 
Tannia Maaairo and hla aon, Ramaah. 
World Junior Champion, agraua. 

Th0 Kriahnans should know. They have 
been brought up on tennis courts. 

They have tried them all.* But Matchless 
tennis balls are strokes ahead of others. 
Made of the finest melton cloth used 
for making tennis balls for the Inter¬ 
national Tournament in the UK and 
the continent. Matchless has the 
perfect dimensional stability that** ' 
gives a superb bounce on any kind 
of court. 

Yes, the all-round opinion is that 
Matchless is unbeatable. It has 
been the unquestionable choice for 
Grand Prix, Davis Cup and other 
National and International Satellite 
Tournaments. Try being a winner. 

Play with Matchless. Our other range 
of tennis bails—Praktis, Googly and 
Goodshot. 
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Give your pictures a professional personality 

NAri@NAL-35 


Sprinly BC camera available at 
incredibly low price 





• Smart, sleek, perfectly 
balanced and elegantly styled. 

• High-impact ABS non- 
breakable body—the latest 
in camera technology. Extra 
light. Rugged. Easier to 
handle. 

• Greater depth of focus with 
f'2 8 high resolution lens. 
Takes needle sharp pictures. 

• High speed shutter with fast 
action ultra-soft release. 
Automatic film loading with 
National Quick Loading 
(Q.I.) system. 


• Synchronised for flash. 
Enables you to take pictures 
any time anywhere 
And remember these unique 
advantages too; 

Colour corrected and coated 
lens. Rapid programmed 
single ring operation. 
Aperture-speed combinations. 
Weather symbols for 
exposure setting. Built-in 
exposure meter. Bright-line 
finder Rapid winding lever. 
Depth of field indicator. 
Automatic exposure counter. 
Contact your nearest dealer 
for demonstration. 


NAn@NAL-35 SpnntyBC 
Professional Perfection for Amateurs 


Manufactured with West German collaboration by 

<1^ NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS UMITED 

(A Qovt. of India Cntarprlaa) jadav|>ora, Csloutta 700 032 

Out Salts Off lea at Wastarn Raglon : 

K. Parikh's House, 47, P, Oamallo Road 
Bombay-400009. Phona: 326221 GramsrVANTRA" 


Our Authorlsad 
Zonal Distributors : 


EASTERN REGION 
M/t. capital photo 
SERVICES PVT. LTD. 
40, Lanin Sarani. 
Calcutt8-700 013 


NORTHERN REGION 
M/a. A. R. DATT 9 SONS 
2-8, Alipur Road. 

Oelhi-110054 


SOUTHERN REGION 
M.'a. ORWO FILMS 
EASTERN UNIT. 

Raji Building 

147, Mount Road. Madras-SOOOOS 
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Crossword 
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ACROSS 

1 In chess, special pawn-capturing 
move (2, 7) 

5 A handrail held onto while doing 
ballet exercises (3) 

7 In association football, to conduct 
the game In the best way (4, 3, 4) 

0 A small poisonous snake (3) 

10 — Kapitai (3) 

11 Of a fieldsman'^ position In crlcK- 
et, close to the batsman (5) 

12 — way: In horse racing, to back 
to win or to obtain a place (4) 

14 Arthur —, tennis player for the 
US (4) 

19 Struck and propelled the ball 
forcibly (5) 

20 The mall-post in India (3) 

21 Grave letters (1, 1, 1) 

22 Not called in question; rtot made 
the subject of a dispute (11) 

23 Very long period of time (3) 

24 In chess, to move a piece between 
an attacked piece and its attacker 
(9) 

DOWN 

1 In cricket, bad light or rain can 
-(3. 4) 

2 In baseball, to hit a short high fly 
that can be easily caught (3, 2) 

3 Tiered platform with seats for 
spectators (6) 

4 G. R. Vishwanath is no ordinary 
batsman; he is an — (6) 

5 Hunting hares with these is a kind 
of sport (7) 

6 Race in which a series of contest¬ 
ants succeed one another, each 
covering a part of the course (5) 

8 Command to go gently or to stop 
rowing (4) 

13 Simple card-game like rummy 
(4-3) 

15 In chess, an attacked piece is said 
to be.. (2, 5) 

16 Oldest member, doyen (4) 

17 Coming, arrival (8) 

18 One who glides over snow (6) 

19 Tie-score In tennis (5) 

21 Public contest in cowboy skills (5) 

(SoluNone next week) 


Question box 


lAi)sw«f^ by Sudhit Vrtidvd 

Supama Paul, Aaansol. 

Q : What is Kapil Oev's birth date 7 
A: Kapil Dev was born on January 

6. 1959 at Chandigarh. 

Pradeep Patnalk and Arun Mehta, 
Rourkela. 

Q: When, where and against whom 
did India play her first Test 7 
A; India played her first-ever Test 
match against England at Lord’s on 
June 25, 27 and 28. 1932 which was 
won by England by 158 runs England 
made 259 and 275 for 8 wickets de¬ 
clared and India replied with 189 and 
187. 

A. Quit and M. Ghosh, Bumpur. 

Q: What Is R. G. D. Willis's birth- 
date and how many wickets are to his 
credit ? 

A: R. G. D. Willis was born on May 
30, 1949 at Sundarland and he has 
captured 181 wickets in 50 Tests 
played before going on the tour of 
Australia in November, 1979. 

Gangaram Sapkal, Bombay. 

Q : What is the difference between 
a Rubber and the Ashes ? 

A: A Rubber is set of Test matches 
to be played between two sides. The 
Ashes Is a specific name given to the 
Rubber or senes which are played bet¬ 
ween England and Australia. 

C. Madhavan, Madras. 

Q: Who was the first black man 
to lead the West Indies in a Test 
Match 7 

A: G. A. Headley was the first 
black West Indian to lead his side. 

Miss UJwala Ahire, Bombay. 

Q. What IS Zaheer Abbas's Test 
record 7 

A: At the end of India’s tour on 
February 3 this year, Zaheer Abbas 
has aggregated 2,617 runs in 38 Tests 
at an average of 40.89 with six cen¬ 
turies of which 274 Is his highest 
score. 

Chanchal, Jamshedpur. 

Q: Who IS taster—Kapil Dev or 
Karsan Ghavri 7 
A: Certainly, Kapil Dev. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 53 



Ya fWWMl IW| 

d: What ia the batUng raeord of 
Everton Weakes 7 

A: Everton Weekea of West Indies 
has In 81 Innings of 48 Tests made 
4.455 runs at an average of 58.61 with 
15 hundreds and 207 among them as 
his highest score. 

Mrs. Kusum Paraaramke, Dibrugarti. 

Q: is It necessary to start an inn¬ 
ings with the new ball 7 Cannot a cap¬ 
tain of either side be allowed to start 
an innings, with an old one — even 
if the ball Is not 75-over-old 7 

A: As a rule, yes. But If both the 
captains agree, they may do so. 


Quiz 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ R nn 11 10 hoM 

QUESTIONS 

1. Where and when was the first 
Water Polo World Cup champion¬ 
ship hefd 7 Who won It 7 

2. Who won the toss In the first 
Prudential Cup final 7 

3. Who ia the first cyclist to have 
claimed victory In both the Tour 
de I'Avenir and the Peace Race 7 

4. Who broke two world records In 
weightlifting heavyweight com¬ 
petition last year 7 What are his 
records 7 

5. And who broke three world re¬ 
cords in the lightweight category 7 

6. What is the Aslan record in 
women's discus throw 7 

7. What is the world record in 
women’s rapid fire pistol shot 7 

8. Who won the first-ever swimming 
competition across the Palk Strait 
between India and Ceylon 7 

9. Who became the first competitor 
ever to win five gold medals In 
swimming competitions in the 
Aslan Games 7 

10. What is the age limit fixed for 
participants In the Subroto Cup 7 

ANSWERS 
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Bridg 




iBoris Schapiro 


There seems no good reason why North 
South should advance beyond 3 NT on 
this week’s deal from a pairs event. With 
no long suit and only 31 points between 
the two hands there could hardly be a 
good play for a no-trump slam, and so 
most pairs thought. At one table, however, 
East tried a rather feeble psychic and 
after that both North and South did a little 
too much bidding. 


*98 
y 0 J 7 
’6 A J 10 8 
4^ J 854 


♦ K 0 10 ! 
y K 93 
0 K54? 

4^16 



i A J 4 
y A 10 5 
5 076 

4^ A K 0 3 


West dealt with North-South vulnerable 
and after two passes East could not resist 
an opening bid of one spade. South over¬ 
called with 2 NT (played by the partner¬ 
ship as natural), and North, allowing 
himself to be influenced bjj the near 
certainty that Ea.st was trying something 
raised to 4 NT. With no good excuse South 
pressed on to 6 NT and all passed. 

West -led 4> ^ and South surveyed his 
prospects gloomily. There seemed to be 
only 10 tricks, but there was the chance of 
finding a defender with Ace and another 
diamond. Then, it declarer guessed right, 
there weuld be one more trick and the 
timing would be right for a squeeze. So 
South won the lead on the table and led a 
diamond to the Queen with the intention 
of playing low from both hands on the 
next round If the Queen held. 


Everything seemed lost when <> Q lost to 
the Ace and another spade came back. 
However, South played off the last two 
spade winneis and West found himself 
in the grip of a repeating squeeze. Which¬ 
ever suit he discarded would allow 
declarer to squeeze him again with the 
newly established winner. 

Very neat - the tables were well and truly 
turned - but you can see how West might 
have done better? With values in three 
suits he might have foreseen the danger 
of a squeeze. He should have played Q 8 
under the Queen, and <> J on the next 
diamond leadi It declarer follows his 


original plan and ducks iii dummy. West 
can cash 0 A. Of course, if declarer 
makes the unlikely play of going up with 
0 K on the secqnd round, the same 
repeating squeeze as before sets in, with 
the difference that declarei now makes all 
13 tricks Still, a bottom is only a bottom 
at pairs play 

Last week's quiz West plays m five clubs 

against the lead of y K with 

WEST 4 Q 10 8 4 2 y none 0 Q 7 4 A K 

J 10 5 3: EAST ♦byQl0 74OAKJa 

42442 

To ruft and play 4 ^ vvill lose unless 
4 0 tails, while to i ross to dummy with a 
diamond and finesse 4 J '^'ill tail if ttie 
diamonds aie 4 1 ftir^ liest way to keep 
r ontrol is to lead 4 ■! I'om hand at trie k 2 
Then dummy has a trump to protect 
against another spade load and West i.s 
home whenever trumps are .3-2 


Chess 


Pr-icr Clarke 


When I hear someone described as a 
'natural player' I wondoi whether the 
intention is to be complimentary II an 
amateur is so described, then it is usually 
well meant; tor it is like saying that hr 
could have gone far it he had been able 
to devote more time to the game. Applied 
to a professional, however, it may suggest 
that he really lacks the drive and will to 
study theory and to acquire the tech¬ 
niques employed by the great masters 
Natural players will always be dangerous 
in occasional encounters, but it is doubt¬ 
ful, as more and more theoretical know¬ 
ledge is required, whether one will ever 
again make the impact that Sultan Khan 
did. 


He came to England from India in 1929 
knowing almost nothing about modern 
chess, yet m the next four years he won 
the British Championship, led the national 
team and managed to hold his own with 
many of the world's top grandmasters 
Then he went back to his native land and 
scarcely played again. Here is a game ot 
his showing his strategic powers. It is 
taken from Mir Sultan Khan by R. N 
Coles, the latest and one ot the best in 
the Biitish Ches.s Magazine's Quarter./ 


senes. 


White Sultan Khan; B'dt k Salo Flohr. 

Queen's Pawn. King's Indian Oefencr* (4th 


OiyniDiad, Praoun 1 

1 d4, KtfS; 

3 c4. BgT; 

I #4,0-0; 

7 KM2, aS; 

9 Bn 2 .n; 


1 I 

2 KtfS, gO 
4 KteS, dO 
6 BaS. KtbdT 
• d9, KtaS 
10 fS, 14 


ii^»IPtiBi«t- Iho-r . 

wilt be hard for him to build (ip'S atfong ntsek’ 
on the K side when the white King can stilt 
■“"caslle on the other wino 
11 Bf2, aS; IS aS, KlafO 

13 b4, b9 14 Kta4, Bat 

-This purely dulensive move indicates that 
flohr was alrnady despairinq o( putlmq up a 


linhl 

'l9 eS, d a c; 

IT Kt X c9, b X eS; 
19 Bn. BaO; 

21 Qc2, Rat; 

Now the King will be 
nesses on the Q side 

22 . . . Bft; 

24 Ktc4, OaT; 

2t Rabi, Ktft; 

28 Rbt. R X bt; 

30 RcO, Ret; 


It b X c, Kt X cS 
It B X cf, Ktd7 
20 B X at, R X at 
22 0 - 0 ... 

quite sale Black's weak 
need protection 

23 Rtcl, Bdt 
23 Kt X dt, c X dt 
27 Qct, Rabt 
20 O X bt. Od7 
3V Bat, Raaigna 


Falai losses were inevitable 


Compatitlon 0406. Solution next week 
Black 



How does White win more material? 


Solution to G3t0 <Themas>Walf, Karlabad, 
1023). (2QS/0/3p3p/t/1k1q3p/tb1/1P3N2/tK1 - 
Whlta to play.) The British master forced a 
draw neatly by 52 Oc3-f, 0 x c3; 53 b x c3-l , 
Kc4, 54 Kte4, dS, 55 Ktf6, Be5, 66 Kt x d5. It 
IS impossible (because of stalemate) for Black 
to queen his last pawns 

Solution to No 1012 (Rlngaltaubo). (a/4plS1 
.' 3b1 p2 / 7K / 4B3 / 383h / Opp / Oab - mat# In 

aavan.) 1 Sf5 (threat 2 S(2), BqS, 2 S x e7, 8d6 
3 Sf5, B03, 4 Sg7, Bd6, 5 Bf5 i , Kg3, 6 Bo4 and 
7 Sf5, II the KP is not phminated, Black has the 
move e6 as a defence, 

Problam No 1000. Solution next week. 

M. LIpton (Schaakend Nederland, 1968). 
(3r1b2/2Bt/1N2kPK1/lp174P3/1NSb/l/4Q3 - 7 
whlta man; S black.) 

White to play and mate in two moves. 

Solution to No lots (Oonnafly). (t/7p/SK1k/ 
tpP/l/4pB1R/l/l-mata In tkroo.) 1 B-K2 
(zug/wang), P - Kt5; 2 R - Kt3, K x P; 3 R - R3 


for unavoidable! reasons the 
numberma of 'Chess ’Competition' 
and • Problem' had to be changed with 
effect from iha issue. This wHl.be 
followed until further notice 
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SERVICE 


Solid State BT 101 


BharaifY 


DfiAMi it:Ltvi:>iuif Liniici; 


61. JATIN DAS ROAD. CALCUTTA.700 029 

Phon* : 4Z>4a40 4a'8at9 


(A Joint vontuiv with Andhra Pradaah Small Scale Industrial Davalopmant Corpn.. Ltd.) 

Head OHIca : 7-C. PHambar Lana. Udyog Mandir Na. 2 Black No. 201 0 202.2nd Floor. MaMm. Bombay-COOOIB 
Tal. No. 402012. 461723 

4taod. Offica 1BB 017B. TaehnoeraM Induttrial Eatata, Balanagar. Hydarabad-B00037 
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PR4KASH 

PADUKONE 





India and Germany 
A Model Partnership 

The partnership that grew over the lationa between an industrialiaed 
peri<^ of the last 28 years of di- and a leading country of the 

plomatic relations between India third world. 

and the Federal Republic of Germany This has again been proved by * 
has a model character for good re> the latest figures : 

I. TRADE 1978 1977 

The indO'German Trade is 

increasing considerably 

Indian Exports to Germany aRs 212.5 crores «Rs 345.8 crores 

from 1975 to 1977 increase by 62.7 % 
German Exports to India DM 86 crores DM 114 crores 

increase by 32.5.% from 1975 to 1977 

II. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

India is the biggest recipient of development assistance from the 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Upto 1978 India received m Rs 3564 crores 

For 1978/79 the additional 

sum of «*Rs 169.4 crores 

is allocated for India by the Federal Republic of Germany 
The amount of German Development Assistance given to India through 
multilateral organizations like the World Bank. UNDP. IDA. EC etc., 
amounts to an additional 45% of the bilateral assistance. 

III. CULTURAL AND ACADEMIC EXCHANGE 

The seven Max Mueller Bhavans in India completed their 21st year of 
active work for the development of closer cultural relations between 
India and Germany. The German Academic Exchange Service offers 
scholarships for technical education and for highar studies and 
creates a permanent bond between scholars and intellectuals of both the 
nations. Research scholarships in the academic field are given by the 
Humboldt Foundation to persons endowed with talent. The exchange 
of knowledge, collaboration in research projects, direct help to 
higher technical institutions are Just a few characteristics ^ this close 
partnership. The assistance given to IIT Madras was so greatly appreciated 
that they reciprocated by conferring on Federal Foreign Minister Ganscher an 
Honorary Doctor's Degree. 


THE FEDERAL RSFUBUC OF QERMAMV 
-A DEPENDABLE PARTNER 


Issued by the areas 9 in f e ww e ti e e Section of the Consuleto general 
of the Federal Republie of Oomieny. 1, Jfasdngs Faifc Road. Csl.>27* 
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^ortsworid 2 Aprn tsao 
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VOLUME n ISSUE 23 AN ANANOA BAZAR PUBLICATION Re I 



HOW I BECAME WORLD NO. 1 

The All-England Badminton 
championship winner has 
traditionally been regarded as 
world No. 1. The first Indian 
to achieve this feat, Prakash 
Padukone relates to Sydney 
Friskin and Haresh MunwanI 
his path to the unofficial 
world crown. Also ; sportsmen 
salute Prakash and the 
Indian ace’s source of 
Inspiration — hIs fiancee. 



ALLAN BORDER’S TEST 

Gul Hameed BhattI reports 
on the third and final Pakistan- 
Australia Test — the drawn 
encounter that enabled 
Pakistan to win the series. 
Also, Haresh MunwanI meets 
the Australians on their way 
back home. 



’TWAS CLOAK & DAGGER 
STUFF 

The inside story of the high- 
voltage Calcutta football 
transfer drama, by Sarajit Deb. 
Also, Chuni Goswami on the 
need to spilt the Calcutta 
Football League. 
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Vive la 
Prakash! 

P LEASE CONVEY MY 
heartiest consratula- 
tions to oilr ace badminton 
star Prakash Padukone for 
winnina the triple crown of 
badminton. The way he out¬ 
classed Liem Swi^ Kintr and 
Hartono in the All-Enaland 
championships final and 
the Swedish final respective¬ 
ly really proves his class. 
Now badminton pundits 
have to change their views 
about Prakash, wbidi they 
oxpressed when he had a 
letn time in p trlii*p nt.dtches, 
RANJAN SINHA. 
Durgavur. 

/ beg to differ 

I DO NOT SUBSCRIBE TO 
the views expressed in 
your, admktediy cxcehenl 
edjtorii.1 on thd subjeci (Jan. 
^U). I'ublic lives are always 
«pen to public scrutiny—so 
are the motives of tnose in 
the service and pay of their 
country. 

While the appointment 
and sacking of Gavaskar as 
captain seem to defy all 
logic, the pli-yer m question 
is not a littU to biame tor 
it. He ciiiose to adopt 
a rather ambivalent attitude 
to the wnoie queaiion of 
captaincy. Once he accepted 
It, the ethics of good sports¬ 
manship demand that he 
serve out his term or until 
such time as his services are 
nu longer required. Winning 
01 losing the series is not 
the point. Stepping down 
Irom the captsincy to enable 
hLs successor to gain vital 
experience for a prospective 
tour for which he makes 
himself unavailable "for per¬ 
sonal reasons" smacks of 
self-centredneu. Pla.vers 
should not be in a position 
to pick and choose the 
matches/series they will play 
and captain. One wonders 
why Gavaskar failed to carry 
his action a little further and 
drop out of the team to 
facilitate the selection of 
another opener; and the pro¬ 
spective tour having been 
called off, why wasn’t be re¬ 
appointed to lead the side in 
the Jubilee Test? However, 
since he was not, his "per¬ 
sonal reasons" should hold 
good for future tours as 
well. No captain or player, 
however good or great can 
con»ider himself to be above 


the lew. Nor should he be 
considered as such when a 
situation arises that warr¬ 
ants censure of his actions. 
Neither is any player indis¬ 
pensable. Gavaskar, in his 
illustrious career, has violat¬ 
ed just about every rule in 
the bonk, with impunity. 

As for the appointment 
of Vishwanath as captain, I 
think that was a bloomer os 
the pan of the selectors. 
Having been bypassed earlier 
on for the job, way was he 
selected now when he is in 
such poor form’/ Others not 
so favoured have been drop- 
p^ from the team with less 
reason. Wtiue it is perfect¬ 
ly true that a good captain 
may lead a losing combina¬ 
tion as easily as a bad 
captain does a winning one, 
the element of cnance play¬ 
ing a large roie in \his game 
as in much else in life, a 
capiain must possess some¬ 
thing mure than an abso¬ 
lutely terrific sense of hum¬ 
our I sic) to inspire his team’s 
performance. Vishwanath 
shoulo nave been dropped 
or have dropped himself out 
from the team. Imagine the 
greater disaster had Zoheer 
Abbas been leading Pakis¬ 
tani 

Obviously, the selectors 
felt there was no other man 
for the job but then surely 
here was the perfect opp¬ 
ortunity to groom someone 
young in years but old in 
experience who would be 
able to serve his country for 
a good many years to come. 
Even better than a batsman 
as captain is an all-rounder 
who perhaps could make up 
in one department of the 
game, should he fail In 
another. Above all, a capttin 
should be one who subjects 
himself to the sternest disci¬ 
pline before he can set about 
disciplining others and earn¬ 
ing their respect and con¬ 
fidence. Happily, discipline 
isn’t Vis!, vanatii’s failing. 

In the i ’“.ction of players 
and in the uoointment of 
captains 2' us, as other 
countries <1 “»ian for the 
future—that; ehere. our 

hope of succe. . -s. 

BER, j; TBIUS, 
tombov- 

Not correct 


I N PAGE 23 OF SPORTS- 
world (Februai'y 27) the 
caption to the group photo 
takra on the occasion 
of Golden Jubilee ceiebra- 
tioa of Indian Cricket Con¬ 
trol Board had been jumb¬ 
led up. The correct order of 
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*' jIJL lelw frwn ttie VfiAx 
lIMMr ^xlqg Ua^uc 
to tM world. In our six 
years of extstence we save 

S wn ftofti nothing to 
largest amateur box- 
. Init Association in toe 
, country. It has not been 
easy. We have had our 
moments of disappoint* 
ment and frustration 
together with our mo* 
,itients of success. But to* 
day we are mourning the 
loss that has been 
suddenly and needlessly 
Inflicted on us. 


Ours Is a poor country 
and, in it. box.ng is a 
neglected sport. So those 
of us who love the sport 
are used to neglect But 
even ao, we cannot help 
protesting today. Because, 
today, at this point of 
time, we were to pay our 
respect to Muhammad Ali 
at our own centre, 
Chetla Park. From 1874, 
When our associat.on was 
bom, We have been con- 
atantly trying to establish 
contacts with Ali. Admit* 
tedly, a small boxing 
associat.on from a poor, 
developing country, could 
hardly hope to get very 
much of either time or 
attention from Hie 
Greatest. But one acknow¬ 
ledgement, one word of 
encouragement was all we 
needed. To the 1,000 
young boxers of the 
League this would have 
been the strongest inspira¬ 
tion. « 


Up till now we could 
not raise any response. It 
was unforiunate but un¬ 
derstandable. One could 
hardly expect The Great¬ 
est to have time for all 
who. sought his help. And 
theii came the chance, of 
our lifetime; Ali was com¬ 
ing to our country. We 
started seek.ng ti.e help 
ot one and all to achieve 
what we had ' ardly dared 
dream in .e past—per¬ 



suade Ali to spend a 
minutes toi bless our bopie 
at Chetla Phrk and lay 
the foundation stone. m 
our project, a fully .euttip' 
ped civilian gym . there 
open to all lovers nf 
boxing. 

Appeejay, the sponsors 
of the All tours ovi^r* 
whelmed us with the 
generous gesture of giv¬ 
ing us. at no cost, 45 
minutes of All’s . time. Be 
would come to Chetla 
Park; speak to ua, and lay 
the foundation stone of 
the gym. We Were oyer* 
joyed to hear that Alt 
had agreed to tbs pro* 
posal. 

The Corporation of Cal¬ 
cutta, one of our staunch 
patrons, who had earlteir 
granted tQe use of Chetla 
Park as toe permanent 
home of the League, 
sanctioned Rs 16,000 to 
repair and renovate the 
faclities in and around 
the Park. The Calcuvta 
Police and The West, 
Bengal Police amed to 
add to their already heavy 
burden, the responsibility 
of total security services 
for the occasion. Support 
and sympathy was entbu- 
slastically given from the 
hignest icvet uowi^aia. 
Tnc Wesi BcngaF State 
Council of Spurts came 
forward with all support 
and co-operation. The 
Army. Border Security 
Force, numerous senior 
citizens, including eminent 
persons from the Govern¬ 
ment. cama forward to do 
all that was necessary to 
make the event a memor* 
able landmark in the 
history of boxing in thi- 
State. 

The l,000*strong League 
swung into action. No 
elTort, no expense was 


spared. We.ntft tip '• Mil 
of Ito. lS,CKMl/r.ta-««ir prci. 
Ditrgtion ppf a: pxnp 
cigtipft urith ,. mhmheto 
from pool! families, thfv 
ws» an extripnely bh^ 
Invwfment. Buf we jfg’to 
it cheerfully aiid eagerly 
—Ali was coming! 

We sat up nights to 
work oiit a reception pro¬ 
gramme worthy of All. 
We Panllv decided on, 
this: 5.2.80 Reception at 
Dum Dum Airport with a 
2.000-strong guard of 
honour. 22*25 hrs Fire 
works display. 6.2B0 Ah 
welcomed at Chetla Park 
11-15 hrs Fireworks, music 
with bands from Army, 
Police, BSF, welcome lU 
the traditional Indian 
style from 250 girls. Re- 
(xiptiun by W.B. State 
Council of Sports, Corpo¬ 
ration of Calcutta, Cal¬ 
cutta, Police, WBBL, Lay¬ 
ing of the foundation stone 
for the iirst fully equipp¬ 
ed civilian gym open to 
all.. Exh.bition boxing, 
among the best Boxers ot 
the State, with comments 
from Ali. 6.2.80 Evening 
farewell programme at 
Airport. Tickets were 
printed, posters, banners, 
welcome signs were pre¬ 
pared. Coaching and re¬ 
hearsals went On round 
the clock up to February 
1, 1980. 

AND NOW? 

Instead of getting the 
ricnest exper.ence of our 
lifetime, we are now 
vQiaug our sorrow and 
our loss. 1116 loss is nut 
only emotional. We have 
lost more tnan the Rs 
15,000/- that . we have 
i^ent from out of Our 
pudeets. And the Rs 
16,000/- spent by the Cor¬ 
poration of Calcutta. And 
the countless man-hours 


imv fatiite .lot dto a>9it# 
ifli our Stgto, Up our 



--liKf' w«f‘‘ 

sure to provkif 
fnPds to giipp^ MV^l. 
ot the long-toiitt jschemito 
that, the Lea.gw bos hgd.^ 
in mind for a. iPiur time: 
Establishing Uie first hilly 
equipped' gym for aU 
lovbrs of Itoxing, a phased 
and oranprobeasive trtin- 
ipg programme to ensure 
proper representation of 
the country in .the 1982 
Asian Games, welfare prp- 
grammes for destitute 
boxers and long-term 
training programmes for 
young and needy talents 
through BoxiOg Clubs 
throughout the State. 

Today we stand bereft 
and demoralised. To be 
hungry is bad. But to be 
hungry, led to a feast and 
then see it snatched is in¬ 
finitely worse. 

It is inconceivable that 
All, the man who bad said 
that “Sports should not 
be mlx^ with politics’* 
will allow this damage to 
be inflicted on the 1,000 
young Boxers of the 
League, not to speak of 
the many thousands of 
lovers of the spwt who 
support the League It is 
also inconceivable that the 
Government of the USA. 
the centre of world Box¬ 
ing, will remain apathetic 
to our plight. 

We love the spoA of 
box.'ng. We need help to 
revive the sport in our 
part of the world. We - 
need help to overcome the 
distress and disappoint¬ 
ment that has infected all 
of us now. And we are 
confident that you will 
respond. 

ASJT BANERJEE, 

(Hony. Gen. Secretary, 
West Bengal Booing 
League} 


the nomen .e, from left, 
will be V..h aiiath, Venkat 
raghavar .vadekar. Pankaj 
Roy, Rofoe, D. K. Gaekwad, 
Ramcband, V. Hazare, Laia 
Ainamath, Umrigar, Nari 
Contractor. Ghulam Ahmed 
and Adhikary. 

DIPANKAR 

BHATTACHARYA. 

Narendrapur. 
MR PRAKASH BHANDARI 
is only partly correct in say¬ 
ing in his “Tall Stories from 


Basketball Nagar" (Sports 
world February 6) that 
Bihar men’s team is spon¬ 
sored bv Tisai and so 
they stay in posh hotels. 
1 would like to add that 
e\en if I want to put up our 
girls’ team in hotels it will 
not be possible as the BFI 
rules do not permit girls’ 
teams to be put up outside 
the campus. 

Second, Mrs Kiran Aiit- 
pal Singh savs that she wa.s 


surprised to find even the 
Bihar girls’ team coming to 
the quarter-finals. Well, 
madam, the Bihar women’s 
team reached the quarter- 
linals in the Jain.shedDur 
Nationals also. 

A.J. ASHOK KUMAR. 

Hony. Secrelary, 
Bihar Stale Basketball 
Association, Jamshedpur 

IN PACi: 36 01 SPORTS 
world UccL'inbcr 19. 1979 


Nandini Kulkarni, the tabic 
tennis .star, has ticen descri¬ 
bed as “of the Railways’’ 
We would like to bring to 
your notice that Nandini 
Kulkarni has been in em-. 
plovmcnt with the Industrial, 
Development Bank of India*, 
since January 12, 1979 as a 
Junior Officer. 

ROMAULD A. R. PEREIRA. 

General Secretary, 
IDBI Sports Club, 
Bombay. 
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RUNNING INTO DIVORCE 

U.8.A.; A New York survey shows that the divorce rate 
among smug types bounding round Central Park la 34 per 
cent higher than that among non-runners. All that exercise 
apparently chanres basic personality traits and makes 
runners think more clearly, as a result of which they opt 
out of marriage. 

THE RECORD BREAKER 

Sri Lank* : Kumar Anandan, the Intrepid record-breaker 
has beat up another; a boxer's punch ball for mo.te than 
125 hours. The 3S-year-old Sri Lankan lawyer began this 
effort appropriately enough on Boxing Day, December 26. 
His other records Include swimming the Palk Strait both 
ways In 51-35 hours, standing on one leg for 12-47 hours, 
treadinrr water for 69 hours and twisting for 128-16 hours I 

MISS ADVENTURE IN THE GYM 

Wycombe ; Two teenagers finished a game of squash 
before closing time but were unable to leave the gym as 
the doors Jammed shut and the lights went off. The 
scantily-clad girls had no choice but to jog all night 
to keep themselves warm. The cljarers let them out the 
nekt morning. As compensation for their nocturnal mis¬ 
adventure, the Wycombe Council granted the girls a whole 
month's free squash games In the gym. 

ROLLERMANIA 

New York: Last year, skate-boards swept the U.S.A. 
This year It's skates. Central Park whirs with them, business¬ 
men commute on them, waiters serve on them, jaded 
Joggers pant for them. Mothers and prams make 12 wheel 
rigs and today's disco babies are known <o roll rather than 
rock I Physical energy-savers, however, go for motorised 
ones. 


B TELLIS 



you PiPhl'r WANT TO KBBP It 
my PIP WHATMAN KICK tT TO UB 



1 can ASSUKB YOU 1 DIDN'T 
SBCOMB S6NIOR. V/CB PRBStDBNT OF 
KBKN, MASTBRS, SMYTHB AND HARPER BY 
CONCBPINC? TWO-FOOT PUTTS ^ 



they TARB THBIK FOOTBALL 
SBRIOUSLY IN HBRB... 
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PRAKASH PADUKONE 


I RETURNED FROM JAPAN AFITR 
taking part in the second invita¬ 
tional world championshipis on Janu¬ 
ary 26. As 1 had earlier participated 
in the Nationals and at the tourna¬ 
ment in (Jopenhagen in previous 
weeks I was feeling very tired. On 
my return I found I bad to go iniinc- 
diately to Patiala for training. Since 
1 was feeling exhausted I requested 
the Badminton Association of India 
to allow me to .join the camp on 
Febiiiarv 15. They agreed, so I got 
some much-needed rest. 

We left from th« NSNIS Patiala 
on March 3 for Denmark. For some 
reason or the other the entries of 
the other members of the Indian 
team did not reach Copenhagen iP 
time. So I was the only Indian player 
to participate in the Danish and 
Swedish Opens. 

A word about my training at Pa¬ 
tiala. In my earlier matches gene¬ 
rally I found that I would play well 
up to the second game but if the 
match went into the third game I 
was tired against some, top players. I 
would be leading, only to lose at the 
end. 1 used to start well but was not 
able to maintain the tempo. Analy¬ 
sing this 1 found that what I needed 
was to build inv stamina. I wanted 
to train in such n wav that I would 
not get exhausted easily. 

At Patiala 1 started practising 
against two players at a time. That 
is, 1 would play alone on one side 
while there would be two players on 
the other side. Obviously one of them 
was near tht> net and the other was 
on the baseline. I had to control the 
.shuttle so that they never killed it. 
Also, this wav. my placements be¬ 
came accurate. Rut most important 
I had to run around a lot. So this 
built my stamina. Playing three ga¬ 
mes like this was equivalent to 
playing eight games against one man. 

I noticed that my speed on the 
court Ijad increased bv this method. 
My movements also improved. There 



were more rallies. If the .shuttle was 
even a little higbi the opponent at 
the net would kill it. So I had to be 
careful about the length and height 
at which I hit the shuttle. My phy- 
.sical fitness too improved. 

Obviously this method paid rich 
dividends because on the entire cir¬ 
cuit 1 never felt tired. 1 was able to 
last every match. And if 1 built a 
lead in the game I maintained it till' 
the very end. Also till aow I had had 
a few injuries so 1 was very cautious 
about my health and physical fitness. 

TPHE COPENHAGEN AND SWE 
A dish tournaments were held in 
successive weeks. There was a gap 
of six days between the Swedish tour¬ 
nament and the All-England Cham¬ 
pionships. So 1 felt Uut I had suffi¬ 
cient time to recover for the Wem¬ 
bley tournament. Because of this 
gap I could afford to go all out in 
the Danish and Swedish tournaments. 
Had this gap of six days not been 
there I might have not played the 
Swedish tourney. 

The Danish Open was held in 
Copcmiagen from March 6 to March 
S. It onered the prize money of 
200,Ut)U kroners. Morton Frost Han¬ 
sen of Denmark and 1 were joint top 
seeds. 1 dion't nave much trouble 
till the semi-bnals. I was sailing 
tbiougb easily, i was to play Fleming 
Delts of Denmark in the semi-tinal. 
Before 1 knew anything Deifs shot 
to a 12-3 lead. Tnat is because 1 
started shakily and gave awaj' 
too many negative points. I 
was also tense and was not 
finding my rhythm. 1 pulled myself 
together at this stage and concentra¬ 
ted inteusily. 1 Mas determined not 
to give up. 1 fought back, made it 
12 -all and went on to win the game 
at 15-12. The next game 1 took 
easily at 15-8. 

In the final 1 was to play< another 
Dane, Frost Hansen. 1 took some 
time to settle down but eventually 
won the first game at 15-8. In the 
second game. I was leading till 11. 







but Frost rooovorcd courafieously to 
make it 11-all. Then 1 iKoke tliroufth 
to be ahead by 13-11. Frost drew 
level at 13. But I was able to win 
the flame and the title at 18-13 and 
bafificd the first prize of $3,000. Of 
course this money is not given to 
the players and goes to the respec¬ 
tive national associations. But I had 
begun the circuit well. It was a ma¬ 
jor title and thus it gave me confi- 
deucc lor the hard battles ahead ol 
me. 

The Swedish Open was held from 
Marchi 10 to March 13. Again 1 had 
no cause to worry in ie earlier 
rounds. In the quarter-finals I met 
Dbani Sartika of Indonesia. Dhani 
had beaten me twice in the inter¬ 
nationals at H.vderabad and Calcutta. 
Actually 1 had just recovered from 
’flu and was not at my best in those 
two internationals. Anyway in Swe¬ 
den I played cautiously but found 
the going rather easy for me. I won 
comfoitably at 15-8, 15-10. In the 
semi-final. I took on Arbi of Indone¬ 
sia and won easily again at 15-5, 15-4. 


In fact the man who stood between 
me and the title was the great Rudy 
Hartono. In my boyhood Rudy was 
my hero. 1 had tried to model my 
game on him. I tried to pick up his 
style. I had never played against 
Win after making the senior grade. 1 
remembar playing against him in 
Bombay when I was iust 15. So 
naturally I was awed bv the occasion. 
Rudy took full advantage and won 
the first game at 15-9. 

I found that I was not getting the 
correct length on my shots. Also I 
gave awav too many negative points. 
Rudy still is a very fast opponent. 
Though he may have aged, (he is 
now about 30), he is still a force to 
reckon with. Besides, with all his 
experience if you give him a slight 
chance he is going to finish you. He 
was leading 12-9 in the second game 
when I decided to change my tactics. 

I felt that if I could engage Rudy 
in rallies it was bound to tire, him 
down. Also with his age against him, 
his stamina would be restricted. So 


I .started playing percentage badmin¬ 
ton. All I tried to do was to keep 
the shuttle in play. This did the 
trick because lludv found that the 
longer he rallied the. more tired he 
would be. In order not to bum him¬ 
self out what he did was that during 
rallies he would try and hit winners. 
But .surprisingly he started making 
mistakes in his eagerness to finish 
the match. I won the second game 
at 15-12 By now Rudy was finished 
and in the third game offered prao- 
tic.illv no resistancx;. The score in 
this game was 15-1. The prize money 
here was $2,500. 

Now with two titles under my belt 
1 was feeling great. I had got used 
to the cold Climate. I was abie to 
adjust to the shuttles. And to top 
it ail 1 had that six days of rest. 

HL ALL-l^NGLAND CHAMPION- 
ships started with ' confusion. 
The Seeding Committee decided Lieni 
Swie King was to be the top seed 
tuhuwcd bv Frost, myself and Fongob 
of Indonesia. 1 think Denmark ob- 
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Jected because their otner player 
Delfs hod to play Kiag in the quar. 
-ter-final. They felt Oelfs had a 
better record than Pongoh and thus 
should have been fourth seed. Had 
-he been seeded fourth he would not 
have to play King. Pongoh had 
made his delmt in the international 
arena onLv last .year and had just 
two victories. I really can’t under¬ 
stand how the committee selected 
him as fourth seed. It was a glaring 
error. If this seeding was maintain¬ 
ed I would have run into King in the 
semis. 

The finish protest was upheld 
and Delfs was made fourth seed. 
There is a rule that two seeded 
players of the same country cannot 
be in the same half. So this neces¬ 
sitated Delfs going to King's half. As 
per this 1 was to play Frost Hansen 
in the semis. 

Actually mv match record against 
Hansen before this All-England was 
two victories and on<> defeat and as 
such I should have been seeded 
second. But 1 didn’t protest because 
our past protests had given us bad 
experiences. I had beaten Frost In 
the Thomas Cup in May last and also 
in the Masters Open in September. 
And he beat me only at Copenhagen. 
But what I think happened was that 
because his victory was more recent 
he was .seeded .second. The seed- 
ings for the All-England, of course, 
were decided before 1 won the Da¬ 
nish Open. 

In the first round I met B. Walwork 
and trounced him 15-9, 15 3. Next 
I met Abu Bakar of Malaysia. T 
won in straight games. During the se¬ 
cond game of this match I slightly 
wavered in my concentration because 
Syed Modi was having a good game 
against Johnson of Sweden on the 
adjoining court. Modi recovered well 
from 7-14, to make it 11-14. My at¬ 
tention was diverted and I lost a few 
points. But anyway I prevailed. 

Then I ran into Hadiyanto. It was 
here that my real form started, I 
was moving well on court. I had 
speed and I was hitting the shuttle 
when and where I wanted to. I got 
into my groove. 1 was very pleased 
with my game. 

I won the first game 15-0, and the 
next at 15-10. Hadiyanto complain¬ 
ed that be was tired as he had 
Piayed two matches on the previous 
day. Another thing that seemed to 
bother him greatly was that he was 
playing with the wind and so was 
giving away too many negative 
points. I b^an to understand, the 
effect of the draft in the huge Wem¬ 
bley Stadium. I personally prefer to 
play against the wind. Because if 
you are playing with the wind even 
a slight tap can send the shuttle out. 

Sv«ul Pri was my opponent in the 
quarter-final. 1 had a facile victory 
and the score read 15-4, 15-4. Pri 
later said that he felt stiff during 
the match. Normally in the All- 
England Championships the quarter- ! 


rramm—an overhead smasn 

finals are very interesting. The 
matches tend to be very close and 
thrilling. There you sec a lot of 
iightback. But surprisingly this year 
all lh>e four quarter-finals were rath¬ 
er tame. No one was extended. 

Then came the semi-final clash 
with Frost Hansen. Now Frost has 
very good tooiwork and covers the 
court well. At the net he is simply 
superb. So 1 decided that 1 wont 
allow him to dummatc at the net. 
So 1 tried to push bun to the base¬ 
line and follow it up with one at the 
net. 1 thought it he was constantly 
running be won't be that devastating. 
After all it he was at the baseline 
and had to come to the net he bad to 
first reach and then try and kill the 
bird. 

My strategy paid off and 1 clinched 
the hrst game at 15-10. in the next 
game I rucea to a 12-2 lead. Tnen 
1 relaxed and paid the penalty. 1 
became over cautious to tuiish the 
match — I became anxious to clinch 
the issue and started making a lot ot 
mistakes and the Imal score was 
15-10 in my favour. 

In the other semi-final. King beat 
Deits. I watched that match and 
couldn’t help noticing that King was 
nut his couiident self. He was not 
very impressive. Normally King is a 
very attacking player, but here he 
was piaying safe. He was engaging 
ymseif in too many rallies. 1 was 
just hoping he would emptoy the 
same tactics against me. If' he at¬ 
tacked and played a fast game with 
lots of smashes the advantage would 
have been with him. But when be 
played safe and rallied it would suit 
me. 1 had pla.ved King four times iu 
the past and on all those occasions 
he bad won. 


B ut 1 CAME TO THE FINAL 
with a good record in recent 
weeks to back me up. I had adjust¬ 
ed to the climate and to the move¬ 
ments of the shuttle. King was 

under psychological pressure because 
1 had beaten all the top Indonesian 
players except him. 

As a result when the final started 
King was nervous and extremely 
tense. In just two services I raced 
off to a 10-0. lead. King gave away 
too many negative points and sur¬ 
prisingly I did very little running. 
Further, once I had established such 
a big lead King was a demoralised 
player and started making more mis¬ 
takes. 

This gave me tremendous oonti- 
dence. If I don’t win now I would 
never win. I realised that was the 
proper occasion for me because no 
plavcp had ever taken such a big 
lead again-st King. I was determined 
and eventually won the first game at 
15-3. 

Tn the second game. King started 
attacking and the score at one stage 
road 4-all. So I had to slow down, 
the tempo of the game because this 
was the onlv wav to-upset his rhythm. 
Mv-tactirc d"livpred the goods and I 
took a 11-4 lead. 

When the score became 13-7 sud¬ 
denly one of the Indonesian suppor¬ 
ters in the gallery said ; ‘Bad luck 
Prakash. Now King won’t spare you.” 
This kind of remark mado, me even 
more determined. The score inched 
to 13-10 as King had ' won three 
point,s at that stage. I then tapped 
the shuttle to make it 14-10. The 
next point I smashed on King’s back¬ 
hand to become the All-England 
Champ. 
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ecstasy 

Hotyv did Prak0sh*s famUy 
in Bangalore react to the 
news? OUR BANGAL ORE 
CORRESPONDENT re¬ 
ports 

A s THE EVENING OF SUNDAY, 
March 23 drew to n Ciuio. 
there was high tension at the 
Padukone family bouse at Maliea- 
waram, Banaaiore. For on that 
day, the hero ut their liouso and 
their second son. the \eisatile 
Prakash. was Koina to face ma 
test of iife in. Uie world of bad* 
mintos. As th^ shadows leiuthen* 
ed and iiffbt arew into darkness, 
some of Prakash's family nm* 
bers sat with their ears maoa: to 
the radio with th« BBC tuned 
permanently while a pouple of 
others sat next to the' telephone 
expecting the news ftom one ot 
their friends in the Frees. Eyeor* 
time the telephooe shrilled Uiey 
would pick it Up anxioudy and 
when the message was something 
else, their anxiety would mount 

Finally, ait exactLv 10.11 p.m. 
the telephone shrilled end my 
oolleague from the Indian Ej^reis 
broke the news to the expectant 
Padukone family. First to get the 
messsge was Prakash’s .youngest , 
brother, Harish. but he would not 
believe what he heard. Me is uxw 
.derstood to have told the ExptmI 
reporter: "Wait. I shall put MU 
on to my father,", and he ald> 
When Mr Ramesh Padukone was' 
told the happy news hls ra»; 
action was: '%m he zeaUy.imMt' 
Sure? Thank ^G<^ hia i» mA- 

yad." Bnv<m thgit ha couMaol 
proceed. , 

It took laie than half an hour 
for Prakash's welbWislMua to oohm 
to know of bis Muinph over Liem 
Swie King and the Padahoae 
family was flooded with people, 
while his rdatlvea (almort au 
the Saraswat families, in Bsn> 
gslore) made a baewe Mallai* 
wargm. , , ’ 

^ this time, the entire family, 
had) reooveped from the aentasy . 
andlihey spoke,aboiut thefr fnvon. 

, ritn# Xtiumph. '"Ho Wna utry ooofl* 
d^ bi^ he would npyer ley any¬ 
thing a^t King md-siiittrili^.. 


cppobcriitg him. Ylb see. 
is not-a person w 
before the matd)," •' 

Mr Ramesh p'adUkoiie'added; 
"You see how he rated King in 
your Sportaiearld aometime back, 
After the suspenlion of King we 
thought that he would bO prepiU* 
tng to come back into the j^bttuu 
and our doubts wern ooQflrii^ 
when Prakash lost fo him gt To¬ 
kyo recently. It hxiiki^ is Us 
[King’s) susp^n hArpianned 
him and Prakaah Wii am to de¬ 
feat hitn. Yet 1 beve hW ^n 
doubt! If he letBy eenjcwpid luat 
three pohtti to Xfito In ^ Arat 
eame.’Tsaitf Pgdu- 

kono. Mfs^Midye, PTrita^’a mo¬ 
ther. was luet pf : tears, ha- 

ppaato'! nrandfatonr. Mr An- 
mil'BOO. was the meet Important 
men, ' HO wu gaHanded hr hia 
grant’s hrteml! to if he was 
the hero and moved around 
M(e one de*^ Iw age. "The 
dam of the Xlato arg. tfone. Who 
^ that Kim ww uiUMatabie,*’ 
he proclaimed. FtokaalYa grand- 
moHier added: **11 is the reward 
for his dedipgtiaii. and hardwtwk. 
Nobbing elan X Mpo bo will con¬ 
tinue to play Bko tut and conquer 
the lion at Its efWBden." (Prakash 
will bo idaying in. me World Oiam- 
pionshlps at Jakarta in May). 

Hia bro^ten Miheali and Korlsh 
were aooft out on the streets to 
dtetrilwte suieets and inform those 
who did not hevo telephones. Ma- 
boah wanted to oenflrm Uie news 
and: ae to was at the Inmto Ex- 

Ue.bnd 
tpofgoas. 

_ isliid togan 
B.'grnad totoP* 

.tunl. Be 

li Mil 

kioit^bi^ f 
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Bhdnbiito'.'illap''' 

‘Hot'aiutldec :tita' 

liaito 
Ited 
We 
Tftop-' 


I said aloud : "I have done it." 
I raised my fist At first 1 couldn’t 
believe that I bad done it and that 
too so easily in .lust 28 minutes. 
After all whm you talk of previous 
winners like Kops. Hartono and 
others they conjure up an imposing 
image. 


Thu win gave me a lot of satisfac¬ 
tion as it was my first win over 
King. I felt I was not exerted. 
Immediately the Indian players ran 
onto the court to congratulate me. 
King didn’t say anything to me be¬ 
cause he can’t speak English. I won 
the £1,000. 


xne uniei neieree <» ue tourna¬ 
ment, Mr Scbeela, told me : "It was 
a great victory for Indian sport," and 
that made me feel very nice. Ind- 
dentally. Mr Scbcela had given away 
the prizes at the Danish Open earlier 
I remember him telling Frost and 
me that we should not allow King 
to win the All-England for the third 
successive time. Because if Ki:^g 
did win he would get the cup for 
good and the committee would have 
to get a new cup. “And this Is 
something we can’t afford at the 
moment,’’ he said. 

WfHEN I CAME , TO LONDON 
VV after having won the panish 
Open and Swedish Champibnship 
1 was joined by the rest of the Indian 
team. My colleagues asked for 
champagne. I provided a bottle. Mr 
Puri, our coach, forced me to have 
some. You see I am a teetotaller 
so I refused with the excuse “that I 
would drink champagne only if I wop 
the All-England title’’. Actually I 
said this just to get out of the tight 
spot. Since I thought 1 wouldn’t be 
winning I just blurted that out. 

So when I won the All-England 
title champagne weot around and 
this time there was no way I could 
wriggle out. While no one was look¬ 
ing 1 put a lot of apple juice In my 
glass to dilute the bobbing liquid. 1 
didn’t get any sensation. No funny 
feeling because the glass had more 
apple juice than champagne in it. 

There was three hours of coverage 
on TV of the badminton tournament 
but surprisingly there was not a 
Single shot of the men’s singles final. 

1 think this was because there was 
no Britisher in the final. 

After I won I was so excited that 
I cuuid not sleep till four in the 
inoming. As a child you aspire to 
be the greatest. Every time I closed 
my eyes 1 started thinking of the 
day when 1 first held a racket, tha 
iiNt tournament I pla.Yed, the first 
championship. 1 won etc. 


'There was some talk that King 
had not trained enough. This is not 
true. Mind you King did make a 
movie but that was over by Novem¬ 
ber. when he came back in January 
to win the tournament in Japan —- 
that time no one said he was not fit, 
but when he lost to me they were 
finding suitable reasons to explam 
the defeat. 


Just betore the final Frost Hansen 
came to me and said : "'njough I 
have a flight to catch soon I am go¬ 
ing to sit and see .vour match. Thu 
Is .vwr big chance, I will be sitting 
in the front row and will be cheering 
for you. Somehow ^is gesture 
toud^ me deeply — it gave me a 
lot of encouragement and confidence. 
Hansen said ; "You can do it. You 
have It in you.” And it went a long 
wa.v in re^uring me that indeed it 
^f,®_P®wible for me to become the 
All-Eogland Cbarapton. 


As told to SYDNEY FRISKIN and 
HARESH MUNWANt 
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inspiration: 



<<I AM SURE I HAVE PROVED 
* lucky for him. It’s only 
®®‘ Prakash Padukonc 
that he started wmulnc the bia 
tournaroeats like the Comiaoa" 
^«alth, the Masters and the 

Pjalla Karkal, haauce of the aoe 
badmintoa star. 


How did they meet? Ujalla 
angered; “Your know Prakash's 
father is a first cousin to both my 
mother and father. Everytinje Pra¬ 
kash played a touraament in 
Bombay he stayed with us. It was 
during these visits that we go so 
fond of each other. Prakash pro¬ 
posed a year and a half ago but we 
cuuldn t officially announce it be¬ 
cause we were both young. Also, I 
Wanted to contplete my graduatioii 
in Commerce while be wanted to 
conwiitrate on badminton. Besides, 
Prakash had an cluer brother who 
was not married so we had to wait 
till he was wedded. It was only 
last week that we put an ad in the 
personal columns of a daily news¬ 
paper announcing our engage¬ 
ment.” 


When asked about her age. Ujalla 
replied without any hesitaton: "1 
was born on August 14, 1959. Pra¬ 
kash is 24.” As to her reaction 
when Prakash won the All-England 
Championship to become the un¬ 
official world champion, she said: 
"I was really delighted. I didn't 
expect him to win and, that too. so 
easily. I was apprehensive because 
King had not participated in the 
Danish and Swedish tournaments. 
The last thing I was prepared for 
was a Victory in Just two games in 
the final” 

How did she learn of Prakash's 
win? Prakash rang up half an hour 
after the match from Wembley it¬ 
self and the first thing he said in 
our mother tongue was T have 
won’. After I recovered I con¬ 
gratulated him and asked him 
what was the score. He asked me 
if 1 had already heard the newa 1 
said no. Then he told me when he 
was returning. But the impression 
1 got was ^at he was excited and 
wanted to •: share the news 
with . t Ifio s e near ' and 
dear to him. Now I wisli 
1 dofilfi have been in London be¬ 
muse the thriH of winning this . 



major titk- lot lliu liuie , - It 
simply difficult, to describe. The 
reason 1 couido’t make It to Led- 
don was-that I had bean abroad 
just two months bade.” 

' , -,1 
On tliu day before the 
la was going in a car to an eknlM- 
tlon in Central Rorabay where the 
worked temporarily. At a rogd 

& action a police van. In.ihtte Of 
ing given the stop slfiial ay the 
traffic cop on duty there, mused 
to stop and before aavoito ' knew 
anything the van crasltcd Into Ujafl- 
la's car on the front left dobr WhirO 
the was gM |tUM8 
the car wab thtovni luiii and Vm -' 


la .was Hirowa out. fihe had minor 
under her left-oye as a re- 

IflOh-XfftUa said! 

ydu lAeot timse days. Ho 
doj^ not drink or smoke. He does¬ 
n't .1^ late nights. hates hurt- 
InC aiumne^ He - is very calm and 
,,;cO«l. If faced tdth a problem he 
'' can deal with' it In a mature man¬ 
ner, He has great respect for ci¬ 
ders* I have BO inuch to kam from 
him" Aw ktts that Prakash and 
Ut« hOp^ly ever, pfter?’ 

HAHESH MUNWANI . r' 



Sportsmen salute Prakash 


Pataud* : In my opinion Prakash's 
win I) the iinc6i i.ciiiv:»ement Ov an 
Indian in an individual ttatne. At 
ii-ast ! can't think of anybody else 
who ha.s reached so hiRh at such an 
yoiins ase. We all hope and expect 
that he’ll brinK even more honour 
for our country and Rive even more 
p.ea.sure to his fans in the years to 
tximo. 

Nandu Natekar: Prakash has 
achieved one of the greatest feats a 
b.Ktniiiiton player can dream of. He 
has been participating in the All 
Uiiglaiid Championships for the last 
four or five years, but without much 
success. Lust year, he had to pull out 
because of an injury. So this time he 
went full throttle. After winning tlK^ 
Danish and Swedish Championships, 
he was in full cry. There was no wav 
you could stop him. He reached hi 
peak — in-.-nially and phys cally — 
during the tournament. He made the 
most of all tb:' opportunities that 
came his way. A game like badmin¬ 
ton domands a higli degree of fitness 
and this is a significant contributor 
to Prakash’s success. Earlier on, Pra 
kash had two chinks in his armour. 
One was lack of stamina and endur¬ 
ance. The second was the lack of the 
additional last ounce you need to 
clinch a game because very often, 
Prakash would lead some of his fan¬ 
cied rivals only to yield llic game 
eventually. Prakash’s victory over 
King was convincing. Padukonc must 
have played high percentage badmin¬ 
ton. All this talk of King not getting 
enough training is a lame excuse be- 
cau.se if you go through the scores 
of Prakash’s earlier games, you’ll find 
he won comfortably. So let’s not de¬ 
tract from Padukone’s effort. 

Prakash is an extremely keen stu¬ 
dent on the game. He’s always learn¬ 
ing from his encounter. 1 think there 
was something wrong with the earl¬ 
ier round because, according to that. 
Prakash was to play King in the 
semi-finals itself. But in the new 
draw. Prakash was seeded third. 

In February, 1 had participated in 
the All-England Championship. I won 
the veteran doubles event and when 
we won it, I had said: “We have 
made the b ginning and now it’s Pra- 
kash's turn to finish it.’’ I am glad 
he has lived up to my expectations. 

Sunil Gavaskar: I think it’s 
truly a memorable achievement. He 
is a real champion. He didn’t drop a 
game on his way to the final. He won 
like u champion in the earlier 
rounds. King was the only top per¬ 
former he hadn’t beaten. By now 1 
suppose he has given ample proof of 
his ciiiss. People think he’s very soft 
but mind you. he can be mentally 
tough if the situation demands. I 
12 
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haven’t seen the other Indian play¬ 
ers, but anyone who ran win the 
National title for so many years bv 
making mincemeat of his rivals must 
surely possess that little bit extra in 
him. No wonder he i.s rated highly. 
The image of India jn the world of 
sports must have soared to a high 
level because of Prakash’s win. It 
was a mailer of endurance and 
stamina. It should be a m liter of 
great pride to us Indians that one 
of our countrymen has reached the 
pinnacle of glory in badminton. Pra¬ 
kash is like Borg. He does not fuss and 
takes everything calmly. The 
only difTercncc between the two is 
that Borg earns in millions while 
Prakash doesn’t. 

We should give Praka.sh a red cai- 
pet treatment. I think the whole 
country, sports lovers. State Govern¬ 
ments must come forward and start 
some sort ot Padukone fund in recog 
nition of his win. Prakash’s achieve¬ 
ments will be an iii^p ration to 
younger players. I am sorry I won’t be 
in Bombay when Prakash lands. I 
would have stayed awake the whole 
night if necessary to welcome him. 
Our achievements are nothing as com¬ 
pared to Prakash’s because badmin¬ 
ton is an individual game. 

P. K. Banerjee: 1 have always been 
a keen follower of other sports and 
have watched the progress of Prakash 
Padukone eagerly. I was quite sura 
that here was a boy who would make 
it to the highest level. And I would 


feel sorry for him when he was re¬ 
peatedly beaten by King in the past. 

Hy this great achievement Prakash 
has increased the prestige of every 
Indian. The three consecutive wins 
have proved it amply that this was 
no fluke. Many people had thought 
he would turn out to be another 
Vi jay Amritraj. I remember in 1973 
John Newcombe had written an article 
that Vijay was the most promising 
youngster around, followed by Borg 
and Connors. While the other two 
have reached their peak, Vijay has 
failed to do anything remarkable. 

Prakash, with his determination 
and tremendous lighting ability, has 
showed that we can produce world 
(hampions. In our days, in football 
w(‘ were the best in Asia; but 
Prakasli is really our first world 
champion. I, as an Indian, feel proud 
of him. 

In India, sportsmen do not gel pro¬ 
per recognition, unless the sport 
happens to be popular. We .should 
iiiak(> proiv.'! publicity of Prakash’s 
.icIiieveiiK'nt so that we will be able 
to g«;nerale enthusiasm among the 
younger people and prepare ourselves 
for the forthcoming Asian Games at 
Delhi. 

Ramanathan Krishnan: I was 
extremely happy to read in the news¬ 
papers that Prakash Padukone had 
beaten Liem Swie King to claim the 
All-England Baeftninton title. It is an 
achievement every Indian should be 
proud of. 

I do not personally know Prakash 
very well, but from what I have read 
and heard about him, it strikes me 
that he is not only a very talented 
boy but also a very dedicated, disci¬ 
plined and hard-working sportsman. 

When 1 was last in Patiala. Prakash 
was also there undergoing some 
training and I was told by many 
I people that he was a sportsman out 
I of the ordinary who takes his train¬ 
ing and workouts very scnously. 
Many people spoke about how disci¬ 
plined Prajeash is. And I am a great 
believer in discipline for sportsmen, 
both on and off the court. In Pra¬ 
kash’s case, it has paid rich dividends. 

We must all not only be very happy 
for Prakash’s remarkable record of 
winning the Swedish, the Danish and 
the All-England titles, but many 
youngsters could learn many lessons 
from bis success story. He is a model 
of dedication and discipline, with a 
good amount of hard work. I wish 
Prakash good luck to bring himself 
and his country many more laurels. 

HAKISHMUNWANI nnrnbay. 

ALOK DASGUI'IA. Calrullj 
ASHOK.KAMA1H. MjUf.is 



In last December iPri 
taken part In an 
World Cup tournameikt 
(Japan). Surpr{sionyk 
ors ut lesser eattbre 
Stevens and Kevin 
among the seeds, ]Pr 
And any place. He i 
fully At and tow to r 
King 6-lS in ^..1 
Uut this tournament ,m 
hash 4 lot psychotOgh 
realised that It was 
beat King. 

In fact, 1 have always 
Prakash the only player in 
world who was capable of b‘ 
King. He has achieved the 
anised perfection of the 
stars. That means he oatt 
the other tAterastlonal 
speed, power stamida. 
tkin tostheae,’mB'<eenitmbi 
sh^tle Is far,better,, 
anybody. His tot' 
game strata die 
Moreover, he la the di 
the world who ta fet 
and better. Morten Fro 
of Denmark is also an 
mg player but 1 don’t th 
make the higfapst |ev^. * 






mpuQh 

I cried 

P0ii9h 

Prttkash had 
talking to his taamindtH 
to concantrataon thaAP* 
Bng/and champidmditoi 
soys DtPU QHQSHitsma 
tributa to Prakashi V 

1^ raUBPHWtK WAK 
i I order. It was the eviAilit# dt 
Sunday, March 23 and I wla 
erly waiting at my faUteH 
place to get the news. It’ 
quarter to eleven at night i 
rang up a local newvapar . 

Mr Sunil Bose, thair Sports Bi 
and himself a prominent bai 
ton player of yesteryear, 
up the phone. He only sa|c . 
it is incredible.'* And I conid AM 
check my tears. 

What happens to be the dream 
ot a lifetime foi all the sportan 
m the world, haa baen achlti 
by one of our^oys< 
done what no other 

done before. Hats,off__ 

on behalf of all tba 
inlnton players in India. 
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Hero 

comes 

home 

A ll the world loves a 

lovor. Out today’s maxim is 
all the world loves a winner as 
Pi'cik.ish Padukone must have 
realised after he won the big one 
in badminton. Yet, when Prakash 
landed in Bombay the reception 
he got was not as enthusiastic as 
the one the Indian cricket team 
led by Venkalraghavan got after 
they returned from England, 'fhe 
pity is that while Venkat’s boys 
had lost the series, Prakash now 
wore the tag of the unofficial 
world champion. 

My first glimpse of Prakash was 
as he came down the ramp. Sport¬ 
ing a dark-blue checked shirt 
and light blue corduroy jeans and 
the black India blazer, with his 
hair slightly ruffled and the prize 
cup held in his right hand, Pra¬ 
kash walked down like a normal 
passenger. His nose was up in the 
air but he was down to earth m 
his d-emeanour. By no means was 
he proud or snooty. 

On the tarmac there were a few 
airline and airport officials. As 
they burst out into applause. Pra¬ 
kash raised the cup to the sky. All 
his fans, family members and 
friends were waiting at the air¬ 
port lounge. I askesd him how he 
felt. He replied: "I am feeling 
buoyant except that I am extreme¬ 
ly tired. But I am surviving for the 
moment, thank you. This flight was 
delayed by half an hour which 
means I have been travelling for 
14 hours. As it is, I haven’t slept 
much after winning the trophy.” 

Prakash entered the airport and 
the first person that greeted him 
Was his w.te to-be Ujalla. Instinct¬ 
ively the girl closed her eyes, they 
embraced each other and Prakash 
planted a kiss on her right check. 
This took the pliotogrupher’s pre¬ 
sent completely by surprise. So 
they requested Piakash to repeat 
the act. Prakash was only too glad. 
The reason he couldn’t kiss her 
on the left cheek was that she had 
some bruises under her left c.yc 
because of a recent car accident. 
Next Prakash hugged his sister 
Padmini. Somehow Padmini pre¬ 
ferred to remain in the back¬ 
ground. One imagines this comes 
quite naturally to the Fudukunc 
family. 

Then there was the usual pre¬ 
sentation of garlands and bou¬ 
quets. The Press wanted to talk to 
Prakash who readily agreed. He 
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hakash alUihlinq from the coach 
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Prakash hugs sistey Padmini 





was quite resigned to the fact that 
from now on there would be fre> 
.quent encroachments on his pri¬ 
vacy. Much as he may have want¬ 
ed to spend time with those close 
to him he magnanimously talked 
to members of the fourth estate. 

Nandu Natekar. another legen¬ 
dary name in Indian badminco.i. 
was at hand at the airport to con¬ 
gratulate the young diamp. In 
fact, irrespective of who shook bis 
band, Prakash always had that 
warm and reassuring smile on his 
face. He communicated with com¬ 
plete strangers as if he has known 
them for years. (One of the air¬ 
port officials was told by his sub¬ 
ordinates, “You know that Indian 
boy who has won the world bad- 
niinton title, he’s here.” The offi¬ 
cial said, “Is that so?" and prompt¬ 
ly shook hands with a complete 
stranger thinking it was Prakash. 
So much for our national pride 
and awareness of what’s going ui. 
I'rukasn pa.Knuy posed for the 
now regular round of photographs. 
Outside, he was greeted oy no. 
more than a hundred people. Mosi 
of them were there out of curiosity 
and assumed that “some cri¬ 
cketer was returning”. 

A word about the cup. It is 
eighteen inches high and looks al¬ 
most ordinary. It had very few 
names on it. The rules says that if 
you win it three consecutive 
times, you can keep it. Rudy Har- 
tono had pocketed it a few years 
back. That explains the paucity of 
names. But obviously it’s the aura 
and tradition that make it nu- 
mero uno on the badminton cir¬ 
cuit. 

HARESH MUNWANI, Bombay 
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Prakash talks to the Press 




Sportsworld Special 


Allan Border's Test 


GUL HAMEED BHATTI 

T he ending of the final 

Pakistan-Auslralia Test match at 
Lahore’s Qaddafi Stadium was more 
comical than the one at Faisalabad 
but it was a happy oii 4 » for Pakistan 
who ensured that they emerfted win¬ 
ners of the three-Test rubber by vir¬ 
tue of tbe aoie victory achieved in 
the first Kame at Karachi. It was 
Pakistan’s first ever series win over 
Australia in any Test rubber, at 
home or abroad, if one doesn’t consi¬ 
der their nine-wicket victory in the 
only Test match plaved at Karachi 
in 19,‘56-57 when Australia first visf- 
ted this part of the world. 

On the final afternoon of the La¬ 
hore Test. Pakistan’s youna captain 
Javed Miandad adopted the isame 
tactics as Grea Chappell’s at Faisala- 
bad, by asking his wicket-keeper to 
liave a go at the Aussies in the role 
of a bowler and kept wickets him¬ 
self. There was quite a bit of clown¬ 
ing and antics on the field as the 
Test match dragged Itself towards 
an inevitable draw. Though these 
stunts were thoroughly enjoyed by 
the almost capacity crowd, the big¬ 
wigs in the pavilion and the Board 
enclosures frowned withi disapproval. 
Tasllm Arif, naturally having his 
first bowl in Test cricket, tried to 
imitate Dennis Lillee—though not in 


speed but in every other manner— 
by taking starts from near the sight 
screen and on one occasion falling to 
the ground with a thud and then 
writhing with agony, fnaking mock 
gestures of being in great pain. It 
was all in good humour. Then Taslim 
thrilled all by claiming the wicket of 
all-rounder Graeme Beard who skied 
a catch to substitute fielder Sultan 
Rana when only one short of his 
first Test fifty. 


Azhar Khan, playing in his first Test 
match, also claimed a wicket when 
Australian batting hero Allan Bor¬ 
der pissed an off-break and Javed 
Miandad stumped him swiftLv to 
make his first dismissal in the role of 
a wicket-keeper. 

Pakistan and Australia entered the 
third and miai Test ot tne senes at 
Laflure witn the home side leading 
by one-nil. Tnera bad been overnight 
rams in Llhore when the lest started 
on iviarcn IV and there was some 
doubt over the availability ot the 
fast bowling spearhead Imran Khan. 
The visiting manager, Fred Bennett, 
had talked of the possibility of oil- 
break bowler Ashley Mallett being 
rushed o\er fr,om Australia to rein¬ 
force the team’-s spin department. 




Majid Khan —‘Man of the Series' 
for Pakistan 


A question mark also hung on the 
fitness ot hiennis Lillee. Ine great 
Aussie pace bowier, who had gone 
wicketiess at Karachi and Faisalabad, 
had been carried off the field scream¬ 
ing with pain on the eve of the Test 
maten while having nets with bis 
team. He seemed to nave pulied a 
muacie in the thigh and it was being 
said that he might miss the game at 
Lahore. Later, both the ploys of the 
visitors were revealed as a bluff to 
catch the Pakistanis off guard. Ma¬ 
llett had never been invited and 
there was nothing wrong with Lillee. 
Fortunately, the Pakistanis managed 
to see through the hoax and were 
not fooled. 

Two wickets had been prepared by 
the Board autnorilies, side by side at 
the Uaddan btaaiuiii. One was a hne, 
green-top, the other, shorn of all 
grass and almost iis smooth as the 
t'aisalabad strip. On the afternoon of 
the day before the scheduled start 
ot the Test, it was decided that the 
match will be 'Piavcd on the muddy 
pitch. The Pakistanis were not taking 
ony chanoes. They had counted upon 
Lillee being ht to play and were 
certainly not giving the Australian,s 
conditions which would favour them. 

Lillee was “declared" fit on the 
mormug of the Test match while 
Inu-an, too, passed the litness Test 
after navmg missed the Faisalabad 
encounter. The Australian side re- 



PADMA BHUSAN FOB GAVASKAR 



Sunil Cavaskar, seen aboue with Mother Teresa, was awarded the Padma Bhushan in a simple hut impresstve cere 
mnny at the Rashlrapati -Bhai mi on March 22. In the inset, the President, Mr Sanjecva Reddy, is shown pinninq 
the medal on Gavaskar. Incidentally, the flight that took Gavaskar back to Bombay the same ntqht was dtdayed 
and reached Bombay only at four in the mominq. Less than stx hours later, Gavaskar was on the cricket field 
again, playing for Nirlon in the Tnne.'i shield! 


niciined unchaniicd but Pakistan 
bro'ifihl in two new players, besides 
liuian wbo replaced Jihtesham-ud- 
din. Out-uf-fomi liaroon RasPid and 
Zaheer Abbas were dropped and 
lest caps were awarded to Azmat 
Kuna, who is a younger brother 
of tormer Test cricketer Shafqat, 
and to Azhar Khan, 24, wbo was cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan under-19 side 
which went to England in 1974. Az¬ 
mat, a left-hander, bad plundered the 
Aussie attack in the opening three- 
day game at Rawalpindi with a hurri¬ 
cane 82 for the President’s XI while 
Azhar had strengthened his Test 
claim having hit a swift 100 for the 
Puiiiab Governor’s XI against the 
Australians in the match at Multan 
just before the Lahore Test. 

T he sky was completely 

overcast, the majestic (jaddali 
Stadium outtield sported a beautiful 
green and the crowd was building 
up steadily when Javed ‘Miandad and 
Greg Chappell went out for the toss. 
Chappell made it a hat-trick as he 
called correctly once again and with¬ 
out any hesitation decided to bat 
first. 

The Australian opening pair batted 
comfortably to put up 50 runs on 
the board before an innocuous-look¬ 
ing. delivery from off-spinner Tauseet 


brushed Bruce Luird’s stumps lightly 
and the bails fell off. Kim Hughes 
was comprehensively beaten by left- 
armer Iqbal Oasim and was bowled. 
The wicket, in spite of the heavy con¬ 
ditions which resembled an English 
summer, seemed to be partially 
favouring spin and both Tauseef and 
Iqbal managed to turn the ball on 
occasions, but Wiener and skipper 
Chappell batted comfortably making 
the bowling look friendly. The two 
added 83 runs in only 82 minutes for 
the third wicket. Chappell making 56 
of them, before Imran Khan trapped 
the latter leg-before. 

Yallop was also found plumb in 
front as one from Iqbal Qasim rap¬ 
ped him on the pads. Marsh was 
bowled trying a big hit off the left- 
arm spinner and then Iqbal claimed 
his fourth wicket bv clean bowling 
Julien Wiener who was unlucky to 
miss his maiden Test hundred bv 
only seven runs. Wiener, who had 
batted authoritatively for almost five 
hours hit two sixes and 10 fours in 
his 93. 

Graeme Beard, playing in his third 
conscditive Tc.st since making his 
debut at Karachi, then joined Allan 
Border to see Au-stralia to 239-6 bv 
the day’s end. This was the highest 
total achieved by the visitors on the 


opening day of any ot the three Test 
matches. 

Only one more wicket came Pakis- 
tan’.s way on the second day. It was 
the one of Beard who stayed at the 
crease lor over two-and-a-hall hours 
helping Border add 80 runs for the 
seventh wicket. Border was at his 
best batting self. He reached his 
titty early in the morning and ham¬ 
mered all the bowlers while Beard 
.stood at the other end without mak¬ 
ing his presence felt. The two. how- 
evci, played it safe and survived the 
period till the lunch break. 

Beard was then declared Icg-beforii 
wicket off Imran Khan who bowled 
a really fiery spell with the second 
new ball. Bordei wa.s .joined by 
Ray Bright. The left-handed Border 
reached his lourtti Test century 
after 319 minutes at the orease. 
When in the eighties, he had lifted 
Tau.seef twice out of the ground. 
Ho then struck Iqbal Qa-sim for foi^ 
to reach hi.s hundred. Bright gave 
him admirable support and 109 runs 
were added to the score of 298-7 
taking it to 407. Border raced tq'his 
third fifty of the innings in only 67 
minutes and when he reached ISO 
(393 minutes, 16 fours, 2 sixes) Cha¬ 
ppell applied the clasure. Bright re¬ 
mained unbeaten too—his 26 being 







his highest in Tost crlc^cet. IqB^ 
Oasim was Pakistan's most succeas- 
tiil bowler taking 4-90. 

Left with 40 minutes batting be¬ 
fore the close, Pakistan began 
brightly with Tasiim smashing 31 of 
the 37 scored for the opening stand. 
But then one ball from ieft-armer 
Bright really turned and Tasiim was 
.snapped by Marsh behind the stumps. 

Nighlwatchman Iqbal Oasim pulled 
the first ball he received for four .but 
Mudassar Nazar (batting with only 
three to his name) told him to res- 
tiain hirii.self and play the. last two 
deliveries .safely. Pakistan were 42-1 
wlu*n stumps wore drawn for the 
second day. 

Ttuirsdav was a rest day and the 
inaU-h wa.s to resume on Friday 
which is ohseryed as the weekly holi¬ 
day in Pakistan instead of Sunday. 

R ain affected the third 

djv’.s play before lunch. So'me 
time was lost duo to a light drfzzle 
but the players quickly returned. 
Between lunch and tea, howeyer. 
there was heavier rain. A total of 66 
minuK^s were lost during the day 
The Pakistanis batted attractiyely. 
their first fifty coming in only 49 
minutes off 12 overs. The hundred 
was registeiTd in 125 minutes and 
the third fifty took only 58 minutes. 
Anothei- 67 minutes saw the 200- 
mark being posted on th^k board. But 
all this .seemed meaningless as three 
days were gone with only the first 
Australian innings having been oom- 
p'eted. Pakistan were 224-5 at the 
third day’s end. still 183 runs behind 
the visitors. 

There was a patient innings of 59 
by Mudassar Nazar, who opened the 
innings this time after having been 
relegated to the middle-order at 
Karachi and Faisalabad. His was a 
sensible knock and he looked the real 
opener that he is, playing with his 
head down and allowing bis partners 
to take strike for most of the time 
thus enabling them to play their 
strokes, The gem of the day was 
left-hianded Agmat Rana's innings of 
49. In his unblemished first knock 
in Test cricket, ho banged eight 
fours and stayed 102 minutes to get 
them. It was an impressive innings 
and earned the plaudits of everyone. 
Including thoise of Keith Miller who 
was in Pakistan on a special invita¬ 
tion from Paksitan television. Azmat 
lo.st his patience, just before lunch 
when he tried to steer Beard througli 
the gull.v getting a thick edge instead. 
Chappell made no mistake in the 
slips. For the scam bowler Beaid it 
was the first Test wicket. 

Lillee bad earlier captured his first 
Test wicket of the tour when Iqbal 
Qasiin oAnoi one to Marsh behind the 
stumps. Lillee later got Mudassar 
too caught by Yallop at mid-off. Javed 
Minndad didn’t stay very long as 
Marsh snapped him off Bright for 14. 
Wasim Raja and Ma.Hd Khan then 
to*)k the score from 177-S to 224 
without any further loss. 
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Iqbal Qasim —mosl successful 


Pakistatii bowler 

'T*HE FOUATH DAY BELONGED 
* to Majid Khan, who batted in 
all his majesty once again. Wasim 
Raja (55) left him at 270. Azhar 
Khan, in his debut Test, shaped well 
hooking furiously and cutting magni¬ 
ficently, but he too went back when 
bowled by Bright for 14 to make the 
score 29^7. Majid was joined by his 
cousin Imran Khan, and the two 
made light of the Australian bowling. 
The fifty of the partnership came in 
only 59 minutes and the hundred 
came in less than two. hours. 


Imran batted belligerently and hit 
three massive sixes, two of them into 
the crowd. Majid was in his element 
at the other end. He batted as flu¬ 
ently as ever, leaving bis home 
crowd a demonstration of his best 
batting. There were the lazy late 
glances, the almost effortless cuts 
and the majestic drives. His 110 not 
out took 282 minutes, included 14 
fours, and was the great Pakistani's 
first Test hundred in Lahore. He has 
now taken his tally of Test centurie.s 
to eight. Imran's 56 was only his se¬ 
cond 50 in Test cridtet. After 29 
Tests, be now needs only 21 runs to 
achieve the double of 1,000 runs and 
100 wickets In Test cricket. 

Majid end Imran created a new 
record with their 110-run eighth 
wicket stand erasing the earlier one 
of 56, scored by Mushtaq Mohammad 
and Saleem Altaf in the 1972-73 Syd¬ 
ney Test against Australia for the 
same wicket. 

Javed Miandad applied closure at 
the fall of Sarfraz’s unc^et when Pak¬ 
istan’s score was 420 for nine. Thus 
Pakistan kd by 13 runs. Ray Bright 
took S-172 in a marathon bowl of S6 


overs, Lillee got 3-114 whik Beard 
claimed the remaining one wicket 
for 26 runs. 

Australia began their second inn¬ 
ings 25 minutes before the tea in¬ 
terval and Imran bowkd a aenaation* 
al spell of fast bowling. Through 
sheer speed he claimed two wickets 
in three balls as Mudassar ana labal 
took brilliant catches in the slips 
and Australia were reeling at seven 
for two. Laird and Chappell then 
thwarted the Pakistanis’ designs by 
batting stubbornly and the day end¬ 
ed with the Australians at 64-2. The 
match seemed destined to end in a 
draw. 

A total of 327 runs were made on 
the final day, and the Australians 
butted authoritatively through¬ 
out the three sessions. Laird achieved 
his first Test fifty of the tour while 
Chappell got his second of the match. 
But Border stole the show with ano¬ 
ther superb display of batsmaoship. 
He scored much more swiftly than in 
the first innings and his knock of 153 
took only 209 minutes. While on his 
way to join the select band of cri¬ 
cketers with a century-in-each-innings 
of a Test match, he lofted five sixes 
and hit 16 exquisite fours. His ISO 
not out and 153 jn the Lahore Test 
gave him a tally of 395 runs in the 
threc-Test rubber at a massive ave¬ 
rage of 131.66. But Majid Khan, who 
played only two innings in the three 
Tests, returned with a batting average 
of 199. He had hit 89 at Karachi, 
didn’t bat at Faisalabad and hit 110 
not out at Lahore. Tasiim Arif, too, 
had a bafting average of over hund¬ 
red (102.33) with his 307 runs which 
included that brilliant 210 not out 
at Faisalabad. 

Border and Beard added 134 runs 
for the seventh wicket In only 106 
minutes. It was a new record, beat¬ 
ing the one of 117 by Kerry O’Keeffe 
and Rodney Marsh for the same wi¬ 
cket established against Pakistan at 
Adciaide. in 1972-73. 

r US ENDED A SERIES WHICH 
after the Karachi thriller, set 
new records in boredom, ’^e Aus¬ 
tralians were not totally satisfied by 
the conditions and Javed Miandad 
didn’t impress much as a captain, at 
least in the Lahore Test. However, 
Chappell and manager Bennett didn’t 
offer any excuses for the defeat and 
tlie Pakistanis were obviously thril¬ 
led. The tour was not without con¬ 
troversies, the condition of wickets 
at all three Test centres being cri¬ 
ticised by all quarters at one time or 
the other. 

Allan Border was the deserving 
winner of the Rs 5000 ‘Man of the 
Match’ award at Lahore Greg Cbu- 
pell and Majid Khan were richer by 
Rs 10,000 each being declared *W1U» 
men of the series’ from the two sldefc 
Wills, the makers of the Wills brand 
of cigarettes, had awarded Rs 3^000 
to outstanding players in the wee 
'Kst series. 
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drosses 
5,000 mark 

ryi MABCB 18. 1660. THE 
" flm day AuMniBa*s tbfard 
and fiaal Test afabut tbe Pakis¬ 
tanis in Lahore, Gresmy Steven 
Chappell became the 17th batamao 
ia Test history to cross he 5000* 
nm marit. Only four other Austral¬ 
ians. including his brother Ian, 
have achieved the feat 

The full list of those who have 
crossed 5000 runs indudes eight 
from England (Hutton, Hammond, 
Hobbs, Barrington, Edridi, Comp- 



Lawiy, Ian and Greg 
wd two eadi from West 
(Sobe^ Kanhai) and Indlt 
(Gavaskar, Vishwaaath). No teta- 
mon from Pakistan and. New 
Zealand have got thtt far yot. 

Greg Chappell has so far^anpediv' 
ed in 60 Tests, scoring 506S mna 
(average 55.06), udiidi tndndes 17 
centui^ Hia highest acore is 247 
not out, iriiidi he made agafnst 
New Zealand at Wellington fat 1975- 
74. The following are Greg Chap¬ 
pell’s cmnplete' mmres im to the 
Lahore Test: (Order—Tests, in¬ 
nings, not out, runsi hitfwst some, 
average, 100s, 50s and Oa)—80, 
107, iK 5065, 247; 55.05, 17, 25, 8. 

It must be me nt i o ned hena that 
Greg Chappell coold not have croa- 


"sod 

nMsIlBd, atong 
players, to ttie itostigL,, 
learn. In 1977, when .hli «ai 
Greg Chappell had announce 

retirement from Test cricket_ 

AustraUe, led by hldi, lost 
•Ashes to Mike Breariev's feoL 
In that, the drst phase of his Tmt 
career, he had scored 4097 rafts tn- 
51 Tmts. But then again, had dm. '-.'- 
played Test cridcet between d977. 
and 107880 <whea he r0h^OT»d;tft ly. 
lead Anstralin agahuft Wm ~ 
and England fia the twin 
aeries), he could lmio x 
mitesUme modi onrlior. 

CSiapppll, who now hoiw'tarphiy. fi‘ 
for a few mwe yea!rs. siioukljw 
take very kmg to raoo to the, 8000-’ 
mark. - 

RANJtTKUMAR GHOSE 






'We lost 
to the 
wickets' 

Said Fred Benett. Manager 
of the Australian team to 
Pakistan. when Haresh 
Munwani met the Austra¬ 
lian team in Bombay on 
their way back home. 

LOSING SIDE IS MORE OFTEN 
than not a dispiritt'd lot. The 
players wear grim expressions and Bennett —7 tans misquoted in PakiS' Lillee and Chappell—‘Sorry no inter- 

can be rather short-tempered. And tan' view' 

one is not shocked if they say said grumpily: “I am not supposed Most of the Australians read books 
sour things. So why should^ Greg to give interviews to the Press,” to pass the time. Chappell read Leon 
Chappell’s Australians be different? while Dennis Lillee confined himself Uri.s’ “QB VH” while M.ck Malone 
They had lost the series to Pakistan to the pages of Robert Ludlum’a browsed through Ludlum’s “The 
and things just hadn’t gone their way. “The Matarese Circle". Gemini Contenders”. 

One imagines the effect of their de¬ 
feat assumed great proportions be- The players looked jaded. Rod Fred Bennett, the manager of the 
cause they were firm favourites to be Marsh summed up the situation side, agreed to talk, lie started by 
the winners, what with Pakistan hav- accurately when he said: “We are saying: "It was an interesting tour, 
ing earlier lost to India. Chappell’s waiting to get home.” Incidentally, though we were disappointed with 
Aussies spent a tew hours in Bum- Marsh was the only one who was in the results. In the only Test match 
hay on their return journey and tend- a good mood but the fact that all where a decision was obtained, the 
ed to keep very much to themselves, bis colleagues were down in the Pakistanis played better. On that 
Some of them preferred not to talk dumps did seem to dampen his en- Karachi track they were better equip- 
to each other. thusiasm. * ped than us. They had three spinners 

As for Greg Chappell he was a while wc had only one. But there was 

This was in sharp contrast to our little irritable. He put up his hands no denying that the pitch was under- 
earlier meeting when the Aussies and said: “I have had enough of prepared. The pitches for the second 
were on their way to Pakistan. That cricket. It’s the last thing 1 want to and third Test matches were absolute 
time they were jovial. Kim Hughes talk about. But you arc welcome to batting paraoises. You couldn’t have 
and Dennis Lillee had agreed to talk talk to the manager. I am sorry, but got a result on them in ten days, 
immediately. But thia tine Hmghea please excuse me.” they were that lifeless. But the most 

Hay Briflhl, the only Australian bowler who maw some amount of success important thing for us was that we 

m Pakistan, clowns for lhi» camera under the approvinq eye of Lillee had bridged the gap. You see this was 

--thg Urst Australian side to visit 

Pakistan since 1964 — that is after 
a period of 16 years. Anyway, things 
have improved and we should have 
another scries in 1982.” 

Dennis Lillee, their main bowler, 
was wicketicss in the first two Tests. 
What was the reason ? Bennett re¬ 
plied: “Those pitches were lifeless. 
Graveyards for bowlers. Why only 
blame Lillee? Even Sarfraz and 
Imran didn’t get many wickets. So 
also Dymock. It was the spinners 
who got the wickets. Dymock was 
telling me that, comparatively, widk- 
ets in India had a good bounce and 
there was something in them for the 
bowler. Geoff should know, because 
he was very successful in your coun¬ 
try. Pitches should be fair to both 
batsmen and bowlers.” 

There was a lot of controversy dur¬ 
ing the second Test after the Austral¬ 
ians had requested that there should 
be play on the rest day as the first 
day’s game was washed out by rain. 
The Pakistanis refused on the ground 
that it was not in the terms of the 
playing conditions, Bennett mmlain- 
ed: “We were Very keen to' win. 
That’s why we suggested it. Unfor^ 
itunately, they didnH see it that/ 
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way.” But had things been the other 
way around, would the Aussies have 
agreed ? Bennett said, rather uncon¬ 
vincingly, “yes.” 

Another remark that had caused 
eyebrows to be raised was when 
Bennett had said that in his report 
to his board, he would recommend 
that the next time they have a series 
the Australian Board should send 
groundsman to prepare the wickets in 
Pakistan. Bennett retorted; “It was a 
classic case of being misquoted. 
Actually what had happened was 
that we were having a discussion on 
neutral umpiring when, in good 
faith, mind you, 1 made a flippant 
comment that we should have neut¬ 
ral curators. Now this was twisted 
around and the end result was ex¬ 
tremely painful.” 

The Australians played very few 
games outside Test matches. Also 
they bad just one build-up game be¬ 
fore the series commenced. Was it 
enough acclimatisation for his play¬ 
ers? Bennett said: “My players felt 
that it bad been a long season. First 
we visited India. Next the West 
Indies and Englishmen came over and 
now we were visiting Pakistan. So the 
boys wanted to play as few games as 
possible. Incidentally, before the 
tour commenced 1 visited Pakistan to 
'examine the Test centres and the 
general prevailing conditions. It was 
I who suggested the actual schedule 
of the matches we played.” 

Is it the end of the road for Zaheer ? 
Bennett opined: “As long as you arc 
not getting runs you can’t hope to be 
in the team. But I am very sure Asif 
Iqbal and Zaheer will stage a come¬ 
back. They are too good to be out of 
the game.” 

Going on to India’s proposed tour 
ot Australia later this year, Bennett 
said; “During the Lahore Test 1 had 
discussions with the Maharaja of 
Baroda in oonhection with India’s 
visit. I have submitted a programme 
of matches to be played. 1 can’t dis¬ 
cuss this further.” 1 remember 
Brearley telling me that too many 
one-day games didn’t allow his key 
players to get into the rhythm. Was 
the programme for India going to be 
the same as It was in the previous 
season ? Bennett said: “We are experi¬ 
menting. Itoth India and Australia 
aren’t too good at one-day games like, 
let’s say, the West IntBes or England. 

1 feel both our countries must malte 
an honest endeavour to do better In 
limited-over fames.” 

While the whole team was ffMng 
bade to Australia, Bennett was on Ms 
way to the Barbados in West Indies. 
The reason: “The West Indies Board 
asked me to come over because they 
want to know m^t has happened in 
Pakistan. They are to go there in 
November. So they wanted to consult 
me -befme agreeing to the playing 
conditions." 



PROFILES IN ENNUI: Snapped alt he transit lounge of the Bombap 
airport arg (clockwise from lefty Ray Bright resting his limbs; Yallop 
playing patience; Lillee reading Ludlum’s ‘Matarese Ctreie’; Marsh yawn¬ 
ing; Border, too, immersed in novel and Lillee opening his big mouth. 


Pin : MUKESH PARPIANI 
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For your record book 



N THE FAISALABAD TEST, CREG CHAPPEtL, THE 
‘ Australian captain, scored 235 and his Pakistani 
counterpart Javed Miandad remained not out wiQi 106. 
This, Imdentaily, was the IStlt occasion (and first 
time on the Pakistan soil) when the opposing skippers 
have niade a three-figure innings in the same Test 1%ls 
was also the third time when one of them bit a century 
and the other one a double century. 


The following is a 

complete list of captains doing 

the same feat: 

Bans 

Tast 

Orawid 

year 

H. W. Taylor (S. Afrl's) 

J. W. H. T. Louglaa 

108 

TIrat 

Durban 

1813-14 

(Bnaiand) 

119 




A. P. B. Chepman 
(Bnaiand) 

W. If. Woodrull 

131 

Second 

Lord's 

1990 

(Australia) 

16S 




W. R. Hammond 





(England) 

340 

Second 

liOrd'B 

*1938 

O. O. Bradman (Australia) 103 n.o. 




A. Helvtllo (S. Africa) 

103 

Fifth 

Durban 

1988 8S 

W. R. Hammond (England) 

lot 







Ij. HutumlShriand)- 

146 


Lord's 

'isM. 

A. Xk Haasatt (Auatralln) 

104 



P. & B. Hay (Beipaiid) 

117 

iztrd; 

Haneties- 

itw ^ ^ 




tar 


D. Jf. HcOlev (8. Africa) 

lOf n.o. 




D. J. MeOleir (8. Africa) 

120 

Jlfth 

Johaonaa- 

btirg 

issi-sa 

J. P.. Reid (N. Zealand) 

143 




B. R.-Dexter (England) 

174 

Fourth 'Hanses- 

1364 

R. B. Slmppon (Australia) 

.U1 


tor 


O. 8. Sobera IW. Indies) 

113 n.o 

Second 

Klngaton 

mr-ss 

H. C. Cowdrey (England) 

101 




W. M. Lawry (Australia) 

151 

Fifth 

Sydney 

1968-66 

0.8. Sobers (W. Indies) 

113 



O. S. Sobers (W. Indies) 

142 

Third 

Bridge¬ 

town 

1971-72 

B. B. (>>ngdon 





(N. Zealand) 

m 




R. B. Kunhat (W. Indies) 

106 . 

o 

1 

Brtdgo- 

town 

1972-78 

1. M. Chappell (Australia) 

106 0.0. 




I. H. Chappell (Australia) 

146 A.- 

First 

Walling- 

1973-74 

m 


ton 

‘ 

Bl E. O>ngdon 





(N. Zealand) 

133 




S. H. Gavaskar (India) 

'A. I. Kalll^arran 

306 

First 

Bombay 

1S7S-7S 

(W. Indies) 

IST 




O. S Chappell (Australia) 

235 

Second 

Faisalabad 1980 

Javed Ulandad (Pakistan) 

106 n 0 . 





VENEET KUMAR AGARWAL 


600 and over ^ 

A 

A TOTAL OF 600 AND MORE RUNS IN A TEST 
innings was s<;ored only 44 times out 876 Tests 
played till the Faisalabad Test 

Australia head the list with 16th time whidi they 
achieved in the Faisalabad Test TbiS was also the first 
occasion when over 600 runs were scored on 
Pakistan soil. The previous beM was SS9^ for nine de¬ 
clared by Pakistan against England ht 1972-73 at' 
Hyderabad. 


England and West Indies Jointly follow Australia 
with 11 over 600 runs each to their credit While 
England did it for the first time against Australia 
way back in 1928-29 at ^dney (636), the Caribheans’ 
first came only in 194849 at Bombay against India 
(6^ for six declared). England, however, bold the 
world record aggregite of 903 for seven declared 
versus Australia in 1938 at The Oval., West ladies* best 
was 790 for three declared against Pakistan in 19S7-58 
at Kingston. The same innings saw G. S. Sobers hitting 


an unbeaten 365 — still the highest individual score In 
Test history. 


Pakistan have scored 600 and more runs three times, 
their highest being 675 for eight declared versus West 
Indies at Bridgetown In 19ST-W. In this innings Hanif 
Mohammad tatted for 970 minutes — the kuSgest 
innings by a Test cricketer. 

While South Africa have twice exceeded 600 runs, 
(their highest being 622) for nine declared against 
Australia at Dnrbah in 1969-70) the 644 for sevM de¬ 
clared aimioUt West'Indies pt Kanpur in 1678-79 was 
the only occfskm when India achievdd the feat 

The following K the list M AsWUulia’s 600 Mod more 
runs te Test hlstorp; 


75s for S decl 

va Weal Indies 

729 tor 6 dec! 

vstaldaad 

701 

Vs England 

6S6 

va XBgiaed 

674 

vg India 

668 

va WaSt Indies 

669 for 8 decl 

va m^nd 

660 for 6 deel 

vs Emtland ' 

660 for 6 daci 

va West tndios 

646 

Vs England 

61S 

va West Indies 

S17 

va Pakistan 

6(M 

va Eaglaad 

601 for t dec! 

vs Weal Indivs 

600 for S dcel 

va WUali Indica 

m 

3a Engpkad 


J * 

VENEET KUMAR AGARWAL 


XtiiXStAn 

Lore's 
• Th« Ovst 
The Oval 
AUelsIds 
. BrldgetowR 
• aydney 
Kenchsatsr 
Brtdustwwn 
' Brisham 
syedsy 
raimUbfa 
Msiaeurno 


'iMlMNinw 
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tUil earryinf tli^ .MCC. colours 
on tfa^ tlM. hl«MB anid «we«t> 
■ew. ^^ver, .Ut«.-trutK . 
tte ‘!iw» , drojii^. 

. .'-QViin^ tmu 

or . «aall - aftHrii'- 


■;?aia..ia. .w»t -»j(wlt‘ 'M 

«- rlv - *L._ .1 ' - »'tr^ 


.'. Jmsa 10'- ii 'dwitriii^«ftt 

. in erlOkot «V 

Should MCC be'yia 
llMnt -ro^ ill. the • 

: _L-4*_i.* ■'» 


lp» 

' Involved . 

V AOment . 
(.• sigai- 
iniatratton' 


uwnt -roje III me noimniatrauon 
';of: the piu|tN^|loiAl''ti^ at eUf 

the Sprl^ pf the 

and County ^rickHJhferd mah> 
need to stir the -murincst waters. 
The seventeen Counties, plus two 
representatives from the Mmor 
Counties, and two trom MCC 
had to vote on a ndw package 
for flrst>c]8S8 critic^ in 1#80. 
Straightaway the htiopr Coun¬ 
ties decided to abstain^ feeling 
that theira waa not the thsk to 
administer the i Professional 
game, and, ■ after/. all, it was 
Susae^t wbo.had lost £d0,000 and 
and Glamorgan £60,000 in 1979. 
Before sevealing the vote from 
there on, it is worth telling you 
about the new deal proposed. 


A committee chaired by Peter 
May had become most concern¬ 
ed by ^e poor quality of Eng¬ 
lish cricket at Test level. They 
saw batsmen who looked un¬ 
likely to play long innings, and 
bowlOrs bent ‘ on containing 
batsmeif'not bowling them out. 
If ptoof was needed, they could 
point to David Gower and Gra¬ 
ham Gooch, neither of whom 
had ever had to bat for a whole 
day or even near it. Of the 
bowlers, Graham Dilley, who 
,W<nt on bis first overseas tour 
•‘ecently, surprised everyone by 
confessing tiUt he had never 
^ided M da^. 

' Englaiid, they. fel.t, required .a 
smer iMieetkm from which to 
.phoose the capfain. Why was 


Why was 


, /'-v i,-. ■■■ ■. . ■/* -A; .‘■•1.. -l ’-" 

\ ,_m;. ^ - 

''pejiaii^Uiyt' 

.^Mhvra ’ JuUf/ hnfile 'w^pdama.- 
‘gb^t' 

'' Is^herd indeed had the spimieri- ‘ 
gotie too f ,. 

■ ' I ■ • ■ ■«• * 

May’s committee eontaltUkt -0 
great deal of cricket knowwdia.': 
May hhnsdf and Ray Xiling-- 
worth represented former Eng¬ 
land captains, Former England 
players now serving in cnjckef 
'administration were Cyril Wash- 
brook; Boatg Insole. David 
Bfh^ and the chairman, -of 
selectors, Aim Bedser. (M the . 
two County, .teoretarlej, 

Smith had captmioM Waiwhdi-:; 
miie.fmd piasNd . Ehgiam: 
Tony BmwnlM li»4 GtawcefWS- 
sWjft. cricket mahager; 

emm Page ,'waa also a ^fowpef. 
player; as. win C^tarles Robblnt^ 

' the Mlddleseai committee mem¬ 
ber. ', ■ # 

All these men wanted W ahor.. 
' Ush the limitation to 106 ayeie 
ta the first innings et a threet 
day cricket match. Ther wantw 
cd the pitch covered in the went 
of any break for rain. They 
felt that greater emphasis 
should be put on winpfng a 
match by increasing the points 
reward from 12 to 10. 

They pointed out how poor, 
sides were able to contain better 
sides artificially over the first 
innings by negative, tactics 
They argued the absence Of the 
spinner in such a form of cric¬ 
ket. They wanted room for the 
young batsman in the middle' 
order to play a more expansive 
innings. They anticipated the 
emergence of captains who saw, 
more scope for manouevre and 
who would surely recogruse that 
unless they scored their runs 
quickly in the first innings, they 
would never have time to bowl 
anyone out. 

A S THE DEBATE HOTTED 
up, the alternative argu¬ 
ment came out—that the publjc 
were the most important consi¬ 
deration in professional cricket, 
which is, after all, an entertain¬ 
ment these days, and that they 
would be best sui ved by the 
eorlainiy of seeing two sides bat 
on each of the first and second 
days. Also, rarely did an inn¬ 
ings lost much longer than ‘ 100 
overs anyw,ay, on those first two 
days. 


' 'tb»vote 

acvmfcfen ONmtlea.ipllV»iiNi^fl|# 
PiK^ May rffomwas 
• vetai to i. Thera imiiiueci 

slogi hiidc to m status' 

C«nmty erldMt cwiu 
.samhi^, IMIO jrt It was ; . 


. imo ;pii it was •.. 

lMiiKttii|'g.ay|» rise td 
fle j^e e nW ^w m- al^ all 
urns' dnlF jorihuic «]t^. It 




-.ii 'the' 






mnsmwld^^' 
their Coimfiee and .tveulfi 
thmui^. to the higliw 'levels, of 
dccviioii-jhaking in .shy 
So now there ire mose who 
shout for the cenhril admifMe’: 
tratlon of first-clasa cricket ;^f0' 
be removed from Lord's and for;. 
MCC representation' to be re¬ 
stricted to the occasional com¬ 
mittee man who would be the 
link with Lord’s, the Test 

8 round. Others maintain- that' 
le very detachment of MC^. 
from the day-to-day busineis of. 
running a professional rpad’ 
show is its virtue. It can best 
help cricket to escape the vlsu- 
deviile image: it represents the 
outside opinion whicii is the 
ballast steadying the ship when 
financial losses strike the Coun¬ 
ties; it is the cool head which 
concerns Itself only with the 
uood of the game of cricket. 

Both sides make sense..... or 
do they? I can understand why 
Counties want to be responsible 
for their own affair^ but please 
explain to me—^if MCC arc keen 
to preserve cricket as I’art pour 
Vart, how did it come to find the 
May proposals unsatisfactory ? 

{Starting with this column. 
Tony Lewis will be writing a 
column regularly from England, 
written specially for our readers 
— Editor.) 
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News: National 


CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 
TRANSFERS 

^Iwas 
cloak & 
dagger 
stuff 

SARAJIT DEB 

M arch 7, igso. 10 p.m. room 

No. 524 of the Lion City lloii'l, 
Singapore. A gentle tap on ttie door. 
The occupant of the room was pacini; 
up and down inipatii^ntly wailing for 
some p 2 ople. The door half opi'iis. 
The occupant is overioyed to .see. his 
visitors but controls his einotion with 
great effort. The visilois arc let in. 
The door is closed agai.i. 

The characters arc well-known fig¬ 
ures of Indian football. The above 
scene constituted one of the many 
instances in the action-packed soccc-r 
transfer drama that look place re¬ 
cently. Never before did the tension 
of the annual drama reach such a 
height. And the temporaiy sh.fting 
of the action to Singapore lent th-- 
whole affair an unprecedented inter¬ 
national colour. The entire story, full 
of mystery and intrigue, and in do 
way less than a James Hadley Chase 
or an Alis'air Maclean thriller, is pre¬ 
sented here. 

To re-tell the .story, one must go 
back to the month of June 1979, 
when Surojit Sengupta, the ace East 
Bengal star, was the centre-piece of 
a bitter internal wrangle in the 
East Bengal Club. 

The trouble began from the day 
the Calcutta league started. Mihir 
Bose was going through a bad patch, 
but the coach insisted on playing him 
in the team. Some say that there was 
pressure from his players to include 
him. One person claims he heard 
Monoranjaii Bhattacharyya and Bhas- 
kar Ganguli telling a club ofhcial that 
they would not play unlc.ss Mihir was 
Included in the team. 

Matters came to a head In East 
Bengal’is match against Eastern Rail¬ 
way. East Bengal were struggling 
and .there was o constant demand 
from the membership gallery to re¬ 
place Mihir Base, who was not play¬ 
ing well. Midway through the second 
half, Mr Faresh Sg,ba, the fbotball 
st.O'elary requested thd .^oach, Aroon 



■lyotirmoy Sengupta—leader of opera- 
lions 


Ghosh, to take off Mihii. The East 
Bengal coach turned it down. The 
club’s general secretary, Ni.shith 
fihosh, suddenly rushed to the spot 
and almo.st ordered the coach to rc- 
platr the player. This appeared to be 
too much for Aroon Ghosh, who got 
up to leave the ground. Some of the 
former playc-rs and uHiciahs, sitting 
on the sidelines, stopped him from 
doing so. 

Wh'le all this was happening, 
Mihir sm'd nly c.ime out of the 
ground, pulled off his shirt and 
started moving towards the dressing 
room. Bui Aroon Ghosh, .Subhas 
Bhowm ck and a few others sent 
Mihir back to the field. 

Mihir later a^ked for pardon from 
the club officials as well as from the 
suppori''‘rs. He admitted that he did 
not know how he took such a rash 
step. He was so dissatisfied with his 
performance, that he thought he was 
not fit to wear the club’s colours, so 
he decided to leave the field. 

Meanwhile, a group in the club 
headed by former club strongman, 
Or. N. Das, which had lost the last 
general election, started pressurising 
the club authorities to take action 
against the, players. It was then that 
Surojit came in the fore-front. It 
wa.s alleged that he had a soft-corner 
for Dr. Das’s group. A strong rumour 
gained ground that Surojit would be 
suspended from the club on disci¬ 
plinary grounds. 

Matters somewhat subsided when 
the Indian team left for the Middle 


East in October, to play some exhibi¬ 
tion matches under the captaincy of 
Prasun Banerjce. Suruj’t was injured 
there and naturally could not partici¬ 
pate in the Coimbatore Nationals 
fully In December. The team for the 
Pre-Olympics was selected after the 
Nationals. Surojit, for some reason, 
was not In the team. 

However, Surojit was very active 
then. For all practical purposes, he 
had been suspended from the. club. 
He sought the help of Dr. Das and 
some of his muscular associates. 

Surojit had opened a dialogue with 
Mohammedan Sporting, after he had 
learnt that he was no longer requir¬ 
ed by East Bengal. Surojit, it is 
learnt, felt insulted and had no hesi¬ 
tation in going over to Mohammedan 
Sporting, and taking most of the 
players along with him. Samare.sh 
Choudhury is said to have extended 
a hand of frit ndship and the two 
then planned the whole alfair. 

Sensing that something was cook¬ 
ing, Mr. Jvotirmoy Sengupta, a well- 
wisher of the East Bengal Club, went 
to Bangalore, where the Indian team 
was undergoing train ng be¬ 
fore leaving for the Singapore Pre- 
Olympics lournament. Mr. *- 00 - 
gupta’s mission was to recruit new 
players and make .sure that the play¬ 
ers already in the team did not 
leave the club. 

He approached Prasun Banerjee. 
who told him that he would not de¬ 
cide anything until he returned to 
Calcutta. But he reportedly paid an 
advance to Bhaskar and Shabbir. 
who assured him that they will stay 
in the team. 

The scene shifted to Singapore, 
when suddenly one fine day, the 
Indian players found Surojit .Sen¬ 
gupta had arrived with afi official of 
Mohammedan Sporting, someone 
called Tahir. But he had not gone 
there as an ordinary person to watch 



SMibbir—providing Bombay haven 27 
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the notches, he had kouc m 
the capacity of a ropui tcr of a Ben¬ 
gali sports magazine which had not 
come out till then. 

lie managed to contact the play- 
f'rs of East Bengal, namely, Shabbir 
All, Bliaskar Ganguli, Munoranjan 
Bhatlacharya and Devraj. In the be¬ 
ginning he had booked himself in 
another hotel, but when he found that 
the players' were staying at the Lion 
City Hotel, he also moved in. His 
room number was 524. It was there 
that the secret meetings took place. 

S ENS'NG THE DANGER. MR. 

Jyotirmoy S''ngupta and Mr. 
Ghosh, the son of East Bengal’s gene¬ 
ral secretary, Nishith Ghosh, flew 
over to Singapore in order to con¬ 
vince the players not to change col¬ 
ours, and to explore the chances of 
netting other players. They managed 
to contact tlic Mohun Bagan players, 
Prasun, Manasii Bhatlacharya, Xav¬ 
ier Pius and Shyamal Banerjee, but 
they could not get across to the East 
Bengal players. 

They came to know that Monoraii- 
jan and Bliaskar were staying toge¬ 
ther in room nuinbei 604, in tlio Lion 
City Hotel. Whenever they called, 
whoever picked up tlw phone told 
them that Bliaskar and Monoran.jan 
were not there (then who was pick¬ 
ing the phone?). They then told a 
Icnsman, Ashis Das, to contact the 
players for them, but it was u-seless, 
for the players were bent upon not 
meeting them. 

Surojit’s stay in Singapore, on the 
other hand, proved very fiuitful for 
lie was able to convince most of the 
players to go along with him to Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting. Realising that 
they would nut be able to keep their 
players, Mr. Sengnpta and his asso¬ 
ciate offered lucrative offers to the 
Mohun Bagan players. But none of 
the Mohun Bagan players commit¬ 
ted themselves, fobbing off Mr. 
Sengupta with: “f.et us go back 
to Calcutta. We’ll decide then.” A 
disappointed Mr. Sengupta came 
back on March 9. Surojit followed 
the next day. 

The Indian team was still in Singa¬ 
pore meanwhile, and the drama 
hadn’t ended. One day, Monoranjan 
received a telegram stating that liis 
mother was ill. and he should return 
immediately. But the assistant coach, 
.Tarnail Singh, an ex-plaver of Mohun 
Bagan told Monoranjan that the 
wire had nothing to do with his 
mother’s illness. The transfer season 
is on, something must b? wrong some¬ 
where, and that is why the telegram. 

After the Pre-Olympic tournament 
finished on March 12, the Indian 
team left for Indonesia to play a 
couple of cxh'bition matches. .But 
Monoranjan did not go He chose to 
come back to Calcutta. When he 
landed at the Madras Airport, he saw 
the new East Bengal captain Satyajit j 
Mitra along with some of the olli- i 


Wonder 
that is 
Calcutta 
football 

L ast year an asikologer 

of Central Calcutta predicted 
that Mohun Bagan would win the 
senior division soccer league title. 
He stuck to his prediction even 
though, on paper, East Bengal was 
the .stronger team. And Mohun 
Bagan did win the kague honours. 

But perhaps even that astrologer 
—or any other for that matter— 
would not have dared make anv 



Gaiitam-Sudhir—no mare together 


forecast about Calcutta’s annual 
soccer transfer. Not only do Hie 
star players themselves make the 
strangest possible moves—^it Ls as 
difficult to read their minds in ad¬ 
vance as it is to read a woman’s 
—It appears nothing is unfair In 
love, war and soccer transfer. A 
player who might have some re¬ 
servations against a particular 
coach can readily jump to a club 
despite the coach’s presence there, 
as brothers or bosom friends part 
company and play for dilferent 
clubs. Really, this ’transfer’ busi¬ 
ness works wonders. It creates 
new gulfs as well as closes old 
ones. Aii this m kes Calcutta foot-, 
ball what it is. For a trip through 
this iVondcrland, read on. 

DILIP PALIT’S switch-over 
to East Bengal provided the anti¬ 
climax of this year’s sorcer trans¬ 
fer. It was never imagined that 
Djjip would don the colours of 
East B-'ngal because the person 
with whom he had clashed last 


year, P. K. Banerje«, his cimdi.r 
will be coaching East Bengat this 
year. Second. Dilip plays at left- 
back. a position in which Best 
Bengal have their skipper design, 
n.ite Sityaj't MPra. So on. March 
24. when D'lip slgne;l in favour of 
East B-'ngal, the soccer-CKUQf 
public of Calcutta were non-phui- 
aed. DiUp had been practising 
with the Mohun Bagan players In 
the previous week and none of his 
team-mates had an inkling as to 
what was in his m’nd. 


After signing for East Bengal, 
Dilip said: ‘Tm forced to leave 
the club that I joined in 1975, and 
with that (’ll have to forget the 
loys and sorrows I had during my 
slay. Last year, during the foot-. 
ball season. I was involved In some 
controversy with the club coach, 
P: K. Banericc. for which I was 



forced to sit on the sidelines for 
ino.st of the matches. There was 
no proper settlement of the issue, 
for which Pradipda felt insulted 
and left the club, I have no hesi¬ 
tation in sa.ving that I was mainly 
responsible for the d’spute. 
Pradipda is my teacher and guar¬ 
dian. I’m ashamed of being the 
cause of the unfortunate ind-dent. 
Today, I repent for my mistake.” 


When P. K Banerjee was asked 
about the transfer of DiUp, he 
said : ‘T’ve said it before ard I’m 
saying it again, that I’U never 
tolerate indiscipb'ne. But (the 
Dilip Palit somrrsault) this Idnd 
of thing *has happened in my 
career many times. I took back 
Subhas Bhowmick, Gautam Sarkar, 
when they were not wanted by 
anybody. I do not like to hit some¬ 
one when he is down. Dilip 
came to me and asked me tn for¬ 
give him. I did. After all, he baa 
donned India colours. 



c]iW«U biibM tgrttd 

i\|jNjcli to torow hfm out of tha 
^ do«» oot oboir 
s^fti^l^.rm'Aafd htiq th»t to no 

'■ Otot, Md (f ho 

^prl^rdiaciy, I have nothioa to 
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and ctoM ovtt* to tha - 
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if^uh Bafhd rocaived ua dfaty 
Md of tha sttok. 

..FEBHUARy IT. 


portant officials of Mohammedan 
hportlnf asked Ashok Chaki-avarty 
to coma to the club tent to discuss 
with him tha prospect of Ashok's 
staying on in the ^b. “Tbto told 
2?* Will be having a good. 

this year fnd ttiat J should 
also stay In the club. 
terms and agreement would be 
Wwked upon on the 25th’*, Ashok 
relgt^. 'In the meantime, I got 
an offer from Mohun Hagan to 
join them. Mannada (Sailan 
Manna) came to me and asked me 
to Join them. Hut at that time I 
did not give him my final woi^ 

1 wanted to speak with the Mohsim* 
medan Sporting officials first", he 
added. 

"On the 25tb, thw took me to 
toeir president, Brian RanderiaA 
'"'**■* I wantod. 

I told them that all that I wanted 
was what, I deserved—..the cap¬ 
taincy. After all I was the senior- 
most player of the club and I 
thought I should not be deprived 
of the position this time (last year 
I was to be made the captain, but 
when the club officials told me 
that they wanted to make Habibda 
the captain, I did not protest, for 
after aH, Habibda is a very senior 
player). But they told me point 
blank that Jn their club there was 
no such thing as seniority. It 
toeras the president was offended 
by what I said and they did not 
contatf me after that.. Weil, I 
have ho grades,'for'Mohun Hagan 
is a much bigger club and I had 
always wanted to play iif a big 
club. At this moment 1 do not 
know what 1 would have done if 
they had offered nm the captaincy, 
whether-to.il* 9 ^th tlwm or Jolil 
Mohuh atolf*>' » would have been 
in «KhreniWiv difficult decision to 
tilffief% Ashok confessed. 


b« paying for ffifftrant tonife. 
^utam for Mihun Bagaff and 
Itomakar for Bait ^tottgal 
"A^ually, our association dates 
bM* to 1069, when we played in 
|t^pr, Bengal" Gautom was re> 
mlniidng. "Then we came toiffi- 
thm Main in 1672, «^n 1 Joined 
Bajtt &ngai. Then in 1977, the 
club sttti^nded both of us along 
with Tarun Bose and Ashokalal 
mnarjae and we together joined 
Mobun Bogan. But this year, be 
has mined Bast Bengal, wliyt I 
:dDA’t;Kn«w. Or a hatter way of 
It wodid ha 1 don’t tmdar- 
«whL when f Joined Boat Banga), 



Sotvajk Miitrti>--<mptv^an4td 
from Madras 

I did not even think of changing 
colours, but fate ordained other* 
wise and I was forced to leave the 
chib. I do not have any Intention 
of lea^ng my club. But, today, I 
really miss Sudhir. He was closest 
to me, and I don’t know whether 
I’ll be able to find someone that 
close. The void that has been 
created will be very difficult to 
flll," Gautam concluded. 

ANOTHER OLD BOND WAS 
broken this season—that between 
brothers Habib and Akbar. Moham¬ 
med Habib joined East Bengal in 
1966. His brother Mohammad 
Akbar came to Calcutta in 1973 
when he joined Mohammedan 
Sporting. That year Habib was 
with East Bengal and the next 
year, 1974, Akbar joined East 
Bengal. The next year, 1975, they 
both went over to Mohammedan 
Sporting, fhat year. Mohammedan 
Sporting were bent upon winning 
the league because they wanted to 

8 revent East Bengal from winning 
le league for six years and break 
their long-standing record.. The 
next year the two brothers joined 
Mohun Bagan and stayed with the 
club till 1978. In 1979, they, again 
together, joined Mohammedan 
Sorting. But this year, Habib 
has joined East Bengal, the club 
s^ich brought him to Calcutta and 


Akbar itay«d with Mohsmnmdalf: 
Sporting,^ aim tte team that 
brought Mm to Cabratto, 

ON MABCH 39, the Big Two 
startfd thoir practice. On that 
duf Mrs, Aratl Banerjse (B. K.'f 
wtfo) WMt to SMk Alvina Intplra* 
tion, prooawy for her husband, 
from tho Gowsa Xah.. |t is the 
Mine tomiue that she has Mon 
. vtiiting for tho Nst few years. On 
that day, present on the Ea^ 
Bengal ground were Mohoranian 
Bhattacharya, Satyajit Mitrn. luJai 
Chatter jM, Amit Quba, (the 
players vmo remalhed with the. 
mV), Tapan Das. - Ahdnl Akeh. 
Somttith Bahtrjeo, Kasir Abided. 
Bivash Strkar aha Subhai Bov 
along with their coach. P. K.' 
ianorjoo. After the practice set* 
lion f tooke to a few of the 
players. 

Subhss Roy: "1 joined East 
Bengal because Tvs got a better 
chance of being in the first team. 
In Mohammedan Sporting, I had 
to compete with Surojitda (Surojit 
Sengupta}.’’ Monoranjan Bhatta* 
charya; “I do not want to say an.v* 
thing about the rumour that was 
spread that I was plannlnglto Join 
Mohammedan Sporting. All that 
I have to say is that the players 
are all sane enough to make their 
own decisions, and I don’t think 
anybody can influence the decision 
of anybody else. The other players 
did what they thought was best, 

I have nothing to say about them." 
Nasir Ahmed: ‘'Nothing now." 
Tapan Das: “Let mo play first." 

Mohun Bagan had a smaller 
attendance, where only Compton 
Dutta; Pradip Choudhury, Ashok 
Chakravarty, Jagadish Ghosh and 
Bidesh Bose were present, the last* 
named looking fresh after his mar¬ 
riage which took place on March 
8. Is Compton Dutta the Mohun 
Bagan captain ? Said he : “I have 
not received a letter to that effect, 
but 1 am the seniormost player in 
the team, so the Question of my 
leaving the club did not arise, 
even though I got better offers 
from other clubs.” 

In both the grounds a sizeable 
number of people watched the 
proceedings. This was not expect¬ 
ed, as it was the very first day of 
this season’s practice. The East 
Bengal supporters were naturally 
not in the best of their spirits, but 
they have not given up all hope. 
Tliey encouraged the players and 
after the practice session told the 
coach: “Don’t worry, we'll win with 
'this team.” To which their coach 
replied: “Just be patient, they are 
ail new, never discourage them 
when they do something wrong. 
Give them some time.” 

SARAJIT DEB 




Marioranjan—the young faithful 


fialp. Bill wluit Mirprisod him most 
was tlial th.'V had brought his father 
along with thorn. Thoir intention was 
soon apparent as his father rcquest- 
<‘d him to Slav hi Kasl Bengal. 
Reportedly, his fath-r told him that 
if he wanted to leave the club, he 
could go anywhere, but not to Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting. So, somehow. 
East Bengal managed to keep Mono- 
ranjan. 

Returning to Singapore after their 
trip- to Indonesia, the Indian team 
learnt that a number of calls had 
come from Calcutta. And the person 
who had made the maximum num¬ 
ber of calls was Satyajit Milra. lie 
wanted desperately to talk to the 
players and try and convince them 
to stay with East Bengal. For the 
same reason Satyajit also went to 
Madras, again, on March 17, when 
the Indian team returned from the 
tour. 

The scene at the airport that 
day was something to be seen 
to be believed. At one corner 
.stood Mr. Tewari, the football 
secretary of Mohun Bagan; at 
another coni-rr w,is a bunch of E.ist 
Bengal officials and with them was 
Mr. Mukherjee. a manager of the 
United Industrial B<ink (Sliabbir 
All's boss); and at the far corner 
stood the one-and-only Surojit Sen- 
gupta, with a packet of Dunhill in 
Ins hand. Next to him stood his 
chief assistant, Chinmoy Chatterjee, 
sporting a french-cut beard. And be¬ 
hind them were at least 10 well-built 
men, who.se abilities of persuasion 
could never be in any doubt. 

The players who wore arriving 
from Singapore could sec them 
through the glass panel that divided 
them from the hosts. The Mohun 
Bagan playirs, Prasun, Manash, 
Xavier Pius and Shyamal Bancrjec. 
were received by Mr Tewari, who 
took them over to Hotel Kunphi. But 
the actual drama started when the 
East B.Migal players uimc out of the 
custom;^ area. Before tho East Ben¬ 
gal officials could even get near them. 


they wore sort of frisked away bv 
.Surojit. The lone exc-eplion was Dev- 
raj, who chose to return to Banga¬ 
lore. He told cl senior player; “I can’t 
bear it any more. I have decide;! 
that I’ll go back to Bangalore, where 
I've got a good offer from C.I.E. To 
play in Calcutta, one must play more 
than mere football, specially out- 
.siders.” 

So the East Bengal officials were 
left high and dry Satyajit Mitra 
made a last-ditch attempt when he 
went after the two new Ambassador 
cars that had taken the then East 
Bengal players along with Surojit. 

He had to do .something, becaus 2 
that was his only hope. After all, 
five East Bengal players, Surojit, 
David Williams, Shyamal Ghosh. 
I’raslinta Bane.rjee and Chmmov 
Chatterjee had already .signed in 
favour of Mohammedan Sporting on 
the very first day of the tran.sfcr it¬ 
self, March 15. So this was his last 
chance to retain Shabbir Ali and 
Hhaskar Ganguli. 

But when he returned to the hotel 
(he was al.so staying at hotel Kanchi) 
it was apparent from hi.s face that he 
had failed in his mission. He told the 
general secretary as much and left for 
the airport to return to Calcutta, 
with his group. Mohun Bagan play 
ers were also booked in the same 
flight, exct'pt Xavier Pius who wanted 
to visit his hoiTK; town before coming 
over to Calcutta for the season. 

But the players and officials were 
in for another shock. After they had 
boarded the plane, they came to 
know that the Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing ‘officials’ would not be travelling 
with them, nor would the players go 
to Calcutta on the same flight, l.ater, 
it was learnt, that they boarded an 
aeroplane bound for Bombay. 

While all this was going on, Mr. 
Sengupta had gone to Ranchi to 
speak with John, the elder brother 
of Amalraj, Mohammedan’s half¬ 
back. Previously East Bengal had ap 
proached Amalraj with an offer, but 



Oovraj—Karnataka shirts again 


he had said that be would not do 
anything until his brother told him to 
do so. There also failure dogged the 
East Bengal officials, because they 
were not able to pursuade John to 
agree with their view-point. 

It seems that the players who bad 
gone to Bombay stayed at Shabbir. 
Ali’s place there. They signed for 
Moli.immedan Sporting immediatefy 
after coming back from Bombay. 
With Shabbir and Bhaskar also sign¬ 
ing for Mohammedan S. C., seven 
East Bengal pla/ers will be donning 
the black-and-white jersey this year. 

A fter the east Bengal 

officials realised that all is lost, 
they took all possible measures to 
win over Prasun Bancrjec from Mo¬ 
hun Bagan. He was offered an astro¬ 
nomical sum. From the day he land¬ 
ed at Calcutta, he was pestered by 
the East Bengal officials to join their 
club. Club supporters also lent their 
considerable muscle to the demand. 
Blit ultimately they could not bait 
Prasup into Joining their club. So, he 
along with Subroto Bhattacharjee re¬ 
main the only players, in the past 
decade, to remain with the same club 
for .seven years. They had joined the 
club in 1974, when the club was at 
its lowest ebb. As Prasun says 
“When we joined the club, it was in 
the doldiums. We remained with the 
club even after East Bengal trounced 
us 0-5. So how can people expect 
we’ll leave the club when we are at 
the lop. Ill one’s lifetime, there has 
to be a full circle. When we start¬ 
ed, people used to tell us that our 
club will be auctioned. Now we are 
dl the top. We started badly, but 
wc arc going through a good patch. 
A circle has been completed. But, I 
.1111 not .saying this to hurt anybody. 
After all, it’s all in the game, is it 
not?’’ 

Only time can tell whether Moham¬ 
medan Sporting will be able to break 
the vice-lik -2 grip that the Big Two 
have had over Calcutta football for 
the last decade. Again, only time can 
tell whether Dr. Das will be able to 
win the elections and whether the 
players will go back to their old club. 
But in this year’s transfers, Mohun 
Bagan came out the most unscathed. 
Almost all their key players are with 
them and in addition they’lL have 
the .services of Mihir Bose (the play¬ 
er who set the ball rolling). Ironical, 
isn’t it, that the person for whom all 
the trouble started, preferred to 
switch over to their arch-rival, in¬ 
stead of going with his co-plgyers 
who had stood up for him? 

The worst affected is definitely 
East Bengal, and it will require all 
the skill and mastery of their newly 
appointed coach P. K. Banerjee to 
build up a winning team from the 
players at his disposal. After all, in 
>he last decade it has almost become 
an axiom that “Wherever there is 
P. K., there the trophies will go.” Let 
us sec if he can perform a miracle 
this year. 


Time to split'Calcutta 
football league 



\b 1 WAITE THIS, THE 
^ ti.insfor >fasuii in Calcutta 
football is almost uvci. Iii many 
ways this annual tainaslia was no 
ditlerom than in the years past; 
but in many other ways it was dra¬ 
matically dilTercnl and the time 
has come. I feel, for a drastic res- 
triictuimj> of the shape of foot¬ 
ball in Calcutta. 

First, the similarities. There was 
the normal frenzied speculation 
and guesswork about who would 
seek a transfer and who would 
‘withdiaw’ (as per the latter, a 
playci signs lor another club, then 
withdraws in favour ol his original 
ilub; this is traditionally consider¬ 
ed a surer ;way of retaining a 
player’s loyalty than him neither 
.seeking a transfer nor a with¬ 
drawal). Then, as always, there 
was a 10-20% normal rise in the 
‘benefits and considerations’ that 
most of the players were being 
offered to change loyalties. And. 
finally, there was no change, for 
most players, in the time-honoured 
convention of these ‘benefits and 
considor.itioMs’ being extended to 
the players in phases. 

Fortunately (for the players) 
and unfortunately (for the club 
officials) there were several devia¬ 
tions this year from the usual 
trend. In many cases, the percent¬ 
age rise in the ‘benefits etc’ has 
gone up by as much as 80-90%. In 
addition, the phased payments, 
sorry, the phased ‘conveyance al¬ 
lowances’, have been discontinued 
in several cases. The anxiety of 
players has heightened and they 
are now keen to collect their 
‘benefits etc’ all at one time. 

However, these changes in con¬ 
ventions are not anything to wor¬ 
ry about—after all, these pay¬ 
ments depend entirely on the old 
economic axiom of supply and de 
mand. And being a member of the 
clan of footballers rtiyself, I am 
happy to see that players have 
become intelligent enough to bar¬ 
gain for themselves without let¬ 
ting emotlofi cloud their sbra.wd 
minds. In, othbr words, considera¬ 
tions of dub loyalty receive low 
priority these days and players do 
not hesitate to change colours on 


CHUNI GOSWAMI 

the flimsiest of pielexts. Only one 
consideration matters—^money. 

All this is not unusual; it is 
very much in keeping with the 
trends in various sport, nationall.v 
and internationally. During the 
Sixties, the total earnings of Krish- 
nan could not have touched even 
a fourth of what Vijay Amritrai 
makes in two years. And until 
Kerry Packer came Into the pi. 
ture. the tatc of cricketers was 
quite lamentable. Our own cricket¬ 
ers, during the davs of greats 
like Hazare, Mankad and Mushtao 
Ali, got little more than a pair 
of trousers and ‘smoking money'. 
Today, a couple ot Test series — 
and there is no shortage of 
them—-will place any regular play¬ 
er in easy street for the rest of 
his life. 

Perhaps Calcutta football has 
taken the cue from the present 
trend obtaining in other sports 
disciplines and players are duly 


Prices too have soared 



reaping the harvest. Althougli 
their cainings are still nut com¬ 
parable to what they are in the 
affluent countries, by the stand¬ 
ards of our developing economy 
they arc by no means inadequate, 

So far, so good. What fault can 
one find with a situation in which 
footballers who always lived poor 
and died pour can now rest on 
their oars at the fag end of their 
careers? 

vnsT, TO THIS SH.VEK LINING 
* there is a cloud. What, it is 
lime to ask, is the plight of the 
small clubs who play in the same 
league as the Big 3? How fair 
Is U that these clubs—whose re¬ 
sources are nowliere as big end as 
broad-based as that of Mohuo 
Ragan, F.gst Bengal and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting—should be made 
to match their skills against clubs 
which are as diftcrenl from them 
as an amateur is from a profes¬ 
sional? It’s virtually as if an ama¬ 
teur league and a professional 
league were being played as one. 

Something has got to be ^ne 
about this. I have toyed with an 
idea for a long time. The new 
trends in the transfers this year 
have convinced me that the time 
for this idea has come. 

This year, there are going to 
be 27 teams playing in the first 
division of the Calcutta football 
league. Why shouldn’t this cluster 
of 27 be .split into two groups, with 
the Big Three and a couple of 
other clubs whose resources are 
also considerable playing in a pro¬ 
fessional league and the others 
playing in the other which would 
be an amateur league? Why not 
try tills on an experimental basis? 

I would strongly urge the smal¬ 
ler clubs in Calcutta to insist that 
this be done. They sl^Id take up 
the matter with the .hldian Foot¬ 
ball Association ana should the 
IFA prove unhelj^ul even go to 
the court to get justice. How long 
will the Davids of Calcutta foot¬ 
ball, with budgets between Bs 
25,000-50,000. fi^t with the 
Goliaths who unbiinkingly spend 
more than Rs 25 lakhs on getting 
that same prize, the league trophy*.' 
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^Sportspeopie 


Coe after M.A., 
5000m 

^PBASTIAN COE, WORLD RE- 
O cx>rd-holder dn.' 800, 1,500 metres 
and the mile, hinted recently that Us 
ambition U to be the top 5.000*oietre 
runner. 

Spcakin« at a Sportwrilcrs' Associa¬ 
tion lunch in London, he said that 
his ((Teatest thrill was watdtlna 
Lasse Viren, of Finland win the 5.000 
metres in Montreal four years aao. 
Coe was on a flylna visit to Britain 
alter 10 weeks’ irainiiix at a secret 
hideout in Spain. He said he planned 
to run at least one 5,000 metres be¬ 
fore Moscow. 

Coe stressed, however, he still 
enjoyed running the 800 metres moie 
than any other race. And he thinks 
that he can improve his own world 
record time. "1 feel stronger and in 
better condition than this time last 
year," he said. “If all the best 
athletes in the world get together in 
Moscow there are bound to he special 
times." 

Coe admitted, though, that an 
Olympic gold medal was not “the be- 
all and end-all" of his ambition. "1 
got my B.A. at Loughborough and I 
am now studying for my M.A.,’’ he 
added. 

Coe, looking tremendously lit at 
something like 9*jst, obviously wants 
to run in Moscow. “Until someone 
tells me otherwise. I am going to the 
Games." he stressed. 

Whether he wants to stau in Mos¬ 
cow is ano'ther matter. “I would 
love to fly from Manchester the day 
before mv race—and fly out again 
afterwards," he said. 

As an alternative, he suggested, he 
could make his base in Helsinki to 
avoid “the aggro." 

“1 have never run in Russia, but 1 
certainly didn't enjoy the atmosphere 
in Prague,” he said. 

Inspector SurJ/t 


I NDIA’S ACE LEFT FULL-BACK 
and captain Surjit Singh is join¬ 
ing Punjab Police, it is voi-y re- 
liahiv learnt. The immediate gain 
for Punjab, already studded with a 
number of Olympians and interna¬ 
tional players, will be its increase in 
strength. India’s right full-back 
Davinder Singh being already there, 
Punjab will be most sound in their 
defence. 

Befoi-e Surjit Singh joined the 
Indian probables at Patiala for the 
Quadrangular hockey tournament, 
there were rumours of his quitting 


the fended Indian Airlines and Join¬ 
ing the Police force in Punjab, shuttl¬ 
ing as be was, between Chandigarh 
and Delhi. On March 13, Surjit air- 
dashed to Delhi on a call from hit 
employers. The skipper was suppos¬ 
ed to return the next day. But even 
till 9 p.m. Surjit did not return. Hit 
wife, Mrs Chanchal Kohli, herself a 
hockey international, oonfinmed re¬ 


ports that her husband was _ 

Punjab Police in a few dhys. * m fact, 
she felt sorry for her husband leav¬ 
ing the glamorous Indian Airlines Job, 
The main reason b^ind Surjit’a 
quitting the Airlines job is his 
intention to settle down in 
Punjab. After all, Surjit will 
not be pla,ving hockey for eve**. He 
has to put a atop at some time or 










Surjit—grounded himself 


other. At that time he will have to 
adjust himself outside Punjab. This 
prompted Surjit to seek employment 
within Punjab. 'I'hc Indian skipper 
found a ready and safe customer in 
Punjab Police. Surjit Singh hails 
from Batala. while his wife belongs 
to Jullundur. Both .seem to have 
arrived at the decision that they will 
.settle down in Jullundur. Before 
joining the Indian Airlines he had 
also served the Uailways. From a 
Security Superintendent in lA, Surjit 
will be given the rank of an Inspec¬ 
tor in Punjab Police which means 
Surjit mav be promoted to the rank 
of Deputy Commandant within the 
next live or six veais. 

Ravishankar's 

promise 

T he frequent change op 

balls may keep the quicker bowl¬ 
ers more in business but that does 
not mean we have seen the las*, of 
the era of spin. The quarter-finals of 
the Ranji trophy brought to the fore 
a couple of teemagers who did them¬ 
selves proud in higher company, ex¬ 
actly in the manner of Bcdi, Chandra 
and Venkat a decade and a half ago. 
Off-spinners Sunil Vyas and San.jay 
Mudkavi appear to have had a satis¬ 
fying debut for Rajasthan against 
Maharashtra, while seventecn-and-a- 
half-year-old left-arm spinner Ravi- 
shankar Shastri held out distinct pro¬ 
mise in his debut for Bombay against 
Bihar. And the beauty of it is that 
Shastri is also a good batsman, going 
one-down for his club and college in 
local Bombay cricket. His accuracy 
and variations were the talking 
points during the first innings when 
nc conceded only 17 runs in 18.1 
overs and in the second innings, 
maintained his line and length not 
allowing any batsman to pull or 


sweep thou({b they took a heavy toll 
of his bowling. 

Shastri. surprisingly, did not find a 
place in Bombay’s under-22 side for 
the C. K. Nayudu trophy and thus 
will miss out on the tourney, as first- 
class plavers are debarred from it. 
He hit the headlines when leading 
Dun Boisco, a school more noted for 
its exploits in hockey and soccer, to 
cricketing honours in the. Giles Shield 
tournament tor under-I6s in Bombay 
three yegrs ago. He recently led 
Podar to the inter-collegiate title, 
routing the opposition with an 11- 
wicket haul. His talent was recognis¬ 
ed by Mafatlal Group, Bombay's pro¬ 
fessional outfit, before the Bombay 
selectors, when he and his college- 
mate Shishir Hattangadi were invit¬ 
ed to join their* nets and possibly 
serve them in the near future. With 
this '‘Handle with care” tag already 
on him, one can look forward to 
Shastri coming on as a top-flight 
|)e. former 

Ved Raj for Wiltshire 
County Club 

''HE 21-YEAROLD VED RAJ, 

■ .th.il popular wicket-keeper from 
liillundui, Punjab, will play lor Wilt¬ 
shire County Club in England this 
.sea.'on.’A letter from Mr J. C. Grceii- 
woed, the honorary secretaiy of the 
club, to this effert was seen by our 
< 01 respondent in Jullundur recently. 
'Ihe letter states that Ved Rjj will 
start out by playing two warm-up 
fixtures. The first match ag.iiii.sl Sur- 
ley XI will be played at .Mailborough 
College on Apiil 27 while the second 
is siJieduled again-st Hampshiie Se¬ 
cond XI at Salisbuiy on May 26. The 
malrhcs against C irnwall. Oxford- 
.shire, Berkshire and .Sumer.sel XI 
will be played betwe-m ,luly 20 and 
August 26. 

So Ved Raj loins Ih il select band 
oi cricketers from ln<‘ sni.ill iiiy who 
have .secured contracts abroad. The 
year beloie last, all-.ounder Emanuel 
Beniamin, signed ,t contract wiih 
Westbury Cricket Club in 'lasmania, 
Australia Altei iuliiliiag bis a.'-sign- 
meiit, Beniamin last yt ar played for 
another County club in liiigiand. At 
the same time, a pruininiig medium- 
pacer from Jullundur, Sure.sb Shaima, 
was engaged by the same Wesibury 
Club tills year. Both Beniamin tnd 
Suresh Sharina work lor Eoorl Cor- 
poiation of India, Jiiliiiiidiir. This 
year it Is Ved Rai’j turn to move to 
gieencf pastures. Ved Rai’.s perfor¬ 
mance in the past," both as wicket¬ 
keeper and batsman, was good. 

Ved Raj was boin in l'J61 in a 
ptMir family in luliiindur. His late 
father, Mr Haii Ram, worked as 
groundsman in Buriton Park, the ve¬ 
nue ot ail the imp.irlaiit ciicket fix¬ 
tures. So that was how Ved Raj got 
the opportunity of w.itcliing some of 
the great bats in action. All this 
made him interc,sloil in cricket. Besi- 
de-s. Ills immediate ckler brother 
Haas Raj had alrearly eained a repu¬ 
tation as a good ciirl.eter. Ved Raj 



Ved Raj —stepping into Kiri's shoes? 


sfaited playing cricket at the age of 
ten. At 12. he took paif n the Cooch 
Behar Cup cricket tournament. The 
same year saw him moving into the 
North Zone Schoolboys' team. 

For the Jullundur lad, 1972 was 
the year of recognition Playing for 
Noitn Zone, Ved JiAplaycd Ins wic¬ 
ket-keeping abiiiLv in no nmertain 
ni.inner. Hr* dismis.scd luuiteen bats¬ 
men III the niaicli against We.-t /one. 
As it tins was not enough, he ham¬ 
mered a cerituiy (103). In 197"i. he 
was nuluded in the. Piinj.ib team 
wliicli pbived against Haiyan.i in Iho 
Rann ’liophy. at Muktsar. Ihe same 
.yeai. Vc*d Rai kept w ckets l')r the 
North Zone, side .igainst the touring 
.Si I l.anka cricket tt am. He held two 
catchr's and stumped two. 'I hen he 
was called to a.ssist Ninth Zone in 
Ifio Deoclhar liophy ci ickel tourna¬ 
ment. I.ater. he was selected lor the 
all-Indiu cricket uiacmng camp at 
Bangaloie. Ihen, in 1.JT7. Verl Raj g .t 
the bieakthrougii of his lile when he 
twiie played agiTist the visiting 
MCC team, first to: .North Zone at 
Jullundur and then lor the Combine J 
Univer.siti*;s side at Nagpur. Some 
month.s later, Ved R.ij wa.s also call 
ed lor tile phy.sic.if conditioning 
camp to select the Indian team to 
tour England. 

.So far, \'ed Raj has played against 
iP the ur.iminent touring sides Be¬ 
fore Surindei Khnnna ol l)i llii cmer- 
ted like ,i Phoeni.v out ol the .Ash.-.s, 
\ cd Raj u.scd to Dr* Noit.i Zone’s 
main-stay as wicket keeper. Only some 
iiiontliis age, Ved Raj left Pimiab and 
ic ned th'* Railwjvs. lie also plays 
foi the Cei.tral Zone. 

Ved Raj is .still one of the few 
cortenders to fill the po.sl of ,Syed 
Kirmani’s deputy in the India.n Cii- 
cket team. 
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Satellites 
good idea 
but... 

Where are the young 
players who can take 
advantage of these 
tournaments? NARESH 
KUMAR and AKHTAR 



All comment on the 
satellite tennis 
tournaments played 
around the country 
recently. 

IE SATELLITE MASTERS—THE 
very name strikes an expectant 
chord amongst the uninitiated and 
conjures up visions of the likes of 
Laver, Borg, and Connors. In actual 
fact it is a long way from the sum¬ 
mit of the tennis world. The Satellite 
tournaments are stepping stones to 
the lower echelons of Grand Prix 
tennis. Nandan Bal, the burly young¬ 
ster from Pune after his victory in 
the finals, told me that the points he 
had collected would improve his ATP 
rating from 540 to around 350. This 
would enable him to get “straight-in” 
without qualifying, to some of the $. 
25,000 prize money Grand Prix tour¬ 
naments, thus assuring him a mini¬ 
mum of first round prize money. In 
a nutshell this is the story of the 
Satellite tournaments, the uncontes- 
table advantages of which I will dis¬ 
cuss later on in this article. 

The 16^ Masters in Calcutta, selec¬ 
ted on the basis of points earned in 
the four earlier tournaments featur¬ 
ed 10 Indians, two Rumanians, two 
Italians, one West German and one 
New Zealander. Not a single one of 
the earlier tournaments was won by 
a foreigner. The winners were all 
Indian. Nandan Bal at Pune, Shan¬ 
kar Krishnan at Hyderabad, Bhanu- 
murthy at Bangalore and Vasudevan 
at Madras. Unhappily the results do 
not indicate a great depth of talent 
on the Indian tennis scene or a sudd¬ 
en improvement in standards, but a 
very weak foreign diallenge. Perhaps 
the happy thing about the result was 
that a young Indian, Nandan Bal 
won and, though he has some way to 
go, there is a lot of scope'for im¬ 
provement in his game. A tall power¬ 
ful and agile player, BaUs game Is 
full of aggressive hustle and bnstle., 
suited to Tow bouncing fast grass, 
hence his victories in Pune and Cal¬ 
cutta, both of which were played on 


grass courts. But almost all top-class 
tennis nowadays is played on slower 
high bouncing surfaces where consis¬ 
tency and patience pay rich dividen¬ 
ds. Bal, therefore, needs to concent¬ 
rate on developing more consistency, 
curb his impetuosity and learn to 
build his attack more patiently. His 
service would be a very much more 
effective weapon if he could only 
reduce the excessive spin and at the 
same time develop a reliable serve 
down the centre line. 

The wiry bearded U. S. based 
Bhanumurthy is a neat little player. 
He had three match points to win the 
Masters in the final set against Nan¬ 
dan Bal but with victoiy in sight he 
"choked” and played the points as 
if someone had injected lead in his 
tennis-playing arm. Bhanumurthy 
slipped and fell on a number of occa¬ 
sions on the drizzVa-wet court, but his 



appeal to stop play was turned down 
by the referee. Ultimately a borrow¬ 
ed pair of special shoes with rubber 
studs on the soles did the trick and 
brought a degree of stability to his 
game. Already in bis late twenties 
'Bhanu', at best can tighten up his 
game a notch or two. Bhanu’s long 
drawn out semi-final victory against 
Chiradeep Mukerica, who has been 
out of serious tennis for almo.st a 
.couple of years and is now working 
full time. Is a barometer Indicating 
to-day’s fallen standards in Indian 
tennis* 

qpHE TALL LANKY TAMIL NADU 
youngster Vasudevan, establish¬ 
ed himself as India’s leading junior 
player, by his victory in the Satellite 
tournament at Madras and thereafter 
a semi-final lo.ss to Nandan Bal in 
the Masters at Calcutta. Vasudevan 
has a lot of potential. With proper 





coadiinf cad facilities, he could well 
become an asset for Indian tennis. 

The Satellite circuit, however, is a 
step in the right direction. It (a) 
gives our young players the much- 
needed match play and tournament 
experience, (b) makes it easy for 
them to get into tournaments abroad, 

(c) revives the regional tourpaments 
which have been dead for long now, 

(d) gives the local tennis associations 
much-needed expertise in organising 
and running tournaments, (e) creates 
interest all over the country as smal¬ 
ler centres can participate due to 
the lower financial commitments and 
also due to local participation. 

The Lawn Tennis Association per¬ 
haps by increasing the Satellite prize 
money could attract a better foreign 
entry and by holding two circuits a 
year give even more impetu.5 to the 
game. However, the gentle sex have 
a very legitimate grievance. No 
tournaments for ladies and girls 
events were organised by the Xawn 
Tennis Association during the period 
of five weeks when the Satellite 
tournaments were held. One won¬ 
ders if this implies plain forgetfulness 
or shades of male chauvinism. 

But the Satellite is the middle of the 
tennis sandwich and requires to be 
fed by a proper junior circuit which, 
in turn, has to be bolstered by coach¬ 
ing schemes in the various .States. 
But junior tennis In India alas, is 
another story. 

NARESH KUMAR 

Better 

luck 

next time 

T he grand prix tennis sate- 

liite Circuit is normakv given to a 
country whicn holds many Grand 
Prix tournaments. During the last 
eleven year^, there has been a tennis 
boom all over tne worla. especially 
in tne United States, South America, 
Europe and Asia, particularly in 
Japan, in the USA alone, 35 million 
people play tennis. Tne money and 
competition in the game can well be 
imagined. Internauonai tennis is a 
full time job these da.vs, calling for 
rigorous practise for four to hve 
hours eaim day. And anybody who 
playa on the international circuit 
has got to be a professional—^tennis 
must be his career. But after watch¬ 
ing the players in the Indian 
Satellite Masters tournament u 
Calcutta recently, I personalLv think 
they have no future in this sphere. 

It is very difficult to get into the 
Grand Prix circuit nowada.vs. 
You can only enter a go<^ 
oompetition if you have a high- 



Vaswevan—nas potential 


enough rating based on A'lT Indian circuit, I teel it is complete- 
points. In the computer rank- ly dead. Our champions cannot, at 
bigs, it IS always the nrst ten who the moment, afford to waste time 

really enjoy the big money, while here, because the circuit does not 

the next fifty are termed as just piovide them enough money. This o 
doing well. After 100, you are one of the mam factors why most 

struggling for survival and after 200. ol our young players have to look 

one has to be lucky to have a spou- elsewhere for good competition and, 

sor like Air India - or such other theretore, we arc finding it difficult 

organisation. Nobodv is worried to produce good players in the 

about who you have beaten—all that country, 
matters is How many points you have 

collected! In this context. I would say the 

, , , , , satellite circuit is a great thing for 

I personally think that we should Indian tennis and especially for our 

have more satellite contests in the young pjaviirs And these second 

country to coine to the forefront grade players did quite well in the 

again. There is no short cut to tournaments, while the poor foreign 

tennLs nowadays. Before, if you entry was very disappointing. Three 
were a Davis Cupper, you had a juniors—Vasudevan. Enrico and Sur- 
greet chance to enter big tourna- inder Kumar—were in focus. Vasu- 

ments and show your merit If you devan played exceptionally welL 
did well, you made a name for your- Enrico, too. played well but he wa* 

self. At present, you have no chance unlucky to have had a tough draw, 

of participation until and unless you while Surinder was disappointing, 

have gathered enough ATP points. 

... . ^ . Nandan Bal, undoubtedly, proved 

India has produced many good the best grass court player in 

players in the past, but in the last the circuit, winning at Pune against 
five, the situation has been pathetic, jy^jit Singh in a long matdt and in 
with only Ramesb Krlshnan to show Calcutta, overcoming Bhanumurtn.v, 
for all the efforts. In the past, albeit luckily. The foreigner* ahow- 
Krishnan, Premjit Lall, Jaideep ed great dislike for grass courts and 
Mukherjea. myself and others used were mentally beaten befor« ente^ 
to face tough competition. However, ing the ft*y. 
that crop and its frufts finished 

some five or six .years ago. Whatever the fore this time. I 

. personally feel thajt next year the 

1 have been abroad many times circuit will attract many more and 
with the Indian juuloi team and better names. And hopefully, Anand 
have often been askw by people Amrltra,! and Shashi Menon will 
mere why our juniors have not been participate, because they will realise 
playing in big tournaments. We do (hat this is an easier way to earn 
piay in some good ones, but it is poth money and points to keep 
impossible for me or anybody to get ‘moving’, as they are getting older 
mem an entry into the really big (tor big competitions). And better 
ones, because they do not have names do draw crowds, but it was 
sufficient ATP points. Again, a play- unfortunate, in spite of all the hard 
er must have a lot of money to back work put in by th® organisers, that 
him before he can achieve remits.’ the stands were rather empty. So 
A lot of players have come to India what is the harm In inviting school 
from all over the world, indudli^ children, free of cost, to wimesa the 
Indians. USA-based Jasjit Singh, juniors play? With more junior 
Bidyut Goswami and Elangoan, wno tournaments in different age groups, 
met their own expense only to exposure to ‘bigger’ tennis would be 
collect a few valuable points so that- a beneficial move in the promotion 
they can get into the international of the game, 
circuit and make bigger money. 

From what 1 have seen of the AKHTAR ALI 
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4UPSIDE DOWN Joanna Sime, 17, the 
asymmetric bars champion, repnsented Great Bwani in 
the Gold Top Milk Gymnastics Intematumal on March 8. 

THE no. I GOALIE OF EUROPE: Pet^ ShiUm of 
Nottingham Forest, played a big ^"hdJn hts clubs 3-I 
victory against Dynamo Berlin tn the Euiopean Cup 3rd 
round second-leg match on March 19. Forest wtll meet 
Real Madrid Ajax or Hamburg SV *» the aemmnals. 
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SAYING 'V’ WITH FLOWERS-^ 
Anelt Poetzach (GDR, centre). 
Deg Lurz (FRG, left) and Linda 
Fraliane (USA, right) winners of 
ihe first, second and third places, 
respectirelg in the women's group 
(above) and Hoffman (GDR, cen¬ 
tre), Robin Cousins (Great Britain, 
left) and Charles Tickener (USA, 
right), first, second and third in 
the men’s group at the World 
Figure Skatinfi championships at 
Dortmund on March IS 


i 


% 


> 


f • 








l?J 


























WOULD CUP GIANT SLALOM: Sweden’s Inqemar Stenmark, centre, poses after winninq th: competition at 
Saalbach, Austria, on March 15 Joel Gcspoz, Switzerland (left) atui Austria's vki ace Hans F.nn (ritiht) were 
second and third, respeclivety 


Mewsround-ui 


Indiscipline in Sri Lanka 
cricket 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has 
experienced a severe drought and 
with the humid conditions there has 
been much i un-getting in both 
cricket tournaments this season - 
X the inter-club and the inter-school. 

\ As predicted earlier, the Colombo 
Cricket Club, the Bloomfield and 
the Nondescripts are all contenders 
for the P. Saravanamuthu Trophy. 

It looks as if the Colombo Cricket 
Club will ultimately win it as thev 
are captained by the evergreen 
Michael Tissera, still undoubtedly 
Sri Lanka’s best leader and further 
strengthened 'by two English County 
players in Peter Lewington, the 
Warwick.shire off spinner, and 
Gchan Mendis, the Sussex open'ng 
batsman. Up to one and a half 
decades ago, the Colombo Cricket 
Club was an exclusive European 
institution. Even today the nucleus 
of their team consists of Nondescripts 
) stalwarts of yesteryear. This is after 
the club doors were ooen to the 
locals. 

School cricket today is not what it 
should be. I have observed a great deal 
of conceit and indiscipline in the 


ranks of today’s sclioolboys 
•Sometimes I wonder whether it is 
prudent to play sclioolhoys in 
internatioral games as it tends to 
m.ike them lose tlv'ii heads. It is a 
fact that under-L'j players art* still 
in the cradle, those un<.'er-17 in the 
niirs.'iy and the under 20 players in 
the kindergailen ol tucket With 
th'.* treint'iidous puhlicily given in 
th(> Sri Lanka Press to sthoolboy 
cricket and cricketers m all three 
age groups, by the time the.sp 
schoolboys start winning “Batsman 
of the year’’ and "Cricketer of the 
.year” awards, they seem to foiget 
that they are in the kindergarten. 

It is all well and gootl -- even 
commendable — for the Pr'*ss to 
encourage youngsteis by this sort of 
publicity, but the boys themselves 
.should not think that inst because 
I hey have leceived such publicity, 
and won some award, they should 
instantly find themselvr's ni liist 
class club cricket or representative 
games. 

Ciaduation into that class of 
cricket is an arduous process calling 
tor dediration, unrelenting practicr- 
and a di'terminatioii to graduate in 
the normal period ol lone tlirongh 
the normal grades. Hoping foi 
double or treble promotions and 
then being disappointed or 
disheartened when they don’t get 
them is to Like an unrealistic view 
of the matter. You have hardly 


heard of a schoolboy lioni Australia, 
I'ngl.ind or the* VY st Indies being 
brought into the Test side 

T(. those who love the game and 
deride* to pi rv*veie with it. th(*rc is 
no f|iiirk and (*,isy mad to success. 
/\s the saving goi*s “the proof of the 
pudding IS in th.* ealing”. Beaching 
till* top is only possible with 
devotion, dedic.ition, ilisciplini* and 
hours, da\s, months and years of 
unrelenting toil In rea'iil limes, the 
inti rnalional sickness of challenging 
ijinjnies’ derisions have* even come 
to our school sieili*. Thi'ie have bren 
tai too riiaiiy ugly mridciils in .Sri 
L.rnka ciicket wheit* only str*rn 
.itiion can d-.ti'r this ungenllemanly 
beh.ivioiir. Umpires do make 
mist,ekes, but not so m.inv, a.s those 
cnilsidc*, iiiclnding players, 
spectators, pic*ssmen ancl cricket 
pundits v i*iii to ni.ikr* out. In any 
c.isc, lilt* wav to deal with 
inrompetr'iit umpires is by reporting 
them to the ciickeling authorities at 
III-* i“nrl oi rarh matrh 
no wiJt'.iNr.ui 

BSF scramble home 

.I4TPLK : ’I'he Arivani Memorial 
Basketb.ill Tournament was reputed 
to br* one ol the bi*st r)rg#mi.serl 
competitions in the countiy. But this 
yeai, the tourney sufleied badly. It 
saw the withdiawal of both holders 
and runners up. Army Service Corps 
and Shriram Rayon of Kota, 



P. Singh of CRPF attempting a 
basket against BSF in the final 


respectively, followed by women’s 
champions Delhi. It saw the indifferent 
behaviour of the teams, which 
would have been a painful sight for 
even the late Rup Chand Advani 
in whose nvsmory the trophy is 
named. Then the tournament was 
postponed, a move .necessitated Iby 
the general elections. Finally, some 
teams did not turn up either due 
to the clash of tournaments or 
because players were busy with their 
forthcoming examinations. 

However, one special feature this 
year was the entrance of Sri Lanka 
national champions Weston 
Province, having as many as six 
internationals. But the visitors failed 
to impress, as they could not keep 
pace with Western Railway in the 
quarter-final and bowed out. 

Star-studded Border Security 
Force, fielding six internationals, won 
a cliff-hanger final by just two 
points over Central Reserve Police 
Force, thus wresting the tiophy for 
the second time since its inception. 
Even in the semis, IJSF had to 
struggk to prevail over Western 
Railway. From the start of the final, 
BSF surged ahead, but CRPF, 
sudiicnly surprised the crowd after 
the breather with the coming in of 
Surender Singh. Until then, BSF 


dominated the scene through their 
attacking play with internationals 
Zorawar Singh, Shyamlal and 
Kuldccp Singh in fine form, to get 
10 points ahead (42-32). Surender’s 
entry was a booster for CRPF, 
particularly for S. P. Yadav — 
adjudged the best player in the 
tournament — who combined well 
with him to first level and then 
take a thin kad over BSF (53-50). 
This made the securitymen 
reorganise themselves and also, 
bring back Shyamlal into the game. 
CRPF continued to maintain pressure 
and duly caught the Jullundur outfit 
at 59. But during the last couple of 
minutes. Anil Punj, playing a 
efiptain's game, turned the tables in 
favour of Jullundur, with two 
brilliant long-range baskets. 

With only four teams vying for top 
honours in the women’s section, the 
competition turned out to be a 
farce. Western Railway, 
composed of Indian Railways players, 
just sailed to glory, beating 
Jaipur District in the finals. 

PRAKASH BH ANOARI 

Bengal circle best in 
P & T cricket 

CHANDIGARH: The Post and 
Telegraphs Department has joined 
the cricket faternity. All 16 circles 
participated in the inaugural all- 
India tournament played here from 
March 12 to 16. West Bengal won 
the tournament, played on limited- 
overs knock-out basis, and 
Rajasthan finished runners-up. 

West Bengal rightly deserved 
the top spot. In their first outing 
against Uttar Pradesh, they scored 
137 for nine and then dismissed 
their opponents for Just 82 runs. 
West Bengal entered the semi¬ 
finals with equal ease. Helped by 
D. Choudhary’s 61, they piled up 
198 for nine (the tallest score of 
the tournament) against hosts North- 
West circle. In re^, the home 
team managed only 117 for nine 
when the stipulated overs were 
completed. G. Shaw bagged 4 for 
34. The West Bengal versub 
Jammu and Kashmir semi-final tie 
was hlghligted by a fine hat-trick 
by West Bengal medium-pacer 
Shridhar Seal, who took three z 
wickets for just one run. In reply 
to West Bengal’s 145 for eight, 
Jammu and Kashmir could 
aggregate only 105 for eight. 

Runners-up Rajasthan, with four 
Ranji Trophy players in their side, 
too, had impressive wins all 
through before they lost to West 
Bengal in the final. In their 
opening match, they crossed the 
Maharashtra total of 108 with eight 
wickets in hand, thanks to their 
Ranji star Prahlad Singh fdir scoring 
a quick 60. In the quarter-finals, 
Rajasthan overhauled Delhi by 49 
runs and in the semis against 
Tamil Nadu, they first scored 122 


for eight end then bundled out thWIr 
opponents for only 49. 

The final, undoubted^, was the 
keenest-fought match of the 
tournament. Electing to bat first, 
West Bengal found the going 
tough against some accurate spin 
bowling of Gajraj Singh and 
managed only 105 runs in the 
stipulated 30 overs. Gajraj, the best 
bowler of the tournaiment, bagged 
4 for 29. 

In reply, Rajasthan started 
cautiously and had scored only 22 
runs in the first 12 overs, in the 
process losing two wickets. At that 
stag:, they needed to quicken the 
pace. At the end of 18 overs, the 
scoreboard read a poor 44 for four. 
Naturally, to cut boundaries, the 
West Bengal skipper stationed seven 
men on the fence. Unfortunately, 
at that stage, Rajasthan had a couple 
of run-out and soon the score read 
88 for seven. Only 18 runs were 
required with three wickets — not 
an impossible target. But Rajastbain 
failed to do so, being all out for 
90 with only two balls remaining. 

SATISH KUMAR 

Civil Services tennis 

PATNA : The appetite for big-time 
sports of the Patnawallahs, cannot 
be questioned. It is bound to draw 
crowds, quite a good number of them 
knowledgeable. It is, therefore, a 
pity that for most of the year, it is 
all quiet on the sporting front here. 

The torpor, however, was broken 
recently when the All-India Civil 
Services Tennis Championship, 19th 
of the series, was held here on 
the newly-laid lawn courts in the 
premises of the Bihar Secretariat 
The tournament was a test of the 
organisational abilities of the local 
omcials, as over 100 matches were 
slated within a space of six days. 
(March 10 to IS;. 

Karnataka were a balanced side 
and they demonstrated their strength 
by winning the team championship 
for the Dr. Rajendra Prasad trophy, 
emulating their feat achieved in 
the three preceding years. 

Karnataka beat Kerala 2-1 in the 
team championship. Kerala’s best bet 
was N. B. Vijay Kumar also a State 
player and winner of the singles last 
year.. Vijay Kumar scored a 
“double" over Dr. Sachchidanand, 
beating him both in the team and 
singles finals. The tenacious fighter 
that Vijay is, he had to struggle for 
supremacy. He was down 2-5 Tn the 
first set and his adversary was 
serving in the eighth game. But he 
broke through and then won three 
consecutive games. Howsver, at 5-6, 
Sachchidanand restored parity and 
made it 7-2 in the tie-breaker. 

But Vijay stuck to his game, lobbing 
beautifully and passing on either 
flank to emerge winner, 64, 64 in 
the next two sets. 

PREM KUMAR 
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across 


1 

3 

7 



10 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
21 
22 

23 

24 


The day's programme at a Guindy 
meeting (4-4) 

rn the game ot bowls, the target 
ball (4) 

Break —; to finish as neither a 
winner nor a loser (4) 

An established r^ie ot procedure 

( 6 ) 

Tests (5) 

Big shots (abbr.) (1, 1, 1, 1) 

In the preceding month (abbr.) (3) 
Coming from a given male horse 


Geologic time division (3) 

In boxing, it announces the begin¬ 
ning and end of each round (4) 
The distinction of beinq a cham¬ 
pion in a sport (5) 

But it is a kind of shot in footbaii 

( 6 ) 

In skiing, a foundation of packed 


snow (4) 

A game played on horseback (4) 
An easily won victory (8) 


DOWN 

1 A competitor receiving a prize but 

not winning first place in a con¬ 
test (6-2) , „ 

2 Game which is above board ? loj 

4 Breezy (4) 

5 To strike with the foot (4) 

6 Overtook and touched in boat-race 

( 6 ) 

7 In ballet, position with one aim 
and leg extended (6) 

9 This speed is the mean rate or 
travel over the entire distance (7) 

12 In football, to kick or hit from the 
wing towards the middle ot me 
pitch (6) 

13, "Keep a—from the dice” (Shakes¬ 
peare) (8) 

15 A player netting a goal (6) 

18 In skiing, a cry of warning to those 
ahead to move out of the way (5) 

19 In curling, a very thin hit on the 
edge of another stone (4) 

20 The rear part of a ski or a surf¬ 
board (4) 

(SatuRona next week) 


Ttohll V. Hede 

Q. How many runs did G. R. Vish- 
wanath score against New Zealand in 
the three-Test series held In India in 
1876-77 7 

A. G. R. Vishwanath collected 324 
runs in six Innings of three Tests at 
64.80 with an unbeaten Innings of 103, 
against New Zealand in 1976-77 in 
India. 

S. S. Patrudu, Vizag. 

Q: How much money does a 
captain (Indian cricket) get for a 
series ? It any batsman beats any re¬ 
cord does ho get any prize ? 

A: A captain from India, gets only 
some extra allowances by way of 
actual expenses incurred by him for 
entertaining certain people and not any 
additional money over and above those 
received by other cricketers No offi¬ 
cial prize is given for breaking the 
records. 

John P. Kennedy, Burlla. 

Q : Could you please give me the 
Test records of three Indian players'— 
Karsan Ghavri, Kirmani and Yashpal 7 

A: Before the Jubilee Test, Karsan 
Ghavri scored 831 runs and captured 
93 wickets In 34 Tests. Similarly. 
Kirmani had made 1,399 runs and dis¬ 
missed 75 batsmen by catches and 
23 by stumping in 41 Tests while 
Yashpal Sharma has scored 720 runs 
In 15 Tests. 

Sajauddin, Calcutta. 

Q: Please name the Indian cricket¬ 
ers who scored a century on Tesi 
debut, also give the scores, the in¬ 
nings in which the century was hit, the 
year and the country ayansi whom it 
was scored? 

A: L. Amarnath 118 v England at 
Bombay, 1933-34 (2nd innings), 
Deepak Shodhdh 110 v Pakistan at 
Calcutta 1952-53, Kripal Singh 100 
n.o. V New Zealand at Hyderabad, 
1955-56, A. A. Baig 112 v England at 
Manchester 1959 (2nd innings), Hanu- 
mant Singh 105 v England at Delhi. 
1963-64. G. R. Vishwanath 137 v Aus- 
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tralla at Kanpur, 1969-70 (2nd in¬ 
nings) and S. Amarnath 124 v New 
Zealand at Auckland, 1975-76. 

Biawranjan Panda, Balaaora. 

O: how many catches have been 
taken by Yajurvindra Singh In the 
first Test for India 7 

A: Yaiuivindra Singh took seven 
catches in his very first Test he play¬ 
ed (or India against England at Banga¬ 
lore in 1976-77 and equalled the 
world record of moat catches in a 
match held by Greg Chappell of 
Ausiialia. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of Nan Contractor? 

A: Nan Contractor has scored 1.611 
runs in 52 innings of the 31 Tests he 
played (or fndia and averaged 31.56 
wiin one huriurud (108) against Aus¬ 
tralia at Bombay in 1959-60. 

G. Murali, Mahabubnagar. 

Q: How many catches and stump- 
mgs ate made by Syed Kirmani in 
Tests 7 

A: See the answer to John P. 
Kennedy's question. 


Quiz 
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QUESTIONS 

1 Who holds the record for men’s 
singles in All-England champion¬ 
ships (badminton) ? 

2 And who is the next best ? 

3 Who won the record number ot 
All-Engiand championships title’’ 

4 What IS the record (or most All- 
England titles by women 7 

5 Who holds the record for women's 
singles in All-England ? 

6 What i.s the Grand Slam in golf ? 

7 Who won golf's Grand Slam for 
the first time ? 

8 What IS a "puck” 

9 In how many squares is n chess¬ 
board divided ? 

10 In which game is Tommy Hitch¬ 
cock Jr. generally considered to 
be the greatest player of all lime ? 

ANSWERS 
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iBori^ Schspiro 

This week's hand highlights the dif¬ 
ferent defences that can be used against 
an opposing pre-empt. When it came up 
in match play, one pair was allowed to 
double for business (a dubious method, 
to my mind), the other used double for 
take-out. As a result the second pair 
reached a dubious slam which was only 
made after a mis-defence. 


A 0 10 7 
lO 10962 


4 965 4 3 
^ none 
6 J 98653 
4k7 


KOJ9865 
K 2 
I J 83 


4 A 0 
A to 

0 4 
4 A s. 


A 0 loa 2 
A 10 4 3 
4 

A 54 


East dealt with East-West vulnerable and 
at both fables, chose to open three- 
tiearts. One South doubled for penalties 
and all passed. The defence was hot- 
South led his singleton diamond and 
ruffed East's King on the return. Then he 
played Ace and another club. Bottled up 
on the table, declarer tried a spade, but 
North went up with the King, cashed 
the Queen of clubs and poshed through 
another diamond to promote an extra 
tiump tuck for South, So declarer was 
held to SIX tricks and lost 800 points. ^ 
At the other table North-South played 
double tor take-out Feeling that he 
ought to take some action over the pre¬ 
empt South joined in with three-spades. 
Possibly without too much leason. North 
got excited and the final contract was 
six-spades against which West led a low 
trump - a rather revealing lead. Declarer 
played off dummy's two trumps and 
came to hand with 4 A to draw three 
more rounds. Next came another club 
and West won with the King. With 
nothing but diamonds left he had little 
choice, but now South was left with an 
awkward decision. 

i think that I wouid have got this one 
wrong, piaying West for the missing Q K, 
but declarer had a flash of inspiration. 
Placing 0 K in East's hand, he went up 
with <> A and played off the winning 


clubs. You can see what happened at 
the end - East was squeezed m the red 
suits and forced to concede declarer's 
12th trick. In spite of South's well-judged 
(lucky?) play. West could have defeated 
him. When declarer came to hand with 
4 A it was reasonable to place East with 
the Jack (or else why did South not 
finesse?). If West drops his King under 
the Ace his partner eventually gets in 
with 4 J and can return the King of 
hearts to break up any possible squeeze. 
Last week's quiz: at love all South held 
4KJ2<J7AJ10 96300J4 10 9. 
North opened one-club. South responded 
one-heart and North rebid 1 NT. South 
does best to bid a simple 3 NT in spite of 
his six-card major. His hand is essentially 
balanced, he has honours in both ot the 
unbid suits and, more often than not. 
nine tricks in no-tiumps will be an easier 
proposition than 10 m hearts. 

No quiz this wook. i 


Chess 


HHHHHHHBHHHHHHHi F‘oici 
Many World Champions have come and 
gone since Mikhail Tal's brief reign from 
1960 to 1961, but it could well be that the 
Latvian genius will soon return to the 
very highest flights of contemporaiy 
grandmasters He has qualified foi next 
year's series ot Candidate.^ Matches, and 
his performance last spring at Montreal - 
one of the strongest tournaments of all 
time - IS bound to stnke fear into the 
hearts nt his major rivals, Tal shared the 
top two places with Karpov and did not 
suffei a single defeat 
It now seems that his attacking im¬ 
petuosity has been tr-mpeied by ex- 
perienci', and thus he Iras* become a 
better balanced player tlian lie was in 
his yoLingi'i days Otiserve how his 
refined tr.'chnique gradually leads to 
victoiy 111 ttie following gamp 
While Mikhail Tal; Blai k Laiea Portlaeh. 
French Duicncc (Monlrual, 1979 ) 

1 P - K4, P - K3; 2 P - 04, P - Q4 

3 Kt-Qt, P-OB4; 4 KP x P, KP a P 
SB- KtBeh, B - 02; 6 O - K2ch, B - K2 
T PxP, Kt-KB3; • K«-KO, 0-0 
0 Kt-B3, R-K1; 10B-K3, P-OR3 

It B-03... 

Aoairjsl K«ipov in the same loiirnarnenl Tal 
played 11 B x 8, OKI x B. 12 0 0 and took a 
cHiick dinw 

11...B-IIS; 12KKt-04,0Kt-0l 

13 0-0-0... 

The Kinp proves to he pnilfictly sale n'l the 


0 aide. The well co-ordinated white piOcea 
will put pressure on the isolated OP and prevent 
Black from Ituilding up attacking threats. 

t3...KtaP; 14Kt-M,B-B1 

IS Kt X Kt, B X Kt: lOQ-aatBxBch 
17 Kt X B, R - OBI 

The defensive 17 . , . B - B3 should have been- 
preterred. 

lOB-BS, R-B4; ltR-04. B-B3 

20 P - OKt4, R - Kt4; 21 P - OR4. R - Kt3 
22 P - Rl, R - Kt4; 23 O - B4, P - OKt3 
24 B-03, PxP; 2S B x R, P x B 

20 KR - 01 ... 

White has gained a smatl inalerial advantage, 
but il IS not easy to exploit. Tal goes about it 
by maintaining his black square control and 
manoeuvring with the Rooks on the third and 
fourth ranks. 

20... PxP; 27K-KU, 0-B1 

n RxKtP,Kt-KS; 2BR-03, Kt-B4 

30 R-R3, K1-Rlch 

More counterplay was ottered by 30... Kt - K3 
(centralisation) followed by ... P -06. 

31K-B1. B-02; 32 0-00, B-B3 

33 R - 03. P - R3; 34 R - KB4, O - K3 

30 0x0, PxO; 30 Kt-Kt4, P-K4 

37 R-BB, Kt-B4; 3BR-OB3, B-02 

3B R X P, Raalgns 


Conapatltlon 0407. Solution next week. 
Black 



While 

Solution to 0400(Stean>l.anoaweo, Amaier- 
dam, 1070). (1q3i’k1/1p20ppp/fi1bB/t/3B4/ 
1P4P1/P1r1PPIP/R2R2K1 - While to play.) 

The English grandmaster found a neat way to 
increase his malonal superiority 2t P x P 
K X B: 22 0-KI5rli, K-R1, 23 0 B6ch. 
K - Ktt, 24 O' 851 Black resigned, sooinfi Ihiil 
his attacked Rook could not escape. 

Problem Ho 1070, Solution next week 
K. S. Howard (Grand fiapids Heiald, t933|. 

(1 b302/1 bp2Np1/1r4p1/1rBp/1 p2P1 pl/1 R4N1 / 
4pkt/0RK - 7 white men; 12 blaeh.) 

White to play and mate in two moves. 

Belutlen to He 1000 (Llpten). (3r1b2/a8B7 
1N2kPK1/fp1/4P3/1NBb/B/4Q3 - mate In 
two.) 1 0-KI3 (threat 2 0-K5) (a) 1 . . . 
B-B4ch; 2 Px B; (b) 1 , , , R-04; 2 P X R; 
(c) 1 . . . B - 03; 2 Kt - 04; (d) 1 ... R - 03; 
2 Kt - B5. 
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Mohammedan Sporting, 

Aroon Ghosh of Mohun 
Sagan and P. K. Banerjee of 
East Bengal, give pointers to 
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Neutral 
umpires 7 


•VJOWADAYS. ALMOST 
every losing team btaitics 
ibc umpires. They think 
there is no other cause for 


defeat. Umpires of every 
country other than Enaiand 
have been blamed over tne 


.years. The reasons are 
many. The modern-day um¬ 
pire is put under a lot ot 
pressure. Players dp not co¬ 
operate. They appeal Tor 
everythinit. When declared 
out they aive vent to their 
displeasure and when they 
net out they don’t walk. 
(Professional approach?) On 
tup of all this, they kick the 
stumps, use bad languaxe 


etc. 

Even neutral umpires will 
make mistakes, because "to 
err is human." But if neutral 
umpires can solve this pro¬ 
blem. at least to some ex¬ 
tent. why not have them? 

KUMAR K. H., 
Bangalore. 


UMPIRES ALSO SHOULD 
be sporting. In the lest three 
Test series against West 
Indies, Australia and Pakis¬ 
tan, our umpires did not 
show sportsmanship display¬ 
ing, instead, some whimsical 
decisions. The former Pakis¬ 
tani skipper Asif Iqbal right¬ 
ly made the suggestion for 
neutral umpires ana the 
Pakistan Cricket Control 
Board has already requested 
tiu- West Indies Board for 
neutral umpires when they 
Dlav in future. 

SVDHENDU ROY, 
Calcutta. 


1 DON’T KNOW IF THERE 
18 un association of Test 
umpires at tne international 
loveJ, but it kbere is one it 
ought to voKf Its strongest 
disapproval of statements 
questtoning impartiality. 

The IC(- suould frame a 
code ot (.enduct for the 
players, and tne erring play- 
er.s .sliuuld be pcmali^ for 
uiisbi-haviour un the field, 
and i.lsu for uncaiiod-for 
statements crHlcising um¬ 
pires. 

The idea of having com¬ 
mon umpires (e.g. if India 
and Pakistan arc playing 
then an umpire from Eng¬ 
land and another from Aus 
tvulia will oHiciute in the 
match) may not bring the 
desired results. Instead, an 
umpire from each of the two 


competing countries wiR|kll^ 
serve the purpose better. V'. 

K. SUNDER RAMAK- 

Bombmti'i 

IT IS IDLE TO expect 
that the appointment 
neutral umpires in aiduit:; 
Test maici,et will put an end. 
to all acrimony. It will givi* 
rise to new problems as wall ' 
An umpire from a third 
country may not neoessarUy 
be neutral in his outlook. fl« 
may aaualiy be |or may be, 
painted as) polKicalty moti¬ 
vated. Supposing there i4 
great political enmity b^< 
ween countriet A and B, il 
an umpire from A happeng 
to officiate a Test between 
B and C, motives might te 
imputed to the umpire from 
A, even if he behaves im¬ 
partially. So there will be 
no end to allegations and 
counter-allegations, even if 
the system of having neutral' 
umpires is introduced. 

Finally, what ii to be done 
It neutral umpires make^ 
mistakes? And can one offes '^ 
any guarantee that tba 
affected players or their 
teammates will accept all 
decisions of the neutral 
umpires—right or wrong—,'; 
gracefully? / 

TAPASHRANJAN GHOSH^ 
Patahimtra Colong 

AMIDST THE WORLDWIPE* 
furore for neutral umpira%T. 
for the purpose of supervia- 
tng Test matenes, the dedal* ^ 
on taken by the Pakistan 
Cricket Control Boarn to 
appoint umpires from a thiid 
country in iheir forthooffling 
series against tue Wolf' 
Inaians does not come aa 'a- 
surprise to the foliowera df; 
the game. But the propoaaiEl 
step may result in a fall ini 
the standard of umpiring in 
the lower grades of crickei 
throughout the world. ThJs| 
will then end in (peiaP 
mists have the right to haVSI- 
such trepidation) a world* 
wide pi,uat.v of confident^ 
up-and-coming youngsters. 

Moreover, umpires of 
other countries are not elt* 
ported to be ambitiooa 
enough to prepare them-: 
selves, sav, for a battle tet- 
ween the Pommies and the' 
Aussies. And who know*.' 
any disacpancies on the 
part of the neutral umpired 
may as wed spoil interoatuH' 
nal relationships. Perbapk' 
this may sound too mudi tO; 
a more dedicated connoip^ 
seur of the game. He ma.Y 
ask to sacritice such gon- 
aternation in the face ' of 
national interests, becauM 






kave to-tty for Sad 

InR scapOKoat*. But atiU. as 
the situation stands today, 
the same of cricket may ex' 
perienoe a renaissance as a 
whole. Thus, the authorities 
concerned should spare some 
more ihuushts for this 
matter. 

NIRMALYA GHOSHAL. 

Ballyahat. 

Keep it up, Prakash 

B y’ his smashing vic¬ 
tory over inaonesia’s 
Liem Swie Kinx in tuc Aii- 
Engtand Badminton Ctiain- 
pioibhip at Wemhicy. India’s 
baanuntoa ace Prakash Padu- 
kone has nut only crowned 
hiaidclf with glory but also 
made his Cu^untry proud. His 
win. ihe Hrst ever by an 
ludian, has consiuorabiy 
salvaged the country’s dwin¬ 
dling prestige in sports, 
particularly after their dis¬ 
mal performance in ciickct 
against England in the Jubi¬ 
lee Test at Bombay and 
equally deplorable di-^pluy of 
poor football at Singap.,re in 
the pre-Uivmpic qualifying 
rounds. 

With this victory Prakash 
crossed another important 
landmark in his career and 
established the badminton 


tktarnatioiBii^ iiwiu. ’Ilhb 
however. Pot to datitt that 
India emerged a powerful* 
badminton force in the 
world; it is purely and in¬ 
dividual achievement, jhi 
fact, the style with wfaidt 
Prakash ;>lays is an object 
lesson of deep concentration 
and deft p.acements with 
uncanny court-control as 
opposed to the power games 
p.ayed by some of the lead¬ 
ing exponents of the 
game. A touch artist bv his 
own class like that of Nandu 
Natekar and Ramanathan 
Krishnan, his action is a 
treat to watch. In a word, 
he belongs to a different 
genre, rarely seen in modern 
badminton. 

Prakash's sterling peifor- 
formance should remain a 
shining example in the fir¬ 
mament of spurts in India 
and imbibe the coming 
generations to emulate in a 
worthy way. So. Prakash! 
Keep up in the forthcoming 
International Championships 
at Indonesia in May. We arc 
r< ally proud of vou. 

SVSANTA BISWAS, 
Cal<'ulta. 

I ILL THE TIME OF OUR , 
going lo press, the toiiowiiig 
pel suns also nave sent letiers 



AinBav Oawuia* (B^u- 
.ttai'di/, paruj, auou bapre. 

iMi«p..K aeilgupi^ HtupiuL 
Barm bmua. iampbk bioua 
tMiOt.apar>. Siupet Roy 
(jaiii-meupur), Ananyyu 
cuauunuri (Ourgapur), 
PrauCep PatinaiK.' 'lapaS 
PaituaiK (Mayurbuanj) Qa- 
mar Ejazi, Jasper J.K., 
(i-aina), rarekn tmarmenora 
K. (Aumeuabaai, Brabsl 
Cuba (Cnabua), R. Siva 
Kumar (Knaragpur), A. Sua- 
daiii, praueep Oash (Cutt- 
acKi. C. A. Rao (Gondia. 
Munarasutra) Arup Goswami 
(t uruiiai, S. K. Suneja, Malik 
Akhtar Chishti. Aditya 
Knanna, Yastipal (New 
Ueibi). Sanmatra Mishra. 
Subhendu Nath Cuouanury, 
Debprasad Ghosh (Rama- 
nanua College, fiishnupur), 
A. Shektiar, A. Srikantii, K. 
V. Anantbakrisiinan crrivan- 
drum), Joyueep Das, S. 
Banerjee, Anil Kumar Gupta, 
Sbamik Manna, S. Kamath, 
V iiiu Nayar, Sanjecv 
Mehta. J^waid Meiitab, 
Deepak Kedia, Jagdish Chan¬ 
dra Sharma (Calcutta), Ash- 
wiiii Kumar Misnra (Bnu- 
baiieswar), Jayania Nandi 
Roy, Probir Kumar Bose. 
(Gaubati). D. Selvaraj, Tusha 
U. H. (Coimbatore), Gupql 
Prasad Gupta (Jorhat), Abtii- 
iit Kumar (Muzaifarpur). 
Miss Chenglon Gobain (Na- 
harkatia), Rajoo (Rajgang- 
puF). Uevdas L. Shetty (Bom¬ 
bay), Bipiab Moitra, Supta 
Muitra iSantipur), Or Asbuke 
Ahuja, Oeepak Ahuja (Kan¬ 
pur). R. Aravind (Bangalore), 
Ramaprasad Patra (S.C.S. 
College, Puri), Deepak Shar¬ 
ma i Bombay). Amal Kumar 
Nandv (Serampore;, Ra.iesb 
Gupta (Risbra). H. K. Dutta 
(Bukaro Steel Plant) Ashish 
Sai kai (Dibrugarb), ' Bidyul 
Bordo’oi (Namrup) and Hari 
(Sindri). 

PK wrong 

A I-THOUGII WE ARE NOT 
supporters of either Mu- 
hun Bagan or East Bengal 
we cannot help .protesting 
against the contention of 
P. K. Banerjee’s article “Why» 
I left .Mobun Bagan" 
(Sportmiorld, March 19). P, 
K. Banerjee is biahhermouth, 
he IS knidinoutheii and al¬ 
ways talks too much. Hear 
hfe commeutarics, they al¬ 
ways emit more smoke than 
fire. We have seen the legen¬ 
dary football coach Alf Ram¬ 
sey at work. He rarely talk¬ 
ed to his wards and extapt 
for few g<‘stk'ulatioffi>, 
eves did tht* magic. He was 
never boastful. Itaving trsln- 
eti an Englis'i squad which 
won the World Cup-in 1966. 


&a wMf 

ched the dub 18 trophlea | 

We have seen P. K coach¬ 
ing. Hb rcprhtiiiiidiQg and 
scolding of the boys in pub¬ 
lic, is bound to disturb the 
cod of any patient bu.v. P. K. 
tries to present hinueif as 
sacrosanct, forgetting be ie 
very much a part of the be- 
wilderhig chicanery and petti¬ 
foggery that IS associated 
with Calcutta soccer. Railing 
out East Bengal Club which 
is dearly in distress, means 
greater fee far P. K- 

JAHAR DAS, 

KARTICK CHANDRA DASv 
Calcutta. 

MR P. K. BANERJEE HAS 
stated his own reasons as to 
why he has left Mobun 
Bagan Club and joined tbc 
ranks of their arch-rivals 
East Bengal Qub. Some of 
the reasons are: Dissension 
among the club’s oflSdals, the 
Dilip Palit eptspde and the 
alleged refusal to make him 
a member of Mobun Bagan 
Club. 

He has gone further to 
say that bdiehts be receiv¬ 
ed from the club did not 
weigh with him in taking 
his decision. But one can 
easily see that the only con- 
sideratton which weighed 
with him in changing his 
allegiance was the “bene¬ 
fits” alone. 

The disseostooB among the 
East Bengal oifirials are far 
more pronoiiared than those 
in Mohun Batan Club. And, 
one is not quite sure wbeCfaer 
Mr Banerj°e ever applied for 
Mohun Bagan Club mem¬ 
bership. And to top it all. D. 
Palit signing for Eswt Bengal 
Club belies the statement oi 
.Mr Banerjee. 

One would fuither like to 
add that P. K. Banerjee has 
taken all the kudos achieved 
b\ the dub over the past few 
years. He bos ronvenientlv 
forgotten that the fuctball 
team wliiJt represented the 
.Mohun Bagan Club for the 
past four years was perhaps 
the best outfit in the coun¬ 
try. One may go further to 
add that the case was title 
same with East Bengal Club!s 
triumphs from 1972 to 75. 

We are yet to see P. K. 
Ban6r.jeA win a trtwihy with 
a team which is not stSr- 
studdexL We wish P. K. 
JBantfJee’s success in his 
assignment with the East 
Bengal Club but we hope 
that he will team a lesson 
that if he opens bis mouth 
too wide, there is ever.y 
dunce he will have to eat 
his words. ^viJ/T DEB. 
MANIK BHATTACHARYA. 

. Calcutta. 





Bin Umpluton tod tom BoinAm 


r /le Sporting L ife 


THIV 'FELL' FOR THE PRINCE I 

•vrriyi Qlrlt ar* ttiU falling for England'a Prinea 
Oharlaa KSI)—tha world'a moat allgibla baohalor, Miaa 
Ewiitarland did It only tha othar day whan aha oraanad into 
Oharlaa on a aki run In tha Swtaa Alpa Md andad up at hla 
faat Raek homo In England again and watching tha aftar> 
iwon taoaa at tha Sandown Park. Surray. two horaaa oolltd- 
ad and famaia ridar Jackla Hodga fall at tha Prinoa’a faat 
— and loat aoma taath In tha proeaas. 

'BAGS' OF HELP 

Bydnay: A woman ahoppar who had har handbag 
anatohad on tha atraat outalda a dapartmant atora, callad 
out for halp and a dozan paraona aprintad to har aid. 
Thay wara on a training run on a naarby track i 

a 

WHAT SHE'S FISHING FOR.... 

Uvarpeol: Thinga ara cartainly looking up for Engllah 
anglara. Attractlva big tima modal Jan Raamuaaan from 
Llvarpod haa takan to thia aport as har new paatima. She 
finda aitting on a bank with a rod and line “a marvalloua 
way of rolaxing”. "My only othar hobby Is cooking, and 
now, If I'm lucky, f can catch my own auppar", said Jan. 
Or perhaps, aomathing mora permanent 7 

THEIRS AND OURS 


Dunformllna: A British M.P., Mr. Dick Douglas (43), 
ran tha entire langm (20 miles) of his constituency in 
racora time in order to raise funds (or the Cambodian 
Relief Campaign. Indian M.P.s are also known to run — 
for tha spoils of office. 

B. TELLIS 


TOO BAP,„ OUTOOORS 
IT WOULDA BBBhi A RECORP, ^ 




^ WHATTA you LOVi PLAilNBMlXBP 

OR A wEP(Ee ? PouBLee' W77/ NEWLymps!’ ■, 








CALCUTTA FOOTBALL PBEVIEVV 
THE COACHES SPEAK 


Blend of 
youth & 
experi¬ 
ence 

AMAL DUTTA 

'PHERE ARE TWO DISTINCT 
-T types of coachinK relevant in 
present^ay soccer — first, generalis¬ 
ed coaching where no particular 
motivation is rc<|uired from the 
coach’s point of view. The other is 
specialised coaching which is un¬ 
doubtedly a challenging one, espe¬ 
cially when it adds motivaition. 

Last year when I joined Moham¬ 
medan Sporting Club in the mid- 
season, the question of recruiting 


the right type of talented footballers 
did not arise. So I tried very bard 
to at least mould the demoraUsed 
team accordingly, but the co-OMra* 
tion from the players as well as 
disdpline which a ^ant side like the 
black-and-white must possess werd 
severely lacking. An incident which 
is still fresh in my mind is an alter¬ 
cation with Habib —• imagine tbs 
captain setting an exaiQple like this! 
The reason was simply because I did 
not field his younger brother Akbar 
in the DCM tourney as I thought the 
latter to be still unfit. Thereafter. I 
started to think seriously of reorga¬ 
nising the morally broken (star- 
studded) team the moment I was 
invited by the new club committee to 
coach the side again this season. 

The first thing I had to do was to 
bring local talents of both experienc¬ 
ed amd up-and-coming ones. I tried 
hard and was able to retain players 
like Moidul Islam, Pnsmnath Phillip. 
Qpuranga Banerjee, Samaresh (Pin- 
tu) Choudhury, Amalraj and Akbar. 
Regarding the ’prize catches’ Pintu 
played the pivotal role. One day he 
Informed me that Sbyamal Ghosh, 


Cbinmoy Cbatterjee, Prasanta |hUM^ 
'jee were eager to don MohaauMid|ia. 
S. C. colours. I immediarnly appmed 
the offldals of this and later the list 



Bhaskar Ga,nguly. Yes, it was a big 
haul! The team is definitely stronger 
and better than what it was the last 
season. And being the coach of this 
team I am quite relieved because 
most of them excepting Shabbir 
and David all were earlier under my 
coaching. 

With such big names in the side, 
the over-enthusiastic and fanatic sup¬ 
porters arc obviously guesdng how 
the perfect composition wilf be made. 
To dispel all doubts I assure them 
that the eventual composition will 
be made strictly on the basis of per¬ 
formance and discipline. Why? 
Soccer being a team game, winning 
of a trophy is not simply the result 
of some star players’ performance 
but that of the team as a whole. 

Many are of the opinion that 
Mohammedan S. C. is the best team 
on paper this season, but I would 






. AO i 'cUb'. Miir-'ib 

_ ttaUeaia for im 
• nd at tfae «um time rd like Ui 
puacta the team with both aaasooed 
and huddiag tateats like Santosh 
Bow. Rames Bhattadiarjee. Amit 
Bagdii, Deonia Williamson, Debasis 
Roy aed DorJi. Hie Sikkimew player 
I dtiU and pbysiQue, 


oomfng to cxiadiliif; it is 
00^ to G^ess here that the most 
vnm task of a coach is to bring the 
perfect combination and co-ordination 
among 1^ players. To a certain ex¬ 
tent, I have been able to get the 
team to a co-related form and I do 
hope tjto will be demonstrated when 
w® ^ he Playing in tho forthcom- 
mg Federation Cup at the Eden 
Gardens. 

dallenge not only to Mohammedan 
^rUug but also the arch rivals 
M®hnn Baijgp and East Bengal, be- 
tt^ig Three’ will toive to 
Mto the top teams of the country 
"S?mEP » Calcutta league starts. In 
adrUtion to this, outstation teams will 
M In a more advantageous position 
because during April, when there is 

^*L«^*°* ^1*® ®®^*^ ^ playing fast 

which calls for speed and maximum 
stamina. And here, the three clubs 
%vill have to prove themselves. 

Admittedly, it is a herculean task 
for me. First and foremost. I will 
have to bring back the morale of toe 
team wbidi has been lacking since a 
decade and second is to rejuvenate 
the shattered confidence as was evi¬ 
dent last season. 

I sincerely believe that that team 
will win which possesses the attock- 
ing flare and striking ability but is 
not without a strong defence. So. 
judging from all these aspects vriiy 
can’t! hope for the championship 
having all the necessary potentials? 

The public is obviously curious to 
know our first eleven for the Federa¬ 
tion Cup. To be honest, time is 
short and I have a problem in the 
forward line. Although I have budd¬ 
ing talents in Debasis Roy, Amit 
Bagcbi and Dennis Williamson, 1 
would prefer the better names like 
Surajit, in right-out, Sbabbir. centre- 
forward, David Williams, centre-for¬ 
ward or left-out and Debasis Roy, 
left-out But toe only opposition to 
David is Akbar. It is unfortunate toat 
Akbar was unable to play last year 
dne to the injury, but reports say he 
had performed well m the pre- 
Olympic camil. Now I have to wait and 
aee how he does in the oondltimiing 
camp. The wing-halves are no pro- 
bleiiis. It will be among the three 
seasoned medics. Prasanta, Amalraj 
and Samaresh. With Bhaskar bet¬ 
ween toe posts, toe deep defence 
will te Premnato, Mcddul. Shyamal 
aiul Cbinmoy (he has gladly agreed 
to play as left-bsck). Of conrw, 
Raman and Gour^tga will also figure 
in ton tmun, 

I do not beUeto in tadt, still luck 
prevails. So why not wait and lee 
fiM test—toe Federation 



Bagan 

balanced 

side 

Coach AROON GHOSH is 
a man of faw words. So 
SARAJtT DEB met captain 
COMPTON DUTTA to get 
a fuiiar picture of the 
squad 

M OHUN BAGAN’S greatest 
advantage this seamn. is that 
they have been aUe to retain almost 
the same set of ptoers, barring a 
few diange here and there, for the 
last three years. This means that 
they have pliwed at least 150-200 
matches together, which in turn fan- 
plies that they have good under¬ 
standing, and since football is a team 
game, coordination is the key to 
success, though individual skill and 
brilliance do count. 

“We have not lost mudi during the 
recent football transfer. In fact, I 
would say that the team is more 
balanced than it was last year.’’ said 
Aroon Ghosh, the new coach of the 
dub, who has taken up the reigns 
after P. K. Banerjee chose to walk 
across to ardi-rivals East Bengal. 

Talking to various members of the 
dub, one gathers that the Mobun 
Bagan dtadel will be guarded by 
Pratap Ghosh, Shivaji Banerjee and 
the new recruit from Aryan, Jagadisb 
Ghosh. Pratap bad a dream season 
last year, spedally against East 



eS^^edfaJa tearnvm 
more mature tbia year. ^ 
upv toere is Shivaji Bauer: 
had performed extremely 
period 1976 JAiYP®) ^ 
after he ooaoeoHl’sevep geela in two 
matchea (three agalnat East Bengal 
in the 1978 Durand and four oipUari: 
Orkay in the 1978 Rovers), he bemune 
‘toe Moond dmioe, after Pratap, laft 
year. But during the IFA Shield 
final, vriien Pratap was injured, he 
performed creditably under the bar. 
So the loss of Santosh Bose to 
Mohammedan SportuiR, has not 
afi'ected their last line of defence in 

***1^5* for Dilip Palit (to East 
Bengal), Mohun Began haa the aeme 
set of defenders. Sanjib Choudhury 
(from George Telegraph) has yeplao- 
od Palit and the tall and bearded 
Ashde Chakravarty haa replaced 
Samar Bhattacfaarjee. So. more or 
less, toe same set of players will be 
patrolling the defeooe. Leading them, 
of course, would be the tall and 
robust Subroto Bhattadiarjee. who, 
on his day. is by far the best stopper 
in the countiy today. And the ever- 
cool Pradip (^udhuty is also there 
to keep a dose vigil, wfaidi makea 
the defence look compact. Assisting 
them would be Asbok Chakravarto 
(from Mohammedan Sporting). All 
three have long clearances, which will 
provide an added advantage to their 
forwards. And, of course, there is 
toe new captain Compton Dutta and 
Shyamal Banerjee, the side-badcs, 
who have just returned from the ptp- 
Olympics In Singapore. 

Ibe authoritative oontrol Mohun 
Bagan have been having over the 
other teams for the past few yeara, 
is mainly due to their mid-field, wnito 
is ooatrdied by Gautam Sarkar and 
Prasun Banerjee. No one can doubt 
that they are the best medics in the 
country at present. And, in today's 
football, it is the medios that make 
or break a game. 

Hie understanding that Gautam 
has with Manash Bhattacharjee and 



tv; .--y 


Gautom Sarkar — one of the beet medios 



Arom Oho$h’s new assignment—champlona Mohun Bagan at prnciira 


Prosun with Bldesh Bofie in very goad. 
Perhaps thii understandinx prompted 
these two younx and nippy forwards 
to stay on, despite the temptinx 
offers from East Benxal. Both have 
tremendous speed. And one must add 
to this the fact that Manash was the 
joint top-scorer last year with 23 
xosis. There is also Munish Manna 
(from George Telegraph) to help them 
when needed. So the absence of 
Tapan Dos (to East Bengal) will not 
be felt badly. 

In the strikers’ positions, there are 
six contenders—Xavier Pius, Shyam 
Thapa, Mibir Bom (from East Bengal), 
Francis D’Souia (from (^a), Ranjit 
Mukherjee and Kesto Mltra. Among 
the doaen or so out-station playen 
that came to Calcutta last vear, 
Xavier was the only one to adjust to 
local conditions—and quickly. Ho 
will be the main schemer in the team 
and if the other striker flnds his 
touch, the forward line will be sharp. 
Frands, a prolific scorer, is equally 

S ood as a winger, and this will do* 
nltely help th« forward line. But 
Frands has been out of football for 
quite some time now, so it is to be 
seen how he adjusts himself . in 
Calcutta. 

Of course, there is the ever-grecn 
Shyam Thapa, the versatile forward 
who has proved his worth in the 
team times without number. And 
Mibir Bose has the added advantage 
of beinx able to play as a half-back. 
Just in cose Gautam or Prasun gets 
injured. 

Mohun Bagan’s advantage it that 
it is a balanced side, with some play¬ 
ers beinx the best in the country in- 
their respective positions. And if 


these plavers produce the form they 
had last year, it would be difficult to 
stop them. “The players are practis- 
inx hard, and what is must important 
is that they are in the best of spirits. 
They are like a close-knit family,” 
adds Aroon Ghosh. 

The new captain. Compton Dutta 
was not too eager to apeak about the 
prospects of hlf team: “In the 
transfers, we gained the maximum, 
because we dio not lose anybody. The 
first eleven thet played lut .year, baa 
remained intact, ao the pla,vera<are 



Mihler—tn. Out ibrat Mam 7 


known to each other. We have quite 
a few promising players in Mihir, 
Ashok, Francis, San jib, Jagdlsh and 
Munish, and they can fill in the gaps 
when required. I do not want to 
forcost 'any results, but I can pro¬ 
mise one thing—we will try our best 
to produce the results we hav* been 
showing for the last few years. All 
the players are in peak condition, we 
are practising hard and we are try¬ 
ing, our best. Our present goal la the 
Federation Cup.’* 

, (:oBCh Aroon Ohoth, at preMnt. la 
luyinx stress on ph.Yalcal conditioning. 
He Is making the ployara run 
marathons’,, (a^ut seven to eight 
km) and after that there are abort 
and long aprJnta on the ground itMlf, 
Then he is concentrating on ball trap¬ 
ping, tackles in one-to-four lituatlona. 
MatchM are taking place between 
three to four pla.veis on eedt aide, 

peak'qulSS 

. By t^ trend of ooac9ilng, it aeemi 
that Mialr will make It to tb^rit 
team. He is plgynig aa g withdrawn 
forward. Just in front of Gautam and 
Praaun, tha role Habib used to play 
when be was in the dub. But none 
can be certain as to the final com¬ 
position of the«team, but in all pro¬ 
bably. the final eleven will be: Pratap 
Ghosh, Compton Dutta, Sulxmto 
BhattaebarJee, Pradin Cboudbury, 
Shyamal BanerJee, Gautam Sarkar, 
Prasun BanerJee, Manash Bbatta- 
ebarjee, Mltair ^e. XavJer Plus and 
Bidesh Bose. And Id caae someone 
falls in the forward line, Francis 
D’Souza wiU get in. 


Pix ; Nikhil Bhattacharya 








m 

^vy, “ 




m . 

t tt 1 


b.yab 



*■ associated 
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y^pfnmBt^hC§tftk^ if. Hi.. 

ri^i«9 to tho 
ichmili^^ OMitB bY H. 
'^BoMkibb: bi M$ m^to 
/Why t Mt b^bhito 
J^gon* ' ■ 

q^j^ncLs. -WHYitm 

yoh ail aiwtt" fcK f. HL 
towrtteJn iba Ai;^ W issao oC. 

, oponworid’* makes .fateiteilmr 
torilerj 1 

Iss^i^s^-Laa 

-ed euglit to be examined furtb^tv 

to*** .^“OrJea expect a 
• pcatmeut diffCreot from vdiat 
be reoelved from the play* 
m* at Bidesh Dose's mar- 
ESS?.. OBromooy? Mr, fianerjOe 


M*e cot a opinion 
WOW. Om PWers but they. ■», 
.BPWIWmii, Bbliaved oorcUaily. It 
oiw chows that the players bear 
:iio i^dge against the coach hut 
“ ™ . wnirasy. the couth, as 
admitted elsewhere, bore it. Does 
It not betray a wilt compkacT • i 


It.. 

shewd ba bUmod far^^biWa^ 
pBna^ aoo^tteadMbbe am ce Mitoi’ 
tte plam li¥w^ wma " 


with the person in ctwria. 
■art of a ooaw 


playen to tarn tiia' 
w« baa he aw. cw 

Wall we say. the dMOagr__ 

to tW poiatt raised , la thi» dni' 
n^oo hy sedior oA^b of the 
chibt . • 

Again althoagh, hn'adndtc ho Is 
not leavnig MWon Bagan. Club 
hecanse of “extouton af inot« fa(|> 
bties by East Bengal Chih", ikL he 
aays that be was: not oEeiM pro* 
'pmtfooate ioorease hi the “faelU- 
d^ng the pan four, yeara. 
If my lofonnatioii b correct, lir. 
Baaarjae b. gainfully'.employed in 
aOovernmeW ^department and 
ttierefivet aocording to the bw of 
tbp laad, was he entitled to ra« 
Mve Ibdlitles” from a club? It 
demands proper tJuduadoa. He 





















Rebuild¬ 
ing East 
Bengal a 
tough 
task 

P. K. BANERJEE 

W EIEN 1 HAD STARTED COACH- 
ing the East Bengal football 
team for the first time in 1972, the 
club had a depleted side. Star play¬ 
ers like Thangaraj, Nayeem, I^Jal 
bfokherjee, Kalan Guha, Parimal 
.Dey, Asliok Chatterjee and others 
had either left the club or announc¬ 
ed their retirement from first class 
football. But almost all of them were 
over the hill and Twas fed with some 
seasoned campaigners like Chandre- 
shwar Prasad. Sudhir Karmakar, 
Swapan Sengupta and Habib and a 
roup of up-and-coming youngsters 
ke Gautam Sarkar, Akbar. Sama- 
resh Chowdhury. Latifuddin and 
others. And I must say East Bengal 
did fairly well that season and in 
the years that followed. 


Once again I have been giveii a 
task of rebuilding East Bengal But 
the situation, this time, is entirely 
different. When I finally decided to 
join the club, the authorities promise 
ed me to give a fairly good side. But 
after the ulcutta soccer transfer was 
over, I found nine out of the regular 
11 of last year's East Bengal team 
had left the club and I was provided 
with a bunch of players among whom 
some are already over the hill, some 
are at the peak of their career and 
the rest with just promise to offer. 

I have two sound and safe goal¬ 
keepers in Nasir Ahmed and Amit 
Guha while the third one. Dilip Paul 
from Kidderpore, is also very promi¬ 
sing. 

Monoranjan Bhattacharya, undoub¬ 
tedly, is the most dependable defen¬ 
der in India today. His likely partner, 
Sudhir Karmakar, was once the best 
defender of the country, but he is 
ageing now. For the last two years, 
Sudhir did not actively take part at 
this level of soccer. So I don’t know 
how well he will shape up in the en¬ 
suing season—^but then Sudhir is a 
seasoned campaigner and I sincerelv 
hope be will rise to the demands of 
the situation. The tall and lanky 
Samar Bhattacharya is a very promi¬ 
sing stopper. Last year he performed 
creditablw in the couple of matches 
he played for Mohun Bagan. 

Satyajit Mitra is a player who has 
been constantly overlooked by his 
State and national side. He was not 
fully fit last season, but undoubtedly 


-he Is among the best four or five de¬ 
fenders in the country toda.v. Witii 
Satyajit as captain Dilip Palit will 
have to play in position other than 
his usual left-back. Dilip did not play 
many matches last year. He is a good 
player, had played for India in the 
past, but he lades consistency. To 
get accustomed to unusual positions 
after so many years will also "ot be 
an easy task for Dilip. Mathews, an¬ 
other side back, is still an unknown 
quantity to me. So is Abani Aich. 

The two linkmen are the most diffi¬ 
cult spots for me. Kajal Chatterjee 
is a forward-converted half-back. 
Sumit Bagchi. th^ youngest member 
of the side, is probably the most tal¬ 
ented yobng medio in Calcutta toda.v. 
but then again. I haven’t seen mudi 
of him. Mahmud Khabazi, the Irani¬ 
an, had a couple of good matches in 
the local league but he is yet to play 
with authority. 

In the forward line I have two very 
up-and-coming players in Somenath 
Banerjee (capable of playing both as 
a striker and a winger) and Subhash 
Roy. B.bhasb Sarkar, another for¬ 
ward of the side, had pla.yed for 
Junior India even before Manash 
Bhattacharya, and at one stage he 
was considered as the most talented 
winger after Surojit Sengupta. But 
at that stage he sustained an unfor¬ 
tunate Injury and never made the 
grade. He was once discarded by 
East Bengal in 1975 but I think this 
time he will try to avail of the oppor¬ 
tunity. 











Tapan Oa$ is another player who 
did not fulfil the initial promise he 
had shown before joioina East Bena- 
al a couple of years ago. Tapan is a 
good dribbler and can also shot well 
with his right foot, but the main pro¬ 
blem with him is that he is very tac¬ 
kle-shy. Last year, he did not pro¬ 
perly utilise the chances he got. 

Latifuddin. at one time, was full 
ot promise and has played in the 
national squad. But for the last two 
years, especially after his marriage, 
he has put on a lot of weight and is 
not giving his best on the field. 
Najeeb, a nephew of the great Rah¬ 
man, is another talented player who 
reminds me of the dashing Ashim — 
Moulik. 

Harjinder Singh, undoubtedly, is 
one* of the finest forwards in India 
today, provided be is physically fit. 
Habib, the old horse—probably the 
senior-most player along with Sankar 
Banerjee in Calcutta football at pre¬ 
sent — and Subbash Bhowmik have 
already passed their best days, but 
still capaole of producing the flashes 
of theii past. There is also Latif’s 
brother Shujat, but I will have to see 
how he shapes up. 

And that leaves two Iranians, 
Majid Khan and Jamsbid, who I was 
told would join East Bengal, I have 
not seen either, but I’ve beard Majiu 
had represented Iran in the 1978 
World Cup and is a very fine striker. 
Jamshid is reported to be good and 

f ieneraiiy strikes from the rakl-fiMd 
n the 4-3-3 formation. 


{ ALREADY MENTIONED THAT 
the main difference between 
East Bengal and other teams is that 
our team is not balanced. Moreover, 
as the players have come from diff¬ 
erent parts of the country as well as 
from Iran, their language and social 
customs are entirely different. So 
it is not easy to tune them perfectly. 
To start with, I am insisting on group 
training so that each player can un¬ 
derstand the other. I am also telling 
the senior players to mix with juni¬ 
ors so that perfect harmony is mainr 
tained. 


In the past, whenever I was 8U(» 
essful, people used to say that I did 
it with a set team. People's memory 
is really short. They never keep in 
mind that I have also done it with 
fairly unknown elements. But I must 
admit that, giving perfect shape to 
the present East Bengal team Is un¬ 
doubtedly the most uallenging task 
in ray caching career. I have very 
little time before fielding the side for 
the Federation Cup. It the tourna¬ 
ment had been held in anv place 
other than Calcutta. I would have 
asked my club authorities not to par- 
id^gtebecauie in such short timg, 
it is almost impossible to build a side 
from the players who are not fami¬ 
liar with each other’s game. 


Still 1 am confident that a time will 
come when East Bengal will get Into 
l^ect tune. 
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'Jesse':Encl 
of asaga 


A SEqnpN OF PEOPLE, 
spbi^ %vriters not «x- 
tend to tuffer from 
;.Va : uareaionable me* 

. lattciMrty omservatism. Accordina 
( v:.,.to Itfam, aU food and ansat thinas 
' feappeited in tha paat and nothina 
mwworthy will bappen in the pro* 
aant or tbe future. If some sports- 
soibes do Indeed feel Ube that, 
tbe colouring of yiskm can largely 
be ascribed to the near-iiiiraculoua 
feats of *Jesse’ Owens in 193S and 
iKSd. The death of ibis legendary 
flguro on March 31 marked tbe 
end of an era in the hiatoiy of 
world sports. 


What was Owens to our teenage 
followers (rf sport, familiar with 
the exploits of Valery Borzov, 
netro Mennea. Lee Evana Rodney 
Milbura or ‘Bob’ Beamon or with 
those of multlple-record'holders 
S^stiaai Coe .and Henrv Bono ? 
Little less than the preface of a 
book—interesting but not useful 
from tbe examination point of 
vkw—«r tbe first lines of a forgot¬ 
ten song. It is hardly possible for 
them to appreciate the significance 
of what he achieved in the historic 
afternoon of May 25, 1935. 


That was the last Saturday (rf 


May. Owens was competing for 
Ohio State • UniversiW (Coimnl^l 
in a Western Confmfence (Bif 
Ten) inter-university track wad 
field meet at the Vnlvenit/df 
Michigan (Ann Arbor), At 3-15 
p.m. he equalled the existioc-re* 
cord for 1 (X) yards sprint (9.4 
tecs)). Ten minutes "later be 
broke, in his only attempt, the 
ruooiog broad jump or long jump 
recofd with 26 ft 8*4 inches or 8.13 
metres. Not only was this the Erst 
B-metre jump, the record stood for 
25 years until Ralph Boston df tiie' 
USA broke it In the Rome Olym¬ 
pics. Be won the 220 yards straight¬ 
away in 20,3 secs at 345 p.m. and 
220 yards over low hurdles in 22.6 
seconds at 4 p.m. The hist two 
records %vere automatically recog- 
niced as also world records for 
220 m in distances. Imagine enter¬ 
ing one's names in the record 
Ixmks six times in lust 45 
minutes. It is by itself a record— 
"unparaUeled anywhere for one 
afternoon's Work*. 


Next year at Berlin in his only 
Olympic appearance, the coloured 
American made bis name synony¬ 
mous with tbe Games. Not onlv 
for winning four gold medals but 
also for demolishing the myth of 
Nordic supremacy, so fondly nur¬ 
tured by Hitler. Indeed, Owens 
and his fellow Negro athletes on 
the U.S, team—referred to dis¬ 
paragingly as tbe ‘bladk auxiliaries’ 


by Oer AogrifL a German daily— 
upset many cahxilations and pot 
the fanatlm to shame. It ia i^ll. 
debated whether Hitler’s leaving 
the stgdium attar Owens’s suneess 
Was deliberajte or simply cdiisri- 
dental. Owens wan the lOOm add 
2Q0m sprints, long jump and w^ 
the andior man of the USA’s, 
victorious 4 x 100 relay team whiiA 
Won in a world time (39J secs) 
that stood for 20 years. Four gold 
medals in as many events. 

Running the 100 m in 10.2 ases. 
in the semi-final heats, Owens aet 
up a new world record but it was 
not ratified on the ground of wind 
assistanoe. In the final, Owens 
equalted the Olympic record of 
10.3 secs. His timing of 20.7 secs, 
in the 200 m and long jump of 26 
ft. S >4 inches (8.05 m), however, 
were, both world and Olympic re¬ 
cords. As far as the long jump 
was concerned, Owens’s 1935 world 
record leap had not yet been oifi- 
dally accepted. In the trials 
Owens, who fouled the first two 
jumps, faced the last one. His 
principal rival German Lutz Long 
sportingly advised him to draw a 
line a few inches behind the take 
oif board and heeding it, be quali¬ 
fied with a foot to spare. Equally 
sportingly. Owens acknowledged 
the debt. 

“The Tan streak from Ohio 
State’’ or “The Tan Cvclone’ (as 
he was referred to in 1935) who 




Jesse Owens in Berlin, 1936 




was now endearingly called the 
“Buckeye bull^“ or the “Ebony 
antelope*', was naturally tbe most- 
aougbt-after man in the Olympic 
Village at Berb'n. Wherever he 
went, he was mobbed tad even* 
tually he had to diange his seat 
with a view to avoiding tbe hordes 
of autograph hunters. At first be 
had liberally signed autographs, 
but as his right arm muscles were 
getting cramped coach Larry 
Synder permitted other Negroes 
“to siEn his name when asked for 
autographs” I 

It was an antl'Ctimax that diort* 
ly after Kturniog home a hero. 
Jesse Owens oeedme a pro. 
But if anybody was responsible for 
this it was tbe Amarican Athle¬ 
tics Union. After the Games were 
over the AAU contracted a series 
of probable exhibitions in Europe 
but did not pay the boys any* 
thing, let alone their pocket ex¬ 
penses. Owens bavins finu, > 
refused to accompany the team to 
a tour of Sweden and Norway, was 
suspended by the AAU. That was 
tbe last straw on the camel’s back. 
Returning home hr signed a con¬ 
tract and took up the career of a 
band leader. He was not able to 
finance his senior year at college. 
-Soon, promoters got in touch with 
him and Owens was seen compel 
ing even with a race horse. 

Owenst Ohio University athlete 





On# of file luMl pivlutvs of the “Ton Cyvlma" (tUti) 


Rad Owens not hung up his 
spikes so prematurely, he could 
have achieved ntudi more. StiU 
on the basis of what he had done. 
In a poll of sports writers 
named him as the world’s top 
track performer since 1900. A 
great height indeed for the frail 
child of a poor share-cropper. 


. James Clieveland Owens ("Jesse” 
from J.G.) was born in Oakville, 
Nurthem AUhama on Septemtier 
12, 1913. The athletics supervim 
who a^ed him to go out to the 
track when he was in the 
fifth grade, must have bad 
ttouauaf foresight Owens set 
UP a record for the KKi 
yard dash in junior high school; 
snd in high school he won that 
event as well as the 200 yard dash 
and the tong Jump in tbe National 
.fnter-scholastlc Championi^lHi. 
wter he Joined the Ohjo'^te 
Universi^ on whose hehttt bn aet 
up the 19SS record. 


In his dieguered career, he work¬ 
ed In many oapaioitles until he 
headad his public relaUona firm in 
Chicago. He.travelled Otrdilfihout 
Amerks and abraad netuding 
In&aTlfifiW. 

A friend of Joe Louis and an 
admirer of Martih Imther King 
Jr.. Ownds was grave in. hoping 
bliA youtt,. But 
moderate Qweni .pomtamneiT what 
he caliisd ^ .”prii- 

Negro and an&wbtte'nbrntry*' In 
his nuast-aiumbratrapwcarrMy life 
at A .black man and wldtt .man”. 


SpofUmorid rgadmu will re¬ 
member-that lost January Owwu 
voiced bis opinion against the US 
Olympics bqyoote move. *nwt was 
perhaps the md m hoitd 
from him on qnrts. 

RANJITKUMAR GHOSE 
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Wtll l be the World Champ one day 
Prakash \eems to wundet 


_ 

-a four-year-old 



E verybody used to say ‘ya 

Ptakash is qood but —’ a lot of 
‘tfa’ and ‘buts’ inw>t have disappear- 
ed by now — fan Pinky Jaitley from 
Calcutta in a letter to Prakash after 
the latter's AU-Enqland win. “Bet¬ 
ween September 1979 and the end of 
1980, Prakash Padukone should 
emerge as the world's best badmin¬ 
ton player” — Dtpu Ghosh, May 
1979, article tn ‘Sportsworld’. “Yes, it 
ts my strong ambition to become the 
world champion one day but I fear 
it wtll remain a wish” — Prakash 
Padukone in an interview to ‘Nagpur 
Times', August 1976. 

‘•you have a future world champi¬ 
on m Prakash” — Rudy Hartono, 
after beating Prakash 15-2, 15-7 at 
the Bombay Gymkhana in 1971. 
“Pinest amon^ shuttle stars” — 
ht'adii }(7 of first profile of Prakash, 
published m the 'Deccan Herald’ on 
August 11, 1968. ‘‘Plays an intelligent 
game with clever plactngs and neat 
drops but lacks power in his smash¬ 
es" — comment by Prakash's father, 
P. Ramesh, in information sheet for 
the above-mentioned profile. 

N ot for nothing was mr 

Ramesh Padukone the Secretary 
ot the (tnen) Mysore Badminton 
Assouaiiun for 14 years. He could 
spot talent when he saw it. In 1961, 
he saw it in his second son, Prakash. 
He Immediately set about training 
Prakash in the rudiments of the 
game and only a year later, the cute- 
looking Prakash was entered In the 
sub-.juniors event of the Mysore State 
Championships. Prakash lost, cried 


refused to leave the court and was 
mollilied with the ‘Best Loser’ tro¬ 
phy. This was on September 22, 1962. 
A mere 18 years later the .same lad 
was on tup of the badminton world. 

In cold facts. Prakash’s career is 
easily told. Two years after he play¬ 
ed his lirst competitive match, he 
won the sub-junior State title. In 
1967, when merely 12, he was 
selected for the State juniors 
squad for the Nationals. Three 
years later, he was the Na¬ 
tional junior champ. The same 
year he annexed four titles in the 
State Championship then, in Febru¬ 
ary 19'72, came the great leap for¬ 
ward when he won both the Nation¬ 
al junior and senior crown. the 
youngest to do the latter. Since then, 
he has lost only four matches to 
Indians and hasn’t given up the 
National crown. 

Internationally, the laurels came 
later. He was first selected for the 
Thomas Cup squad in 1972 but had 
to wait till 1978 to bag a major in¬ 
ternational title, when be beat Derek 
Talbot of England to capture the 
Commonwealth crown. In next year’s 
All-England be was honoured with 
the top^seeding, sharing it with 
Indonesian Licm Swie King, but a 
heel injury forced him to drop out 
SIX months later, he created a sensa¬ 
tion by winning the .first-ever prize- 
money tournament, the Masters, In 
London by walloping Morton Frost 
Hansen of Denmark. Seeded joint 
third fur the All-England this year, 

he . but that’s history and you 

ail know it 


I first met Prakash in Bangalore- 
last year. He was then recoveiHig 
from his heei injury and was just a 
little morose about it. rirst, and the 
abiding imVreoSion of Piukash, is 
about his siiyiu--ss and unassuming- 
ness — his suit voiev. tne endearing 
way in wuich he .strokes his hair as 
he talks, the pcnguin-tike way in 
winch he p.aces his feet when he sits 
down. He was already an inieiUi-tion- 
al tiguie but he still bruugnt the tea 
himseli from the kitchen. And then 
when we went out to have ice-cream, 
Prakash insisted on kicking the star¬ 
ter of the motorbike himself, even 
though his heel acned every time he 
did so. Here was a simp.e mi-n, with 
simple tastes but who, nevertheless, 
enjayed his simple picasuies. 

It was to know more about Pra¬ 
kash tbai I again went to Bangalore 
after the Ali-Jinglcnd wm. Outward¬ 
ly, 'Piashant’ (the house owned by 
his grancifatner P. Annaji Rao where 
the Padukone clan lives) wa 5 no dit- 
Icrent. Nestling in a quiet street 
wnich ends in a cui de sac in the 
Baiigaiore suburb of Malleswaram, 
there was nutning to advertise out¬ 
side that here Jived the world cham¬ 
pion in badminton. Insiue. wnat was 
new was the big All-England Cup 
adorning the centre table and a tro¬ 
phy made of thcrmocule prepared in 
his honour by his close fnenos wtrich 
said ‘Hail King Prakash’. Prakash’s 
smile was as friendly as ever. We 
agreed to meet latcr in the day. 

ANCALORE, MARCH 30. PRA- 
kflsn nad been in Bangdiore fur 
two days and the lounger-arouad- 







the home iL-at lie was extrenioly re¬ 
luctant to ({o out. Never the le;>s, when 
a close faniilv friend invited him for 
a senii-utticial party, his affection for 
the friend prevailed and he went. 

Accordin« to the plan of the host- 
friend, bv the time i'rakash was ex¬ 
pected to come, most of the xuests 
were supposed to have jjone, leaviiu 
beJiiiid pi'opie who knew Prakash and 
whom Pidkash knew. The hosts were 
well aware of Pr^kash’s reluctance 
to socials — and specialiv when 
there w.is koiiix to bi*. drinking. The 
plan went awi.v- The boss of the lirm 
hosting the dinner decided to stay on 
to meet Prakash, partly because he 
himseil. a keen spurts enthusiast, 
wanted to meet the ‘world cliampiuu’ 
and partly in deference to his wife, 
recup<-rating after a heart attack in 
London, who U greatly fond of bad¬ 
minton and had encouraged the 
young Prakash. And since the bo.ss 
.stayed on the rest did so. And, as it 
happt'ns, when people drink longer 
than they expect d to they were high 
hv the time Prakash arrived. 

Thus it was that one gentleman 
followed Prakash around the room 
and wiLhm the space of 15 minutes 

l^raktish at the nge of lecen wften he 
was baptised _ into the game oj 
badminton 




I'riikiish (left) al the age of one and a half yeais with elder brother 
I'ladeep 


had gone through his routine eight 
times: He would draw up to Pra¬ 

kash give a deep breath, look Pra- 
ka.sh ill the face and say: "I saw 
you on TV in liondon again.st Han¬ 
sen Frost and you were .” and 

Prakash never lost his cool. Only 
when the gentleman went away did 
he turn around and remark: “If T 
had known this, f wouldn't have 
come.” And then, the ever-1ogic.it 
fellow that ho is added: ‘‘There i-. 
no point in talking to people who 
arc drunk. Tliey don’t know what 
they arc .saying and th'^v don’t under- 
sfa^d what you are saving.” 

Prakash's evening wasn’t over. A 
little taler a mustachioed former 
services man canic up to him and 
referring to the fabulous reception 
Bangalore gave him said; ‘‘Do you 
ready think you deserved it ?” Polite¬ 
ly Prakash replied; “It isn’t for me 
to decide whether it was worth it or 
not.” l>ater, when we were, going 
home, the man’s words came back to 
him aiiu Piakash explained how he 
felt a.s if the man was acca.s'ing him 
of having organised the reception 
hiinsell. 

I cannot think of any other world 
champion who would not have lost 
has awl at sucJi unprovoked niiperti- 
neiice. And tne next day, as Prakash 
delayed bis tiip to a hide-out so that 
he could iinish O’Ur interview, I 
couldn’t imagine any other wuild 
champion doing as much for a Jour¬ 
nalist. 

We spoke for well over three 
hours, in two sessions. The first was 
held at a friend’s place, since, bad 
he stayed at home, he would have 
had to meet visitors. And Prakash 
cannot say ‘no’. Why, the day before 
a gentleman had come with a printed 
card announcing some function 
where Praka.sh would be the chief 


guest —and this was the lirst he was 
hearing ol it; 'I'hc .second .se.ssion 
was held in the (.oniforlable bid of 
his grandfather, with Pi.ik.i.-.h piop- 
oed on one end ,'ind si-lf on the other 
Fxccipts follow: 

On the AU-England win : ‘I'o be 
frank, no 1 uion t exix-ci lo win 
But 1 was coiilideiit I wouhl do 
belter than on pievioua i>cc.tsioiis 
because everytliing was gome ught 
for me—phv^icaily 1 was vciy fit. 
mentally I was well prep.uud and 
plus mv two cailier victories had 
given me a lot of conlidentc. On the 
eontrarv. King had lo.sl in’ I'.liinese 
player in Singapore a month bidoro 
the All-Fngland. 17-18 in the thiid 
game. Plus I had bi-iitcn tliiee 
Indonesians in a row in the Sweilisb 
Open—Dhannv Sartika, llailiyanto 
and Hartono. What I ob^eived in 
the semi-final which I oi>s<’rved 
Tiiinutely, was that King was not 
playing his normal game. He was 
making a lot of mistakes and he 
didn't gel too jnuiiy point.s by 
smashes a.s he usually docs I don’t 
know why King played .so. Maybe 
because he w, s lease Or.e 'r.irig 1 
have alwav-s men!ion>'d i ihat 1 
wa.sn't .sure, how goo<l Kii!;',' 1 ’ iipv” 

lament was under ten.siwc. '.;d that 
IS the main differcfia: oetvv'< n ilai- 
tono and King. And I knew tli.it d-1 
took an initial lead, King w-mkl get 
rattled. Tliat is where I was living 
to exploit him because gain ■ wi-s<* I 
still cxinsider that he inigli' be Still 
better than me. 

In the very fir.st service I got six- 
points in something like two minute-. 
—easy p'lints, without any rallies-. 
Within two services 1 was leading 
10-Iove. Tills had never happened to 
him before and he was completely 
rattled I realised then that this was 
my chanee. it wiis now or never. 1 
won the first game 15-3. 



Sign of the 
Marathon 
Runner 



A marathon runnar must hava 
•trangth and stamina 
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In the seennd same, at 4-all, I 
started servicing Tow, and two or 
three returns he hit out, trying to be 
too accurate. Two or three rallies I 
caugat him at the net by dribbling 
well. Before the match 1 had plan¬ 
ned to slow him down, pin him at the 
baseline and concentrate on getting 
my length. 

Whenever be had beaten me in the 
past, be would be attacking. If all 
his smashes go well, it is difficult to 
beat hum but oace you start resum¬ 
ing nis smashes he gets nervous. Tuts 
time whenever he smasued 1 could 
return them Wherever 1 wanted. One, 
be wa*h t smashing as well and, two, 
1 had got a correct length. If 1 get 
my ieagtb then even if his smashes 
are more powerful than mine. Also, 
be is a loc more fitter man I am. 
Suppose I have to play at the speed 
at which he plays 1 won’t be able to 
la>t more man eight or 10 points. 

Yes, I was a bit surprised at the 
score. I didn't expect to win in two 
games. In fact, in toe second game 
also I was leading 11-4 so I conii- 
nued. It could have been 15-3, 15-4. 
But then he came up as 1 was 
naiuraily a bit tense as 1 felt I was 
coming to the end, Tnen at 15-10 I 
ot a lucky point when the shuttle 
it the tape and fell on bis side, beat 
ing him even though he was ready 
at the net. But a certain element 
of luck is absolutely necessary. You 
never know if the shuttle hadn’t 
gone over he might have got one or 
two points more. Ti.ere was then a 
side over and on mv second service 
at 14-10 there was a rally and then 
I got a mid-court smash In and I w,.n. 

Reaction to winning ; I could hard¬ 
ly believe I had won. I did think I 
had rea ised one of mv life’s ambi¬ 
tions. But now that the World 
Chempionships has started, one would 
also like to win that but winning the 
All-England has its own glamour. 

Abont tho Interaationnl oppoiitlon: 

One Cant b« abioluteiy sme of beat¬ 
ing all others. Further, now I will be 
under additional tension. And the 
feeling that now 1 can beat anybody 
can both be an advantage and a dis¬ 
advantage. When I beat King I had 
nothing to lose. 1 had lost to him on 
four previous occasions and If ’ won 
now it would be creditable because 
he is considered the better plavei. 
Now when I play King the pressure 
will be on me. The advantage is that 
1 will now think that since I’ve 
beaten him once I can do it again. 

Bade dWerenoe betweea itjrlea of 
play : The Indonesians keep smash¬ 
ing from all points of me c.ur: 
whereas we only smash when we are 
sure we will get a point. They use 
the smash to create an opening, 
while we use some other stroke to do 
that. Objectively speaking, their 
style of play might be better but one 
has to be absolutely fit for that. And 
for Indians it is better we pipy the 
way we do. Their wav your strokes 
become really limited. Once you 
don't get an opening with your 
smashes, you don’t have any other 
stroke to get an opening, and you 


tend to get npset. Whereas in our 
style you can catch them on the 
wrong foot by playing a sharp drop, 
or deceptive flicks or bv a half-court 
smash and then when you get an 
opening you smash. 

T never switched over to the power 
game a'’d it might have been disas¬ 
trous had I tried to do that ''ccause 
tb-'re are some inherent talents that 
we ^ndirns have. Like we are better 
than the others in piaving deceptive 
strokes bv de'aying them till the last 
moment—giving it a ‘jhatka’ as we 
call it-—and this is something that 
really unsettles them. Frost Hansen 
admitted as muCh after I beat Mm 
in the Danish Open. You have to 
keep your basic talent and add to it 
—a little more speed, better foot¬ 
work. 

Importance of mental iHreparatton: 

You nave to analyse your opponent’s 
ome. I do this mentally. In case 
am playing him for the first time, 

I try to find out hiS weak points 
within the first two or three points. 
And because the opponent will be 
doing the same you have to play in 
such a wav that you can exploit his 
weak paints while not exposing yoUrs, 
Then during the game you have to 
keep thinking. They usually say a 
good player has to think two strokes 
ahead. And for that you have to 
have really good anticipation. And 
you should be prepared for your 
anticipation to go wrong. So you 
also need good footwork. 

How he trains : We follow the 
same schedule tney have in Indonesia 
which lasts one-and-a-half-hour every 
day. It is divided Into five parts— 
running, skipping, weight training, 
calisthenic exercises and shadow 
play and we do different things on 
different days. Monday we do run¬ 
ning, either long distance or sprints 
depending on whether there is a 
tournament nearby or not. If there 
is, we do sprints. Tuesday we do 
weights. We^esday it is either gym¬ 
nastic exercises or some running, 
depending on what we have done on 
Monday. Thursday it is fully skip¬ 
ping—slow, fast, double Jumps. Fri¬ 
day weights again and Saturday it is 
on the court exercises like shadow 
ploy. The court is divkled into four 
segments. You stand in the centre- 
of the court and react to numbers 
being called out. If ’one’ stands for 
a drop on the forehand, you go 
through all the motions and then re¬ 
turn to the centre. All this is done 
at match speed and thus it Improves 
your speed, fitness and footwork. I 
keep saying “we’ because we have a 
group here of about eight to 10 boys 
who do this schedule regularly with 
me. And this group has really help¬ 
ed me. Probably if I was on mv own 
J don’t think I would have done as 
mujeh. 

I think I can look after my prepa¬ 
ration for my game m.vself. If I am 
left on my own that is the beet. Some 
coaches do that, some don’t 
If act of iwitM Kady Haitooo t I 
saw Uartono tor the dm time at 
labbalpur in early 1S71. 1 mwdally 







A very important 
Prakash 


requested to $ee Hartono train. He 
called us to bis room. That da.v be 
was playina a match so, believe it or 
not, bo did skipping fpr one hour 
and IS minutes. Aoout 10,000 skips 
.... .and no slow skipping, all fast. 
And he said be was doing less train¬ 
ing because he had to pla.v a match 
in the evening. Tliat was the time 
when I realised that if one had to 
reach the top one bad to be absolute¬ 
ly at. So after 1 came back 1 became 
more regular in my training. 

There was also a change in my 
style of play. Before seeing Hartono 
I didn’t know and couldn’t believe 
that badminton could be played in 
such a style and at such 
spe^. Our game was absolute¬ 
ly in contrast. We were defensive 
while he was alwa.YS on the attack. 
He would serve low and if you lifted 
the shuttle ho would smash. If you 
kept it at the net, he would dribble 
so you had to lift, he made the game 
look so eas/. He would catch the 
shuttle much higher, as early as 
po.ssible. The advantage of |hat was, 
one. you get a .steeper traiectory and, 
two. you give the opimnent less time 
to recover, and Rudv was a six- 
toofer. He would jump about one- 
and-a-half feet—and he could do that 
for virtually every point for as many 
as .•six games—every time he smashed 
I so with his height, pl"s the .jump, plus 
his hand, t>lus the racquet you can 
imagine how effective he was. Mo.';t 
of the shots which were hit to his 
ba.seline he would jump and intercept 
at mid court. 

Seeing Hartono was the greatest 
intiuencc on my game in the forma¬ 
tive stage—boih from tne point of 
view of realising the importance of 
physical htness and from the cnangu 
111 the styie of play. 1 tried to base 
tny game on the Hartono style and I 
tnink 1 have partiall.y sucxieed^. You 
never know if 1 hadn't seen him at 
that time, or if I had seen him after 
three or four years, it could have 
been a bit too late to change. I still 
hero-worship Hartono. I like every¬ 
thing about him, his game and his 
personality. He is very icvei-neaded, 
unlike the Europeans, and all the 
fame hasn’t gone to his head. 

1 have pia.ved against him twice. 
The lirst was in 1971 and the next 
was this year in the Swedish Open. 

In 1971 1 lost to him easily and this 
time it came to such a point that I 
could have given him a love game. 

1 was leading 14-0 but I couldn't 
think of beating him at zero. So I 
made sure 1 gave him a point. And 
I wouldn’t have minded if he had 
drawn up and even gone on to beat 
me. There was no wav I would give 
him a love game. 

(To be continued. Next week: 
Prakash on how he is slowly acquir¬ 
ing the killer instinet and why he 
didn’t have it earlier, on people who 
have been important in bis career, 
on facilities he had and the facilities 
he wish he had, on how long he 
plans to go on, on his faith in pal¬ 
mistry and why he has stopped be¬ 
lieving in it and on his fiancee. 
Ujjcda and his marriage plans). 


♦4| AM OVEHWJIKLJMED." WITH 
4^ tears of joy, Prakash Padu- 
kone, the unofficial World No. 1 in 
badminton, expressed his gratitude 
to thousands of Bangalorcans who 
extended one of the most colourful, 
memoiable receptions ever given to 
a sports star in the city's history. 
"I had never even dreamt that my 
arrival would be so important. All 
that I imagined was that only few 


of my friends and the members of 
my family would be there to receive 
me. So many people and 1 haidly 
know them. It was great. I am ever 
grateful to them. I feel that this 
welcome means much more to me 
flian the ‘Grand Slam’ of victories 
that I won. I shall treasure this in 
my memory all my life. My only 
regret is that I cannot thank tltem 
all personally.” This is how Pra- 


A flow of people to the untval loume of the airport while Ihepolice band 
gets ready to greet the hero rvtih Lauru't theme. 

~^^*"*WELC0IVIE HOIVj^ 
WUJRLO CHAMPiOf'^ 

CANARA ONION 











A royal welcome for Prakash 


kash, modest despite the world 
crown on his head, reacted to the 
grand rcceptipn. 

“I am thrilled. It was not like 
this at Bombay”, reacted Ujjala 
Karkal, Piakash’s fiancee Stunned 
by the grandeur and promp, Ujjala 
said : ‘It makes me feel really great 
that so many people had come to 
the airport to greet him. I am 
really glad and lucky that I made 
a last-minute deoision to accom¬ 
pany him to Bangalore. It is a 
once-in-a-lifctime dream and I shall 
never forget this. I have fallen in 
love with Bangaloreans (other than 
Prakash, of course). They are so 
warm and affectionate.” Ujjala, who 
is as petite as Prakash is handsome, 
could hardly conceal her tears. She 
had just gone to say goodbye to 
him at Santa Cruz and when some¬ 
one offered her his seat, asking if 
she wished to accompany Prakash, 
she jumped at the offer. The result 
was that she had to send an SOS 
to her home at Poddar Hoad, Bom¬ 
bay and get her clothings the next 
day. Thanks to the courtesy of In¬ 
dian Airlines who have helped Pra¬ 
kash in all respects and Ujjala says 
never jeerets that she came 
without any oaggage. 

“JEIe rir'd> and righUy deserves 
this, Has he not made us proud. 
It is our bounded duty to welcome 

18 


him in a fashion that befits only a 
king,” said Mr A J. Aiiandan, 
Director of Youth Services and 
Sports who was the brain behind 
the show. 

.“We are too happy and that is all 
we can say,” reacted the mcmbeis 
of the Padukone family who were 
stunned by the surging crowds all 
along the 143 km. route. 

While every Bangalorcan ag'^eed 
that this was the greatest-ever i"- 
ception that any VIP has got, at; 



old man reacted : “I have seen 
many VIPs pass through this road 
but this is the first time when I 
coQld touch my hero and shake 
hands with him.” 

"WWi. h.e.c4\X two a.\. Vnw 
disposal, the ueparltnenV ol 'You'Ch 
Services spearheaded by Mr Anan- 
dan did a splendid Job. The entire 


department including Mr K. P. C. 
Piilay, stadium e.state officer, work¬ 
ed overtime to get things done and 
to make the reception a grand suc- 
cos.^ The Government extended all 
help and for once the red tape did 
not come in the way. 

By noon itself hundreds of people 
were tracing their steps to the HAL 
Airport, while others occupied 
evei-y inch of space on the busy 
Mahatma Gandhi Road. Some ins¬ 
titutions situated on the busy 
thoroughfare almost declared an 
unofficial “off ’ by 1 p.m. Despite 
the fact Uiat the Indian Airlines 
flight from Bombay was an hour 
behind schedule none at the air¬ 
port or on the road lost his patience. 
But finally whep the Airbus came 
to a halt on the tarmac hundreds of 
Prakash s legion of admirers rushed 
to the airstrip despite the tight 
security. A harassed airport offi¬ 
cial tried his level best to contain 
them but gave up in to the moods 
of the public. So much so the VIP 
Renuka Rajendran, Minister for 
Youth Services who had come to 
receive Prakash on behalf of the 
State, was put in the background. 
It was only after his admirers had 
garlanded him could the Minlaler 
Ptakash, “Welcomie h.Qtae 
) accept our grateful 

/ than^ for the wonderful honour 
I you have brought to us all.” 
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A time to taste - /emon*and hme* 
like it’s never been. More tengy.more 
punchy, more everything. 









A time to 'freshen'— with tongue- 
tingling lemon*and lime* Fresh and 
icy cold. 







A time to switch to Camps — /emon 

tttxO hm«* Any time from nine to rtine 

-or before and after. Today-or now. 

*Arti6cul litvi 


0 Uf UGlXJI’a c#r «.%•»» 

It’s time 

ufitli Hwflatmiw «f 





TIT-BITS 


A WEAK RETURN FROM KING 
and Prakash killed it with a 
ismash to herald himself as the 
Kina of Badminton. There were 
celebrations both at home and 
London. 


What happened after that was 
that many of us went to sleep 
with happy dreams. But not Mr 
Champ- ‘i just could not sleep. 
Thuufthts about my parents kept 
flashing tbrounh my mind. Many 
things which 1 never wanted to 
dream kept coming. Like those 
things many people bad said about 
me. Some had said that I was 
tinished while others had said that 
1 would never recover from the 
injury. The long struggle that 1 
had to overcome to fulhl my 
ambition. Initial reluctance of 
many in the country to accept the 
talent in me. Of course many had 
said that 1 would one day become 
tlte champion. That I felt grate¬ 
ful to all and C thanked everybody 
ill my dream. Mv friends, mv 
tamily how they shared m.y anxiety 
with me and the role, the Press 
plaved in mv success. It was all 
because of this that I was able to 
sustain all mv troubles and win 
the All-England, my foremost 
ambition,’' recalled Prakash. "Big 
Ilea niu.st have struck four when 
I finally snotdied eonie sleep 
only to get up at five in the 


After this a mini prijcession from 
the tarmac to the arrival lounge 
began. Prakash’s brothers, Barish 
and Mahesh, took charge of his 
luggage. His fiancee took care of 
his racquets that conquered the 
world. With Prakash’s father Mr 
Ramesh proudly holding the All- 
England Trophy, the procession 
took 10 minutes to cover about 
500 feet. As soon as Prakash reach¬ 
ed the vicinity of the arrival lounge 
which was decorated with the 
banner ‘‘Welcome home World 
Champion" installed by Canara 
Union where Prakash had his first 
lessons in badminton. The colourful 
police band struck the loud music 
and followed it up with a piece from 
the film, Doctor Zhivago (Laura’s 
theme, ‘Somewhere my love’). That 
was not the song for the occasion 
but none minded it. The spirit be¬ 
hind it was great rather than the 
meaning. 

HE WAS INSIDE THE 
^ lounge pandemonium broke ouL 
HAL was soon drowned in the sea 
of his admirers and it look nearly 30 
minutes for the Bangalore Police 
(they deserve all praise for the 
good show they put up in control¬ 
ling an excited mob) to cleau: the 
path for Prakash and make his way 
^to the VIP loun^te where the Press 


morning. ‘Utat night itself wa»' a 
dream for me.'* 

BANcvaoRE. me home 

town of Prakash was busy and 
bubbling with enthusiastii to greet 
the hero. They provided a fitting 
reception. But by eight in the 
nigbt, Ok dty Wm oaidc to tta 
typical catmnenk. So mudi so. 
that even when Prakish left for 
a famous icOKS-eam parlours 
thing which he baa been doing 
for yeara->to eat some apedala 
with his fiancee and friends. None 
recognised him. Just a few hours 
back be’was tbe much soogfat after 
person on tbe same road. Tbo 
banners and buntings were stlu 
there but except one couple^ who 
Tccogatted hun and exdianfed 
gTMtings shyly with him apd 
another couple which looked back 
In disbelief, none seem to recognise 
him. That is Bangalore for you. 
Prakash loved it. 

PRAKASH DRU!iKfNG UQUOR 
is as good as the sun rising in tbe 
West. Despite the world crown on 
bis bead, Prakash has never en¬ 
couraged cigarettes and alcoholic 
liquor. 

Alter the All-England, Prakash 
did drink champagne, as one of 
the promises he made to his coach. 
It seems that after Prakanh's 
success, team-mates extracted a 
promise from him thpt he would 
take some champagne. Prakash 
conceded to that on condition 


waited for him. He sat patiently 
with them and spent about 20 
minutes giving his views about the 
victories. He had to be politely re¬ 
minded that the crowd was getting 
restive and soon he was out. 

Then began one of the most 
memorable processions that a Ban- 
galorean has ever witnessed. Two 
police outriders led the way fol¬ 
lowed by the truck carrying the 
police band, jeep with battery of 
photographers (the Indian News¬ 
reel friends did not feel the vent 
worth being recorded and they 
never turned up), an open jeep 
carrying Prakash, his father with 
the trophy. In the same jeep were 
the president and secretary of the 
Karnataka Badminton Association. 
Following this were the cars 
carrying his family friends. Press 
etc. Hundreds of two-wheelers 
joined the procession too. For eight 
km the motorcade sped through 
with the vehicles coming from op¬ 
posite side coming to a grinding 
halt as if to salute the hero. 

Then for the next 641 km the 
motorcade crawled at a snail's pace 
as almost at every step some ad¬ 
mirer or other stopped the jeep 
to garland Prakash. Some threw 
flowers at him, some coins, while 


that be would do so only if he wm 
the coveted All-England. He did 
and was forced to accept diampag- 
ne, a thing whidi he dislikes. But 
a promise, had to he kc|^ and 
Prakash made ample plans to 
avoid that. While the coach and 
managed were serving champagne 
to others, a quick glance between . 
Syed Modi and Prakash saw theni 
work out a master plan. Quickly 
they exchanged the glasses meant 
fw the girls. (Diey would take 
only apple juice). 

Aud when tbe toast was done 
in the name of tbe world diasn- 
pion, Prakash gulped the drink 
with a grimadng face and thus 
scored another major victory. His 
only regret: “1 could not take 
any more apple juice." 

When the girls shook bands with 
Prakash to congratulate him on 
bis triumph coach Puri was not 
impressed. He said that they 
should do as tbe Westerners did. 
Ail tbe girls turned red and after 
some coaxing one of them took 
the lead and planted a kiss on 
Prakash's cheek. But none follow¬ 
ed her. To save their embarrass¬ 
ment, Prakash went to them and 
made their faces even redder by 
kissing each of them <m their 
< hecks. 

What it was like? I askeu 
Prakash. "Oh, I was just getting 
practice to what I would get at 
home,'*^ Prakash answered. It was 
now tbe turn of Uiiala, sitting in 
front of us, to blush. 


the rest threw whatever they had 
in hand. 

Finally, at about 5.15 p.m., the 
motorcade made It to Vidhana Sou- 
dha, the seat of the Government 
where the sportive Chief Minister 
of Karnataka, Mr R. Gundu Rao. 
walked down the steps and hugged 
Prakash, with the words: "We are 
proud of you and we do hope that 
you will provide us with many 
more such victories so that we will 
become prouder." Prakash assured 
him that he would try his best to 
win the Jakarta World Cup. 

From here Prakash was taken in 
a police car to his house at Malle- 
swaram where another large crowd 
waited for him. Mrs Ahalya greet¬ 
ed her son with the traditional 
“Aarthi” singing “The evil eyes 
keep off my son". As an after¬ 
thought she included her would-be 
daughter-in-law. „ 

Thus came to an end one ol the 
grandest receptions ever accorded 
to a sportsman. The spontaneous 
response from the public only 
proved that they do care for all 
sports—not Just 'tor cricket 


OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bangalore 
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B.O. and 

other 

memories 

DAVID GOWER 

r ) Bi: HONEST, AFTER THE 
<Ji.su|i|>(>iiitTnent,s of Melbournt- 
and bffoiL'. not many of the players 
were looking forward to spending 
the last two weeks of the tour in 
jimny Bombay, especially with so 
much time apparently beinu wasted 
before th<' Test. 

’ Our last day in Aussie was no» 
one to inspire many fond memorie.s 
cither The clouds, unfortunately 
so familial on this trip. reappeari*d. 
and with all oui bags on their way 
to Tullamarine An port. actiyities 
were limited. Hence, a visit to the 
MCt; Bar next door for a final coun¬ 
ter lunch: $3 80's worth of porter- 
hou.se and vcKJjie.s before a flash of 
mspnation look u.s to (>hurchers Wine 
Bar to squander some of our losers’ 
money, accompameif only by the 
baiiiian and Supertraipp on tape. 

Our OET lliuhl was harassed by 
ill-fortune throufihout. Ouiinfi one. 
of the delays, mv playing of a port¬ 
able cassette iccorder was cui failed 
by a ccntleinan behind me who 
leaned over .in<i made the polite ’"e- 
quest; Tumi that bloody noise otf, 
please, chief.’ l*itv, leally. The 
•stewaixless was enjoying it. even if 
the flight engineer wasn't too happy 
.iLout his instruments. She was 
busy later with a decidedly unwell 
lady pa.ssenger who took ill during 
the film, which was ironically entitl¬ 
ed Sunburn. 

TV cameras and an eager com¬ 
mentator awaited us at Bombay. 
‘‘Where is Boycott"? Is he still on 
plane?” ‘No mate. He’s coming on 
a magic carpet,’ 

ibe 5U-ininute coach joume.y to 
the hotel allowed most of us to 
make our first impressions of Bom¬ 
bay. While the place wasn’t in all 
that good a state it was not as fil¬ 
thy as one was led to believe. 
Memories that remain are of a chap 
paying Travolta-like attentimi to his 
coiffure while crossing the congested 
road and of a lad.y doing her laundry 
on the pavement’s edge — which 
elicited certain anxious inquiries as 
to the nature of the hotel’s laundry 
system. One cannot forget either 
the pervading BO—Bombay odour. 

At the Taj Mahal we were receiv¬ 
ed by splendidly bedecked doormen 
and a committee of four-sari-clad 
receptionists—welcome to Bombay. 

Any apprehensions about the local 
grub were partially relieved after 
breakfast. Even if ‘Picca’ Diliey 
was convinced the eggs tasted 


funny. ‘Both’ was in no doubt that 
the bacon was the bi'St be had tast- 
e<l in 3-1/2 months. We set about 
ncxrlimatising, lying by the pool till 
the luggage arrived and then gett¬ 
ing .sonic more giub down the neck, 
perhaps with the odd Ixmdon I’iLse- 
ner as a sleeping draught. We also 
had plenty ol natural Brsleri mine¬ 
ral water laid on. So much' for 
-Saturday night m Bombay. 

John Ix'ver, Bob Taylor and 1 
chocked on flic .shops jt the Oberoi, 
ambling round three Hoors full of 
beautiful silk carpets, leather bags, 
carved elephant.s, sandalwood and 
iyory and all .sorts of junk to take 
home for Aunt Ethel, who already 
has piles ol the .stuff hidden awa.v 
in the attu from when her father 
w.i.s 111 India 

ANo at ihe Obi'roi. we pioved 
Ifiat il can fake an hour to prepare 
ftirec IxiwN of soup. 

On a Um.iI stroll ju.st round tlie 
cornci from the. Tai. 'Boifi' and 1 
wat< licit .1 teitain gentleman of the 
I'te.sv—who might prefer his iden- 
tilv concealed but whom we shall 
codename Harold Bobbins—fall foul 
ol the Bla< k maiket tenaciously 
lollowi'd b\ .1 local urchin offering 
a liottlc ol Bed l«ibt I at Bs 300, 
Harold eveoiuallv succumbed at 
Its 100, only to find out later llldl 
the contents were merely an ambigu- 
(Uislv-colourt'd HukI far reiiioveil 
Irom th<‘ true chaiactcristics of the 
real thing And to think that sonie- 
oiie offcied him Bs. 130 on the street 
a.s well 

We managed to drag ourselves 
awav liom the poolside and over to 
the Bomhav (jymkhana (dub — JK, 
‘Goose’ Willis, and I. crammed into 
the back ol a (dipri, courlesv ol two 
young gentlemen who wanted to 



DavUl Gower 


help in any way, being great admi¬ 
rers, etc. Our quest for a beer at 
the club ended .sadly when the local 
man in charge explained sadly that, 
It being the 10th of the moath. he 
could not serve us bi'cause of local 
law So all and .sundry returned to 
the ’la). JK and I had been pre- 
pariHf for a game of teniiLs but de 
cided wo hadn’t really wanted to 
play, had we ! 

S UCH WAS THE BUIIJD-UP TO 
the Golden Jubilee Test. lau 
Botham and Graham (iooch captui- 
cd the Murphy Ooublo-Wickct tro¬ 
phy nnpressivciv, but the next two 
days of nets achieved very little 
Hie standard of the wickets was 
very poor, and for me negated the 
chance to pul some work into re¬ 
gaining ixvnfidence for the Test. 

Tradition was maintained with a 
team T-’.da've dinner in the opulence 
ot the Giystal Room, accompanied 
by Beethoven Must declined the 
roast bulf.ilo, except Goochy, who 
ale It all without ill effect. How¬ 
ever, Wayne lairkins and 1 did not 
survive the night, and were on ce¬ 
ment tablets next morning. 

'Ihe team meeting did at least slove 
one problem in ‘Both’.s’ mind: con- 
traiy to prior opinion. Roger Binny 
wa.s not a leg .spinner but a medium 
pater. Sometimes it’s useful to find 
thcM’ things out befoie the game! 

Ol the game itself anti the pre¬ 
tence of pageantry iH-forehand much 
ha.s already been re(x)rtc<l. After 
an extraordinary first session, when 
the Indiaas scored at ovei a rim a 
minute while playing and missing 
even inoi'e often that David Gowei 
on .1 gooo day (acconlmg to John 
Ix'ver), the game seemed to settle. 

I don't care how manv otliei peu 
pie comment on it, but you have to 
fompliment Ian Botham again for .so 
tlomiMaiing a game At least there 
are .some with the right to f<‘el satis- 
IkxI at the end of this toui. But 
.spaie a thought for those whosi- 
efioits brought cooiparativelv littli' 
lewaid 

Spi'cial compliments are also due 
to Bob Taylor and John Ix-vei. Suflice 
to .say that the entire side were 
happy to win so <»nvindagly. 

At 4 a.m. a day and a hall later, 
phones and doorbells were ringing 
and the London-bound members of 
the party were crawling out of bed 
to catch the bus at five. During our 
early-morning cuppa in the coffee 
sliop we spited ‘Harold Robbins’ 
again, this time ru.sbing arross the 
foyer, hurriedly paying his final ar¬ 
rears. and hailing a fast can to the 
airport. 

A day later I did the same, with 
.some fond memories of Bombay, but 
nevertheless, glad to be’ on the way 
to Singapore—^where. by the way, it 
is still ‘chucking it down’. At least 
in Bombay you could play ‘Spot the 
Cloud’ and win within three days if 
jlucky. 

i(Courtesv Wisden CrickDl Monthly) ^ 
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Vengsarkar: Do you 
love or hate him ? 


P. V. J. KAR 

N o CRICKETF.R IN BECENl 
times has had such a love-hato 
relatiuoship with cricket followers as 
Dilip Balwant Vengsarkar. One su¬ 
perbly-timed pull or a flick to mid¬ 
wicket and all his ‘sins’ of plodding 
are forgiven. But .should he fail for 
mure than three innings or fail to get 
a move on then, out come the axes 
aimed at his head. The way he has 
performed ot late Vengsarkar now 
seems immune to this witchhunt and 
so the love-hate aflair will continue. 

Only a couple of day.s before he 
played that epic innings to save the 
Delhi Test against Pakistan, we were 
sitting along with two of his men¬ 
tors. Vithal Pdtll and Vasu Paranjpe. 
Alter discussing some selections of 
their club team tor an important 
final, the topic naturally turned to 
their pride and joy, Dihp. ‘Marshal’, 
as Patil is lovingly called (his train¬ 
ing docs have a martial touch about 
it), with a grim face shook his head 
and said ; “Dilip must come to the 
club nets to sort out his batting... 
something seems wrong somewhere.” 

The retercnai was to the man’.s 
poor string of scores. Whenever 
tiavaskar has had a lapse in confid¬ 
ence about his techiuauo he ha.s 
never hesitated to go to the club 
nets to sort things out. That Veng- 
Harkar. like a top-class performer, 
solved his problems himself In course 
of that knock of 146, is besides the 
points. The important thing is that 
behind him there is a solid founda¬ 
tion of cricket to back him up which 
stands unaffected by the waves tif 
success or failure. 

And the beauty of it is that club 
cricket in Bombay does not extract 
its pound of flesh from the players 
like office cricket does, leaving them 
sometimes drained ot energy (though 
Vengsarkar had a minor shock when 
soon after returning from the Wesi 
Indies tour in 1976 his coach asked 
him if he would play in a tournament 
in Lonavla, which is hardly on the 
cricket map of Maharashtra). Indeed, 
if there is anythi^ Vengsarkar owes 
bis cricket to, it is to this institution 
of club cricket which sadly is reduc¬ 
ed to poverty owing to escalation in 
match expenses and equipment costs. 
Where can you get tree coacm.. 
except at a club 7 

Dilip has been well blessed in this 
respect for Vithal Patil was bis ctiuch 
Ht King George School as well as 
Dadar Union Glub, to wnich he grad 


I uated alter a spell with Maiuuga 
j Gymkhana. In those days he was an 
opening batsman-cum-wicKetkeeper. 

He showed the Gavaskar touch in 
two innings at a young age. In 1970- 
71, at the age of 16, he piaycd a 
durable innings ot 166 -tor Mahara¬ 
shtra Schools against Delhi in the 
C. K. Nayuuu Touinamenl at Patna 
(not to be contused wiih the under- 
22 tounianieiit winch came in 1974- 
75). tie had punished the attack 
with bold, decisive stroKe-piay. Delhi 
were again at the receiving end 
three .seasons later, in the 1974-75 
Rohiuton Raria jiiter-Varsity final. 
Veng;>aikar hit 54 and 171 as Bom¬ 
bay lifted the trophy with a 417-run 
wm. 

A ccntuiy against East Zone In 
the Vizzy Tiopiiy earned him a place* 
among the Bombay reserves for the 
taileud matches of the Raiiji Irophy 

With his defence faiily well-orgn- 
uiscd, Vengsarkar then began wioeii- 
tng his repertoire ot strokes through 
practice at Podar College, where he 
was studying lor a degree m com¬ 
merce, and for Dadai Union where 
ue was stand-in opener when either 
Gavaskar ot Parkar, who were in the 
Indian team, were not playing. 

A smashing innings of 7U-and>udd 
during which he hit Pauduraug hat- 
gaonkai mercilessly oil the front foot 
brought Vengsarkar’s talents into 
closer focus, for, it is one thing to 
be able to read and play swing bow- 
hug in the nets and quite another to 
do the same thing at the crease, ana 
Salgaonkar then was among the fas¬ 
test in the land. Uis skipper, Paraii- 
jpe, was in ecstacics following that 
knock in the Tallin Shield linal, the 
leading limited-over tournament in 
the aiy, and presented bis kit away 
to the youngster. 

The same streak of abandon was 
evident in a knock of 99 for tne 
university against a Tata attack con* 
sisting ot Smvaikar and lanuon. But 
when he was out to a reckless shot, 
Paranjpe was on hann to reprimand 
him. A duck on his fianji debut 
against Gujarat at Valsad a few days 
later bad a further sooermg ettect, 
calhng for the need to put ms head 
down. But the following week 
Vengsarkar could bold his head mgn 
with pride after that once-sn-a'hte* 
time knock of 110 during wmcb he 
slammqd sixes galore on Bedi and 
Prasanna at Nagpur, the home of the 


legendary 'CK.', with whom com¬ 
parisons became inevitable for some 
of bis contemporaries hke Lala 
Amarnatb, who waicned the knock. 

r r IS TRUE VENGSARKAR GOT 
his India cap in a hurry, but there 
was little to talk about his show 
against Sri Lanka in the first ‘Test’ 
in which he scored one and 17 and 
made way for other on trial openers. 
In Indian cricket that is a hazardous 
thing for should the man who follows 
succeed, then the earlier man gets 
left out in the cold. But of those 
wno followed, C^auhan and Sharma 
had limited success while Gopal Bose 
scored 73. Vengsarkar came back in¬ 
to the reckoning with a dour century 
for the Varsities against the Sri 
Lankans, a knock which proved he 
could graft for runs as well. That 
made up the minds of the selectors 
for the tours of New Zealand and 
West Indies. 

On the lours lie was a bit of a 
paradox. Most major batsmen find 
tlu'ir first 30 runs a problem. This 
boy was getting his SO in a jitty and 
then getting out. In New Zealand 
they baited him successfully with 
outgoing balls and an open olf-side 
and he perished in the slips. After 
that loin he bid goodbye to the 
sqnaietut .iml squaie-dnve, bringing 
them into play only on a couple of 
occasions during the century against 
West Indies at Calcutta last year and 
(luring the Lord’s liuiidred in August, 
1979. 

Though tie did not score prolifically 
he showed his class in course of a 
knock of 30 III hluslerv conditions in 
Christchiircli and eai ned the nod of 
veteran Bert Sutcliffe, one of Uio 
most courageous players oi fast bow¬ 
ling, with his 43 off' 44 balls in the 
one-day international at Auckland. 

In the West Indies, his height pro¬ 
ved a handicap, for the ball on those 
wickets generally keeps low and tall 
men have been less .successful there. 
Lack af practice and inadequate 
concentration resulted in Veiigsarkai 
missing two of the four Tests. Drop¬ 
ped for the third Test, Vengsarkar 
was back in business when the ball 
began flying around, in the territorial 
game again Jamaica, in which he 
scored 48. In the bloodbath of a 
Kingston Test, he scored 39 and 22 
to earn from Clive Lloyd praise for 
the “best innings” pi^ed in the 
Test. 

The next season, 1976-77, was an 
agony for Vengsarkar. A hip-joint 
trouble laid him low and he was far 
Trom fit,' missing the home series 
against New Zealand and playing just 
one Test against England. But a 
brief sparkte was evident when he 
led the under-22 and Universities 
team against the if.C.C. at Nagpui. i 
He scored 32 and 39, his upright 
stance hnd fluency on leg aide pro¬ 
mpting comparisons with Greg Chap¬ 
pell among the English Press. 

Vengsarkar bad missed a Mg 
diunk (d the domestic season and so 





VeaiMrlw 
BMli Date: Aprtt B, ISSe 

■’'v' 1.1 -•■ ' " 

Birth place: Bajapitr. Oiat; Batnagin 

M#- ' -fc'*/ --.V-W' . -t '.t ' ' ’ ’»> ■ 

BUdi 

•., ■■ '.i-'V-ss^- -•,, _■ . 

M«riUi;9t#t.u^; SiDfla 
Qw^tien: ServiM' ' , 

.bb j!Vj[^ . 

• 'li r""^ 

FavottrOk Plah* OMiHMe-fried chilly dUcken 

|‘aW»ril« tv Stew: ’ Young WorW 
FaV^ite Moviej Fijdosan 

' p V.f» ' '* *' ’' 

Last Book Bead: Sunny Days 
Favourite Music Singer: Lata Mangesbkar 
Favourite holiday Besort: Goa 
Favourite Other Sport: Sivimming 
Favourite Antetal: Dog 
Favourite Fielding Fusition: Shp 


Favourite Gnmnd; Eden (lanlen* 

Superstitions: 1 don't shave during the Test match 

Likes: To go to long drives 

Hobbies: Listening to music, reading 

Favourite Belaxation: Listening to Gazali 

Best Friend: Makarand Waingankai 

Luckiest Break: Scored hundred at Nagpur 

Greatest Cricketing Mumeat: Hundred at Lord's 

UggeM Diseppointment; When I was dropped during 
New &atand ft M.C.C aeries in Id7d77. 

Couatriu Played in: Sri tainka, Boat Africa, FakBtan. 
Australia, New Zealand. West Indies, England 

Most Bespccted Bival; lan Botham. 

Most Respected Dinpire: Mr Gothoskar 

Hardest Hitting Batsman; Gordwi Grecnklgc 

Hardest Player to Dismiss: Sunil Gavaskar 

Hardest Bowler to Face: Mike Hendricks. 

Favourite Ali-time Player; Ajit Wadekar 

First Side: King George English School 

First Specialist Task; Batsman 

Ainbitjoiis: To become one ot the officials of the Board 


when the next season comtnenoed 
and a tour of Australia was in the 
offing, all kinds of doubts about his 
fitness were expressed, with souk- 
alleging chronic back trouble so that 
men «of their own fancy could In- 
pushed forward at his expense. 

Vengsarkar countered with a nine- 
hour innings of 175 for West Zone 
against Central in the Ouleep Trophy 
in the searing he.it of Ahmedabad. 
Another pain-staking effort of 137 In 
the final against North left no doubts 
in the selectors’ minds and he was on 
the plane for Australia. 

He had a good early start but fate 
struck a cruel blow when his cap 
fell on the wickets in the first Test 
when he was going well on 48. He 
did not touch the same form until 
the fifth Test when be made 78 and 
Inched India towards another impro¬ 
bable victory. 

The gains of the tour were in his 
ninnning between the wideets, egged 
on by manager Polly Umrigar, him¬ 
self one ot the best exponents ot 
this art. Vengsarkar had a try at 
gamesmanship as well and Simpson 
complained after the series about his 
constant chattering trom ailiy-point. 

But for all that he had no Test 
century to his name and two years 
were a long time. Vengsarkar recti¬ 
fied that With a superb effort of 158 
at Calcutta against West Indies, set¬ 
ting that second wicket recoil of 


344 runs with Giivaskar After the 
series, lie looked firmly established 
as No. 3 behind Gavaskar and 
Vishwanatb. 

B ut cricket is a nasty 

game and one can never take 
one’s place for granted. Came those 
poor scores in England which again 
put a question mark against his tem¬ 
perament. Why, that morning one 
saw a batsman among the reserves 
practising hard in the riets as if ano¬ 
ther Vengsarkar failure was imminent 
and the way would be open for him. 
It made no sense, for even when tlic 
first of three failures occurred at Ed 
gbaston. Vengsarkar had hit a ravi¬ 
shing soundless on-drive off Edmonds 
before succumbing to him by a de 
fensive plod. 

The Lord’s century brought sanity 
to the situation for all along in the 
tour games. Vengsarkar had plunde¬ 
red runs imperiously. At Lord’s that 
evening he showed virtues of courage 
In adversity, a lofted drive to mid-ofF 
off Miller reassuring sagging Indian 
hearts. The next morning be nego¬ 
tiated Headrick’s best spell of the 
series with the second new bail with 
skill and by evening he was the toast 
of the crowd and of man ‘o’ match 
adjudicator, John Arlott. 

Having altered the fortunes of the 
tour, Vengsarkar had a golden 
chance of earning immortality when 
he joined Gavaskar in the hectic run 
chase at The Oval. Again his alter 


ego came in the way. I'm. he plodd¬ 
ed for some time and lor agonising 
moments even denied Gavaskar niucli 
needed strike. But then it must be 
remembered that the policy of the 
team then was to preserve all wickets 
till tea time after which an all-out 
assault could be undertaken. 

Failures against Pakistan and the 
I presence of such crowd-pullers in 
the wings like Sandeep Patil, his 
office colleague, again set up the axe 
on Vengsarkar by the lime the Delhi 
Test came around. Again Veng- 
.sarkar disarmed his critics with that 
superlative effort which remains as 
his best Test innings to date. Veng¬ 
sarkar adapted himself to the chang¬ 
ing needs marvellously. Only the fall 
of wickets at the other end prevent¬ 
ed his efforts from bearing the fruits 
they deserved. Then at Bombay he 
showed not a little skill when nego¬ 
tiating Iqbal Qasim on a turning 
track. But the way Kapil Dev batted 
after him, it proved that Vengsarkar 
under the circumstances could have 
done better. This is pure theory. In 
practice a pure batsman has every¬ 
thing to lose and Vengsarkar seems 
to be guarding against this very fact. 

Hence those innings that have you 
yawning. And with more responsibi¬ 
lity coming his way as Gavaskar and 
Vishwanatb get older, it looks as 
though we will have to rest content 
with a Vengsarkar the anchor man 
rather than Vengsarkar the stroke- 
player. The love-bate affair will go 
on. 
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Dilip 
should 
avoid 
initial 
forward 
movement 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

D IUH VENGSARKAR has To¬ 
day established himself very 
firmly in the Indian enckct team. 

In fact, he is a very vital member 
of the team This is not to mean 
that the other 10 are not vital, but 
batting at No. 3 is a very lespon- 
sible position A one-down bats¬ 
man must be able to cope up with 
the possibility of facing the fast 
bowlers armed wi.th the new ball 
or consolidate a sound partneiship 
by the openeis In fact, like the 
opening batsmen, a No. 3 has to be 
a man for all seasons. Having 
started his career as an openei, it 
is an advantage to Dilip to bat at 
that vital one-drop spot because 
he is capable of negoUalMig the 
moving ball as well as the quicker 
deliveries. 

What he has not been able to do 
very successfully is to take apart 
the bowling after the openers have 
given a good start. Perhaps it is 
his tendency to move his left foot 
forward and across just before the 
ball is delivered that cramps him. 
Certainly the bowlers who bowl 
short of a good length will be able 
to contain him because of his ini¬ 
tial movement. This makes him an 
essentially front-foot player and 
with today’s emphasis on pace and 
bowling to get a batsman out 
caught trying to protect his rib¬ 
cage it will mean that he will find 
himself for long periods not able to 
score runs quickly. 


Singles are the life-blood of bat¬ 
ting at the Test level but the firm 
shot for a boundary is a blow to 
the confidence of a bowler and a 
boost-up for a batsman. And 
though DUip takes his singles well 
and Keeps looking for them with 
his initial movement, he will be 
living himself less chance of a 
drive for a boundary unless the 
bowler overpitches. Ai^ that does 
not happen too often tn Test cricket. 
Not that he cannot play off the 
back-foot, but if he avoids that 
movement he will be able to go 
back with his long stride and ham¬ 
mer the short of length deliveries J 



Dilip Vengsorkar—o timely hook 


past cover or flick through mid¬ 
wicket or square-leg region for 
tuns. Instead of cramping himself 
with only shots o£f the front-foot 
he will open chances for himself 
to take runs off the back-foot. He 
already hooks well getting on top 
of the ball and forcing it (Town. 

Dilip has excellent temperament 
for big cricket. Right out of the 
top drawer. He has mita, determi¬ 
nation, application and is very very 
competitive though he might give 
an air of laziness about him. Very 
alert in the field he has a safe pair 
of hands which have closed around 
some magnificent ellorts in the 
close-in position. 


Recent scores in Ranji matches 
indicate his growing hunger for 
big scores. He can get these 
quicker if he avoids initial forward 
movement. He thinks about his 
batting so if he reads this he will 
give it a thought 1 hope. You might 
wonder why he has to read ijiis 
when I can talk to him easily, but 
in our country, it is far easier to 
believe the printed word than the 
spoken word. 


Just 24 years old Dilip can only 
get better as a batsman and if he 
adds the back-foot range to his 
batting there won’t be many happy 
bowlers left. 
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PAK- AUSTRALIA SERIES 
REVIEW 

The ac¬ 
cent was 
on youth 

RIAZ AHMED MANSURI 

T he future of Pakistan 
cricket looked extremely bleak 
utter the unexpected humiliation at 
the hands of the Indians on the re¬ 
cent tour of that country. Clouds of 
Kioom loomed large on the entire 
domestic first-class and Test cricket 
scene. But, in the words of Asif 
Iqbal: ‘There was still a lot of first 
rate cricket left in us and there was 
no need to be desi^rate in a situation 
which was not going to last for ever 
anyway." 

Back home from India, a whisper¬ 
ing campaign had begun against 
certain pla.vers in many quarters and 
the ouster of some of them was being 
demanded. But actually, it was only 
Asif Iqbal’s place that needed to be 
filled, and too because he had anno¬ 
unced his final retirement from Test 
cricket following the Indian debacle. 
There was certainly a lot of cricket 
left in most of our front-ranking pla.y- 
ers and all they needed was a return 
to confidence which they definitely 
would have achieved once they had 
come back to perform in front of 
their home crowds, 

Some playera had come off very 
well on tue tour of Inola, white Sutne 
from whom a lot was expected failed 
on many occasions. Taslim Arif wah 
one player wno came back home witn 
hij reputation ennanced and tne pro* 
miae ot his immense batting taient 
fuiniied. He batted extremely well 
in tne side matches in India and 
reeled off two magnificent centuries 
wiHi remarkable ease. He was, hnut- 
ly, given his first Test chance 
ac Catcutta wnere he promptly prov¬ 
ed himself worthy of the task Iw 
compiling scores of 90 and 46 on his 
Test debut, Wasim Raya and Javed 
Miandad also batted extremely com- 
petentty and many times notened up 
useful scores. Tne in.iur.v to Imran 
Khan at New Delhi brought to the 
fore the latent abilities of the thin 
but very energetic Sikander Bakht, 
who bore the brunt of the Pakistan 
attack on his thin shoulders manfully. 

The moat disappointing aspect of 
the Indian tour was the repeated 
failure of star batsman Zaheer Abbas 
and to some extent of Majid Knan. 
Zaheer was a victim of "high 
standarda" being set -for him and ne 
. wag tinder extreme pressure wnenever 


he went in to bat. Majid constantly 
asked ihe tour selectors to be re¬ 
lieved of the task of opening the 
innings. Once 'relegated' to his fivou* 
rite position in the lower order, he 
batted with more ease and compiled 
hfties in the last two Test matches. 

With the team slowly coming back 
into its own, tne side put up a better 
pertormance in tne final Test at 
Calcutta. And it was with renewed 
connoence in their abilities that the 
team members embarked from their 
Pisne at the Lahore Airport. 

The Board of Control'! ad hoc 
committee chief, Lt-Gen (retd.) 
Aznar Khan’s resignation paved the 
way for tbo most favoured person 
for the vacant post to step in. Ho 
was none other than Air Marshal 
(retd.) Nur Khan, who has been the 
remarkable aoministrative brain be¬ 
hind the international successes of 
Pakistan in the realms of hockey and 
squash. Tbt first decision that the 
Air Marshal took after taking over 
the ailing B(XP was epoch-making 
itself. Gen Azhar had bowed down 
to popular demand bv reinstating 
Mushtaq Mohammad as the Pakistan 
skipper, but Air Marsoal Nur Khan 
tooK a much bolder step. He had 
guts enough to name 22-vear-old 
Javed Misndad as captain of the 
Pakistan team and asked Mushtaq to 
hll in the role of a non-piaying 
manager-cum-txiach, a job which will 
now have a permanent status in 
Pakistan cricket. Mushtaq agreed 
happily and thus Javed, the young 
batting star of the rxiuntry, h^ a 
chance to demonstrate the unbound- 
ing talents he has shown os a team 
leader in other classes of the game. 

Pakistan oortainiv played os a 
better outfit against the once mighty 
Australians in the recent Test surie.t 
In Pakistan. Old stalwarts like Zaheer 
Abbas and Majid Khan were again 
given a chance to prove themselves 
and while Zaheer just failed to make 
the most of it, the Majid of old came 
back into his own. The fiawless 
majesty of Majid’s strokes were 
never seen in such abundance in any 
recent Test rubber. 

TniE ACCENT WAS ON YOUTH IN 
1 the series against Australia. 
Hiat’s why an unknown cricketer as 
the oIT-spinner Tauseef Ahmed was 
selected to play at Karachi. He came 
in on sheer merit and delighted all 
with his uncanny ability to mesme¬ 
rise the best of batsmen. Iqbal Qasim, 
the left-arm slow bowler, doesn’t 
need any introduction. He gained his 
touch lost in India and nis craft 
blossomed further still against Aus¬ 
tralia as he took 11 for 118 in the 
7-wicket win at Karachi’s National 
Stadium. 

The Australians, having lost the 
three*Test rubber by a 0-1 margin 
were naturnlly critical of the wickets, 
'ihe pitch at Karadii was meant to 
be 0 “turner" and not only Iqbal 


Qasim and Tauseef Ahmed but their 
own Ray Bright were among tne 
wideets throughout the four playing 
days. The Australians could have 
swung the match their wav had they 
brought another quality spin bowler 
with them to Pakistan. 

The Falsalubad strip was nut sup 

r sed to play dead as it finally did. 

bad rained heavily in the city for 
two days before the Test and while 
grass was used to dry the pitch, with 
excessive rolling done to straighten 
It out, It result^ in it becoming a 
glass-smooth table top, and that was 
certainly unfortunate because It 
allected the cause of positive aideet. 

Two pitdies were prepared at 
Lahore, one, a green-top and the other 
morn of ail grass, Imran's Injury re¬ 
port had not come out. And Lillee 
was seemingly ruled out of the Test 
because of the recurrence of bif old 
back injury (which later proved a 
hoax) so the Pakistan authorities 
waited for a clearer picture to 
emerge before deciding on wnich 
wicket to play. With Imran end 
Liliee both being declared fit, it was 
decided to play on the muddy strip 
so as to blunt the Aussies’ pace 
attack. And all home ground curators 
know that wickets at Test centres are 
prepared to defend our own cause 
and not to lot the games fall right 
into the laps of the visitors bv ignor¬ 
ing their strength and exposing our 
own weaknesses. 

Javed Miandad won the series on 
his tirst opportunity as national 
skipper. He may have made mistakes 
here and there., but he emerged as 
the winning leader so be i$ given a 
chance to rectify all bis errOTS in 
good time and learn not to repeat 
them. The accent on youth policy of 
the new Board set-up brought to 
light many younger players who can 
bo termed as adequate replacements 
fur the old guard. Left-handed 
A/mat Runa and the 24-.Year-old 
Azhar Khan batted courageoustv and 
ablv when given a place in the third 
Test at Lahore. Sultana Hana and 
Rizwan-ud-Zaman arc two other 
players \yho are shaping well. 

The Board is aware that from 1982 
onwards, opportunities for Pakistani 
players in English County cricket 
will be limited, so we’ll have to tap 
our own domestic sources. For that a 
nationwide "talent hunt" scheme has 
been launched with two major cen* 
tres being Lahore and Karachi. Four 
teams will be composed from tho 
talent available and regular matches' 
will be playi-d among them at all the 
grounds being maintained as Test 
centres now, or being envisaged as 
such for the future. This c’-.cellent 
scheme should bring the talent found 
abundantly in Pakistan to the sur¬ 
face and prepare the young,stcr.s for 
future international battles.. 

The immediate task Is to prepare 
n second-string side for tlic coming 
series against Indio and West Indies, 
next winter, which can be at stond- 
bve all the time to feed and replace 
the front ranks of our Test sidas. 
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RANJt S£Ml FINALS 
MAHARASHTRA VS DELHI 

Madan Lai 
calls the 
tune 

O N ALL THE FOUR DAYS OF 
their Ranji Trophy semi-finail 
against Delhi, Maharashtra looked 
like winning the match at various 
stages. They also showed the will 
ana skill to do it till their inexplica¬ 
ble collapse on the final afternoon. 
The surrender was too tame and 
shocking after such gallant cricket 
earlier. A coincidence, Delhi, too, 
like Bombay over Haryana in the 
other semi-final, scored a 114 runs 
victory. 

Those who followed Maharashtra's 
game right through the season refusi- 
ed to treat them as push-overs but 
certainly no one expected them to 
Rirn the tables on Delhi which they 
all but did. That, too, on a wicket 
which was supposed to suit the bat- 





Ivladan Lai drops Gunjai off Kirti Azad 



Sunil Malhot'a 


tery of home pacemen. In fact. 
Madan Lai alone looked auod for 
Delhi with match hgures of 10 for 
87, whereas all the Maharashtra me¬ 
dium-pacers exploited the conditions. 
If Maharashtra lost th.* match it was 
not because of their bowlers but be¬ 
cause of irresponsible batting. Also, 
.skipper Raju Bhakekar did not inspire 
anv confidence in his team by shuffl- 
lUK the order. 

A furious debate was on long be¬ 
fore the coin was flicked in the 
middle whether Bedi took the right 
stop in asking for a green top. Some 
wont to the extent of attributing 
motives. Since the left-arm spinner 
is no longer the great bowler he was 
till not very long ago, Bedi’s detrac¬ 
tors argued that he wanted an alibi 
not to bowl and the best way was to 
ordef a {lacy wicket to keep his well- 
known scamers on for long spells. 
Bedi’s supporters, on the other hand, 
insist that he was right in his judge¬ 
ment what with .the best pair of 
opening bowlers in the country today 
at his command. 


Bedi apparently had more confi¬ 
dence in his bowlers than the strong 
batting line-up running up a huge 
total on a docile strip. However, it 
was Bhalekar who had the choice 
of the wicket when he won the toss 
and he was quick to ask Bedi to bat 
first. 

Surinder caught by wicketkeeper 
oft Vijayakar 


h,* , 




Madan Lai —a rich naul 

In more ways than one, the Kotla 
match resembled the Bombay- 
Haryana tie at Rolitak. At both 
places bowlers held the whip hand, 
resulting in low-scoring gan>is. But 
there ends the similarity “Experts” 
alleged (hat the Rnhtak wicket was 
underprepared. Not so the track at 
Kotla. 

The pitch provided good bounce 
and movement. At no stage did it 
look vicious. It was only the inepti¬ 
tude of the batsmen to face the 
rising delivery that threatened to cut 
short their tenure, out in the middle. 
While the Maharashtra bowlers. 
Pandurang Salgaonkar, Sriram Torvi 
and Hemant Talwalkar, troubled the 
Delhi batsmen by making them play 
at their well-directed deliveries. 
Delhi’s task was made a little easier 
by the flashing blades of the Maha¬ 
rashtra batsmen, facing Madan Lai 
and Sunil Valson. 

After losing half th'c side for 46 
runs, Delhi were rescued by a swash¬ 
buckling knock of 71 by young Kirti 
Azad and his century stand with the 
dependable Mohlnder Amarnath (81)' 
who also was involved in a 50-run 
stand with Bedi for the ninth wicket 
to prop up the home innings. Salga¬ 
onkar. Torvi and Talwalkar were still 
able to restrict Delhi’s total to well 


within Maliard'-htra b,it<!nirn’s reach 
of 229. 

F rom the opening days 

28 for one Maharashtra 
crawled to 87 for the loss 
of two more wickets in 140' 
minutes’ play on the hazy second day 
when three hours’ play was lost ow¬ 
ing to poor visibility. The real 
breakthrough on the third morning 
was provided by leg-spinner Rakesh 
Shukla, who struck to separate the 
nvsnacing fourth-wicket pair of Bha*- 
lekar and Milind Gunjal by dismis¬ 
sing the Maharashtra captain for 47 
when the partnership was worth 74 
runs. In the same over, Shukla sent 
back the next man Arun Ghatpande. 
But with little support from the 
other end, Bedi himself not being 
able to make much impression on 
the batsmen, there was no option but 
to take the new ball immediately it 
was due. 

Madan Lai once again justified his 
captain’s decision by claiming two 
wickets, including th^t of Gunial for 
45. As Delhi looked well set to take 
the lead came the last-ditch effort. 
First Pradeep Sidhaye lashed out, 
though missing quite often, by fol¬ 
lowing up his six off Bedi earlier to 
heave Valson for another six. His 38 
helped Maharashtra quite a bit. But 







it WiM the last pair of Talwalkar aad 
Nitin Khanlwale which almost shook 
Delhi, takinx the score from 192 for 
nine to 223. Finally, a series of 
bouncers was let loose by Madao Lai 
at Khanlwale who fell when he 
swung to Valson at long leg. Delhi 
thus snatched a thrilling six-run lead. 

For all intents and purposes, the 
match was in Delhi’s pocket, only the 
formalities remaining to be complet¬ 
ed. But the Maharashtra bowlers 
would not believe so. For the second 
time in the match, they brought 
down the Delhi batting with accu¬ 
rate seam bowling. Once again, Sal- 
gaonker (5 for 53) and Torvi (3 for 
54) stressed the point that a good 
medium-pacer can survive with his 
line and movement. Even when they 
used their short stuff it was well 
directed, forcing the Delhi batsmen 
into indiscreet strokes. 

To Delhi’s shockingly low score of 
155 were added 12 penalty runs be¬ 
cause Maharashtra failed to keep up 
the over-rate, falling three short. The 
way Maharashtra fought so far in the 
match, the target of 174 in 110 mi¬ 
nutes plus the 20 mandatory overs 
did not look beyond their capability. 

The Maharashtra dressing room 
was brimming with confidence, but 
Bhalekar’s decision to overhaul the 
batting order and the early loss of 
wickets brought about an anti-climax 
to a well-fought match. Manager 
Anwar Sheikh, a fine medium-pacer 
in his time, was visibly irritated 
when he said “wonder why Bhalekar 
bad to make such a drastic change in 
the order’’, hastening to add that it 
was the captain’s prerogative. 

Leave alone wlnnlag the match, 
Maharashtra, at one stage (33 for 
seven), were in danger of recording 
their lowest-ever total in the 'RanJi— 
39 against Nawanagar at Jamnagar 
in 1941. The frustration of not being 
able to pull it off after having come 
so far, must have made Salgaonkar 
lose his cool when he fell to a short- 
pitched delivery from Madan Lai. He 
knocked the stumps out with a swing 
of his bat to invite the wratii of both 
the Delhi players and spectators. 
Salgaonkar, coming to bat at No. 8, 
thought the bowling was of intimida¬ 
tory nature, forgetting he himself let 
loose some 'bouncers at the Delhi 
tail-enders. Enraged, Madan Lai, 
who himealf was a victim of Salgaon¬ 
kar in a similar fashion earlier, hurl¬ 
ed one of the uprooted stumps back 
at Salgaonkar who in turn threw it 
back at the former Test all-rounder. 
Thus a good match was sullied. 


Maharashtra, who last made it to 
the final in 1970-71 when they lost 
to Bombay, went home vnth the 
satisfaction of having dmie well with 
a young bunch of cricketers. For 
Delhi, it was another chance to prove 
they are the best in the land, what¬ 
ever their problems off the field. 


OUB CORRESPONDENT, Delhi 
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BOMBAY VS HARYANA 

Wickets 
fell like 
nine¬ 
pins 

A FOUR-DAY (MARCH 28-31) 
match, at Rohtak, was over in 
two and a half days, resulting in 
Bombay’s entry in the Ranji Trophy 
final for the 29th time. It 
was the end of the road this season 
for Haryana who, under Kapil Dev, 
had made the semis grade of 
the national championship for 
the first time. Twice earlier, against 
Uttar Pradesh in the pre-quar¬ 
ters and Karnatak» in the quarters, 
Harvana had fought back to win af¬ 
ter being behind on the first innings. 
They could not do it a> third time, in 
spite of the fact that thev were play¬ 
ing before their own crowd. 

There was no rain or anything of 
that kind, yet the match was over in 
two and a- half days. Even a batting 
line-up like Bombay’s found it diflS- 
cult to get 150 runs in an innings. It 
all touched off a debate which rais¬ 
ed interesting points. Was the pitch 
deliberately underprepared so that 
Haryana had a better chance against 
Gavaskar’s formidable Bombay batt¬ 
ing line-up 7 The hosts resented any 
such insinuation. According to the 
Haryana coach-manager, Mr. Ra.|in- 
der Pal, a former Delhi captain who 


also has opened the attadt fPr India 
in a Test, blamed the low totals (143 
and ISO by Bombay and 68 and 111 
by Haryana) to poor batting. 

'The pitch is not to blame as much 
as bad batting by bofh sides." said 
"Pali", as Raiinder Pal was known in 
his playing days. "Agreed that the 

g itch is helping the spinners, but the 
ounce is not awkward. In fact, it is 
on the slowbr side. Tell me how 
many balls rose awkwardly ?" The 
Haryana coach-manager had a point 
and it was borne out by Dilip Veng- 
sarkar, Bombay’s star batsman who 
in an innings oi 76. showed how to 
bat against the turning ball. That 
was in Bombay’s second innings. In 
the first innings, Vengsarkar was un¬ 
lucky to be run out for 21. 

Ashok Maihutra, Haryana’s top 
batsman who in scoring over 700-runs 
this Ranji season, is hailed as the 
first batsman in the North to have 
piled up that aggregate, fell for 
nought and four to Shivalkar, but 
would not blame the wicket. "I play¬ 
ed wrong so how can I blame the wic¬ 
ket ?’’ he said. 

Gavsskar (32 and zero) shrugged 
when ask°d to explain the low scor¬ 
es. He had no explanation. All he 
would say was “1 am sorry for the 
crowd who were able to see us plav 
only for two and a half days and not 
for all four." Would he give the cre¬ 
dit to bowlers ? “In such conditions 
the bowlers will bowl well," he ans¬ 
wered. Bombay’s left arm spinner 
Padmukar Shivalkar emerged best 
with figures of nine for 57, right-arm 
off-spinner Sarkar Talwar had nine 
for 105 and the always-dependable 
'^ajinder Gool, left arm slow, bad 
seven for 105. 

Talwar and Goal have formed a 
deadly combination this season. Tbeir 






performance against Bombay is no 
joke, whatever any one may say of 
th >2 pitch. For much of his success 
Talwar, one of the most improved off- 
spinners in Indian cricket today, has 
to thank Goel. Not only Talwar, but 
many others who have opera¬ 
ted with the 38-ycar-old Goel in his 
21 years in the Ranji Trophy. Wi'l 
the selectors also please remember 
the name of this young man from 
Chandigarh when they sit down to 
business next ? As for Goel, no praise 
^an be too high for the highest wic- 
^ket-taker (46 ) in the history of the 
national championship. True, Shival- 
kar, another great left arm spinner, 
had the best match figures. But Goel 
and Talwar were bowling against a 
far stronger batting line-up, 

Vengsarkar’s 76 and his 105-run 
sixth wicket stand with Karsan Ghav- 
ri (61) after five Bombay wickets 
had fallen in a heap for 24, enhanced 
his growing reputation. Many a bats¬ 
man's reputation has been built on 
pitches tailor-made for him. This is 
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Rajinder caughl Ramnath Parkar bowled Shivalkar 


nut the case with Vengsarkar, who Vengsarkar’s 76 and Ohavri’s bold 61 
should have got the ‘man of was'five, by Ramnath Parkar. 
the match’ award had there UARYANA FACED A TARGET OF 
been one going. But for his al 226 when Bombay were all out 
76, Haryana might have won. in their second innings an hour be- 
He succeeded where others failed fore tea on the second day. If Veng- 
“because of his experience and sarkar could do it for Bombay, wbat 
professional approachl” Gavaskar abbut Kapil for Haryana ? But for 
said later. The third highest score one spanking shot for four past poi. 
in Bombay's second innings after by Kapil, captaining Haiyana for the 



first time, there was no stroke worth 
mentioning in his eight before he 
edged a catch to Suru Nayak at short 
leg off Shivalkar. Yograi Singh has 
excited some interest by his return 
to the Haryana team this season after 
a two-year lay-off. But the much- 
talked of all-rounder had little ex¬ 
traordinary to show (match figures 
of 16-3-43-1 and zero and eight with 
the bat). He was Just one more 
name in a long list of failures. 

Ravinder Chadda, Haryana’s doctor- 
captain for eight years till Kapil took 
over this season, was not called upon 
to bowl his medium pacers. But in 
scoring 45 in Haryana’s second inn¬ 
ings be had lessons to offer. When 
Haryana’s two “old" men, Chadda 
and Goel (11) were putting on 33 
runs for the last wicket, the young¬ 
sters must have been ruing their mis¬ 
takes and lost opportunities. Had 
they not panicked, Haryana might 
have been in the final. Chadda was 
last out when be leapt out to have a 
bash ait Ra^ Sbastri and was stump¬ 
ed. 

Shastrl is another new name to 
burst on the Indian cricket scene this 
season, the season of his debut. The 
tall, gangling 17-year-oId left arm 
•pinner picked up three wickets in 
the match for 43 runs. “He has a 
future if he keeps his head on his 
shoulders’’, said captain Gavaskar of 
Bombay's new boy. 

With this the town of Rohtak has 
begun having serious pretensions aa 
a cricket centre. There is room for 
improvement, which will no doubt 
come with time, Mr. Ranbir Singh 
secretary of the Hatyana Cricket 
Association is a man of drive 
and determined to put the 
State more prominently on 
the crideet scene. In seasons 
to come, more and more will be heard 
of Rohtak and Its Vaish College 
ground which has produced the in¬ 
comparable Rajinder (3oel. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rohtak 
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JUNIOR NATIONAL FOOTBALL 

Karnataka 

stumble 

through 

A COLOSSAL LOSS. GOOD OR- 
ganisation. Non-co-operation 
from the All-India Football Fede¬ 
ration. Absentee selectors. Empty 
stands. These sum up the 17th 
Junior National f'ootball, played at 
Cuttack and Berhampur, Orissa, 
recently. 

It was sweet revenge for the 
Karnataka boys, who avenged their 
14-year-old defeat at the hands of 
Andhra Pradesh at Bangalore, in 
1988. There, on home ground, they 
<had lost by 1-2. This 4.me Karna¬ 
taka too won by the solitary-goal 
margin and the Dr. B. C. Roy Tro¬ 
phy was theirs. This was Karna¬ 
taka's first outright victory, their 
earlier success being joint cham¬ 
pions with Delhi in 1963. On the 


other hand, Andhra Pradesh be¬ 
came runners-up for the second 
time in a row, having lost to Ben¬ 
gal last year at Agartala. 

Karnataka proved to be the 
iant-killers of the tournament, 
aving earlier accounted for holders 
Bengal, in the quarter-finals, in the 
tie-breaker and Maharashtra, also 
in the tie-breaker, in the semi¬ 
final. 

The final was played at a fast 
ace, with the Andhra Pradesh 
oys swamping the Karnataka de¬ 
fence in the first half and the most 
prominent among the attackers 
were their strikers P. Prasad Rao 
and Nasir Ali. But they seem to 
have exhausted their energy in the 
first half itself. Karnataka started 
with a bang in the second half and 
got the winning goal in the S3rd 
minute through striker Ramanna. 
The goal left a bad taste. A centre 
from the left flank hit a defender’s 
hand. The Karnataka boys appeal¬ 
ed for a penalty, the referee 
thought otherwise, but he was wide¬ 
ly gesticulating, which distracted 
the mind of the Andhra players. 
Ramanna, getting the loose ball, 
sent it into the far corner of the 
net. The Andhra Pradesh defen¬ 
ders were caught unawares. 




Ravi urith the coveted trophy 


They tried their level best for 
the equaliser, which eluded them. 
But they were deprived of what 
seemed a certain penalty when a 
Karnataka defender handled the 
ball in the penalty box. Ravi 
Kumar, the Karnataka captain, was 
very pleased with the outcome : 
"We were lucky to a certain extent. 
After we defeated Bengal, we got 
extra energy. We thoutht that if 
we could defeat Bengal, we should 
be able to defeat the other teams. 
The match against Maharashtra was 
close, but luck was with us." 

In the first semi-final, at Cuttack, 
Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pra¬ 
desh were locked 1-1. It was a 
rough match and after two players 
(Sunil of Madh.vg Pradesh and 
Ram Krishnan of Andhra Piadesh) 
were shown the red card, the 
teams played good football and the 
two goals came. Lavanya gave An¬ 
dhra Pradesh the lead in the fii’st- 
halfi. while Subhanay equal.sed for 
Madhya Pradesh in the second. 


The game tended to be rough 
and the Madhya Pradesh boys never 
ahowed their opponents to hang on 
to the ball for long. In the second- 
leg match, at Berhampur, both the 
teams played better football, creat¬ 
ed chances and missed, till about 
three minutes before the final 
whistle, when Prasad Rao scored a 
goal—it was his goal all the way. 
He dribbled past a few defenders 
and then beat the custodian with 
an angular shot. 

The other semi-final, between 
Karnataka and Maharashtra, prov¬ 
ed to be dramatic. In the fust leg 
at Berhampur, Karnataka were 
the superior side, scoring two 
one in each half. Ramanna 
Nagendran scored. They missed a 
lot of chances and two shots hit the 


goals, 

and 
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A WM platn^ evident thftt 
k-. ni^ of the teams jhad players 
^ were above the age. of W. 
only escception bei;^ Bary* 
:;;iha£ vrbo flelded players who 
, ?jl«ere bftween , l7-ia ftrhaps 

B-.C1'. 


, wPrai cu^rits were Jammu 
iM .Kashmir, who had practi> 
' " calV sent thdr abnibr team. 
>, BhopMider Rawat fold,|he : '^This 
age questidn his beeome a big 
&ee. Juit hnaaine. in the 



Ilf-SliESENT. 
all ai^ieres ol 
ct of ‘steal* 

. „ --- showed 

Junior'National Ibotball. 
spectators were indiinaiit at 
miinner in which all cbnsi- 
f4e»tiona of maintaining the age 
.'llpilit was thrown to ..the wind. 



name or ^m which state he. 
came, but this should be shaped 
ft all cost** 

vKIRAM^ PROTBSTKl).’ 
sgiinst the age of dm Uttar Fre- 
!v deah playeca. tlib .Uttar Prad^ 

. -'bfflmatt could not produce the 
' vBge^certifleates as tni^had lost 
tlwin while coming, ^ey had 
:' ^lid a ^aiy to that e^^t. but 
:. thtgr could not get them ttom the 
; tai^Oe. Tlta ' ofii^lsers gave 
.Ihemitwo days to produce the 
or they would be 
.-ashed to witiidrsw their team 
^ fnHn the tournament. The UP 
' " OQcfals - left < mr Calcutta and 
' ' 'from there they Went car to 
' getvthe duplicate of the certifl* 

.;' cates whidh were lying at their. 

cfBOOi Ihey somehow managed 
'. to produce the certiAcates in time 
. and thus were able to play in 
the tournament, and ultimately 
reached the ouarter-ilbal stage. 

;;the tournament was a 

Dig financial loss, especially at 
the Cuttack .fod. At Cuttack, 
the total eapense was Rs 60,000. 
Out of that a meagre Rs 5,000 
was collected from the gates. 
The organisers expect Rs lO.OOU 
from the government and also 
expect to collect another Rs 
10,000 as donations from private 
sources. But remember, there are 
all expected sums and no one can 
VC any guarantee that even¬ 
tually toese will come. At the 
other end, at Berhampur, the 
organisers were able to collect a 
considerable sum from the gates 
and were thus quits. The people 
at large were of the opinion -that 



mayed'Ai 

e minimum^rfrte^ln 


oro^ H CUf 
whm C^ism p 

dndi And the _ 

^mateh Mw^tiadbya Pm- 
desii aiid Utt^ Ptlidwt^ . the 
capacity bein|^.'''abo^ 36,000- 

S fiOO. ..At Bgrnampur, nearly 
the matritea were well-atten- 
dedr especially ^ holidays, when 
it was packed lb the capacity of 
7 , 000 . 


APTER BENGAL DREW 
their match against Karhataka, 
the former’s coach, B. Oebnath 
lodged a compkunl' that the 
bdots of the lCamata|» hoya did 
not conform to the r^ptteUona. 
According to .the law, a r^eree 
should check the equij^ents of 
a player before a maten. He can 
even go to the dressing room and 
check the equipments. The refe¬ 
ree. Samakanta' Fatenayak, dia 
file, a report Where he said that' 
he had Checked the boctg of all 
the players. But according to an 
gye-witnew, the manager of the 
Maharashtra team, Mr Anwar 
Yusui^. ah ex-national referee, 
the ralerCe did not check, the 
equipments af. alt 

tub REmuX IN QUSS- 
tion. Samakanta Patanayak, was 
one of the most contiroversial 
persons during the champion¬ 
ship. He supervised nearly all 
the matches that took place at 
Berhampur. Be used yeilow cards 
on a number of occaMons mui 
came to be generally regarded 
as « 'yeilow card tndireet 
frce*k>ck’ referee, that there 
. wem many among &e oi^tehiseni 
that were on^osed agai^.. Mm 
was evident when the ainawt 
secretary of the Orisia Eomball 
Association, Mr Rush! Bhaboo, 
toM the officials at Bachampur 
(on' learning that a F^danayak 
would be reteTeeing' tile semi¬ 
final between K h m i fta k a itbd' 
Maharashtra) : “It aeems thati 
there are ,no Other m^rees^V 
Later Rush! l^iahoo toM.^ : 'T 
know he is the only .nat|»nar; 
referee In OrissA but why does 
he supeMae tournaments diat 
are not recognised by the asso- ^ 
ciatiuu.” 

IN FACT, lUE ^dQTB 
running of the organfMUon. 
especially at Cuttack, waa auin* 
ly due to this man, Kushi Sbaoo. 
He did -practicauy everything, 
and the most striking - thing 
about him was that alter the 
match Whm evdiybody 

ing to he .near .thavAiFF''|iMii>'''' 
dent, Nurul'Amini. in 


Tin 

team was 
were a close 
players'Were a. _ 
ther. They .Were the 
that did not take 
facilities that were arrange 
the drganiserB«8t Cuttack, 
were two options, either 
the food that is serv^, or Wise; 


an allowance of Rs .l3 pec:, day 


evoy mem-' 
sh brought 


would be paid for e. 
ber. Andhra Pradesh 
wijtb them their oWn cooh .:wn)d,‘^'rV 
they had their owp food. Asl^i': . 
Why this was so, the 
the team, Gopal Rao, ; ’saidir'. '* 
“Most of my players come atom.: 
the so-called lower' strata of 
society. If I give them the 
money they will try to save - as ■ 
much as possible end in the pro¬ 
cess will not take diet • that te * 
ne^ed. So in this way. I’m aWe 
to save about six or. Seven 
rupees per. day for them, and at*- 
the same time give them subs-; 
tantial food so ^t.thCy get tlm 
calories they need." ■ ' , • 

THE MAraSYA FRADE^ 
outfit was a very jolly one. They 
were always singing and dancr . 
ing, no matter whetfin' tiiey Won 
or lost. The managcr-cuto- 
coach, Mr R. D, Bilaiya, fold my 
that they were satisfi^ With the 
team's performance and Were 
happy to reach tiie semi-dlhal 
stage. Also saflsScd Wi^ his 
team's performamse wav ' 

dcr Rawat, the coach df Minted* V 
rashtra : “After al^ we ptaClhwd 
tor only a week luui we . 
here. We would not been abw 
to make the trip had H nOt been 
for Mafatlal Group who gave us 
Rs 5,000 and sponsored tnC, fripw' 
The associatloh did not .givC -ux 
anything at all," :j . 

The playiw who caM 
Cf. e«ery<me wHa p. 

-^e ' 

, ^Cffira' PradcSlj;^' 
gin oOer to plgy’ 
rjftof RailWaj ^ 

wanted to represent w 
me the^tatgreoniM jbjdAr 

K tulationsf Sb. nry hii^. 

« at least wlib Witold 
to play for tiM a le*th< 

.ehwwltere; ' . 





were 


worthy winners. 

It wee e iportlng gesture on tjte 
pert of the Kernetake manager and 
coach to have agreed to play for 
four consecutive days (flrat and 
second day against Bengal, the lat* 
ter being a rep.ay, third day flist- 
leg semi-final) when they fielded 
the team lor the second leg semi- 
£tal, 

tMaharashtra started with a bang 
—they were two up within the first 
16 minutes. They beat the hard- 
tackling Karnataka defenders thrice 
and scored two goals within that 
period. Left strilcer Sa:amma and 
linkman Fernandez were the brains 
behind all the moves. 5alamma 
scored the first goal. From a cen¬ 
tre from John from the left riank, 
he ran and headed the ba.l over 
the goal-keeper s head. The second 
goal followed soon, when Salamma 
end Fernandez took the ball trom 
the mid-field to the top of the box, 
before Fernandez took a prompt 
shot which went into the far cor¬ 
ner of the net. Seeing that Sa am-‘ 
ma was causing a lot of trouble, 
the Kainataka stopper Manivan- 
nam saw to it that Salamma left 
the field, with a hard and unjusti- 
/fied tack.e. But he came back and 
was instrumental m the third goal 
for his side. 

But before that came about. Kar¬ 
nataka scored a goal when there 
was a faulty clearance by a Maha¬ 
rashtra defender, Imtlaz, and 
Vishnu, lying nearby. Just placed 
the ball in the open net. 'then 
came the third goal for iV^aharash- 
tra. A centre from the right win¬ 
ger, Manoj Kumar, saw Salamma 
executing a Shyam Thapa-liko 
back-volley, which hit the post and 
cam* back, but Raju, lying handy, 
pushed the ball Into the net. In 
the tie-breaker, Karnataka scored 
Ulrica against Maharashtra's one. 
‘Thus two South Indian teams en¬ 
tered the final, Karnataka for the 
fourth time, Andhra Pradesh for 
the seventh. 

flOLDZRS FOR THZ LAST TWO 
U years and the glamour team of 
the tournament. Bengal, bowed out 
in the quarter-final, when they lost 
in the tie-breekor to ICamataki, in 
the replay. On the first day, Ben- i 
gal had the edge over their oppo- | 




















iiehls in a mediocre match. Bengal 
were totally unimpressive in the 
initial period and were busy de¬ 
fending their own citadel. Slowly, 
they started controlling the game, 
but the Karnataka defence effec¬ 
tively blunted the Bengal attack 
till the interval. 

But just two minutes after the 
interval, Bengal shot ahead as 
skipper Rsmen Das scored. But 
whatever grip Bengal had on the 
game was further squeezed as 


Afodhya Pradesh custodian comes out to challmse on Andhra move 



hard-working linkman Swapan 
Houth limped off with an injury. 
Karnataka equalised 11 minutes 
later, captain Ravi Kumar's free- 
kick, from 30 yards out, finding the 
mark. The game tended to be 
rough with the yellow card being 
liberally shown (Karnataka four, 
Bengal two). 

In the replay, Karnataka were 
the better side, though the match 
could not produce any result. But 
if one takes into account the chan¬ 
ces the two teams had, Karnataka 
had the edge and when they beat 
Bengal 3-1 in the tie-breaker, one 
felt they deserved to win. Bengal 
scored from the first penalty and 
Karnataka equalised. Kanutakn 
custodian, Navanityan then came to 
his team's rescue and saved the 
next three shots. A better way of 
putting it would be the Bengal 
players shot straight into the goal¬ 
keeper's hands. Karnataka missed 
the second shot, but they netted 
the next two to enter the semi¬ 
final. 















of a 

afadium 

fitmma tbs past tivc 

^ mooOtt, M many as six tour* 
namm^ti of a national stature 
took place at the picturesque 
Barahatt Stadium at Cuttack. 
First, there was the match bet- 
“wcen Bast Zone and the visiting 
Australian cricket team in the 
last week of October. Then there 
was the C. K. Nayudu matches 
durlngthe fhst week of Novem¬ 
ber. The Banii Trophy matches 
and some of the Cooch Behar 
Trophy matches took place at 
December. Then there was the 
National Hockey during February 
and last of all, the Jumor Natio¬ 
nal Football 


The Orissa Olympic Associa¬ 
tion, which maintains the 
ground has rented out the 
ground floor of the stadium to 
varimu organisations. From this 
they Set an annual revenue of Rs 
thm fikhs. The j^ound itaelf 
is also rented out for various 
cultural programmes fnmi which 
they get at an average 8s one 
takh aimuatly. These are the 
primal heads of incmna 


On the expenditure tdde, they 
spfHtd abmit Rs 411000 on an ave- 
l oge on the groimd ^11 ~ They 
change the grast twice every 
year. ,Thme ia c<ms^ mbuttog 
and/trinumng which kaeps 
grouncin its iih^ grseh condi¬ 
tion. ihiw use mrtiliiers t# help 
the growth of the grass khtt for 
that they have h!w Of 
Krishna Chandra |tm}th,;a ior- 
mer groundsman^ of tibia .Kittn 
Qerdens to look aftar idiBa4naht* 
tenance of the ground. 

The Orisaa CHgin^ Aasooiatlon 
baa splatwr to. increkko tttit com'' 
plex. Thity want to ineceese the 
lodging famlitiaa ;ftuthei^ provid¬ 
ed, of courset thev can ..diOSadi 
the neeeaaaiar funoa T^: ' 
to itUHT^eolha .jpdgin 

.i!likvB»afithSttw’-ai5Wlottr-_ 

tM4 fit thd- iMr ait prasant:. 
gOiflOOIls spa# fo.'n^tidn 'the 
ImUdliiiPt which. 
the Moommaiilatio 
ikB teidhaiatid g! 

otherjUgitilh 
Qimg ' wdekS' a. 

QOA ,plant thtf 

,#11 lie gmihk' 


, I;*-/' 



Another quarter-flnal encounter 
which could not be decided on the 
first day was the match between 
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 
Both the teams were of equal 
strength, the exchanges were per¬ 
fectly balanced, each side creating 
moves and missing several chances, 
before Sunil scored the winning 
goal for Madhya Pradesh in the 
second half of the replay. But 
before that, three Madhya Pradesh 
boys, were shown the yellow card. 
The iMadhya Pradesh boys could 
have settled the issue in the first 
outing itself, had they been able to 
convert the penalty that was 
awarded. 

The local people lost all interest 
in the tournament, when the hosts, 
Orissa, lost to Andhra Pradesh in 
another quarter-final. The two 
teams played an exhibition match 
just the day before they were to 
meet, and on that day, Orissa em¬ 
erged victors. But in the match 
that mattered, Orissa lost due to 
their over-confidence. In fact, 
they were awarded a penalty just 
two minutes before the final whis¬ 
tle, but they could not utilise it. 
They were leading till the interval, 
Manas Samal having scored mid¬ 
way through the first-half. But 
after the interval, P. Prasad Rao, 
the wonder boy of Andhra Pradesh, 
scored two goals in quipk succession 
to gain a lead. 

The other quarter-final, between 
Maharashtra and Manipur, proved 
to be a keenly-contested match, 
with both the teams going all out 
for the goal, which ultimately was 
scored by Salamma, Maharashtra’s 
captain, and a prolific scorer in the 
tournament. 

TN THE GROUP MATCHES, 
hosts Orissa had smooth sail¬ 
ing in their inaugural tie against 
Madhya Pradesh in Group B, win¬ 
ning the match by a convincing 3-1. 
There was some confusion" regard¬ 
ing this match as Himachal Pra¬ 
desh and Bihar did not turn up and 
the organisers were forced to bring 
in Madhya Pradesh in this group. 
Tripura was the other team in this 
group. So, from this group, the 
task of qualifying for the quarter- 
flnal was much easier. Orissa, with 
victories in both the matches (Tri¬ 
pura 3-0), headed the group and 
Madhya Pradesh by virtue of thejr 
victory against Tripura (6-0) made 
it to the quarter-mal stage. 

One doubts whether Madhya Pra¬ 
desh could have beeh wble to make 
it to that stage if they had played 
in their original group (B>. There, 
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam and Kerala fought against 
each other for a berth to the quar- 
ter-finfll. Uttar Pradesh; with vic¬ 
tories against Kerala (2-0) and 
Assam (4-2> and a draw against 
Andhra Pradesh, secured five 
points to top the group. They were 


followed closely by Aiidhra Fra^ 
desh, with four points, thrashing 
Assam 4-0 (Nasir Ali. their right 
striker scoring a hat-trick) and 
drawing with Kerala (2-2) and 
then a draw against Uttar Pradesh. 
Assam won only one match, against 
Kerala (3-2). but their striker 
Anup Bhattacharya impressed in 
all the outings, and will perhaps 
make the big grade soon. 


The most keenly fought group— 
Group C—saw Maharashtra, Kar¬ 
nataka and Jammu & Kashmir se¬ 
curing four points each by winning 
two matches. Maharashtra (Pondi¬ 
cherry 5-0, Jammu & Kashmir 5-1 
and Karnataka Orl) topped the 
group with a better goal average 
than Karnataka (Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir 0-1, Maharashtra 1-0 and 
Pondicherry 3-0) and Jammu & 
Kashmir (Karnataka 1-0, Pondi¬ 
cherry 1-0, Maharashtra 1-5). 


Group A had the maximum num¬ 
ber of teams—^five. Bengal, as ex¬ 
pected, headed the group, but they 
had to cross some stifi hurdles on 
the way. In their first match, 
against Tamil Nadu, they were 
their true self, notching up a 4-1 
victory. But the next day, they 
came across Rajasthan, a fit side. 
Bengal dominated the first-half and . 
scored two goals. In the second- 
half, they increased the lead. But 
that did not stop Khushiram from 
scoring a goal for Rajasthan to re¬ 
duce the margin.' Again Bengal 
scored to make it 4-1. But during 
the dying stages of the game, 
Khushiram scored two more tq re¬ 
cord the first hat-trick of the tour¬ 
nament. In their next match, they 
drew a blank with Haryana and, 
in what was perhaps the best match 
of the tournament, just about man¬ 
aged to secure full points against 
sprightly Manipur, when right 
winger Ramen Das headed in a 

centre from P. M^umdar, two 
minutes before the mial whistle. 
Incidentally, on that day, the or¬ 
ganisers netted the highest gate 
sale (Rs. 7,000). Among the Ben¬ 
gal boys, it was Krishanu Dey who 
impressed the most. The striker 
has a lot of thrust and ^ always 
on the look-out for chances from 
which a goal could be scored. 


For the second spot in this 

g roup, there was tbugh competition 
etween Manipur and Tamil Nadu, 
both getting four points, both win¬ 
ning two and losing two. That 
Manipur, deserved to make the 
quarter-finals was proved when 
they defeated Tamil Nadu by a 
convincing 4-0, and uUhnately had 
a better goal average than Tamil i 
Nadu. Rajasthan followed closely 
with three points and Haryana 
brou^t up the rear with two. 

SARAJIT OEB, Cuttack 




Sunil Mtihoira 
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Thamiz Harsam : 
Medal in the 
making ? 

T hamiz harsam is not as 

euy a name to remember as 
Milkha Sinffb or Sriram Singb, but it’s 
one that is going to be hitting tbe 
haadilnea long enough to enable one 
to pronounce it with easel Espedally 
durug the Olympic year when there 
is greater than usual focus on Indian 
athletics. A year ago, when the Delhi- 
based Air Force sprinter began to 
make his presence felt in Services’ 
and State Athletics, no one really 
took him seriously. At the beginning 
of 1980, however, he stands out as 
potentially our b^t for the new sea¬ 
son—and a very good prospect for 
Moscow. 

Thamiz remains as anonymous as 
he was a year ago. For a very odd 
reason. Sports desks all over the 
country still find the telex lines play¬ 
ing havoc with his name every time 
the young airman wins an event! As 
a result, most reporters do the next 
best thing to reporting his success— 
just ignore him I So the man who 
was a surprise last-minute entry for 
the Aslan Athletic Meet in Tokyo 
last May, who achieved a rare treble 
m the Slices' meet, winning 100 (11. 
0 secs), 200 (21.1 secs) and 400 met¬ 
res (47.4 secs) in Pune, and who went 
On to win both the 200 and 400 met¬ 
res finals in the Inter-State Meet 
in Hiatar last February with some 
ease, ia still an unknown commodity 
in Indian athletics. At tbe time of 
writing he has added yet another 
laurel winning the 400 metres in 
48.8 secs in the Pakistan National 
Games in Karachi. 

There ia an amualng story going 
round in Delhi athletic circlet ab¬ 
out Haraam, which suggests that his 
name was struck off from the result 
shaft of a meet because some bright 
spark thought that the unfamlOar 
name had crept in through a typiat’s 
error I Some months later, the same 
unknown appeared in the selection 
trials at the NSNiS Patiala for the 
Aslan Athletic Championships, and 
knowledgeable athletic enthusiasts 
were hard-pressed to decide as to 
when and how he had entered the 
scene. Thamiz wss not in the list of 
probables invited for the coaching 
camp, but had travelled to Patiala at 
the instance of his coach Airman 
Dogre, to have a shot at the trials. 
He finished 4th in the IDO metres be¬ 
hind Gnanasekharan (10.4 secs), Adil 
Sumariwala (lO.S secs) and O. L. 
Thomas (10.8 secs), clocking a care¬ 
er-best 10.8 secs. Later he won the 
200 metres in a slowish 22 second 
plus time. By usual reckoning, hav¬ 
ing failed to attain the qualifying 
times, fixed by the AAFI. he should 


have been out. But Thamis Harsam 
is not the kind of athlete who gets 
put off very easily. His coads and 
well-wishers, who felt that he deser¬ 
ved a second look, pleaded for his 
retention in the camp at the athlete's 
own expense. National coach Saini, 
felt this wa* reasonable enough a 
demand, and the national federation 
acceded to it. 

Unassuming though be appeared, 
Thamiz Harsam suffered from none 
of the scepticism of his senior fellow 
athletes. ”1 am here to learn to im¬ 
prove and 1 would try to make the 
best possible use of the opportunity 
given to me” be remarked. And 
train he certainly did with a vengean¬ 
ce. He was, to quote one of the coa¬ 
ches present at the NSNIS, "one of 
the most enthusiastic and hard-work¬ 
ing trainees.” What was particularly 
encouraging about young Thamiz 
was his readiness to compete at a 
moment's notice—a distinct lack of 
which has been evident in many of 
our leading lights. For competition 
is something he had been trained to 
-eiish. With this in-built advantage 



Thamtr What'e (n a name? 


over his fellow runners, he was 
bound to go placea. One recollects 
with some delight, how he offered 
to be the pace-maker for middle and 
long-diatance men atruffgUng to achi¬ 
eve the qualifying timet for aelectlon 
to the Tokyo meet, By tbe time tbe 
final aelectiona were made, Thamiz 
Harsam waa one of the fittest man 
on the squad, rearing to go into eo 
tiOD In any International meet that 
came w way. He made the Indian 
4X100 m relay quartet on tbeer 
consistency, and played so impcrtant 
role in its national record-breaking 
third Place in 40.41 sees behind Japan 
and ’Thailand at the Asian Champion¬ 
ships. 

Air Force coach Manohar Dogra 
was thrilli^ at-his iNrotege’s sucoeas. 

Tbe dieerfui Thamiz has no com¬ 
plaints about his success being play¬ 
ed on a low key. “It suits me down 
to the ground”, he says. “It also 
mesns that sports readers don’t ex¬ 
pect too much from me—and that 
really makes somewhat easier than 
it is for people like my friend Sri¬ 
ram Singh.” 


Tanhts cannot Wait 

TN INDIA THERE ARE HARDLY 
1 My sportsmen or women who 
wouldgive up everything to pursue 
the sports he or the likes. Gita Ku¬ 
mar (16) is one such spprts woman, 
who Is willing to give up her studies, 
BO that she can devote more time to 
tennis. She started playing tennis 
from the tender age of il or 12 at 
Calcutta South Club, under the gui¬ 
dance of national coach Akhtar All. 
But then it was more of a pastime. 
When she realised that she had 
some potentlalg sne started practising 
seriously. That was when she was 
14. She felt that she could do well 
if she wanted to. 


A year back, she left her school 
(Loreto Houso, Calcutta) so that ahe 
could give more attention to her 
first love, tennis. Her father, Na- 
resh Kugiar, a name familiar in the 
tennis world, gave her all the en¬ 
couragement she needed and helped 
her to sit for the Senior Cambridge 
(in a private capacity), the results 
of which she is awaiting. She 
left school because at that time there 
was a tournament at Delhi and she 
wanted to participate in that. 


Gita prefers the serve-and-volley 
game, "I’m strong in that, but now 
I’m concentrating on my ground 
shots”, she added. 


It is four hours of practice every 
day for Gita. First she runs in the 
club and then skips. After that she 
plays with Parveen Singh, a coach of 
tbe club and Afzal All, the younger 
brother of Akhtar All. “Mott of the 
time Akhtar is there. My father also 
tries to be there so that ha can help 
me”, she says. Like all tennis play¬ 
ers, she has the ambition of winning 
Aa Wimbiedon. “But that is far, 
far away. First, let her establish 
herself as the Inala No, 1 than onl^ 
can wa think , whether the can go 
ahead. For ^at she bit to work 
raalljr bard, She has soma potentials, 


tha 


natural athlete but aba hia 


to go a long way. But tha main 
thing it Alt she hat to work hard, 
Indian girls stirt with g dliadvant- 
age, they un’t be left alone, so aho 
has to thuffla hare and tbara. But 
the p^otials, 
ni give all tta fadli^s she imds. 
But aha muat prove herself Brit”- 
iNsrash Kumar mtarvanad. 


But Oita has made up her mind to 
go abroad and play aa many tourna¬ 
ments she can ‘‘baGauia by tourna¬ 
ment practice only one can improv*,” 
she says. She is leaving Calcutta at 
tha end of this month and intenda 
to start playing toumamants. 

Gita's favourite player Is Jimnw 
Connors and among the .women, it » 
Evonne Cawley. She has teen them at 
Wimbledon and was really thrilled to 
tee tiiem at play. But, when it 
comes to following someone’s gome. 
It it Jimmy Connors, and no on« else. 




Crossword 
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ACROSS: 


t In chess, a position In which ont> 
side is reduced to a state of help 
lessness, since any move made 
leads to disaster (8) 

4 A deep pool frequented by fish in a 
river (4) 

8 The feeling of relief coming after a 
period of great-effort, especially In 
distance running (6, 4) 

11 A light sailing-vessel for racing (5) 

12 Nothing (5) 

13 The side that Is marked, as of a 
playing-card (4) 

14 Skating arena (4) 

18 The capital of Ghana (5) 

20 A very thin light dress material (5) 

21 An acrobatic stunt which also gives 
the figurative meaning "to turn 
over" (10) 

23 —Lewis, former captain of the 
MCC cricket team (4) 

24 Officials at a race (8) 

DOWN 

t Athlete's thin gauzy jersey (6) 

2 and 22 Spanish painter (4) 

3 To fight by grappling with a person 

and trying to throw him to the 
ground (7) 

5 —of a boxer (or jockey) Is done 

before (or after) a contest (8-2) 

6 An artist employs them to pose for 
him (6) 

7 —Gardens: cricket-ground In Cal¬ 

cutta (4) 

8 Six (or eight) deliveries make one 
(4) 

10 One who receives no handicap in 
a game (7-3) 

14 Takes part in a rebellion (7) 

15 A short-legged hound used for 
hunting hares (6) 

16 A Hindu system of mental disci¬ 
pline (4) 

17 —Lillee, cricketet for Australia (6) 

18 —and graces: affected manne¬ 
risms (4) ^ 

22 See 2 down 

(SoiuMons next week) 


Question box 


|Answf^«s bv Surth'f VaidyR 

0. Dural Dabu, KUpeninpakkam, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Ot Has Rajlnder Goal played any 
Test? Give the full details ot his Test 
career. 

A: No. He has just played four inter- 
rtatlonal games, i.e., against at the visit¬ 
ors in zonal matches, in which he has 
captured six wickets at an average of 
43 83. 

N. V. Rajen, Madras. 

Q: How many runs did Kapil Dev 
make against West Indies at Banga¬ 
lore and Madras in 1978-79? 

A: Kapil Dev scored 12 at Banga¬ 
lore and 0 and 26 not out at Madras 
against West Indies in 1978-79. 
Pr e deep K. Oesh, Cuttack. 

Q: What is the highest individual 
score In a Test innings ? 

A: Garfield Sobers's unbeaten knock 
of 365 made against Pakistan in the 
third Tost at Kingston in 1957-58 is 
the highest individual score made In a 
Test innings. 

8. M. Hussain, S. Israr HusMIn, 8. 
Rais Hussain, A. H. JassI, Kanpur 

Q: When, where and against whom 
did Mohinder Amarnath make his debut 
in Tests? 

A: Mohinder Amarnath played his 
first Test for India against Australia 
at Madras In 1969-70. 

Rajpat R. Pasi, Bombay. 

Q: Who was Surinder Amarnath’s 
partner, when the pair added over 100 
runs against New Zealand? How many 
runs did they score? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar was Surinder 
Amarnath's partner and they added 
204 in the 1st Test at Auckland in 
1975-76 in partnership tor the second 
wicket. 

Jaata Jsal, Bombay 

Q: Who came to bat after Kapil 
Dev, in the fourth Test against England 
last year? 

A: Yashpal Sharma came in to 
bat at the fall of Kapil Dev's wicket 
In the second Innings of The Oval 
Test against England in 1979. 


BOUiTION TO CR088W0RD NO. 68 



A m u t t, Caleulla. 

Q: How many runs did Kapil Dav 
mMa In the calendar year 1979 ? 

A: Kapil Dev made 618 tuns and 
took 74 wickets in the calendar year 
1979, each of which is a world record 
for an all-rounder. 

Raja Banei)ee, Calcutta. 

Q: When, where and against 
whom did P. Sen make his Test debut 
and what was his performance in the 
1st Test 7 

A: P. Sen played his first Test for 
fndia in the 3rd Test against Australia 
at Melbourne In 1947-48 when he made 
4 and 2 as a batsman and caught 
S. Q. Barnes and stumped R. A. 
Hamence in the Test. 

Rajanikant Srivastava, Bihar. 

Q: What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of former India captain, B. B. 
BedI ? 

A: Former India captain, Bishan 
Singh Bedi, In 67 Tests has bowled 
21,;367 balls, 1,097 maidens and has 
captured 266 wickets coiiceding 7,637 
runs for the same. On 14 occasions 
he has captured five or more wickets 
in an innings and once 10 or more 
wickets in a match. His best bowling 
figures in an innings Is 7)98 v. 
Australia at Calcutta in 1969-70. 

Alok Das, DIgboi. 

Q : When, where and against whom 
did Pankaj Roy make his Test debut? 
What is his batting records, and that 
of Subroto Guha ? 

A: Pankaj Roy played his first 
Test at Delhi against England in 
1951-52 and since then in 43 Tests he 
had scored 2,442 runs at an average 
of 32.56, hitting five centuries. Subroto 
Guha has captured only three wickets 
in four Tests that he played for India. 



lR.,n|,t Ghost' 

QUESTIONS 

LLOWING ARE (A) SOME OLYM¬ 
PIC record-holders and (B) the 
events In which they set up records. 
Pair them correctly. 

Edwin Moses, Wolfgang Nordwig 
Richard Fosbury, Bruce Jenner, Daniel 
Bautista. Lasse Viren, Keipchoge Keino. 
Miklos Nemeth, Lee E. Evans, James 
R. Hines. 

20 km walk, 100 m sprint, 1500 m run. 
Throwing the javelin, 5,000 m run, 
400 m sprint. Decathlon, High jump, 
400 m hurdles, Pole vault. 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


I 


Boris Sehapiro 


The ideas behind lead-directing doubles 
are not clearly understood by many 
players. The Llghtner slam double, 
requesting your partner 'to find an 
unusual lead, is well enough documented 
and has proved its worth over the years. 
However, the concept of extending the 
scope of the Lightner is less well known. 
For example, suppose that you deal 
and open three-clubs. The next player 
joins in with three-spades, your partner 
competes with four-clubs and on your 
right you hoar four-spades. A double 
from you in this situation cannot show 
high card defensive strength and can 
only suggest some unexpected void which 
may lead to the defeat of four-spades 
if only partner can be alerted. Of course, 
if ho regards his hand as unsuitable, 
he can always sacrifice in five-ciubs but 
that might suggest that his push to four- 
clubs was not very sound. 

Doubles of conventional bids are cer¬ 
tainly rather two-edged weapons. They 
can suggest a good lead, they may pave 
the way to a cheap sacrifice; but against 
that they allow the opponents extra room 
to manoeuvre. For example, suppose 
that you double a cue bid of five-clubs 
with a good holding in the suit. This lets 
the opponent on your left pass or re¬ 
double, as well as make whatever bid he 
would have found normally. Of course, 
different partnerships attach different 
meanings to these extra bids, but it is 
your double that has given them more 
time to explore their slam possibilities. 
At a lower level there are often close 
decisions. Take this deal from the 1962 
trials. As West you hold; 

♦ AOS 
10843 

0 A J 10 8 

♦ 52 I 

and you hear the following bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 ^ pass 1 NT pass 

2 NT pass 3 NT pass 

pass 7 

Well, do you make a lead-directing 
double? Everything looks perfect - the 
opponents have nothing in reserve (no- 
one can possibly have the values for 
a redouble) and it looks as though a 
diamond lead will get the defence off 
to the best start Unfortunately, this was 
the full hand 


ri 


. 


$ 


AOS 
10842 
A J 10 8 
5 2 



♦ J 108743 
0093 
5 

J 10 8 


At the tables where West doubled East 
dutifully led a diamond and the declarer 
had an easy run to nine tricks. True, he 
could not have been confident when he 
saw dummy, but the kind club break and 
finding the Ace of spades well placed 
left him with no problems Whenever 
West failed to double. East made his 
natural spade lead. You can see what 
happened ~ with only eight top tucks 
declarer tried for his ninth with a heart 
.finesse. That led to three off . . . You 
can see what I mean about the double- 
edged nature of lead-directing doubles. 


Chess 


A taste for the eccentricities of opening 
play seems needed for the appreciation 
and enjoyment of this week's game, 
Michael Basman, who is by far the 
leading eccentric in British chess today, 
has been experimenting not only with 
Grob's Attack (1 P - KKt4) but even with 
answering 1 P-K4 by 1 . . . P-KKt4. 
Now it IS clear to any classically-minded 
master that such a defence must be 
inferior - even to the point of being 
suicidal. However, it cannot be denied 
that problems arise for White d he tries 
to refute the ‘Basman Defence' out of 
hand, as was proved by the game 
Ginsburg - Basman (Lloyds Bank Masteis, 
London, 1979), which commenced 1 
P-K4, P-KKt4; 2 P - 04, P KR3: 
3 P-0B4, P-03: 4 Kt-OB3, Kt-OB3, 
5 P-KR4, PxP; 6 P-05, Kt-K4. 
7 P - B4. Kt - Kt3 and after 68 moves 
was won by Black, In our example 
below we see a slightly moie lestrainor 
form of the defensive system, thougf 
Black still manages to advance both 
KtPs and his KBP in the first five moves 

White. 0«(a Fuster; Black Mirhael Ba*- 

man. Queen’s Pawn, Basrr,an Dnionce 
(Lloyds Bank Masters, London, H'79) 

1 P-04. P-K3: X Kt-Ke3,P-QKt4 

3 B-KtS... 


■ ' , ■ i-'„, 

Tb provoke Basman is unnecessary'. Simele 
was3P-K3. 

3 ...P-KB3; 4 a-B4, B-KU 

3 QKt-Ot, P-KU;a B-Kt3,P-KR4 
7 P-KR4,P-KtS; I Kt-KKtl, P-KB< 
3 P-K3, Kt-K2; 10 Kt - KX. Kt - Kt3 
11 Kt-KB4.KtxKI; 12BxKt,B-C)3 

13 B X B, P X B 

The Canadian master has been unable to maki 
anything out of the openirtij. His slow man 
oeuvres cximbined with the closed nature o 
the pawn po.siticn have alio-, "d Bl,»ck tc 
obtain excellent prospects. 

14 P-QB4, P- R3: 15P-B3, Kt-B3 

13 0BPxP, RPxP: 17 BkP, 0-3 

The situation is now very difficult tor White 
Ho has a material advantage but no safe 
spot for his King 

13 P-B4. Kt-KtS; 1SK-B2, R-B2 
20 Kt - B1, O - Kt3; 21 P - R4, R - OBI 
22 B-03. . 

Not 22 R - Bi 7, R R, 21 Q x H, C a 81 ttc 

22 . . . Kt x Bch; 23 Q x Kt, Q x Pch 

24 Kt - 02, R - B7; 2SKR-01,B-KS 
26 O-K2. R - KB1; 27 P - R$. KR - BI 
fn K - Kt . . . 

This lO'.e' dt HovvC'/rr p nm d d-:),vn 

as he vjas, Wh I,, h,i.l rm hop* r,l ecc.'ipe 

25 . . . R X Kt; 29 Resigns 

Competition G408. bohd uo i,'-aI week 


8' T ,' 



Ho.v dij V,'* .tr' 0‘lc‘i ' 1 1. t X t,ie-akt'-ro i-.i *!7 

Solution to 0407 (Broiistein - Dubinin, 
Leningrad, 1947). (r2n2n1;ppp3li1-4P3.3b3p' 
5Rpq/8/PPP02P1SRK1-White to play.) 

Bronslein pre-, .ed 'lon.e h,s jttdLk bv 20 R- 
B7ch, Kt X R, 21 R /, M h, K - R; (if ?i 
K --KtJ. then 22 0 OJcIi leads to eiate), 22 
0 - B3ch. Kt ~ B3. .':;i R X M, 0 X H. 24 0 X Och, 
K R2 25 O - BSch, .and Black lesionod 
Problem No. 1071. Soli I’loo next week 
P. F. Blake H-'ircl Prize, Mancliv’,li-r Wecifly 
Tnnc',, 19M) (3bn3/902/6rr,'1p3Npp/2pph1n1,> 
SRBN/SR2,'3B3K 8 white men; 11 black.) 
White to play uno m.att ir, t.xo e,p,,p'. 

Solution to No. 1070 (Howard). (1b3Q2r 

1 bp2Np1' 1r4p1, IrSp /1 p2P1 pi /1R4N1 /4pk2 ( 
3RK - mate In two.) 1 H - R2lri'rertl 2 Kt R 1 ) 
(a) 1 P - B3. 2 Kl Kf. (h! 1 P - B4, 

2 Kt - 06, (c) 1 . . B < P, 2 Kl X B, Id) 1 

P-KeO;2R- KKt2.fe)l P K8Kt.2R-Bl 
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FOOTBALL (FEDERATION) 
FARCE 

The Federation Cup 
tournament, which began 
with a lot of fanfare, totters 
to Its fourth round on April 
18. AriJIt Sen analyses the 
causes of its failure both 
as the premier championship 
of the country and as the 
principal fund-raiser for 
development of the sport 
In an accompanying piece. 
Samarendra Nath Das, the 
astrologer who predicted 
last year's Calcutta league 
winners, gives his verdict on 
the Federation Cup 
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'Letters to the Editor 


ICC, ban 
the 

Windies 

J OHN BENAUn IN HIS 
article Who is No. 1?’ 
i 111 Sporiswurld March 5 
i olxsent'd that Ihx- wojulcriiil 
asset of the West Indies 
tentii IS their discipline But 
the experience of the le- 
rentiv-eoiuTiidexl series bei- 
i ween West Indies and New 
I Zealand, where the West 
Indies pl.iyeii! were involved 
! Ill nt.iriy a fontioversy, .suvs 
i othi'iwi.ie We hopt' John 
i Beii.iud will eat his words. 
Tlir- West Indies team lost 
a lot III goodwill and left 
with ,ia iisations rinKinK in 
; its e.iis that it had been the 
' woist bchaied and mast un- 
' piipiil.ii toiiniiK team to 
Ni-\' Z<'aland In modem 
(111 Let .inKi'i has overcome 
spill I an.in .spirit Otherwise 
theie would not have iR'en 
' the miiisensc o[ liittinit the 
' li.iils ■mil kii'kiiig the 
wiiUels I Uiiitk nieket 
l.iie- di'seite hetlei than to 
.M-i- ,m unipire abu.sed or 
•niitiperl into 

ALl.WYN SERRAO. 

Bombay. 

IHi: WEST INDIANS 

tiave a deploiablc tendcnc.v ! 
In iK-have in a ruwuv and j 
, 111(1 iitikiisii manner wnen 
IriniKs non i go loo well tor 
litem Uieir scunualous be¬ 
lt .kioui 111 the second Test 
against New Zealand at 

L.iiii...ii.hiirLh ih 11 in 

|iumi. liieir retusul to take 
the Held aftei tea on the 
Tint'd uay due to a ne'gative 
appeal wa-s notning but ab- 
suid. Again, on the fourth 
day, Cului Croft, their star 
I iiundler, abusrcd and bumped 
! into tiie umpire and kick- 
I ed down the bails. Only 
a barbarian would do 
such a thing as manhand¬ 
ling the unipire. Such hooli- 
I ganisni has no piace in this 
j great game of cricket, the 
I ‘gentleman’s game’. 

I l-rom this, it seems that 
j the adulation showered on j 
j them as the "worlds best 
team" has gone to their 
I heads It is i<^h time they 
: rculibc that it is not possible 
' for them to win every 
, match. They will have, to 
j learn to acc-ept iheir share 
ot defeats. Otherwise, they 
ate unworthy of plaung 
Te.-1 cricket 


ATTENTION READERS 
Letters intended for pub¬ 
lication in these columns 
should be brief and type 
written (or at least legi¬ 
bly written) on one side 
of an inland letter In any 
case, post cards should 
not be used We reserve 
the right to edit letters 
for clarity and reasons of 
space Editor 


In order to curtail this 
presumptuousness of the 
West Indians, the ICC 
should give a serious 
thought to this matter. If 
this IS not done imuiedlatel.v, 
Test cricket may soon be 
rediicx'd to u farce — with 
players freely indulging in 
activities like abusing and 
hitting umpires, kicking 
down stumps etc. on a large 
scale. 

Ihe ICC should now take 
bold steps to ensure that 
such a situation does not 
arrive It should debar the 
West Indies from playing 
Test Cl icket for at least two 
seasons, by issuing direc¬ 
tives to all Test-playing 
nations asking thi-in to dis¬ 
continue their cricketing 
ties with the Caribbeans. 
This would be in the best 
interests of the game. 

RAJESH JOSHI, 
Bombay. 

Congratulations 

M y HEARTH.ST CONUllA 
tulations to tlic Indian 
Airlines team I n putting up 
a good perlorm.mcc though 
they lust in the National 
hockey champion.ship tinal in 
Cuttack. 

In spite of the Hailwa,v» 
clinching the trophy, perfor- 
manc&Avlso, Indian Airlines 
was predominant. Ashok 
Kumar. Aslam, Zafar Igbal, 
Merwyn Fernandes and 
Grewal were outstandng, As 
an eye-witness, I think they 
need iust a bit more of de¬ 
termination and understand¬ 
ing among themselves. 

M. S 
Cuttack. 

PLEASE CONVEY MY 
hearty congratulations to 
Bhaskaran and his men for 
winning the- Rangaswami 
Cun. It was really the finest 
moment for Railways to 
win the match against the 
Indian Airlines, the strong- 




team, comprising seven 
intematioaal players. 
RABINARAYAN PATNAIK. 

Balaaore. 

CUTTACK HAS PROVED 
to be a lucky venue for the 
Railways bockey team. 
When the National cham¬ 
pionships were first held 
ther« in 1976, they beat the 
Services ip the finals to 
record a hat-trick ot wins. 
And this year thev beat 
favourites Indian Airlines. 

If Cuttack is lucky for 
the Railways, it has also 
proved unluckv for lA. It is 
only at Cuttack that they 
have failed to come out 
winners. They made their 
debut in the Cuttack Na¬ 
tionals in 1976. They did not 
reach the final then. In 
1977, they were joint win¬ 
ners with Railways. In 1978 
and 1979 they beat Railways 
in the final. But coming 
back to Cuttack, they lost 
the title. 

JAIMIN BHATT, 

Bombay. 

MY HEARTIEST CONGRA- 
tulations to the Australian 
skipper G. S. Chappell, the 
Australian power-house, for 
his mr.ralhon 235 and also 
for establishing a record 
for being the highest scorer 
among the bab^aien visiting 
Pakistan, the previous best 
being 217 bv Rohan Kanhai 
at Lahore in 1958. 

H. ASHOK NARASIMHAN, 
Hydebarad. 

1 CONGRATULATE THE 
New Zealand cricket team 
on their superb victory over 
the star-studded West Indies 
side in Dunedin as well as 
for winning the series. 

BHASKAR MUKUERJEE, 
Burdwan. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Richard Hadtee and the 
other Kiwis for their dra¬ 
matic victory over the Win- 
dies. A great feat indeed 1 
The protest against umpir¬ 
ing by the Windies stars 

fan dub foHow-up 

JoUa Ganguly (SPW82), 
Jalvaiguri, Ramaprasad 
Fatra (Puri), Alok y. 
Ldkhotia, Sunil Garodta, 
Plnaki Bhattacharyya, 
BadM Bhattacharjee, Go- 
pal Bhattacharjee, Tapas 
Sen, Japan Sen, Mrin- 
may Ghose (Calcutta), 
■Keya Home Roy 
and other interested per¬ 
sons may contact Gautam 
Gangidly at 60-67, B. T. 
Road, Block G, Plat-8, 
.Calcutta-700 0024n connec¬ 
tion with thg said club — 
Editor 


AtR 

A U. INDIA RADIO 
Sports round-ups 
in HiMi and English 
broadcast at 7 p.m. and 
8 p.m.. respectively, are 
very disappointing for 
interested listeners. Al¬ 
most all the new itenu 
covering events abroed 
come out in newsMpers 
earlier. Late arrival ot 
information can be Justi¬ 
fied in nine rases (like 
when a game is being 
played in a certain part 
of the world, it is late 
night or early tnoming in 
India^. Ibe only possible 
solution can be an addi¬ 
tional news broadcast in 
the morning, especially 
to cover sports round the 
world so that the listen¬ 
ers can know tli<> results 
—if not the details — 
befiwe they appear in 
newspapers. 

ANDREW TUDU, 
Asansol. 


cannot overshadow this 
glory of victory. Have the 
Windies forgotten the me¬ 
mory of Kingston in 1976 
where the standard of um¬ 
piring against India in the 
4th Test was very low and 
partisan? Has l.iovd fo. got¬ 
ten bis behaviour in that 
Test? No doubt ‘power’ cric¬ 
ket is great; but what is the 
use of this kind of ‘power’? 
The Kiwis have showed the 
Windies that ‘power’ is not 
the last word in cricket. 

ASHISH SARKAR, 
Dibrugarh. 

VIJAY AMRITRAJ DESER- 
ves inudi praise for his bril¬ 
liant tennis in the recently- 
held WOT Invitation Ten¬ 
nis tournament at Mary¬ 
land. He gave a scare to 
Borg first, outclassed Jimmy 
Connors, and humbled 
Alexander to reach the 
final. 

How sad that his rival 
was none other than Borg! 

One wonders why Vijay 
is not able to maintain this 
form which comes to him 
in patches. Perhaps be is 
tired but that cannot be an 
excuse because many play- 
ers keep memsclves fit 
even in their thirties. 

A lot is expected from 
Viiav bv all tennis lovers, 
with the French Open round 
the corner. 

GEETA MAHAUNGAM, 
New Delhi. 

WE CONVEY OUR HEARTY 
congratulation to Asif Iqbal 
lor giving life to the dead 
6 th Test. Captain Vishwa- 
nath and all cricket lovers 


AMriBi 



Major ih^an Cbaud, toe 
bockaiy wisanl, baa tleiiied 
a newa it«in wishA app¬ 
eared ia aome sectinas of 
the Press some days bock 
about her dectiniag toe 
life pension of Rs. 250/- 
per mouth awarded to 
her by the Government 
of Uttar Pradesh. 

Mrs Janki Devi said 
riKently that the news 
was fhr from‘the truth as 
she had never addressed 
a Press conference at her 
residence uor talked to 
anybody in this regard. 
Actually, she had no 
business to decline a 
goodwill gesture of any 
friend or adviser of the 
late wi 2 ard. As a matter 
of fact she is grateful to 
the Government of U.P. 

SURESH DIXIT, 
Jhansi. 


were astonished at Asif 
Iqbal's surprising declaration 
of the first innings. Asif’s 
last ‘Test match in life will 
be remembered by everyone 
for this sudden declaration. 
We also express our heartiest 
congratulation to our dearest 
player Kapil Dev Nikhanj, 
for bis 1000 runs and lOO 

MISS SAUMITA 
MUKHERJEE, 
MISS SUTAPA 
BHATTACHARJEE, 
MISS SANGHAMITRA 
MONDAL, 
Calcutta. 

THE CONCLUSION FOR 
the Anglo-Australian series 
can be summed up as it was 
Lillee versus England on the 
field and Brearley versus 
Australia off it. 

More or less the triangular 
series was converted into an 
act of revenge—Australians 
avenging tbek 1-5 defeat of 
last sehson against England 
and West Indies reversing, 
their 1-5 agony against Aus¬ 
tralia. It was indeed odd for 
Greg Chappell to coast in 
with a standard team as 
players were facing different 
situations against two differ¬ 
ent teams every alternate 
time. It was rather easy for 
the Windies and the Pommies 
to study the weakness of 
Australia and force the 
issues. But as it was, Aus¬ 
tralia put up a considerable 
performance to tackle this 
twosome situation—such a 
remarkable fighting spirit 
the Kangaroos have! 

GOPINATH DAS, 
Delhi,: 


CricKet poem 


When all the world was in 
a mod rave, 
Over Sunny the great and 
Kapil Dev; 
We, your two fans, stood 
for you 

'Cause you’re the best — 
and we know. 
Then a star was bom in the 
Bombay Test, 
With Karsan Ghavri at his 
best; 

He baffled everyone with 
his eighty-six 
And Hughes and his 
men were in a terrible fix! 
All at Kanpur watched in 
despair 

As Sadiq hit with technique 
and care. 

But Ghavrt came and 
brightened them all — 
When he took his wicket 
unth u beautiful ball! 
Again at Kanpur our bat 
ling did fail. 
But Ghavrt came like a 
a tiger in the tad, 
And batted with patienesr 
elegance and care 
And that’s just like Ghavri 
anywhere! 
It’s quite clear that Ghavri 
is a pat: 

‘Cause he never fights ana 
never frets. 
He bowls and he bats with 
a lovely style, 
And he's always got ready 
smile. 

And though it's a thrill to 
see him bowling. 
It’s even better to see him 
batting; 

We hope that he has many 
more urickets in store, 
And we wish him good luck 
for ever more . 


JACKIE and USHA, 
(Std. XI) 
Madras. 


Overlooked 

i rs WELL OVER SIX 
months that I am 
waiting but to no avail. 
A reooid set up by Yash- 
pal Sharma during the 
third Test match at Delhi 
against Australia has 
passed unnoticed by emi¬ 
nent cricket statisticians 
all over India. 

During his knock ot 
-400 not out in India's 
first innings, Yashpal 
Sharma scored 20 runs in 
one over of Peter Sleep 
with the help of two six¬ 
es and two fours, which 
IS the maximum by an 
Endian batsman In one 
over of a Test matdt. 

A. K. GUTGVTIA, 
Karmatar. 
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Ben Templeton end Tom Formen 


DEATH GIVES HOPEI 

Reading : Death Keeps Hopes Alive I screamed the head¬ 
lines on the sports pagd o( a local English dally. Actually, 
it was only a superb penalty save by goalkeeper Steve 
Death which Kept his struggling Reading team's hopes of 
saving their match against opponents Rotherham, alive I 

A CARTER WHEEZE 7 

London : "Jogging is fun In a Mr. President Jog suit," goes 
the sales pitch of a London-based leisure-wear firm. The 
only question is whether there's a life support machine 
thrown in, for the famous photograph of a collapsing Pre¬ 
sident Carter in the marathon race he stubbornly insisted 
on participating in, are only too familiar to prospective 
buyers. 

OVER IN MINUTES I 

Bombay.: Some cricketers just don't believe In sweating 
it out there In the middle for love or money. In the pre¬ 
quarter final of the Seth Gordhandas Shield Tournament, 
a match ended In 50 minutes and that included the 10-ml- 
nute break I B. R 0. Cn Club skittled out V. C. Cri Club 
for 10'runs in 9 2 overs, and then hit up 11 runs for no 
loss in 2 overs to win ' Certainly a match-less performance. 

CHESS PROTECTION 

Not much scope for vio'ence in chess, did you say? True, 
but then you aren't Viktor (who has been anything but) 
Korchnoi. He's paranoid about everything Russian so that 
in his bout with Soviet champ Tigran (appropriate name) 
Petrosian, the two will be separated by a wooden board 
nailed under the table so that their toes don’t even acci¬ 
dently touch during the contest' A well-timed kick could 
cause a major upset, you know. 




HARf^y, m'VB GOT TO ^ ^ 
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ALL THAT ORBpT'.- BUT HIS PR/VATB 
TUTORING SeSGIONS ARB SUPER/ ^ 
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qmE 'iTOURTH FE JEIIATION CUP 
■* tournameiU under way m 

Calcutta from April 18 Seveial 
AIFF officials, incluclinf' piesident 
Nurul Amin and semor vice-picsi- 
dent N. Vittal, will hf picsciit But 
they will not be either supervising 
what Is essentially the apex body’s 
prestige championship, or follow¬ 
ing the fates of clubs from then- 
respective zones. They will meiel.v 
utilise the opportunity lo sit and 
discuss the various permutations 
and combinations th'it need to be 
evolved in order lo divide the loa¬ 
ves and fishes of office, Foi the 
AIFF elections are scheduled, siit'- 
ject to secretary .A. T. Vijayi.o.- 
gam's approval, on May 24-25 in 
Cuttack. And the piineipal eonfen- 
riers for the positions of pie.sident 
and soeretary an- Messrs Amin and 
Vittal. 

So that Is what the Fedciallon 
Cup IS leduced to. And yet, it w.is 
only in 1978 that the AIFF eame 
up with the grandiosi' .scheme of a 
competition foi the champion c.whs 
of India At that stage, no one 
knew that the Federaiion Cup 
Would be merely a hill-top dioam, 
conceived, as it was, in the .salu¬ 
brious clime of Darjeebng The en 
tire general body of the ATFF felt 
that, despite honest intention.s. lit¬ 
tle had been done foi the develop¬ 
ment of the game since the incep¬ 
tion of the all-India organisation 
way back in 1937. 

The Federation Cup, membci ■. 
felt, would attract very laigi 
crowds whetever the competition 
wa.s held. That would mean the 
flooding of the federation coifeis. 
Armed with these funds, the AIFF 
would launch schemes for the dc- 
6 '- 


vclopment of the game in lural almost nil. With « vciy lucrative 

areas, finance intensive and pio- ‘Champions i-ompetitiori’, the Fe- 

longed coaching camps and start a deration Cup hosts could easily 

players’ benevolent fund, so that shoulder the suh-junior burden, 

those who have served the game Be.sides, the seniors’ coinpi.tition 

and had since fallen on bad days. would give the youngsters assem- 

would not have to suffer due lo bled fiorn all States tiie opportuni- 

neglect ty to improve ttie.r own game. 

It was also decided llial a com- Fortified witli this foolproof rea- 
petitioii for sub-jun.ois (under 15> soning, the AIFF launched the Fe- 

would be held simultaneously with delation Cup in 1977. But, despi.te 

the Federation Cup. Since theio the normally football-ciazy crowds 

weie vciy few takers for the Juiii- '“f Kerala, the first competition was 

or Nationals, it was only natural a financial disaster. In their enthii- 

tliat no Slate would like to have hia.sm, the AIFF forgot that too 

anything to do with the suh-juni- many cooks do spoil the broth, 

ois. because gat.s sales would be Their officials tried to meddle with 

I the organisational aspects. In the 
absence ol a co-orairialing agency 
the competition, sought to be con¬ 
ducted by the AIFF officials them¬ 
selves, did not even out into a pro¬ 
fit-making venture. 

Cliastened by this experience, the 
AIFF ruled that henccfoith. the 
host association v/ould take com¬ 
plete charge of the toumoment, but 
would have to pay 8o% of tiie pro¬ 
fits to the AIFF. The second meet 
held in Coimbatore, was a success 
—and the AIFF netted Rs. 1.80 
lakhs, 'this money came in handy, 
along with the Santosh trophy ear¬ 
nings, to ruiance foreign trips for 
senior and junior teams. 

B ut the third compe- 

tition was perhaps the big¬ 
gest flop ever seen m any national 
tournament in any sphere of sport 
in India. Even before the cham¬ 
pionship started, it was threatened 
by imanciai disaster. The Calcutta 
team—by far the biggest draw for! 
Assam crowds—cried off, because' 
of incidents involving East Bengal 



Nurul Amin—trying for another 



Club in the itoidoioi louinanient 
held the previous year m Gauhaii. 
Then, several other clubs, inclu¬ 
ding some from as high up north 
as Punjab, requested postponement 
of their matches because they were 
involved in two competitions down 
south—the Sait Nagjee and the 
Stauiord. 

As a result, the organisers had 
to keep delernng matches as well 
as pay the teams already m Gau- 
hati at the rate of Rs 5o per player 
per day, as is the ruic tot the Fe¬ 
deration Cup. ST-nally, lour teams 
did not tuin up iheio was never 
a full house during the enlue com- 
peti.tioii, because it was too long 
drawn out loi tlie spectators 
pockets. 

But why did such a situation 
arise? Of course, there is noihing 
on record, but it is generally in¬ 
ferred by some AIFF officials that 
the federation presiuent and sec¬ 
retary did not ever see eye to eye 
on AIFF matters. So, when the Fe¬ 
deration Cup was taken up by the 
president' state, the secretary al¬ 
lowed the Nagjee and the Slajfford 
competition dales to clash wi,th 
those of the Fedei alien Cup. There 
should have been no question of a 
clash of dates, because the cham¬ 
pions' competit.on was the feder¬ 
ation’s very own baby. Bcbides, the 
secretary knew ony loo well that 
the dates were clashing and should 
have ordered the defeiiiiig of the 
dates of the other two coifipel - 
tions, or asked the teams parti,cipa- 



littiilti —still t/oinii slrtmii 

ting in the redcralion Cup not to 
stay on in eitlu i Keialu or Karna¬ 
taka. 

Last year, the Al'^F .socretaiiat 
also did not bother to send invita¬ 
tions to the junior selectois to be 
present during the sub-junior 
touinament frantic elfoils by the 
picsident only eluitcd a negative 
response from all hut one of them, 
heeause tlio invitation was not 
given in time 'I'heii .ih eiiee de¬ 
feated the veiv piniioso ot condue- 


ti,ng the under-15 nationals, be¬ 
cause the whole idea of the 
scheme was to select promising 
youngsters and groom them irito> 
future piospcct.s. But of course, 
this malady trickles down from the 
senior level, because it is'seldom 
that one secs the se!i>ctors present 
in full strength during the senior 
Nationals. 

It does, however. betray the 
feelmgs of AIF’F bigwigs on the 
subject of juniois. Tlw proheiii of 
ago, for example, peisisls bi’eause 
no .state has the guts to ban a full 
team becau.si' it lias .some over-age 
players Allliough this has been 
done oiK'e, even a casual spectator 
at a sub-junior competition will 
find that, if the age-rule is main¬ 
tained stiwtly, haiely three or four 
teams will qualify to i>lay Then 
ag.iin, Iheie is the question of 
Mholaisnqs Without an impartial 
body of selectois, il is not possible 
to do justice to the youngsters for 
whom a little ericouragenient at 
the appiopiiale lime <ould ehunge 
the fate of the country's football 
it a futuie daU'. 

After three years of eomiH’tilion, 
one can safely eoine to the eonelu- 
Sion that the .sub-junioi eniniieti- 
tion IS conducted solely to fuKil pa- 
I)er obligations of developiiienl No 
one leally cares who wins oi who 
lo.ses- or how many leain^ parliei- 
jiate. Tlie .sleii-rnotlierly tri-atrneiit 
tan bo gauged fiom the fact that 
wheieas tlie pienner club side 
playei.s are allowed Ks lib pei head 


Ihr huitirsl /(op t-vt'r sei’n—last in’dt's I'nial ul CaulmU m pio.-pcs'- Miijiilliil ruslotlian SakUinfui cliurqrs (ml lo 
(•(('(11 till’ ball fioni Ndre II (fra Giii iiii/i Halahi I'^li iiu (.'!) uml liulu intU'r iriilrlu's < li-st-h/ 
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Nikl’il Bhattacharya 







JVichofotts Pertera—a good defendet 


per day as expenses, the sub-juni¬ 
ors get just Rs 15. In this respect, 
they are in the same boat ds the 
juniors, who are allowed this 
measly sum during the Junior Na¬ 
tionals. Unless the youngsters are 
fed and looked after well, the AIFF 
cannot expect to see a sudden rise 
in the overall standard of the game 
at the junior level. 

I T IS IN THIS CONTEXT 
that the Federation Cup has to 
be viewed, because, other than af¬ 
fording the opportunity to specta¬ 
tors to see the cream of Indian 
football, this competition serves no 
purpose. It gains m importance on¬ 
ly when the sub-junior tournament 
is considered along with it, because 
the two constitute an inseparable 
whole. Of course, the AIIT does 
not think so. ‘Haven’t we offered 
scholarships to 30 boys? And did¬ 
n't we send a sub-junior team to a 
competition in Singapore?' they 
will ask. Sure, they did. But they 
will not add that the scholarships 
are valid for a year and that there 
was nepotism and worse with re- 

? :ard to the team composition and 
he trip to Singapore. Also, they 
will have little to say about the 
coaching that has actually been 
imparted to the boys. Again, the 
net result of this grandiose scheme 
is zero, because the AIFF has not 
envisaged any follow-up action on 
the training of a particular set of 
boys. 

The entire federation farce will 
be shown up in even clearer light 
this year, when the twin competi¬ 
tions are held in Calcutta. The sub¬ 
juniors will have to be up by 5 
a.m. each day, because they will be 
staying in the Salt Lake suburb of 
the city and will have to report on 
the Mohammedan Sporting ground 
at 7 sharp. 

They will be playing to empty 
galleries. What is worse is the fact 
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that, in all probability, there will 
be no more than one selector pre¬ 
sent—a repetition of last year's 
tale. Even the lone r^resentative 
in Calcutta was not o&ially in¬ 
formed about the competition a 
week before i,t commenced. 

There are several anomalies that 
queer the pitch even further for 
the sub-juniors. How, for example, 
do the Railways figure in the 
15-team championship? One can 
understand the States sending 
fledglings to represent them—even 
if some of their players will never 
be 15 or even 16 again. But could 
the Railways be fiouti,ng the laws 
of the land with regard to the mi¬ 
nium employment age? Or are they 
philanthropic enough to nurture 
the children of employees to the 
extent of forming a competitive 
under-15 team? 

It is not that the Federation Cup 
itself is above reproach in this res¬ 
pect. In the sphere of teams com¬ 
position itself, the AIFF is vague. 
Even after three years of competi¬ 
tion, there is no proper criterion 
for the selection of the 16 so-called 
best club sides in the country. 

The list was apparently drawn 
up by the AIFF secretary, in con¬ 
sultation with the president, in 
19?7. the core of this list has re¬ 
mained unchanged and only minor, 
tfinge alterations have been enec- 
tea, without any regard for new 
but good teams that have emerged 
since, the aigunrent continually 
forwarded is that teams are chosen 
from the consistently good showing 
oy some atates in the Nationals. 
Thus, there ig good representation 
from Uengal, Punjab, Manaiushtra, 
Qoa, n,ainataita and J&eraia. 

But the 1980 list makes strange 
reading. Qoa are being represented 
bv four club sides—Dempo, Vasco, 



Bernard Periera—wtU have to prove 
that he is good outside Bombay 




(To. Francis—will have to carry 
Premier Tyres an his shoulders 


Sa,gaoncBr and SilaA—the maxi- 
mum-ever in a Federation Cup 
tournament. I'he natural question 
here is: How good has Goa’s show¬ 
ing been in the Nationals? 'True, 
tiiey have reached the final on oc¬ 
casion and have, since they entered 
the tiay in laoi, always posed a 
threat to the best teams. But how 
do they compare with Bengal, 
whose depth of football talent per- 
miis the lormation of at least tnree 
teams, each strong enough to over¬ 
come the best State sloes In the 
country? 

And yet, only three teams have 
qualined from nengal. There are at 
least two others, Aryan and 
George Telegrapt^ which should 
have been fitted in—hrst, because 
they could certainly take care of 
BESA Goa and a couple of other 
outfits and secondly, because they 
would be playing before home 
crowds. With the withdrawal of 
last year's winners BSF, the AIFF 
secretary suggested the name of 
SESA. 

This could certainly not have 
been prompted by the fact that the 
team was from South India, else 
Andhra's claim for represontatipn 
could not have been ignored—after 
all, this was the most-improved 
State on show in the Coinibatore 
Nationals. The only reason one can 
think of is the lack of knowledge 
of club football across the country. 

rpHE WITHDRAWAL OF BSF 
X poses another question. Since 
this is a tournament dlyectly spon¬ 
sored by the federation, shouldn’t 
it try to make participation com¬ 
pulsory? Especially when a team 
had won the competition at the last 
outing? The ofificial reason being 
cited is injuries to players—but this 
seems more vague than the impres¬ 
sion that BSF backed out of a ri¬ 
gorous competition because the 
Calcutta teams would have the be- 




neftt of home supporters and it 
would be dilBcuIt for the Punjab 
team to retain its title. 

Whatever the reason, it is a fact 
that the Federation Cup does not 
offer the goodies that ever some of 
the nondescript competitions in lit¬ 
tle nooks across the country offer. 
It is known, for example, that tour¬ 
nament organisers in Kerala, Kar¬ 
nataka and Tamil Nadu, as well a.-J 
Delhi and Bombay, offer upwards 
of Rs 80,000 to each big team, 
apart from air fare and perks. 

The best the federation can do is 
to tell the host association that the 
State association to which a team 
is aflGiliated would be paid a measly 
Rs. 1,000 each tune the club went 
up from the pielimiiiary pool 
matches, to the semis and 
final. The only lure is the rather 
dubious title Champion of Cham¬ 
pions’. There ar© limes—which come 
quite often -when a club feels it 
is just not worth it. 

But the fact that BSF cried off— 
and that lost year's semi,-finalists 
Oil India, Duliajan, decided not to 
turn up for rea-sons other than 
sport, thus allowing Punjab Police 
to nose in—do not weigh heavily on 
the minds of AIFF officials. They 
are too busy feeling elated over the 
IFA cheque for Rs. 2.5 lakhs which 
wi.ll have reached the AIFF head¬ 
quarters m Bangalore before this 
appears in print. While the fiO'-t -of- 
Ihe-piofits idea was not bad, it 
allowed room for jugglery of - 
counts by the host association. In 
order not to be accused of that, 
I^’A secretary Ashoke Ghosh deci¬ 
ded to pay the AIFF Rs. 2.5 lakhs 
even before the tournament com¬ 
menced. 

While this was a big risk—be¬ 
cause even if ticket sales and sou¬ 
venir earnings did not cover costs, 
the AlFF’s pound of flesh would 
have to be given—the IFA’s deci¬ 
sion was ccitainly healthy. Not 
only did U keep the AIFF happy, 
it projected the local association as 
a financially stable organisation. In 
any case, a football competition in 
Calcutta simply cannot run at a 
loss, as long as there are fans of 
Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

But, having said all this, the 
moot point remains—of what use is 
the Federation Cup? So far it has 
been like a hermaphrodite—neither 
representative of the best clubs in 
the country, for lucrative like the 
.nvitation tournaments conducted 
on a regular basiS in diuerent parts 
ol the country. What it will be in 
future, only time will tell, but one 
hopes that every effort will be 
made to gear the tournament to¬ 
wards more profits, so that deve¬ 
lopment could begin at ihe sub¬ 
junior, that is, the grass-roots 
level. 


Stars 
favour 
East Bengal 

SAMERENDRANATH DAS 



A STROLOQICAL PREDICTIONS 
do no! always come true. Thera 
are so many dlfterenl and often con¬ 
flicting factors to be taken Into ac¬ 
count that accurate forecasters are 
extremely difficult. Above all, the 
composition of players In a team 
ultimately decides the fate ol a 
club, because of the strength of 
respective horoscopes. However, 
the Horary method seldom goat 
wrong. 

A renowned footballer of Cal¬ 
cutta met me and wanted to know 
the fate of the Federation Cup. He 
told me to find out astrologlcaily 
which team wquid win the coveted 
trophy. Would It be an out-statlon 
team, or one of the local chal¬ 
lengers ? I asked him to pick a 
number between 1 to 249 (as per 
Krlshnamutll's Horary Astrology 
Theory) and he selected the num¬ 
ber 57. 

The chart (given alongside) was 
prepared on April 9 at 10.30 a.m. 
1ST. The cuspal and planetary po¬ 
sitions of the chart are as follows: 


For any gome or oompelHIon, 
the houaes two. five, six, 11 and 12 
are to be ludgetl. The sub-lord 
»r the above houses are Jupiter. 
Sun,, Sun, Mercury, Mars and Venue, 
mpectively. The ruling plenets are 
Sahim, Jupiter, Sun and Maroury. 
Oasa la passing—Sun's malor, 
Saturn’s bhukti, Rahu's antra and 
Venus' sookahamans. Sun is the 
lord of the third house, positioned 
■In the 10th In the constellation of 
Mercury and signifying first, thlrrf, 
fourth, ninth and tenth houses. The 
fourth' house indioatas happiness. 
The eub-lord of the fourth house, 
Rahu, Is positioned In third in tha sub 
of Moon. Rahu is also aspecting 
11th house and that lllh lord is 
conjoined with Rahu in the house 
of the Sun. Sun will transit In the 
11th house on April 13 at 2.21 p.m. 
1ST. The competition will start from 
April 18. 

Mars, the lord end sub-lord of 
the 11th hogee, positioned In the 
third In the house of Sun and 
Mara Is siso signifying the houses 
three, six, nine, 10 and 11. 

Jupifor, sub-lord of the second 
houee, Is positioned In the third 
Jn retrograde motion. It wilt be di¬ 
rect on April 26 and will aspect 
the 11th house. 

Therefore, from April 26, Mars, 
Jupiter, Sun and Rahu are strongly 
signifying the 11th house. The 11th 
house Is to be Judged for the ful¬ 
fillment of desire. I know Ihe 
questioner desires the trophy to 
stay In Calcutta. From April 26, Ihe 
competition will be In favour of the 
local teams. As East Bengal, of 
Calcutta, will start their engage- 
manta on April 26, tha planetary 
situation weighs heavily In favour 
of that team as It Is the only local 
side starting out on that day. 
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"Issue 

wide 

open" 

J UST AS THE 1977 CALCUTTA 
Nationals have been, by far, the 
most efficiently-conducted inter-Statc 
competition, the fourth Federation 
Cup tournament, in conjunction with 
the sub-junior Nationals, promises to 
herald a new era in organisational 
efficiency. 

“While the AIFF could think on the 
lines of better terms to teams—Rs 50 
per head per day and Rs 1,000 for 
each step towards the finals cannot 
compare with the terms offered by 
Class I tournament drxanisers else¬ 
where—we hope to at least make the 
teams comfortftble here”, Asbok 
Ghosh, IFA secretary told me in an 
interview recently. “We will house 
the Federation Cup teams at the 
MLAs’ hostel and Great Eastern hotel 
and the subjuniors at a housing com¬ 
plex in the Salt Lake area. The 
latter has come as a boon to us be¬ 
cause, while construction has just 
been completed, the intended occu¬ 
pants will not move in before mid- 
May. 

“We have set up a medical board 
which will serve two purposes. While 
the doctors will be on hand to treat 
all accidents on or off the field, they 
will also help in checking the afie of 
players in the under-lS competition. 

“A reception committee has been 
formed to receive end look after all 
the participants, invitees and super¬ 
visors. Besides, a manaxcr for each 
of the teams-—senior and junior—has 
been appointed to make the Moing 
emootb 

"The ALFF haa sent a panel of 
eight names of referees. Wc have 
selected 20. All 20 will alternate 
between the Federation Cup and the 
Sub-Junior Nationals. But 1 have not 
yet got word about the junior selec¬ 
tors—if they are invited by the AIFF, 
we will certainly look after them. 

“There will be an opening ceremony 
for the under-15 tournament on April 
15. The competition will commence 
at 7 a.m. the next day. 1 know the 
timing might inconvenience the boys, 
but it would be impossible for them 
to play in the mid-day heat. And 
since there is no provision for flood¬ 
lights at the Eden Gardens or on the 
Mohammedan Sporting ground — 
where the matches will be played— 
we cannot get the youngsters on the 
field after dusk. If the J^ighton Cup 
tournament had not been scheduled 
for the same time, we could have 
made night arrangements on the 
Mohun Bagan ground. 

“But the Eden Gardens matches 
will be followed up in great detail. 
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Ashoh Ghosh—organisational wizard . 


And I mean this literally. We will 
use the giant scoreboard to give not 
Just the results of each tie, but a 
host of other details as well. The 
names of all players will be indicat¬ 
ed, along with the number of fouls 
committed by each and the flagkicks 
earned by each side. This will be the 
first time that this World Cup-type 
scorecard will be displayed. It will 
help in not only getting a statistical 
view, but in arriving at the names 
for fair play and other awards.” 

While Mr Ghosh was emphatic 
about the arrangements made for the 
tournament, he was hesitant when I 
asked which team he thought would 
win. In fact, he went no further 
than to say, ‘The best team’. 

B ut TO A FOLLOWER OF THE 
game in Calcutta, it is quite 
clear that the outstation challengers 
will find the going very tough. 

To begin with, the heat will beat 
them. The .scorrhing .sun will play 
havoc with a .sv.stc’in uniit'ciistomcd to 
a dehydrating atmosphere. Secondly, 
the crowds will be a hindrance. No 



i^arminder Singh—will be watched 
keenly 


Indian team from outside this city 
"has experienced the tremendous 
tension a full-throated throng of 
80.000 can create. And they will feel 
it all too often, because each of them, 
at some time or other, will have to 
face a local outfit. 

The physical and psychological 
aspects apart, the composition qf 
teams betrays an imbalance—tilting 
quite noticeably for Mohun Bagan. 
East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting. 

While H. A. L.. Bangalore, will pose 
no problem to ^st Bengal in group 
1 of the preliminafy pools, Dempo of 
Goa and Mafatlal of Bombay will not 
be pushovers. Both teams have 
figured in a recent tournament and 
should be fighting fit. Goa cham¬ 
pions Dempo, however, have the 
tendency ot cracking up under pre- 
■ssure. And last year’s finalists Mafat¬ 
lal do not have the weight—in term.s 
of talent—to carry a game against 
East Bengal. 

In group II, Mohun Bagan face far 
stifter opposition in JCT, Phagwara. 
This Punjab outfit has earned con¬ 
siderable reputation both in Delhi 
and down South. But on home 
ground, Mohun Bagan should not find 
it too difficult to put across to JCT. 
The first winners of the Federation 
Cup, ITI of Bangalore, do not now 
have the winning combination of a 
few years ago, as was proved when 
Mohun Bagan trounced them 5-0 in 
the IFA Shield a couple of years ago. 
Salgaonkar arc the weakest side in 
the group and, thus, should not prove 
to be difficult to overcome. 

The fight for a semi-final berth in 
group II will be interesting, with all 
the teams rather evenly matched— 
except SESA, Goa, the last-minute 
replacement for last year’s winners 
BSF. Titanium, too, might find Tata 
and Punjab Police too superior to 
contend with. So ultimately, it is 
likely that one of the last two will 
reach the' semi-finals. 

There may be an upset In group 
IV. On paper. Mohammedan Spurting 
have the strongest tpam in the entire 
competition. But the players have 
not had much time to mesh as a well- 
knit team. If they are able .to do so, 
they will sail through comfortably. 
Otherwise, the other three teams 
could inject shocks. Among them, 
Orkay Mills, Bombay and Premier 
Tyres of Kalamassery> Kerala could 
prove to be tough customers, with 
Vasco waiting in the wings with a 
surprise. 

But all the foregoing are essential¬ 
ly paper calculations. What the teams 
do on the field will matter most and 
here, the role of the coaches and 
the temperament of the players will 
be the determining factors. As of 
now, however, the issue is wide open 
and one will have to wait, as in 
cricket, to see if the glorious un¬ 
certainties unfold. 


ARIJIT SEN 




QN VISITING THE MO- 
hammedan Sporting 
ffround any morninK. one gets 
the impression that a league 
match is about to begin. The 
green stands are filled to the 
brim and everyone is taking 
an a^ive interest in the pro-, 
ceedings—they all seem to 
be part of the team. At the 
centre of the proceedings are 
the seven ‘stars’ who have 
come over from East Bengal, 
Suro.jit Scngupta being the 
‘North Star’. 

The players are going 
tnrough serious practice and 
coach Amal Dutta is getting 
«e maximum out of them. 
The officials are there every 
morning and their attitude 
is : ‘Even though we have a 
good team, we’ll have to play 
well to win’. But the sup¬ 
porters. it seems, have taken 
It for granted that the oppo-i 
sition have very little chance 
against this outfit. 

On April 8, they played a 
friendly practice match 
against Railway Football' 
Club. The match ended 1-1. 
The Railwaymen scored first; 
through Kishorc Mukher.jee 
and David Williams equalis¬ 
ed for Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing. ’fhat day the stands 
were absolutely full and the 
crowd reacted as if a seri¬ 
ous match was on. They 
cheered their players, speci¬ 
ally David, who plaved very 
well, but they also threaten¬ 
ed the rival team’s players 
whenever there was a tough 
tackle. As Balai Chakravarty, 
a senior pla,ver of Railway 
F.C. said: “Whenever our 
players go for tough tackles. 
Amalda (Amal Dutta, who 
was the referee) was giving 
a foul, but when their play¬ 
ers were doing it, nothing 
happened.” The officials sit¬ 
ting on the sidelines were 
treating this as a prestige 
Issue. If this is the trend, 
they’ll have a tough time 
ahead. 

The most glaring name on 
the ‘missing’ list was Surojit 
Sengupta, who did not turn 
up. The officials coudn’t say 
why. 

T hough less in num- 

ber, the East Bengal 
supporters are keeping their 
fingers crossed as to the 
outcome of their team’s 
forthcoming engagements. 
The coach, P. K. Banerjee, 
Is working very hard with 
r his players. Except for Latli- 
uddin and his younger bro¬ 
ther Sujat, all the other 
members are coming for 
practice. The most serious 
of them are Sudhir Karma- 
kar and Dilip Palit, both 
fighting hard to find a place 
in tiie team. It is but natural 


Maidan musinas, 



David Witliam.i—equalised to save Md. Sporting 


that Monoranjan Bhatta- 
charjee, Satyajit Mitra (their 
new captain) and Harjinder 
Singh are the favourites of 
the crowd (these players did 
not leave the club during its 
bad days). The players are 
not willing to sav anything 
at this moment—their at¬ 
titude—‘we’ll show them on 
the field’. 

The coach is not commit¬ 
ting anything ; “The better 
team will win, but alwavs 
fortune favours the brave. 
The boys are working hard 
and I’m seeing to it that 
they practice hard. But the 
crowd should bear with us. 
Most of the players are 
young, they are liable to 
make mistakes, but if the 
supporters do not stand be- 
sloe them, they’ll get dis¬ 
couraged,” 

He refuses to say anything 
about the two Iranians who 
are supposed to join the 
team. From what he has 
heard, one can play as a 
medio as well as a striker. 
P. K. Banerjee is also keep¬ 
ing his fingers crossed. 


A t THE MOHUN BAGAN 
ground, the number of 
spectators is the least. The 
team looks like a close-knit 
family with all the players 
playing pranks on each other. 
Though the pla.yers are not 
saying so, it seems that they 
are confident that they’ll do 
well this season. Except for 
Francis D’Souza and Xavier 
Pius, all the players are 
coming for practice and are 
going through the work-outs 
seriously. 

The custodians,' Pratap 
Ghosh and Jagadish Ghosh, 
are having to work even 
harder, since, after the 
usual practice is over, Aroon 
Ghosh is giving them extra 
practice. Inddentallv, onlv 
Mohun Bagan has a football 
har post at present, at the 
north-west corner. Since* the 
‘official’ 'bar puja’ is going 
to take place on Bengali 
New Year’s Day. they are 
hesitant in Axing the post at 
the proper place. The goak 
keepers go tnrough the grind 
for at least half-an-hour after 
the usual practice. 


P AYING EXHIBITION 

matches is a favourite 
pastime of the big clubs be¬ 
fore the soccer season sets 
in because it gives them the 
chance to test their skill and 
combination so that when 
the tournaments begin, they 
will start out with a set team. 

On April 6, two exhibition- 
ties were played almost 
simultaneously in the near¬ 
by districts of Calcutta. 
Mohun Bagan were playing 
against a team comprising 
players from the smaller 
teams of the Calcutta first 
division at Uluberia. Mohun 
Bagan won 3-0; Ranjit 
MuKherjee (2) and Manash 
Bhattacbarjae being the 
scorers. The team that 
Mohun Bagan fielded that 
day was: Pratap Ghosh 
(Jagadish Ghosh); Comp¬ 
ton Dutta, Pradip Chou- 
dhury, Ashok Chakra- 
varty. Shyamal Banerjee 
(San jib Choudhury) 
Mihir Bose, Kesto Mitra ; 
TJlaganathan, Ranjit Mukhe^ 
jee (Munish Manna) and 

*^1»e olier exhibition match 
was held at Chinsurab where 
Calcutta Eleven played 
against the local team, 
Bengal Sporting Club on the 
occasion of the latter’s 
golden jubilee. The 
match ended I-l. The local 
team scored first and Subroto 
Bhattacharjee equalijwd 
through a penalty. The Cal¬ 
cutta Eleven was represent¬ 
ed by: Bhaskar Ganguli; 
C b i n m 0 y Chatterjee, 
Shyamal Ghosh, Moldul 
(slam, Prasanta BanerjM; 
Samaresh ‘Choudhury, Su¬ 
broto Bhattacharjee; Pruun 
Banerjee, Blvash Sarkar, 
David Williams and Surojit 
Sengupta. InddentalW. Su¬ 
rojit used to play for Bengal 
Sporting Club, before be 
came into limelight, 

W HEN THE BIG TEAMS 
had started practidng. 
some of their players were 
at Coimbatore, where the 
inter-state Bank tournament 
was going on. As many as 
U (Bhaskar Ganguli, Shya¬ 
mal Banerjee, Ramen Bhat¬ 
tacharjee, Subroto Bhatta¬ 
charjee. Sanjib Choudhury. 
Ajit Chakravartv, previously 
with Mohun Bagan and now 
with Warl. Prasanta Baner¬ 
jee, Prasun Banerjee, Swa- 
pan Nundy. Munish Manna 
and Xavier Pius) first divi¬ 
sion players were playing 
there. As expected, the Cal¬ 
cutta Circle won the tourna¬ 
ment beating Assodated 
Bank I-O in the final, Munish 
scoring the winning goal. 
In fact, Munish was the 
most prolific ^scorer, having 
scoreo in all Uie six ,uatches. 


iHimmwtawHmjwsa 


ft was exactly 10 years 
ago that South Africa 
played their last Test. And 
in that last series, when 
they walloped Bill Lawry's 
Australians 4-0. both Barry 
Richards and Mike Procter 
made their debut. MI¬ 
CHAEL MELFORD. the 
hoted British cricket co¬ 
lumnist. writes exclusively 
for SPORTSWORLD a 
series of article on the 
South African greats. We 
start with GRAEME POL¬ 
LOCK 

ALL THE PLAYERS LOST 
to international cricket by 
South Africa’s isolation from Test 
matches since 1970, the one most 
missed has almost certainly been 
Graeme Pollock. As a tall, power- 
iiillv-built left-hander he had the 
'cngth and timing to hi,t the ball 
age distances and to play strokes 
lot seen smci- the days of Frank 
AToolley whom he resembled more 
closely than any other batsman in 
living memory. 

He was a batsman of the highest 
class. He was unusual. He pro*- 
vided tremendous entertainment 
and as it proved he had many 
years of first-class cricket left in 
him after 1970. In 1980, at the age 
of 36, he was, one read, still msking 


150-odd in the Currie Cup and m 
March, 1979, I saw him make his 
fifth lOO in his last seven innings 
ijn the Currie Cnp for Trans¬ 
vaal agaipst Western Province in 
Johannesburg. 

li was his 50th first-class cen¬ 
tury (made in only his 100th 
Currie Cup match) and it brought 
his season’s aggregate to 961 runs 
—almost 200 more than the previ¬ 
ous Currie Cup record for 
Transvaal. The bowling may not 
have been the best he had faced 
but he looked as good as ever. He 
IS now, I suppose, coming to the end 
of what might for two reasons be 
called his second career. Hi;s early 
and middle years were spent in 
Ins home city of Port Elizabeth 
p.aying for Eastern Province who 
were seldom among the .strongest 
sides. Wlicn business took him to 
Johannesburg, he undoubtedly 
found batting easier on more reli¬ 
able pitches and for Transvaal, 
a far stronger side. 

It was a second career in an¬ 
other way for in the early 1970s 
Pollock had trouble with his eye¬ 
sight. After several unsuccessfuj 
seasons in which he batted m 
spc*ctacles he was widely expected 
to retire especially as the incentive 
of Test cricket was no longer there 
for him. He then took a momen¬ 
tous decision. He left off his 
glas.ses as he had found that when 
weaimg them he had difficulty in 
focussing the ball on first coming 
in. He decided to try again with¬ 
out them and he has never looked 
back. 


He burst into cricket in V'ustra- 
lia in 1963-64 as a mature-looking 
19-year-old. He must always have 
been precocious for his late father 
once told me that Graeme could 
walk at the age of eight months. 
In his first seri,es in Australia he 
bacame the youngest South African 
to make a Tesf 100. In fact he 
made two. Yet it was not the runs 
but the way in which they were 
scored which captured the imagi¬ 
nation and made those lucky 
enough to see him realise that a 
player of unusual gifl.s had arriv¬ 
ed. They still talk in Adelaide of 
the 341 in 283 minutes which he 
and Eddie Barlow (himself only 
23) made for the third wicket in 
the fourth Test. This was and is 
South Africa’s highest Test stand. 


T FIRST SAW GRAEME 
•» Pollock playing for Eastern 
Province against MCC and in some 
trouble on an untypical turning 
pitch in Port Elizabeth against the 
spin of Fred Titmus and David 
Allen. Whether a batsman of his 
heavy build would have ever had 
the nimble footwork to cope with 
the best spin on a turning pitch 
is doubtful, but to the best of my 
knowledge he has not often been 
put to the test since. 

The ball seldom turns nowa¬ 
days in South Africa where he has 
played most of his cricket. How¬ 
ever, in 1965 when sti.ll only 21, 
he played one of the most decisive 
Test innings of modern times at 
Trent Bridge against England. 
South Africa's victory there di,d in 
fact give them the series. 


It was a damp grey typical 
English day in which the ball 
moved a lot in the air and off the 
pitch These were the sort of con¬ 
ditions which almost invariably 
give England a big advantage and 
when South Africa were 43 for 
four on the first morning aga nst 
Snow, Larter and the redoubtable 
medium-pacer Cartwright, with 
Titmus in support, England 
looked certain to make the 
most of their opportunity once 
again. But Pollock came in and 
was soon batting as if on a true 
pitch and a sunny day. In two 
hours and 20 minutes he made 
125—in two parts. Up to lunch he 
made 34 with some care. In 70 
memorable minutes afterwards he 
made another 91 out of 102. Wis- 
den was to call it “one of the fin¬ 
est Test displays of all time” and 
I always thought U was a little 
unlucky to end as it did—with 
what to the naked eye looked a 
perfectly good slip catch. 


Graeme Pollock (left) with elder brother Peter 







I In fact I suspect that Pollock hit 
the soft ground near the pitch of 
the ball and a divot not the bat 
nudged the ball off its course. Any¬ 
how he had done enough to give 
South Africa a good start in a low- 
scoring match and after his c'der 
brother Peter had taken 10 wickets 
South Africa won the match by 94 
runs. 

In 1966-67 Graeme Pollock play¬ 
ed a big part In South Africa’s 
first victory over Australia. I re¬ 
member especially a superbly play¬ 
ed innings of 90 in the first Test 
at Johannesburg and an extra¬ 
ordinary one of 209 in the second 
in Cape Town—the one which 
South Africa lost in their 3-1 vic¬ 
tory-in the series. 

Peter Pollock was injured early 
in that match and with much of 
the bowling having to be done by 
their two opening batsmen, Eddie 
Barlow and Trevor Goddard, South 
Africa soon found themselves in 
trouble at 12 for two when they 
began their innings. Moreover. 
Graeme Pollqpk, who came in then, 
had pulled a thigh muscle and his 
movements were greatly restricted. 
However, staying almost exc usive- 
^ ly on the back loot off which he was 
wont to play with unu.sual power 
he batted for six hours It j.s one 
of the distinguishing marks of his 
batting that when he detects a 
short ball, peihap.s one onlv u 
shade short, he goes back and has, 
so it seems, an excessive amount of 
time in which to pick where he 
hits it. 

His height and reach are addi¬ 
tional assets in this. Often in that 
particular innings I remember one 
would expect the short ball to be 
pulled wide of mid-on. In fact, it 
went straight back over the bowl¬ 
er’s head. 

In the next series against Aus¬ 
tralia in 1969-70 when South Africa 
won all four Tests by huge margins 
and were a magnificent side, top 
class in every department except 
spin which they did not need. 

rnHE INNINGS OF POLLOCK’S 
A which I recall most vividly 
was his 274 in Durban, the highest 
Test innings ever played by ai 
South African. He came in a few 
minutes before lunch on the first 
day when Barry Richards had al¬ 
ready almost reached a brilliant 
100 and • for an hour after lunch 
the two great players were for once 
batting together on a good pi,tch. 
It was a moment for which those 
present had been waiting and 
which they knew that they might 
never see again in a Test match. 
The feast of batting of the highest 
(juality was no disappointment. IMy 
own recollection is that neither did 
anything excessive but in the Lour 
, .tfeey, apored 103 effortless runs. 



Graeme i'ollocH (left) wtlh anotfier Airtcan great, Eddie Barlow 


One more partnership involving 
Pollock and anolhe • great player 
also comes to mind from later in 
that same year, 1970. In the fifth 
match of England's series against 
the Rest of the World at the Oval. 
Pollock’s eyesight was already giv¬ 
ing him slight trouble to the extent 
that he was an uneasy starter. It 
was jokingly said in those days 
that if’ he had his brother Peter 
(an embarrassingly competent Ho. 
10 ) to play the first 20 minutes of 
an innings for him, he would never 
have been out at all. 

He had not had a good senes but 
at the Oval, he had some early luck 
and was going well when Garry 
Sobers came in. At last the two 
gr^at left-handers were togctliei 
and a comparison of their prodigi¬ 
ous skills should be possible. Yet 
none could ideally be made. Sobers 
was content to watch as his majes¬ 
tic young partner went swiftly to 
100 with that extraordinary blend 
of power and timing which found 
the gaps in the field so easily. For 
once the West Indian master was 
happy to play second string. 

Technically Graeme Pollock is 
sound in that he hits straight, even 
if on his many ventures on to the 
back foot he inevitably some times 
plays away from the body. 1 re¬ 
member one such instance in Port 
E'izabeth incidentally on his 23rd 
birthday—when hitting hard off 
the back foot he was marvellou.sly 
caught at the wicket off the inside 
edge The Australian wicket¬ 
keeper Brian Taber had been hav¬ 
ing a bad time and this was easily 
his best catch of the series, but 
Pollock, then 93, was given not out. 
One sensed his embai rassment and 
it was no surprise when he hur¬ 
riedly completed his 100 and got 
himself out. 


As a boy at Grey High School, 
Port Elizabeth, Pollock was 
coached by George Co of Sussex 
who says that his own contribution 
to development of the boy’s 
genius was to leave it alone. He 
was also a leg-spinner in those 
days though accuracy has gone 
with lack of practice and he was 
always a fine clcse-in fielder, well 
up to the lofty standards of South 
African fielding in his day. 

Prolific batsmen come usually 
into two groups—those very con¬ 
scious of the ■ number of runs they 
make and those outstandingly 
(perhaps Denis Compton pro¬ 
foundly) indifferent to flgunea. 
Pollock probably comes nearer to 
the second than the fir.st though 
he was understandably aggrieved. 
I recall after he pUyed three 
matches in England in 1909 for 
Wilfred Isaacs’ visit ng side. 'They 
beat a full strength O.xford Uni¬ 
versity side by an innings (Pol¬ 
lock 231 not out), led Surrey 
(Pollock B2) and Essex on first in¬ 
nings in drawn matches and beat 
D. H. Robins’ XI at Eastbourne by 
eight wickets (Pollock 153 not 
out). 

For reasons hard to defend none 
of these matches was proclaimed 
flrst-cla’ss by rnc Test and County 
.Cricket Board. When I airived in 
South Africa a few nionths later 
Giatme was sufficiently interc.sled 
in statistics to ask me : "What 
happened to all those runs I made 
in England ?’’ 

They were alas not in the first- 
class record books like many 
others which Graeme Pollock 
might have made if born at a 
difcrent time or in a different 
country. 
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• 

O NE OF THE MAJOR DIFFER- 
ences in County cricket before 
and since i960 is the virtual elimi¬ 
nation of the elitist group. In the 
first 96 years of the Championship, 


only seven Counties won it more 
than once (plus Derbyshire and 
Glamorgan once each). In 20 sea¬ 
sons since then 10 have won it at 
least once. The introduction of the 
three one-day competitions has led 
to a wider spread of success; and 
the wins by Essex and Somerset 
last season meant that every Coun¬ 
ty has taken a major title. 


In sponsoring the Championship, 
Schweppes lent their name to 
what every cricketer regards as the 
major domestic competition in 
England. For that very reason, it 
is the toughest of them all and. 
therefore, at times, it lacks the 
superficial excitement of the ono- 
day ame. In 1979, Essex were ac¬ 
cepted the strongest County and 
their early luck with the weather 
simply meant that they won by a 
larger margin than they could 
reasonably have hoped, by 77 
poipts, with SIX more wins than 
anyone else. 
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Cope—deserves a good benefit 

This year they will again be high 
on the book makers’ lists, with 
Kent—as ever—and Somerset close 
at hand. Essex are an admirably- 
balanced side, shrewdly led by 
Fletcher, with all the dozen mem¬ 
bers of their basic cadre near their 
peak. They have, too, in U.lley 
and Pringle, two highly promising 
young players. 

Kent . maintain a considerable 
and apparently self-renewing pool 
of talent. Each season some cricket* 
er of higlv promise breaks surface 
there. Already they have released 
as sound a batsman as Clinton to 
Surrey, but sti.ll, they cannot em¬ 
ploy—nor even fully develop—all 
the ability they produce. Last year 
their bowling faltered, but the rea¬ 
sonable advance of Dilley, Jarvis, 
Rowe and John'son would give 
them an attack to match the length 
of their batting and the high qual¬ 
ity of their fielding. 

Knott wdl bd dv 







esUng to see how the England as 
well as the Kent selectors react to 
that situation. 

Somerset are a third County 
with an impressive depth of play¬ 
ing strength. They will need it, 
this summer if, as they must as¬ 
sume, West Indies can on Richards 
and Garner for their tour here. 
Then, however, Moseley, seventh in 
last year’s first-class averages, al¬ 
though he could not command a 
regular team place, Gurr who 
seemed to recover his lost I’hy- 
thm. Dredge, Jennings and the 
newcomer Popplewell will compete 
for the seam bowling duties. It 
may mean, too, valuaole opportu- 

S for Roebuck and Marks to 
2 lop their often neglected spin, 
as well as their batting. 

Michael Turner manages Leices¬ 
tershire’s resource's so sagely that 
,they must always be regarded with 
respect. Davison, who lakes over 
the captaincy, i.s an e.s.senlia) enter- 
prisuig cricketer and, although 
liiggs relinquishes that post, thci 
is little doubt tliai, at need, he will 
be available, willing and capable 
as an accurate and still hostile seam’ 
bowler. Clift is little short of being 
the most resoure’eful medium-pace 
bowler in the world. They bat 
long, have varied bowling and are 
well-drilled in the field. There will 
be interest in the employment of 
Garnham, a wicket-keeper from 
Gloucestershire, the continuing 
development of Taylor and Briers, 
and the emergence of Schepens. 
Agnew and Cook 

r lE MAJOR ADVANCES OF 
197t) were made by Worcester¬ 
shire (15th to second), Surrey 
<16th to third), Sussex (ninth to 
fourth), and Northamptonshire 

(17th to llthb Gilford handles 
Worcestei'shirc most capably; and 
last season they gradually compen¬ 
sated for the absence of D'Oliveira, 
who takes over this year a’s the 
County's senior coach. The batting 
of Younis Ahmed proved a consi¬ 
derable gain; Neale continues to 
advance, and much is hoped of 

Patel as an all-rounder. They 

huve, though, urgent need of at 
least one young bowler preferably 
two. 

Surrey came on apace under the 
managership of Micky Stewart and 
the captaincy of Roger Knight. 
There were accesses of strength in 
the batting of Butcher. Clinton and 
Smith:. the bowling of Wilson—of 
whom much is hoped in terms of 
high pace—and Thomas, Given 
greater life in ^he Oval wicket they 
may surprise many opponents this 
summer if bdth Clarke (assuming 
he is not required by West Indies) 
and Wilson strike form. The re¬ 
cruiting of Cheatle from Sussex 
was an astute move a young play- 
i^nuina talent and a ..good 



Sussex produced some attractive 
cricket and continued to prospect 
under the thoughtful captaincy of 
Long. They have some promising 
young players whoso course to 
maturity could be delayed by the 
,jrescnce of overseas players. Al¬ 
though Miandad has been allowed 
to go to Glamorgan, the signing of 
the South African fast bowler lx: 
Roux means that with Wessels and 
Imran Khan they have three over¬ 
seas players registered; though, of 
course, only two can play in the 
same competitive match. Much in- 
lercst will centre on the perform¬ 
ance of Pigott, a bowler of poten¬ 


tially high pace; Mendis and Hoad- 
,ey as batsmen. 

Noirthamptonshiie’s length and 
strength of batting, compensated for 
their woeful shortage of bowling 
to take them to the final of Gillette 
and six places up the table : Allan 
Lamb.— outstandingly — Larkins, 
Willey, Cook and young Williams 
all made useful runs but their need 
of a major bowler to support Sar- 
fraz is dire. 

r E GRAVEST FALL FROM 
eminence was that of Middle-; 
sex (third to I3th), while 




Mike Galtina- of Middlesex — time to realise hut potential 


shire declined from eighth to 12th. thoujjh, too inexperienced to give 

Middlesex often were without Brc- genuine promise of replacing 

arley, Edmonds and Emburey, lost Grcenidge and Marshall if, as is 

to representative matches; but they likely, those two are required by 

were also away during 1978 when West Indies, 

the county made a much more im¬ 
pressive showing. They have been Yorkshire carry some weighty 
negotiating to sign the South Afri- batting; Boycott stood far above all 

can, Van Der BiJi who, with Daniel, other Englishmen at the top of last 

Selvcy, Edmonds and Emburey, year's averages; Lumb could well 

would, surely, form the strongest be given a trial as England's open- 

attack—and not quite the longest ing batsman; Athey and Sharp 

tail—in the competition. The time seem to stand on the brink of ez- 

has come for two or three of their citing careers; Garrick has become 

undoubtedly talented young men to an all-rounder; Hampshfre and 

step up from second-to flrst-team Love make useful runs. It is hard 

standard; and for Gatting to realize on Cope, as nice a man as ever 

his potential. They should have played cricket, to have suffered this 

high hopes if Brearley could have cat-and-mouse torment about his 

the unbroken season with Mlddlo- action; he deserves a good benefit, 

sex which was his eventual hope He will not be easily replaced as a 

■j When he took over the captaincy spin bowler. If, though, O^d; S-dc- 
V of England. bottom and Stevenson fired into 

full-bore, enthusiastic action, they 
Hampshire have appointed a new might well win the Championship. 
< captain in Nick Pocock; signed an. 

Australian medium-pace bowler Nottinghamshire, one of the few 
named Graf; a South African bats- counties to show a financial profit 

man, Smith: and Malone, a seam and one of the latest to appoint a 

bowler ttam Essex. They are, manager, have not hurried to re¬ 


cruit fresh players. They have 
some promising youngsters on the 
staff and, if Hadlee is fit and avail¬ 
able for the full season, and should 
strike up such a relationship with 
Rice as in 1878, they would be a 
considerable power. 

pLOUCiSTERSHiRE LOOKING 
'J forward, without pleasures, to 
the ageing of Brain and loss of that 
outstanding all-rounder, Procter, 
have taken steps to bolster their 
oowling by signing (he steady 'Wil- 
<ins from Glamorgan and Surridge, 
■he Cambridge University opening 
Dowler. They hope for steady pro¬ 
cess by Hignell, Bainbridge and 
Cartridge; but their outstanding 
leed is for a truly penetrative 
lowler in succession to Procter. . 

Warwickshire, who will be man- 
ged by Brown and captained by 
villis, also have bowling problems, 
/hich will not be eased by those 
wo growing older. Hopkins and 
'erryman have far to go; so has 
lavage, who might be worth a 
jiig trial with his off-breaks. They 
nay have to import; but if they 
to they cannot afford less than a 
ruly outstanding bowler. 

Lancashire were certainly happy 
it the quality of Mick IMalone 
vhen they engaged him last year. 
Vith Hogg and Lee fully fit, and 
latcliffe in support, their seam 
jowling could be strong. The 
/oung wicket-keeper, Scott, will 
jomo into the side by right; and 
the batting can be solid. Their 
main need is a young spinner. 

Derbyshire have signed Oldhani, 
1 seam bowler from Yorkshire; and 
they look for steady improvement 
from Barnett. Much depends, 
:hough, on the fitness of HendHck 
and Miller, both of whom returned 
from Australia with worrying in¬ 
juries. The reserve strength is 
not great enough to sustain their 
absence. 


Between the two wars Glamorgan 
often finished in one of the last, 
two positions in the table; but they 
had only been 17th once since 1929 
until last season. Now they have 
not retained Swart or Wilkins; but 
have engaged Miandad from Sussex 
and Featherston4 from Middlesex 
as batsmen; and if those two come 
together on a good pitch the spec¬ 
tators should have much to eiuoy. 
They have also signed Allan Jones, 
much injured, but persevering pace 
bowler of Sussex Somerset and 
Middlesex; end Xzra Moseley, said 
to be of lively pace, from Barbados. 
If their hopes of even two or three 
of Ontong, Hopkins, Holmes, Fran¬ 
cis, A. L. Jones and Uewellyn tvere 
realized they could have a goed 
season. The Championship is wide, 
open; but hardly mde enough for 
them yet. 






TIMES SHIELD REVIEW 


Tatas 


again 

P. V. J.KAR 

nPHE STORY OF THE GOLDEK 
jub'ke year of "The Times of, 
India” ChalleaKe Shield cricket tour-' 
nament is easily told and it has a 
deja vu thing about it. For, onoe 
again Tata Sports Club, led by vete¬ 
ran Padmakar Shivalkar, turned up 
trumps scoring by a comfortable 
margin over major teams like Nirlon 
and.Mafatlal. The final points posi¬ 
tion was: Tata’s 37, Nirlon 2B, 
Mafatlal 24, Mahindras 17. A.C.C. 13 
and Tata Electric 9. 

Tata’s were the best balanced side 
of the lot in performance, though 
Nirlon could take the credit on paper. 
Tata’s batsmen went for big scores, 
unlike those of Nirlon who were 
often out after readiing fifties. 
Ramnath Parker got two hundreds 
and missed three while being top- 
scorer fvith 641 runs while Dilip 
Vengsarkar and Sandeep Patil scored 
two tons each. ’Fhe only batsman to 
match such consistency was Mafatlal’s 
skipper Ashok Mankad who hit three 
centuries. Mafatlal. however, were 
badly served in the field with wicket¬ 
keeper Zulfiqar Parkar undoing the 
bowlers’ work. Their inabili^ to 
gain full points from lowly A. C. C. 
and conceding the lead to Nirlon and 
Tata’s put paid to Mafatlal’s hopes. 

Nirlon never recovered . from the 
shock delivered by unconsidered 
Mahindras who took the lead against 
them. Nirlon’s bowling looked thin 
and they lacked a grafter on whose 
work the stroke-players could capi¬ 
talise. 

Skipper Shivalkar led by personal 
example. No situation looted danger¬ 
ous for him. Medium-pacer Ravi 
Kulkarni, who won the bowling prize, 
and Sandeep Patil, with his cutters, 
invariably got the openings. And 
the moment the ball was old, Paddy 
was there wheeling over after over 
with bis easy economical action mak* 
ing capital of the run the Islam 
Gymkhana wictet, whidi was Tata’s 
best ally, provided. He had a new 
supporting bowler this year. Saurash- 
tra’s Shantilal Patel, who took the 
place of Ghulam Shaikh who had 
gone over to A.C.C. 


Patel,’ who made his a mark in the 
1975-76 Inter-University Tournament 
for Madras, 'equalling Mumtaz Hus¬ 
sain’s record of 49 wickets, bad 
languished hereafter, particularly 
after making Bombay his home. Tliis 
season he made a go for Saurashhra 
on birth qualification and did well 
.for them. The confidence has been 
reflected in not only his bowling but 
he ^ the most (oared 



batsman in the dty after Patil, one mand and so on. That is why one 

whose lusty hitting which clears huge could not get such a good look at 

distances can turn the complexion of opener Subash Kshirsagar of Tata’s, 

the game. who has shown improvement Jn other 

matches. 

Patel’s contribution for Tata’s lav 

in bowling for he produced uapla.v- A.C.C. who fielded the youngest 
able deliveries hustling batsmen onto team, were let down by their young 

their back-foot. In the hot. taxing ones who found the pressure too 

conditions in which Times Shield mudi—one batsman, in sheer 

matches are played. Patel is the ideal at himself, throwing the bat down on 

workhorse who is seldom expensive the wicket near the good length spot 

because of his fiat trajectory. after being out leg before playing 

back for the fifth time (as he later 
The other teams had no two bow- explained). But an exception was off- 
lers to matdi the Shivaikar-Patel spinner Kiran Mokashi, of whom 
combine. Dhiraj Parsana was not more should heard next season if the 
his usual self for Mafatlal for whom selectors keep an open mind and it 
Yograj did not perform as well as will take a newer lot than the pte- 
a Test prospect should. Suresh H sent one which did not think it worth- 
Shastri and Zarapkar were pedes- while to watch these matebea And 
trian and Nirlon relied heavily on to think that when they sit down to 
Karsan Ghavri who delivered the select the probables next season they 

f oods but broke down during the will have nothing hut scores of these 
nal clash with Tata’s. games to go by. 

r IS NOT OFTEN THAT YOUNG- Would the selectors have us believe 
sters come to the forefront in this that the Times Shield has become an 
tournament though they may cause a end in itself and serves no other pur- 
ripple here and there. The pressure pose? Ramnath Parkar, by bis stii^ 
is too much, the demands extra- ring fightback into the Bombay team, 
ordinary. For instance one has to has already proclaimed an emphatic 
throw one’s bat around for the bonus 'no’ to this question but something 
point or before a declaration. A positive is expected from authoriW 
spinner may not be able to experi- to enhance the value of the tottrM- 
ment because of less runs at his com- ment 




How it 
became 
a major 
tourney 

RICHARD CASHMAN, in 
his recent book Patrons, 
Players and the Crowd 
(Price Rs. 720 and pub¬ 
lished by Orient Longman) 
studied in details the his¬ 
tory o f Times Shield in a 
chapter ‘Contemporary 
Patrons'. Here are extracts 
from that chapter 

B ombay took the lead in 
' cricket patronage since many of 
tae largest turns and banks of the 
country have their headquarters 
there. Much of th« history of how 
contemporary patronage evolved in 
this city was ensorined in the deve¬ 
lopment of an inter-offioe tournament, 
the Times ot India Challenge Shield, 


which will enter its hftieth season in 
1979-^0. It was the opinion of K. M. 
Rangnekar, who played in the shield 
matches in the 1930s and 194\)s and 
represented India in 1947, that 'Bom¬ 
bay cricket was built on the Times of 
India Shield’. Unfortunately, while 
there are many books on communal 
cricket in Bombay along with histo¬ 
ries of Ranji Trophy and Test cri¬ 
cket in India, this formative contest 
has been virtually ignored. This tour¬ 
nament was unique not only in India 
but in the world; m the 1978-78 sea¬ 
son there were no less than 260 office 
teams entered in the seven divisions. 
An interesting feature of the compe¬ 
tition was that patronage operated 
not only in the top divisions, where 
teams could boast of many Ranji and 
Test players, but also at the level of 
lowly-placed G Division teams. Firms 
in this category could not match the 
high salaries of the A Division com¬ 
pany teams, but they could augment 
theii salaries by 25 to 40 per cent for 
a good club cricketer who might help 
the team rise to the F or even F. 
Division. Another common practice 
was to recruit players on an ad hoc 
basis, to hire them just for the com¬ 
pany matches. Uncommitted univer¬ 
sity students provided a pool of will¬ 
ing cricket mercenaries. Although the 
eight A Division teams were the 
strongest, former and current Test 
players could be found in lower divi¬ 
sions. In The 1977-78 season .Salim 
Darrani played for Century Rayon 
and Ajit Pai for the Bank of Baroda. 


both B Division teams.’ tn the Mine 
year Mohioder Amarnath was recrui¬ 
ted by a C Division team. Air India. 

The Times Shield attracted the 
serious cricket spectators, for while, 
there was no charge for admission 
most of the crowd had tQ stand 
along the boundary line of fhe nja- 
dan or the gymkhana grounds and 
endure the sun. The patrons made 
it possible for the cricket enthu¬ 
siasts of Bombay to watch a good 
standard of cricket and to see many 
of the Test players at close quar¬ 
ters. 

Cricket patronage existed in Bom¬ 
bay prior to the Times of India 
competition. Several British officials 
recruited a number of Quadrangular 
stars to the B.B. & C.I. Railway in 
the 1920s. 

The Times Shield began on a small 
scale in 1930 when twenty-four 
teams from 'business bouses, colle¬ 
ges and public services’ took part 
in a competition for what the Times 
of India refered to as. 'junior clubs’. 
The early rounds of the competition' 
were played in the monsoon months 
and each ‘knock-out’ match required 
only one day. In one match, on July 
27, fifty-two runs were enough for 
Customs to beat the Times of India 
Cricket Club outright by an innings 
and ten runs since the latter team 
could only manage a mere twenty-one 
runs in both innings. The final was 
played over two days In October 
when Customs beat E. D. .Sassoon 
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"Matchless is 
strokes ahead of 
others and a 
winner always” 

Saya Ramtnathan Krlihnan, tha Indian 
Tannia Maaairo and hli aon, Ramaah. 
World Junior Champion, agraaa. 

The Krishnans should know. They have 
been brought up on tennis courts. 

They have tried them all. But Matchless 
tennis balls are strokes ahead of others. 
Made of the finest melton cloth used 
for making tennis balls for the Inter¬ 
national Tournament in the UK and 
the continent. Matchless has the 
perfect dimensional stability that 
gives a superb bounce on any kind 
of court. 

Yes, the all-roun9 opinion is that 
Matchless is unbeatable. It has . 
been the unquestionable choice for 
Grand Prix, Davis Cup and other 
National and International Satellite 
Tournaments, try being a winner. 

Play with Matchless. Our othdr range 
of tennis balls—Praktis, Googly and - 
Goodshot. 
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A tima to taste - hmon*md lime* 
like it's never been. More tengy,mttrb ■ 
punchy, more everything. 
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A time to 'freshen'- with tongue- ' 
tingling iemorfmd HmeT Fresh and 
icy cold. 
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Times 

Shield's 




Imilan 

cricket 

tJUiSAT IS THE RELEVANCE 
TV m me Times of India*' 
Shield tMtfnameht to tMUatt crlo- 
ketT This was a questimi stodled 
in ^taii hr Sydhqri praCotapT 
Ricnaid Casbmau ditfiiig . bU 
the^ whiA has heen ptulWied 
bv Lonlgimns In India. 

Cashman dubs, this tournament 
under the beadiaii 'Contemporary 
Patron’ who have^takra over the 
rote of promothiR • dricket from 
the princes. 


Thanks to the Times Shield, 
tvhich was started “for the pur¬ 
pose of filling the wide gap*’ be¬ 
tween school and college cricket 
and the lofty heights of the qua¬ 
drangular. Industrial houses have 
been vying with one another for 
getting the services of top play¬ 
ers. While such competition is 
healthy, one is nut sure jt does 
not have dangerous side effects. 

The temptation to get short¬ 
term publicity, is there and thcfe 
have been htstanocs of firms pay¬ 
ing unreasonaUe sum-s to play- 
‘ers only to present themselves fur 
imatches. Iliis “all piay-and-nu- 
work” policy has been detrimental 
*to players and luckily for them, 
such firms have died a natural 
‘death’ because in cricket a mot¬ 
ley ooltectioa of names can- never 
work. Gratifyingly. the teams 
that have bemt winning are those 
whidt have inyested in the game 
years and {poked . 
afW evmi after they 

were iwst:;«lialf'Pdme. 

Thus. Tata Sports Club have 


been the ntmd winoera, 

13 times In all. dihtr. victories b^ 
ing founded on aolft footing. . As 
Cashman notes; “Tata’s sporting 
policy was usually expressed in 
terms of wider sods! goals whi^ 
iqdiidod the oncouragement of 
all major and minor SMcfs of 
country, the suppori Orhidiyidttals 
and teams wbidi rapr^inted the 
country and die improvemont Of ', 
recreational fadUtkte for Tata 
sportsmen and Tata atOpkoKOf as 
well." 

Of late, however, stitero ilaa 
been a little disillusioOment amooir 
the players who have put In loi^ 
service but have not gaiitOd by 
way of promotion. They foot the 
secretaries have -prdj^ed <pbi^- 
selves on tile performance m tile 
players and dmie well fOr. tiiOln- 
selves and those who sweat it out, 
have been left high and dry. This 
can hardly he smd to he in oOn- 
sonanoe «dth the Tata policy 
which has been bOd iUnstratM hv 
a comment from a top boss when 
an official boasted tiiat a sabil* ! 
^ary concern had humbleo a 
Tata Sports Club team, in a local 
tournament. “I hOpe, this la not 
the end of Tata Sports Club.” 
One hopes it is not, for sport 
would ■ bfe poorer for the ahseiloe 
of such an institution founded 
way back in 1937 which has stret¬ 
ched out its hand to sports like 
kabaddi and billiards. 

The example of Tata’s was fol¬ 
lowed by others like State Bank, 

I A.C.C. who dominated the scene 
like‘B.E.S.T. and B.B.^aiid C.I, 
Railway during the ear& .years of 
the tournament. 

I N RECENT YEARS. MAEAT- 
lai Group have made the 
greatest impact . on the tourna¬ 
ment'which tiie^ tteve won Hii«n 
times. Ashok Mimkiid Sf iWver, 
mclucated a pinfesishmal 
but Bomtoymen held sowtlifaig 
agsidSt Mafatlal hecanse fiteir 
pimey of recnitting ' 

outsitte, ^ Mm A: 
availal^ in the 
pointed out tiiat ff iS Teams 
ip»ved such a policy a stage jnlim 
Mm as It did id Etwwt f^opply' 
Crtctot when the -itiiiy'' 

erg dreir maidittm . MhiiK'km 
the leading touinmneiitat n»-s» 



^ 'i^iefe 

, *>4.5^ fhlp'ltii^enrfrom «t- 

tiiu| affl^vitt stating their hntlt 
In Bombay sad maniiiements from 
* badtdating appoioto^ts. 

The ‘Times' Mmmltme does not 
have MISA powers and so when 
e/tineat.|li litigation wah tean- 
diahed by aome firms titey decided 
. on a policy of live and let live. 

The beauty of tida epkoda U 
that it pMvaa the vtfue Of the 
. tountamettf -for youngi^. mut 
firnm me ywhig to go to any 
teagtha tp hj^ players from any 

players 

are^wiumg th hmve their hmnes to 

fSS** Romi^. 

Who will that tile MmeboM 
brail of Mombder and Surinder 
did not bei^ wHh Oelr laying 
for JK in the Ttoes Shield. San- 
deep Patil’s -caning of all bowlers 
last year gave him the big bOost 
for an exdting Test career. And 
as more and more teams get bit- 
tan by the cricket tetg, more 
youngsters will get tim b^fit of 
concerted practioe and later tiie 
chance to parade tiieir ttimtts. 

The tournament has not been 
without its jarring aspecta hks aa 
umpiring gaflh which enumate 
from pressure exerted'fay ptairers 
who have everything te ptipTbr. 
It is also pointed out that cost of 
cricket gear has ipiraBad ImiO' 
ally because firma biQr wlttont 
batting an mtelid and ah thi 4^ 
ers go on increasing timm. 

; But these arejpnty ‘firifirti^ 
.;ana overall the Thnea-ttlteld dm- 
look bade mi SO year) of .aOrvloa 
, m game ewdi is grateful for tim 
i fad that alctoten are made to 
fern wantad. which can hmdly ba 
said of the personnel hi «tlii«. 
MOiaa, Eighteen teams in' the 

fa a reoofd.yen ti^ ihlhy^ 

l,p.v.'d. KAR 


and Company. 

Within a few years there was an 
improvement in the standard of Tim¬ 
es Shield cricket and it attracted 
some of tlM leading players of Bom¬ 
bay induding India’s wicket-keeper, 
D, D. Hiodtekar, who played for the 
Bombay Port Trust. L, P. Jal who 
was in the Imperial Bank team, P. 
Summ^ayea who represented Bur- 
mah-Sfaell, and D. R. Havewalla who 
was in the B.B. & C.I. team. Higher 
scores also became possible when 
matches were transferred to the drier 
winter months. The December 1973 


linat between St. Xavier’s College and 
D.n. & C.I. was extended to four 
day.«! and produced "record scores. 
After two days the college team was 
well enough placed having amassed 
446 runs and dismissed .two of the 
imposition for 96 runs. But on the 
third morning D. R. Havewalla, who 
began with a score of 17 not out, 
advanced to 453 not out at stumps 
out of the B.B. & C.l. total of 7-650. 
Havewalla continued on the fourth 
morning and readied 515 runs (55 J 
four-s. 32 sixes out of 721) and then 
took 5-26. in the Xavier second inn¬ 


ings of only 128, to give him a match 
analysis of 11-150. Havewalla’s achie¬ 
vement reflected the uneven quality 
of Times Shield teams, and that stan¬ 
dard was below that of seniof critket 
of the dty. When he played against 
the touring M.C.C side, in the Mmc 
month. Havewalla could only manage 
scores of 57 not out and 20 for the 
Presidency and the City. It was not 
until after the abandonment of com¬ 
munal cricket, the seqlor cricket con¬ 
test of the dty. in 1944 that the Tim¬ 
es Shield became the major focus- of 
Bombay cridtet and patronage. 




Interview 


"Nobody 
took me 
seriously 

One of the greatest spin¬ 
ners India has ever pro¬ 
duced BHAGWAT SUBRA- 
MANYA CHANDRASHE- 
KHAR. looks back over his 
career in an interview with 
AJA Y KUMAR 


T HKHE WASN’T A ‘SOUL IN THE 
H'lmjaloTe restaurarU aiMirl from 
Charidra.'ihekhaT. And sit tiny against 
the wall m a comer, Chandra evoked 
the ii’Kiyr of a tragic hero, much 
like, the him heroes who sang the 
songs of his favourite, Mukesh. After 
two hows of aii interview with the 
I ■ iliin’l - want - any • controversies 
Chandra, the image of a tragic hero 
was only reinforced. 

Sad. even hurl, eyes. A no fat 
fiftnre and a boyish openness ir, the 
face that belied his 35 years—17 of 
which were spent in the Test arena, 
Chandra seemed eager to talk. To aet 
a bit of the load off his chest. /Is he 
said: “Pvc never complained about 
anything all these years hut that 
doesn’t mean I have had nothing to 
complain about.” And yet when he 
did complain it was more in hurt 
than in anger. We .spoke for almost 
two hours. Excerpts • 

Sportsworld: It’s being said that 
you were forced by the Karnataka 
State Crirfcet Associat.'on to retire. 
Is It tniet 

Chandra: No. that is not true. 
The K.SCA had nothing to do with 
my decision to retire. It was niv 
own decision. I haven’t been bowling 
too well. I think T’ve lost my nip. 
I found I was struggling even against 
weak opposition. When I was at my 
peak, we would beat teams like 
Kerala in two days, but last season 
I found I was having difficulty against 
them also. And then I decided I 
wouldn’t get the chance to play Test 
cricket again, so what was the point 
of p|layiug on ? It would be better 
to give a youngster the chance. 

SW: When did yon decide aboat 
retiring T 

Chandra : I started thinking about 
it after we came back from England 
last year. Then I thought let me 
play a season and see if I can make 
a comeback. I finally decided I 
would retire when Karnataka finish¬ 
ed it$ Ranjl Trophy commitments. 



Chandra—‘I viat ovanbowlad’ 





















SW: Are yon retiring a happy and 
contented man? 

Chandra: When the last ball was 
bowled in our match against Haryana 
and then I was garlainded and hug¬ 
ged, I felt terribly upset. It’s not 
easy to give up your passion for so 
many years. I even had tears in mv 
eyes. Maybe the timing of the an- 
nounoement could be due to other 
reasons—which I may not want to 
come out with right now or maybe 
never—but I realise you can only 
have 11 members in a team. In all 
these years, I have felt so many dis¬ 
appointments but I have never said 
anything. No, I have no regrets, 
apart from that, at times, I was un¬ 
fairly treated. 1 was very lucky I 
lasted 17 years. When I started out 
I never thought I would last that 
long. 

SW: Why T 

Chandra; I have always had to 
struggle hard to concentrate and 
keep my mind on the game, especial¬ 
ly in matches other than Tests. Then 
playing was always a tense strain for 
me. This was because of my long 
run-up and peculiar bowling action. 
1 didn’t have an easy run-up or a 
slow easy action. I always had to 
put effort behind every delivery. And 
because I always wanted to play 
cricket with the same amount of 
motivation, no matter what level I 
was playing, that meant so much 
effort eveiy time. Finally, because I 
was considered a match-winning 
bowler, T think I was overbowled. 
Even at club-tevel cricket, where 1 
could be rested, I would be asked to 
bowl 20-30 overs. Some people can 
escape this but I never said anything 
and even when I did I was never 
taken seriously. There was no weight 
behind my words, even though I was 
a senior cridteter for so long. Even 
today there isn’t. 


SW: Are you saying that yoa were 
never taken serionaly? 

Chandra: Yes, and not merely on 
the field. If 1 told a friend some¬ 
thing he wouldn't take me seriously 
but if somebody else said the same 
thing he would be taken seriously. 
Why this was so I don’t know. Maybe 
it was because I kept myself aloof or 
maybe it was because 1 didn’t say it 
with confidence, maybe, confidence 
was lacking. Whatever it was, it 
used to bother me a lot. Still docs. 

SW: Bat irtiat coold be the rcaaon? 
Chandra; May be it was the pecu¬ 
liar way I got into Test cricket. 1 
made my debut in 1964 but till 1965 
I wasn’t even a regular member of 
the National College team. I used to 
play cricket but I didn’t have a role. 
Sometimes I played as a batsnun, 
sometimes as a new-ball-bowler and 
once even as a wicket-keeper. Then 
for three months—^May, June, July 
’63—I was not included in the team 
of my club. The City Cricketers. I 
was even thinking of dying up 
cricket when in a match in August. 
I thought let me try and bowl leg- 
spin. 1 did and took something like 
six wickets. In the next match, the 


same thing happened. Then I moved 
rapidly. 1 played for my college 
team, then State juniors, then Karna¬ 
taka, then South Zone and then India 
—all within the spac^- of s.x-seven 
months. Just imagine seven months 
earlier I wasn’t fit to play for a fifth 
division side—now I was playing in 
Tests. 

SW: Bat hoar dM yoa saddenly start 
bowUog so well? 

Chaadra: You can’t ask me that. I 
don’t know. All 1 know is that sud¬ 
denly 1 could bowl everything— the 
leg-spInner, the flipper, the off-break 
the faster one. And while it*s true 
that when I was at peak—I was 
bowling at my best in 1966-67—no¬ 
body could pidi out what I was bow¬ 
ling. not eyeu the Indian players, 
contrary to what was said that I knew 
what I was bowling. 1 knew that 
particular ball I wanted to bowL Yes, 
f couldn’t be absolutely sure that the 
ball was going to pitch exactly where 
I wanted it to—I mean if I tried for 
the middle and leg may be it would 
pitch middle and off—and that is why 
I didn’t try to play traps for bats¬ 
men because 1 couldn’t be 100% sure 
of my length and line. The reason 
for this was the unique jerk in m\ 
action at the list minute. 

SW: Which batsman played you the 
best? Could anybody Ilgiire oat yoor 
mala weapon, the goog>y? 

Chandra: At mv best, nobody could 
figure out my googly because I could 
bowl all my balls with the same 
action. But the batsman who played 
me the best was Ken Barrington in 
England in 1967, when I was bowling 
at my best. He also couldn’t pick out 
my googlies but he was the batsman 
t beat ttte lea.st number of times. F.vi i 
Garry Sobers, when he came here in 
1966-67 used to be foxed. 1 always, 
fell I had chance with him. 


SW: It was asld you were an ex¬ 
pensive bowler. Do you agree? 
Chandra: I know the Press and 
others used to say that, but I don’t 
agree. Till two years ago when 1 wa.s 
still bowling well— when I came 
back from Australia in 1978 I was 
still at peak form—^my average per 
wicket was around 28, while for the 
other three spinners it was around 
29-plus. But the Press often was un¬ 
fair to me. If 1 was bit, they would 
say I was losing my nip but they 
wouldn’t say the same about the 
others. And at times they didn’t know 
what they wrote. In ’64 when I 
bowled Peter Burge with one that 
pitched outside the leg and took the 
off-stump (he turned to Salim Durra¬ 
ni, sitting at the next table, and said: 
"You remember?" And Durrani nod¬ 
ded and said: “yes, I was fielding at 
mid-off.’’) The papers wrote I had 
bowled him with a googly. Then I 
bowled Keith Fletcher on two differ¬ 
ent tours with the same ball—^the fast¬ 
er one going straight-i-and the Press 
again wrote it was a googly. When¬ 
ever they didn’t know what I had 
bowled they would say it was a goog¬ 
ly. And about being expengjve, don’t 


forget my full tosses were not easy 
to hit—they were fast and low. 

SW:...Which dojrou regard as the 
best bowling spell of your careeif 
Chandra : This was in Bombay once 
when I bowled 95 overs in the match 
and there was no rubbish in that. And 
then at Lord’s in 1967. But no, ii was 
not at the Oval in ’71. 

SW: ...Tou Just spoke abont the 
Preas. But didn’t the selectors also 
think the same? 

Chandra : Yes they did. After the 
Oval virtorv. wheii Tony Lewis’ team 
came hep 2 , I was dropped for the se¬ 
cond Test at Delhi. Then in England, 
last year, the same thing happened. 
OK. 1 bowled atrociously in the first 
Test but when nobody else was doing 
much I think 1 could have been pick¬ 
ed to play in one of the later Tests. 
After all. 1 did take some wickets in 
the county matches. 

SW: When did you first think you 
might have lost your nip? 

Chandra : Pakistan 1978. The wic¬ 
kets there were so slow that 1 think 
1 lo.st my confidence there. 

SW:...Looking back, which was the 
lowest point of your career? 

Chandra : Most of the times I wa.s 
feeling low. My success, 1 felt, was 
not appreciated enough. Once when I 
took eight wickets in an innings, it 
was written that I could do that be 
cause I got good support from the 
other end. You think it was a joke 
taking eight wickets'in an innings? 

SW: Did you ever take any coach¬ 
ing? Or try and develop your bowling 
over the years? 

Chandra : There was a coach in the 
National College but by the time I 
got to meet him I was past the stage 
ot being coached. And no I didn’t de¬ 
velop my bowling. The variety was 
always there and it remained the 
same. Some people tried to influence 
me to flight the ball a little more. 1 
tried but I couldn’t. 

SW: Would you know on a certain 
day that you would dick that day? 
Chandra : About the dicking part.l 
wouldn’t be able to say. But two or 
three overs I would know whether 1 
would do well that day. 

SW: Who are the people yon fed 
grateful to for your career? 

Chandra: My Club, The City Cridc- 
eters, my bank, The Syndicate Bank, 
The Karnataka Cricketers’ Assoda- 
tion, Subramanyam, my first State 
captain, and Tiger Pataudi, the cap¬ 
tain who understood me best. 

SW: Did you feel part of a unkiae 
group when yon were playing ...with 
Bedi, Prasanna and Tenkat? 

Chandr.. :...Yes I did feel sooMthing 
great about that. 

SW: Which te the aing yon oalne 
moat? 

Chandra: My spools of Mukesh 
songs. 1 have about 800 of them but 
1 don’t think I will ever stop looking 
for the ones 1 don’t have. 



f Jusf one point 


Why 
Asian 
Games ? 

PANKAJ BUTALIA 

'T’OWARDS THE END OF 1979. 
A when Charan Singh was the 
caretaker Prim© Minister, there was 
a chance that the 1982 Asian Games, 
scheduled to be held in New Delhi, 
would be called oflF. The rca.son cited 
was that these Games were a luxury 
India could ill-aiford and that this 
spectacle would result in a diversion 
of resources from more important 
areas. 

From the moment this view was 
expressed, there was an outburst 
from various sections criticizing 
this kind of thinking and urging 
the Government to, honour the ear- 
' her commitment to' hold the Games. 
However, with the disappearance of 
the Charan Singh Government, also 
disappeared all Government objec¬ 
tions to the Games. The Indira Gan¬ 
dhi Government has .said it is going 
ahead with the preparations. 

I would like to put forward the 
proposition that the Games should 
not be held (certainly not in India). 
To begin with, who are the people 
that are making the biggest noise 
about the Games being held and 
what are the reasons they are citing 
for it? I wish to explore this point 
to establish that either they have 
some vested interest or are very con¬ 
fused in their thinking. Certainly, 
the Games should not ^ held mere¬ 
ly on the basis of such reasons being 
put forward. 

Irrespective of the kinds of issues 
being raised, are tbe(e any genuine 
reasons for the holding of the games 
in the form in which they are cur¬ 
rently held? If not, shouldn’t the 
Games, as they exist, be scrapped? 

Who wants the gam%? If one looks, 
at the people who have been making; 
the biggest noise, directly or indi- 
rectly, about holding the Games one 
finds they are either politicians, 
sports bureaucrats, sports journa¬ 
lists, architects and maybe some 
potential contractors. Not too many 
(any?) sportsmen have tried to raise 
the issue. 

Those who are makin|i the big¬ 
gest noise about the holdmg of the 
Games are people who have a perso¬ 
nal vested interest in it — the poli¬ 
ticians, the sports bureauaats and. 


the sports writers who are elevated 
to a position of importance if such 
an event with world-wide attention 
is held her© (or architects and buil¬ 
ding contractors who have interest 
in the construction). It’s not all poli¬ 
ticians and sports journalists who 
are making th© noise. Only those 
who are assur^ of being in seats of 
power and importance—those on 
various existing sports councils or 
organising committees or those who 
have a chance of making it to the 
top or of being in the limelight in 
other ways. Other smaller writers, 
who are genuinely concerned about 
the future of sports in the country 
are not out in arms—why? Nor 
are most sportsmen (are any current 
sportsmen?) clamouring for the Ga¬ 
mes? Why? Probably because they 
realize it’s not such a big deal as is 
being made out to be. 

What are the reasons being cited? 
Commitment, loss of India's image 
in the sporting world if the Gaines 
arc nut held, setback to Indian 
sports! That, in a nutshell, is about 
it. No matter how one polishes these 
arguments, there aren’t manv more 
(of course, there’s loss of money 
already spent—but surely that’s pre¬ 
ferable to loss- of much more money 
if it can be shown that there’s not 
much to be gained from the Games). 

The most meaningful reason of 
the lot is—setback to Indian sports. 
Just how much ot a setback it is can 
only be seen if one has a clear idea 
about the potential benefit of the 
Games which will be lost if the Ga¬ 
mes are not held. The potential bene¬ 
fits cited are: construction of stadia 
and sporting infrastructure in some 
cities, opportunities to Endian sports¬ 
men to sec top level sportsmen in 
action. Fair enough—but then why 
does it take any Government deca¬ 
des before it can think of construc¬ 
ting sports complexes—and that, 
too, for a spectacle like the Asian 
Games and never for the promotion 
of sports on a steady and regular 
basis. How is that all those politi¬ 
cians and writers who are now cla¬ 
mouring for the Games never make 
the same kind of noise on a regular 
basis? 

Besides, just how useful are large, 
unwieidly stadia? The Netaji Indoor 
Stadium in Calcutta, constructed for 
the 33rd World Table Tennis (Iham- 
ptonships is a beautiful indoor sports 
complex. Nevertheless, it is a white 
elephant for sports. Its maintenance 
expenditure and rental is so high 
that it just can’t be used for sports 
On a day-to-day ^sis and its must 
profitable use is for ‘Kishore Kumar’ 
nites and ‘Dara Singh’ wrestling 
matches. So maybe these large com¬ 
plexes can only serve spectacles (in¬ 
cluding sports spectacte) and not 
real competitive sports, Good use of 
-such structure lies in making regu¬ 
lar use of them for the purpose for 
whidi they are created and not for 
periodic use. Besides, concentration 
of sports complexes in a few cities 
is not the best way of creating a 


useful sports infrastructure through¬ 
out the country. 

A S FAR AS OPPORTUNITIES TO 
Indians to match top level 
sportsmen elsewhere is concerned, 
my point is again the same: one 
such event in the counfry every 20 
to 30 years has got qo relationship 
with the welfare of sports. Sports 
promotion lies in many other direc¬ 
tions—again—most of which are 
mundane and require regular atten¬ 
tion on a day-to-day basis. Besides, 
has anyone cared to find out the 
correlation between major sports 
events in India and peiTormances 
of Indian sportsmen? Without this, 
how can anyone claim great merits 
for such monolithic events? 

Commitment and loss of India’s 
image abroad are things to be wor¬ 
ried about. But surely these are 
things that should have been thought 
atmut earlier. In any case, if the 
price to be paid for honouring these 
‘commitments’ is high jn real terms 
—surely these categories become 
relatively ‘abstract’. And the price 
is high leaving aside the question of 
money expenditure on the Games— 
there’s the more important question 
of a diversion of scare© real resour¬ 
ces and energies for an event (hat 
should come fairly low on the prio¬ 
rity list of development (this should 
not be taken to mean that sports 
itself should be low on the priority 
list, but that such spectacles should 
be). 

The real worth of any causes 
(promotion of sports etc...) being 
propounded becomes clear when one 
examines who is propounding them. 
The cause is lost the minute one 
finds that those propounding it have 
no real interest in it but have a 
vested interest in using it for some 
other purpose. 

Why such unwieldy events? In 
any case, it is about time the entire 
sporting world looks again at mono¬ 
lithic events like the Olympic and 
Asian Games. On one hgod is the 
tendency of fewer and fewer coun¬ 
tries to undertake such events and 
on the other, a further expansion of 
the size of these Games by the indu- 
sion of more and more disdplines. 
Surely, this is a case of ambition 
gone mad! While the tendency 
should be for a further diffusiem or 
breakdown of these Games into more 
small-scale individual events, the re¬ 
verse seems to be happening. And 
this results in great duplication. 
Look at table tennis. There’s an 
Asian Union T. T diamplonships, 
then there’s the AfroAsian T. T. 
chaippionships and now there is a 
T. T. championship in the Asian 
Games and so on. 

Surely, there hat to be some clear 
thinking on the part of those who 
are not in any position to afford 
such ‘luxuries’ (that is the only way 
one can describe R). Somewhere, a 
start will have to be made. But— 
who will bell the cat? 
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News: National 


Rita Sen: 
The Olym¬ 
pic trials 
are my 
last 

chance 


having dodted 12.1 aec. Wbgt’s 
more ironical is that Usha got her 
gold at Karachi docking 12.5 sec! 
There was no room for the “fastest 
woman athlete”, even if it meant not 
sending a partidpant for the 400 m 
race. 

For ‘Rita it has never j«ally been 
smooth sailing. She hgp nad to face 
quite a number of disappointments 
over the years, right from the time 
she made news in 1970. She. how¬ 
ever. shot into prominence after the 
open meet at Jullundur. The reason 
behind this sudden rise, according 
to her is something ‘very funny*. As 
she recalls: "I came third day and 
was dedared fourth, and so I said 
to myself: “Look girl, your name 
should be right on top." 


Th» surprise discard for 
the Pak Nationai Gamas, 
RITA SEN, relates her mis¬ 
fortunes to SUDESHNA 
BARUA 

<<QHE GAVE YOU TWO, I 
O would havd' given you three 
golds, positively, but they didn’t give 
me a chance. They opted for Usha 
instead”, Rita Sen said- The sigh 
was barely audible. Even though 
Rita, the ace Bengal sprinter, is once 
more in the fray, getting ready for 
the vital trials for the Olympics, the 
past “betrayal” still hangs on. It’s 
still a sore. She has now joined the 
camp for the selection of ue OLvm- 
pics Squad. 


On the last day of the inter-State 
Athletics Champknuhip in Hissar 
Rita, along with otherg, waited eag¬ 
erly for the announcement. Indian 
athletes were being selected f<H- the 
Pakistan National Games. Kamaljit 
Sandhu, the NSNIS coach, sendng 
Rita’s anxiety assured her that her’s 
was a “clean case” despite the fact 
that an injury had kept her awa.y 
from the 200 m race. She exidained 
that as Rita had given a commend¬ 
able performance in the recently 
concluded championdtip, it would re¬ 
quire nothing short of an overdose 
of sheer bad luck to keep her away 
from the trip to Karachi. But when 
the names were Bnally announced, 
there was a surprising omission— 
Rita Sen. 


“Believe me, I dont break down 
easily”, she said, “but that evening 
I was barely conscious of what went 
on around me.” It was a staggering 
blow and Rita mad* no effort to con¬ 
ceal both her surpriM and disappoint¬ 
ment. “1 had worked bend. 1 was so 
sure df it all. but they Just brushed 
me aside”, she added. Having to 
rtep aside and watch Kerala’s P. T. 
occupy her seat must have 
tOh'upideasant a taak, for Usha 
Jtt tho 100 ra daA, 
;,hMin..0« (te, tdp>.. 



Rita has stuck to her words much 
to the delight of Kamaljit Sandhu, 
who had once commented: “You 
have a gem of a girl in Bengal— 
RHa, watch out, she is quite some¬ 
thing.’' Well, she is. She is India’s 
fastest woman on the track, the only 
girl in a team comprising established 
athletes like Gita Zutshi and Angel 
Mary, to have achieved some success 
in Tokyo. Urged by her coach Ka¬ 
maljit, Rita just let herself go that 
day in Tokyo. In the finishing stretch 
of the 400 m race, she was still be¬ 
hind four others but Kamaijit’s words 
—‘Steady, run Rita, buc up’, kept 
ringing in her ears and oblivious of 
the world around her, she ran like 
the rabbit of Aesop’s fable and 
brought home a silver. 

She has equalled. Anasuya Bai’s 
record, clocked 12.3 sec for the 100 m 
in the first trial for the Asian Games, 
Bangkok and 12.1 sec in the second 
trial. But her achievements and re¬ 
cords, somehow, left her selectors 
cold. They weren’t impressed, so it 
seemed, and Rita was dropped, in 
favour of Anasuya Bai for the 1978 
Asian Games and P. T. Usha for the 
Pakistan National Games. 

Rita, it is quite obvious is not one 
of Dame Fiurtune’s favourite girls. 
She has been let down time and 
again, she h^ been thg victim of some 
‘nasty poiitics*. She was not select¬ 
ed for the Asian Games on the pre¬ 
text that her performance in the 
final trial was nothing to be proud 
of. The results of the first and 
second trials, however, were merely 
ignored. The final verdict was given 
uter the la^-lustre performance of 
a girl who had slumped due to a 
simple thing as sheer raysical ex¬ 
haustion. “I was compelled to par-’ 
tidpate in all the four meets just 
before the finals and consequently 
had to travel from Patiala to Amrit¬ 
sar to MeOnit and Ajmer. It was 
too much, even for m&” 

Ihe next Mow came early this 
year. “Yes, I still feel extremely 
bad about it. It was alqiost com¬ 


mon knowledge that I was in . . . 
Well, these things bappai”y the note ‘ 
of resignation was too obvious to be 
missed. What makes her still feel 
miseraUe is the fact that even to 
this day she doesn‘t really know 
why she was ridelined. Out of 
form? Impossible, for the" Hissar 
timings were still on record. Bad 
behaviour? No once again for she 
never really interfered in matters 
that did not concern her. 

There really it oo satisfactory ans¬ 
wers to that little question, w^. 
such an unceremoiuus brush-off. 
Her husband bad asked the diief 
coach G. S. Saini, but “be merely 
told my husband that it was an event 
for juniors and so Usha was favou^ 
cd, or something as vague as that”, 
said Rita. Well, that makes Gita 
Zutshi and Angel Mary juniors as 
well I 

No matter how intense the dis¬ 
appointment, RKa refrains from 
either grumbling or complaining.. 
Ask her why the authorities from 
Bengal did not take better care of 
their protege, and silence greets you. 
^k her how she feels after having 
being let down by her own people, 
there is silence once again. But 
doesn‘t,she feel that the situation 
would have imiH-oved bad the offi¬ 
cials from Bengal intervened. “Per¬ 
haps”, comes the non-commital reply, 
“^yway. I’m getting over it*’ she 
added Immediately. 

The slim young lady sat upright, 
draped demurely in a sari, didn'i. 
quite give one of th* impression of 
being mentally shattered. She 
hasn’t hastily announced her retire¬ 
ment or done something equally im¬ 
pulsive or sentimental. Instead, 
Rita Sen is eagerly looking forward 
to the training camp at Patiala. She 
still happens to be the only athlete 
from Bengal to have been selected to 
join the ooadilng camp for the forth¬ 
coming Olrmpica. Iroaleallv enough, 
she has bM selected maliuy on the 
basis of her performance at Hissar 
and Tokyo. 

“It’s my last chance”, says Rita, 
“the next Olympic Games m®*®* 
another four years and my time will 
be over by then.” Rita has no illu¬ 
sions about herself and admits that 
it wiil be tough going Ml the way. 
Rita hopes to participate in the Delhi 
Asian Games, and then it’s quits! 


“I’ve been on the map for ten 
years, now it’s time for Swagata and 
others to come and replace me”, «ie 
says dispassionately. But what about 
herself, will she tMce to coaching, or 
is she interested in becoming a selec¬ 
tor some day? 

“Heavens, no”, cries Rita. “The 
day I say goodbye will be my hist 
day on the field. Til have nothing 
more to do with this game, there’s 
too much of pOlKics and filth involv¬ 
ed. I don’t want Mr X of Y to lift 
the accusing finger and say that 
Rita Sen bas spoiled so and so’s 
career, Mie plin’S dirty .... No 1 
wouldn’t like fi^t.” 



Pakistan 
Nationals: 
A useful 
experi¬ 
ence 

RANJIT BHATIA 

B ack from the Pakistan 

National Games in Karachi, 
Indian athletes were full of praLs<' 
for the excellent arrangementi; made' 
hy the hosts. Four-star hotel accom¬ 
modation and SS.OOO-strong' crowd.s 
to watch them in action cac^ dav 
made all the difference in the world 
to what are virtually the P 04 r rela¬ 
tions in Indian sport fraternity today. 
So much so that it more than made 
up for the fact that the meet was 
conducted on a cricket ground. While 
the visiting athletes from China, 
Turkey and India helped to liven up 
interest in the actual competitions, 
the general feeling was that ahletics 
in Pakistan today did not enjoy the 
same patronage that it had right 
until the early Seventies. Its stand¬ 
ing in the country is nowhere near 
that attained by games like hockey, 
cricket and squa.sh racquets where 
Pakistanis have gained world wide 
recognition. Pakistan has an astro¬ 
turf for hockey, but it has no tartan 
track for athletics. While there 
we're some vei"y promising sprinters, 
hurdlers and even marathon runn(u's 
from the host (■oiintry, the inipre.s- 
sion gained was that Pakistan no 




Thamiz Harsam—won a tough battle 


longer had athletes of the calibre of 
sprinters Abdul Khaliq, hurdler 
fihulani Raziq, hammer thrower 
Mohammed Iqbal, and in recent 
times, the gallant veteran distance 
runner Mohammed Younis, 

From the Indian point of view, 
the visit to Karachi was useful in 
that it enabled our somewhat shel¬ 
tered athletes to the feel of competi¬ 
tion away from home and against 
athletes who might well be strong 
Asian Games rivals before long. The 
competition for places in the sprints 
and hurdles in particular was tough 
and It was creditable for Adil 
Suniarivala to win the 100 metres In 
10.7 sees on a dusty grass track. 
And for Subramaniam to be equally 
successful in the 200 metres in 21.6 
sees. The 400 metres ^aw a neck to 
neck battle between two Indians, 
Thamiz Harsam and the new Univer¬ 
sities’ star Pavitar Singh with the 
former making it in 48.8 secs, just 
0.1 second ahead of the latter. Indian 
uiiarter-milcrs met their matdi in the 
4X400 metres relay, in a very much 
stronger combination from China, 
pavitar Singh. Sant Kumar and Man*. 


jit Singh kept struggling between 
second and third position until last 
man. Thamiz Harsam took the baton 
with India third, far behind Jeaders 
China. The Indian airman, d^pite 
a .stomach ailment which has been 
troubling him for some time, ran a 
blinder, according to coach Amrit 
Pal, in sub 47 secs to move India to 
first place—giving the team its tough¬ 
est victory of the meet. Yet another 
competitor, hurdler Satbir Singh 
found the going fairly tough after 
his relatively easy victories on Indian 
soil this season. And won the 110 m 
hurdler at the last from Pakistan’s 
Bashir Ahmed clocking a nippy 14.3 
secs. The 10,000 metres saw the 
very consistent b^er Singh get the 
better of fellow-countryman end 
Montreal Olympian, Hari Chand In 
31 mts. 06,.6 secs.' 

The warm and humid oonditions 
at Karachi made it somewhat diffi¬ 
cult for distance men to run their 
best. Considering this, the perform¬ 
ance of Pakistan's Mohammed Raffi) 
in the marathon was remarkable 
enough. He - 

, 2 hif. ,^, iniiP.. 






II was easy for Raghubir Singh Bal 

vault, China's Rouft Ann was head 
and shoulders above the rest of the 
field with a best effort of 4.70 me¬ 
tres. which made Indian pole vault¬ 
ing standards look rather pathetic. 
The shot put saw India’s second 
stringer Vijay Bahadur, sitting-in for 
Olympian Bahadur Singh, fared cre¬ 
ditably with a 16.45 metre win, 
while Raghubir Singh Bal did well 
enough to win the hammer in 61.24 
metres and young Sant Kumar at¬ 
tained a double in the 800 and 1,500 
metres. 

The women’s events saw Kerala's 
much-discussed promising junior, 
P. T. Usha win the 100 metres in 
12.5 secs., while Gita Zutshi ran as 
she liked to clock 2 mts. \2.2 secs., 
in her 800 metres victory. Yet an¬ 
other creditable mark was achieved 
by the Indian women’s 4X100 metres 
quartet who won their final in 49.7 
secs. And one can go on listing the 
other wins as well as second and 
third place performances, to suggest 
that the trip to Karachi was a good 
investment, to put in crude term, 
the moral of the story is that while 
the standard of performance, in 
overall terms, was nowhere near 
Olympic level marks it was an en¬ 
couraging start to the Olympic sea 
son and one from which the athletes, 
especially the younger ones, leamt a 
great deal. 

Much has already been written 
and contradicted — and then re- 
discussed—about the travel arrange¬ 
ments of the Indian team to the 
Pak medt. Suffice It to say that even 
if there was bungling, the trip was 
a worthwhile one, according to at 
least two representatives who return¬ 
ed to ^Ihi recently. In any case, 
the revival of Indo-Pak level athle¬ 
tics was overdue, and was the most 
welcome feature of ov oarticipatlon. 
.Ill-planned and haphazard travel ar¬ 
rangements are so mudi a part and 
parcel of the Indian sporting scene 
that one can hardly regard them of 
news value. In any case, athletic* 
has never been an exception to the 
fule ia thli ooBtext 


Guru 

Hanu- 

man's 

triumph 

T here is one place away 

from home where Indian 
wrestlers could not but. feel more 
at home. It is in Pakistan. The lan¬ 
guage is the same, the style the 
same. *’Woh bhi akhara main 
feushti kame wale hain." (They 
also wrestle in akharas). The aix- 
man Indian wrestling team came 
home hapi^ from the Pakistan 
National Games, with three gold 
medals and two bronzes in the bag. 
There would have been a s :;th me¬ 
dal also—making It one medal for 
one wrest ei—had Ishwar Lai (48 
kg.) not fallen ill w.th'flu. 

The general feel'ng among the 
wrest ers was they would have 
come back with more medals had 
India entered a full complement of 
ten wrestlers. The Pakistanis, who 
headed the medals tab.e, entered 
three wrestlers in each weight cate¬ 
gory, according to our boys, who 
would resent it if th^ir perform¬ 
ance is underrated or dismissed 
lightly. The standard "may not 
have been global, but it certainly 
was international, ’ as 52 kg. wld 
medallist Ashok Kumar said. The. 
Turkish and Iranian “pchluians 
surely are known for their high 
standards. Ashok said. 

Asnok won all his three fights by 
falls, Jagminder scored three falls 
and three points victories, and 
Kartar Singh (90 kg.) three falla. 
Rajinder Singh (57 kg. bronze me¬ 
dallist) scored one fall, one points 
win and lost the third light. Jag- 
dish, the 74 kg, bronze medallist, 
who also was unlucky to be indis¬ 
posed,-had a similar record. 

Accord'ng to Guru Hanuman. to 
whose “akhara" the entire six-man 
team belongs, the boys were not 
properly equipped for the long and 
arduoijs train Journey. 

The wrestlers were touched at 
the farewell they were g.ven at 
the Wagah border. Among those 
present theru was thd le^ndary 
Bholu. Something indeed for our 
boys to remember. 

At Amritsar, all of them took the 
train to Delhi to place their medals 
at their Guru’s feet. Kartar join¬ 
ed the Guru later. He had been 
persuaded to stay back at his 
village near Amritsar, where they 
were eager to honour their own 
lad. 
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earlier success, his views 
on the All-England win. 
the international opposi¬ 
tion. basic difference be¬ 
tween styles of play, 
importance of mental pre¬ 
paration. how he trains, 
and effect of seeing Rudy 


in the preceding issue. 

AJAY KUMAR, in the 
concluding part of his 
interview-based profile, 
has put in a few more 
questions to the world 
badminton champion. 



E«rhr days In badminton: Initially 
I used to play the {{ames — cridcet 
in the cricket season, then table ten¬ 
nis and basketball. Only after I won 
the Junior Nationals in 1970 did I 
start concentrating on badminton. 
Till 1975,1 used to play at the Canara 
Union hall, where I first started play- 
iiiR badminton. This is actually a 
marriage hall. So in the marriage sear 
son it used to be rented out for 
months together. Then there would 
he no place for us to play badmin¬ 
ton so we would go back to other 
games. Also. I wasr not a member of 
any other club. 

In 1975, I switched over to the 
Malleswaram Association. The court 
here was no different but at kast it 
was available all the time. 


Early disadvantages: Till last .year, 
when I was given exclusive use of the 
courts at the Youth Centre, I did not 
have a good badminton hall to plav 
in. International standards require 
the height of a badminton hall tone 
25 f,?et. but most halls abroad are 
60-70 feet like the Netaji Stadium 
Calcutta. Till last year I was plav- 
...g in halls where the height was 20 
feet where the surface was made of 
cement and was slippery and the 
lighting was poor. 

However, where 1 was really de¬ 
prived was in the lack of internation¬ 
al exposure at the right stage. In 
Indonesia, if they feel a pla.ver has 
talent, they will send him abroad 
when he is nut even IB and not just 
once I first went out in 1972 the .year 
I won the Nationals, but till 1977 I 
was playing an average of two to 
throe tournaments in a year. This 
was hardly adequate to reach the 
top. I used to mostly play with 
Indian players so I would get used to 
playing our way, more strokes and 
less power, and the style and ap¬ 
proach of Indian players and foreign 
players is totally different. So I 
would find it ver.v difficult when sud¬ 
denly I had to play them. 


The first All-England I played was 
in ’73. After that for three years I 
wasn’t sent and those were the cru¬ 
cial years for me. In 77 also, I was 
very lucky to make it. That year we 
bad won the Australian Zone mat¬ 
ches in the Thomas Cup and 
we had to play the American Zone 
winners in May. So the BAI repre¬ 
sented to the Government that we 
must be sent to the All-England to 
get practice for the Thomas Cup tie. 
That is how I went and then I reach¬ 
ed. the qaa^ter-finals. 


Then again, in 1978, the Govern¬ 
ment refused to pay the • passage. 
There was a whole lot of confusion. 
Syed Mody and I were selected. I 
had Just come bade from the ^a^ 
ing in Indonesia. That was in Octi^ 
ber-November. 1977. We then phuind 
the Nationals in December. Ai^ uie 
All-England was In Mardi. I Jtt>t 
managed to find a sponsor IQ.d^l 
befenre the tournament 







^ ! ponsor my trip and they ajtrfeed 
One cannot be absolutely sure bu 
there is every chance that if 1 had go. 
more international experience in those 
crudal years, perhaps. T would have 
won the AlbEngland ti'tle much 
earlier. 

By not sending me out at the right 
moment 1 was deprived. I could have 
reached my present peak much 
earlier. 

People who have been taaportant to 

his career: First of all it was m.v 
father. He taught me the funda¬ 
mentals of the game, like the correct 
grip and the footwork. Later on I 
started watching m.v seniors and 
learning from that. But there has 
neyer been one coach who has guid¬ 
ed me because we have never had a. 
coach in Bangalore. Even now wei 
don’t. The other person who helped 
me a lot in the initial stages was Mr 
K. A. Netakalappa, then the Presi¬ 
dent of the Mysore Badminton 
Association. He was mainly instru¬ 
mental in me being able to take part 
in the first Nationals of my life. 'That 
was in 1967 in Madras when I was 
12 . 

My elder brother Pradeep and I 
were the State No. 2 or 3. At that 
time only one junior was elibible for 
free board and lodging. So we 
were asked to foot our own bill. Mr 
Netakalappa cante to our rescue and 
paid our expenses. And later on also 
whenever we were in difficulty or 
whenever the State Association was 
asked to contribute towards our ex¬ 
penses and it couldn’t because it 
lacked funds, he would help out. 

Later on my bank, the Union Bank 
of India has been very helpful to 
me. They have been very cooperative 
with leave, sponsorship time off for 
practice and money to buy shuttles. 
Most of all I am grateful to my coll¬ 
eagues and immediate superiors. 
They have never resented my taking 
so much leave or going away from 
the office for practice. If they make 
comments on that then you can be 
mentally upset and then you can’t 
concentrate fulhf. On- the contrary, 
they have always encouraged me. 
Then they sponsored my trip to 
Indonesia which was the turning 
point in my career. And since the 
past three or four years the State 
Government has helped a lot. 

Oipu Ghosh and T. $. Puri, the 
NSNIS coach, have also helped. Mr 
Puri was a great source of strength 
for me in the European circuit this 
year. But mainly I have been on my 
own. My hardwork and the experi¬ 
ence gained from watdiing others 
have been the moat important. Even 
now we — Pfiri, Dlpuda and I—meet 
only when we have a camp, say once; 
or twios in a year. At other times I 
am on my own. 


/ Sew the fav&y hM hHped t.Every 
^little rnembe/ of my family hw 

1 jne. Never dli tbe 
iiy'.tliat I.ahonid out 



Prakash with his first major trophy 

my studies ahead of my badminton. 
And every time when I go out they 
keep waiting for news about me. 
Usually my younger brothers, Mah- 
esh and Harish, keep awake till the 
BBC sports round up at 4.15 a.m. to 
get news about me. 

Ob fhe importance of penlstance in 
training: To attain a basic level of 
fitness in training one has to go 
through a physical htnes.s schedule 
for at least a year. Most of our play¬ 
ers train for just two or three months 
before a competition and then thev 
feel it has, had no effect on them so 
they give up. Also, in the first one or 
two months their game goes down. 
But this is bound to happen as the 
body becomes stiffer. This also hap¬ 
pened with me. But they will have 
to give up this attitude. I tell them 
you think in the long run and 1 as¬ 
sure you there will be no bad effect. 
My heavy schedule has helped me a 
lot. If you are physically fit you can 
be confident that you won’t lose to 
State-level player because of physical 
fitness and as I said eight to 10 
months is the bare minimum needed 
to reach this level. To play at the 
international level, you have to con¬ 
tinue it. It’s a long-term process. 
There is no short cut. 

On playen: We Indian players 
always discuss our games. I am will¬ 
ing to help whoever wants it. No, I 
don’t have the attitude if you want 
my help. You come to me. 1 go to 
them for example, this time in the 
camp. I was telling the boys how 
the attitude of the foreign players 
iias changed. When I first started 
going out, they used to make fun 
of us because we were so slow and 
we lacked the proper equipment and 
clothing. They felt we were the poor 
couaiaa ia the game. But as and 

T etalptAH urinnimr thAir aH-ifn<<A 


I— winner of the State Championships 

tiiangcd. Now they como .iiiU talk to. 
me. 

1 told my team-mates toat one 
should never gc.t an inferiority com¬ 
plex. Say there is somebody who has 
gooii smash. Most players make the 
mistake of thinking that a smash is 
the only thing in badminton. So O.K., 
that might be his strongpoint but you 
are also a player and you have your 
strongpoints too. It may not be the 
smash but you have definitely some¬ 
thing that's better than what he has 
got. So don’t feel inferior either on 
the court or off it. 

The whole trend of the game Is 
changing. 1 gave them the example 
of Svend Pri, a player who gives'no 
quarter. And 1 told them that I am 
changing and thev too Ishould change 
also. If a player tries to cheat, you^ 
also cheat, or at least don’t be sport-' 
ing. If thev rc.spect you, you respect 
them. If they play hard, you play 
hard. And 1 am glid they are pick¬ 
ing it up. 

On the killer instinct: For the past 
few years I have Ix'cn trying out 
what does this killer instinct mean. 
Does it mean anything If it does, 
how docs one gauge who has got it 
and who hasn’t? If one goes strictly 
by the scores and the results and 
says that a player, who is leading at 
match point, goes on to lose the 
match, does not have the killer in¬ 
stinct or a person who is trailing, 
rallies to win has got that killer in¬ 
stinct. then. 1 think .1 am slowly 
acquiring the killer instinct. In the 
past, 1 have lost many matches after 
having commanding leads. But, of 
late, especially in this last trip, 1 
have twice recovered from a bad 
position. I was trailing 3-12 against 
Delfs in the first game of tbe semi- 







all and then won 1512. And against 
Hartono in the Swedish Open I had 
lost the first game and was trailing 
&-12 in the second. Just imagine an 
experienced player like Rudy. But I 
made it 12-aU and then won the 
match. 


A sh^lii : ^ 
the arm 


The main reason I would attribute- 
for this change in me is more ex¬ 
perience. If at all I lacked the killer 
instinct in the beginning it was be¬ 
cause 1 didn’t have enough cxperi- 
enos. Suppose you don’t have victor¬ 
ies against good players and you are 
leading at match point for the first 
time. Then you suddenly start think¬ 
ing what could be the reaction if you 
Kt that point, will people at'home 
be happy, etc And then you lose. It 
happened so mahy times to me. I 
coufd never beat a good player. I 
lost to Delfs three times before I fin¬ 
ally beat him. But each time the 
score was getting closer. The first 
time it went to three games. Then the 
next time I lost 13-15 in the decider. 
Third time it was 18-17 after I had 
the match point. Finally, I beat him 
in the Evening of Champions in 
straight games, 


Concentration is also a vital thing. 
One should be able to concentrate in 
full. What I am trying to do now is 
that when I reach 12 or 13. I try to 
imagine I am on two or three. If 
you are thinking you are almost 
home, you start thinking of victory 
and then you tend to slacken. I 
don’t know if I have fully acquired 
the killer instinct but 1 am definitely 
better oflf than before. 


On Pif the fighter: Pri is a very 
short tempered fellow but I haven’t 
seen a fighter like him. Once he de¬ 
cides he will fight, he won’t give up 
till the end even if he is down 1-14. 
That is one quality I admire in him. 
I haven’t seen that quality in anybody 
else, not even in Rudy, or King. And 
he is now 33. He knows he is slow, 
that he will lose but he will never 
give up. 

In the European Circuit this year, 
he played a very tough match against 
Carlsson of Sweden in the first round 
of the Danish Open. It was one game 
all and Carlsson was leading at 12- 
something but then Pri fought back. 
-There were several side overs and 
then Pri won 15-12. Then, on the 
same day, he had to play against 
Arbi of Indonesia, their No. 4. After 
one-and-a-half hours Arbi won the 
first game quite easily and was 
leading 12-6 in the second game. Just 
imagine Pri was playing his second 
match. Arbi had also played a tough 
first round match but then he is about 
half Pri’s age. He must be 18 or 19 
and Indonesians are deflnitelv much 
more fitter. But Pri never gave up. 
He fought back and won 1^13. So 
Pri won. if anybody el^e had been 
in Pri’s place he would have given 
UP. And a<! soon Arbi went off with 
cramps, Pri went over to where hr*- 
was sitting and told him; “Kit her 


FAZIL AHMZO, 
prBSld^nt -Mnd chalrmBn A/ 
the selection eommittoo. 
Bedminton Assodfs^Aih’ of 


Indie , • 

P AKASH PADUKOhiE'fi 

shall always be wdttea m 
letters of gold in the history of 
Indian spurts. His is an examfM 
devotion, dctiirminatioii 
piine...which should (ie 
Ugnt to other siK>rtsmiss..ilt!ittMs. 
Badminton has now g clsitii td .M 
regarded as a nationsi Bsmifilf 
India. Dipu Chosh, the 
coachy and NSNlS oost^ T. #;•$-* 
Puri can rightly share^tho plegMre 
of shaping India's destiny. Tim 
NSNTS, Patiala, has also made, a 
vital contributioD to Hk dtvalop* 
meat of abutUe badminton. 


India now faces an addodjkS* 
ponsibility and a challchge. Ill a 
large country like ours it w difficult 
to collect players and prov%, stiff 
oppositum to strung teams. 
tion in case of studsnbplayeffi: and 
leavf for working people arS 00' 
zards. Now the tbnc has (jUine 
when we can pick upy soffio 
20 men and 20 women and atatton 
them at a particular place With 
educational and empioynienv.'f’aoi’ 
lities so that a iong*Pbtim 
gramme of coaching, tMinffii 
build-up can be carried w ' 
will become unbeatablo 
shuttle bird’ will .mep 
permanent supremac;y< 


He .started complaining to the um¬ 
pire. “What is this? There is no 
time. You can’t take time’’. Then he 
started making gestures to the crowd, 
pointing to where the Indonesian 
wa.s sitting with doctors attending 
on him and telling them: “Look at 
this, he is sitting and I am ready to 
play.” Then he started as if he was 
going to serve. Then be straightaway 
went where Arbi was sitting and 
shook hands with him. So the um¬ 
pire had no alternative but to give 
the mutch to Pri 

This is one quality of Pri which 1 
would like to cmmulate. I also don’t 
give up easily but 1 have to admit I 
don’t have those fighting qualities 
that Pri has. If Pri goes up to 120 
on a scale. I would be near 80 
others too like King^ would be 
around the same, may be Rudy 
would go up to 90-95 even 100 but 
that 20 per cent gap would be there 
between Pri and anybody else. 

On playing (oamamenta in Ihfifai: 

I have become much stricter about 
accepting invitations. 1 have decided 
once and for all that I will out gecept 
if. if inlerfi>rn« with ,mv 


planning, even if it is organised by 
close friends or relativea. If 1 accept 
one invitation then I cannot say no 
to the others. Everybody will ray 
come for one day and that will go-* 
on for months. Previously I was > 
bit sentimental and I didn’t want to 
hurt others but I think I have had 
enough now. People should also rea¬ 
lise that if I keep on pleasing others 
Aiy ambitions will nevqr be achieved. 
And I won’t have time for mv train¬ 
ing which is the moot important 
thing. Then I might not be able to 
do well on the inteisiational scene. 

I plan to still cut down on the 
numoer of internal tournaments. I'll 
just play the bare minimum needed 
for national ranking. It’s not thot it 
has gone into my head. It is only 
that I am getting more invltatidns 
from abroad so naturally I have to 
cut down on internal tournaments if. 

I play all the tournaments than natu¬ 
rally it will become too much. 

Bacrifioef he turn msAe for ttffi 

game: There have been small 
sacrifices and big sacrifices 1 can¬ 
not go to any night film show 
apart from Saturday night. I have 
absolutely no free evenings as 1 
practice in the evenings and then 
if a relative is getting married or a 
friend is holding a party, 1. cannot 
accept the invitation. Then whenever 
you go abroad to play tournaments, 
you will naturally be concentrating 
bn all the matches so you can’t go 
out fur shopping, visiting relatives, 
movies, sightseeing. While all. others 
are out. I am restricted to my room. 
And no late nights until the tourna¬ 
ment is finished. But I don’t regret 
it because it has been worth if you 
can’t have everything. You can’t go 
for movies, for walks on the MG 
Road (Bangalore’s premier shopping 
area) and at the same time be the 
world champion. I think one has got 
to sacrifice if one has to reach the 
top. T am glad that after all the 
sacrifices I have achieved something. 

No. I’ve never needed coaxing to 
make these sacrifices, 1 did them on 
my own. I think I have the mental 
strength that once I deddg to do 
something. I do it. (Prakash was 
planning to go to Tinipati on the 
Sunday after we spoke and com¬ 
mence his practice on Monday. Since 
Bangalore to Tirupati is a 11-bour 
round trip by road and Prakash was 
planning to do it in a day, I asked 
him if he really would and he re¬ 
plied in that same quiet and sore 
tune : Yes, 1 would.) 

Lowest polik Ih career: I was 

really disappointed when I had to 
withdraw from the All-England last 
year because I was the Joint top- 
seed. the first time that an Indian 
had been so honoured. I badted out 
because of my heel injury but some 
of the people in Englam started 
saying 1 witlkrew because I didn’t 
want to Plaj 
record. 

Hie tfaiMa 



the Danish Open. Therp, a very cri* 
tical writorup came out, aocusin« In¬ 
dians of being mercenaries. What 
had happened was that on several 
previous fxx:asions we had sent en¬ 
tries and then we couldn’t go. This 
time also both 1 and Modi were 
entered and Modi couldn’t go at the 
last minute. So die artide said we 
send more entries to get more money 
from the organisers and then ditch 
.them.. When I read that I decided I 
would go out and play even though 
my heel injury was bothering me 
greatly and I had almost dedd«^ to 
back out. I did not like it that the 
Press there was adopting double 
standards: Anything that the Indians 
did was suspect .but everything was 
all right for the Europeans. I lost to 
Pri easily. That’s one match I would 
like to forget. 

Then, last year, after I beat Pri in 
the Masters Open, Pri was asked 
why he lost? He said: “Ohi I am not 
us^ to the strong drafts like we had 
at Albert Hall while Prakasb plays 
in the jungles of India and he is used 
to playiiig in all sorts of conditions.” 
1 didn’t like that all so I wae quite 
merdless wdieo I played him this 
year. 


I 





Hia faltli In patanMiy: There la 

one palmi^ in Bangalore Maruti Rao 
loshi. who had inedicted all that 
have happened to me in the last two 
years He was absolutely correct so 
I started believing in him. Then once 
when Syed Modi was here I asked 
him if he would like to go and see 
this palmist. Modi said no. When I 
asked him why not, he is so good. 
Modi said whatever was going to 
happen would happen but he wouldn’t 
like to know before-hand. And since 
this palmist tells you the bad as well 
as good. I could understand that Modi 
had^a point* ,Sinoe then, I too have 
decided I wo«t see him. And, in fact, 
I even made sure that Ujjala doesn’t 
*gct to see him. Once he had come 
home. 1 was out and Ujjala was slee¬ 
ping. So when I rang up and was 
told that the palmist is here and 
everyone is getting their hands seen 
(thi.s is the time' my eider tn^itber. 
Pi adeep, got married last year) I told 
them they shouldn’t wake up Ujjala. 

On Ujjala: Her grandmother and 
my grandmother were sisters so we' 
have known 'each other since we were 
kids. Ill fact, her mother used to 
jokingly say then also that she would 
get Ujjala married off to me. But 1 
actually came to know her when I 



Svendk Pri —a short temperred fellow 


started going to Bombay to play in 
the tournaments when j would stay 
at their place. What I like best about 
her is that she is very understanding. 
We decided to get married some years 
ago but we dedded to keep R « se¬ 
cret—the family of course knew, and 
approved—because I wanted to con¬ 
centrate on my game and Ujjala 
wanted to concentrate on her studies. 

No, We haven’t yet decided when 
exactly we will get married. Very 
likely before the end of next year. I 
doubt if we will wait till the Asian 
Games. I still expect to play bad¬ 
minton after I get married but of 
course I realise I will not be aUe to 
concentrate as much on It as now. I 
expect to have no problems with 
Ujjala though our tastes are so diffe¬ 
rent: She likes varied cuisine, I like 
south Endian food. She likes rock 
music. I like Hindi film songs. In 
fact, we joke that if there is any¬ 
thing she likes’I am sure not to like 
it and vice versa. 

What he deeo^ like abMH htab 

self: I wish I could become a little 
more organised about things like 
going to office on time, catching, 
flights and train* I’ll keep putting' 
ofl getting ready till the last minute 
and then do everything in a rush. 
Other than that I don’t wish to 
change. I know a lot of people think 
1 am too soft, that people take advan¬ 
tage of me. But I don’t wish to 
change that. 

Abont the Itttnre: I- haven’t really 
plaimed out my future Imt I should 
be able to play for another three or 
four seasons competitively. Then it 
depends on how the game developa 
—if they have a larger circuit or not. 

(Condtaded) 
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m his manager, Arthur Mercante, thf 

/\n0U10r referee, and the official doctor 

. _ bending anxiously over him. Even 

SUOflr R&V Leonard was worried. “It was the 

V Fa first time I have ever been frighten 

ArmfnAr I Ad And <■ punch I had thrown,” 

anuiner louvnu confessed the champion. “I had a 

strange feeling. 1 Just didn’t know 
LANDOVEE (Maryland): A he lay there so still." 

bright new star has risen high in „ . . . ^ ^ 

the heavens above the boxing world. But. as Green slowly returned to 
lightening the oaikness that descend- life, there came the realisation thi 
on the ancient and noble art after the brash young American teenag 
Muhammad AU at last had departed, who had won a gold medal at the 
All's place has been taken by Montreal Olympics, had now. at th 

•Sugar’ Ray Leonard (one «tni tender age of 25. stepped up 

remembers the other game fighter alongside the true giants of the nr 
‘Sugar’ Ray Robinson), whose 

despatch of Dave Green in their Mickey Duff, one of the world’s 

world welterweight title bout at the shrewdest professional judges of 
Capital Centre, Landover. was boxing talent, was so impressed th 

executed with such ruthless brilliance be promptly pronounced Leonard 
that all who saw it knew they had one of the greatest welterweights o 
witnessed a moment of boxing history, all time. “Eventually he will make 

Oavfd Green fatb to the canvca after beinp hit in the fourth round bu 
WBC welterweight chamvion Swar Rai 


One's first reaction was abodted 
horror, as the brave British 
challenger lay spread-eagled, 
unconsaous, on the canvas Ute in 
the fourth round, with Andy Smith, 
his manager, Arthur Mercante, the 
referee, and the official doctor 
bending anxiously over him. Even 
Leonard was worried. “It was the 
first time I have ever been frightened 
by a punch I had thrown,” 
confessed the champion. “I had a 
strange feeling. 1 just didn’t know— 
he lay there so still.” 

But, as Green slowly returned to 
life, there came the realisation that 
the brash young American teenager, 
who had won a gold medal at the 
Montreal Olympics, had now. at the 
still tender age of 25, stepped up 
alongside the true giants of the ring. 

Mickey Duff, one of the world’s 
shrewdest professional judges of 
boxing talent, was so impressed that 
be promptly pronounced Leonard 
one of the greatest welterweights of 
all time. “Eventually he will make 
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.people forget that ‘Sugar’ Ray 
Robinson ever existed,’’ said the 
London matdimaker. 

Green, unfortunately did not even 
begin to offei Leonard any sort of 
problem. As Mr Smith readily agreed. 
.“Davy isn’t in his league.” 

The champion claimed that he 
“psyched” Green into defeat even ' 
before the first bell, by going 
through the staring routine first 
employed by Sonav Liston against 
Floyo Putterson, nearly 20 years ago. 

I doubt if this pseudo’psychological 
nonsense had that much effect on 
the down to earth, one-time carrot 
picker from Cambridgeshire. What 
really threw Green completely out 
of his stride was his inability to lav 
a glove on the swift-moving Leonard. 

“I think it worried him when be 
discovered his best punches were 
not hitting me,” said Leonard, who 
talks as freely as Ali and often with 
greater sense. “You defeat aggression 
by surrounding it—by coming at it 
from all directions. 

“Speed dominates experience. 
Speed dominates power. Speed 
dominates everything. Speed will 
always do the job.” It certainly did 
the Job for Leonard against Green. 
Indeed, by the middle of the third 
round, the champion was able to 
move onto the offensive, shaking his 
challenger with short punches of 
phenomenal speed. Then, midway, 
through the fourth, Leonard let go a 
right uppercut to the jaw — and 
the end was beginning. 

As the challenger at last backed 
off, the champion stepped in. 
clipped him to the Jaw with a left, 
pulled him up straight with a right 
uppercut to the chin, then felled 
him with a left hook to the temple 
that travelled scarcely six inches. 
"That was the hardest single punch 
I have ever thrown,” declared 
Leonard. "1 knew it bid finished 
him.” So did Mr Smith. As the 
referee took up the count. Green’s 
manager leapt through the ropes, 
hellbent on removing the gumshield 
from his stricken boxer’s mouth. 

The referee waved the manager 
away, tSen, with the count of six, 
gave up his pointless exercise. Like 
the rest of us, he knew Green would 
not have got up unassisted if the 
count had gone on to-500. 
Nevertheless, Leonard’s victory goes 
down quite rightly, as a knock-out. 
“Green- would bs wise to call it a day 
even though he is only 26. Three 
defeats in 36 contests is an. 
honourable record, especially as two 
of those failures were against a very 
good world champion and a great 
one. But, he has now bebn knocked 
stone cold, three times in less than 
two years, and has taken a fair share 
of punishment even in some of 
the fights he worn 

Moreover, ha ladii the 

power 









z^fddleweiAtL wtere he wfll box In 
future, if he (feddee to atay on. ‘^It is 
too early to decide what to do yet," 
said Green, before Joining 
his parents for three days holiday 
in nearby Washington. 

Hie decision, when it is made, 
will be his. "He will undergo a 
thorough medical examination, 
including a brain scan, and vdll 
consult Dr Adrian Whiteson, the 
British Board doctor," explained 
Mr Smith. "Then, with all these 
statistics in front of him and acting 
on the. advice of the doctor and 
myself, he will make up his mind." 
Remember, Henry Ckioper was 
advised to give up, 10 years before 
he eventually did so. If he had taken 
that advice, he would have retired 
into obscurity. 

all the fighters I have had, 

Dave Green is the most dedicated, 
the most hardworking. He cannot 
turn that sort of thing ofi at a 
moment's notice." Nevertheless. I 
hope Green will collect the cheque 
for £120,000, earned the hard way 
against Leonard, then retire from 
a sport to which he has brought 
much excitement over the past 
five years. 

DONALD SAUNDERS 


1 -m to boost 
Australian tennis 


NEW DELHI : Between 1959 and 
1967 Australia won the Davis Cup 15 
times. In the last decade she has 
won only twlos. Her tnumphs at 
Wimbledon, which were once 
common, are now few and far 
between. The Lawn Tennis 
Association of Australia was asked: 
Whatever happened to Australian 
tennis ? And the LTAA promptly 
answered with a (Australian) 

! il,000,000 programme for coaching 
unior players over the next five 
years. It hopes the programme will 
.eventually put Australia bade to its 
former position. 


Before going further one must 
know the many reasons for the 
nation’s decline as a tennis power. 
The country suffered from the 
introduction of open tennis in 1968. 
Money was not available to promote 
open tournaments and several top 
players moved to the United States 
where sponsorship was readily 
available. Even the great Harry 
Hopman, Australia’s top coach, 
settled in the USA. In the past, the 
LTAA itself has been hampered by 
lack of funds to sustain major 
pro.iects such as the new junior 
coaching* plan. But according to the 
LTTA president, Mr Brian Tobin, 
“the . bad day$ are over and the re¬ 
birth of Austnlian tennis is about 
to take placed He said: “We believe 
the coaching programme will give 
young players the opportunity to 
develop their potential at State level 
rUdit througlt to national and 
(f^^ationA level." 


basic idea is to select the best 
eight young players from each 
State, put them ino inter¬ 
state competition and then select 
the top eight (four boys and four 
girls) for special training and travel 
to overseas tournaments. The same 
process will operate for each age 
group between 12 and 18. The 
gnat advantage is that unlike the 
present situation, where competition 
exists only at under-16 and under-l9 
levels, there will be tournament 
play for young players each year. 
Even Australians Davis Cup captain 
Neale Fraser was of the opinion 
that “tournament play is the most 
important factor in the development 
of junior tennis". 

The new coaching plan is designed 
specially to attract sponsors for each 
age level The Australian subsidiary 
of an American company has already 
agreed to sponsor the under-12 
division for the next five years and 
the LTAA is now negotiating 
sponsors for the other age groups. 
Also, a national coach will be 
appointed and State coaches will be 
made available as required. The 
programme also proiddes for 
national fitness training scheme and 
the raising of coaching and training 
standards and methods. Each age 
group will follow a pattern designed 
to improve skill, fitness, 
competitiveness, experience and 
commitment as juniors progress 
through each stage to either the 
Davis Cup (men) or Federation Cup 
(women). 


Anil Dey shines 

CALCUTTA: While West Bengal 
Badminton Association hag even 
failed to hold the State Champion¬ 
ships in 1979-80, Aninachal Sangha, 
one of their affiliated units and an 
exclusive badminton club in a south¬ 
ern suburb of Calcutta, conducted 
an All-India Open Invitation 
Tournament from April 3 to April 8 
at the Jadavpur University Indoor 
Stadium. This wa» the third year 
the Sangha organised the meet, in 
which almost all the leading men’s 
badminton stars of the cxiuntry,^ 
except 'world champion’ Prakash 
Padukone, participated. The women’s 
section, however, was less compe¬ 
titive, with Madbumlta Goswaml of 
the Railways. Anita Ganguli of Tamil 
Nadu and Sridharan sisters from 
Kerala. Sudha and Sindhu, being the 
only all-India players. 

As expected, Syed Modi of the 
Railways and Madbumlta (Soswami 
won the men’s and women’s singles, 
respertively, beating Partho Ganguli 
of Tamil Nadu and Sindhu Rao in 
straight sets. None of the finals, 
however, readied the expected 
heights. It was not a day for Partho 
Ganguli. a tenadous fighter, as he 
conceded too many negative points 
to lose 8-lS. 7-15. 

Sindhu Rao, who bad won her 
semi-final matdi against Anita 
Ganguli rather impreaivelv after 



Anil Dey (left) with Partho Gan0Ui ^ j 
aftet their semi-final match 


ln.«ina the first game at 0-15. foun 
a far more fit and energetic opponeit 
in Madhumita Goswami. She match¬ 
ed the Railway player quite well 
in the first game, but looked out of 
breath in the second to lose the tie 
7-11, 3-11. 


The men’s doubles final, howevei 
produced a mild upset when Leroy 
D'Sa and Sanjay Sharma got the 
better of the regular Tdmil Nadu 
pair, Partho Ganguli and P. C . 
Chengappa, again in straight sets. 
The Tamil Nadu pair, on paper, wer 
definitely favourites and they even 
took an early 8-2 lead. Bu\ D’Sa ant 
Sharma then made a great flghtbaci 
and won the match 16-10, lS-8 
However, their task was made easy 
by Indifferent performance from 
Ganguli and (mengappa. 


But, undoubtedly, the hero of th< 
tournament was young West Bengal 
player Anil Dey who was included 
in the Asian Games probables lists 
mainly on the basis of his perfoi 
manccs in this tourney. He first 
shocked Chengappa 1&-10, 15-2, Hten 
got the better of last year’s diampioi 
Vikra,i7 Singh of Universities, 15-12. 
15-S; and in the semi-finals he 
went down to Partho Ganguli 
10-15, 13-15 after giving a gallant 
fight. The tournament organisers 
duly rewarded him by.giving him 
a Rs 100 special prize.' Dnadentallv 
this was tbe first time Arunacbal 
Sangha bitroduoed cash prizes for 
the winners of the various events. 


AlOK DASGUPTA 
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SOCCER SCANDAL: Italy’s most highly paid soccer star Paolo Rossi of Perugia team (left) and his team- 
mate> Casarsa leave after they tvere questioned by judges investigating a nationwide case of bribes in the most 


sensational spacer scandal. 






















, WINNERS: Nelson Picuet, 
Brazil (right), winner of the 
Toyota Long Beach, Califor- 
liia, Grand Prlx waves on 
his victory lap with third 


place wtnner ameraon ruiu 
paldi (centre) Brazil, and 
Hillardo Patreae (leh) 
Italy. 

UPSET: Young Tracy Aus¬ 
tin prepares a backhand re¬ 
turn during her champion¬ 
ship match with Mcutina 
Nam’atilova in Avon wo¬ 
men's tennis at New York's 
Madison Square Garden, 
Tracy beat Navratilova 
6-3, 3-8, 8-2 to take the 
$ 100,000 first prUte. In 
fh«lr next meeting, Traou 
again beat Navratilova 7-8, 
6^ to win $ 200,000 Tennis 
Tournament, thus it was the 
second time in two weeks 
that the IT-year-old has 
beaten the world's premier 
women's player, Tracy Aus¬ 
tin's defeat of front-ranked 
Czech Martina twice made 
her the number one ranked 
in the Women's Tennis As¬ 
sociation computer rankings. 





































Step out in style I 
Watch the heads turn! You'll be 
the focus of attention. 

Binny offers you an ever-growing 
range of versatile, durable fabrics 
that keep yoj in pace 
with fashion... Backed by 
over a century of fabric expertise. 
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'Crossword 


I Gridman 




6 Of the batsman In cricket, when 
he is not in the territory between 
the popping and the bowling 
creases (3, 2, 6) 

0 —gue ; a group of teams In com¬ 
petition with each other (3) 

10 Tonic for golfers 7 (4) 

The least numbers by which a 
batsman can Increase his tally of 
runs (4) 

He examines the physical state of 
the contestants In certain sports 

(3) 

14 Settled (3) 

15 —asta: a card-game (3) 

16 Fib about a golf term ? (3) 

17 One of a pair of matches between 
the same opponents (3) 

20 German spa (3) 

21 Wasim —, cricketer for Pakistan 

(4) 

23 Muslim holy man (4) 

24 Medium In which to swim (3) 

26 The act of playing or amusing 
oneself (11) 

iDOvm 

1 In hockey or football, a popular 
name for the custodian (6) 

2 If the shots — the target, they 
land on either side of It rather 
than on It (8) 

3 They supervise athletic contests 

( 9 ) 

4 Men or boys whose work Is tend¬ 
ing horses (6) 

6 In boxing, to draw blood from a 
wound on the head or body (3) 

6 The capital of the Democratic 
Republic of Yemen (4) 

7 In cricket, orders a player to do a 
spell of bowling (4, 2) 

13 A drawn contest, not necessarily 
In chess (9) 

15 Collection of birds, fighters, 
clerics, royalty and unimportant 
persons? (S-3) 

16 Rope used for tethering grazing 
horses, etc. (6) 

18 Pretend to lash a bowsprit In 
place? (6) 

19 S)}Orts organisations sometimes 


get these from the Government to 
conduct games, etc. (6) 

22 A Japanese system of unarmed 
combat (4) 

25 —embler: a mechanic who puts 
together the necessary parts of a 
bicycle to make it rideable (3) 


Q: What is the world record for 
scoring zero In both innings 7 
A: Chandrasekhar's four occa¬ 
sions of being out without score in 
both (nnings of a Test, is the world 
record for obtaining a ‘pair* in most 
Tests. 


(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


lAnswf'is bv Sudhif Vaidv't 

Ian Newton, Bombay. 

Q. How many Tests has Wadekar 
played and how many Test has he 
captained 7 

A: Ajit Wadekar has played 37 
Tests for India out of which he has 
captained 16 Tests. 

Prabai Guha, Assam. 

Q: What was Gavaskar's score in 
the 1971 English tour 7 

A: Sunil Gavaskar made 144 runs 
In three Tests at an average of 24.00 
and on the entire tour he scored 1,14i 
runs In 15 matches at an average of 
43.88. 

Q : Who holds the record for most 
number of catches in a series 7 

A: J. N. Gregory of Australia holds 
the record of taking the maximum num¬ 
ber of (15) catches in a series against 
England In Australia in 1920-21. 

AJay Kumar Fanta, Howrah. 

Q: What Is Bradman's date of birtri 
and how many triple centuries has he 
made 7 

A: Sir Donald Bradman was born 
on August 27, 1908 and he has made 
two triple centuries, 332 (v. England 
at Leeds In 1930) and 304 (v. England 
at Leeds in 1934). 

Rajendra Varma, Jama:pur. 

Q: How many batsmen have scor¬ 
ed a zero in both innings for India 7 

A: Roger Binny’s 'pair' obtained 
at Bombay against Pakistan was the 
21st 'pair' made by 17 batsmen from 
India. 

Q: Which Indian batsman has 
scored most zeroes ? 

A: Chandrasekhar was out lor 0 
in 24 occasions which is a world 
record. 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 66 
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QUESTIONS 

1. How many Indian athletes hold 
Aslan Games records 7 Who are they7 

2. In a Test against Australia, the 
Indian wicket-keeper dismissed Keith 
Miller, Don Talion, Neil Harvey and 
S. J. E. Loxton, all of them caught 
behind the stumps. Who was the 
wicket-keeper and which particular 
Teat was It 7 

3. Old India ever have two hockey 
captains for one Olympiad 7 If so, who 
are they 7 

4. A former Governor-General of the 
Philippines was responsible for the 
Davis Cup. Now 7 

5. An Indian athlete fell In a heap 
alter running 80 metres of his favou¬ 
rite 1,500 m race In the Aslan Games, 
and India’s chance for a gold medal 
was lost. Who is he 7 

6. India sent only two athletes to the 
Mexico Olympics. Who are they 7 

7. A former Indian Test captain died 
while playing polo. Who was he ? 

8. When Gavaskar was included in the 
Indian cricket team for the first time, 
he was the youngest member. Who 
was the oldest 7 

9. Which famous former New Zealand 
marathon champion coached Peter 
Snell, the 1960 Olympic 800 metres 
winner 7 

10. Which tennis great of all time 
had won the world table tennis sing¬ 
les title first 7 

ANSWERS 
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[NB—In the April 9 issue, Lasse 
Viren was inadvertently 
mentioned as the Olympic 
record-holder in 5,000 m, 
while it was Brendan Foster 
of Great Britain'who set up 
the record (in the Montreal 
Carnes) clocking 13 m 20-3 
sec. The error is regretted. 
—RGJ 


41 





Bridge 


iBorif Schapiro 


These were the first two questions in the 
Christmas Competition in which competi¬ 
tors were asked to place possible answers 
in order of merit. A normal two-club sys¬ 
tem was assumed and all problems 
related to rubber bridge. 

(1) At love all the bidding goes 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

14 

pass 

2<5> 

pass 

24 

pass 

3 W 

pass 

34 

pass 

40 

pasv 


? 

South holds- 

^ 0 J 9 r 
none 
6 J 108 
4AKJ72 

In what order of merit would you place the 
tollowing calls: five-diamonds, 4-NT, 
(our-hearts, four-spades, no bid? 

Answer; four-spades, tour-hearts, 4-NT, 
five-diamonds, no bid, A nightmare prob¬ 
lem. Let us start with the impossible bids. 
A pass would be a complete betrayal of 
partnership trust for North has forced to 
game with his jump to two-hearts. For all 
you know he could have 12 certain tricks 
and be exploring for a grand slam. A 
laise to five-diamonds certainly looks 
unattractive, even if you accept partner’s 
lour-diamond call as showing a suit. 

In the modern style players tend not to 
force on two-suited hands, so it seems 
unlikely that his diamonds are genuine. 
There are two possible explanations for 
his bidding. Either he has a completely 
independent heart suit or. hearing that 
we have five-spades, is agreeing our 
second suit. In neither case does the 
South hand look exciting and he needs 
to make as depressing a bid as he can. 
Four no-trumps doesn't seem to fit into 
this category, whether partner takes it as 
natural or conventional. Finally four- 
hearts, even if intended as a cue bid with 
spades as trumps, might easily be taken 
tor preference. On balance I think that 
four-spades is the best-judged but. 

'?) At game all the bidding go«f> 

SOlirH WE.ST NORTH IA;,r 

4 


II'I' h'lld. 


wiiat ordei 




j III 

85 ■ 

K lU-i 
AJf 


of merit do you place the' 


following calls; three-spades, no bid, 
three-diamonds, four-diamonds, three- 
clubs? 

Answer: three-clubs, four-diamonds, 
three-diamonds, three-spades, no bid. 
I don't like the idea of passing. The hand 
IS an absolute maximum for the raise to 
two-diamonds and a forward-going move 
IS indicated. The raise to three-spades is 
dubious although partner will appreciate 
that I have not got four cards in the suit - 
I could have bid one-spade over East's 
one-heart - he will not necessarily have 
five. It is more likely that, with diamonds 
agreed, he is telling me where his high 
cards lie. Equally, I don’t fancy three- 
diamonds which seems altogether loo 
cautious. Four-diamonds is much nearer 
the mark as far as the values of my hand 
are concerned - indeed it is not a bad bid 
at all for it is most unlikely that we would 
want to end in 3-NT. 

However, three-clubs seems the best to 
me. We have agreed diamonds as trumps 
and I can say where my values lie and 
that I am interested In progress. I do not 
think that it can be right to argue that 
three-clubs shows length In the suit-if 
it was not worth showing at the two-level, 
why should it be worth showing now? 



ChrUtmaa Compatltlon Saiutlon. 
(2bS/2pNp3/r1np2pB/1q^P1npNp/ 
1pRPBb1r/p3kPP1/PP2P2>/1R1QK3- 
1, rwnov* 21 in«n; White mate* In 
four: 2, remove 2S men; Black mate* 
In four.) 

It is known that the Kings are present in 
both parts of the problem, and it is also 
clear that in the first part at least one of 
the other two vital men must be white 
and in the second part at least one must 
be black. All the possible permutations 
(apart from the correct ones, which give 
the mates in four) fall into on* of two 
categories according to whether the 
mating force Is too strong and can mate 
in less than four moves against the best 
defence (category A) or too weak to mate 
In four, if at all (category B), 

1. Since the black King is nearer the 
middle of the board, It Is certain that 
the ofhoi two men (apart from the 
Kings) will be white. Many permutations 
can easily be put into the appropriate 
categoiy. For example, the Queen and 
feithei Rook, mating In at most three 
moves, will be in A. The cases with the 
Queen and another man (except the 


Bishop at B6 - giving' chbck - ahd 
the Knight at Kt5 - mate in one) are in B. 
If White has less poweirful men than the 
Queen, they must be well placed, and 
the strongest case is with the Rook at 
B4 and the pawn at K2. Tests shrw this 
to be the correct disposition of force. 
White releases Black from stalemate by 
1 K - B1 (the key move) and drives his 
King into a mate on the edge of the board: 
1 . . . K - 07; 2 K - B2, K - 08; 3 K - K3, 
K- K8;4 R-Blmate. 

2. Here the white King is badly placed 
to avoid mate and therefore probably 
needs the support of another white man 
The Queen will give the most support, 
and it is obvious that apart from the 
Rook at R5 (mating in one) only the black 
Queen could possibly deal with it 
successfully. Checking continuations do 
not work, but 1 . . . Q Kt7 does. This is 
the key move, and the main line of the 
mate runs: 1 ... 0 - Kt7: 2 0 - Kt3ch, 
QxO: 3 K-B1, 0-KKt1, 4 K - Ki. 
0 - KtSmate. 


Compatitien 0410. Solution next week. 
Black 



White 


Black mates in seven. 

Solution to 0400 (Liu Won Ch*>Oonn*r, 
Bu*no* Air#*, 1070). (rt4nrkt/pp4b1/ 
tnpb1pt/tpN1pPt/4P20/a/PPPti(>2/ 
RtilKtNR - Whit* to play.) The Chinese 
mastor crowned his fierce attack with a forced 
mate: 16 0 - R7ch, K - B2; 16 0 x Pch, K x 0, 
17 B-R6ch, K-R2; 18 B-B7ch, B-R3; 1-7 
P - Kt6ch, K - Kt2; 20 B X Bch. Raelona. 
Problem No tOlt. Solution next week. 

L. Mllllne (First Prite, Grantham Journal, 1S27). 
(IKI RbBI /t pi Qtpt/4nt/t R1 btr^klqt /BNO/ 
IPPl/iln4 - 0 white mam • blaok.) 

Whit* to play and mats In two move*, 
•elution to No tOTt (Blako). flbnl/IOMrr/ 
1pSNppApph1at/IRBN/im/IMK - mate In 
two.) 1 R - B3 (threat 2 B - B3); (a) 1 ... P x R: 
2 B - B2; (b) 1 . . . Kt - K4| 2 R - K2: (c) 1 . . 

B - B3;20 - 0Kt7: (d) 1 ... R - KB3:2 Kt x KtP 
(e) 1 . . . Kt(K1)-B3; 2 Kt-06: (f) 1 . 
Kt(Kt5)-B9:20-Ke. 


SPORTING LAUGH 


by Fianapan 
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Fast-acting Giokeen-0 is an invigorating energy 
supplement for everyone, it fights fatigue and provides 
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Letters to the Editor 


Obsession 
with cricket 
total 

I N OUR (X>UN'1’RY TOO 
much is done, siwkcii 
and written about aickel. 
Tile other sports and sports¬ 
men are the sufferers. How 
nian.v nations play Test 
cricket? Huixtly seven. And 
in ooinparison how manv 
nations participate in. sav. 
boxinx? Nearly all. Is it 
better to be in the serond 
or third position out of a 
possible seven or is it bet¬ 
ter to achieve the lii'M posi¬ 
tion out ol 19 or 20? Who 
should be rewarded inoro 
and Kiveii a tuiuultuoui; wel¬ 
come, cricketers or other 
sportsmen’ 

Yes, I am referrlnjj to the 
treatment meted to our 
boxers. For the first time 
India won the first posKion 
m tlw! rcoently-ooncluded 
Asian Boxing Champion¬ 
ship but what was the kind 
of hospitality shown to out 
boxers? They were tximpid- 
led to spend a night in a 
second na.ss retiring room. 
After a lot of .struggle and 
hardship they brought fame 
to our nation and this is the 
reward they got from our 
top officials. What was mote 
.surprising was that the 
Navy headquarters also did 
not allow them to spend a 
night m their mess. Ha.sb! 
Hail it been cricket then the 
lilin stars, directors or any 
other big .shot wautd have 
invited those cricketers and 
would have not only enter¬ 
tained them at night but 
would have possibly made 
them guests tor a whole 
week. Why this discrimi¬ 
nation in spurts? B. .S. 
Thapa. Badri Singh and 
Kaur Singh bad uonc to 
Indian boxing the .same job 
on that night wbat Sunil 
Gava-skar, G. Vishwanufh 
and B. P. Patel had done in 
Trinidad four years ago. 
Then why were our boxers 
ill-treated? 

Not only boxing. When 
Michael Ferreira won the 
world amateur billiaixls 
championship and came 
back to India, no one was 
there to cheer him except 
.some of his friends and 
well-wishicrs . No reception 
party was arranged in his 
honour. Whenever our 
sportsmen do better in 


other fields of sport, they 
arc not given their due. Big 
comimirciaJ houses sort of 
caiTy coal to Newca.stle when 
they spend Rs. lO.fWO or the 
like on rich cricketers (as 
awards). Why cannot they 
spend that money on other 
poor sportsmen, who by 
their own cannot affoid for 
the meal required to keep 
them strong and fit? They 
will be very thankful if tliev 
get this kind of monetary 
help and will try to bring 
more honour to this coun¬ 
try. 

SlIYAMAl. BllATTA 
CHAR.IEE, Naqpur. 


THE CREDIT FOR PHA- 
ka.sh Padukone's hair-rais¬ 
ing exploits is his alone. 
He owes nothing to bis 
country. Nobody cared 
when ab<iut a decade ago, 
Rudy Hartono singled out 
young Prakash as the poten¬ 
tial world champion. Had 
we acted then, the laurel 
would liave come sooner. 

It is not Prakash alone 
who has met with this late. 
Oui hotkey players practise 
on bajra pitch because the 
country is too poor (?) to 
provide an astroturf. But it 
takes only hours to import 
cricket bait at Rs. G50 each 
tor a single Test series. The 
coumry's obsession with cries 
ket is so total that all other 
games have been relegated 
to the background. Sports 
journals. Press, AIR and 
Doordarshan all sing the 
glory of cricket only. 
We have become so 
much fanatics that Pra¬ 
kash is equated with Ro¬ 
ger Biiiny for the purpose of 
awarding sports honoui. 
Saiidcep Putil gets large 
front-page coverage with 
photo ill the top half and Pra- 
kash's conquest gets only 
three lines at the bottom. 
And yet, we curse our boys 
when they fail. 

The country owes a lot to 
Prakash. Every nation gives 
handsome rewards to its 
players when they reach the 
pinnarle. Prakash deserves 
no less. The Karnataka 
Government has announced 
a plot of land for Prakash. 
but it hardly matches his 
worth. But why Karnataka 
alone? He is ours as well. 
All the State governments, 
the Central Government and 
sports bodies should do their 
turn. 

M. C. MITRA, 
Bokafo Steel City. 


In rpemoriam 

IITIE MOURN NBVILl^ 
Vf D’Souaa, one of Uie 
tfioest footballer^ India 
has produced, who ex¬ 
pired on Marra 16, 1980. 
He was the only likUan 
l^ayer who scored a hat- 
trick in the (Hympic 
Games. This feat he 
achieved during the 1956 
Melbourne 01yn\pic Games 
and also was tlie top 
scorer of the same tour:* 
nament. Besides being a 
fine footballer, he was 
also a good hockey pla¬ 
yer. He was a fine 
gentleman—unlike manv 
w today’s footballers 
who go to the length of 
kicking and abusing the 
referee for dedsloos 
'Which go against them. 
APTABUDDIN AHMED. 

AZHAR HOSSAIN, 
Calcutta. 


Discrimination 

P RAKASH PADUKONF.. 

our ace badminton 
star and Roger Binny, the 
best cricket find of 1979, 
were honoured by the Kar¬ 
nataka Government. I fail 
to understand why Syed 
Kirmani, one of the best 
wicket-keepers of the world, 
who plays for Karnataka and 
performed very well in the 
last two series against Aus¬ 
tralia and Pakistan was not 
honoured. 

Why this discrimination? 
Docs the reason lie in some¬ 
thing not connected with 
sports? 

SHABNAM FATIMA. 

New Delhi. 


Well done ! 

'T*HE BOWUNG STYLt 
A of B. S. Chandrasekhar 
may be unorthodox but he 
himself was very orthodox 
in his approach to the game. 
His manners on the field 
and off it too should be the 
ideal for every player. No¬ 
body can ever forget the 
marvellous performances of 
this gifted bowler who has 
been eulogised by batsmen 
all over the world. During 
the seventeen years of his 
career ‘Chandra’ has won 
many. Tests for India. He is 
a real matchwinner. His 
haul of 242 wickets (at 
29.79 apiece) in 58 Tests 
bears eloquent testimony to 
his fine efforts on the field. 
He has also to his credit 
the record of highest num¬ 
ber of wickets (m) in a se¬ 
ries by any Indian bowler, 
ile adifeved this feat 


against Tony Lewis’s MCC 
team in the 1972-75 series 
in India. Besides this he 
has taken a record number 
of wickets in domestic cric¬ 
ket. He has served the cause 
of Indian cricket with dedi¬ 
cation. Every one will miss 
this nice and gentle cxponeni 
of leg-spin bowling on the 
field. 

G. S. MOHANTY, 
Cuttack. 


ONE DID GAPE WITH 

WONDER, 

At the services he did 

render. 

For well over a decade 
For the oausc of Indian 

cricket. 

Whatever the wickets be. 
Bowl his heart out, did he; 
He is a freak leg-spinner. 
And on his day, a sure 

matchwinner. 

He bowls a deadly dipper. 
And add to that his flipper. 
And Chandra at his best. 

Is for batsmen a real test. 

He has bowed out of the 

game. 

That has won him much 

fame; 

To relax, listening to 

Mukesh singing 
■As he recollects the 

wickets tumbling. 
S. SUNDAR RAJAN, 
Egmore. 

BHAGAWAT SUBRAM- 
anya Chandrasekhar, one 
of the greatest person 
alities of spin bowling not 
only in India but in the 
world, bade farewell to cric¬ 
ket. It was indeed a very 
sad thing but (3iandra felt 
very happy to have given 
chance to young players. Hfs 
greatness was proved time 
and again and with the last 
ball of his career he took 
the wicket of Abhiram. 

A. SUDHAKAR, 
Visakapatnam. 

CHANDRA CAME IN AS 
an enigma and remain¬ 
ed an enigma till he bowed 
out. He commanded res¬ 
pect from batsmen till the 
very end of hfs career. The 
six wickets he had captured 
at the Oval whidi gave 
India its first victory on the 
English soil and his two 
wickets in Melbourne in 
1977 which gave India its 
first victory in Australia 
are _ two of the many 
b r 1 11 i a n t performances 
throughout his career. I 
ran say one thing with con¬ 
fidence. There will never 
be another Oiandra. 

VSHA MOHTA 
Calcutta. 



THIRTY- FIVE- YEAR- OLD. 
Ctiandrasekhar, one of the 
supermen of Indian cricket 
and one of the main pillars 
of ihe Indian spin quartet, 
announced his retirement 
from first-class cricket on the 
last day of the recent Ranji 
Trophy quarter-final at Ban¬ 
galore. We can measure his 
greatness from the fact that 
he has taken 242 wickets in 
58 Tests, 436 wickets in 76 
Ranji Trophy matches, 99 
'wickets in 24 Duleep Tiophy 
matches and 40 wickets in 
eight Irani tournaments. He 
was respunsibc for a couple 
of Test victories for India. 
He was a match-winner and 
one cannot forget his splen 
did bowling at the Oval and 
Melbourne. 

Chandra was respected a 
lot in international cricket 
and we also have tremendous 
admiration for his determi¬ 
nation. He dominated the 
international cricket arena. 
Whenever he was accurate 
he proved himself a terror 
to the contemporary batsmen 
ot the world. A slightly 
treakish bowler, the best 
thing about him was that he 
was effective on good- 
wickets. At the beginning he 
did not know about his 
extraordinary abilities. He is. 
unique. Never in the history 
of cricket has there been 
such a type of bowler. Ho' 
is described as a spinner 
because he does spin the 
ball genuinely. But the pace 
at which he bowls, does not 
fit into the popular concep> 
tion of a spinner. Chandra 
was a great wicket-taker and 
one never re^ly knew when 
he would click. 

There was a time when 
without Chandrasekhar, the 


Indian XI looked lopskli 
and depleted. In the words of 
former national skiprcr AjH 
Laxman Wadekar who sum¬ 
med up his position in 
Indian cricket sucdntfy 
“Every time C^handra is 
dropped and the team gets 
battered, the captain regrets 
the deed. -Imlia's bowling 
has been solely dependeiit on 
Chandra as its most lethal 
striking force.” His venomu- 
ous deliveries hold the key 

to the rubber. 

0 

For a bowler of amazinfl 
destructive capabilities br 
has had his ups and downs. 
He was as expensive or as 
economical as his three fam¬ 
ous spin contemporaries, but 
he served .his team with 
patience, perseverence and 
dedication. He had a high 
rating in international cri¬ 
cket and an aura of indispen- 
sibility to the extent that 
Indian cricket can never do 
without him. 

Chandra enjoys a tremend¬ 
ous popularity throughout 
the world and hls name finds 
a very warm place in every 
cricket fan’s heart. The 
famous Australian Bill 
O'Reilly has truly pointed 
ouL: “All Australian cricket- 
lovers held a very soft spot 
in their hearts for Chandra¬ 
sekhar.” The absence of 
Chandra will be felt by all 
lovers of the game. 

For his outstanding con¬ 
tribution to cricket he was 
one of the five players of 
Wisden in 1979 and he was 
honoured by Padmasbri and 
Arjuna awards by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. In Indian 
cricket history his name will 
be written in lettccs of 
gold. We Indians are prou' 
of him because he is one , 
the greatest spinners the 
game has produced. Hear¬ 
tiest farewell to him. 

AJAY KUMAR SHARMA, 
MUKUL KUMAR ROY, 
ChUtaranjan. 

Bad shuttles 

L ots of youngsters 

give up badminton 
(shuttle) after coming up to 
a certain level. This is be¬ 
cause the shuttles that are 
produced in India novyodays 
do not last even a game and 
also the cost of the shuttles 
have gone up considerably; 

The Government should 
see to it that free* coaching 
camps are conducted to help 
improve the standard of the 
game in India. Otherwise 
hidian badmintoh seems 
to have no future at all. 



The Sporting Life 




BABE IN ARMS 

Mangalor*: One's never too young to get started in sport 
or so it seems. Still the following must be something of a 
world recorcT: a 4>month>old Infant, son of lecturer parents, 
Is the latest addition to the well-known Delhi gym of Guru 
Hanuman who has trained among others, gold medallist 
wrestling champs Satbir Singh, Ashok Kumar and Satpal. 
The babe Is the youngest member of the “akhara" which 
has 500 inmates. 

HOWZZATI 

WimMedon: Two Wimbledon umpires are to undergo 
stringent eye tests as guinea pigs to see If the number of 
dfsputed line calls can be reduced. With modem competi¬ 
tors sending the balls over the net like meteorites, tennis 
will soon require computerised robots to monitor their 
lightning Ins and Outs. In fact with players' increasing ire 
against umpires In every sport, perhaps computerised 
roDots are the best solution. 

CLASSY GAME 

Graz: Dr Bertell Oilman, a Marxist professor of political 
science, has Invented and marketed the world's first 
Marxist Board Game called, ‘Class Struggle’, after a perso¬ 
nal struggle of 7 years. It’s a political game a lot like 
monopoly with players throwing dice and chasing each 
other round the board. It’s played by 2-6 players who are 
either Workers (hammer symbol). Capitalists (top hats) or 
minor class members. Of course, the reel players are the 
classes not Individuals, and most of the time (you guessed 
iti) the workers win. 

B. TELUS 
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Delhi keep 
it—and how/ 

A JAY KUMAR 

Pix . SUNIL MALHOTRA 

T he scoreboard on the 

Ferozeshah Kotla ground noted 
the scores of Delhi under the head¬ 
ing of ‘India’ and Bombay’s under 
‘Pakistan’. This, of course, was an 
oversight and a hangover from the 
Test match played here last year but 
the symbolism was not misplaced. A 
Bombay-Delhi match played over five 
days is the closest cricket encounter 
in India to a Test match. The 
rivalry is atleast as intense in a 
Lancashire-Yorkshire match, if not 
more. 

The final saw five days of absorb¬ 
ing cricket, played hard with the 
normal dose of gamesmanship but 
without the tingling tension of a 
Test match. Thanks to the Ranji 
over-rate floor of 15.5 overs per hour, 
as many as 465 overs were sent down 
in 1606 minutes of play during which 
1208 runs were scored and, of course, 
40 wickets fell. And though Delhi 
eventually won by a handsome 240 
runs, there was a time when they 
were five down for 82 in the second 


innings and maybe Bombay could 
have regained the initiative. 

Further, there was the additional 
ofl-the-field hostility between Delhi’s 
players and their association, ^e 
l^lhi and Districts Cricket Associa¬ 
tion, at the centre of which was the 
Delhi captain, Bishan Be^i. The 
history of this feud is long but the 
tension around this match started a 
week before the match did when the 
DDCA President, Mr R. P. Mehra, 
issued a statement that fitness would 
be the crucial criterion for the selec¬ 
tion of the Delhi team for the finals. 
Coming as it did when only one 
match remained to be played in the 
season, it was strange. Then a bald 
grassless pitch was prepared for the 
match in spite of Bedi’s instructions 
to the contrary. And one day be¬ 
fore the match great confusion was 
created about a medical fitness test. 
The DDCA officials first reportedly 
told some- Pressmen that fitness tests 
had been carried out on the players. 
When the players were asked, they 
feigned ignorance. When the DDCA 
offidals were asked again, they said 
there was no question of a fitness 
test. 

Not surprisingly, Bishan Bedi said 
after the match ; “This is a victory 
entirely of the players, it does not 
reflect any credit on the authorities. 
Winning the Ranji Trophy for the 
second time has been one of the most 
thrilling moments of my career but 
honestly, I have not enjoyed myself. 

“In fact, this has been the most 
traumatic season of my life. There 


is absolutely no conununication bet¬ 
ween the authorities and us. I hope 
now they will see it lit to recognise 
what the players have done on 'the 
field.’’ Asked about the Delhi play¬ 
ers he singled out Kirti Azad and 
Mohinder Amarnath. 

Said the rival captain Sunil Gavas . 
kar ; “Delhi won because it applied 
itself better than we did. Their 
winning the toss was important, yes. 
but we dropped far too many catches. 
If we had Sandesp Patil* batting at 
No 4 we could have given a better 
reply to Delhi’s 547. I don’t like 
losing but I am not really disappoint¬ 
ed. Over the years I have come to 
terms with losing and winning.’’ 

B ombay made two changes 

from the side that beat Haryana in 
the semis, Rahul Mankad and Sudhir 
Kshirsagar replacing Sandeep Patil 
(injured) and Ghulam Parkar. Delhi 
Stuck to the same side though it wgs 
a luxury to have pla.ved three seamers 
—Valson, Madan Lai and Mohinder— 
on a grassless pitch. Bedi explained 
later that had he pla.Yed a third re¬ 
gular spinner he would have had to 
drop Sunil Valson, dnd that would be 
unfair to a player who had served 
Delhi well and who, moreover, he 
hoped, would be in the Indian team 
to Australia later this year. 

Luckily for Delhi, Bedi won the toss, 
and on this pitch, that tantamounted 
to winning half the battle, provided, 
the batsmen applied themselves, 
Ghavri and Sum Nayak were without 
any sting for Sundaram and Chauhan, 
but the wily old Shivalkar and the 
promising young left-arm spinner, 
Ravi Shastri, spun webs around the 
Delhi batsmen and Delhi slipped from 
96 for no loss to 110 for three. Chau- 







Madan Lai smiles with an effort after he is bowled Mphinder Amamath on way to his rareer besi 191 
by Sum Nayak 


han perished chasing a floater outside 
the off-stump, Arun Lai was trapped 
Ibw by an armer and Sundaram 
couldn’t get out of the way of one 
that came through straight. 

With Mohinder and Surinder strug¬ 
gling against Shivalkar and Shastri— 
Shastri was turning the ball on the 
first day itself—^Delhi were at a crisis 
point. At this stage, Bombay dropped 
two CTudal catches off Surinder and 
with the bowlers tiring, the Amar- 
nath brothers broke free and in an 
165-niinute unbroken partnership put 
on 130 runs till the end of the day. 

G havAi and suru nayak 

took up tiie hopeless battle for 
Bombay the n^xt day. The more ex¬ 
perienced, if a ..lot more tired, Ghav- 
ri tried everything to disconcert the 
twtsmen 1» concentrating on the 
middle and the leg and trying to get 
the ball to lift, but on this lifeless 
Nayak kept the 
the off and was 
a after starts of 


.stump and cutting in, missed and 
was given out Ibw. 

Surinder’s knock was in character. 
Dropped thrice before he had rea¬ 
ched double figures, his 77 had taken 
200 minutes and contained eight 
fours—mainly square ofl the wicket 
—in 184 balls. Over-all, sound batt¬ 
ing. Most important it had taken 
^Ihi from a shaky 110 for three to 
an immensely healthier 275 for four. 

Next in was Kirti Azad, promoted 
up the batting order in what, in re¬ 
trospect, was an inspired move by 
Bedi. Bombay was already down, 
Kirti knocked it out. The situation 
was just correct for his type of bat¬ 
ting—effective, improvised, utilita¬ 
rian, very severe on anything short 
and a tremendous hitter of the ball. 

Initially Paddy Shivalkar troubleu 
him with his flat and sharp spin and 
just at it looked as if the wily old 
horse would get him, Azad let loose 
a lofted drive over long-on which 
cleared the ground and landed in the 


Meanwhile, Mohinder trotted along. 
A short while before lunch Ghavri 
offered him a full toss which Mohin- 
dcr straight drove for four to reach 
his 100. His fifth Ranji ton, it had 
taken him 276 minutes and 246 balls 
and contained 10 fours. 

With Azad hitting mostly at will— 
once even pulling a ball from outside 
the off stump to the mid-wicket fence 
—and Mohinder picking up his runs 
in ones and twos, the score raced 
past several milestones: 300 of the 
innings in 403 minutes. IBO-run part¬ 
nership in 100 minutes, 400 of the 
innings in 494 minutes, 150 of the 
partnership in 177 minutes, Kirti’s 50 
in only 85 bails, and then with Kirti’s 
score at 82 came the climatic on¬ 
slaught. 

In two successive overs from Shi¬ 
valkar, Azad hit three sixes, two off 
successive balls, and slammed on to 
bis 100. The first was hooked over 
mid-wicket, the second swung lofted 
above long-off and the third, which 
took him from 94 to 100, waS' swung 










The previous Rwji funfats 


Year Winnar Captain 


ttimnat-ap Capniit "■ 


1934 36 

Bombay 

L P Jai 

N India 

fi. r. 8. Abell 

1935 36 

Bombay 

H J Vaiifdar 

Madras 

M. Baliah 

1936-37 

Nawanagar 

A F. Wenstay 

Bengal 

P. 1. van Oar Quchl 

1937 38 

Hydeiabad 

S, M Hussain 

Nawanagar 

A F Wansley 

1938 39 

Bengal 

T C Longliald 

S Punjab 

S. WaxirAli 

1939 40 

Mahaiashira 

0 B JSaodhai 

0 B.'Modhar 

Utiar Pradash 

P E. Paba 

1940 41 

Mahaiashira 

Madras 

C. P JnhAstona 

1941 42 

Bombay 

V. M IMrehant 

Mysore 

S. Daraahah 

1942 4j- 

Baroda 

W N onorpada 

Hyderabad * 

S. M Hussain 

1943 44 

W India 

H W Barrill 

Bengal 

Maharaia ot 
Cooch-Behar 

1944-46 

Bombay 

V M. Merchant 

Holkar 

C K Nayudu 

1945 46 

Holkar 

C. K Nayudu 

Baroda 

R B. Nimbalkar 

1946-47 

Baroda 

R. B Nimbalkar 

Holkar 

C K Nayudu 

1947-48 

Holkar 

C. K. Nayudu 

Bom)My 

K C lbr#him . 

1948 49 

Bombay 

K C Ibrahim 

Baroda 

R B. Nimbalkar 

1949-50 

Baroda 

R B. Nimbalkar 

Holkar 

C K. Nayudu 

1950-81 

Holkar 

C K. Nayudu 

Guiarat 

P. W Cambatta 

1981-52 

Bombay 

M K Mantri 

Holkar 

C K Nayudu 

1962-53 

Holkar 

C. K Nayudu 

Bengal 

P. San 

1953-64 

Bombay 

S. W Sohoni 

Holkar 

S. Mushtaq All 

1954-65 

Madras 

R B. Aiagannan 

Holkar 

S. Mufhlaq Ah 

1956-56 

Bombay 

M K Mantri 

Bengal 

P. San 

1966-57 

Bombay 

M. K. Mantri 

Services 

H. R Adhikari 

1967-58 

Baroda 

0 K Gaakwad 

Services 

H. R Adhikari 

1958-59 

Bombay 

M L. Apia 

Bengal 

P Roy 

1959-60 

Bombay 

P. R. Umrigar 

Mysore 

K Vasudavamuithy 

1960-61 

Bombay 

P R. Umrigar 

Raiasthan 

K. M Rungia 

1961-62 

Bombay 

M. L Apia 

Rajasihati 

K. M. Rungia 

1962-63 

Bombay 

P R Umrigar 

Raiasthan 

Raj Smgh 

1963-64 

Bombay 

R G. NadkarnI 

Rajasthan * 

Raj Singh 

1964 66 

Bombay 

R G NadkarnI 

H^arabad 

M L Jaisimha 

1966-86 

Bombay 

R G NadkarnI 

Rajasthan • 

Raj Smgh 

1966-67 

Bombay 

M. S Hardikai 

Raiasthan 

Hanumant Singh 

1967-68 

Bombay 

M. S Haridikar 

M^ras 

P. K. Balliappa 

1968-69 

Bombay 

A L. Wadakar 

Bengal 

AmbarRoy 

1969-70 

Bombay 

A L Wadakar 

Rajasthan 

Hanumant Singh 

1970-71 

Bombay 

S S Nalk • 

Maharashtra 

C. _G Borda 

1971-72 

Bombay 

A L Wadakar 

Bengal 

C. 'Goswami 

1972-73 

Bombay 

A. L. Wadakar 

Tamilnadu 

S Venkgiraghavan 

1973-74 

Karnataka 

E A S Prasarma 

Rajasthan 

Hanumant Smgh 

1974-76 

Bombay 

A V. Mankad 

Karnataka 

E. A. S. Praaanna 

1976-76 

Bombay 

A V Mankad 

Bihar 

Qaljit Singh 

1976-77 

Bombay 

S M Gavatkar ' 

OalM 

8. S. Sadi 

1977-78 

Karnaiaka 

E. A. S. Praaanna 

Uttar Pradaah 

Mtf. Shahid 

1978-70 

OalhI 

B.$.Badi 

Kamatak* 

0. R. Viaiwanaih 


eomb«v 

Delhi 

Bombay 

Bombay 

Calcutta 

Poopa 

Madras 

Bombay 

Secunderabad 

Bombay 

Bombay 
Indore 
Baroda 
.Indore 
Bombay 
Baroda 
Indore 
Bombay 
Calcutta 
Indore 
Irtdore 
Calcutta 
New Delhi 
Baroda 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Udaipur 
Bombay 
Jaipur 
Bombay 
Hyderabad 
Jaipur 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Bombay 
Madras 
Udaipur 
Bombay 
Jamshedpur 
New Delhi 
Mohan Nagar 
Bannalore 


(Courtesy: Criconirol Board souvenir) 


Next ball he was out, Ibw as he 
tried to play forward to a ball that 
spun lilt kept low and hit his froot 
pad. Verily, like thunder he crime 
and like lightning he went. His 100 
had come off 189 balls, 60 of those 
coming in fours and sixes (nine and 
four, respectively). This was his se¬ 
cond Banji hundred. With Mohjnder 
he had added 176 runs in 190 mlnur 
tes and. when he left, the Delhi total 
was an imposing 451 for five. 

And what of the Bombay bowlers? 
For almost the entire day, the Msk 
was shouldered by Shivalkar, Shastri 
and Zarapkar. Shivalkar could never 
be treated lightly but it .was Shastri 
who was the revelation. At one point 
he was turning the ball so much that 
Gavaskar advised him to go over the 
wicket to control the turn. On this 
track it did little more than di^n- 
cert the batsmen for a while but at- 
least the glove hadn’t been thrown 
in. It was a measure of Gavaskar’s 
appredation of the young lad’s un- 
turing efforts that he was asked to 


Delhi lost two more wickets after 
tea but when the day ended at 523 
for seven. Mohinder had reached 182, 
surpassing his highest Ranji score 
of 178 not out, hit up against Karna¬ 
taka last year. And Delhi was only 
21 short of their highest of 544 
against Punjab in 1949. 


TIHE NEXT DAY DELHI SURPA- 
* ssed their highest score by 
three runs but Mohinder failed to 
reach his maiden double hundred by 
nine runs. His marathon effort—54^ 
minutes, 480 balls—straddled six se 
ssions of play, gave Delhi two stands 
worth over 150 runs each, aind took 
Delhi from 108 for two to 544 for 
eight. It is a measure of the patience 
with which Mohinder built his inn¬ 
ings that in nine hours of batting he 
hit only 14 fours. Yet he never let 
the bowlers dominate. The only six 
he hit was in the second session on 
the second day when for a brief 
while Shastri and Shivalkar were 
putting the screws until MohindW/ 


Bombay started their chase after 
having spent 697 minutes on the field 
and, as happens freqyentlv. Jtarted 
badly. In Valson’s first over he 
brought one in sharply and trapped 
Zulfikar Parkar plumb Ibw. Bombay 
four for one. Valson’s first spell was 
indeed fiery. He worked up a good 
pace, kept the ball up and bad both . 
Ramnath Parkar and Vengsarkar in 
some trouble. Normally an attacking 
opener, Parkar’s first four came after 
three circumspect minutes. But as 
the bowlers tired in the dry and tir¬ 
ing heat, both the batsmen got into 
their stride. 

After lunch came the assault. There 
cannot be very many deaner and 
better hitter in the game than Dil'P 
Vengsarkar and this afternoon he 
was in his element as he swung Bedi 
over mid-wicket for the sixth sixer of 
the match and then jumped out to 
straightdrive him for four—easily the 
shot of the day. While the 50 of the 
Bombay innings took 78 minutes, the 
next 50 came in only 35 minutes and 
the first hour after lunch produced 
74 well hit runs. Of the three Delhi 
bowlers, Bcdi, Shukla and Kirti Azad, 
only Azad, with his fastish off-breaks, 
was a restraining influence. 

Hereabouts, the umpires came un¬ 
der pressure as several loud-throated 
appeals by Delhi were turned down. 
Bedi kept his cool and calmed his 
agitated team-mates, but the tension 
seemed to have affected Vengsarkar 
IS soon after one very-confident ap¬ 
peal for a catch by Mohinder at 
short-leg was turned down against 
him, he played tentatively to one held 
back by Bedi and the ball took the 
shoulder of his bat to arch into the 
safe hands of Arun Lai at slips. Veug- 
sarkar and Parkar had added 149 
runs in as many minutes. Two balls 
later, Rahul Mankad was gone—a 
victim of early innings pressure—and 
Bombay was poised uncertainly at 153 
for three. 

In came Sunil Gavaskar and his 
intentions were clear as he put a 
cautioning arm on Parkar. But Par¬ 
kar was like a man possessed and 
seemed bent on hitting Azad out of 
the attack. He only succeeded in sky¬ 
ing the ball to Mohinder Amamath 
at mid-on. 

Thereafter, wickets fell at regular 
intervals even as Gavaskar played in 
his vein at the other end. driving 
handsomely on both sides of the 
wicket. Delhi’s surprise weapou was 
Kirti Azad. Turning the bail furi¬ 
ously—sometimes from outside the 
off-stump to outside the leg—at a 
pace that reminded one of Chandra- 
shekhar, Kirti was unsettling for all 
but Gavaskar. Ghavri could do little 
about one that pitdied outside his leg 
stump and turned sharply to break 
the off stick. 

I 

Kshirsagar had gone earlier, caught 
by Sundaram at forward short-leg off 
Bedi. But the biggest blow to Bom: 
bay came In tne last oyer wbcfi 


bat to spoon to deep square-leg where 
Valson ran in from a finer position 
to take a dramatic tumbling catch. 
Gavaskar seemed too dejected to 
even be angry at himself. 

B ombay lasted only 25 

minutes the next dav, A/.ad and 
Shukla sharing the spoils. Then, as 
expected, Bedi did nut enforce the 
follow-on and a tired, slightly listless 
Bombay team came out to field hav¬ 
ing spent 23 minutes less than a full 
day’s play away from it. 

Chauhan and Sundaram experienc¬ 
ed no difficulty against Qhavri and 
Nayak and after five overs and only tl 
minutes in the Delhi second innings 
'Sunil Gavaskar took the ball himself, 
tr re in desperation- than by design. 
1 iS third ball was rank long hop 
which Chauhan played over and Ga¬ 
vaskar’s glee was unmistakable as 
the umpire’s fingers went up. This 
unexpected bonanza seemed to instil 
new spirit in the Bombay team and 
the next over Suru Nayak was back. 

This was .just as well for he soon 
bowled Arun Lai with a yorker which 
the batsman was far too late to come 
down on. The very n.ixt ball Sunda¬ 
ram was out, Ibw, as he stretched 
out to play a ball from Gliavri that 
cut in sharply and rapped him on 
the front pad. Delhi was now 42 for 
three and the ijossibility of Bombay 
making a match of it seemed brightei. 

The Amarnath brothers had some 
close calls against Shivalkur and 
Shastii, but with Mohiuder bringing 
the pad into play against Shastri 
and Sui'inder punishing the occasional 
loose delivery, the pressure had 
slightly eased when Delhi went into 
lunch at 66 for three. 

After the break, Moliinder appa¬ 
rently decided that attack was the 
best form of defence and tried to hit 
.Sha.stri out of the line by lofting 
him for a well-timed four. But Shas- 
tri struck twice in his eighth over 
and Delhi were reeling at 82 for five. 
He first beat Surindcr in the air, 
with the ball .just nicking the bails 
and in the last ball Mohindcr tried 
to square-cut a ball that kept low and 
turned sharply to knock down his 
leg-stump. 

Gavaskar was ofl' the field in the 
pust-lunch session but Vengsarkar 
handled the attack just as compe¬ 
tently. He switched the bowlers 
around, had Ghavri in to bowl his 
slow stuff but there was bttle he 
could do to prevent the free-stroking 
Surinder Khanna and Kirli Azad from 
lifting Delhi to past 150. And just 
when the game teemed to slippinir 
irrevocably from Bombay’s grasp. 
Khanna was out, stumped, when 
he tried to drive a ball pitched out¬ 
side the off stump and moving away, 
missed and just failed to regain the 
crease as Zulfiqar Parkar brought the 
ball around from a long way outside 
the off stump. He scored 44 and out¬ 
shone the belligerent Azad in a 78- 
run partnership in equal time. 

Xhat was the beginning of the end 
.'M $hBStri ran through the rest of 
■ - ■ pidmig UP all the four 

















Ravi Shastri strikes — Mohmder Amarnath loses his lea stump in an 
uncharacteristic manner 
Rahut Mankad is cauaht bp Shukla off Bedi 






Haryana's 
rise in Indian 
pricket 

OINCE ITS BIRTH ON NOVEM- 
^^aryana has beea 
a State oa the rise, as the hoard- 
Mffs on the hinhways used to say. 
Four yews later, when Haryana 
was admitted by the cricket 
Board, few in that auaiist body 
tMk It seriously. After all, the 
was known only for its 
cattle. Its Jat soldiers and wrest- 
ters, like Chandgi Rant. But be¬ 
fore long its cricket team was 
also on the rise and today it is a 
power to reckon with. 

For Haryana, it has been a 
^namic decade in cricket, to 
borrow a term from a different 
Mntext. Haryana had made it a 
habit to enter the quarter-finals of 
the Ranji Trophy, and this season 
wnt better by making the semi- 
nnal& It has produced the dyna- 
mic Kapil Dev Nikhaoj, nationally 
acclaimed as the best thing that 
has happened to Indian cricket, 
and it Is also the home of that 
phenomenon of a bowler, 38-year- 
old Rajinder Goel. who with ‘ his 
left-arm spinners, has made his- 
tonf by becoming the highest 
wicket-taker (466) in the Ranfi 
Trophy. This is only a start. 

How has all this come about? 
Contributions to the success story 
have come from many different 
directions and different t>6ople. 
No single person can get all the 
credit. To start with, there was 
Mr M. M. L. Jain, the secretary of 
the Haryana Cricket Association. 
He found a ready supply of talent 
at the N.I.S. Centre nets run by 
coach Desh Prem Azad at Chandi¬ 
garh, the union territory, where 
cricketers are free to play either 
for Punjab or Haryana. That is 
where Kapil Dev and atleast half 
a dozen other players in the Hary¬ 
ana team received their early 
cricket education. 

But Chandigarh djd not have 
sufficient opportunities of compe¬ 
tition. So Mr. Jain, who now has 
retired, organised the lads under 
the banner of Haryana Colts and 
every summer sent them to Delhi 
to play in the hot weather tourna¬ 
ments there. It was as a member 
of Haryana Colts under Ravinder 
Chadha that Kapil nad his first 
taste of playing on turf at Feroze- 
shah Kotla Test pitch. The boys 
were already seasoned campaign¬ 
ers when they played in the Ran.ii 
Trophy. 

Coach Azad attributes Haryana’s 
. success to g ood leadership, good 


I teamwork, eagerness and youthful¬ 
ness. Leadership for eight .years 
has come froth (3iadha. a inedi- 
ral practitioner by profession. 
Impliat trust was placed by Mr. 
Ranbir Singh, who succeeded as 
H^ secretary five years ago. The 
“^ctor Sahib", a fine all-rounder 
who has pla.ved Duleep Trophy 
cricket for North Zone, has been 
Haiyana’s elder statesman after 
he "relinquished” the Cciptaincy 
this year. 

However, there is a lot of room 
for improvement. Mr Ranbir Singh 
himself admits: "Much has to be 
done to spread cricket in Hary¬ 
ana. We must have more cri¬ 
cket centres. We decided to stage 
the semi-final against Bombay, the 
most important match Haryana 
have played so far, at Rohtak so 
that the lads of this town had the 
opportunity of watching some of 
the best players in fhe country in 
action and feel that they also can 
play as well." 

In other . words. Mr. Ranbir 
Singh is planning to open up the 
Interior of agricultural Haryana to 
cricket. He is aware of the diffi¬ 
culties and obstacles. He needs 
more coaches. A couple of years 
ago, be approached a Haryana. 
Minister for Sport for the services 
of coaches in places like Rohtak 
and Bhiwani. The man was not 
only unresponsive but positively 
hostile. He said if he had his 
way he would banish cricket, or 
something to that effect. 

But difficulties and obstacles are 
there to be overcome. In Mr Ra¬ 
jinder Pal, the former Delhi 
captain and a Test fast bowler, 
who is now Haryana’s coach-ma¬ 
nager. Mr. Ranbir Singh has found 
an able ally. Mr. Raj.nder Pal 
plans coaching camps-for youngs¬ 
ters in the free time during the 
summer vacations. 

"People have not taken us 
serious!^." regrets Rajinder PaL 
“What has the Press done for 
Haryana cricket?" he asks with 
emotion. “Our players and their 
performances only get'a passing 
mention. For example. Rajinder 
Goel. Do you not know what a 
great left-arm spinner he is? 
When he became the highest 
widte^ker in the history of the 
Ranji trophy, he got poor notice 
in the Press.. No articles were 
written, no praises were sung. 
Could this have happened to aav 
player in a zone like the West, 
South or East? It is an insult and 
a shame that such a man has 
been overlooked by the national 
selectors." 

Good for Hairana that they 
hav«']^ple who can red sb 
strongly. In fact, it is this spirit 
that has made the Haryana team 
a power in Indian cricket. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 


to 177 all out. It was good left-arm 
spin bowling on a pitch where the 
only assistance was the i.neven 
bounce otc.isionallv. His final figures 
of G for 65 off 24 overs were well- 
deserved and for the second time in 
the match he led the tiam in. 

Bombay started their mn c^ase 
exactly an hour before close. Gavas¬ 
kar's intentions were cle.ir as he 
c.iine out to open the innings, some¬ 
thing he r.ircly does in first-class 
triiket. V’alson was quick but way- 
waid and thouglv both lie andMadan 
Iriil beat the batsmen OLC.iSionaliv. 
tlien- were few alarms for Bombay 
until in the 3Glh minute Madan Lul 
cut one in sharply to trap Bamnath 
I’aikar Ibw on the front foot. Rahul 
Mankad came in and though he 
.saved himself froni the ignomiii.Y of 
a pair he was bowled around the legs 
by Bedi -a contrdversial decision 
which left Gavaskar unhappy as 
then? were doubts whether' the ball 
bad hit the wickets directly or re¬ 
bounded off Khaiina’s pads—and 
Bombay ended the d.iy at a nonc-too- 
happy 38 foi' two. 

OMBAY .Sl'AHTKD THK FINAL 
day. needing 442 runs in a mini¬ 
mum of 88 overs to bring oil a mira- 
( le On the other liand, Delhi needed 
lusi two good balls to be sure, of 
winning Tlu- fiist of these came as 
eaily as in the lltird over of the day 
wlien Bedi pitclied one short and 
Veng^dik.ii faltered in his stroke to 
lift the ball high to deep mid-on 
where Madan Lai ho.ld it. Bombay 50 
for three, and only Gavaskar remai¬ 
ned betwev-n Delhi and viclory. 

Foi miicli of the day it was a duel 
between Bedi and Gavaskar. Varying 
Ins Higlit and leiiglli and showing 
huge giimpses ol his earlier wiles, 
Bedi was a difficult proposition tins 
day (ihavri, Kshirsagar and Sum 
N,i\ak all perished when they tried 
to hit out at Bedi N.iyak gave Gavas- 
k.ir .some support when he .stuck 
ai ound for two hours duriiui which 
80 runs were added, but apart from 
that wirkets fell at regular intervals. 

Bombay’s back finally broke In the 
first over after tea when Gavaskar 
tried to pull a short ball fiom Azad, 
mistimed it and only succeeded in 
hitting It straight to Chauhan at 
imd-wickel. He had consumed 305 
minutes at the crea.se in scoring 93 
and this day had been untroubled by 
any bowler. 

The Bombay innings lasted only 36 
minutes more, Azad and Shukla pick¬ 
ing up the last three wickets. Azad’s 
hauls of three wickets was well- 
deserved, considering that he wasn’t 
thought of as much more than a 
shock bowler before the start of the 
match and he ended up bowling the 
maximum number of overs in Bom¬ 
bay’s second innings. 

In conclusion, a word about the 
umpiring. .Both sides complained 
bitterly about vaiiou.s decisions hav- 
i,ng gone against them. If we have 
our best players playing a gruelling 
five-day match in heat touching lOO^F 
and at the fag end of a season that 
started almost two years ago, perhaps 
it wo uld have been only fair to have 




Kirtf Azad (ri-ntre) with Rohinton Baria Trophy 


Kirti Azad; 

Natural 

stroke-player 

A t the inception of the 

curreat academic year in Delhi 
University, the lanky and sinewy 
Kirti Azad, a talented junior cri¬ 
cketer of considerable potential, 
hoped to be chosen as captain of 
bis alma mater, St. Stephens Co¬ 
llege, an institution with a ridi 
cricketing tradition. As he had 
captained North Zone Universities 
to success in the Vizzy Trophy 
Tournament of 1978-79 in the ab¬ 
sence of Kapil Dev, busy at Test 
matches, and had scored five cen¬ 
turies in the national-level uni¬ 
versities cricket, he had all the 
credentials of being a worthv cap¬ 
tain. His college authorities thought 
differently and Kirti was not cho¬ 
sen captain, a victim of the pere¬ 
nnial generation gap. 

Credit to Kirti, that he did not 
sulk at this drawback, but resolved 
to throw a befitting reply to his 
detraifor.s, by means of outstand¬ 
ing iH'i Forncance on the cricket 
field. As some of Delhi’s players 
were involved in Test match duty 
against Australia and Pakistan, 
Kirti got an opportunity to play 
regularly for the Ranji Trophy 
team of his State (in previous sea¬ 
sons he had been in and out of the 
State team). He scored a scinti¬ 
llating 132 against Services, his 
maiden Ranji Trophy century. 
From that juncture Kirti never 
looked back, and performed pro¬ 
digious feats with bat and ball, in 
he Rohinton Baria, Vizzy and 
Ranji Trophy matches this season. 

This 21-year-old, third year his¬ 
tory honours, student from St. 
Stephens captained Delhi Univer¬ 
sity to success in the Rohinton 
Baria trophy, symbol of supre¬ 
macy for cricket in Indian Univer¬ 
sities. After scoring two centuries 
in earlier match, he- helped Delhi 
University win the North Zone 
title, top scoring with 66 and tak¬ 
ing 6 for 61. In the National semi¬ 
finals at Hyderabad he scored an 
aggressive unbeaten 132 against 
Bangalore in the 2nd innings. 
Again on a turning wicket in the 
final, he turned a 110 runs first- 
innings deficit to victory, with his 
quickish off-breaks, f'iving him a 
match analysis of 6 lor 71. 

Born at Purnea, Bihar on Janu¬ 
ary 2, 1959 this lithe muscular and 
tall young man, swarthy comple- 
xioned with a curly crop of hair 
is not just another palm tree hit¬ 
ter but a stroke-player of immen- 
•e power and timing—like great 
players, he has steely wrists, and 


plays the ball at the last minute 
with unhurried strength and ele¬ 
gance. He can graft for runs and 
play aggressively as the situation 
demands. 

In the Ranji semi-final against 
Maharashtra, Delhi were in a pre¬ 
carious position at 53 lor 6, but 
wens revived by an 106-riin part- 





Khti Azad hits a six off 


nership between Muhinder and 
Kirti, of which the collegian’s 
•hare was 71, Like all champion 
sportsmen, Kirti Azad rose' to the 
occasion in the final against Bom¬ 
bay. He scored an .exact ci'ntury 
with four sixes and nine fours of 
only 177 balls and while he was at 
the crease, it was champagne cri¬ 
cket all the way. With characteris¬ 
tic ebullience he .soared from 82 
to 100 with three huge sixes, two 
of them, off the famed left-arm 
spinner Padinaker Shivalkar. Bow¬ 
ling his fa.stish off-breaks, he wor¬ 
ried and curbed, the luminaries in 
Bombay's hatting line-up and chip¬ 
ped in with the useful wickets 
of B. Parkar and Kar.san Ghavri. 
and fielded enthusiastically in the 
deep and was largely responsible 
for Delhi's dominance in the final. 

At the a-ca.se, Kirti makes bat- 
ling look 50 easy, but this is the 
re.'^ult of years of dilligent practice 
at the nets at National Stadium, 
near India Gate. ‘T owe every¬ 
thing to my coach Gurcharan 
Singh, who taught me the basics 
of the game, and inspired interest 
in cricket in me.” 

Son of a Congress (I) M.P. Mr 
Bhagwat Zha Azad, who himself 
was a captain of the Bhagalpur 
University volleyball team K..rti Is 
the youngest ot throe brothers. 
Reading and watching Tony Greig 
bowl quickish off-breaks, Kirti 
developed this art with ardous 
practice. “Apart from batting I 
wanted to make my ina,k in bow- 
ling and tliought that fast and flat 
off breaks, would be effective, espe¬ 
cially on India's pitches, where the 
wirkets are responsive to spin and 
ot low bounce.” 


Shivalkar | NOW KAPADIA 
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THEASIAD 

DRAMA 


D. RAHUL 


A s THE INDIAN OLYMPIC ASSO 
ciatiun officc-bearer.s’ elections 
were going on this month, all sepcu- 
latioti about the venue of the ninth 
Asian Games came to an end. The 
Government had decided, it was 
learnt, that the Games would be 
held both at Delhi and Rai. Which 
games will be held where will be 
decided later There is no doubt that 
all the major events of the 19 on the 
Asian Games errd will be held in 
De'hi. Bv bidding for the entire Ga¬ 
mes the authors of the Rai idea 
were clearly going too far. It was a 
scheme in the manner of Moham- 
med-bin-Tughlak. 

But in the first place, how did I^ai 
suddenly come into the picture as a 
possible site for the Asian Games 
once Delhi had been chosen by the 
Asian Games Federation (AGF) in 


1976? And if Rai could make a seri¬ 
ous bid even at this late stage—the 
Games are only two years away— 
then why not other cities? One re¬ 
members the case made out by Cal 
cutta not very long ago. 

To start with, Mr Siddhaiiha 
Shankar Ray, the then Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Bengal, had offered to finance 
the entire Gaines provided Calcutta 
was given the honour to host them. 
He was snubbed bv the then Prime 
Minister, Mrs Gandhi, who told him 
how much belter it would bi' il all 
that inonev was spent to improve 
the slums of Calcutta, or something 
to that effect. Then, when Dr P. C 
Chunder was the Education Minister 
at the Centre, Calcutta made ano¬ 
ther bid. this time to be told that 
Delhi had already bepn cho.sen and 
there was no question of reopening 
the issue. 

The 


it is not so well known, but Pun¬ 
jab, under the leadership of Parkash 
.Singh Badal, also had a made a bid 
when Calcutta was arguing their 
case. When told of the cost of the 
Games, the Sardarji is reported to 
have ridiculed; “What, M crores.’ 
Give them to Punjab and we’ll spend 
40 crores.” Had there been an elec¬ 
ted Ciovemment functioning in Pun¬ 
jab now, doubtless they would have 
staked their claim all over again, 
tnL« time with even greater vigout. 

But Asian Games venues are not 
chosen on whims and fanaes. There 
1.9 a set piXHjedure laid down in the 
AGF aiiUAitution. The bid has to be 
lonnajly made 90 days before the 
Alii' Council is due to meet at the 
01\inpic Gaines held tefore the pre- 
ceoiug Asian Games. Before appro¬ 
ving a venue, the Council must 
saiisly itse.f if the city bidding for 
the Games has the. experience to 
conduct them and is in a position to 
pi ovule the facilities. Tha bid must 
also be counter-signed by the coun- 
tiv's Government. 

A( lorvimglv. tlie Indian Olympic 
Association s bid for the city of 
Delhi, duly supported by the Govern¬ 
ment oi inaia, on behalf of whom 
the iipplicaiioh was signed by our 
lligii commissioner in Canada, was 
approved by the AGF. At the closing 
tx-iemonv of the 1978 Bangkok Asian 
ijames, the youth of Asia wwe ex- 
hoiied to galliei lor tile ninth cele- 
buition ut the Games at Delhi in 
1982 I'o cliange all this now is not 
•■90 simp.e. The procedure will have 
to be gone through again and at least 


The National Stadium venue of the 1982 Asiad. 


first Asian Games were held here in 1951 








SIX preaous months wasted before a 
new site is approved by the AGF 
wnicta consists of about 35 member 
nalioiis. 

People who have made such a big 
caSe iur must be suffenn* from 
some form of megalomania. Rai, 
about 35 km from the heart of Delhi 
did eight km irom the border at 
North Delhi, has in recent years be¬ 
come known as the place where the 
Motiial Nehru Scuool of Sports is 
situated. It has a sports complev 
built around a stadium once named 
alter Parlap Singh Kairon, the dyna¬ 
mic Chief Minister of Punjab who, 
tragicallv, was gunned to death on 
the highway not far from the school, 
in fact, the post office at the school 
is still called the Partap Stadium 
post office. Admittedly, the facilities 
hi Rai arc good by school ot univer¬ 
sity standartls. but they are certainly 
not Ihe type that could, by any 
stretch of tl'e imagination, be suita¬ 
ble tor regional or Olympic Games. 
Right aow, the Rai complex consists 
of a main stadium, seating capadty 
10,000 a swimming pool, seating capa- 
Jty 1,500, a gymnasium, seating capa¬ 
city 300. hockey and football pitches 


with no seating and a vast open area. 

Cleaily. all this is not adequate for 
a 19-sport event like the Asian Ga 
mcs, which attracts about 5,000 com- 
petitors and hundreds of thousands 
ot spectators and visitors. Hai-yana’s 
aidiitects and planners have promi¬ 
sed a four-channel road from Delhi 
to Rai, a helipad for VIPs, an impro¬ 
ved sports complex and what not. 
But very few people who have expe- 
lienre of big sports events are Im¬ 
pressed. At most. Rai could be given 
the honour ol hosting a couple of 
events, like shooting or archery which 
do not attract many spectators. 

People who have drawn up sucli 
a grandiose seneme for Rai claim 
that at d future date even the Olym¬ 
pics could be belli, or a national 
sports university could be set up. 
Wiioever heard of Olympic Games at 
a univeisity? Asian or Olympic Ga¬ 
mes havi always been associated wHh 
the metixipolises of the world. The 
men behind the Rai claim pooh-wioh 
Uie idea ot the Asian Games village 
iials being sold to the public after 
the event. In fad, it is a splendid 

dea. Ihe Hats, in any case, have to 


be built bv the I>dlii Development 
Authority. What is wrong if they are 
compleLed about six weeks before 
the 1982 Games before being handed 
over to the allottees. 

liven the existing Jacililie.s at Rai 
do not attract enough jiQOple to make 
use ol them. Who, then, will make 
u.se of the sUdia and other .s^tiuctu- 
res that Rai would build for the 
A.vi.m Games—granting that the Ga¬ 
mes are held theie. 

Thci'o are people who believe that 
no special A(il- s.iiiclion is ncce^.irv 
lor shilling the (jaines to Rai. They 
argue that the rules provide the Ga¬ 
mes (oulcl be held at a place near 
the city to winch they 'are ailottiicl. 
They also aigue that Rui is in the 
national capital region. Rui certamlv, 
alter taking so mud; ■■•o’lb.c on sta¬ 
ging the Games there, they would 
like to tell the world that they were 
held at a place called Rai, not 

Most of the woik I'Oiiiiected with 
the Gaines facilitic.s in iKdhi will 
be carried out bv the CPWD. Compe¬ 
titions tor designs for .stadia have 
already been held and prizes awar- ^ 



dcd. AKTeemciits have been entered 
into with the prize-winning aicliitefts 
from which it will not be easy to 
wriftslc out. A group ot .signatures 
supporting Kiii’s cundidatuie surpri¬ 
singly included that of M. N. Buch, 
the man who, as vire chairman of 
the Delhi Development Authority, 
had prepared the scheme in Siri Fort 
area for the Asian Games village. 

Very few are willing to be quoted. 
But they will tell you. provided their 
names are withheld, how foolhardy 
it would be to shift the yenue at 
this stage. Rai, in any case, is not 
the proper place for the Asian Ga¬ 
mes. They are quite aware of that, 
at least. 

Rule 33 of the constitution and 
rules of the Asian Games l-r-dera- 
tion states that “all events must take 
place in or as near as possible to the 
city chosen, preferably at or near the 
stadium. The city cluxsen cannot 
share its piivilege with another, nor 
can it permit anv deviation from the 
agreed prograqime or the regulations 
of the Asian Games”. The city cho¬ 
sen was Delhi, not Rai. let there be 
no mistake about it. 

Rai had last year approached the 
organising committee asking to bn 
permitted to host a couple ot events. 
But their case was even then turned 
down. Calcutta also proposed staging 
the soccer tournament—the prclimi- 
narv rounds, it not the liiials. Cal¬ 
cutta claimed that it had the facili¬ 


ties to accommodate a few liikh spec¬ 
tators at the matches each da.y, which 
indeed it can. The eastern metropo¬ 
lis also claimed that the matches 
could enable the organisers there to 
laise a few trores of much-needed 
money. But the technical ccmduct 
ooiiiiiiitte^ and the executive board 
of the organising committee felt 
that it would ‘not be desirable to do 
so”. These decisions are on record. 



The /file [’resident taking the salute 
durinq the marchvast 


Delhi already has seven open sta¬ 
dia wnicn, after nuMincations, can 
be used for the Asian Games eyents. 
Tne mam National Staoium, scene of 
the hrst Asian Games in 1951. will 
have to be partially rebuilt and a 
new hockey stadium, an indoor sta¬ 
dium and a swimming pool will have 
to bp constructed. When the Late 
G. D. Sondhi and Anthpny De Mello 
brought tlM tirst Asian Games to 
New Delhi, they bad visualisc^d the 
Games returning here some day in 
the futuie and the temporary oom- 
picx around it has stayed the way H 
then was, waiting to be demolished 
and rebuilt. In fact, the Urban Art 
Commission has already permiKcd 
raising the height of the National 
Stadium, provided the frontage is 
not diastically disturbed. The Natio¬ 
nal Stadium at India Gate is living 
history and cannot be tampered with 
bv all and sundry. 

The organising committee had 
once boldly said, when Charan Singh 
was speaking out against the Asian 
Games, that the worst the Govern- 
in#nt could do was njot to give mo¬ 
ney for the Games. The same view 
exists. But admittedly, without Gov- 
eniiiient money, the Games will have 
to be staged on a more modest scale. 
You cannot then think in terms of 
the country’s “prestige”. 

While Montreal prepared for the 
1970 Olympics, there were changes of 
Goveniment there. But the prepara¬ 
tions wore never affected. Olympics 
—and sport—was truly kept above 







rhe oventng ceremony of the last Bangkok Astad 


politics. One is pained to say that it 
is not so in the case of Delhi’s pre¬ 
parations for the 1982 Asiad. Plans 
to stage it were first approved by 
the Government in 1976 when Mrs 
Gandh'i was I*rime Minister. What¬ 
ever else one may have to say of Mr 
Morarji DeSai. he wholebeairt^ly lent- 
hi-i support to the idea when fie 
realised it was an international coni- 
niitinent that the country had entered 
into. But the preparations received 
their wo-rst setback when Mr CJtaran 
Singh called them a ‘luxury we 
could do without’. He would rather 
spend Rs 20 crores on the Rajasthan 
canal. 

Mrs Indira Gandhi’s return was 
welcomed because it was when she 
was Prime Minister that India had 
applied for the Games But with. Rai 
staking its claims and Noida on the 
Delhi-Ul' border also seeking the 
same honour, the issue was reopened 
at the governmental level. 

At one stage, when Mr Oharan 
Singh’s hostile posture was threaten¬ 
ing the Games, the organising com¬ 
mittee. headed bv Mi V. K. Mal- 
hotra, a former Janata MP. declared 
that it would go ahead even If the 
Central Government refused to pro¬ 
vide the money. Mr Malho^ra, whose 
name for the chairmanship of the 
organising committee was proposed 
by Mr Buta Singh, one of the lea¬ 


ding lights of the Congress (f). lost 
his seat in the last Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions. Some people are out to cm 
barrass him. Mr Malholra himself h-as 
maintained a discreet sileho.*. But if 
his presence as chairman of the. 
organising committee can be the 
cause ot Delhi losing the Games, 
then he might offer to resign. 

Who says sport can U' kept away 
from politics? Not once so far has 
the man been <.alled for coicsulta- 
tionb. 

How have the organising ooin- 
nmlec been able to 1 unction so far? 
When Mr H M. Patel wa.s the chair¬ 
man of the steering committee, it j 
received a Rs 5 lakh grant from the 
Centre funds also flowed from the 
Goveinments of Mahara-slitia (R.s 1.7 
Ukiis), Karnataka (Rs 5 lakhs), Ke¬ 
rala (Rs 1 lakh), the Delhi Municipal 
Coiporatioii (lls 3 lakhs) and tne New 
Delhi Municipal (kmimittee (Rs 2 i 
lakhs). 

The Asian Games organising txiiii- 
mittee is housed in the same rooms 
fnmi where Mr De Mello once func- 
tiuned. The committee members and 
the stall had been waiting for the 
Government to tmatly make up its 
mind. They wanted to know wlierc 
exactly they stood. After all any 
decision is better than no decision 
at ail. 


Very soon the new suvring cx>m- 
iiiiltee for Asian Games will be an¬ 
nounced. In lact. even though noth¬ 
ing oflii ially has been told to the 
organising coiiuiirttee, it is taken 
foi granted that the Prime Minister, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi her.sell will be 
heading it To smoolheii the rapport 
between the i^eering and organising 
(.oiiiinitlocs, Iheie might even be 
niiportant changes in the latter. One 
(an tiill it ‘iike--mHided thinking" 
In the «*mbarras.sing guessing game, 
noixxiv who' IS anvlxKlv m Delhi U 
willing to name who will be ca.sual- 
tic; in case the lOA is foiced to 
alter the organising txmiinittee. which 
was fonned when there was a Ja¬ 
nata Government in power in Delhi. 

However, the signs are there for 
everybody to see and form foiiclu- 
sions. One of the new vice-presidents 
ot the lOA is a .young MP in the 
Youth Gongri's.-. kurta-pajama uiii- 
loim called .l.agdisli Tytlcr. Tytler, 
has iK’en indccted as lOA vice-pre¬ 
sident by Uaju Bhalindr-i Singh, who 
say.s. ‘T want more young men like 
him in sport". Men like Tytler, adop¬ 
ted child of the • well-remembered 
sports-loving educationist, the Rev 
J. D. Tytler, arc wanting more im¬ 
portant roles to play. Sure enough, 
they will get them too. 

PIC H.N. SINHA 


15 


Devt Prasad S'mha 





















lOA ELECTIONS 

Patiala rules 
again 

R aja bhalinder singh is 

back as President of the 
Indian Olympic Assodation,, the 
country’s apex sports body. Four 
years ago, he had to resign because 
of the Government guidelines 
which prevent sports office-bearers 
from perpetuating themselves in 
positions of power. The resignation 
then had come after 15 long years 
as lOA President. The Raja had 
taken over the post in 1960 from 
his brother, the late Maharaja 
Yadavindra Singh of Patiala, who 
had to resign when he stepped up 
as President of the All-India Coun- 
at of Sports. But for a four-year 
term, when Air Chief Marshal 
(retd.) O. P. Mehra became Pre- 
rident, the 'lOA has been headed 
by the House of Patiala. 


The Raja’s election was unani¬ 
mous in spite of pre-election intri¬ 
gues indulged by groups in the 
house of about 100 delegates. The 
Raja’s magnetic personality and 
presence won the day. The less 
you talk about the petty intrigues 
the better. They are not sport. 
The lOA election is an on-the-spot 
affair. There are no nominations 
or withdrawal dates before the 
actual election. The atmosphere 
outside the conference room at 
Delhi’s National Stadium is some¬ 
thing like that outside Parliament 
on Budget Day, with people an¬ 
xiously awaiting the outcome 
between peeps through the glas: 
doors. The results are -guessed 
from the clapping of hands heard 
outside. 


The housd adjourned for lb 
minutes after the handsome soft- 
spoken Raja’s election to enable 
him to choose his team of officials. 
This is another practice followed 
to eliminate hard feelings genera¬ 
ted by contests and taking of 
sides in the conference room. The 
15 minutes looked very long be¬ 
cause of the suspense. But it came, 
as no surprise when C. L. Mehta, 
the urbane, silver-haired retired 
Air Vice-Marshal was unanimously 
re-elected honorary secretary— 
good reward for four years of effi¬ 
cient executive duties during 
whidi he kept the lOA office click¬ 
ing. It also makes for continuity, 
^th Raja Bhalindra Singh and 
AVM Mehta will automatically be 
president and secretary of the 
Asian Games Federation. Mehta al- 
naady had been performing the 


duties of AGF Secretary for the 
last 16 months. 

Of the seven vice-presidents, 
only Mr T. Rajagopalachari of 
Andhra Pradesh was re-elected. 
The most warmly greeted appoint¬ 
ment was that of Mr Maidndra 
Datta Ray as life vice-president— 
a recognition of the septuMena- 
rian’s services to sport, 'nieie 
have been only two life vice- 
presidents before him—^the late 
Moinul Haq and A. C. Chatterjee. 


Mr Dutta Ray occupied a front 
seat in his flowing white dhoti. 

Asked what his immediate task 
would be. Raja Bhalindra Sing . 
said it would be preparing for the 
Moscow Olympics in July and 
Asian Games in 1982. He ridiculed 
the boycott moves against the 
Moscow Games,. “The proposed 
rival should be called poUtidans’ 
Games,’’ said the lOA President. 
The Raja is one of India’s two. men 
—^Mr Ashwini Kumar is the other 



jRfljn Bhalinder Singh(centre) coming o^it after being elfcted lOA chief 






Ansdcnts crowd waUitif/ tmlside the National Stcd/tim hall while the elections were, in ‘procfress 


—who are menibers of that exclu¬ 
sive club called the International 
Olympic Committee. 

The last time India won a global 
hockey title wa.s the World Cup 
at Kuala Lumpui- in 1975 under 
the banner of the Indian Olympic 
Association, our hockey fedeiation 
then having been temporarily de¬ 
recognised by the international 
hockey body (FIH). The Raja was 
present then. He might bnng back 
luck to our hockey team. If Pakis¬ 
tan boycott the Moscow Games, 
the Indian team’s chances are 
brightened. But the lOA President 
would rather talk of the Asian 
Games. “I would concentrate on 
players in the 16-18 age group,’" he 
said. If he had his way, that is. 


The lOA President emphasised 
that preparations for hosting the 
Asian Games must start straight¬ 
away. "Work on building the sta¬ 
dia or renovating them must stai t 
in the next 10-15 days, already a 
lot of time has been lost.’’ 


The Raja said the Asian Games 
Technical Committee, of which he 
is himself a member, has done a 
lot of work, regarding securing 
sophisticated equipment etc. "It 
should be immediately followed 
up,” he urged. Only a few days 
ago, a delegation from the Japa¬ 
nese firm of Seiko visited Delhi 
with offers of electronic equip¬ 
ment. but there was little they 
could be shown. 



D. RAHUL 


The Asian Games ... just a signboard outside an office 



Memories of 
another day 

ARIJIT SEN 

'T'PiE DEI.HI IIAI-NOIDA TANGLE 
■■■ oviT the staginfi ot the 1982 
Asian Games was both noisy and un¬ 
savoury. The national trait of blow- 
ioM ew'rythuiK out of proportion be¬ 
came evident as a war of statements 
was waged by political-ladder chm- 
bers. Altogether, it was a row that 
stivngthened the criticism that India’s 
is es.s<;ntially a rabble-based demo¬ 
cracy. However, as always, a com- 
prortii.se lormula emerged, with Noida 
being edged out by the government- 
backed .itflucuce of Rai. This Har¬ 
yana hamlet will shart*. with Delhi the 
glamour of tlie ninth Asiad. 

It is not that the previous Games 
had U^en free i-f controversy. Just 
two-years ago, the staging of the 
eighth Asiad posed a great problem 
to the Asian Games Federation. First 
Singapore, then Pakistan refused to 
play ho.sls after offering to stage the 
Gaines. 

Natuially, the “Swasdee” that the 
electronir scoreboard had flashed in 
Bangkok’s National .Stadium as King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand de¬ 
clared open the eighth Asian Games 
on December 9. 1978, was a very 
grudging welcome. Thai officials had 
injected a lot of warmth into the 
greeting when they hosted the 1966 
and ’70 Asiad.s. But the smile was 
wan and forced in 1978. The country 
did not have the money to finance 
the Games, nor the inclination to 
press into .servia; thousands of 
people, incurring a loss of both time 
and energy. The organising com¬ 
mittee and its various br&nch oflicials 
never let the participants and the 
media forget that they were doing 
the AGF a favour, having taken over 
the Games almost under duress. 

This feeling was so ingrained that 
none of us present in Bangkok escap¬ 
ed the uncomfortable feeling. But 
the Thais were quite forthright in 
their dealings. For example, they 
gave the Arabs royal treatment. 
After all. the Middle Eastern money¬ 
bags had contributed about Bs. 2.25 
crores towards the expenses for the 
Games. All AGF members had been 
asked to help Bangkok in this regard 
and the hosts distributed their kind¬ 
ness according to the contribution 
made by each country. Thus it was 
that Kuwait’s large contingent was 
housed at the plush fully-aircondi- 
tioned Hotel Hama, while Bangladesh 
had to be content with the local 
YM(;A . It is, of course, another 
matter that the deficit—from the 
overall Rs. 2.55 crores budget for the 
Game.s—was more than made up by 
the spectators who thronged the 


National Stadium and the Hua Mark 
Stadium, the other venue, about 15 
km away from the city. 

The 12-day competition also began 
on a tragic note. What was meant to 
be the outstanding spectacle of the 



/'rai/fvfv nmtiied the opening 
cpreniorii/ at Bangkok where two 
j.aratrooifprs died Pir shows one of 
ihpvi londma safeh/ at the main 
slaiiinm 


opening ceremony ended in disaster 
for atlcast two people. Paratroopers 
sprang from helicopters to land in 
the stadium and bow towards the 
king seated in the grandstand. The 
wind carried three parachutists out 
of the stadium precincts and it was 


learnt later that two of them died 
One of the girl paratroopers spratnec 
her ankle on landing. 

More was to follow. One of the 
leading nations in Asian sport were 
not allowed to make the trip. Israel 
were told they were not welcome and 
that it would be impossible to pro 
vide them security guarantees. Among 
the 27 national flags that were 
brought into the marchpast, there 
were two that had single delegates 
walking behind the standasd-bearers. 
While Kampuchea did not send a 
contingent because the country had 
not tilt then seen a ceasefire. Iran 
were forced to pull out at the last 
minute, despite assurances shortly 
before the Games were scheduled to 
begin that they would be present in 
lull strength. 

While Isreal’s absence robbed the 
athletics arena of much glamour, 
Iran, who had done so well in the *74 
Tehran Games, were sorely missed in 
most disciplines, particularly indoors. 
Their absence was sought to be made 
up by the inclusion of Bangladesh, 
but this country cut a very sorry 
figure, not impressing in any field 
at all. 

But Bangladesh were not the only 
ones to have gone back home empty- 
handed. Bahrain, Qatar. Nepal,-Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
also failed to push any of its sports- 
people on to the victory stand. 


Another group that felt empty was 
the 800-strong Press corps. The or¬ 
ganisers should have told us that 
they expected us to be versatile 
sportsmen, with particular aptitude 
in sprinting, wrestling and gymnaa- 
tics. Starting with the jostling in the 
crowded Press stands—where foreig¬ 
ners were relegated to the top tiers 
while the locals were given pride of 
place—^journalists were expected to 
rush through the throngs, down laby¬ 
rinthine stairs, through winding cor¬ 
ridors and again up two flights of 
stairs in an effort to grab one of the 
bare dozen English typewriters avail¬ 
able. There was absolute maytem in 
the information department till well 
into the second week of the meet. 
Also, there was no co-ordination be¬ 
tween Games oflSdais and those look¬ 
ing after the Press, making it ex¬ 
tremely difficult for reporters to get 
through to the organisers. 

The unpleasant memories do, of 
course, mingle with happier ones. 
One cannot forget the warm smiles 
that were freely distributed, even if 
the problems had no solutions. Again, 
courtesy never flagged. And one .lust 
has to compliment the technical com¬ 
petence of the officials conducting 
the actual events. 


The foregoing was a trip back to 
highlight the drawbacks, so that Delhi 
and I\ai could do a better job. One 
can only hope that officiousness will 
not ultimately ruin the ninth Asian 
Gaines. 




THI'. LAST ASIAD — India’s Swresh Babv, long jump gold-medallist, on Chen Uskm-Hsia of China iffho broke 
the Victory stand with two other mod a I-winners the world record in the women’s high 













THE mm WE DHTH TBET TO SEE 


MICHAEL MEL FORD prof ties 
South African all-rounder 
EDDIE BARLOW 

{? SOUTH AFRICA HAD REMALV 
1 ed m Test cricket their captain 
for much of the 1970's would un¬ 
doubtedly have been Eddie Barlow. 
.\ great enthusiast, he was for a 
time probably the best all-rounder in 
the world and ho also had outstand¬ 
ing success in his two main ventures 
as captain of Western Province and 
Derbv shire 

When I tirst saw him. on a private 
tour of England in 1961. he already 
had a reputation both as a promising 
all round cricketer and as a centre 
three-quarter m top class rugbv 
football Of medium height and 
sturdy frame he was certainly well 
built lor the latter game, though he 
did not plav it much subsequently as 
his success developed on the cricket 
held He was not flattered by the 
nickname "Bunter” given him be 
Cause with his round face and glasses 
he bore some slight resemblance to 
the fat boy of schoolboy fiction^ Billv 
Bunter 

He made 40 or over fiye times in 
his first Test series against New 


Zealand in the following South 
African season but it was two years 
later that, with Graeme Pollodt^ he 
burst on the Test scene during South 
Africa’s tour of Australia in 1963-64. 
For relatively unknown opening bats¬ 
man it was an astonishing perfor¬ 
mance to come to Australia where 
standards were thought to be high at 
the time and to average 65 in all 
first-class matches in Australia and 
.\ew Zealand and 75 in Tests against 
.Australia. He made three Test cen¬ 
turies in Australia including 201 in 
.Adelaide. 

On the bounev Australian pitches 
he tut and carved with an uncon¬ 
ventional effectiveness and scored his 
lun-, at a faster pace than in later 
vears when he settled down as a 
!c.sponsible opening batsman in a 
■iide of growing talent He was not 
then the clever schem.ing bowler of 
later years, but already he was 
showing the extraordinary flair for 
turning the game with two or three 
wickets in a few balls. This happen¬ 
ed in Adelaide where, having made 
his 201. he took three wickets for six 
runs towards the end of the 
fourth day when Australia were 
looking capable of saving the match 


which earned many catches off m'v- 
hooks because it was faster than *fae 
batsmen expected. Mostly, however, 
be bowled a bustling fast-me^um 
pace and swung the ball on a full 
length. Ln 1970 at HeadingIe.Y, where 
the ball swings more readily than on 
mo.st grounds. This earned him 12 
wickets and a hat-trick for the Rest 
of the World dgainst England. On 
being asked if it was his first hat- 
trick he laughed and said that he 
had never even seen one before. It 
was a mea.sure of his ability that in 
that star-studded side led by Gary 
Sobers. Barlow made two 100s in 
the series and headed the bowling 
averages with 20 wickets at 19 apiece. 

As a batsman in 1964-65 when 1 
first saw him regularly, he had been 
sound, resolute and reliable. Less 
vigorous than in Australia but with 
an occasional full blooded straight 
drive which hinted at what he could 
do if the situation called for all-out 
attack. 

His flair for changing the course 
of a match in a few balls was not 
entirety born of inspiration, though 
that had a lot to do with it. The 
last thing that a batsman wants when 
he first c»mes m is a swinging yorker 
but that is what he usually received 


He could bowl a good bouncer 

Playing for the Rest of the World against England at Leeds in 1970, South African Barry Ridtards takes a 
smart catch to dismiss Basil d'Oliveira off Mike Procter. Two other South African greats, Graeme PoUodt and 
Eddie Barlow are at second and first sliv, resvecttvelu. 





{wo former Test cireats Eddie Barlow ‘howhng) and Bohan Kanhai <rre 
seen playmq (or their respective counti^'s, Ik^rhushtre and Wamnekshire, 


nriA 




from Barlow. I can remember fan 
Chappell being tvvice out for nought 
to a full length ball from Barlow 
When It happened for the secooci 
time and Barlow had taken three 
vital wickets in a tew minutes ttie 
thunderous roar at the end of hi' 
over was unlike any ovation which 1 
have ever heard a bowler recvMve 
before or since. That was in Johan¬ 
nesburg In the previou. Test in 
Durban on a perfect pitch Barlow , 
h.id removed Lawrv. Chappell and 
Walters in 10 balls in the first innings 
In the second innings he took three 
more wickets in quick succession. In 
later years English bowlers would 
start by giving Ian Chappell some¬ 
thing to hook—on the theorv that he 
was a compulsive hookei who was 
vulnerable earlv m an innmgs when 
atte'mpting the stroke. It alwavs 
seemed to me a crude and less effec¬ 
tive alternative to Barlow s method. 

\ ’'Er HIGH CI^-\SS BOWLER AND 
batsman though he was, he was 
in mv opinion relativelv more out- 
-tanding as a slip In later vears he 
Wiic fallible but in his hev-dav it vva.- 
unihinkable that he would drop anv- 
thing at first slip and his example 
in-pired the others. In the series ot 
four matches against Australia in 
1969-70 he took eight catches, five off 
Mike Procter who was at his fa.t“st 
then. For one forced to wear glasses 
.mcl 'ater contact lenses Barlow’, re¬ 
flexes and earlv .sighting of the ball 
w--!i- incredible Of all the slip 
( ttchor'- I have teen I believe that in 
hi.'- hev-dav he was the best 
Whether batting bowling or field 
ing he vvaj a world-class cruketer 
fur nianv vearj but to main his 

'P-'Cial qualitv was his enthusiasro 
and hiS abilitv to instil it into 
others He believed passionateh in 
pr.ictice and phjsical fitness Two 
example:- of his own bubbling keen¬ 
ness come to mind both in 1966-67 
again.st Australia The first was in a 
tie.ik incident in Duiban of which I 
have never seen the like .A fast 
ball kept unexpectedh low beat the 
Xii'tralian batsman and hit the 
wicketkeeper standing back on the 
Boot. 

From there it leapt 20 feet in tie 
air above the slips and the batsmen 
set off to run what looked like a 
comfortable bve Most fielders would 
not have thought of doing other than 
catch the ball but Barlow, edging 
back from first slip caught it right 
handed above his head and. rather 
like a tennis player serving, in the 
same movement threw down the 
stumps to run out the non-striker. Ian 
Chappell. 

In the’ last Test match of that 
srme series in Port Elizabeth. South 
Africa lost the toss and faced the 
prospect of a long struggle to break 
the redoubtable opening partnership 
of Bobby Simpson and Bill Lawry. 
I.awry in those days, seemed td a 
permanent fixture. In the previous 
year in Australia Mike Smith's Eng¬ 
land side had bowled at him for over 
30 hours with little reward. But jn 


Pori Elizabeth, Simpson turned the 
ti'th ball of the match iust behind 
square-leg. apparentlv for four. R 
was pursued from shortleg bv Du 
1*1 cez but Barlow, from first .slip 
'.it'^^d after him. doubtless realising 
th.it the outfield was slower than 
mo.st and would stop the ball before it 
reached the boundarv Du Preez sav¬ 
ed a fraction of a second by flicking 
the ball back to Barlow who threw 
in flat fast and accurateh just above 
the stump.s to the wicketkeeper 
Lawry was surprised while taking a 
tliiid run which had looked reason- 
.ible enough and was run out before 
leceiving a ball. Once again an im¬ 
portant wicket had been taken 
through Barlow s enterpn<v and South 
.\lnca w’ent on to win the match and 
the serie> 3-1 

Barlow worked in the wine trade 
but he al.'O became a talented coach 
at Stellenbosch University and for 
We.stern Province whom, during a re¬ 
cord reign of 63 matches as captain, 
he turned into a Currie Cup-winning 
.vide He had previouslv plaved for 
the Transvaal and Eastern Province 

Fventu.ill’. in 1976 he came to 
England to plav for Derbyshire In 
the past several Counties had wanted 
him but business and famil.v in¬ 
terests had kept him at home. He 
had. however, had experience of 
English cricket on two official tours 
several private ones antf long ago in 
1964 in the Lancashire League when, 
playing for Accrington, he was the 
league’s most successful batsman. 

Now he came to Derbyshire on a 
three-vear contract at a time when 
manv‘thought he was past his ^t 
To some extent they may have been 


.ight Without topclass competition 
in Test cricket he had lost a little of 
Ills sharpne.ss But his enthusiasm 
lemained an<i this proved of more 
value to .1 voung and not vtiv strong 
Derbv shire side than anv amount ot 
runs and wickets could have done 

After a month ot the 1976 season 
Bob lavlor gladlv handed o\er the 
captamcv to him anj Barlow began 
a reign which made ordinarv plavers 
bettei than thev thought thev were 
He has alwavs given IdO pei cent in 
I anv job which he tackled and he at 
once involved himself deeplv in 
I Derbvsinre's affairs I went to see 
i him one dav at Lord's when thev 
i were plajing. Middlesex Eddie apo- 
I loaised for not coming up to the 
1 I’ress box saving “We didn’t bat well 
I ihi' morning I've got to stav here 
I arid >ort it out ’ I doubt if he 
missed a ball 

His prize protege was Geoff Miller 
who in a disappcjinting season in 
197j before Barlow ailived had not 
even held a regular place m the .side 
His new captain took him on one side 
' X ou must realist-' he said "'that vou 
are a better plavei than the others, 
good enough to plav for England. 
Think of vourself m those terms" 
He raised Miller to number four in 
the batting order, gave him a lot 
more bowling and was rewarded with 
both bat and ball. Bv the eno of the 
season Miller was in the England 
Test team. 

!so after three seasons Edgar Jota 
Barlow went home to South Africa 
having added another chapter to 
what was a remarkablv full career 
even if it had lacked the fulfilment 
which Test cricket in the 1970s would 
have brought to it. _ — 









Book Review 


Thommo 
speaks out 

THOMMO by David Frith, foreword 
by Dt-nnis Lillee {Angus ft 
Robertson 


cro'5€d in his final effort to join the 
Packer goid-rush 

Getting the Thommo story down 
on paper ..warts and swearwords and 
all was not an easy journalistic 
operation. David Frith did it hy 
ptT'.uadtng Thommo to say what he 
wanted into a tape-recorder and then, 
after du;>ting off some of the more 
basic words, buildini? the full story 
round it. So. insist.s the author, ‘the 
words attributed to Thommo in this 
book are his, and there are tape re¬ 
cordings to prove it.’ And. like him 
or loathe him. the full fruity, basic 
flavour of this remaikable if not 
lovable character screams through. 


Review by CRAWFORD WHITE 

A t slTtALlAN FAST BOWLF.U 
let! Thonison isn't '.he iiiO't 
|('v,iblc (iiaiadi'r nicket ha.s ever 
thrown up .^nd hi- doesn't trv to 
hide 111 ,- iait as he tells his own stoiv 
to ll.nnl Frith in the l.itest loueh 
loii-li .md biiil.ilh trank spoiling 
book ot the rear binipK cnlitle<l 
l/i. inruii. It < lamis to hi’ the -.toiv ot 
"he world s fastest bowler .\nd -'s 
one vvho saw him explode onto the 
Test sreiie and utteilj destiov Miki- 
Deniies.s's Liigland side m Austiaha 
in 1974 Tb I woukint jigue with that 
dost 1 iption 

(u that trac.Ls he tl.’pk .>.1 wickets 
.in -t*.! Tests, broke bone after bone 
along the wav. and Englan<i weie 
demolished -t-l I have covered close 
on 300 Tests around the world in 
the la.st .30odd \ears and I haven't 
sec u aiiv man who could produce 
quite such 4 lethal-looking bouncTC 
or who could make the ball kick so 
d.mgerouslv off so full a length it 
is title that Thommo had the diciest 
sequence ol wickrts I have evei .seen 
in Australia to help him on that 
oc'casion but, bv heaven-- he w.is fast 
and nastv and he and Dennis Lillee 
would have destroved anv te.ini on 
earth on the form -thev produced 


First a peep at our lover-bov 
Thommo. .as set out in the author’s 
introduction : Tn the mid-Seventies’ 
wiites Frith, 'he was busy not onlv 
mowing down Poms but mowing down 
terna.c•^ .i^ well Melbiu.ne J'rull. 
in Febiuary 1975 rated him cricket's 
.-M\m Purple, quoting him as saving 
on tour. I often get hold of a 
bird 01 two...I\e taken out some 
real dolls, like beach beauties and 
models They're the best ’ 



And if you want anv tiuther 
evidence of his being the lastest in 
the bii.siness. the record.s show that 
Thommo won M.OOO for sheer spe-d 
.;nd an extra $1,000 for being the 
most accurate in a special contest 
before the high-speed cameias in 
Perth two veal's ago Hi.s computer 
checked speed of 91 86 mph left .such 
famous contenders as Lillee Holding. 
Roberts, Daniel Imran, Le Roux, 
Croft Pasaie Procter and Hadlee 
well behind. 


A gnost-writer. naa mm saying : 
‘I don't try to be Joe Blow the super- 
, stud — It just happens.’ And later • 
’Still thev came, all shapes and sires 
with just one thing in common—thev 
wanted my body.’ Author Frith 
hastens to add that all this has now 
changed. ‘Thommo married one of 
those pretty models. Cheryl Wilson 
In December 1976. He couldn’t re¬ 
call the church in Brisbane but says 
It was opposite the Valley Police 
Station.’ 


But this book is the storv of 
Thommo the mam the TeiTor. the 
Rebel, the outdoor surf-loving, chip- 
on-the-.shouWer boyo incessantly 
driven, he says, bv a compulsion to 
be the best and fa-stest bowler in 
■Test crirket—vet one who hates the 
luthorities and conformities essential 
in the game .and the binding con¬ 
tracts inseparable from the money- 
grabbing now so much part of it. 

He even fetched up in a massive- 
court artion when be got the wires 
of his contractual obligations badly 


And now a peep at Thommo the 
Terror. Talking of some of his 
hairier moments in Sydney grade 
cricket he exclaims: ‘Some of the in¬ 
juries ! One of the worst was the son 
of the late Reg Ledwidge, the Test 
umpire. I’d really snapped and I 
was out to show people what I was 
made of. It wasn’t actually a boun¬ 
cer, but it was bloody fast and it 
smashed him straight in the eye. It 
was frightening to see this bloke 
just screaming and shaking, and 
the pitch was splattered with blood 
as it poured through bis fingers. He 


was in the intensive-care unit for a 
week. Like so many blokes, he just 
hadn’t had time to move out of the 
way of the ball. I never let this sort 
of thing put me off. This is mv 
aggression. The batsman’s got a bat 
...I don’t mean to bit him.’ 

About that time, he confides ; ’I 
had five years of getting wickets ajid 
breaking bones and upsetting cap¬ 
tains and scaring Christ out of every¬ 
one that ever walked onto our parti¬ 
cular cricket field in Sydney—but not 
making the New South Wales side. 
1 don't regret it. I do what 1 feel 
like doing as 1 'feel like doing it— 
and always have done. When the 
time came for me to straighten out, 
when I was made vice-captain of 
Australia during the 1977-78 season. 
I changed appieciablv then ,I think 
I performed mv vice-captaincv duties 
pretty well.' 

All the problem of his famous 10- 
year contract for an alleged S 633.000 
with the Brisbane Radio Station 41? 
and the S 660 a month he laid out 
for a Dino Ferrari motor cat to pro¬ 
ject his image are revealed at length. 
There are also references to the time 
he so nearlv signed for Lancashire at 
£ 15,000 a season in 1978 

But the most astonishing of all the 
revelations in this book is that of 
the backstage intrigue that went on 
when the Australian Board were trv- 
ing to stop him from going over to 
Packer in 1978 

‘Would you believe,’ he writes, 'I 
had a phone call (his solicitor Frank 
Gardiner did too) from somebody 
saying he was speaking for the Aus¬ 
tralian Cncket Board, and that they'd 
make me Test Captain if I staved 
away trom Packer Cncket. "Hie 
other part of the deal was that Steve 
Rixon would be out as wicket-keeper 
and Simmo would be dropped. I’d 
be captain—not that I wanted to be, 
An> changes that I wanted would be 
done, and Queensland players would 
be in, like John Maclean as wicket¬ 
keeper, and Cary Cosier and Geoff 
Dymock and Phil Carlson Diaboli¬ 
cal. How could you trust anvbodv 
involved in that kind of intrigue? It 
was denied, of course, but it’s abso¬ 
lutely true.' 

Thommo was finally sued bv the 
Board and was banned from making 
his move to Packer for a full season. 

Throughout his story Thommo in¬ 
sists that bis constant motivation in 
cricket, whether as rebel, terror or 
conformist, has been to be the best. 
Always the best. Regardless. 

I wonder if he will still be that and. 
at 30, make the Aussie side for this 
year’s historic Cornbill Centenary 
Test, England vs. Australia at Lord’s? 
Will the givaat duo of Lillee and 

Thommo.the most lethal surely 

since Lindwall and Miller were at- 
large...be together for just one more 
blasting operation against the Pom$? 
It would certainly pack Lord’s if they 
were. 

(Courtesy Wisden Cncket Monthly) 




Those were the days 


My best>ever 
bowling stint 

JIM LAKER, regretting having 
missed the Golden Jubilee 
Test, recalls his solitary appea¬ 
rance in Bombay m an unoffi¬ 
cial Test in 1950-51 which he 
feels was. apart from Man¬ 
chester in 1956. one of the 
more memorable events m his 
career. 

Il^LE I NEVER HAD ANY WISH 
VV to be involved with or even be 
present at the recent shambles in 
Australia, I was sorry to have miss¬ 
ed Bombay’s Golden Jubilee Test 
match. My solitary appearance in a 
Bombay Test’ (and an unofficial one 
at that) was. apart from Manchester 
m 1956 one of the more memorable 
eyents in my career. Our victory at 
Brabourne Stadium on that J950-51 
tour was also by a margin of 10 
wickets, but there ends any further 
comparison with the recent win by 
Both.rm and Taylor over India. 

It was the year that Fredde- 
Brown’s side set sail for Australia, 
and mv omission from that side pos¬ 
sibly aggrieved me more than it did 
Fhil Eomonds on his more recent 
exclusion. Apparently m\ 166 wic¬ 
kets at 15 apiece had lelt the selec¬ 
tors unmoved, so when George Duck¬ 
worth invited me to tour India with 


his Commonwealth side I accepted 
by return. 

If ever there was a one-man band 
it was ‘Duckie’. He selected his own 
side and arranged the whole tour 
from his front parlour in Warring¬ 
ton, including a full itinerary and com¬ 
plete travel arrangements. From 
Tilbury onwards he was manager 
paymaster, journalist, scorer if neces- 
sarj, and father cxinfessor to a fair 
cross-section of .some of the finest 
cricketers in the business. These 
days It would take 20 men to accom¬ 
plish the tasks that Geoige took in 
his stride as he paraded the length 
and breadth of that great continent 
with his long shorts having seen bet 
ter days and his half-moon spectacles 
perched on the end of his nose. 

It was a nice touch that he asked 
his old friend and erstwliile rival Les 
Ames to skipjier the side, He pei 
suaded the great Frank Worrell to 
tour as yicc-captain and produced 
three of the finest English stioke- 
players in Gimbh-tt. Lmmett and 
Fishlock to delight the vast Indian 
crowds. Shrewd i nough to appre¬ 
ciate that England had erred also in 
leaving John Ikin br-hind, be was 
quick to snap him up. and the Lan 
cashire left-hander was an outstand¬ 
ing success. 

What a trio of spinners I had to 
contend with Bruce Oooland. argu¬ 
ably the best leg-spinnei in the world, 
George Tube, tornfortablv the finest 
bowler of 'chinamen' in first-class 
cricket; and Sonny Bamadhin. who 
had just taken 135 English wickets 
at a paltry 14. Three of England’s 
best seam bowlers, Les Jackson, 
Derek Shackleton and Fred Ridg- 


way, shared the neyy ball with Frank 
Worrell. Wicket-keepers Dick Spooner 
and Alf Barlow joined another fine 
all-rounder in Ken Grieses to com¬ 
plete the party. 

In all, 27 matche- iiicluding five 
unofficial ‘Tests' were plaved and not 
surprisingly the -ide remained un¬ 
beaten. Without a doubt it was the 
finest side with which 1 eyer plaved. 

N aturally ihere were a 

few moans and groans Luxury- 
hotels were nonexistent. The room 
John Ikin and I shared in Baroda 
had. it seemed, been previously occu¬ 
pied by a couple ot huge monkeys, 
whom we disturbed, much tc the 
annoyance of the birds nesting in a 
broken-dow'n chandelier. Air-condi¬ 
tioning meant holes in the mosquito 
nets, and two days and nights in u 
second-class train compartment are 
memories best forgotten 

Interminable tea parties were the 
Older of the day—until comedian Alt 
Barlow hit on a solution. He foimed 
us into the Commonwealth choir, 
with an amusing selection of bawdy 
lyrics yshich inyariably brought the 
proceedings to a rapid conclusion. 
Only once did it fail, when several 
of the guests began to join in. (Juick 
as a flash Alf responded thus . 'And 
in conclusion we will now render just 
one verse of Jesus lover of our soul 
and then, if you don’t mind, we’ll 
b.off!’ 

Total piohibition reigned in Bombay 
province but at least the lemonade 
was never as flat as the pitch at 
Brabourne Stadium once the early- 
morning greenest had disappeared. 

Worrell, Ikin, Grieves and Spooner 
all made half-centuries in building a 
substantial first-innings load, but 
India fought back in splendid fashion. 
Merchant (62). Hazare (115) and 
Umrigar (130) revelled on the easy 
paced pitch. 

I would totally agree that neither 
I nor any of mv colleagues ever re¬ 
ached the same peak ot fitness as- 
soaated with our present side. Still 
with a temperature in the nineties 
and humidity at a similar mark, I 
did get through 50 overs in a single 
day and completed 65 overs in the 
innings to finish with 5 for 88. This 
I have always believed to be mv best- 
ever spell of bowling. Like Boycott 
and Gooch, Girablett and Ikin knock¬ 
ed off the required runs foi a 10- 
wicket margin, but I rather suspect 
that Gimblett’s approach was some¬ 
what different to the Yorkshireraan’s. 

I Phadkar, of similar pace to Mike 
i Hendrick, opened with eight close- 
catchers and the very first ball was 
deposited first bounce, inches in front 
of the sightscreen. 

Sadly, from that encounter Mankad, 
Worrell, Emmett and Gimblett are 
no longer with us but no-one more 
than Harold Girobfett would have 
acclaimed that superlative perform¬ 
ance of bis own Ian Botham thirtv 
yean on. 

(CouilMy Wiidan CiicSet Wonihly) 
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Th4> star-studded Commonwealth team that toured India in 1950-51. From 
left (Standing) : Alf Barlow, Fred Hidgway, Dick Spooner, John Ikin, 
Derek Shackleton, Les Jackson, Jim Laker, Ken Grieves, George Emmett, 
Sonny Ramadhin. (Seated) ; Bruce Dooland. George Tribe, George 
Duikworth (manager), Les Ames (cnplatn). Frank Worrell, Laurie 
Fishinrk and Harold Gimblett. 













'THOUGH THE ACTUAL 
* 'practice' has started 
some time back, the Bengali 
New Year’s Day is taken as 
the official start of the foot¬ 
ball season in Calcutta. The 
officials of the respective 
clubs realise the need of 
supernatural powers (and 
what better aid can they 
get from anywhere than 
from the Almighty?) and so 
the Maidan bosses — Mo- 
hun Bagan and East Bengal 
— along with the smaller 
fries, make it a point tc 
seek His blessings before 
embarking on their seasonal 
battle for supremacy. What 
is commonly known as 
‘Goal, post pooja’ is under¬ 
taken with a great deal of 
ritualistic observances. 

First head Pundits arc 
told to find out the most 
auspicious ’muhurth’. Then, 
brahmin pundits, clad in 
full pooja attire, face the 
rising sun while invoking 
the blessings of (Jod. The 
prayers end with a streak of 
vermilion being spread on 
the goal posts. Officials, 
players and fans crowd 
.around the post to get a 
Ishare of the blessipgs and 
the sweets offered to God. 

On April 14 this year all 
this was performed on the 
East Bengal ground at 8.00 
a.m. There were thousands 
who bad come to see the 
ceremony and the practice 
that followed. Immediately 
after the pooja, (in the pre¬ 
sence of captain Satyajit 
Mitra) coach P. K. Banerjee 
wanted to get down to the 
business of practice. Bpt 




•May God blesf t/ou’— the pundit seems to say to Satyajit 


the crowds swarmed the a young player, encourage 
ground. It took a bit of him and he’ll one day don 

theatrics — the "I’m count- India colours. All the 

ing ten” variety — to herd players are good and they 
the swarming fans on to the all need your encourage- 
gallerics. Then there was ment”. But in spite of all 
the general introduction of this, the player who receiv- 

the players — a few quips ed the most cheers was Ma- 

— ‘‘Why don’t you cheer |id Baskar their new recruit 

Dilip Pal the way you cheer from the Alig irh Muslim 

Habib. They are all equal University. During the 

to me. So what if Dilip is practice that followed after¬ 



wards, again Majid Baakar .4 
was the darllttg of the 
crowd. The crowd raved 
over his prowess and some £ 
were very optimistic that he 4 
would be able to perform 
well in the forthcoming sea- "■ 
son. 

While all this was going ; 
on at the East Bengal 
ground, the crowd that had 
gathered at the adjacent '/ 
Mobun Bagan ground were > 
waiting, though impatiently, 
for the pooja to start. The 
Pundit had fixed the au^i- 
cious ‘muhurth’ at 10 a.m. 
but the supporters did not 
know this and had come 
very eariy. They were get¬ 
ting restless and when the 
Mohun Bagan players enter¬ 
ed the crowd led by their 
coach Aroon Ghosh there 
was a tremendous cheer. 
The rites were performed 
duly (in the presence of 
captain Compton Dutta) but 
a slightly discordant note - 
was struck by the absence of 
Pratap Ghosh, Shyamal Ba¬ 
nerjee. Pradip Choudhury, 
Kesto Mitra, Raiijit Mukher- 
lee, Ulganathan and Munish 
Manna. The people that 
had gathered there that day 
waited eagerly to watra 
Francis D'Souza in actiob j 
He did not disappoint them. { 


In sharp contrast to these 
two clubs, the third Boss of 
the madian — Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting — did not 
even have practice on tha' 
day. Perhaps they were 
too fatigued after their ex< 
bibition match the previouL 
day at Krishnanagar (they 
beat a local outfit 2-0, Shah 
bir Ali scoring both thi 
goals), but that is no excuse 
since Mohun Bagan pla.v 
ed an exhibition matdh; 
at Kharagpur (they defeat¬ 
ed a team comprised Ca 
cutta players 2-0, Fraud: 
D’Souza and Shpmal Ba 
nerjee being the scorers, 
and they had come to prao, 
tice. The Mohammedan 
Sporting ground bore a dej 
solate look, with the How; 
rah Union (a club whidi 
shares the ground witq 
Mohammedan Sporting 
players practising. 


But it was not roses al 
the way on the New Year's 
Day. After the East Ben 
gal players had fim'shec 
practising, their supporter 
were involved in a clad 
with the Mphun Bagan sup 
porters. There were heatei 
exchange of words, whid 
gave way to brick-bats am 
then sticks came to the foH 
At least IS boys were injtu 
ed in the clash before th 
police came to disperse th' 
crowd. 




News: National 


SUB JUNIOR NATIONALS 

A colourful 
start 

U TTAR PRADESH BECAME THE 
fint team to qualify for the 
semi-final, from Group ‘D’, compris¬ 
ing Uttar Pradesh, Bengal and Rajas¬ 
than. In the second match, against 
Rajasthan, the U.P. boys displayed 
their true potentials and simply ran 
over the opponents, notching up a 
convincing 4-0 victory. The boy res¬ 
ponsible for their victory is none 
other than Snehangshu Gupta, a Ben¬ 
gali now settled in Lucknow. He 
scored the fourth goal, was the brain 
behind all the moves and was instru¬ 
mental in paving the way for ano¬ 
ther. H. C. Punetha and Shivendra 
Kumar Shah (2) being the other 
scorers. Another player who caugbt 
the eye was the Uttar Pradesh skip- 



The ‘mini’ players enter the field on the inavffuratum day 



? per and deep defender Rajinder 
Singh Bisht who was all over the 
field, helping the forwards when 
needed dnd coming back to help the 
defenders when the opponents were 
on the rampage. 

A last-minute goal by H. C. Pune¬ 
tha of Uttar Pradesh in the opening 
tie of the championship against hosts 
Bengal caused the first upset of the 
tournament. It was a mediocre game 
in which neither team could gain any 
territorial supremacy and where the 
game tended to be confined in the 
mid-field. In the initial stages both 
the teams tended to be suffering 
from nervousness and none could 
play to their potential Bengal start¬ 
ed with a bang in the second half 
and could have gone into the lead if 
Jit Singh had not saved what was a 
sure goal right from the goal-line 
after the custodian was beaten by 
the flight of a corner kick. But that 
was not to be and the Uttar Prade^ 
boys gradually settled down and 
started attadting the Bengal citadel 
but the Bengal custodian, also their 
captain. Pradip Hore, saved at least 
two or three goals. But fur the goal 
that Bengal let in, he was to be 
blamed. He came out of his charge 
and instead*' of kicking the, ball out 
of play, pushed it mildiy and Sneh¬ 
angshu Gupta, lying handy pa^d the 
ball to Punetha who placed it into the 
open net. 

In what was another major upMt, 
Himachal Pradesh beat the fancied 
Andhra Pradesh team 1-0. The 
Andhra boys were bll over their 
opponents and a margin of four to 
five goals in their fayour would sot 
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The UP captain, Rajinder Bisht clears the ball frpm the head ol a 
Bengal forward 


failed to score from point-blank 
range, the ones to blame being Raiu 
and Richards, both of whom missed 
several chances. The whole game 
was confined to the penalty box of 
Himachal Pradesh but, in a freak 
move Vipan Kumar scored after 
beating the Andhra defenders, all of 
whom were in a straight line, bv 
sheer spoed. That was in the initial 
minute of the first half and for the 
rest of the match, the Himachal 
boys were busy defending their cita¬ 
del. But, in spite of getting umpteen 
chances, the Andhra boys failed to 
score. 

S EVEN TEAMS, INCLUDING 
hosts Bengal bringing up the 
rear, participated in the inauguration 
of the fourth . sub-junior National 
football at the Mohanimedan Sport¬ 
ing ground. Each team’s placard- 
tearers — all sub-teen girls dressed 
in the traditional dress of the res¬ 
pective States injected colour In the 
proceedings. 

Before the players entered the 
arena, there was a “mini” football 
match with a “mini" referee, lines¬ 
men, playerg and managers (clad in 


dhoti, the traditional Bengali dress). 
The average age of these boys wa« 
10. When the referee blew the 
whistle, there was just one shot at 
the ball and then the entire squad 
froze. 

After the marchpast, where the 
players and officials were dressed in 
track-suits supplied by the IFA (the 
first time any State organisation has 
given something to all participants 
to encourage them), some of the 
senior players of yesteryear were In¬ 
troduced to the junior players. It 
was no doubt a worthy event, but 
the way the senior players were 
called left a bad taste. The man on 
the microphone, in the beginning, 
called the two seniormost players, 
Umapati Kumar and T. (Bagha) 
Shome, but after that he appeared 
to be more conscious to call the foot¬ 
ballers of the late 50s and 60s than 
the footballers of the 30s. many of 
whom were Olympians. Even he 
was not sure of their background 
and sometimes gave wrong infor,na- 
tion. The inauguration ended with 
a display of fireworks. 

SARAJIT DEB, Calcutta 


I WEST BENGAL BADMINTON 

i Players battle 
with officials 


O N SEPTEMBETR, 22, 1934, A 

group of badminton lovers met 
at Calcutta to form a parent body. 
The All-India Badminton Associa¬ 
tion was born which later changed 
its name to Badminton Association 
of India. Those enthusiasts might 
have lacked the resources and pro¬ 
per planning, but not the sincere 
love for the game. They organised 
the National Championships in the 
city for three consecutive years. 

In fact, till independence, bad¬ 
minton in India was dominated by 
Bengal and Punjab. Bombay took 
over the control afterwards and 
more recently the Southern States 
arc coming of their owri. ' But Ben¬ 
gal. the pioneer in Indian badmin¬ 
ton. never regained her lost glory. 

Many factors are responsible for 
the eclipse of this once-popular 
game in the State. Most crucial of 
all. undoubtedly, is that no sincere 
effort has been made to popularise 
badminton further in West Bengal. 
It is really unfortunate that the 
West Bengal Badminton Associa¬ 
tion, the governing body for the 
game in the State, is yet to cons- 
tnict a covered court, which is a 
must for the promotion of the game. 
Nor do the players of this State get 
sufficient patronisation from the 
a.ssociation 

Worst of all, a war—sometijnM 
cold and sometimes hot—ha.s been 
continuing for a long betweeri the 
association and the Badminton 
Players’ Association of West Bengal 
which, in fact, hampering the game 
in the State. The WBBA complains 
that a handful of players and inte¬ 
rested per.ions. under the banner of 
BPA (WB) are misguiding the 
players, the Press and the badmin¬ 
ton-lovers and trying to ridicule 
the State association in all pOss'ble 
manners. These players also try 
to humiliate the various tournament 
organisers. The nlavers’ associa¬ 
tion, on the other hand, denies the 
charges and complain that the bad¬ 
minton in the State ha* been run 
by a inefficient body the members 
of which are more interested In 
their personal benefit than the pro¬ 
motion of th«> game 
The hot-and-cold war between 
the WBBA and the BPA (WB) 
reached its climax during the laat 
State Championships which was 
scheduled to be held from March 
1' to 16, but could not at all take 
place. The players’ association 
oreanised a boycott on the sche¬ 
duled opening day complaining that 
the players were not nroreriy tii- 
formed and the present meet was 


a ‘farce’. 

The WBBA called on a Press 
conference immediately after that__ 
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In which they informed that the 
entire council of the association 
was itoing to resign in protest 
against the alleged misbehaviour of 
a section of players. However, the 
general body, later refused to ac¬ 
cept their en-maiMe resignation. 

According to the State associa¬ 
tion secretary, Mr Ramanul Ray, 
as long back as on December 25, 
1979, all the affiliated units and the 
players were informed that the 
State meet would be held from 
March 11 to 16, 1980, at Raiganj, 
the entries for which should be 
submitted at least seven days be¬ 
fore the scheduled start. 

Mr Ray then .said : “Suddenly, 
the West Dinajpur Badminton 
A.ssociation, the hosts, expressed 
their inability to hold the cham¬ 
pionships on the scheduled dates 
and wanted to postpone the same 
till May, 1980. But as per the cons¬ 
titution of the association the year 
concludes on March 31, and the 
aforesaid dates having been ap¬ 
proved by the BAI, we dec.ded to 
hold the meet on the pre¬ 
announced dates at Calcutta. 

“On February 26, 1980, we verb¬ 
ally informed the players of the 
change of venue. But despite our 
best efforts, it took some time to get 
the permission from the State Gov¬ 
ernment to hold the championships 
at Khudiram Anusilan Kendra. But 
Rs soon as we got the permission 
(on March 8) we informed the 
players accordingly, and the units 
that the State meet would be held 
on the scheduled dates—but at 
Calcutta instead of Raigan]. We 
also extended the date of closing 
*he entires till March 10. 

"On March 10, 1080, w e re ceived 
a letter from the BPA (WB) sec- 
•-ctary requesting us to postpone 
the me.et for at least three weeks. 
We replied to the letter the same 
day saying that was not possible. 
Players from the various districts 
came to participate in the State 
Championships but they, along with 
the officials, were not allow^ to 
enter the Khudiram Anushilan 
Kendra, the venue, by g section of 
the players and hence the State 
meet could not be held.” 

“Yes, we did organise the boy¬ 
cott,’’ said the players’ association 
'•epresentatives, "We cons dered it a 
farce." They, then, showed me a 
memorandum signed by 75 leading 
players of the State who were 
against the holding of the meet on 
the aforesaid dates. "We were never 
properly informed," the BPA tWB) 
men claimed. “We had bron told 
by a prominent WBBA official that 
ffie State Championships were going 
to be held at Bolpur from March 
26. But suddenly from the da lies 
of March 9 we came to know that 
the tourney was going to take p'ace 
in Calcutta from March 11. We re¬ 
quested the association to postpone 
it for at least three weeks. But 
they turned down our request." 

"But have you been at the Khu¬ 
diram stadium that day you would 


see there were no markings, the 
nets were not properly hanged, nor 
any prefaration for the meet was 
made.’’ 

The BPA (WB) r^resentat ves 
further said : “The WBBA never 
distributed the prescribed entry 
forms to all the units and players. 
And unless you submit your entries 
in the prescribed forms, they are 
not valid. At least we never re¬ 
ceived such forms." 

While disclosing that they are 
now boycotting all the WBBA acti¬ 
vities, the Badminton Players’ 
Association lodged a lists of com¬ 
plains against the State as.sociation. 

C HARGE NO. 1 IS ABOUT ‘HC- 
titious’ or ’ghost’ clubs. “Imme¬ 
diately after the present office¬ 
bearers assumed their office in 1974, 
few clubs whose actual existence 
was suspect and some other clubs 
which have nothing to do with the 
game of badminton were purposely 
granted affiliation by the present 
rulers' to ensure easy and safe re- 
election in the general body. 
Funnily enough South Calcutta 
Women’s Cricket Association, with 
two representatives, Kidderpore 
Byayam Samity, with one represen¬ 
tative, and the Indian Life Saving 
Society, with one representative, 
have b^n nominated to the main 
policy-making and final decision- 
taking body—the council—at the 
expense of clubs like Gurudas Ins¬ 
titute, South-Eastern Railway, 
whose badminton activity continues 
round the year through tourna¬ 
ments, coaching and daily practice. 

“Paying the yearly affiliation fees 
to the WBBA cannot be the basic 
qiualification and recognition of a 
club. A club must satisfy certain 
norms which are directly connected 
with the promotion of badminton 
in the State. There are at least 21 
affiliated units which do not orga¬ 
nise any tournaments, coaching 
camp or nor do they have any bad¬ 
minton activity.»» 

Charge No. 2—non-promotion of 
badminton. “No honest attempt has 
been made by the associ,ation to 
construct a covered court. More¬ 
over, they do not feel it necessary 
to cater to the basic facilities of the 
players. Neither do they help the 
players in getting the shuttlecov'k 
at a cheaper rate, nor do they draw 
any plan for the betterment of the 
standard of play. There are even 
instances when the players receiv¬ 
ed ill treatment when they have 
asked for the old and used shuttle¬ 
cock stacked in some of the officials 
house." 

’The WBBA, however, claims 
they have done a lot for the pro¬ 
motion of ^e game in the State. 
“The association has paid up almost 
the entire Joans, conducting a num¬ 
ber of coaching camps, organising 
iriter-distrlct, district,' inter-univer¬ 
sity championships, hosted two in¬ 
ternationals, donated trophies, 
.introduced scholarships and initia¬ 
ted the Players’ Benevolent Fund." . 


“We were working on a plan to 
constfhet a covered court by 1980- 
81,’’ said the WBBA secretary. “We 
appealed to the State Chief Minis¬ 
ter and the PWD .Minister for a plot 
of land and started raising funds 
for the construction of the court. 
But after these unfortunate deve¬ 
lopments we have decide the 
money (which we collected entire¬ 
ly through our personal influence) 
should be donated to a charitable 
institution for a better cause.’’ 

“They can’t do it", claimed the 
BPA ("WB) secretary, Mr Subroto 
Chatterjee. “The money was raised 
in the name of badminton and that 
should be used for the cause of the 
badminton." 

The third charge of the players' 
association is abuse of power. “It 
can be reasonably expected that the 
behaviour and approach of the offi¬ 
cials towards the players should be 
nice and cordial, out at present it 
resembles the relationship between 
a Managing Director and a part- 
time menial of a mercantile Arm 
Several players have been humilia¬ 
ted by the officials in the past as 
well as present. The recently-held 
Durgapur tournament caused a 
furore in the players’ community. 
The 'WBBA representative unlaw¬ 
fully changed a legitimate men’s 
doubles event pair (th^ had 
even submitted the entries in 
the prescribed form) without 
the knowledge of the res¬ 
pective players. ’The WBBA 
officials always claim from the 
Various tournament organisers first 
class railway fare both ways, rood 
hotel accommodation and daily 
allowance, but do they ever think 
for the players* comfort?’’ 

Charge No. 4. “There has been a 
complete alienation between the 
players and the officials. It was 
witnessed during the last interna¬ 
tional tournament, players were in¬ 
sulted and harassed while drawing 
their quota of tickets. ’The current 
State champion and the Bengal 
State team players were even de¬ 
prived of complimentary cards. 
While players of the State, wi.th 
valid tickets, sat on the staircase of 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium, the VIP 
enclosure was crowded by the 
friends and relatives of the 'l^BA 
officials.’’ 

The charges made by both the 
parties may not be cent per cent 
correct. But they are not absolute¬ 
ly baseless either, ibe fact of the 
matter.ig-lhat a section of the State 
badminton association officials ap¬ 
pear to be not really interested 
about the promotion of the game. 
These self-centred men should 
make room for men who are sincere 
and care for the game. ~A recons¬ 
titution of the present set-up of 
badminton in the State is impera¬ 
tive. And it should be a proper, 
mixture of the sincere players and 
the efficient and influential officials 
of the present association. 

ALOK DASGUPTA, Calcutta 



GOLD CUP HOCKEY 

BSF back on 
top of the 
heap 

RON HENDRICKS 

TITHERE DOES A PLAYER’S 
*■ first duty lie? With his club, 
his State association or his country? 
The question is as old as interna¬ 
tional sport itself. It onW creates 
confusion and controversy when the 
demands of a national representa¬ 
tive side clash with a club’s interests 
in domestic competitions. 

Calcutta’s leading soccer clubs — 
and one can sympathise with the 
posture they adopted — declined to 
release their stars for training camps 
for the Merdcka and other interna¬ 
tional tournaments when they were 
confronted with such a clash. • But 
hockey clubs have a less professional 
and self-centred approach ahd will¬ 
ingly make sacrifices in the national 
. interest. 

The only possible exception was 
Maharashtra Light Infantry, wtm re¬ 
fused to allow Bandu Patii to assist 
one of the two IHF XIs in inter-club 
competitions. But, then, that Has 
not even in an Olympic or As.an 
Gaines year. The IHF had no op¬ 
tion but to lake the rebuff graci¬ 
ously. 

Several clubs have been hit by the 
demands of the national representa¬ 
tive side — the ultimate objective is 
to put up a good show at Moscow in 
July — all season. Perhaps, the 
worst affected is Indian Airlines. 
They did not have the strength in 
depth to carry their famous colours 
to victory in the 26th Bombay Gold 
Cup without Surjit Singh, Grewal, 
Merwyn Fernandes and Zaffar Iqbal. 

It is nice to .see Border Security 
Force (Jullundur), who swept all 
before them in the late Sixties and 
early Seventies, start a new decade- 
by getting right back on top of the 
heap. They have a fine blend of 
youth and experience. Former inter¬ 
nationals Baldev Singh, Vinod Ku¬ 
mar and Tarsem are helping to 
mould their youhgsters along the 
right lines. They have won half-a- 
dozen competitions already this sea¬ 
son — -and ail of them via the tie¬ 
breaker. 

The tie-breaker is a boon to organis¬ 
ers. It helpr them to run their 
competitions to schedule and not 
screw up the works for the next 
tournament in some other part of the 
country. BSF struggled to get past 
the HAL (Bangalore) in the tic- 
bieaker of their opening matdi. But 
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they improved with each outing and 
they outsmarted both Central Rail¬ 
way and Indian Airlines. 

They have a aiiiipclenl defence, 
and efficient hall-line, and fleet fooled 
forwards with the*mercurial, speedy 
and haid-workingPai minder running 
into open spaces on the wings and 
down the middle. The more 1 .sec of 
this talented ceiilre-iorward, the 
more I seem to like him. lie did not 
have a b.nl match and he fell in 
readily with the ideal.s ol lasscn 
and Kalifit. 

Parmindc-r’s (|uick counter-attacks 
left Signals, gallaiil fighters with the 
nevcr-say-dic spirit that gains adrair-. 
ers and trophies, stiiiggling to hold 
their own in the fin.il. A penaRv- 
corner goal by Baldev and a fine 
eflort'by Paiinindci- win; made the 
most ot Baldev’s sbrewd sc-oop left 
BSF in a rannmanding position at 
half-time. But in two goal-laden 
minutes on lesumption Shcr Singh 
and Lakra. the most thrilling goal of 
the competition stored for Signals. 
They had their chances, but Tiggn 
foiled them. And despite the bnlU- 
ana- of Tiwari on the iight-wmg, the, 
match went into the tie breaker and 
BSF, unbeaten in five previous finals, 
won the trophy for the sixth time. 

The final turned out to be the 
showpiece of the competition. But 
here was some attractive hockey in 
the quarter-final clash between 
Western Railway and Indian Airlines 
and Tatas’ double-leg semi-final with 


Signals, who pinned Mahindras’ years 
back in the only match that was re¬ 
played because of a power break¬ 
down. But much of the approach 
work was stereotyped. Forwards posi¬ 
tioned poorly In the circle and the 
majority of them were goal-shy and 
inept in front of goal. The errors 
ot Gilbert Lobo and Robert Lawrence 
were a luxury that Tatas could not 
aiford. And this was hard luck on 
San jay Tiwari. who turned in a 
superb display at osntre-half and 
Kuttappu who hit a penalty well- 
outside of Parminder, 

There were no youngsters of excep¬ 
tional promise. HAL have invested in 
some old hands, goalkeeper Fredricks 
and Lazarus Lakra. Their absence 
affecied ASC adversely. But keep 
your eye on Bamesh. The Signals’ 
goalkeeper has quick reflexes and he 
brought off some good saves. 

Although international umpire S. L. 
Narwaria was not at his brightest 
and be,st, the general standard of the 
supervision was satisfactory. The 
former Western goalkeeper. Satinder- 
pal Singh Walia, is shaping extreme¬ 
ly well. He and Reggie Alphonse are 
the best of the younger crop of um¬ 
pires. They deserve every encourage¬ 
ment. 

Fterhaps, the BIIA ground was in 
such fine condition that it simplified 
the work of the umpires and the 
competing teams as the incidence of 
rough-play was low. very low. And 
now the thoughts of local fans will 
turn to next month’s Aga Khan Cup. 



VALLABiiWkirSrAOfi/^ 

Money, 
yes•and 
to hell 





B OMBAY'S FAMOUS VALLABH- 
bhai Patel Stadium has been all 
but lost to sport. Started three de¬ 
cades ago with the idealistic aim 
of being the city’s only multi¬ 
sport arena, it has for the past 
years been used exclusively as an 
exhibition ground and venue for 
tamashas, while its famed cinder 
track and cycling embankment 
(when made, the finest in Asia) 
have all but obliterated. 



Owned by the National Sports 
Club of India (NSCI) and run by 
its Stadium Control Committee, it 
has for long enjoyed major tax 
concessions from the municipality 
because of its original objectives— 
those of making it available to all 
sports organisations and its under¬ 
taking to maintain at its own ex¬ 
pense the facilities availalbe to 
sportsmen inside. However, it has 
entirely been geared to turn in big 
money with absolutely nothing of 
its earnings used towards its up¬ 
keep. Its rental has been gradual¬ 
ly hiked from the original Rs. 
3,500 per day to Bs. 12,000 per day 
(when it was rented out to the 
Holiday on Ice"). At the time of 



A sia's _once-/lnest cinder track 




writing, the Chem-Tech exhibition 
also fetched the NSCI an identical 
amount each day. 

There has for the last ten years 
been no water connection to the 
stadium and such barricades, as had 
originally been erected to prevent 
trespassi.ng, have been long since 
breached by the adjoining slums. 
There is evidence that when the 
ground is not occupied it is used, 
not only as a community dumping 
ground, but a mass latrine. Now 
many people are saying that it has 
become an important centre for 
bootlegging and distillation of U- 
qupr. 

A source from within the Maha¬ 
rashtra Cycling Association said. 
•The cycling track, which was one 
of the finest in Asia has now been 
comp'etelv ruined by the commercial 
exhibitions like Chem-Tech and Holi¬ 
day on Ice. In early 1979, the NSCI 
authorities had spent Rs 10.000 to¬ 
wards the renovation of the trade, a 
sum which has now been completely 
wasted by the exhibitions and tama¬ 
shas that seem to keep on going on 
in the stadjum. Do you know, the 
Holiday on Ice organisers erected 
urinals on the.cycling track itself? In 
1976. we had taken a moreba to pro¬ 
test against the NSCI’s use of the 
stadium, which U our sole venue for 
practice. Though the authorities 
agreed to our point—^we had taken 
around 100 eye'ists and many athle¬ 


te.-.- inc'udina the nationrl champion 
Kddie Sequeira—they seem to have 
done precious little to have Imple¬ 
mented the promi'!'*s thev made.” 

Mr. V. Shantaram, film-maker, 
and chairman of the Children s Fibn 
Society of India, had a proposal to 
make to the municipality and the 
NSCI. “We had agreed to pay Rs. 
15 lakhs to make available to us a 
portion of the stadium to start a 
children’s complex, which we would 
maintain. We would then take on 
the responsibility, as custodians, of 
the stadium which would be deve¬ 
loped by the Municipal Corporation 
for sport. The entire plan for the 
stadiums development had been 
finalised, but it appears that the 
NSCI people are trying to back out 
of the deal. Let's see what will 
happen now....” 

The NSCI is quite evidently not 
willing to let it go so easily since 
it is a big money earner. There ia 
a story, obviously unconfirmed, that 
the NSCr hopes finally to write oS 
the stadium—in main, its arena— 
as irretrievable and sell it off as 
real estate. A number of building 
contractors are keenly interested in 
acquiring this prhae piece of land. 

(Meanwhile, the stadium la Just 
lying there, falling to pieces. 

ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 
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How to make 
our wickets 
sporting 

SANTOSH GANGULY 

N ow, THAN EVER BEFORE, THE 
Test match pitches in India, in 
common with most cricket-playing 
countries, have been the object oi 
criticisms and comments from 
columnists, players and knowledge¬ 
able spectators. These comments 
and criticisms are not altogether 
pointless. In India, the common 
feature of all wickets, generally 
are that they are over-prepared— 
gra.ssless, hard and of straw 
colour surface. These wickets ap¬ 
proximate the behaviour of con¬ 
crete surfaces. They are slow and 
of uneven pace and bounce on 
which the ball ■ does not come 
through at a height necessary for 
stroke-play. Whatever help the 
seam bowlers could secure was from 
the green outfield and atmospheric 
conditions. The spin bowlers au 
also at a disadvantage because the 
spin does not come quicker off the 
pitch to make the batsman hurry 
with the result that he has enough 
time to deal with the ball. 

This unhappy state of affairs has 
to be remedied. Natural wickets 
which Calcutta's Eden Gardens 
used to provide in the British days 
are needed in the larger interest of 
the game. 

Preparation and maintenance of 
lively and sporting pitches, which 
will assure the bat and the ball of 
equal cBances, is not at all difficult 
provided correct technical know¬ 
ledge and skill or the know-how is 
brought to bear the task. This task 
can best be handled by creating 
some sort of central machinery 
under the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India. The machinery 
is the office of the Chief Inspector 
of Test match pitches and grounds 
on the line of M.C.C. and the Test 
and County Cricket Board. This 
machinery will bring in the neces¬ 
sary co-operation and co-ordination 
at all levels. 

In a vast country like India, soil, 
grass and climate diflers from one 
centre to another creating almost 
insoluble problems. The Chief Ins¬ 
pector of Test match pitches will 
visit the Test centres and other im- 
portast cmtres and instruct the 
^JS«ih|.iail£h02iUea at to how a stan¬ 


dard pitch should be prepared and 
maintained. He will advise them 
about the selection of soil, exact 
proportions of various soils to be 
mixed, proportion and frequency of 
rolling, removal of bald patches (if 
any) and equipment and their use. 
He will also carry out experiments 
and researches at various centres 
and submit recommendations to the 
Board. 

Watering and the rolling are the 
two requisites for good pitches, 
granted that soil and grass are 
proficient. An ardent groundsman 
will prepare a wicket working even 
odd hours on the pitch. Basically 
what he does is "to water and roll 
it, water and roll it." The pitch 
must be prepared in a way that it 
must not crumble under the Stress 
and strain of a Test match of five 
days' duration but hold out for the 
entire period. A quality wicket is 
one winch must neither be over¬ 
prepared nor under-prepared, but 
must be a golden mean between the 
two. 

Specificattons and reaa'rcmeaUi 
of a first-dan cricket groviid: 

SOIL/—Pitch : Mainly salt-free 
black earth mixed with porous 
earth to the proportion of 80 per 
cent to 20 per cent with slight 
variation according to climate. 
Black earth, used by potters and 
modellers, is to be found in the bed 
of a pond. This type of earth is 
sticky and has superb binding pro¬ 
perties, The soil is firm, compact, 
solid and free from sand. The soil 
must not be too hard and must 
have depth as otherwise grass will 
not grow deep into soil but will 
run only as surface. 

Outfield : The extensive outfield 
is reared on a mixture of (a) fifty 
per cent of black earth; (b) ten 
per cent of salt-free sand; (c) ten 
per cent of manure recovered from 
municipal sewage plants; (d> ten 
per cent of charcoal and (e) twenty 
per cent of porous earth. 

(Note ; Sait should be washed 
out of sands. Ordinary cow-dung 
contains living seeds of weeds and 



germs of worms. This causes 
annoyance and soil disturbance. 
Charcoal absorbs moisture and 
water and acts as a deterrent to 
damp.) 

To prepare and renovate an eads- 
ting cricket ground, the advantage 
of monsoon should be fully reap^ 
No artificial waterijig can replace 
rain-water. Rain-fall of different 
intensity, from heavy to drizzles, 
helps to bind the soil, bind the 
grass-roots, stlmulatee the growth 
of grass to a thick, soothing, carpet. 
The ground should be free of wt«ds 
and this is an exacting, lengthy 
and expensive process. 

The first process in the prepara¬ 
tion of a wicket is to cut the grass 
short and then the entire surface 
to be thoroughly racked length¬ 
wise and cross-wise. The raking 
breaks up the surface, aerates it 
and stimulates the growth of the 
grass-roots. Then weeding starts. 
After the initial raking and wee¬ 
ing, manure is spread over the 
whole surface to provide plant 
food to hungry turf. A second 
raking is then administered to mix 
the manure with the newly broken 
surface. AH potholes are filled up, 
and top-dressing starts — three 
times each with an interval of 15 
days. Thickness of each top¬ 
dressing—14 inch each time (total 
three times). 

Now, what is top-dressing? The 
sprea4 of final powdered black 
earth on the wicket constitutes top- 
dressing. Immediately before the 
monsoon (May/June) lump of hard 
black earth should be made to pass 
through a strainer I wire net). The 
thin powder is then stored under 
shelter. Thg process, if undertaken 
during the monsoon, will cause 
delay which in turn will delay the 
preparation of the wicket. * 

The wicket must now be rested 
for three to four days to allow the 
top-dressing to hdld. Three days 
of heat and drought is very bene¬ 
ficial as the "ground must thirst” to 
receive watering. Watering should 
be light and sprayed at the beginn¬ 
ing, the idea being not to cause 
displacement of loose top-dressing. 
The quantum of water to be raised 
gradually. 

The ground is now ready for 
rolling,—to begin with a light rol¬ 
ler, and then increase the weight 
gradually. Rolling must follow 
overnight watering, as otherwise 
grass may be damaged. 

On wicket grass should not be 
very thick. Thick grass will make 
the wicket spongy and may prove 
to be a batsman's nightmare, con¬ 
versely a spinner's and seamer’s 
paradi;se. object will be, to 

produce a natural wicket, giving 
the batsmen and the bowlers equtd 
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Triple crown for 
Cavaliers 

lAIPUR: The Pink City has always 
been regarded as the home of polo 
in India. It was the Jaipur team 
of 1957 led by that great maestro, 
the late Maharaja Sawai Man Singh, 
which created history winning the 
World Cup. However, Jaipur polo, 
since the death of the maestro, is 
struggling to maintain its polo 
tradition. In this world of mecha¬ 
nisation the horse has lost its 
importance. Like any other centre, 
this city of princes, too, depends on 
the support of army cavalry units 
to run this sport. 

What football is to Calcutta, polo 
is to Jaipur. An ordinary polo 
match here can draw a crowd of 
20,000. But unfortunately, Jaipur has 
not been able to produce even one 
player other than a member of the 
royal family in the last few years. If 
this continues, the rich tradition 
of the mounted game may soon meet 
a natural death. The Rajasthan Polo 
Club conducted one of the shortest 
seasons this time—^just three 
tournaments in only 12 days. 

Paucity of horses and players were 
the reasons for cutting down the 
duration. No foreign teams were 
invited this time as Rajasthan Polo 
Club was itself undertaking a tour 


of Australia, Brunei and Hong 
Kong. Without the galaxy of starsi 
the tournaments lacked lustre. 
Cavaliers, led by a superb rider like 
Billy Sodhi, did wonders this t.me 
to clinch all the three trophies— 
the. Kota Cup, Mysore Cup and the 
coveted Sawai Man Singh Gold 
Vase. It was an incredible perfor¬ 
mance! 

The Cavaliers were helped by 
youngsters like K S. Sidhu and Ram 
Singh. These two youngsters who 
are not very old to the game 
excelled in the final when they 
played under diamond formation 
against Sun Warriors and beat them 
S-2 to lift the Mysore Cup. Both 
Ram Singh and Sidhu combined well 
while the experience Kuldeep 
Garcha of Sun Warriors waged a 
lone battle but found it impossible 
to check the mercurial opponents. 
The prestigious Sawai Man Singh 
Gold Vase saw only three teams in 
action. While Sun Warriors were 
seeded straight into the finals 
because of the lack of horses. 
Cavaliers had to beat Peacock to 
meet their only strong rivals. Both 
teams displayed good horsemanship 
and fought on equal terms. Each 
scored thrice and the. extra chukker 
decided Cavaliers’ triumph. Billy 
Sodhi’s performance won the hearts 
of all who had seen the match. 

He was at the forefront in Cavaliers’ 
third victory in the Kota Cup, 
again prevailing over Sun Warriors 
in the two-team tournament. Major 
Pradip Mehra, too. had a big hand 
ia ftegriog Cavalien to victoiy. 

PRAKASH BHANDARI 



tJiTot S un Warriors attempting a backhandir in the' setnit 


Western Air Command 
tops 

KALAKUNDA: The eighth Air Force 
Sports Festival which conc’uded 
amidst tremendous enthusiasm at 
Kalaikunda Air Force Station on 
April 12 was a grand success. Ever 
since the first festival was held at 
Delhi in 1973 this was the first time 
that Eastern Air Command hosted 
the ceremony. And while that inaugu¬ 
ral festival was confined to four 
ball games—football, hockey, volley¬ 
ball and basketball, some more 
events have been included over the 
years—boxing; wrestling, weightlif¬ 
ting and best physique competition. 

The 10-day festival which was 
inaugurated by Governor T. N. Singh 
on April 3 produced keen com¬ 
petition. In most of the team games 
(pl^ed on a league-cum-knockout 
basis) the tie-breaker decided the 
semi-finals. In a seesaw hockey 
final, the Maintenance Command led 
by Olympian Dung Dung won the 
title beating Central Air Command 
by a solitary goal scored by A. C. 
Kohli midway in the second half. 
Tempers were occasionally lost by the 
rival players in this last event of 
the festival which was played on a 
pretty fast pace and at a stage one 
of the umpires Wg. Cdr. P. R, Singh 
had to give temporary marching 
order to Sgt. Ramana of the winners. 
The football, volleyball and basket¬ 
ball titles went to the Eastern Air 
Command, the Central Air Command 
and Air Headquarters, respectively. 
Cpl. Vijay Kumar and Jwo. Ramesh 
Kumar, both of Western Air Com¬ 
mand and Cpl. Mehta of Tra ning 
Command set up new records in Air 
Force weightlifting. The WAC 
became the overall champions with 
79 points to their cred.t, the CAC 
coming a close second with 78 points. 
They were followed by MC (71). 
the Training Command (67), Eastern 
Air Command (49), Air Headquar¬ 
ters 4th Command (40) and No. 1 
Operational Group (34). 

The value of Air Force Sports 
Festival—or of those of any of the 
Services for that matter—can 
hardly be over-estimated. The I.A.F. 
in particular have given to the 
wuntry a galaxy of sports stars 
including some well-known Olvmpians 
such as Fit. Lt. R. S. Bhola, Sgt. 
Ghuman, Cpl. Swaroop Singh, Fit. Lt. 
A. S. B kshi in hockey, Sgt, Salwan, 
Sgt. Bikram Singh, Sgt. Ramesh 
Kumar and Sqdn. Leader P. K. 
Mahanand in weightlifting. Buddy 
D’Souza, P. B. Mai, Nk/Sub Mehtab 
Singh and Hav. C. Narayane in 
boxing to mention only a few. So 
though Apparently the LAF holds 
these sports festival with an eye to 
team selection for the various intcr- 
Servioes competitions as well as the 
Nationals, they have a far wider 
aim in view. That is why Air Chief 
Marshall I. H. Latif PVSM, who took 
the salute at the march past, in 
his address at the closing ceremony 
could not but voice his concern at 
India's poor showing at the world 
level . . 








Mrs Bilkees iMtif, wife of the Air 
floating trophy to Sgdn.Ldr. i. J. 
overall champions, WAC 
Mrs Bilkees Latif handed over the 
floating trophy to a beaming Soar. 
Ldr. Tango Julien Malhai of the 
WAC and the other prizes to the 
captains of the relevant winners and 
runners groups. If not as attractive 
as the skv diving and air-power 
demonstration which had marked the 
opening ceremony, the Eastern 
Frontier Rifles band played at the 
closing ceremony Perfectly suded 
the occasion and said an Au Re voir 
as it were to the gathering. 

RANJITKUMAH GHOSC 

Asian chess congress 

MADRAS: “An extremely educative 
frin” was how V. Kanvsswaran 
deL'ibed his stay m Mamla^ 

Philippines, recently. Mr Kameswara 
was one of the three deflates 
from India who attended the Asian 
Chess Conferenos 
Federation Internationale 
Chess (FIDE). 

The Asian Chess Tech^cal 
Conference was the 
projected training ce'jtres of FIDE. 

It was conceived at the last FIDE 
Congress in Puerto Riw to stimulatt. 
and promote chess in Asia, Africa 
and South Aiwerica. 

Delegates from II countries In 
Zone 9 and 10 of FIDE participated 
In the conference. The delegates 
were drawn from chess compeutlon 
organisers and arbitrators In the 
respective countries. India was 
represented bv Mr Sal 
secretary of the 

Chess Association. Mr N. Ghalio, 
the joint secrafary of the AU India 
Chess Federation and Mr 
Kaiheswaran, sedretary of the Tamil 
Nadu Chess Association. 

The delegates to the cm^rtnoe 
were Instructed on the FlDb 
nttional systems and arbiters 

taws of chess by the FIDE 


Chief Marsthal, handing over the 
Malhai, the representaiwe of the 

Grandmaster Yuri Averbach, 
expounded on the Soviet Chess 
organisation in theory and in its 
practice. Col. Edmund Edmondson 
was the American representative. 

Says Kameswaran: “The 
enthusiasm chess generates in the 
Philippines has to be seen to be 
believed. Philippines is probably the 
only country in the world which 
used the national radio to broadcast 
half an hour everyday on chess — 
coverages of matches, puzzles and 


The Indian delegates at Manila 
diirinq the A.s‘i<iii Chess technical 
Congiess (from left} Sat Prakash, 
Graridmastei- Yuri Averbach (USSR), 
N. Ghplib and V. Kotnesuioran 

interviews with chess personalities. 
President Ferdinand E. Mar^ Is 
himself totally crazy about chess. 

India is slated to host the Aslao 
Women’s Championship in Hyderabad 
next year. Tamil Nadu will 
again' host the Asian leg of the 
Grandmasters’ tournament and 
Bangalore is expected to hold 
a satellite tournament close <m the 
heels «rf the one in Tamil Naidu. 

Ashok Kamath 



Coonoor. Nilairis. on Axml 12. 


Ashok vanie 
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ON BAIL: Lazio*s centre forward Bruno Giordano after his release from Rome*s Regina Goeli after 12 days 
of (letpntion followiniQ a bribery case in which all the major football playfr.^ of Italy were involved, 

lyi: CHAMPIONS: Wearing the victor's wreath and wielding a bottle of champange, Shekhar Mehta: (left) 
Doughty (right) of Kenya with drink after winning the Safari Rally. Mehta also won 
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WINNERS: Martina Navratilova (right) is about to receive the ball in the middle of the an^ M jwrtiwr 
Billie Jean King takes position and tita^ches dttring the final of the $ 150,000 Br'^gestc^ World Doubles Cham- 
piqnship in Tokyo. The pair hent Attn Kiucnrmra (USA) and •<?’<" Barker (UK) 7-5, 6-3 

ICE-BORG : Bjorn Borg (centre) doesn't look that happy as he holds the cup after it was mesen^d fcy 
Grace-of Monaco (right) after retaining his title in the Monte Carlo tennis tournament. Borg defeated Vitas 
(left) of Argentina in three sets and won $ 30,000 
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All in dilemma 

GEORGE K. GEORGE 

*nVHO WOULD TURN DOWN A 
■V lO-million-dollar offer to fight 
a bum? After that I want another 10 
million dollars.” Who but the self-pro¬ 
claimed “greatest” Muhammad Ali 
would pronounce such words! 

Ali said it before Monday, March 
31. By “bum” he meant John Tate 
who had inherited the World Boxing 
Association title from him by default. 
The second 10 million was expected 
from a possible fight with Larry 
Holmes, the World Boxing Council 
champion. 

But, things have changed quite a 
lot since that Monday night. The 
“bum” is no more in the reckoning— 
at least for months to come. He was 
deprived of his title by a stunning 
last-minute knockout by Mike Weav 
er. This unexpected happening has 
changed the dynamics of the boxing 
scene completely. 

Ali had pinned his return plans on 
John Tate. “Big John” would have 
made » perfect prey for the former 
champion. John is an inexperienced 


and innocent fighter with a childlike 
awe for celebrities. He holds Ali in 
great esteem. Ali knew that he could 
psyche John up as be did with Leon 
Spinks—by gab than by jab. 

Now, this bearded guy Mike “Her- 
culus” Weaver has upset the apple 
cart. And Ali is in a point of no 
return. He had announced his come¬ 
back and started training. If he bad(S 
out at this point, he wili go down 
as one of the biggest cowards of box¬ 
ing history. Ali is too proud to let 

t happen. 

Besides, Muhammad Ali needs 
money badly. Believe it or not, Ali 
doesn’t have much savings. Bad in¬ 
vestment, generous donations to 
charities and extravagant support of 
a large cortege, have drained bis re¬ 
sources considerably. He tried ipovies 
and television for a while and found 
them not so productive. Before it is 
too late, he wants to get the best out 
of his fading boxing talent. He knows 
that he could sell himself more sue 
cessfully than any boxer in the world. 

Monday’s event was unusual in an¬ 
other respect. Ever since the world 
boxing title was split into W.B.A. 
and W.B.C. crowns, different tele¬ 
vision networks used to sponsor the 
rival championships. This time, the 


A.B.C. network brought both tlm fac 
tions to an agreement and telecast 
both the title defences during the 
same programme. Of course, the bouU 
took place in different dties. John 
Tate took on Mike Weaver at Knox 
ville, Tennessee and Larry Holmes 
met Leroy Jones in Las Vegas. 

Mike Weaver bad been knocked 
out by Larry Holmes at Madison 
Square Garden, New Yprk, last June 
in the 12th round. Now he was try¬ 
ing for the rival title by challenging 
the W.B.C. champion. John Tate en¬ 
tered the ring with a 20-0 reoH'd 
which included 16 knockouts. Where¬ 
as Weaver had a mediocre 21-9 
record. 

Almost everybody wanted John to 
win. The fight was taking place in 
his neighbourhood and a crowd of 
12,000 rooted for local boy. John is 
taller and heavier than Mike; but the 
latter has an unusually developed 
upper body with broad shoulders and 
big muscles. John led most of the 
rounds and was the clear winner as 
they went into the 15th round. Ai. 
John bad to do was to hang in there 
and avoid any big punch from the 
worn-out challenger. 

It was two minutes and 15 seconds 
in the final round. 45 seconds to go. 
And the unexpected happened. 
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Mike landed a vicious right in 
John’s stomach and a left on his 
jaws. John fell flat on his face and 
lay motionless. For a moment even 
Mike Weaver couldn’t believe what 
bad just happened. He stood still for 
moments and then leaped into the 
air hands up and collapsed on the 
floor. He knew he had done some¬ 
thing every boxer dreams of—^knock¬ 
ing out a champ in the last minute 
after trailing throughout. 

For John Tate, it was not only the 
loss of the world title, but also of the 
once-in-a-Ufe-time opportunity to 
meet and perhaps beat Ali and there¬ 
by becoming part of boxing history. 

On the other hand, Larry Holmes 
had little difficulty in knocking out 
bulky and out of shape Jones, who 
weighs a little over 254 pounds. Still. 
Jones wasn’t as clumsy in his move¬ 
ments as many people thought. He 
was no match to the superbly condi¬ 
tioned Holmes who was a lot faster 
than him. Without doubt. Holmes 
looked the best heavyweight on the 
scene today. 

There were two preliminary bouts 
which turped out to be very interest¬ 
ing. Two future heavyweight pros¬ 
pects were seen in action and both 
of them won. 27-year-old Eddie 
Gregory dethroned the W.B.A. light 
heavyweight champion Marvin John¬ 
son in a 11th round knockout. For a 
long time, observers have been say¬ 
ing that Gregory had. talent but lack¬ 
ed, the killer inmnet. After this bout, 
that complaint may not be repeated 
too frequently. Gregory tAo has 
several personalia traits of All. }m 




Heavyweight champion. 

The most talented and impressive 
performer of the night was Olympic 
gold medallist Sugar Ray Leonard who 
defended the W.B.C. welterweight 
title, ^e challenger was Davey “Boy" 
Green, the British and European 
champion. Green is a sharp puncher. 
He crouches forward and goes at his 
opponents all the time. His superb 
build and the stern look in his eyes 
could unnerve any fighter. Leonard 
was nervous in the beginning. He had 
seen Tate and Johnson lose their first 
title defence. This was his own first 
defence. 

But as the fight progressed be 
gained momentum. He'landed a left 
hook on Green’s jaw, to send him 
fiat for a few minutes. Leonard later 
described it as the “hardest single 
blow” he has ever thrown. 

Leonard is probably the most intelU- 
gient and elegant boxer in the Unit¬ 
ed States. Many think he is the only 
one capable of filling the gap created 
by All's retirement and decline. He 
doesn’t waste his energy running 
around or throwing aimless punches 
in the air. He preserves his energy 
and waits for the right moment to 
strike. As soon as he finds an open¬ 
ing. he lands a fiunry of pundies with 
listening speed. 

B oth the current cham- 

pions Holmes and Weavers, are 
keen on fighting AIL It means more 
money and publicity. But Holmes 
"pretends otherwise. *1 don’t need 
All,” he says. "All needs me. And 
be don't want no part of me. the 
'mgn has bodn rmiung firom me all 


Yet, it is obvious that the one thing 
Holmes wants desperately is a fight 
with Ali. He knows bis boxing career 
is incomplete without an encoun¬ 
ter with Ali. In spite of a 33-0 record 
with 25 knockouts, he is still not re¬ 
cognized as the best. As long as Ali 
is around and be is unable to even 
meet him, the public is not going to 
acknowledge him as the best. Hol¬ 
mes repeatedly tells reporters that 
though he may not be the greatest, 
he is the best and wants to be ackno¬ 
wledged as the people’s -champion. 
The trouble is that none else calls 
him the people’s champ: The title 
still belongs to Ali. 



AU —badly needs the money 

Ali hates Larry Holmes. He seems 
to have a soft comer for Spinks and 
Tate. But be Jugt cannot stand Hol¬ 
mes. At 38. Ali is aware that it is 

a.- ^-.a. “ — * - 


Her fights Ali cashed on his sense of 
humour and insulted his opponents 
into defeat. Now the role is revers¬ 
ing. Here Is someone playing his own 
game, trying to beat by making him 
mad by taunt. If Ali loses his cool, 
be could lose. Ali is intelligent en¬ 
ough to realize that. 

Ali is playing his cards carefully. 
He wants to avoid a confrontation 
with Holmes as long as possible. That 
would make Holmes desperate. As 
his patience wears thin, his skills and 
speed too will be diminishing. It is 
at that point that Ali wants to take 
him on, if necessary. Moreover, that 
is the only challenge left for Ali. It 
he goes for it right away, he will b? 
reducing his own financial potential. 

Consequently Ali would prefer to 
fight Weaver. He has already found 
a good excuse for it. “I got to fight 
Weaver first,” he says. “Because he 
has the title I had.” He is referring 
the W.B.C title he relinquished. 
“Weaver’s no trouble,” he adds. 
"Weaver could be duck soup. Wea¬ 
ver was losing the fight to Tate until 
he knocked out Tale. He would be 
easy for me. And then Holmes would 
be easy, too. Holmes runs out of gas 
too quickly." 

But Larry Holmes looks like any¬ 
thing but a spent force. His advice 
to Ali is, “Old man stav home in 
your rocking chair." 

Ali is not likely to be provoked b\ 
that. He knows that he is the master 
from whom Holmes has learned most 
of the tricks of the trade. Holmes 
has fashioned himself after Ali in the 
manner of fighting and babbling. The 
more Holmes tries to shake off this 
influence, the more he sounds like 
Ali. For Ali, Holmes is his own 
clumsy plagarised version. 

Holmes’ desire to fight Ali as soon 
as possible is reflected in the attitude 
of his promoter Don King and the 
W.B.C offiaals. While W.B.A insists 
that Ali should fight a less known 
boxer before meeting the reigning 
champion Weaver, King and W.B.C 
president Jose Sulaiman are willing 
to offer him a fight with Holmes 
without any such prerequisite. 

Don King is also offering 6.5 milli¬ 
on dollars to Ali and three inilhon to 
Holmes for such a fight. On the other 
hand Alt would not get more than 
four million to fight Weaver. Still. 
Ali and his promoter Bob Arum 
would prefer the second alternative. 

So, as it stands, the odds are as 
follows; Ali will take on Mike Wea¬ 
ver at New Orleans in June. If he 
comes out successful without major 
injuries he may consider the fight 
with Holmes. In the nveantime 
Holmes will make his seventh title 
defence against Scott LeDoux some 
time in early July. 

God knows what Muhammad Ali 
has in mind. Ali doesn’t seem to 


PUSKAS 


By BEAVERBROOK NEWSPAPERS 


Next to 'King' Pete in terms of popularity, the "Galloping Major'' Ferenc 
Puskas, the left inside of the Magic Magyars who just failed to lift the World 
Cup in 1954, may be said to have two separate careers, the line dividing the 
two being the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. The crushing defeat that Puskas's 
Hungary inflicted on England at Wembley in 1953 or the surprising World Cup 
failure of that fancied team belonged to the first part. Again when Puskas 
formed a dangerous duo with Rea! Madrid's Di Stefano, Rea! enjoyed the unique 
run of success in the European Cup. This fruitful second life of Puskas would 
not have been there had he, along with some other players of the touring army 
team Honved, returned to Hungary after the uprising. 

Our readers will certainly be delighted to learn about the chequered career 
of Puskas, who was born in Kispest, a Budapest suburb, in 1926. In the next 
issue we start from 1945 when, at 18, Puskas won a place in the Hungarian 
national team. 
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ACROSS 

7 Causing to fall through use of the 
legs against another’s—absolutely 
forbidden In boxing (8) 

8 Curling Is known also at "the 
—ing game" 

0 The mowed part of a golf course 
between the tee and the green (7) 

10 He takes the plunger (5) 

12 Colonel —, Imaginary first-rate 

golfer (5) 

14 The leader and spokesman of a 
|ury (7) 

17 The acts of attacking (7) 

18 Distribute for use, as in: "— 
tickets to the public" (5) 

20 A cup of gold or silver given as 
prize to the winner of a horse 
race (S) 

22 Of the hair, having an orange-red 

colour (7) 

25 To knock out or daze (4) 

26 In Rugby football, a properly 

organised movement, especially 

the line-out intended to bring the 
ball back Into play (3-5) 

DOWN 

1 To stop abruptly (5, 3) 

2 To box with Jabbing or feinting 

movements, landing few heavy 

blows, as in practice matches (4) 

3 In cricket, • over” Is the last 
over in the day’s play (5) 

4 A rotten — may be thrown at a 

player whose action Is dis¬ 

approved (3) 

5 They prepare horses for a race (8) 

6 The speed of travel of a ball, 

especially when bowled (4) 

11 and 16 Article upon something in 

newspaper or magazine(6) 

13 Deciding on items in a pro¬ 
gramme of sports ? (8) 

15 These happen In or on water (8) 

16 See 11 down. 

19 A gathering of people, usually by 
Invitation, for food and amusement 

21 kimetimes — are drawn to decide 
an |(^ (4), 

N.wl * s f ' - ' 

f- 1.4,-^ .. --i «■* Sr 


23 The rim of a billiard table (4) 

24 A forest tree common In 

^ Britain (3) 

(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


lAnswofs bv Sudhif Vaidyri 


Kotanwaju Narsinga Rhot Hyderabad. 

Q: What is the complete Test career 
records of Sir Don Bradman and Sir 
Garry Sobers? 

A: Sir Donald Bradman of Australia 
has scored 6,996 runs at an average 
of 99.94 in 80 innings (10 times not 
out) of the 52 Tests with the help 29 
centuries and 334 among them as his 
highest score. He has led Australia In 
24 Tests. Sir Garry Roberts of West 
Indies has scored 8,032 runs at an 
average of 57.78 and captured 235 
wickets at an average of 34.03 In 93 
Tests. He has also held 109 catches 
and has led West Indies in 39 Tests. 

Jeeta Joel. Bombay. 

Q: What is the full name of f.B.H 
May of England? 

A: Peter Barker Howard May. 

Ambar Roy, Paban Sen Gupta, 
Calcutta. 

Q: What are batting and bowling 
records of Keith Miller and Ray 
Lindwall ? 

A: Keith Miller has played 55 
Tests in which he has made 2,958 
runs at an average of 36.97 and as a 
bowler he has captured 170 wickets 
at 22.97 runs. Ray Lindwall has scor¬ 
ed 1,502 runs in 61 Tests at an 
average of 21.15 and captured 228 
wickets at an average of 23.03 p6r 
wicket. 

Samir Daagu;ta, Birbhum. 

Q: What Is the Test record of Pan- 
kaj Roy? 

A: Pankaj Roy has made 2.442 runs 
In 79 innings (tour times not out) of 
43 Tests at an average of 32.56 with 
five centuries. The 173 against New 
Zealand at Madras in 1955-56 is his 
highest score. 

Q: What is the Test record of Prahii 
Sen as a batsman and as a wicket¬ 
keeper? 


SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 87 



A: Prabir Sen. scored 165 runs in 
14 Tests on an average of 11.78 and 
.dismissed 31 batsmen behind the 
stumps (20 catches and 11 stumplnge.) 

-P. V. Sunder Kumar, Barhanpur. 

Q:What Is the record for the maxi¬ 
mum number of runs scored In a single 
over in Test cricket and who scored 
them? 

A: 26 runs were been scored off an 
eight-ball over from H. J. Tayfleld of 
South Africa at Johannesburg In 1953- 
64 by B. Sutcliffe and R. W. Blair of 
New Zealand and 24 runs were scored 
by J. F. M. Morrison of New Zealand 
off a six-ball over from Imran Khan 
of Pakistan at Karachi in 1976-77 



iRjnjU Ghoso 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who brought USSR its first Olym¬ 
pic gold medal ? 

2. Two lines from a famous poet’s 
works are inscribed over the entiaoce 
to the Centre Court at Wimbledon. 
What are they and who Is the poet ? 

3. In 1968 a footballer was transferred 
from one club to another for ,11435,000 
—then a world record. Name the play¬ 
er and the clubs involved. 

4. Which team went out of the 1974 
World Cup without losing a single 
game ? 

5. The Real Madrid football team won 
the European Cup five times in a row. 
Name the two other teams which made 
a hat-trick In the tournament. 

6. Three brothers donned India colours, 
in football. Name them. 

7. Could you mention an instance of 
a goal being scored in the World Cup 
football without the opponents touch¬ 
ing the ball ? 

8. Who beat whom in the football final 
of the first Asian Games 7 Who was| 
were the scorerlscorers ? 

9. What Is the real name of 'Dlpu' 
Ghosh, the national badminton coach? 

10. Two hockay Olympians were given 
the Arjuna Award in the same year. 
Who were they end which was the 
year ? 

ANSWERS 
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iBoirs Schapiro 


The Sunday Times Pairs has a world-wide 
reputation as one of the most important 
events of the year. Here is a flood hand 
from several years ago: 

40Je 
■y OJ4 
Q A K6 
♦ 0975 



♦ A 109 7 6 
y AK32 
0 863 

South dealt at game all and there were a 
grt'af variety of auctions, via a groat 
number of systems, to arrive at either 
four-spades or six spades Ttie game 
contracts were easy but consider the 
problems in six-spades against the lead 
of the nine of diamonds. Clearly there 
were 12 top winners il the trump finesse 
was right, so the natural start was to win 


the load in dummy ind iun«^ Q at trick 
two. At two tables West won immediately 
and played a second diamond, Derlaioi 
won, cashed just one more lourul of 
trumps, then played off toui rounds of 
hearts to discard a diamond tiom the 
fable. West had to follow to all foui 
rounds and now it was simple to ruff a 
diamond, come to hand with ♦ A and 
draw the last trump, 

1 wo Wests maoe the alternative play of 
holding off when ♦ 0 was finessed. One 
made the psychological mistake of think¬ 
ing before he played low, so declarer was 
not tempted to repeat the trump finesse. 
Instead he went up with ♦ A on the 
second round and again had an easy run 
by throwing dummy’s low diamond on the 
fourth heart. Indeed, there was now no 
need to find West following to four rounds 
of hearts 


The other West ducked smoothly and 
declarer was lulled into taking another 
trump finesse. Now West won and played 
a third round of trumps. It now looked 
as though South was a tnck short but he 
made a neat recovery by playing off his 
remaining trumps and four rounds of 
hearts. With three dards to go he kept 
0 A ♦ 0 9 on the table and 0 8 6 ♦ A 
in hand. East still had to make a discard 


from 0 0 J ♦ K 10 and found himself 
caught in a criss-cross squeeze. What¬ 
ever he threw, South had the remaining 
three tricks. 

A reader has written to ask what you 
should do if you hold strength in the suit- 
opened on your right. It is a difficult 
question and there are a number of 
po.ssible answers. Say that one spade 
has been opened by your right hand 
opponent. With ♦A0 10 4y K87 
OA53^KJ4itis natural and correct 
to overcall, with 1 NT With ♦ A K J 10 9 
86<^A50 0'1^54an overcall of three 
spades suggests itself as a completely 
natural bid. But with ♦A01075<v120A 
J73^K84it would be better to pass. 
Even it the opponents do not play in 
spades, the hand is a mis-fit and will play 
badly for them. ThO golden rule with 
complete mis fits is to let ftie opponents 
play. It you join m, then three times out 
of four you end up by wilting sometliing 
in the 'THEY' column. If you pass, you 
usually write a scoie in the column 
headed ‘WE’. I know which I prefer I 


Chess 


Petor Clarkp 

Losing a game because of a bad blunder 
ran be exaspeiating and momentarily 
shattering, but the geneial effect is likely 
to be less serious than when a loss is 
caused by incompetent play spread over 
a senes of moves. In the latter it is hard 
to escape fiom the conclusion that you 
are a weak player and will never under¬ 
stand the essential techniques of chess; 
if yotj lose as the result of a single tactical 
oversight, on the othei hand, it is easy 
to invent an excuse that will stand as 
both rational and just. ' 

Furthermore, as a last resort, there is 
always tfie point that no-one - not even 
a great master - expects to be free from 
eiror. Look, for example, at what hap 
pcnod to Resfievsky in this game. 

While Samuel Reshevsky; Black. Vladimir 
Savon. Oiiccn's Pawn, Modern Benoni 
Defence (Interzonal Tournament. Petropolis, 
1973) 

I P - Q4. Kt - KBS; 2 P - OB4, P - OB4 

3 P - OI, P - K3; 4 Kt - QB3, P x P 

S PxP, P-03; 6 P-K4, P-KKt3 

7 Kt-B3, B-Kt2; 8 B-K2,8-8 
9 0-0, R-K1; 10 KI-Q2,0Kt-02 

II P-QR4, R-Ktt; 12Q-B2,P-QR3 
13 Kt - B4, Kt - Kt3; 14 Kt - R3. 8-Q2 
IS B-KKtS. . . 

More in keeping with the position, which is 


typical of the main lines of this defence, was 
15 P-R6, Kt-BI; 16 Kt -B4. 

U...P-R3; 1fB-KB47... 

He should have played 16 B - K3. Now roinus 
a surprising combination. 

16.. .KIxRPi! 17BxOP, KtxKt 
IS P X Kt. Kt X KP; 18 B x R, Kt x QBP 
28B-B3,OxB: »QR-K1, RxR 

22 RxR, P-QKt4: 23 0-02,9-03 
24 R-K3, Kt-RI: 2SO-RS, P-BS 

28 Kt-Ktl, B.B4: 27Kt-02. P-B8 

M Kt-K4,0-R8? 

By decentralising the Oueen this greally 
increases White's hopes of counterplay Miii li 
better was 28 . . . 8 x Kt; 29 B x B. KI B4 

29 KtxPl.BxKt; 30 O - 08ch, K - Kt2 
M P-Kt4,0-B8ch;,32 K-Kt2. B-B3 
33 0-08, B-KtO; 34R-K8, 0-B4 

38 0-Kt8, Kt-KU; 3SR-R8, B-K2 

37 R - KtSch, K - R2; 38 O - KS, P - KR4 

38 OxPeh.K-RS; 40 O x Peh?? ... 

In his book Great Chess Upsets the Aniencan 
grandmaster described this as the woriil 
blunder he had ever made. 

48 ... B X Q; 41 Raalsnt 

Competition 0411. Solution next week 
Black 



White to play. Can ho win? 

Solution to 0410 (Schutten-Morphy, New 
York, 18S7). (r2q2k1/pp3ppp/8/8/2Pn1Pn1/ 
3P4/P1PBb1PP/R04KR - Black to play.) 

The game finished with the following .seven- 
move mating attack 17 ... KI - B6ch; IB P x KI; 
0-05ch; 19 K-Kt2. 0-B7ch: 20 K ~ R3. 
0 X BPeh; 21 K ' R4, Kt - R3, threatening both 

22 . . . C)-KI5niate and 22 . . . KI - B4ch, 

23 K - Kt5, O -- R4male. 

I 

Problem No 1074. Solution next week 
O. Stocchl (L'ltaha Scacchistica, 1934). 

(8/3P4/0Np/t pi P2bR/l pi h3N/1 K3R1 p/ 
2Q3nB/7B - 10 white men; 7 black.) 

White to play and mate in two moves.' 

Solution to No 1073 (Nove)arque). (8/2pp4/ 

1 ppkl P2/1 ntR3/1r1 b2NK/B1 Nql pOB/4b3/ 

3R4 - mate In two.) 1 Kt - K3 (threat 2 R ~ 05). 
(a) 1 . . . BxKt(B6)ch; 2 Kt-B4; (b) 1 . . 

BxKI(K6)ch: 2 Kt-K4; (c) I . BxRch; 

2 Kt-K4; (d) 1 .. . B-B4ch; 2 R - K4. 
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WRESTLING : SPORT OR 
RACKET? 

For long one of the gladletorial 
delights, professional 
wrestling today Is under e 
cloud. Frequent char^ are 
being made about this 
free-for-all sport, questioning 
the credentials of both the 
discipline and the participants 
Ashish Raisdhyaksha and 
S N M Abdi investigate. 
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Separate 
sports Ministry 
essential 

I T IS HIGH TIME HLAT A 
separate ministry for 
sports IS set up in India. 
.Spurts is now within the 
lurisdiction the Ministry 
ot buucataon. Education 
mg a more important port- 
iuiio than sports, the Mi¬ 
nister concerned is hard¬ 
ly able to devote his 
a-tention to sports. For 
roe improvement of the 
standard of sports in the 
country, a separate sports 
aimistry is atMiitutcly nece¬ 
ssary. We dope the Govem- 
ineni will favourably oon- 
sider tnis .suKgeation. 

A. SEKHAR, 
A. SRIKANTH, 
Trioandrum. 

Poor referee ! 

T^E ARTICLE 'P. K. OFF 
* side' by Mr R. K. Tewari 
published in Spanswotld 
April 9 was absorbing read¬ 
ing. albeit completely bereft 
of football sense. Mr Tewari 
has only ridiculed himself. 
But that was no fault of hial 
How could a whoSe-time 
business-monger, a man total¬ 
ly devoid of any soccer 
background, produce better 
reading? 

That ‘PK’, a controversial 
personality througliout, is the 
most dedicated footballer of 
his time is prov^. And, 
PK. as a coach, is simply 
unparalleled. He is incom¬ 
parable. His only ‘guiOt’ was 
that he pulled Mohun Bagan 
out of the ashes ki 1976 and 
restored it to the highest 
crest of glory! And, alas, 
the tribute Mr R. K. Tewari 
paid to Mr P. K. Banerjee! 

Yes, we admit East ^ngal 
migtrt have offered PK a 
more lucrative lump; ■ but 
why you, the Mohun Bagan 
football Secretary with so 
mudi of affection (">) for 
Dilip PalM. coufld not hold 
him back? 

(DR.) SAILEN MONDAL. 

Calcutta. 

Delhi's triumph 

H eartiest congratu- 

lations to the fomicr 
Indian team captain and tlie 
present captain of Dclni 
cricket team Bishan Singh 
Bedi for retaining the Ranji 
Trophy defeating Bombay by 
240 runs and with 14.4 nvin- 



datmy overs to spare. 

The game was more or less 
one-sided. The Delhi team 
was too strong compared to 
the Bombayites. The hero of 
the Bombay team, Sandeep 
Patil was not there- There 
may have been a different 
story to tell had be been 
there. On tbe other bend, 
the superb knock by Mohin- 
der Amamath and Kirti' 
Azad in the tirst innings put 
Delhi in a strong positloa. 
Moreover, the bowling of 
Bisban Singh Bedi in the 
second innings was also 
praiseworthy. Bedi steered 
the course of the game 
Ddlhi's way when he got the 








^ vital breaKtbrough taking 
Vengsarkar’a widcat io the 
M 'Bnt Inoings. The second 
knodc by Sunil Gavaskar 
was also praiseworthy. All 
J aald, Delhi under the cap< 
^ tainship of Bishan Sinitb 
. Bedi fully deserved the out- 
rUht victory. 

KAMALESH C. VARYANI, 
i,; MEKHAN RAJESHPAL 
SINGH, 
S. SAMPATH, 
GODWANI MOHAN, 
^ Ahmedabad. 

lhetter$ cangratulatmn Be- 
di a?id other members of the 
Delhi cricket team that beat 
Bombay in the last Ranji 
Trophy final were also 
written by the following re¬ 
aders: Shasikanth Shett.v 

(Manipal, Karnataka), S. S. 
,M(dianty and K. K. Ghosh, 
Gurdev Awatar and Davcii- 
der Gurmukli (Raigangpur), 
Rajesh Gupta (Rishra) Vis- 
vanath Jagdish (Balasore), 
Reyasuddin Ahiried (Dar¬ 
jeeling), C. K. and Jayanthi 
Subramaniam (Ghaziabad). 
Radhesh Ch. Paul (Cadiar), 
A. D. Barnabas (Calcutta), 
Ani Kumar Pandeya and 
Shekhar Sinba (Gaya)] 

Surprising 

PONGRATULATIONS TO 
. ^ Mr Subhash .Sarcai loi 
his excellent coverage ol 
the Junior Powerlifting 
championships recently held 
at Calcutta Sp(rrt.<iuwr/d 
. (March 5, 1980). How 

■ever, it is really sur- 
^sing to learn from Mi 
Sorcar that “Powerlifting 
has left its counterpart 
weighdifting far behind 
and gone ahead." This re¬ 
mark is neither in good 
taste nor based on any 
facts and figures and ex- 
’ hibits the ignorance of tfio 
writer about the activities 
of weightlifting. 

Powerlifting is nothing 
but the offshoot of weight¬ 
lifting activity which has 
attained the competitive 
stature taken out from the 
32 recognised lifts as t>ci 
Mr George W. Kirkfley, 
the renowned international 
coach from Britain, now 
actively connected with the 
mtematioaal powerlifting 
body. Powerilifting in com¬ 
petitive form at the intei- 
national level appeared 
only in 1971 when the 
First World (Championships 
' were held during Novem- 
'i her, 1971 at Harrysbuni, 

; Pennsylvania and suhsc- 
' quent^ the 2nd and the 3rd 
championships which were 
also held at the same place. 

, India’s participation dates 
badr to 1976 when the VI 
Wodld CStampiooships were 


held at York, Pennsylvania 
where nine countries parti¬ 
cipated and India was 
placed eighth wi(h 19 
points. In the next Cham¬ 
pionships India was placed 
ninth in team champion¬ 
ships. 

Whereas India’s parti¬ 
cipation in international 
weightlifting started in 
1936 and till this day in¬ 
cluding the recent parti¬ 
cipation at the Cardiff 
Commonwealth Weightlift¬ 
ing Championships during 
l-'ebi'uary, 1980, the Indian 
team has gone abroad as 
many as 27 times. India 
hii.s participated in nine 
O U y m p i c Weightlifting 
Championships coinmenc 
ing from 1936. It has also 
parucipated in six Asian 
Carnes and five Common¬ 
wealth Games and cham- 
pioiuships. 

Weightlifting is quite 
deep-rooted and the Weight- 
lilting Federation has con- 
diuted as many as 32 
National (^hampionsliips and 
18 National Junior Cham 
pionships cHintinuously be 
side.s its allied activities. 
It has also conduiled 
“liliarat .Sree" and "Bhaiat 
Kumar” bodybuilding com¬ 
petitions for over two de¬ 
cades and a half. Before 
giving up its eontrofl over 
powerlifting the Indian 
Weightlifting Federation 
conducted three National 
I’owerlifting Championships 
from 1976 to 1978. Doling 
the Fdmuntnn Coininon- 
wcalth Games India bagged 
one Cold and one Silver 
through 1'^ Karuiiakaraii 
and Tamil Sr-lvan Fven in 
the recent Commonwealth 
Weightlifting (Champion¬ 
ships held at Cardiff India’s 
five-member squad bagged 
a gold and two silver 
medals through F^. Karuna- 
karan. Anil Fal and B. 
Shankaran respetlively. In 
view of these farts and 
figures the ‘ question of 
“leaving its counterpart far 
behind" does not arise. 

V. NAGRAJ 
Bangalore. 


Cricket box 

I AM A REGULAR READ- 
er of Sport SWOT Id and 
with all other regular featu¬ 
res. the "Question Box” has 
been one of my favourite 
readable professions. But the 
thing about the ‘Question 
Box’ IS that it is favpuring 
cricket all the time. Have 
not the readers any ques¬ 
tions to ask on other games 
as well? 

KISHALAY CHOVDHURY. 

Shillong. 


Congrats I 

PLEASE CONVEY MY 
I heartiest congratulations 
to Mohammad Shahid, a 



former stadent of Lucknow 
Lnivorsity and young re¬ 
presentative of the Indian 
hockey team, for his brilliant 
perfomianccs in the recently- 
cundluded international qua¬ 
drangular hockey tourna¬ 
ment at Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia) and being named 
The Player of the Tourna¬ 
ment’. 

SHUJAUDDIN ANSARI, 
Gorakhpur, 

New feather to 
Sunny's cap 

C ONGRATULATIONS TO 
Gavaskar for .sharing the 
Wisden honour with Joel 
Gamer (West Indies) and 
England’s Derek Randall. 
Graham Gooch and Brian 
Rose. I,et us wish him gieat 
suctxiss in the English 
County cricket championship 
as he will be playing for 
Somerset this season. 

RAJIV DUTTA, 
Sindri. 

'‘That's his five thousand,” 
said the commentator. 
"It had to be sooner or later. 
With a fast and deadly drive 
Cutting through like a knife.” 
Gavaskar’s the greatest. 

In mags he's the latest 
And surely tn c. while 
He'll pass six thousand in 
style. 

And even though he’s a 

short man 

He very stylishly can 
Tear any attack to bits 
While the next man sits 
Awaiting his chance 
To go and take his stance. 
Though he never lofts for six 
He easily gets fours with 
cuts and flicks 
And before you can even 

wink 

The ball hits the fence with 
a dink. 

After a long long time, the 
fielders 

Get a chance to appeal for 
out 


The umpire retpondk to 'Hiieir 
shout 

His finger goes up in the air 
And Gavaskar starts his walk 
Back to the pavilion stair 
The crowd gives him a loud 
clap 

A fan gives him a beck-slap 
He looks at the board 
And smiles at his score 
He flops' down into a chair 
Watching the next man 
Baiting out there. 

FARHAN AHMED 
(12 years), Bombay 

Sunny as is known to his 
cricket pals 

Unmatched, and liked by 

guys and gals 
Naive — his‘ technique has 

never been 
Invincible in approach, with 
interest keen 

Likeable batsman of crisis, 

belligerent, bold 
Gallantry is his .strongest 

hold 

Ascending to the throne of 
cricket 

Versatile soul on any wicket 
Adept he i.s in the game 
Strokeplayer to attract many 
a dame 

Knight who has won several 
hearts 

And an affirmed 
Recipient of innumerable 

awards 
NISH A & JAVA 
Madras 

IT WAS IN NINETEEN 

Seventy-one 
In the team his place 

Sunny won. 
He then went to the West 
Indies, 

And .started hitting 

centuries. 

He stood for long at the 

crease 

Keeping his captain m the 
pavilion at peace. 
He comes and bats at No. 1 
Very often he hits a ton. 

Playing for India, for the 
years past ten 
He earned a name in 

Sopers' best ten. 
He’s next only to Sobers and 
Bradman, 
Even they both are Sunny's 
fan. 

He’s also become India’s 

captain 

And has successfully climbed 
the mountain 
From. '71 he has never 

looked back 
'Cause he has got the knack. 
Wishing him good luck for 
the rest 

Hope he becomes, batsman 
the best. 

Hooray Sunny! Best of luck 
Hope he doesn’t get out for 
a duck 

CHITRA PARMESHWARAN, 
Calcutta. 



The Sporting Life 


«-IER SERENE HRSHNESS 

Bangkok : Queen Sirtkit of Thailand, a stunning baauty, 
was awarded the United Nations Ceres medal for nar uplift 
of rural women. Asked how she managed to stay slim and 
beautiful at 46, she replied: “I jog and do yoga and when 
it rains run up and down three storeys nine times. As a 
grandmother I could afford to put on some weight but my 
husband says he hates me to be fatl” 

A ‘WHALE* OF A JOG I 

London : English stars appeared in Jubilee Gardens 
for a sponsored jog in defence of whales I The jog organized 
by the Friends of the Earth plan to lobby the International 
Whaling Commission to ban the slaughter of whales. The 
celebrities joined by 1,000 regular joggers were served 
drirrks while a pop group ‘ brayed’’. The signal to start was 
givert by a 20 ft. puppet resembling a high court Judge I 

THINGS GO BETTER WITH. .. 

Peking; T. V. and Radio Commercials banned since 
the Cultural Revolution are back on the air. The first was 
a television endorsement of Happiness (nee Coca) Cola by 
members of a man’s basketball team. 

HOP(P)ING TO RAISE MONEY 

Yorkshire: Woggle-hopper George Corner leap-frogs 
over letter boxes to raise money for the handicapped. 
George a life-long scout aged 79 practises on a Victorian 
pillar-box on the lawns of his house. He calls his sport 
’woggle” because ^e top of the box reaches, the. woggle 
(ring) on a scout’s neckerchief. He recently toured England 
Jumping over 1,000 boxes on the way I It’s a fine way to 
keep fit, he hopes. 


B TELLIS 



^ juar BecAuse ws'tze bbhino bg -o /s 

NO RBASON TV S/\/B UP/ Rl64iT 



^Still fiOHriNe thb old sucB, BH hbrb? 



I '^HARLEi'S ROWED THREE MILES SINCE HE 
CANE HOME.., ALL HELL MUST'VE BROKEN 


LOOSE IN H06 FUTURES/''''' 























Coyer Story 



Professional wrestling to- | 
day is under a cloud, dark¬ 
ened by charges of fixed 
matches. ASHISH RAJA- 
DHYAKSHA investigates. 

“Freddk Widgeon brought a fellow 
named Waterburv to see me, and he 
placed a proposition before me 
which looks dashed good. It seems 
he knows a couple of alHn wrestlers, 
and he wants me to advance two 
hun^^red quid for working capital, 
the scheme being that we hire a 
hall in one of these northern manu¬ 
facturing towns and put these birds 
on and clean up. He says he can 


safely bill the thing as a Europt^an 
Championship, because nobody up 
there is going to know if a wrestler 
is a champion or not. Then we can 
have a return match, and after that 
the rubber match, and then we start 
alt over again somewhere else. 
There ought to be a pot of money 
in It. 

(From “Oofy Prosser and the Beef 
Trust’’ by P. G. WODEHOUSE) 

I T REALLY IS A LOT LIKE 
that ... It really is very like that, 
more so today than when authentic 
professional worlld wrestling cham¬ 
pionships used to be held and popu¬ 
larly recognised as a sport. 
Professional world wrestling died 
out in 1928. That is more or less the 


p^nt iratluit' 

degeneration ot the q»rt started. 
Until today it is Classified as ‘an 
exhibition, to be viewed much as 
farce or comedy’, as Menke's Ency¬ 
clopaedia of sport describes it. 

Pro wrestlmg has today at least 
three world diampions, which are 
titles acknowledged by the bodies 
generally accepted as authentic fthe 
World Wide Wrestling Federation. The 
American Wrestling Association and 
the National Wrestling Alliance). Tbe 
mimbor of self-appointed titles are 
anybody’s guess. Soon after the 
Secon World War, says the Ency- 
(lopaerlia of Popular Sport, “the bet¬ 
ter wrestlers became self-proclaimed 
.champions, organised their own barn¬ 
storming tours and avoided wrestling 
one another for the most part.” It. 
was the beginning of the era of tbe 
promoter, the man who went about 
giving his sponsored bouts the full 
blast of a concerted media build-up 
even while the two wrestlers scream¬ 
ed over posters, TV commerciaLs, 
and the Press for each others blood. 
It was, obviously, the beginning of 
the era of the fixed fight. 

Protessional wrestling Is today an 
international industry, with almost 
5,000 wrestlers at it as their sole 
means of livelihood. It is a thriving 
industry, with an obvious base in the 
USA, but a large fan following in 
much of Europe, Canada, South 
America (particularl.v Brazil), Japan 
and parts of Africa. In India, there 
is a fledgeling circuit in Bombay and 
(.Calcutta, owned by Sterling Promot¬ 
ers (they have their own world 
champion. Dara Singh). While in 
India it hasn't taken very much of a 
firm root, the main reason being a 
more-or-lcss monopoly over the po¬ 
pular wrestlers by just one organisa¬ 
tion. it yet appears to be a pretty 
money-spinner for its owner, Mr B. 
J. Mulla, who has over the years 
built up a fine following. 

Mulla, has more or less adhered 
to the style traditionally accepted in 
the West of building up bouts. Ralph 
Hickok discloses that without excep¬ 
tion all the publicised fights in 
professional wrestling are fixed, 
though they are not, “as some people 
think, choreographed to the last 
detail. But the winner and the time 
when the bout will end are known 
in advance, and usually the way tbe 
end will come is also planned. Blood 
is usually produced by breaking 
small capsules of the kind also used 
on tbe stage and in movies”. (New 
Encyclopeadia of Sport). The basic 
structure, the fundamental issue that 
every bout works on, is that there 
is a good guy and a bad guy. In the 
case of tbe Indian fights, it is the 
two brothers-in-arms, Dara Singh 
and Randh'awa, who ward o£F foreign 
invasion and protect the honour and 
reputation of the country. All the 
foreigners are, needless to add, 
‘viiilians’ in their own way. Every 
fight is preceded by allegations from 
the challengers to Dara Singh’s 
“World Crown’’, whfch vary from 
those of bias on tbe part of the re- 
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6 Bob Backbtndr-warld dtampion of one of the three federations 








iiiBireafomai^ 
worid champs 

Regarded as the moving 
force behind professional 
vyrestling in India. B. J. 
MULLA explains the billings 
of fights alt over the world. 


SHmSWOJKLD : At to u tlM 

vaiM duiawfoa, kaft hn 
% 1. MULLA : Look, one (tf the 
things that people don’t realise is 
the ?act that each aasodation may 
have its own world champion. It 
• is not like the Olympics ediere one 
person gets a gold and is then 
recognised to be the amateur 
champion in his discipline. To the 
peoole a world champion has got 
to be only one. and nobody else. 
This is . not so in professional 
wrestling, it is not so in pro box¬ 
ing either. 


SW; Bvt at to as roar , 
datlon is concerned. Dara Singh is 
woiid champion. How iavortant 
is thatr • 

BiM: We are members of 
the WWWP. which is something 
like a unique <body of promoters— 
286 promoters from all over the 
world — who recognise their own 
champion. There are many sudt 
federations. But the WWWP is 
the largest and most authentic. 
And they have recognised Dara as 
the diampion. 

SW : Not according to the offi¬ 
cial ratti^ received In any Spwts 
Review Seriea. They have Bob 
BacUund as thehr champioa 

BJM : Actually the WWWP 
divides the world into four terri¬ 
tories — East. West, North and 
South. Dara is the Eastern diam- 
pion. 


SW : Has he ever fooffiit o«t> 
sMeT 

BIM : Yes, last year in Amster¬ 
dam, the year before in the West 
Indies. 




BJM : Hp kf 

Three hours of _____ 

a sensible rpatipe, m liy $. Yau 
can see hto ov^ nioroing at 
Jnho. moaiBg toon kOss asoqr 
dsy. 


BW t Why 
taaouis ‘ 



dosatft IM' 

Raadhasnir 

BIM : There’s no sgose li'.. iwo> 
tber flghting hroti^. 

BW : atm 
ttaia 
coneci 
very 

dlpits oto 
apractioa. 
why yo« 

*‘1ijM^^too;aif 

«xed. Not Urn Oars Mp 

way. We b«m sotiM''oarr 
warm-up fights, before the. 
event. Tbese aro mt ' 
laughs, and these gre effaa ^ 
Because the rosntt niakaS:iA 

ference. But there is dp re__ 

for us to fix tl{e fights benaasd 
first, though today Dari Ui'to 
star attraction, if be lostia*! ■ 
build up. someone else. 
take two 'Ildars, or mon 
Tata died, do yon think ^ 
of Tataa is going to coQaig 
if Sunil Gavaskar retires 
cket close down? 
you say the fights in 
fixed, what of the fights Dart w 
fonght abroad? At AnutirdgiBL 
for instance? There the kwal 
promoter will want Me nuua to 
win; hew then pan you explain 
Dora's consistent snoceas? 


SW : Who are the other wr s ffil - 
en who can replaee Darg BiaghT 
BJM : WeU, tMre is Randbawa, 
there’s Prince Maosingb, hat be 
fights under a British lioenee. 
There’s Randhawa’s eon Balnr 
Singh, who looks os if he’s gndpg 
to be good. These are more or Jen 
the grade one wrestjers. 


feree, to the one made two year.s ago 
by a Negro wrestler who claimed 
that “every major sport in the world 
has Negroes as its champion. 1 have 
come to take away the crown from 
Dara and return it to my race, to 
whom it rightfully belongs”. 

“With the coming of televised 
wrestfling after World War 11” writes 
Hickok,' “the professional version 
became even less of a sport ... vil¬ 
lains were needed. In the earlier 
post-war years they were Germans 
or Japanese, like Hans Sdimidt or 
Mr Moto. When the cold war be¬ 
gan these became also Russian 
villains, among them Ivan Koloff 


‘ The Commissar’.” In India there 
was one wrestler named Tham Yen 
Chang, of Chinese origin but now 
very much an Indian citizen, who 
was passed off as Chinese thereby 
giving the tight a ptdlitical hue. But 
more often the values that are used 
to colour the villauis emerge from 
their ‘evil’ nature in the way popu¬ 
lar Hindi film villains are ‘evil’. 
“The posters reflect something that 
already exists, some factual basts 
that creates anknositv between the 
two wrestlers which we highHight 
while promoting the light,” says B. 
J. Mulla. “It naturaUv creates for 
a certain anticipation that makes the 
audience want to come and see the 



fight. Even in Muhammad All fights 
there k a lot of ‘natak* and the fight 
is made to look like the settlement 
of personal scores between the two 
boxers, which isn’t. It just makes it 
more interesting, more livefly.’’ 

Who come to India are profession' 
als tail the foreigners). The very 
first tning that is given to them by 
their promoter is an image. He is 
eitner a good guy. wniefi means that 
be is a ’lair’ wrestler, who tights by 
the rules or a bad guy whicb tran¬ 
slates to mean a ‘killer- in the zing, 
demented, habitual lawbreaker’, 
“fans ail over the world know the 
scarred, bald head of the hated Ba- 








timr ASSAQAk L»caia|< 
vv WM in hit pHou,'wwrtttM: 
WM.Am<tftoi*t qnn tninlMr op* 
unclitr Um graat nuhv |mii^ 

'ih« amergiMtw*. ol tbs - 
to the more popular Qmo* 
ttonwn atylo pf ^sitln| war'' 
pn« of grippliu tho M^eiMuit 
wttorover the opportunely. i>aBr>> 

, eO ttaelt It qdei^ clbacted 
pubUe faney. reeultiag in tho 
emocionoa of atalls In ooontfy 
feira Whero ‘profeaaionab’ ofCeroa 
to pay |2a up to $200 and aome* 
tJUnea oven more to any man 
whosa< ahouldara they eo^ not 
pin within a apecided time limit 

From auch an environment 
cmereed the world'a ftn^yer 
wreatling champion, Martin. 
‘Ihrmer’ Burna, w^ weirbed 
only 170 pounda. Ha won the 
Catch>aa*catch-ean Champion*'' 
ship (which waa what the new 
atyle waa calledj when be beM 
the flrat Htrangular* ta 

it95. Be proihptly iMt it tb Tom 
Jenkihi, an unJenhwn Ch^and 
farmer, ttm yeara later 
Jenklna held it lor eaven yewa^ 
when be loat, in a compiew 
aet to another Unbnown iranb 
Ootch in 1800. And fnbn that 
ehcounter emerged the man who 
it popularly aol^wledged to M 
the greateai wreatlar ever, Frank 
Ootch, who held the title torle 
yeara and IW houta. 



live 

v« hdbicr. . , 
lyek. Ju^i jdhWi,. 



Xlitrine tim lilFA there were 
a lot of WreeOaM. all hvar the 
world, who were el 
llty, in an era lhat 
aa the ' 

Led 

were . , _ 

Shikat, Hint Lohdoe^ Bay Btaele 
and Rady Ouaek, $hamjdona all. 

In the early. IflSO'a, promoter 
Jack PfeSOr IntroduiM wteatiing 
in mud and oagea. Be waa the 
ftrat ta atart woman’a wreatling 
and 'midget* bwta, end what has 
a Wwy \mmporary pheno* 
rnanoh, Balinal bouts. 

With the mhk in of televl* 
Shm aftwriltiK^. World War, 
the profeeaiohil venion gradual¬ 
ly . deteclwrahMl’ aa a q^rt. A 
ngihed *ci^eout* 
(real name : Raymond 
, .. bteacted hod marcelled 
Mlldldtr; iMyie^ hame from 
......... .'drtmwUl'and made 


had star* 


aX 


ran Von Rascbke. The man ia 
known and despised everywnere” is 
a typical description oi a villain 
(Wrestling Picture Bodk), while the* 
hero or good guy is described as, 
"with a lightning flash of greatness 
Manny Fernandez made the smart 
people look awfuUy foolish (when he 
became Florida champion). It 
couldn’t happen to a nicer guy. In 
fact, people used to say Manny was 
too nice to be a wrestler. To that 
Manny would answer : ‘A wrestler 
has to be strong, quick and smart. 
He doesn’t have to be mean. Mean 
guys don’t make good wrestlers. 
Mean guys are just mean guys’.” 
(Sports Review i^estling — March 
ISaO) 

This image is assiduously perpe¬ 
tuated by all the people in the busi¬ 
ness, whether rival promoters, 
columnists or the hundreds of wrest¬ 
ling magazines that report on it. It 
is after all their sole guarantor of 
success, the myth that is implicitlv 
accepted by all the fans. And it has 
been accepted to the point of it being 
a very lucrative industry indeed. 
The average wrestller, just one of a 
promoter’s entourage and by no 
means his star draw, is good enough 
for $ 15,000 in earnings annually. 
The top ones make anything up to 
$ 100,000, while the ‘world cham¬ 
pions’ or first contenders, people who 
wrestle six days a week, make over 
$250,000. Ofiidal ratings for the 
top three federations are. Bob Back- 
lund (WWWF World Champion), 
Nick Bockwinkel (AWA) and Harley 
Race (NWA). Obviously, there are. 
men who are among the top earners 
in the game, but apparently the list 
of "Most Popular” which is run by 
every issue of ‘Wrestling Superstars’, 
with a monthly poll of their readers, 
make even more than the ‘World 
Champions’. These are people like 


Pham Yen Chang—beUmga to MuUa’s stable and probablv the best after Dora and RaruOuiwa 





>^re the Giant, Dusty Rhodes, Ivan 
Putski. who traditionally accept ros¬ 
es presented by pretty children or 
girls before their bouts, whUe loud¬ 
mouths like Bryan St John call 
themselves the ‘greatest ever’ while 
taking “a child’s autograph book and 
shredding it, stomping the fragments 
of paper and throwing it at the kid'’ 
In India, an average wrestler like 
Dhanraj or Meherdin might get Rs 
1.000 per fight, a more aowd pulling 



Cartsvlemduced blood? 



RANDHAWA tefisSPORTS- 
WORLD his greatest regret 
was to have turned pro- 
Jessiona! straightaway. But 
he won't make the same 
mistake with his son. 


SPORTBWORLD : What b yow 
YouYe the b^a Chm 
aad year brother Dara Siach 
• World Champfoa? 

RANDHAWA : He was original' 
ly Rustom-B-Hind, and when he 
won the World Championship be 
became Rustom-E-Zaman, and con¬ 
ceded the Indian title to me. 


R : That b adhiaib’ the greataet 
regret,! tavb th|t I tamed pro- 
MwioaaI;bef4nb gmag mysalT a 
^Boe in ^ amatiar drcith. If 
I bad A di<^, BoWr t iiroai(fai*t 
turd pnfeisioaal the way 1 did. 


dW t Yea hgyt a i«B, arho li 
very gaed la the rfiagt we are told. 
Am yew geiag te audte hha a 
amfeaHeoaiV 

R : No, not at all. Tro training 
him td fight for the amateur 
tenroaments. If I have a soy. he 
won’t turn professional as quickly 
as I did, despite the fact that 
time is ilightiy more money in 
prafessloiiar wrestling than the 
amateur. 


SW : Why don’t yea ever fight 
hlaiT 

R t Nnnnnoo... he's far better 
than me. Besides brothers can’t 
fight in this sport. They will never 
be serious. 

8W : How good are yon M coav 
pared to ttie amateur wreatten 
who lepreMUt India in the Aibn 
Gaaee or Commonwealth Gaawit 

R: Our style is different We 
fight freestyle, whereas the others 
fight Indian style. So you can't 
compare. 

SW : Tow had once ofered tw 
train the Indian wretUera. hefem 
they went, to the Edinburgh Cam 
monwealto Games, badiTt yoaf 

R : Yes. but they didn’t res¬ 
pond. 

SW : Have jaa ever fett like 
repreaeating ladia la the vaileas 
tawraameabf 


SW : What do you thtak of the 
atjde la which the professional 
boata are ma in Indlat The poo¬ 
ler eaaumlgaa aad leaflets clef 

R 1 1 don't like it They overdo 
things every time. You just sav 
MOiething, and next it is grossly 
exaggerated and put up on all the 
posters. It tries to make us wrest- 
wrs out into some sort of animab, 
>ut for each other’s blood... 

SW t Do you amaa tbea that all 
tbo accnsaHoao amde, all that 
tetakbaal’ baa a gtrwi of rcahtyf 
m’t ft Just Inveatedf 

R : Sometimes it is invented, 
mostly it is an exaggeration of 
some minor incident that takes 
place between us. 

SW : Bow much are you paldt 

R : Not very much. 

SW : Are the fights fixed? 

R : No. not as far as I know. 


wrestler Rs 2,500 to 3,000 while 
Dara Singh and Randbawa get a 
share of the total gate money wfaidi 
tops one lakh. 

Only by meeting some of these 
wrestlers does one realise that be¬ 
neath all that manly bravado and 
the glorious noises made by promoter 
and fighter, lurks a very, very filthy 
and uncertain life. 'Tham Yen 
Chang, the 26-year-oid Chinese-turn- 
cd-Indian. is a professional wrestler- 
with Mr Mulla’s stable. He hasn’t 
bothered to insure himself, hasn’t 
given anything like a thought for bis 
future. "I get by”, he tells us with 
a simple grin. His wife is a part- 
time cabaret dancer who stays alone 
in a zero star hotel in one of Colaba’s 
less sophisticated environs. Doesn’t 
.«he feel anythkig about the danger¬ 
ous life her husband leads? She’s 
more forthcoming : “I don’t know, 
i pray aad hope that things will be 
for the best. There is a certain 
pride in being a wrestler’s wife, 
which compensates for the risks. My 
husband is very good as a wrestler., 
possibly the best in India after Dara 
and Raodhawa. Very often the 
fights are fixed by the preiudioet of 


the referees. They disqualify my 
husband when be faults but others 
can get away with all sorts of 
things." 

I N 1978 A WRESTLER DIED IN 
India, within days of a fight with 
Randbawa. Eyewitnesses recall the 
fight between Mongol Warlord and 
Ran^awa as a particularly violent 
one, a fact that is normally not the 
case with prof^sionals fde^ite pho^ 
tographs snowing convincing evi¬ 
dence to the contrary at foreign 
picture books). The posters the next 
day, despite showhig a huge black- 
and-white photograpn of the Wailord 
(real name : Bob Taylor, from 
England), gave him a r^ smear on 
his face and showed a contented 
Raodhawa smirkimi iu the back¬ 
ground. The poster flashed an inane 
comment that went something like 
‘Mongol Injured’, aqd a copy that 
more or less gloried in the fact of 
tba Indian hero giving the villain 
aomething that bad been coming to 
him for a while Taylor died the 
next day, supposedly of a heart- 
attack. and an item went around that 
he wouldn’t have lived much longer 


anyway. What was more important 
was the fact that emerged, that no 
promoter ever takes any responsibilitv 
for injury to men in his flight. Thev 
fight ‘at their own risk’. 

How much does the promoter 
make? He’s the one who runs the 
show; a fact that makes the top men, 
that is the men who ’own’ the 
biggest names in wrestling, earn 
very good money. A recent tourna¬ 
ment in Fiji, which Tham Yen Chang 
had participated in, drew crowds of 
an average of 5,000, ea^ paying a 
minimum of $5 (Fiji), which means 
$ is,COO daily in a country where 
professional wrestling before this 
tournament was unknown. Average 
crowds at Tampa (Florida), Memphis, 
Amarillo, which are satellite circuits 
in the USA, not part of tbe primary 
ones which consist of the larger 
towns like Detroit. Boston, Los Ange¬ 
les. Chicago or San Fraasisco, draw 
daily crowds of 30,000. The biggest 
fights, however, are traditionally in 
Madison Square Garden, which hou¬ 
ses a capacity crowd of 75,000, and 
the top promoters in USA like Lou 
Aibano and George ‘Crybaby’ Cannon 
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V yea Ml 


I fewn w 

fm«maa Bkc • leMival >««i0Br. 
1 a ytthiae eaUed 

SMiimidMnd. where 1 mad to 
wreatia aa a hhbhy. There they had 
t .aranal oompetfliaaa, which 
ttluhave,'^ wreithwuieach 
the aaimal nwlk. I was 
akbfca cff Pathru Pabelwaa 
mta to win thon village 

itt. 

4 

, 81^ When did yo« turn grefeo- 

DdM! 1 went to Singapore, 
and wrestled there. TboM days 1 
was purely Indian style. But there 
1 learnt the advantages of free¬ 
style. When 1 oune bade I turned 
professiottaL 



8W: Ymu- praaretw deaeribca 
yon a genina. At 8S yon are stm 
active, do yon think yon an an 
extraordinary wreotlert 

DA]M; A wrestler’s b'fe can go 
on tin SO. It's not unusual. But 
now I have retired. I have surren¬ 
dered the world championship, un¬ 
beaten for over 11 years. 


8W: World ehampionehig of 
what aaaociatlonT 
DARA: I have been associated 
with many assodations, Uie 
Wrestling Federation of India, the 
W<^ Wide Wrmilng Pederathm, 
and also an orunisation in Lon¬ 
don. the Giant Promotion of Lon¬ 
don. All these people recognise mo 
as champion. 


have access to it four times a week. 

An interesting sidelight to these 
top promoters is t'.ie fact that very 
otten it is their character or rule 
that is built up, central to the ligbt. 
THE MAN WHO WANTS KEN 
PATERA AND IVAN PUTSKI TO 
DESTROY EACH OTHER, goes the 
title of one ‘preview* of a fight. 
‘ Money is the only thing that mat¬ 
ters to Lou Albano”. goes the copy. 
“He wants Ivan Putski destroyed, be¬ 
cause the Polish grappler is defeat¬ 
ing his wrestlers. He's wiMing to 
sacriRce Ken Patera to achieve his 
goad. Will these two wrestlers main 
each ot^r td please Lou Albiuio7'* 
George Cannon is accused at another 
point of interfering in the flight, pull¬ 
ing out a rope and strangling one of 
the two wrestlero—the mie oppos¬ 
ing his man — and the referee 
notices nothing unusual. The .photo¬ 
graphs. however, in Sports Review 
Wrestling naturally expose all. 

Where dooa Oara Singh lit into the 
world bhtrarchy? Ho ia normally 
passed (df aa the reoogniood Workh 





DARAl 

champ 
iaUko 
nre mmwi 

taps, 

- - #»’■ 

and I bent 

RARAi I have fmuM .many 
tfinet aiaeo l wm w tMR Biecentr 
to I foni^ in I^ifi7 Mim. in 
Afflaterdnm, then in London. The 
first time I f«mgbt ki London 
vdien I Uied for tte but^onf. 
1 camd leconiL That was in 198Z. - 

8 W: What 4 o yon ttM ii 
foyshmal wrartHofi ai R k" 
more a radmt than a gpoitT 
DARA: In my time there 
weren’t so many assodations. The 
professional world championdiip 
was a presti^ous title. Today ft is 
the amateur titles that are man 
presUgions, Uke the Oormpicsi. If 1 
was starting today, I wenld have 
remained an amateur wrestler. 
Professional wrestling is deterior¬ 
ating into a stunt game. 


_Ho -waa'airefldy Rnt hi*, 

-host idMm 1 come hita fifl pmiver. ■ 
he^WM dory mnr good. 

ffit Wo alM comM me. . 

,y 

f 


■ DARA I Very Bttle. Per the less¬ 
er bouts. wresHers get about Rs 
fOB—1/100. They may have two 
noots in a month, but only for 
flwee rnomlia. For the rest the 
year thew starve It is barely sub- 
sistenoe leveL But ft depends on 
the name cf the person. H you are 
famous yon certainly can make 
money. 


8W: An the fighta RttdT 
DARA: No. .If they ware, ttey 
would always he a draw. If the 
fighters are friendly thra tiiey 
don't want to beat eodi omer. 

8Wi No. hr tiolI ..laanit . • 


Wide Wrestling FeUeration champion. 
His brother , RSndhawa. promoter 
Muila as well as another wrestler 
told us this, independently of eacn 
other. But this is not so, since Bob 
Bucklund is officially' the top of their 
rankings list, followed by the 10 top 
contenders for the WWWF bolt, 
whore our local Champ features now¬ 
here. After we discovered this 
Muila amended his story to the one 
of Zonall Championships recognised 
by the WWWF (see box), and the 
fact that Dara Singb is the acknow¬ 
ledged eastern champion. 

In the sort of murky and highly 
variable uncertainty that professional 
wrettling exists in. there are no auch 
things os dearcut diitlnctiona, rules 
or authentic rankings. Dnre Singh 
is not ofildatiy recognised anywhere 
but there are a few facts that go in 
his favour; vis. that he has fought 
American wreatlert who are them- 
selvea well-known and popular crowd 
pullers at home. People Uke Andre 
the Giant, Giant Babe. Jack BrRoo-- 
be bos beaten them in India. And 
the man be won taia world duunpion- 


8W: Him HU the 
WRatten who have 
la latfat 
DARR: Them’t Satpal, then 
tbm J| Roitar Singh, Prince Man 
Singh. All very praniaing wrret- 
lers, if utey worii hard. ProMe- 
liewti wnotling is n fuUdkiie 


4ri 


iu^PM 


DAiS? N^w I only act in lima. 
.INt ««mi wimn I oiM to do both. 
I n«od to hoep two moothi la Om 
'luir Me Ihr «on ' 


ship belt from, Lou Thess. was in hit 
time at some point One- recognised 
WWWF champion. 

The calibre of the wrestler is 
strictly dependent on the dout the 
promoter has in the profession. The 
fact that some of the better known 
wresiilers have come to India and lost 
to Dara Singh does not mean that he 
was better than them, but that hit 
promoter bad the means to ensure 
his victory. In the Thesz-Oara fight, 
the two possible ways in whkb It 
happened are that, iu-stiy. Then was 
at that time the WWWF champion, 
and lost to Dara Singh. It is unlike¬ 
ly because purchasing a WWWF 
title means big money, and mimp of 
the wrestlen come to India witbaui 
promise of wh payment. 

The second way Is that Ihooi must 
have already lost the title, antst 
have been an the pofitt of retiramant.' 
must have come to India and ograad 
to lose, and retired fanmamateiy 
after and conceded on ootendUa 
‘WoiM Champioa’ belt to Dan, wbo 
has worn it ever otnoa. It to oerdy 
.the more likely of tile twe. 




Tamasha in 
the arena 

S. N. M ABDI 

W BAT DO BROWN BOMBER, 
11140 Mututuuj Joke. Taras 
Bulba. Ti'i^r AU. Omar Sharif, Uad- 
ad Brothers, Lon Thess, Gordon Sa¬ 
mara, Dhanraj. Zoro Brothers, and 
Meheruddin have in common? They 
wrestle for money and they can se¬ 
ver defeat Dara Singh. 

On May 6, a Sunday. last year I 
sat through three and a half hours 
of pure, superb tamasha wuicb goes 
on in the name of wrestling at the 
fully air-conditioned government- 
owned Netaji Indoor .Stadium in Cal¬ 
cutta. The participants are house¬ 
hold names: particularly the ‘invin¬ 
cible’ Oara Singh and his brother 
Randhawa. One of the organisers, 
speaking in impeccable English, took 
me aside and said %vith obvious pride 
on his beaming fate : “The crowd 
you see here simply adorse Oara and 
Randhawa. And why not, don’t they 
remind you of Ram and Lakshman?" 
At that moment he spotted our photo¬ 
grapher Tapan Das who had some¬ 
how managed to dodge the turbaned 
volunteers and was standing close to 
the two Hadad Brothers, lust outside 
the wrestling ring. My guide sho* 
towards him in a flash and asked 
Das not to go near the ring, advising 
him to bring telephoto lens next 
time. Journalists and photographers 
are not very welcome in the arena. 
On the previous Sunday, April 29. a 
few photographers who had bought 
tickets were not permitted to enter 
the stadium with their equipment. 

Last year, the wrestling circus in 
Calcutta was ushered in by the usual 
fanfare ; larger than life portraits of 
Dara Singh, Randhawa, Taras Bulba 
and King Kendo adorned ticket coun¬ 
ters all over the city, decorated 
stationwagons announced the arriyal 
of Dara Singh and bis friends over 
blaring loudspeakers, musical bands 
walked the streets, handbills were 
distributed and a poster campaign 
was launched to herald the iurth- 
coming wrestling bonanza. The 
events were advertised in all the 
daily papers in Calcutta. Strangely, 
none of these advertisements men¬ 
tioned the name of the orga- I 
nisers. On May 5, a day before 
the show 1 contacted New Bombay 
Hotel, one of the ticket counters 
named in the advertisements, situat¬ 
ed at the crossing of Central Avenue 
and Beadon Street, to find out who 
the organisers were. The people 
selling the tickets asked me who I 
was and why was I inquiring about 
the organisers. I replied 1 was a 
working Journalist and wanted to 
buy two tickets. The two men at the 
counter exchanged glances and said; 
“We are not selling tickets to the 
BrpSk* tt was no use arguing wiiti 




the two Sardarjis who sat at the 
counter. The next day we entered 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium by kind 
courtesy of a Goyt-rnment photo¬ 
grapher. Once we were inside, their 
PRO, a local journalist, Mr Bacchan 
Singh Saran, was quite pleasant w.. 
us. His only r,.qui:si was; that we 
do not go near the ring, but watch 
the show from at least j distance of 
3S yards. 

C ALCUTTA’S INDOOR STADIUM, 
with a seating capacity of 12,000. 
fetches gate money to the tune of 
Rs 3.5 lakh rupees per show. The 
ticket prices range between Rs 10 and 
Rs 55. The mako-shifl wrestling 
ring which occupies the centre of the 
stadium is thirty-six square yards. A 
medley of bright colours flood the 
elevated ring; red, while, black and 
sapphire blue. The base of the ring 
is wrapped in red, thp traditional 
wrestling colour in India. A small 
wooden ladder leads to the platlorm 
from either side. The perimeter is 
railing. The referoe. a robust figure 
in white trousers and white vest and 
a steel whistle between his thick lips 
moves across thj ring, stamping his 
feet on the planks. The crowd 
whistles in antic.p..tlon At a dis¬ 
tance of about four yards sit three 
officials. One of them is Mr B. J 
Mulla (nickname Bob) who later cal¬ 
led himself the "moving spirit be¬ 
hind commercial wrestling in India”. 


ness is between Randhawa and Hadad 
Senior. Randhawa comes into the 
ring wearing a red and black colour¬ 
ed tunic. An official walks up to the 
ring and t announces over the mike. 
“On my left is Hadad Senior and on 
my right is the great wrestler, the 
piidc ot India, Rustame Hind, Hind 
Kesari, P,ihlewan Randhawa. Ran- 
dbawa raises his hands to accept 
the e.ir sn.iiting applause from the 
stands. The crowd wants the foreig¬ 
ner to be humiliated. As Randhawa 
catches Hadad in a vicious shoulder 
grip the (Towd chants. '’Hmd-Kt’sarl 
y.in-Iabad” and “Jai Bairang Bali 
Ki". CoTTutiunaliim rreeps into the 
crowd’s mood, and the slogan and 
cries reflect it. The organisers try 
and pantk'r up to this communalism. 

From inside the r ng both Hadad 
and Randhawa make attempts to 
entertain the crowd. Randhawa 
gesticulate.s th.it his opponent is 
cranky. Hadad retaliates by making 
very obscene gestures with his middle 
finger, a gesture which every school¬ 
boy knows. In the second round 
Hadad adopts the nerk-gnp which is 
technically wropg. The referee takes 
.1 flying kick at Hadad who moves 
away at the last moment. TThe 
referee lands on the floor of the ring 
with a loud thud. The crowd bursts 
out laughing. The referee joins in 
the laughter, and there is mirth all 
around. The holiday crowd is eniov- 
ing every moment of the show. 


A middle-aged Bengali gentleman 
sitting in the VIP enclosure with his 
teenaged son asks me Hadad|s nation¬ 
ality. I reply with a straight lace 
that Hadad is Lebanese. He g.ves me 
a smile, turns to his son and says. 
Sab naKstiabaji. Hindustham kae 
mask poriye dccyecftc”. (This is all 
show. Hadad is an Indian wearing 
a mask.) Then both sun and father 
become engrossed in the wrestling 
antics of the ring. 1 ask the PRO 
whether we could meet Hadad. He 
replies. “I don’t think it would be 
possible. I don’t know where Hadad 
is putting up.” The first fight 1 wit¬ 


Soon. Dara Singh makes the "Great 
Appearance.” He wears a flowing 
robe of bright ■-ilk. He walks into 
the ring and the officials give him 
the mike to address the audience. 
He promptly denounces the violence 
in great - Hindi-film style "yeh 
khoon ki garmi hai. jawani ki garmi 
hat, lektn kushtt nahm" I’he crowd 
chaiiis "RuslameZama zmdabad" 
Tod 'Dara Srngh jug jug jivo ” (Long 
live the world champion. Long live 
Dara Singh). Also the stage is set 
for the Singh brothers to take on the 
Hadads in the coming weeks. 



There has been a runntag com¬ 
mentary on the bouts, in the stadium 
Exempts: “Both of them are on the 
huoi. Uhanrai s bano is around 
Hadad’s waist. Is this a bedroom 
scene... ?” “Taras Bulba, as you all 
know, is the monkey we have brought 
here from the Carribeans...” “Now 
we will see, of the two wrestlers, 
whose mother produced better milk 
for her child when he was young...” 
The running commentary is in Eng¬ 
lish and Hindi. Before leaving the 
stadium, I walk to the ring. As 1 
lift the red cloth which covers the 
floor of the ring, my doubts arc con¬ 
firmed. Two small microphones arc 
hanging under the platform, and they 
have given the crowd its money’s 
worth by amplifying every thud and 
grunt in the wrestling ring. 

HE ORGANISERS HAVE SET UP 
their office in Calcutta at a hotel 
on Suuder Street Room number 18. 
is meagrely furnished; a double-bed, 
a couple of chairs and a writing 
table with a portable typewriter. 
Posters are piled in one corner of 
the room and the walls display wrest¬ 
ling pictures. A bearded Mr B. J. 
Mulla informed me that “we belong 
to the All India Wrestling Bureau, 
a Bombay-based promoting firm.” 
He refused to divulge the name of 
people who rgn the Bureau. “I am 
the moving spirit behind the game. 
You can ask me whatever you would 
like to know, why are you interested 
In the others?” 1 asked him if this 
firm was registered and if so what 
was the registration number. “Why 
do you ask this ? Don’t you think 
you are being very curious”, he re¬ 
plied with a smile. I asked him who 
audited their accounts. He said. 
Sorry, we can’t tell you this’. “Who 
are your associates in Calcutta ?”. 
I made another unsuccessful attempt 
to make Mr Mulla talk. He chewed 
his cigar and replied in a low voice, 
“If you really want to know so much 
about wrestling. I have a suggestion. 

1 will call in one of the wrestlers. 
You take two good throws on the 
bed and you will know practically 
everything.” Naturally, the meeting 
ended. 

Most of the ticket counters are at 
dhabae (ramshackle restaurants) in 
the city. Sikhs are great patrons, so 
much so that during the recent trou¬ 
bles at Bagmari, there was talk of 
postponing the wresthng matches 
scheduled for May 13 as a mark of 
protest. Biharis form the other signi¬ 
ficant element of the audience. But 
gradually fans are coming from other 
communities too. Of course, the 
publicity, and the superb use of wall 
posters to disseminate news, is mas¬ 
terly. And all the newspapers which 
print the advertisements of this 
lamasha help out too, by winking 
at the unethical aspects of this 
advertising. Convention demands 
that the name of the sponsor or orga¬ 
niser must be shown in the advertise¬ 
ment; in the interests of ethics— 
newspapers must know who the ad¬ 
vertiser is. But apparently, even the 
Arm wUefa bandlea tiie advertising. 

*■ O 


publicity media, does not know the 
name of the .client—or, at least, will 
not admit it publicly. They only give 
the client’s name as “Freestyle Wrest¬ 
ling. Calcutta”. 

N MAY, WHEN THE WRESTUNG 
fever was at its height in Calcutta, 
an enterprising director of Calcutta 
Doordarshan planned a short docu¬ 
mentary on the wrestling tamasha to 
show that the fights were stage-man¬ 
aged. He had also recruited the 
services of a wrestling expert to point 
out the technical flaws in these bouts. 
Mr B. J. Mulla however did not per¬ 
mit the TV crew inside the stadium 
The excuse offered was very flimsy: 
Mr Mulla said that the presence ol 
cameramen would iip.set the wrest¬ 
lers’ concentration. 

In the third waek of May. the 
Detective Department of Calcutta 
Poiioe decided to go into the dealings 
of the All India Wrestling Bureau— 
the promoters of freestyle wrestling 
was telecast after all, Mr Mulla 
in Calcutta. This inquiry was per¬ 
haps prompted by rumours which 
painted the wrestling matches in poor 
light. A section of the audience 
alleged impersonation inside the 
wrestling ring—a charge which 
amounts to fraud under the Indian 
Penal Code. It was alleged that the 
organisers were cheating the public 
by billing many of the Indian wrest¬ 
lers as foreigners. To support their 
allegation they asserted that “for¬ 
eign” wrestlers always wore masks. 
On May 10. Calcutta’s largest selling 
Bengali daily printed a letter entit¬ 
led : BaJiuroopi Kusttgeer (Phoney 
Wrestlers). ’The letter said; “I was 
greatly surprised while watching the 
wrestling matches at the Indoor Sta¬ 
dium on May 13. Dara Singh and his 
brother Randhawa wrestled with the 
Hadad Brothers. Hadad Senior was 
no one else but one Yang Chang who 
until some time ago lived in Tangra 
in Calcutta and now lives in Bombay. 
1 would like to know how Chang 
suddenly became Hadad.” During 
the wrestling matches, Mr Bacchan 
Singh had told me that the Hadad 
Brothers were from Lebanon. When 
I bad expressed the desire to meet 
the two. Mr Singh said that he did 
not know where they were putting 
up in the city. 

The inquiry conducted by the 
Detective J^partment revealed very 
little. The sleuths who met Mr B. J. 
Mulla and Mr Bacchan Singh were 
told that the “foreign wrestlers”, had 
already left the country. Hence, the 
passports were not available for 
verification. Since then, the case has 
been taken up by the Enforcement 
Directorate and investigations are 
on. A senior officer of the Detective 
Department told me: “You can rest 
assured that next year, there will be 
no freestyle wrestling matdies in Cal¬ 
cutta. This was the last time for 
both audiences and organiser^. But 
the situation may become hopeless 
for us if some top level politician 
intervenes on their behalf. You never 
know.” 

PolitiGBl pannage is sorely one «f 


the serious allegations against the 
All India Wrestling Bureau. When 
the organisers came down from Bom¬ 
bay in April last year, things were 
slightly difficult in the beginning. 
But soon the situation brightened ; i 
is alleged they succeeded in wooing 
some powerful political elements. 
Bureaucratic doors slowly opened and 
willing Government officers extendc 
all possible help and cooperation. 
There were rumours that the organi¬ 
sers’ trump card was Mr Habu Ghosh. 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu’s personal 
chauffeur. This gentleman, it is al¬ 
leged, was spotted by Mr Bacchan 
Singh. Mr Habu Ghosh belongs to 
the CPI(M) cadre and during the. 
Emergency when Congress workers* 
were after him he was given shelter 
by Mr Bacchan Singh. As the story 
goes, when his saviour asked for a 
favour, Mr Ghosh wilUngly obliged. 
It is further alleged that he took Mr 
Bacchan Singh to Mr S. K. Acharya, 
Advocate-General of West Bengal and 
Chairman of the Sports Council. The 
organisers’ chief problem was; how 
would they manage 3000 kw of elec¬ 
tricity when the power situation in 
the State was so dismal? This minor 
problem was easily solved. Mr 
Acharya reportedly recommended the 
case to Mr S. M. Murshed who allot¬ 
ted the required power. There were 
dark innuendoes in the Bengali Press 
about Mr Murshed’s decision. I point¬ 
ed this out to Mr Murshed in an 
interview. He replied : “If you are 
talking about the Ananda Bazar 
Palrika, well, I don’t read that paper.” 

It is difficult for the law to prove 
cases of favouritism or even bribery: 
they are usually dismissed as rumour. 
But when important Government 
officers or politicians are involved, ii 
is certainly worthwhile to investi¬ 
gate the charges. If Mr S K Acharya 
did forward the Wrestling Bureau’s 
application to Mr S. M. Murshed for 
granting power supply, it can be 
logically argued that he did it in his 
lawful capacity as the chairman of 
the Sports Council. This could well 
be true but it has not helped to do 
away with rumours which describe 
the allotment of 3000 kw of electri¬ 
city for the wrestling shows as a case 
of favouritism. Both Mr Murshed and 
Mr Acharya defend the allocation of 
power on the ground that the Indoor 
Stadium was after all constructed for 
hiring it out to users. And the hir¬ 
ing charges do bring in a good 
amount of money to the State Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr Habu Ghosh and Mr Bacchan 
Singh confess that they are good 
friends. In an interview to Sportsworla, 
Mr Habu Ghosh said he did not how¬ 
ever take Mr Singh to the Advocate- 
General. “I belong to the CPI(M). 
We are not permitted to do such 
things. Neither do we go to anyone 
for favours nor do people come to 
tts”, he asserted. And Mr Ghosh is 
an assertive man; he sat crosslegged 
on Hm table instead of the sofa in 
the Press Comer at Writers’ Buildings 
where I spoke to him. Mr Bacdian 
Singh said that be would often give 
a good part of his salary to Mr Habu 




Ghosh when Congress Party workers 
had made life very difBcuit for this 
CPI(M) worker. But favours from 
Mr Habu Ghosh now that he is very 
close to the Chief Minister, never. 

In 1975 when the All India Wrest¬ 
ling Bureau came down to Calcutta 
for the first time, there were similar 
stories of political patronage and 
favouritism. The Bombay-based pro¬ 
moting firm received the active co¬ 
operation of Mr Abdur Rahman 
Rustum, an Urdu journalist from 
PtttQham. It is alleged that Mr Rus¬ 
tum who was one of Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray’s most trusted journa¬ 
list friends, obtained various conces¬ 
sions from the Government for the 
wrestling organisers. It is understood 
that Mr Rustum wrote speeches for 
the_ then Chief Minister which were 
delivered to woo Muslim votes for 
the Congress Party. In 1977 Rustum 
contested the State Assembly elec¬ 
tions from Basirhal but lost. In 1975, 
the Calcutta Collectorate went to the 
extent of exempting entertainment 
tax to the advantage of the organi¬ 
sers. This certainly could not have 
b^n possible without the co-opera¬ 
tion of political and bureaucratic 
figures in the State Government. 

The Marxist Government which 
made a gallant attempt to weed out 
political corruption as soon as it came 
into office, took a hard view when 
the wrestUng organisers came to 
Calcutta for the sec'ond time in 1977. 
Things became very difficult indeed 
for the organisers when Mr Subhrang- 
sbu Ghosh, the then deputy-secretary 
for sports was suddenly removed by 
the new Government. When I met 
Mr Mulla. be expressed sorrow at Mr 
Ghosh’s removal with whom he is 
on first name terms: Mr Mulla also 
refers to Mr S. K. Acharya as Sne- 
bangshu. Misuse of Test match tic¬ 
kets was one of the serious allega¬ 
tions raised against Mr Subhrangshu 
Ghosh by the Calcutta Press Club. 
In 1975 the organisers were exempt¬ 
ed from payment of entertainment 
tax but in 1977 and 1979 again, 
the Finance Department did not 
oblige. Mr Mulla was visibly angry 
on this score. He told me ; "We 
make a little money and that too is 
taxed by your Government." How¬ 
ever, last year, as in the past, the 
organisers earmarked 450 compli¬ 
mentary tickets for Writers’ Buildings 
and another 150 for La] Bazar. 

A n officer of the income 

Tax Department in Calcutta was 
suspended last year because he fail¬ 
ed to submit a proper report on the 
financial ramifications of wrestling 
show biz in the dtv. An income tax 
official told me that the matter need¬ 
ed proper investigation because in 
the i^eoent past umpteen organi.ta- 
tlons have mushroomed which take 
advantage of certain legal loopholes 
to suppress income tax returns. Most 
of them are not registered and dis¬ 
appear iqto thin air after making 
fantastic profita He said that there 
is a strong case for permitting only 
registered organisations to put up. 
any Mad of wow where ticketa oro 


sold to the public. This would ensure 
proper income tax returns as well 
as guarantee that the public is not 
cheated by unscrupulous organisers. 
Recently, the Detective Department 
of Calcutta Police arrested 16 mem¬ 
bers of a group which organised 
"Film Star Nites" and "charity cri¬ 
cket matches" in the city, on grounds 
ut operational discrepancies. 

Another question which requires 
an answer is: Does the All India 
Wrestling Bureau inform the ReMrve 
Bank of India before bringing in 
wrestlers from abroad ? This is a 
common practice for drawing foreign 
exchange. Or do the foreigners come 
as tourists and participate in wrest¬ 
ling competitions ? Any foreigner 
needs the permission of the RBI be¬ 
fore earning money in India and his 
earnings are taxable under Indian 
income tax rules. If one comes on a 
tourist visa and does any type of 
work which brings in profits it is ille¬ 
gal and the person concerned Is liable 
for prosecution. Now. where do the 
foreign wrestlers stand vis-a-vis RBI 
regulations ? 

When 1 put this question to Mr 
Mulla be said that foreign wrestlers 
are not paid a single penny by the 
All-lndia Wrestling Bureau. Later, a 
Detective Department sleuth was 
given tbe same reply and the corres¬ 
ponding police record quotes Mr 
Mulla ; “No remuneration is paid to 
foreign wrestlers and their participa¬ 
tion is mainly to come in the lime¬ 
light by fighting a superior wrestler 
like Dara Singh.” Now this is highly 
improbable considering that this is 
not amateur but professional wrestl¬ 
ing. One of the foreign wrestlers who 
came to Calcutta was Man Mountain 
Jake. Recently, his winning of the 
North American title fetched him 
20,000 dollars. In an interview with 
the Stotesman he said: “Tilil the dav 
I lose the titks. for every bout that 
1 take part in. I’ll keep earning the 
same amount. The loser gets 10,000 
dollars’’. It would be foolish to be¬ 
lieve that the foreign wrestlers fight 
lor free in India: Mr Mulla’s assertion 
is amply disproved by Jake’s un¬ 
guarded statement quoted by we 
Statesman. Later in the interview 
with the Statesman Jake changed his 
mind and claimed that foreign 
wrestlers did not get paid for cham¬ 
pionship bouts in India. The 
Statesman aptly entitled Its city 
page feature on wrestling as: "In¬ 
dubious battle". 

I have- an interesting question. How 
did Dara Singh become the world 
champion ? He is always described 
as one in posters and newspaper ms. 
Regular wrestlers and sports scribes 
are not awaxe of any recognized 
body which was awarded any title to 
Dara Singh. The logical conclusion is 
that wrestling promoters one day 
realised that if the strongman of the 
silver screen could be made to fight 
before the audience, in life and 
blood, tbe profits would be enormous. 
Tills thought was carefully executed 
into action and the result is tbe big. 
money-spinning wrestling tamathut.. 
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Profile 


Chetan 

Chauhan: 

Why do people 
compare me 
with Sunil? 

D. RAHUL 

TrniE SEARCH FOR AN OPENING 
A partner for Sunil Gavaskar end¬ 
ed wben Chetan Chauhan was 
chosen for the 1977 tour of Austra¬ 
lia under Bishan Bedi. To date. 
Gavaskar and Chauhan have opened 
India’s inniniis' in 30 Tests and at 
least on eiitht occasions they have 
liven the team a 100 plus start, 
uiis is the longest in a generation 
that any two Indian batsmen have 
survived as a pair in the risky busi¬ 
ness of opening a Test innings. 

Gavaskar is always an automatic 
choice. But everyone cannot be a 
Gavaskar. To have stability at the 
start of an innings you need two 
men. Even as the lesser light. 
Chauhan has been performing a 
vital rolle. For Gavaskar to get bis 






Chetan Chauhan — balanced and cool 


runs, there should be some one 
sticking it out at the other end. 
And few men have stuck it out for 
India better than Chauhan. Even 
if he has not, like the phenomenal 
Gavaskar, reeled off century after 
century, his contribution of 1,696 
runs to India’s Test totals is quite 
considerable. 

In point of style, there may be 
other batsmen more attractive to 
watch than Chauhan. But when 
the selectors sit down to business 
they have other things to consider 
than ^ust the style. TTic baflance of 
the side is what that matters most. 
As an opening batsman difficult to 
disOodge and a close-jn Beider of 


courage and alacrity, Chauhan ha; 
handsomely contributed to the 
balance of the team. 

Chauhan has often been the ob¬ 
ject of harsh criticism in the Press. 
What is his own reaction to it? 
“The trouble is’’, says Chauhan, 
“people tend to compare me with 
Sunil. This is neither the . right 
thing to do, nor is logical. Sunil is 
one of the top five batsmen in the 
world, whereas I am an average 
international cricketer. Had there 
been someone else partnering me,_ 
my faults and drawbacks would' 
not have been taken note of in the 
way people do now.” 
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That takes Cbauhan to bis orijons 
as a cricketer at Pune and his early 
cridtet education there. One of the 
lessons he was taught at Wadia 
College by coach Kamal Bhandar- 
kar, whom Chauhan considers "the 
best coach in India”, was; “Never 
read newspaper reports about your 
match during the days you are 
playing it. ITiey can either make 
you complacent or upset you.” 

Chauhan has his own views to 
offer about the Indian Press. "There 
is not enough backing by our Press 
for our own boys. Tiiey don’t get 
the boost ttte way some English or 
Australian cricketer* do. Indian 
batsmen have played some fantastic 
knocks on tours abroad, but ade¬ 
quate notice has not been taken. 
Criticism is all right. But the Press 
should not be na*ty. People sitting 
outside do not know about the ten¬ 
sions out in the middle.” 


B ut back to the start at 

Pune. Sixth in a family of 10 
brothers and two sisters Cbetendra 
Pruiap Singh Cbauhan. to give the 
proud Rajput his entire name, was 
born on Juiy 21, 1947 at Bareilly in 
Uttai Pradesh. At Dastur High 
School, Pune, Cbetan, as he c.mie to 
be called, played hockey, football, 
table tennis and cricket—“all equa¬ 
lly well ’ Cricket claimed him com¬ 
pletely at college because of ‘‘my 
fascination as my father used to 
play the game”. “Maybe also lx- 
cause of a coach who could inspire 
the young.” 

Watch Chauhan bat. He sees the 
ball right till the time it contacts 
the bac. “Bbandarkar, a bard task 
master, taught me bow to concen¬ 
trate. Swinging a baOi tied with a 
piece of string, he would make us 
follow its movement up and down, 
up and down. He would make us 
play strokes at the swinging ball, 
exhorting us all the time to 'watch 
the ball on to the bat’. Another 
'guiding factor’ at college (1964-67) 
was Cbandu Borde. “Bordc used to 
come and practice at the codlege 
nets, and for long I would keep wat¬ 
ching every movement of his, the 
movement of his bat and the move¬ 
ment of his feet. With people like 
Bbandarkar and Borde there, it was 
always bard cricket for us at col¬ 
lege. Rain or shine, we had to turn 
up for practice.” 

The habits formed in those for¬ 
mative years have lasted. Nearing 
33, Chauhan is one of the elderly 
men of tbe Indian Test team. But 
few men train as regularly, as hard 
or w ^kntihcaMy as him. Scientific 
conditioning he has learnt by train¬ 
ing with badminton players, particu¬ 
larly with his friend Ragno Shetty 
who had done a nine-momh course 
at tbe NSNiS Patiata. "Snetty taught 
me bow to exercise every pari of 
my body from head to foot. Since 
1$73, I have been following the 
schedule he made for me.” You can 
of fen ^e Chauhan going through the 
KotUi. 



Chauhan in fine style at Lord's agatnitl MCC in the last tour to Emland 




> < 







_ miA^ $ihgb chaubam. bobn 
at Bar«^ ia Uttar Pradeili. made 
t tba Rrat fait agaiiwt New Zaaland at 
■iO. Slitpe tnott ha haa pi^ad 34 Tests 
ram mb an averaao of 3083. His 
jeora ia 83 made at Uahora aaainst Pakis* 
vfi, Het InddaiitaHy, is aae of the few 
" have scored over 1,500 rniu in Tests 
a cantOry. Slmilsriv. be is among the 
played over 30 TCsu without makina a 


_ has a^aoad IwttaVi teninga vdtb Sunil 
' 48 tbnaa In 30 That# wbicp is sacood oMy to 
rm BoVinf Simpson who opened for Anstra- 

. wldcet. 

N.O. .W loo’a 50*s O'# a. 

2 1.808 83 30.£r 0 13 5 33 



BANJinWBT: 

Chauhan made iiia maioen appearance'lit the 
Ranji Trophy for Mahaiashtra against Gujarat fa 
196T>68. nc played 41 matches for Maharashtra soar* 
bM il85 runs at an average of 53.94, This iUduM 
seven centuries and 17 ftfties. MfitraUng to 
UTS'TSt Chauhan has played 15 matchea for 
adding another t,222 runs His present totel fitimhor 
of mns hi the RanJi trophy is 4.405 in 50 matoiea with 
an average of 54 38 This includes 12 hundreds; 207 
made for Maharashtra against Gujarat and VidbaThba 
being his top scores 

As an off-sfdtt bowlrr. Chauhan has taken 27 wiidceta 
9 33.00 with 0 for 20 against Gujarat in 1971-72 hfing 
his 1^ bowling flgwes His 405u'un Orst wideet 
ateod with -M. S Gupte for Maharashtra against 
VidharBha stai^ next only to the record unhri^a 
partnership of 451 for the first wicket tiy Roger Rlndy 
and Saniay Desai of Karnataka made against Kerala 
in lon-m 

IIANJI CARBER; 

M INO R HS Ak. lOO’s SO’s O’a Ct. 

56 88 7 4,405 207 54 38 12 20 5 73 

SUOHIR VAIDYA 


C RICKET KNOWS OF MANY PRO 
llilc scorers in domestic tourna 
ments who have not made good at 
the Test level Chauhan ailso was at 
one time in danger of being^dismis 
aed as one such man He made fab 
Teat debut against New Zealand at 
Bombay in 1969-70 He again got a 
chance when Tony Lewis bought his 
Englishmen to India in the 1972 73 
aeason, but he did not succeed He 
continued to make his big scores for 
Maharashtra, for whom he hit eight 
centuries and a double century in 
nine years of distinguish^l service 
If be was not persist^ .with then bv 
the national selectors, it was because 
he did not find enough supptui m 
the coundls of the Board from his 
own tone. West Chauhan himself 

f iuts it in different, more diplomatic 
anguage ‘‘They thought I had had 
my opportunity In the West there 
was too much competition and mv 
place aa the zonal side for the DuOeep 
Trophy was not always assured " 

But Chauhan had one staunch 
advocate—Bishan Singh Bedi, who 
was then at the zenith of his powers 
His advice counted with players and 
officials alike, his brushes with autho¬ 
rity notwithstanding It was on his 
advice that Chauhan sought a trans¬ 
fer to Delhi. Bedi was leading Delhi 
and the North to the top and there 
was a future in playing there. Chau- 
han now began forging mi the natio¬ 
nal scene more assertively than be¬ 
fore. He bad people to speak up 
Tor him and performances to bock 
up Hie arguments He was without 
doubt the best opening batsman 
Delhi and the North had had Play 
ing for North Zmie in the Duleep 
Trophy in 1975 for the first time, 
Chauhan hit centuries agamst Srt 
Lanka, East Zone and the West North 
Zone were Duleep Trophy diampions 
and Chauhan had played a stellar 
,^role. 


But tne national selectors were 
not impressed Chauhan had his chan 
res earlier Fhe best trial for a man 
like Chauhan was on a tour thought 
Bedi On tour the selection racket 
does not play on your nerves as it 
does at home But even Bedi could 
not convince the selectors when they 
sat down to choose the 1975-76 team 
to tour New Zealand and West Indies 

Chauhan at last made it in 1977 
when he was selected for the tour of 
Australia Ho justified Bedis faith in 
him bv being the first to hit a cen 
tury on that tour—against Victoiia 
whose bowling lineup included Huist 
Calilon and Higgs His 88 and 32 at 
Perth was his bMt Test performance 
in that tour 

Chauhan then visited Pakistan and 
England and also played regularly in 
the home senes against Alvin Kalli 
charran’s West Indies Kim Hughes’ 
Australia and Asif Iqbal’s Pakistan 
He did not do quite well and was 
dropped for the first tune m the 
Jubilee Test against Mike Brearleys 
Englishmen at Bombay last Febru¬ 
ary “I’ll be a liar if I say I was not 
dueppointed,” admitted Chauhan 

How does be explain his bad patch 
against Palustan? “It was just one 
of those unlucky lean spells every¬ 
one has Twice 1 was out to absolute 
shooters and twice owing to a faulty 
screen because of which I missed the 
baU." The lucky bowlers were Sikan- 
der Bakht, Ehteshamuddin and Im¬ 
ran Khan. 

Chauhan thinks his 56 and 85 in 
the Kanpur Test, where the Austra¬ 
lians were beaten, as hie best Test 
performance. His 80 in the record 
213-nin partnership with Gavaskar, 
who went on to make 221, in the 
epic Oval Test in 1979, comes next 
best, 


No one has spent as much time 
partnering Gavaskar and no one is 
in a better position to t^k about 
India s champion batsman ’ Tremen 
dons and ’brilliant’’ are two words 
Chauhan uses to describe Gavaskar 
Ine hours the two have spent toge¬ 
ther at the crease should go down 
as some of the most glorious mo¬ 
ments in the annals of Indian cri¬ 
cket The strokes and the figures are 
for dll to see But there must have 
been other things, unseen, more inti¬ 
mate and more interesting to tell 

Having spent so much time toge 
ttier. It is Daturail tnat we are thick 
trienos ’ Gavaskar has always been 
tne master batsman, but tnere are 
limes at tne crease wnen ‘ he de¬ 
pends on me’’, because “be respects 
me as a balanced person ’’ For in¬ 
stance, it Gavaskar goes for shots 
uutsiue the ofi stump and misses, he 
has often asked Cnauuan How am 
1 p.aying today’’ ’ If toey are bad 
snots. Cnauuan gives the stock ans¬ 
wer ‘You are pUying like me to¬ 
day ’ 

The understanding between us in 
taking quick singles is perfect,” says 
Chaunan Vet there have been n- 
stauces of misunderstandings too. 
Like in the third Test at Melbourne 
in 19/7 ’J was going wetl enough 
on 24 when Gavaskar called ‘yes’ and 
then no’ with the result that 1 was 
run out Gavaskar went on to make 
a hundred The mishap bad been for¬ 
gotten by me But not Gavaskar. In 
everyone’s presence after the match 
he apologised It was a touching ges¬ 
ture.'* 

Gavaskar's concentration » tre¬ 
mendous He hates to get out aud can 
get angry sometimes Attempting a 
second run in the Madras Test when 
India needed SO^idd to beat Pakistan, 
Chauhan sent him badk. “Jie had es¬ 
caped being run out. I o(H)(d.sep hi|f 



ont of trou1»Ii£vliwy 
;:aj||i»in# Parian al J^lhi,. 
veriius;. An^balla at Kanpur:. 
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T)ie aeipetprs probably' ali^i 
tbalr own litiydaya wJieUi 
wo^d aapire for a place Wj 
Te#^ team. « 1« very abr^ 
imW-io «u on ttie obatr and cr" 
/oiie. Not tbat ure don’t ci 
It; btit 'fair and .iuaUfled crit 
'Is. ejfcpected 10 taat one oiUi 
'ptdVe obeaeif He has ‘ el^ 
stood up. and given able sui 
to Sunn Gavaskar ^ben 
with an uphill task. The Jn4i«v^ 
Pakistan 'test at Lahore and' 
Bngtand Versus India Ue at 
uvai are two instances. 




Besides cricket, he is a 
follower of all oftier sporC He ia.| 
(iooo in football, badminton and^;:^' 
table tennis. In fact, at homiiji;/. 
wu play table, tennis matches 1!^ :^ 
converting the dining table 
a te mporary T.T. board. Kc ai-^J 
ways wins the matches and 
being the loser, have to odw.i^; 
everyone a present of a coWv^i 
drink each. 

In the ofl'Season. he traj^ ^ 
icgulariy. We go for jogging at' 
(>-30 a.m. and come back at k-SO.'3 i 
He does all his exercises and theBoV,^ 
wc play basketball or any uthef'^i 
..ante. I think playing is also a 
sort of relaxation and we enivyi 


tcclings when he ran across at me 
afterwards. But before he could shout 
I ca.med him down." 

Being a 'balanced' and 'cool' per¬ 
son, Ctiautian has learnt to take the 
rough wiitn the smooth, to ignore 
fast bowlers' tantrums and four-letter 
words aimed at stubborn opening 
batsmen holding their ground. Two 
persons he particularlv remembers 
tor such behaviour, considered quite 
normal in fast bowlers, are the West 
Indian Norbert Pliilllip and the Pa- 
kbtani Sarfraz Nawaz, the latter 
switching to Punjabi for greater 
eftecc. To unnerve the batsman, the 
tie.der at gully would exhort Sarlraz 
with the words 'Sir tor de’ (break 
his head). ' It was lor my ears But 
1 knew better than to lose my cool. 
It is a.I part of the game now " 

B ut even balanced, cool 

persons can get angry sonictinic.s 
One such occasion was when he re¬ 
burked his own father, Maj. Navra- 
tiuii Singh Chauhan, a retired armv 
(RoyiJl Armv Medical Corps of old) 
doctor, tor having told a newsman 
in an unguarded moment that he 
would take the selectors to court for 
bias against his son. Being as proud 
a Rajput as his father, who played 
cricket for Burma and Ceylon Servi¬ 
ces in his younger days. Chetan re- 
fu.sed to speaL to him. It is all for¬ 
gotten now. “You know how old 
army men can be. It was the father 
in him that spoke, ilc had been see¬ 
ing me slug morning and evening.” 

Too much of cricket has come in 
the way of Chauhan's career with 
the Bank of Mahara.shtr<i. Before the 
tour ul Australia, he handled advan¬ 
ces at th(f bank, having done the 
Reserve Hank's graded appraisal 
course, but now he works as deve¬ 
lopment and pubflic relations officer. 
Customers have to be pleased, espe¬ 
cially young customers. When the 
bank approached a school in Vivck 
Vihar. East Delhi, to persuade them 
to open an account, the hi'admastiT 
would agree only on one condition 
"Chetan Chauhan should come and 
meet my boys." said the headmaster. 
Several months have passed and one 
is told, the offer .still stands. But so 
bu.sy has Chauhan been with cricket 
that he has so far not found the 
time to visit his young fans. 

They wouild .sympathise with Chau- 
hau it they came to know that “I 
have not stayed together with my 
wile at home tor more than 10 days 
at a stretch in the last two years be 
cause ol the calls ol cricket.” Two 
ve>.rs ago, Chauhan gut married to 
his old college mate Anita (nee .Sil- 
veirq) and they live in A-shok Vihar 
ih West Delhi. Anita taught at the 
Convent of .le.sus and Mary tor some 
time but had to give up the .ioli 
when she accompanied Chetan to 
England last year. 

To promote savings is Chauhan’s 
job. He has invested his own earn¬ 
ings from cricket in buying a farm 
in his mother’s viUagc, Mundha Pan- 
dc in Moradabad district of Uttar 


Hei$q|^aiid 
peacS'lgvii^,! 

ANITA CHAUHAN, 

Chttan Chttphtp, WfitM plNNi 
h9r oftckpt«t husT>0n(f 



I HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE 
-t most difficult task in my life 
—to write something about my 
cricketer hubby. 

By nature he is very quiet 
and peace-loving and loses his 
temper only once in a blue 
moon. He can be very funny at 
times and ha.s plenty of jokes up 
his sleeve to send anyone into 
fils of laughter. He is also very 
cordial with people. 

Well, now that he is a cripkc- 
ter I can write volumes but lack 
of space would not permit me to 
do so. In short, he has climbed 
the hard way to the top—with¬ 
out the aid of a ‘godfather’, lie 
as been given the rough side by 
the Press and the seloelors. They 
101 get the occasions when he 


Pradesh, about lOO miles from Ddlu 
lie bought the piece ol land to plea.M- 
his mothc, who wa.s once not happy 
alKiiit her .son’s intero.st in cm ket, 
"berau.se all day out in the sun wa.s 
not good for the complexion ” 'Hk' 
father, tall and raiiircxl .straight at 70, 
looks after the family larm in the 
viWage of Agaota in Rulund.shahr 
di.sti ict. 

The radio ha.s taken th<- gam<' to 
the two village-s and natuially all 


it very much. Now, in summer, ■ ’ 
it will be swimming. Somct^ei' ‘ 
I have to give him catching prac-.j 
iicc with the help of a heavy, rj 
1 oLer. He likes in. keep himself 
lit all the time. 

1 am proud of his comeback 
i.n cricket and his staying at the 
lop level. In fact, it is more than 
that elusive Test hundred which ; 
so many desire and 1 know in-' 
not far away. 

We have been married for just 
two years and 1 think in ail this 
time I’ve never had him home , 
foi more than 15 day.s together. 
U.sually, it is even less. Cricket 
IS his nisi love. He also takes 
interest in household otiairs 
doing odd Jibs around and also 
managing the “exlcinal aaaiis", 

.IS 1 pul It. In all, i am glad to 
live through lus challenging 
careei—ana beyond. 


e.irs tlioie ar( glue<! to i! duiing the 
rc.sls. e.iger to hear how many runs 
their own ('het.m li.i.s siroied The 
Uttar Pra<lesh (iovernmeiil has hono- 
tiled him with an awaid ol R.s fi.OOO 
lionicallv, it is the-.same Sl.iti- which, 
wav hack in I9l>.‘), ri'ji-rfed an 18- 
vi-.irold hopeful catk‘<l Chetendr-i 
I'ratap Singh C.hauh.in. At Kanpur 
la.st winter, a State cricket official 
reportedly olfeied the captaincy to 
Chauhan if he played lor U.P. He 
was late L'i years. 


DDCA versus 
Bedi 


lySPITE DELHI’S SECOND SUC- 
^ oessiye win in the Ranji Trophy. 
Biihan Singh Bedi. the nornialiby 
exuberant Delhi skipper, was un- 
usually subdued after the match. 
When questioned, he retorted: “Is it 
going to make any difference to the 
layers now ?** Further, describinx 
this season as ‘most traumatic' and 
Jnot cricket', Bedi decried the 
DDCA officials. “They did not con- 
■uh me even about team selection,” 
he said. 


Bishan’s remarks are only one 
of an amazing players versus 
wdals war currently rocking th.. 
DDCA. On one side are the play* 
ersr under Bedi, seeking improved 
playing facilities (better balls, pre¬ 
pared practice wideets, a weil-equip 
ped changing-room, pla.yer’s repre- 
wntatives on DDCA committees). 
Opposing them are the unyielding 
officials under Mr R. P. Mchra who 
do not want to create a precedent 
tor collective bargaining. The result¬ 
ant deadlock has escalated the 
wrangle into a serious conflict which 
has now become a personal war bet- 
wen Bedi and the Mehras of DDC/ 
And it appears that no solution can 
be arrived at without the exit of one 
of them. 


This players-offldals war that .sud 
denly erupted this season actually 
started some seasons back. First to 
land a punch was Bedi. During a TV 
interview, the plain-speaking Bishan 
denounced DDCA as a ‘gambling and 
a boozing den’. Deeply stung, but 
helpless against the then India skip- 
tmr, the officials let things pass for 
the moment. 


"rae next part of the drama un- 
rolded prior to the Ranji final against 
Karnataka last season. Keen to annex 
the Ranji Trophy — in a year wbeh 
they had already swamped most 
major tournaments — the DDCA 
promised a bonus of Rs 10,000 to 
each player if they won the traph.v. 
Delhi won. But the players got no 
money. 

Rankled, they consequently pre- 
Muted Mr Mehra with a memoran¬ 
dum. Apart from raising the issue 
of the money promised, they brought 
to his notice things like their need 
for a masseur, showers in the chang- 
jjj-room, regular practice nets, etc. 
Official reaction to this: polite assur¬ 
ances but little action. 


The beginning of this season, how¬ 
ever. brought a surfeit of action. 
Eager to remove Bedi (the brain be¬ 
hind players’ demands) the DDCA 
made covert overtuTvS to Madan LaL 
offering him Delhi’s captaincy. 

, _ Madan, a trusted lieutenant of 


Bishan, refused straightaway. This 
news leaked to the Press, greatly 
embarrassing the DDCA. The plwers, 
decrying DDCA’s vindictiveness, fined 
up behind Bedi, but the petulaot 
officials delayed naming him skipper 
till the last minute. Even after this 
the DDCA never missed to take a 
swipe at Bedi 

First, Madan was dropped from the 
North Zone team for the match 
against Pakistan. Bishan put his 
(spiked) foot down and Madan play¬ 
ed. Later, when the Duleep Trophy 
team for the North Zone was an- 
nounoed. Bedi’s name was missing. 
The officials attributed &di’s exclu¬ 
sion to his lack of success with the 
ball. But, curiously, only one day 
before this announcement Bedi bad 
taken six wickets against Services in 
a Ranji Trophy match. 

nPHIS BEDI-DDCA CONFRONTA- 
* tion reached unparailelled pro¬ 
portions at the time of the reoently- 
held Ranji final against Bombay. A 
few days before the match the 
DDCA disallowed the Delhi aide from 
practicing on the main ground, on a 
track next to the one used for the 
match. Regular net practice on the 
s^n square hampered the prepara¬ 
tion of the wicket for the match, 
they pleaded. Yet, strangely, tlm 
DDCA League matches on the Feroze 
Shah Kotla ground continued. Even 
earlier, before the semi-final, both 
Maharashtra and Delhi had practised 
on the main ground without any ap¬ 
parent damage to the wicket. 


In a further move to needle Bedi 
the DDCA announced ‘fitness tests 
for certain senior players’ a few days 
before the final. This happened after 
stray reports had appeared in the 
Press (probably planted by DDCA 
officials) regarding injuries to Bishan 
during practice. On the eve of the 
final, in a Press handout, the DD(^ 
annouoced all olayers to be fit. But 
the players confirmed that no fitness 
tests had been taken. 

Typical of the pla.ver6K)ffidals feud 
was the drama over the preparation 
of the wicket for the Ranji final. 
Keeping in mind the presence of 
three medium-pacers (Madan Lai. 
Valson, Mohinder Amarnatb) in his 
team and because of a healthy re¬ 
gard for the abilities ot Gavaskar 
and Vengsarkar on a batting track 
Bedi had left no doubts he wanted a 
green, pacy wideet. Still, when be 
returned Mter a benefit matdh in 
Bangalore h« found the Kotla track 
bereft of gnss, a virtual mud-track. 
Wrote (7 he Times of India) corres¬ 
pondent: “Despite his known wish 
for a grassy Mdickat a beastly track 
was made, as though to spite 

him.if he (Gavaskar) had bad a 

hand in the preparation of the wic¬ 
ket he could not have asked fm- 
more.*’ 

The apathetic attitude of the offi¬ 
cials was further illustrated wfaau 
Bedi and his boys went to the Kotla 
ground for a morning workout two 


daars before the linaL 'Mie wicket 
tbm was soggy and iU-prepsred. 
.^palled at toe oueleaSness « the 
oBuols in offering a nasty tnrdt, and 
feanng injury to his frontline bats 
men, an incensed Bedi »Tdered a 
walk out That afternoon, and the 
day next, the Delhi team mnetked at 
the NIS nets. 

The churlish attitude (rf the officials' 
is surprising because the players’ 
demands are Justified. Despite oeiag 
a Test centre tor so long the 
facilities for cricket at the DDCA ore 
virtually non-exlMenC. The DDCA 
does nothing to promote the game. 
It does not even orguoise regular 
cricket nets for youngsters. And ff 
someone wants to play in Delhi he 
has to try his luck with the NIS. 
Even for Ranji players the practice 
facilities are insuffident Frequently, 
the practice wideets are not fully pre¬ 
pared, the changing-room is not welL 
equipped and the medical amenities 
are inadequate. The Bombay side 
came to Delhi with Mack, a masseur, 
but the DDCA has no masseur. Many 
visiting sides, exasperated at faulty 
arrangements at the DDGA are known 
to have thrown up their hdnds. 

The stadium itself is old and over 
the years it has seen few improve¬ 
ments. Every time a Test mach takes 
place temporary stands have to be 
erected and shamianas strung up. 
The question is; If Calcutta, B^bay, 
Bangalore, Madras can boast (tf weU- 
equipped cridket stadiums, replete 
with hot and cold water showers, 
masseurs, refrigerators, why can’t 
Delhi ? 


At least the Delhi players have a 
simple answer to that question. 
They hold the DDCA officials (most 
of whom have had a long innings in 
office) responsible for the mess. And 
to protest against ODCA’s imper- 
viousness to a their problems Delhi 
players (barring the Amarnaths) re¬ 
fused to collect their allowance for 
the entire season till after the Ranji 
final. And currently as a reaction to 
DDCA provocation there is a move 
afoot, on the part of the players, to 
form a rival cricket association, the 
Delhi Cricketers’ Assodation. The 
reported interest that Mr Kama! 
Nath, the youthful MP, a heavy¬ 
weight in poh'tical clout, has shown 
in this regard has come as a con¬ 
siderable boost to the players. Of 
course, the offidals are rattled. 

At the moment the impasM ap¬ 
pears impenetrable. In the future 
the key to-untangle the mess would 
depend on how hard Bedi is ready to 
push. Fully hacked by his players, 
Bishan, says B, S. Rattan (Bedi’s 
confidant, one-time Delhi Manager 
currently assisting Bedi write Us 
autobiography), is ready to fi^ to 
improve things at Uie DDCA. Pew 
wuuU contest that, for Bedi snretr 
is too big a man to back down. 


AMRIT MATHUnt 
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]/n part three of his series of 
articles on the South African 
.greats. MICHAEL MELFORD. 
,the rwted British cricket colu- 
:■ mnist.profiles all-rounderMIKE 
>. PROCTER 

' IF THERE WAS A CURRENT 
i * captain of South Africa, it would 
; almost certainly be Mike Procter 
I whose association with Gloucester- 
i shire over 12 years, lately as captain, 
t has been more deep-rooted and influ- 
. ential than that of any other overseas 
i player with an English County. His 
{ enthusiasm and his involvement with 
> the Kame and its players have been 
a source of great inspiration! in 
, Gloucestershire where he is greatly 
admired on and off the field, though 
his most remarkable feat was achiev¬ 
ed when he took over as captuin- 
coach of Rhodesia for six years from 


: Salisbury in 

March 1970 I watched a friendly 
• ’ 2^?**^** between Rhodesia and Natal. 

Rhodesia had just been ndegated 
I from the 'A’ section of the Currie 
' : EyP* having lost a fair proportion of 
,! their matches by an innings and they 
,lTOked mostly a side of good club 
OTcketers who should not he plavini; 
!» first-class cricket. From this brief 
taste I went home with the feeling 
:, that the state of cricket in Rhodesia 
wWas somewhat depressing. 

' Yet within a year they were rom- 
I ping aw^ with the ‘B’ section of 
“J® Oup. Procter had arrived. 

' The effect of his leadership was in- 
1 . calculable and he also made .six 100s 
in successive innings. This equalled a 
feat only previously achieved by C. 
; B. Fry in 1901 and Sir Donald Brad- 
i", man in 1938-39 though Procter him¬ 
self played it down as he did not 
consider the ‘B' section a stiff enough 


Sudi was the impetus that he 
engendered that Rhodesia’s progress 
in the Currie Cup was soon teing 
followed with breathless excitement 
by the general public in the country. 
An English political journalist, who 
on his arrival there was interviewed 
by Rhodesian Radio, told me later 
that he was surprised to notice that 
his interviewer kept a transistor 
pressed to his ear and would every 
so often shake with emotion uttering 
something like : "Hooray another 
wicket. 95 for five — I’m sorry. 
%vbere were we. now about the eco¬ 
nomy.’’ 

5 In his second season Procter led 
: Rhodesia to within three points of 
> winning the Cnrrie Cop for Use first 



time and in the next season. 
it seemed certain that they would 
win. But an unlucky misunder¬ 
standing, caused by the umpires 
change of mind as to when the man¬ 
datory 20 overs began, robbed them 
of vital points against Eastern Pro- 
vinre and they missed narrowly 
again. In that year Procter was 
fourth in the South African batting 
averages with 48.33 and second in the 
bowling taking the largest number of 
wickets. 60, at 17.48. He did not 
always bowl fast, for when the ball 
turned, as it some times did in Rho¬ 
desia, he would switch to off-spin, as 
he still does in England, albeit with 
less success than in his faster vein. 

As a boy at Hilton College near 
Pietermaritzburg. Mldiael John Proc¬ 
ter was more successful as a bats¬ 
man. Oa the 1963 Nuffield Schools 
tour to England he made two 100s 


but bowled only 48 overs for seven 
wickets. In 1965 he and Barry 
Richards came again on a year’s triid 
with Gloucestershire. They were onlv 
eligible to play in one first-class 
match, against the touring South 
Africans but in that Procter made 
69 and they put on 116 together. 

My first sight of Procter was in 
the next English season, 1966, when 
he was still only 19. He was still 
only a meduyn-paced bowler but at 
about this time he found that he 
could bowl genuinely fast. 

He lengthened his run and by the 
end of the following season of 1966- 
67 had played in three Tests against 
Australia and taken 15 wickets. 


It is usually said that he bowls off 
the wrong foot. This is not strictly 
true. I once saw on slow motion film 
a comparison of his action and 
Graham McKenzie’s classical action. 
At the moment in the delivery stride 
when the weight was equally distri¬ 
buted on both feet McKenzie’s arm 
was just below the horizontal, Pro¬ 
cter’s just short of the vertical. If 
tlx; arm was the minute-hand of a 
cluck, McKenzie’s was about 20 mi¬ 
nutes past the hour, Procter's five 
past. Thus Procter was about 90 
degrees further advanced—enough 
for batsmen to find the ball coming 
on to them faster than expected. 

Those seeing his awkward action 
for the first time find it baru to be¬ 
lieve that he can do more than bring 
the ball back into the batsman oil the 
pitch and with late inswing. He does 
in fact do this to an exceptional 
degree. When an experimental Ibw 
law was tried in England in 1970 be 
was severely penabsed and his 108 
wickets in 1969 became 68 in 1970 in 
about the same number of overs. 
But this was only a temporary and 
unsuccessful experiment and since 
then he has achieved the extraordi¬ 
nary, and presumably unique, record 
of twice performiu the hat-trick 
with three successive Ibws. Both 
were taken when he was bowling 
round the wicket, at Southend against 
Essex in 1977 and at Cheltenham 
against Yorkshire in 1979. In each 
case the victims were recognised 
batsmen high up the order and in 
each case no one questioned that the 
ball straightened or swung eiiougn 
to have the bftsman plumb in front. 
The 1979 hat-tridk was his second in 
10 days. 

His action is so ungainly and seems 
to put such a strain even on an 
athleticaUy-built bowler with espe¬ 
cially powerful chest and shoulders 
that many obaervers in his early days 
did not expect him to last as a bowler. 

I remember John. Wajte, the former 




Mike Procter (sitting fourth from right) with his 1972 CUnicpstcrshire teammates From left — Standing ■ 
Zaheer Abbas, D. Shepherc!, D. Alim, J. Shackletim, R. I). V Kmght, A. Avisy (sarrer), J. Davey, B. Meyer, 
O'. IVi/t.'shiTe (coach), M. Bu-sex. Sitting — J. Foot, Sadig Mohammed. J. Mirriimirre, A. S Brown (captain), 
C W. Parker {secretanj-cum manager). M. J. I*ro€ter. A. MilUm. H Nicholls. R Swetman 


South African wicket-keeper, saying 
that he thought Practer would be one 
of the three best batsmen in the coun¬ 
try within a year or two (with 
Richards and Graeme Pollock) but 
would not be bowling much. 

This seemed a reasonable prognos¬ 
tication at the time but 14 years later 
Procter is still bowling effectively 
for Gloucestershire and Natal despite 
having had several seasons in the 
mid-lSTOs largely ruined by a seri¬ 
ous and persistent knee injury. The 
last operation, which amazingly re.s- 
tored the knee to working order, was 
said to be a newly-developed one, im¬ 
possible a few years before. 

Procter is not so consistently fast 
nowadays, but he can produce the 
odd fast spell and is remarkably ac¬ 
curate and economical at below the 
top pace. This adds to his value in 
limited-over cricket. 

He wras a brilliant close catdier in 
the days when South African fielding 
seemed incapable of error and he 
remains a fine slip. He is also a high- 
class batsman, albeit one rather inex¬ 
plicably vulnerable when he first 
cgmes in. He is a magnificent driver 
and sometimes perhaps he drives too 
boldly too early in an innings but 
when in full fiow he is a splendid 
sight, reeling off powerful and 
beautifully-timed strokes to a 
parta He was, I think, the first 
to develop the method which 
is now popular in limited-over cridtet 
in England, especially in the John 
Player Leajpie of 40 overs a sKle on 


Sunday afternoons. Whereas previ¬ 
ous batsmen force^d to attack good 
length bowling had either charged it 
or heaved unattractively towards roid- 
wicket, Procter made room and pla.v- 
ed on the off-side. 

Though the amount of bowling 
which he does—575 overs in first-class 
matches in' 1979 in England plus a 
good number in the three limited- 
over competitions—restricts him as a 
No. 4 batsman, be has a flair which 
makes him a match-winner on his 
day. In the strong Sonth African 
side of 1969-70 he was a redoubtable 
player to find coming in at No. 8 or 
9. He took 26 wickets in the four 
matdtes of that series, when he seem¬ 
ed to know exactly where to bowl to 
each Australian batsman, and he was 
not required to make runs but he 
averaged 34. 

Playing for Western Province aga¬ 
inst the Australians after the series 
was over, he batted No. 5 and made 
155, the last 55 in 12 minutes during 
which he hit the last five balls of an 
over from the off-spinner, Ashley 
Mallett, for six. In that same year. 
1970, he and Richards who, because 
of a back injury bad dropped down 
the order, found themselves coming 
together as the ninth wideet pair for 
the Ttest of the Wond' against Eng¬ 
land at Headingley when 40 were 
still needed to win. They made the 
runs briskly and with the greatest 
possible lack of concern in a few 
minutes, 

Procter has alwa.vs been held In 
especially high esteem by his fcllow- 


cricketers in England. His particu¬ 
larly close association with (^louces-. 
tershirc made the events of 1977 all. 
the sadder, for at the end of the 
season it looked as if he, and the 
other players who had signed for 
World Series Cricket, would be ban¬ 
ned from playing in English first- 
class cricket in future. 

In England there was sympathy for 
the South Africans who unlike the 
English and Australirns invojved, 
were not putting Packer before 
patriotism, as their country was not 
currently playing Test cricket. Yet 
though the South Africans were not 
rejecting Test cricket, they were sup¬ 
porting an organisation which was 
doing so and there could be no dis¬ 
crimination in their favour. 

Procter more intimately involved 
with his County than any other over¬ 
seas player was in his first year as 
captain and had almost led a mode- 
rate side to Gloucestershire's first 
championship since 1877. They were 
in front on the last day of the season 
but could not stop Hampshire from 
making over 300 to win on a pitch 
which had become supremely easy. 
Thus Middlesex and Kent shared the 
title. It was a doubly sad day for the 
large crowd at Bristol who thought 
that they might be seeing Procer for 
the last time. However, the ban did 
no come about and a superb cridceter 
not very successful in the unreal 
world of Packer cricket return^ to 
Gloucestershire and in 1979-80 to 
Natal with, as it proved, many more, 
spectacular feats left in him. 
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No hitches in 
Gavaskar's way 

'pHE TEST AND COUNTY CHICK 
* ot Board ol England has n-jed 
ed the objection raised bv Yorkshin; 
and at the same lime ratified the 
signing up of Sunil (Javaskar bv 
Somerset. The protest by Ray Illing¬ 
worth, manager of Yorkshire*. was 
on the ground that the West Couiilv 
Club, insleail of enniui aging a local 
player, wers; finding a ‘ready-made’ 
replaoemcnt for Vivian Richards^ It 
was deemed unfair, but the TCCR 
decreed otherwise and there can be 
00 Question about the fact that I In- 
latter, at least legally, were on the 
right. 

With both Richards and Joel 
Garner to absent themselves from the 
Somerset ranks this season as a re 
suit of touring with the West Indian 
side, the County had the, privilege of 
recruiting as many players frpm over¬ 
seas, if they so desired. They have 
reconciled thems«*lv^*s to iust one — 
Gavaskar — and as the secretary of 
the club put it to SportsuHrrld: “He’s 
world class and the best thing we 
ran think of since Richards is not 
available.” 

Yet Somerset’s first target was not 
Gavaskar, but Greg Chappell. The 
Au.stralian captain is a former Somer¬ 
set player, but could not accept the 
offer and the attention then focussed 
on the Indian ‘.superstar’. He was 
Initially sounded out in Ronibav bv 
Ian Botham and finally agreed to the 
deal after obtaining leave from hi.s 
office. 


Gavaskar, if one is to judge him bv 
past^ statements, has never been 
particular^ keen on County cricket. 
The surfeit of matches and the con¬ 
stant travelling (involving carrying 
one’s own luggage) has no appeal for 
him. But he likes the climate here 
and was in fact planning to come 
over for a holiday and play the odd 
match for Hertfordshire in the Minor 
Counties League. 
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What perhaps made him chaiigc 
his mind and also overrume his 
'mental exhaustion’ was the ix-muncr- 
ation that was being extended bv 
Ravi Tikkoo, the Indian-born ship¬ 
ping magnate and a member of the 
.Somerset County Cricket Club, was 
persuaded by its president to spon.sor 
the Indian. I gather from sources 
close to the officials in Taunton that 
the consolidated benefit in cash and 
kind to be received by Gavaskar is in 
excess of what was being given to 
Richards. The Indian’s is a one-year 
contract and obviously a stop-gap 
arrangement, but because of the 


high expectations in the Somerset 
camp and also in view of the com¬ 
parison between him and Richards 
that is inevitable to crop up. 


herent distaste for one-day cricket 
This attitude he must alter even if 
It amounts to sacrificing his average. 
(]an he do it? 


There is a lot of stake for the 
‘little big man’. Of course, as he 
proved last year, a man of his calibre 
can .score runs against County attacks 
without having to rt'ally .stretch him¬ 
self. The two centuries 1 saw him 
make last summer again.st Hamp¬ 
shire and Cloua-stershirc were carv¬ 
ed out with impunity and very little 
application, cspi-cially in the second 
in.stance. But it is not enough to 
compile runs in three-day games. 
Three out of the four competitions 
laid out for first-cla.ss tcam.s in 
England are over-limit affairs and 
Somerset, having won two of them in 
1979, not inconsiderably through the 
resourcefulness of Richards. 

’Tliis is where Gavaskar is con¬ 
fronted with a severe challenge. As 
is well-known Gavaskar believes in 
‘‘building an innings” and has an in 


SuntI Uai^askar — one year contract 
with Somerset 



After his epic performance at ’fhe 
Oval last season, the consensus of 
noteworthy opinion in this country 
tends to regasd the Indian op<-ner as 
the most complete batsman in the 
world — an assessment which has 
not been made of Viv Richards de¬ 
spite the latter’.S .sen.sational showing 
In Au.stralia over the winter. Safe¬ 
guarding such a reputation is no 
mean task, more so because Gayaskar 
has got to persistently think of om- 
serving his energies for the tough 
assignment down under later this 
year. Gavaskar takes up his appoint 
ment in the first week of May and 
rather than thrust forth a predict ion 
1 would like to wait for the essay to 
unfold. 

Good news for 
Prakash fans 


I HAVE NOTED PRAKASH PADU 
kone’s <-omineiit.s in SporlswurUi re¬ 
garding the omission of the men’s 
i** BBC’s coverage of the 
All-England Badminton Tournam-nt. 
1 he Indian ace has done well to dto 
the lack of objectivit.v for many such 
ca.sc.s of gross neglect escape without 
reprimand. 


OTmplcte de-colonizalion that' has 
taken place in the Third World, 
sporting success from this region 
are still treated with fascination and 
amu.scmcnt rather than admiration 
and respert. But sportlovers in India, 
and cspcaally badminton fans, who 
were looking forward to watch the 
Prakash-King encounter on the 
Doordarshan will be happy to learn 
that fortuitously there docs exist a 
recording of the match. This is not 
to be found with apy television com¬ 
pany here on any visual news distri¬ 
bution unit Surprisingly, it was the 
^dian High Commission which de¬ 
cided to preserve the tie on video- 
rape and this invaluable material has 
been sent to the Education Ministry 
in Delhi. 
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uic wsi or my Knowledge, it is 
a one-indi coverage which can be 
transferred into a two-inch tape for 
the purpoM of telecast 'The ultimate 
effect would be slightly ‘grainy*. But 
sewers would have no difficuRv in 
distinguishing the essentials. Indeed, 
'be, recording if shown to Prakash 

US'w *“ Bangalore for 

tM World Championships could give 
him a tip or two of how he can re¬ 
peat his triumph at Jakarta. 


The man to praise for this windfall 
is Bevinder Singh. the Cultural 





Attache at India Honae. wlio is also 
the brother of the hockey stalwart 
Randhir Singh Gentle. In a moment 
of inspiration, and admittedly fore¬ 
sight, he assigned the cameraman 
attached to the mission to do a report 
on the final despite experts warning 
him that Prakash had no chance and 
that it would be a waste of money. 
So. for a meagre expense of £150 an 
audio-visual evaluation of one of the 
greatest individual honour ever at¬ 
tained by an Indian in international 
sports, is at the country’s disposal 

What shall we do 
with Brearley ? 

THE ENGLAND SELECTORS ARE 
faced with a dilemma. While vi.sit- 
ing Australia M 1 I 02 Brearley had an¬ 
nounced that he would not be 
available for tours in future. The 
Engl shmen are slated to visit the 
West Indies n.-xt winter and what 
Alec Bedsor and his coll -agues must 
decide is whether the Cambridge Don 
should be retained or replaced for 
the home s-rics against Clive Llovd*.s 
men this summer. 

In an rt-a when captains are expect¬ 
ed to be an automatic choice in th;- 
side the fact that Brearley has held 
on to the stewardship for three years 
speaks volumes of his abilities as a 
deader Moreover gone are the days 
■then family background, social an.I 
f-ducational ((uaiificatioiis weie the 
criteria for the England skipix-r’s 
post. One rec,jlls the incid-nt 50 
years ago, when Capt. R. T. Stanv- 
forth. a serving soldier, was given 
charge of the MCC party in South 
Africa without ever having played a 
first-class match. 

Tan Botham and Brian Rose and to 
a lesser extent Keith Fletcher, David 
Lloyd. Roger Knight, Phil Edmonds 
and John Hampshire are all being 
cited as possible successors, despite 
none of them having ever grazed the 
vicinity of a public school. 

The media here represents two 
shades of opinion. One strongly rc- 
icommends the continuance of 
^Brearley on the grounds that a new 
captain would lose his confidence 
in respect to forthcoming assignment 
if subjected to ridicule on television 
—the impact can be quite .shattering 
because of the advanced audio-visual 
methods, including slow-motion action 
replays — in the event of gross fail¬ 
ure against the crack West Indian 
unit during the season hero. The 
argument goes on to state that for an 
England captain it is much easi'.r to 
adjust to the role when on tour, 
especially when a man is skipper for 
an uninterrupted three months or so 
rather than, week-long stints when at 
home. * 

^ Opposing this is a view more con- 
ventionaL It talks about grooming a 
man for the Job and preparing him 
for the nomuuly tougher tasks of an 
away encounter. This, significantly 
also seems to be the selectors ap- 



of May. this can go a long way in 
winning the support of the selectors. 

Rose, under whom Gavaskar will 
play this season, had distinguisimd 
tumseif by.scooping up the Gillette 
Cup and the John Player League for 
Somerset in 1979. Although a near 
washout in Pakistan and New Zea¬ 
land In 1977-78, he is not an incom¬ 
petent opener and boasts a good Test 
match record in England. M 29. Ills 
best years are perhaps still ahead of 
him and I shall be most surprised If 
he does not display the right enter¬ 
prise. Knight of Surrey and Hamp¬ 
shire of Yorkshire have shown 
themselves to be equally astute. But 
age could retard their aspirations. 

In regard to Botham, 1 personally 
feel that he already has too much in 
hand. As was seen during the Jubilee 
Test he is inevitably called upon to 
carry out a one-man show. But the 
important thing is he doesn't mind 
the additional burden and is in fact 
keen to take over. So, if Brearley is 
to be sacked the chances are that 
Botbam, rather than Rose or any of 
the others, will fill the void. And if 
that occurs, the “.Somerset Sensation” 
at 24 will iMMomi- the voungest 
iTifketer to head England .since 1882 
when the Hun. Ivo Bligh led at Mel¬ 
bourne. 

... And Tony Greig ? 

THE GREATEST EVENT IN 
English cricket history is to un¬ 
furl this .summer, with the home side 
meeting Australia in a Test match 
between August 28 and Se.ptcmber 2 
to commemorate bundled years of 
Test cricket in this counlry. W>th the 
aid of a £90,000 sponsorship from 
Cornbill Insurance, a 14-day specta¬ 
cular has been drawn up which in¬ 
cludes issuing invitation to all living 
past and present English and Aus¬ 
tralian Test players to attend the 
occasion. 


proach. But there is apparently a 
'split' on who should be reposed with 
the responsibility. 

Tbe ^appointment of Botham as 
captain of MCC for the match versus 
last year’s County chanlpions Essex 
is definitely an indication that he is 
one of the chief contenders, yet, f 
gather that Alec Bedser and Ken 
Barrington, two very influential mem¬ 
bers of tbe selection committee, have 
reservations about the brilliant all- 
rounder. As for the others, the 
credentials of Fletcher and Lloyd 
vis-a-vis fast bowling is distinctly su.s- 
pect and Edmoi.ds, not till he can 
establish that he is a cut above 
Underwood, is he likely to emerge in 
the reckoning. 

The English batting, both in Aus¬ 
tralia and India, having proved to 
be very brittle, substitutes will natur¬ 
ally M sought in this department. 
And it is on this faetpr that the 
prospects of Rose, Knight and 
Fletcher become relevant If any of 
them can make a mark in tbe month 


But there is a slight awkwardness 
about experiencing the presence of a 
oertain A. W. Greig. This former 
England captain, now residing in 
Australia, while still at the helm of 
affairs bad connived to wean away 
players from the establishment in an 
effort to aid Kerry Packer in the for¬ 
mation of World Series Cricket This 
makes him a sort of persona non 
grata in cricket circles which is still 
very conservative. 

But doing their best not to display 
any embarrassment, tbe Test and 
County Cricket Board officials main¬ 
tain that they will treat Tony Greig 
as just another former England cap¬ 
tain. As for the 'martyr' Greig, he 
said reci-ntly: “1 wouldn’t miss it for 
anything, as long as 1 am invited.” 

The fanfare will involve among 
other highlights dinners thrown by 
MCC. Lord Taverners and TCCB. But 
a conspicuous absentee will be Don 
Bradman who, at 71. is not in good 
health and has declined the ii*- 
vitation. 
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News: National 


FeOEBATtON CUP 

Two through 
to the semis 

The heat-bedevilled Federation 
Cup tournament had its usual 
quota of excitement and bore¬ 
dom. ARIJIT SEN with 
SUBHASH SARCAR and 
SARA Jit DEB report on the 
first part of this premier foot¬ 
ball competition. 

C ALCUTTA’S H£AT DEFEATED 
every player who tried to baittle 
it as tiu} fourth Federation Cup Rot 
underway. Ei^t teams entered ^ 
eliminatum ooutest at the Eden Gar¬ 
dens and the two bravest survived. 
Ihe test was more stayimc ability 
than skill and Mohammedan SpcKlina 
and Punjab Pidioei — one experienced 
and the other tough — surfaced on 
top, to fight tile winners of the other 
two groups for berths in the final. 

Each day, am avbrage of four play¬ 
ers were treated for ownpUcations 
arising out of the soaring tempera¬ 
ture, the severest being heat stroke 
and the mildest, exhaustion. The 
heat-toil for the 80.000-stroag spec¬ 
tators was, in the first week, ten per 
day. These arc not mere statistics. 
They point to the inhuman conditions 
under which the tournament is being 
conducted. 

The strangest part is that onlv the 
weather is to blame. The IFA had 
tried to schedule the 2 p.m. mat(± 
at 8 each morning. The pollice said 
no. Earlier, the organisers beard the 
same word they tried to get the 
Mcriiun Bagan ground for the matches 
.—then the tournament could have 


been arrauged under floodtfgbts: 

Left with no alternative, all that 
the teams could do was to protest 
mildly and then take the field. Even 
here, the planning of some teams 
suffered. Most prominent among them 
WM Mohammedan Sporting, fielding a 
nedr-look side which incduded seven 
players who had donned East Bengal 
colours last year. The team pranced 
about the sideUnes a full 45 minutes 
before they were scheduled to open 
their engagements witii a match 
against Vasco. The result? A fortui¬ 
tous draw through a last-minute goal. 

Thereafter, however, the Calcutta 
side got into stride and won very 
convincingly against Premier Tyres 
and Orkay. On the strength of their 
performance against these two sides, 
cme expects tb^ to do well in the 
semi-fiaal. The two medios, Amalraj 
and Prasanto Baoeriee were in good 
form and, despite the lade of c»he- 
Sion among the forwards, the team 
gendrated tremendous thrust. 

The teani to disappoint must was 
Premier TVres. fielding several Kera¬ 
la State players. Their pattern ol 
play was much like that <rf the Cal¬ 
cutta sides, but they lacked penetra¬ 
tive power, with the lone exception 
of striker C. D. Francis. The defence, 
too. tended t(> crack under pressure. 

Vasco were an impressive lot, but 
the brat and missed opportunities 
deprived them at a better record 
than just two drawn encountecs and 
one defeat, at the hands of Premier. 
Jose Fernandes and Dabare in attack 
and David D’Souza in defence were 
outstanding. One is sure to hear mon- 
about themi in the future. ^ 

Orkay were a sad skeleton of the- 
team that beat Mohun Bagan 4-0 m 
the Rovers Cup. Eroded of talent — 
most players being lured away bv 
other aubs — the team fought with 
a few veterans like Bernard Pereira. 
But it was a losing battle all the 
way and the dub was certainly lucky 
in drawing'with Vasco., 

The Group 111 line-up had a sur¬ 



prise package In SESA. A last- 
minute utdusioa after BSF opted oat, 
SESA storened into the reoakning 
from its first kick-off against IMS. 
But the lack ot strikers — and at 
least, one medio to hold the half-liaa 
— finally spdt their doom. Hie team 
went down to both Tata and Poniato 
Police, before gening a constdanon 
victory over Titanium. SESA had the 
one distinction — it was the fealeet 
side in the first week of the competf* 
tion. 

T itanium were a big Dis¬ 
appointment. not being able to 
settle down at all. While this was, id 
some measures, duo to the heat, the 
pUoren lacked unchwstanding amotui 
themselves and did not dismay eithar 
the urge or the eptdude for ettado 
ing play. 

Tata were the only serious conten¬ 
ders against Punjab Pidice. But the.v. 
too, wilted under pressure and did 
not bring out any player worth the 
name. In contrast, Punjab Polioe die 
played good teamwork, wbkh olbtt 
their lack of ball players. Althoogh 
the team was a trifle slow, d man^ 
ed to keep the game under control— 
no matter what the oppositioa. 

Over all, the fare was good, but 
not outstanding. Certainly. Calcuttans 
were treated to a better brand of 
football than offered them in the 
local league and the IFA Shield, 
cause the difference between teams 
in the Federation Cup was not oa 
wide as in the other oompetitloiui. 
ORKAY-PBEMIER tyres : 

In the heat of the first after¬ 
noon, number three in the Hard¬ 
wood league, Orkay (Mills met 
Kerala la;aguc champions Premier 
Tyres. The pace was rather slow, 
both sides trying to spend as 
little energy as possible. After 
missing a golden opportunity ini¬ 
tially, Orkay faded out as the 
Kerala team’s medios JafiCar and 
Moideen took control of the pro¬ 
ceedings, while the forwards show¬ 
ed imagination and enterprise. Dr. 
Md. Bashcer (a general physician) 
was the main schemer. Basheer is 
one of the best ball players in tbe 
country and can play in any posi¬ 
tion other than as the goalkeeper. 
The last two goals which came off 
his boots showed what a marksman 
he is. “But he could not digpUy 
his best because of the heat. Still 
he was the best’’, said the friendly 
Premier’s NIS-trained coach K. O. 
Vijayan. Tbe other goal came 
through ace dlriker C. D. IVancis. 

Orkay Mills coach Srinivas 
Salian said after the match; “I 
expected better perfonnances from 
my boys but after conceding the 
first goal the players, already 
fatigued by the heat, lost hope. As. 
it is the team is battling against 
the heat but when a goal is con¬ 
ceded there is no stamma left to 
fight back. On top of tnat, two of 
my good players Anand and 
Saleem had to be substituted be¬ 
cause of giddiness. Under such 
heat, especially at 3 pjsL, you 
cannot esqiect good fbotball Ik 
only adds to its detrim^t, 9 
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|)deft of tho , : ]wii#ji^ 
virtue of tiMir- wtoter# 
over ilafotlal to tbe n^SkatA 
ilnol lost yoor ot Gouhitl, had 
initially entered tide year'a tour-^ 
tuunent, tuit a Itortiiiilit before 
the. tounwnent .caiiuqenced>at 
the JUen OhideniL Cateiitta, they 
ftom the touroiMnent, 


myeteriouB etfeiuno' 


IviUtdrew 
in rather 

\V'41m oiBcihl muran cited for 
. ^;t:#lte|ir withdrawal ia -‘inluriea to 
lid^era." Thia exeuae ie. 
rather vague, for BST 
have good ‘bench atrength’, and 
§■ they did not partlcipaie in the 
'Southern circuit, none of their 
-'.•niayera could have been iniured 
^ tccently, Since the Police. Qatoea 
. -.;^in.-eaiiiy hlarcb, BSP have been' 
^feomparattvety inactive and go if 
bbtyera had received aertoua. 
tbdn, they ahouid jaot. 
' :vhiV!c entered the Tederat.<ut 
Cu^ '^rtgbt from t^ beginning. > 

<3im^iiiL.'4ja6ei^ in;.' 
r.'ohirlle'of Sporta' ib um' BSF,;:ieiM''''' 
i ooh^ted et Delhi about ld|t 
team a withdrawal the reaaoha na 
: |teve were hardly convincing; Hd 
matntainad that beatdea injufwa 
.Crimine of the playera were on 
. !eiai duty relating to maaiienahee 
tr;of' internal .aecurity. This aXiCuae. 
\ aeemad rather vague, foe; die 
V BSe* ia a weU»e^pped force, 
with numeroua recruits, .. and 
could have easily spared some 30 
foetbaLier% without ehOangaring 
. the internal security of the coun 
try. 

A aeetlmi of the soccer fans 
in Calcutta is of the opinion that 
the BSP ba(dced out of the tour* 
nament because the Calcutta 
teams would have th^r suppor* 
terv . backing them and it would 
be dUBcpU for the Punjab team 
to, retain ita title. HowOver, this 
is not entirely true as the ^P . 
playerg', are experienced canw 
paigners and stalwarts of tnadf / 
a competitive football match. 
Since Puniab do not have any 
' league competition worth the 
name, BSP relish playing in toui^ 
naments all over the country in 


“My team is composed of 50 per 
cent new and inexperienced play¬ 
ers. Can you imagine the team 
that beat Mohun Bagan in the 1978 
Rovers Cup playing so badly! 
After that prestigious victory 
Orkay became the target of others, 
losing seven star players. My only 
trump card is Bernard Periera but 
what can he do alone, with no sup¬ 
port from the linkmen ? But he 
should have worked a little harder. 

iCv wriried to 4ght 




ivuhdiwv 

;pof.of-,j^., 

in tha idghvt# dtglady wht 
seems <io bhyd alOicted aeVtrgIr 
leading ftminiU, taamp 
doimlty jUi'^-i«^t 
beaahii vM IMt hjtciaiiy gfv^ 

ptayn^ yelaUVci, f 
aitd Mipjmfddi, Who «re cnpdflb; 
.th« team at Delh>. However, Col.: 
Cheema instats there is no dia* 
sension in the te<m, ind that 
BSF aro a discipliiied i^lbau 
squad.^ 

^ lluMi^^in 

lij^ ' oarae to a head 
lo t^idr motch ogMittt 
sit iSilMi in \the Durand 
'a^ni*4mtiy-AI. ITemi In |fovem> 
hcv. - Jhtsy 'liMfopa> the commence* 
ment .of th 0 .liQaUih, Uieir captain, 
Sukhpal-Singh 'Bisht, was drop¬ 
ped -fipom the* team on ‘orders’ 
from higjher authorities. Borne 
Of the sbhior and prmninent 
playera ei^iaUy those not re¬ 
siding in Pim|abb protested ‘vehe¬ 
mently. the players were pacin 
8ed and werb perauade^to play 
without the gBrvices of their 
skipper, who oame op later, aa a 
substitute, $ in d*e Oif«ond hhU, 
when tHd^lng; ' 

ttoBEvioufiMrv 9# ccaisi^- 

AT ed'i of„ piay«m all- domidildd. 
In Punjab. HoVmyer,-as a ribttit 
of some 'viohstt i^danbl atteli'j 
the Durand quuter-|n^. |^ ‘ 
tie against Badfan Air 
)W7, which','BSP‘'lostlO^€J^ 
play'ectf weib:;du#NM^-m|irihra^^ 
stalwarts, Xnnljih Ajaib • and 
Xwhniber Siagh were tidelined. 
Rcpmoements vrena sought d^r 
from the disba ndO d LeOders; Club 
or from inifslds' iPuojah and 
players like Kainhidte' Qurung, 
Bal Kumar mid Muntlal llurmu 
came to the fore.. ‘Che authori¬ 
ties fOlt that the BSF should be 


■ofv h V ' 

_ _'iwliko.j'iOeiV, ,. 

1 jy idtned fhi^' 

/to hwt BSF,/,'.,- ■■ 


back. 'The second goal wc conced¬ 
ed was not defender Saleem’s fault, 
because at that time he was feeling 
giddy and had to be treated for ten 
minutes and during this spell, wc 
conceded two quick goals. We had 
earlier lost our backbone in the 
rear—Ganesh Rao—who switched 
to Tatas. At least we wouldn’t 
have lost by four goals if he was 
there.” 

MOHAMMEDAN S.C.-.VASCO: 

Not having won any notable 


' Bengal, ao' tbit ^ plaabt* d^. 

- dot gat amug, oatnidaoant aM 
doVatop vested, tntn'astk by 
stsiying for a long i^rlpd in one 
, ptofto like yuliundur. PlaywrA 
{domiciled in Puniab, vigorousih' 
;Ohio^ed to this transfer and 
.evan^ made a |dwi to the State. 

. Chief Minister to allow them to 
^ feraaln In Punjab, so that they 
could represent the State of their 
birth in the National football 
ebampipndtips. Footballers other 
than those domiciled in Punjab^ 
were agreeable to the transfer, 
as thay felt the team could get 
mcke h>'°*‘^kwwd. this issue 
became a source of disagreement 
in the team and led to factiona¬ 
lism 

As.BSF were Joint-winners Of 
the 1079 DCM Cup with CNJI. 
South Korea, their request to,' 
remain in PunJOb, was granted. 
Itowever, this question md that 
of inducting new ta.ent In' the 
team from difierent States re- . 
main g source of friction in the 
BSF amongst. resident players of 
Punjab and those outside the 
State. 

‘Hie queation whether the BSF 
football team will remain rooted ’ 

. in Punjab or be transferred ehw- 
where and .Slat regardmg: the 
appointment of « eaptain have 
caused a controversy of provin¬ 
cial dimension attumgst the 
players. The authorities of. the 
SSF a^ naturally keen to aetflB.. 
the diSereneds mnicsblyi befimre’• 
they surface for outsiders., 
hes /proved to be wa .ai" 
task as F|iit^b-bSS«d 
footoaUers, beve their- 
ed' ihtere^ whkdr id 
.witoi'i^red|^' 'mif 

’jhom the fourth FederatJon Cugi''' J 
at ... * 

noWkApaoia 


tournament for quite some time, 
the reshufSed and reorganised star- 
studded Mohammedan Spotting 
had a commitment to make to its 
innumerable supporters. All eyes 
were focussed on them. They pur¬ 
sued an inverse strategy much be¬ 
fore the match against Vasco, the 
Goan team under the direct care 
of the House of Bandekars. The 
warming up they did for 48 
‘niziutes b|sloT« the encounter 
under the scor 



adverse effect on the players as 
much of their energy and stamin^ 
ebbed out. Vasco took advantage 
of this as they waged a strenous 
battle right through. They proved 
to be speedier and cleverer and 
often penetrated through the de¬ 
fence with ease, but they lacked 
‘finish’. 

“I wish ace dribbler Dominic 
Soares was playing. He was injur¬ 
ed in the Rovers Cup and could 
not recover even after a year’s 
treatment. Had he played with. 
Jose Fernandes and Dabare, they 
would have run riot against 
Mohammedan S.C. I was want¬ 
ing a companion for Jose in the 
absence of Dominic and brought 
Dabare all the way from Sri 
Lanka a week before the Federa¬ 
tion Cup,” one-time journalist and 
now Vasco coach Albert Fernando 
said. ‘‘Dabare worked three days 
in Goa and two days in Calcutta 
and, being an experienced player, 
he fitted in beautifully. The other 
Sri Lankan national players, Fran¬ 
cis D’Mello and M. N. Fakeer Ally, 
will take a little more time .to 


settle down. The three medios 
•played well. Actually Sahabdeen 
on the left is also a good striker 
and we are working on him 
so that he can move up as a 
striker. 

“1 put David D'Souza as left 
stopper to tackle Surojit Sengupta. 
David was not his usual self as he 
had a stomach upset. You sec, 
when a team U clicking there is 
no question of changing. He and 
Vasudev form the best combination 
as stoppers. David was successful 
in tackling Surojit but slackened in 
the latter half due to cxliaustion.’’ 

Says 'Fernando : “My team's ap¬ 
proach was clearly to break into 
the defence and give no chance to 
Bhaskar Ganguly. And this was 
amply proved by Dabare, who went 
solo dribbling past four to score 
the day’s best goal. Ho also had a 
hand in the team’s equaliser scored 
by Jose earlier.” 

When Mohammedan S. C. needed 
the services of Akbar, he was re- 
paced by Debasis Roy, with David 
Williams brought in as striker. The 
Kcneral opinion was that Williams, 


who was a flop, should have been 
called off. But coach Amal Dutta - 
had this to say ; "The first half was 
played through Surojit only so the . 
left winger David became uneasy ■ 
and lost his balance. But I utili^- 
ed him in the centre as he had sta- < 
mina to punch at the Vasco citadal. 
That is why 1 had to replace Akbar. 

I wanted the attack from the cen- > 
tre. My deep defence was slow, . 
especially Shyamal Ghosh. Vasco’s ' ; 
second goal was scored when 
Shyamal fell down and couldn’t re¬ 
cover. Prasanta was playing very 
well in midfield but he pulled a 
muscle making the line a little 
weak, which the opponents took 
advantage of. Amalraj was slight¬ 
ly injured and Samaresh Chou- 
dhury replaced him. Then Chin* 
moy became over enei s,itic after 
the result was 1-1 by going up too 
much and not being able to fall 
back. Vasco took advantage of the 
gap thus created.” 

Anyway Shabbir’s jgoal in the 
dying minutes came as a boon to 
Mohammedan S.C. ’’Off the cor¬ 
ner Andrews should have stayed in 
position as we had sufficient men 
to cover. Again, having decided 
to rush, Andrews .should have held 
that ball instead of pushing it for- . 
ward. Shabbir was lucky, his op¬ 
portunism paid dividends when the 
ball dropped right under the bar. 

In the meantime, David Williams 
was already off side, standing al¬ 
most on the goalline, but then... ■ 
refereeing was very poor,” said 
Fernando. 

Summing up his team’s perform¬ 
ance, Am^ Datta said “Cohesion 
for 90 minutes hasn’t yet arrived. 
Ccumbination-wise, a little more 
time is still required. After a 
couple of matches, it should be 
alright." 

PUNJAB POUCE vs TITANTUM 

Punjab Polioc completely outclass¬ 
ed Titanium of Trivandrum, who 
hardly justified their inclusion in this 
touriianicnt meant for the top teams 
III India. And it is not very often 
that one gets to see a 7-0 soore-sheftt, 
but this was not the highest tally of 
the four-year-oQd tournamMt as 
Mohun Bagan had defeated Hindi^ 
than Aeionauticals Limited 8*1 in the 
second Federation Cup at Coimbatore. 

Titanium wasted a good chance in 
the very first minute when Najim* 
uddiii shot over from close. Punjab 
Pulic'c started attacking and scored 
iwo quick goals through Sukhvlnder 
Singh in the first half. He also sc^ 
ed the fifth goal for pis side. In the 
second half, they scored five more, 
through Phoola Singh, Balbir Warich, 
Puroshottam and Jaj^ev Singb. 

It was good to see Maojit Smgb, 
who was the headache for TitaniiOT, 
play so effectively. His. giant strklM 
and baia skill took him places inside 
the Titanhim area, and his passM 
always caught the Titanium defeiul- 
ers i>n the wrong foot. 

' The Punjab Police coach Gurdev 
Singh saki; “We won malply because 


Will Gurdev grt 
a chance ? 

piIRDEV SINGH. THE ARJIINA 
Award Winner, now in ^Icutta 
as cAach-cum-player for Fnnjab 
Police Is a sad mait. He feels he 
has been cheated, first by the 
East Benal officials and now- by 
the secretary of the AIMndia 
Football Federation, Mr VUaya- 
ranjpffi. 

On Septeoffier 17, last. Otjurdev. 
bsa signed the *A’ fofih to play 
for Puniah this yc^r. As it neoe» 
seat the fona to the Allj^ 


*T submitted my *B’ form 
OH March 22 tfartwito thh IFA, 
not knowing that Best Bengal 
had pnyed a trick with me. Only ' 
when my transfer did not- tome 
throuMti I came to know alMnt it 
and., then there was nOWag I 
conid do. I camn to Calcutta With 
my team (Punish PoUtie), in ftie 
hope that 1 would be shle to get 

S emission to pla,V. ^er retching 
ere. 1 contsend the East Bengal 
secretary, Nishlth Ghosh, who gave 

S e a dearanoe certificate and with 
at I went to Asbok mosh, IFA 
secretaiy. JO that he could send it 
to the AIFF. He tried bis best to 
Oontset the AIFF secretary but 
could not get him. 1 approached 
the AIFF presMent,. Nurul Amin, 
who abo tried to contact the secre' 
tary,> tot failed. 

'' ‘*]t ii' Irontoai, Rnt it, that Bast 






Sportiinit team will oot be able to 
talUi ’ farther part in the Federa¬ 
tion Cun. On April 21. when he 
wa# playing against Premier Tyres 
4n the group league match, he 
•uaqeuly left the field and did not 
return. Later, it was learnt that 
had undergone an operation 
' 111 which a cartilage bad been re- 
ihoved from his left leg, which 
meaps that he will not be able to 
j Vfor at least a month. 

Y:'. ,yyjll his absence make a dittcr- 
epee to the Mohammedan Sporting 
'"l^ani, which qualified for the semi- 
fiti^ in the Federation Cup ? “Yes. 

J is absence will make a difference, 
pt I cannot say how much,” 
,1uiid the team coach. Amal Dutta. 

What do his co-players think ? 
,^ld Shabbir Aii: “VVe’ii miss him. 
yWe is our main player. Wc could 
feel bis absence in the league 
Uiatcbcs, but when we play in the 
< jenu-final, we'U definitely miss him 
., k 'fireat deal. He is the ' main 
jKaeifier in the Side, but we’ll have 
pYi *** alternative and try him, 

I'l^llathat we can perform well in the 
&'^4«t^fiilaL” Gguranga Banerjee, the 
|&/]^-back of the . team, said: 
|K*3rw»dgh wp did not miss Surajltdu 
. 9 .^* ' mgteb against Premier 
I if he bad been piv- 


•eat today (afaiost Orkav Mill.s) 
we could have piay«.d better. He 
is one of the senior players in the 
team and had always encourage, 
os. We’ll need his encouragement 
But what we will miss on tne field 
is difficult to explain.” 

His rival team’s coach, P. K. 
Banerjee said: “Surajit is a player 
who caaopen at least two or three 
chanoes^n a match, especially 1 
India. He can beat a defender by 
his dodge and he was the main 
schemer in the team. His absence 
was not felt in the matdies 
(against Premier Tyres and Orkay 
' Milis) because the opponent's de¬ 
fence was not tight and they 
allowed the strikers to create 
openings. But when they come 
across tougher opposition, sav 
Mohun Bagan or East Bengal, the 
stoppers will not allow the strik¬ 
ers to open. It is then that you 
need a genuine winger who can 
draw out a defender and thus 
create a chance. And no one 
abould have any doubt that Sura¬ 
jit is a fine winger, who is capable 
of drawing out one .or two t^eod* 
ers. Then his absence will be felt. 
It is really sad that he cannot take 
further part in the tournament.” 
’The Mohun Bagan coach, Aroon 
Ghosh, did not want to say any¬ 
thing except: “He will definitely 
be missed.” 

Gurdev Singh, who played with 
Surajit In East Bengal last year 
said: “He will be missed because 
he is the only player in the 
kfohammedan Sporting team who 


could hold on to the ball, a good 
ball player.” But as an after-/ 
thought added: “But watching the 
team play (against Orkay Mills), I 
think he is not being missed. If 
he had been there, all the balls 
would have been passed to him 
and if the defender . kept a close 
watch on him, he would have found 
it difficult' to control the game. 
But now, since he is not there, the 
game is being distributed through¬ 
out the field.” m 

Amar Bahadur, the Mafatlal star 
said: “I haven’t seen Suraiit play 
in Calcutta, .so I do not know how 
much he’ll be missed. In what I 
have seen of him outside, he is 
very good against u weak side, 
but against a strong side he finds 
the going difficult.” 

The Mohun Bagan players, who, 
if they qualify, will meet Moham¬ 
medan Sporting in the semi-final 
were sure that Surajit will be miss¬ 
ed. Gautain .Sarkai said: “Surajit 
is an asset to any team. He will 
definitely be missed.” Xavier Pius: 
“Though 1 think he was not 
missed in the group matches, 
if be had been there in 
the semi-final, it would have 
helped the team.” Francis 
D’Souza: “Off-band I cannot say 
how much he’ll be missed, but I 
think he’ll be mi.sscd. After all, 
he is the main schemer in the 
side.” Shyam Thapa: “Surajit is 
the key plaver in the Moham¬ 
medan Sporting team” 

SARAJIT DEB 


1-J? 









ut Manjit. He was tbe key player 
and It was be who distributed all tiie 
baib. 'llioueta he did not score any 
goal today, 1 think he was tbe best 
player in the held. I would not say 
that the resuilt is not the true index 
ot the game because it would mean 
that I will have to deprive the play¬ 
ers of tbe goals that they have 
sedred.” 

The Titanium coach K. Shankaraii 
Kutt.v said : “The heat beat us. We 
are not used to playing at 2 p.m. In 
Kerala we play at 5 p.m. Then tbe 
ground has so much grass. There is 
hardly any grass where we play. All 
ttiuse contributed to our defeat. 1 
wouild nut sav that the result is a 
true index of the matcli, but what 
Cull I sav as to why they conceded 
.seven goaLs. 1 find no explanation. 
They plavcd badly and they lost." 

SESA VS TATAS: 
mHOUGH SESA DOMINATED 
J. the proceedings m their open¬ 
ing Group III encounter, the Bom¬ 
bay Hardwood League champions 
Tatas won the day netting thrice. 
The ones who let the Goan team 
down were the State's fastest shool- 
ters, Gokuldas Nagvenkar and Pra- 
kash Naik Said SESA coach John 
D’Mello after the match: ‘‘Of the 
90 minutes, we played 75 per cent 
That IS, We played and they scored. 
My forwards let fne down." 

Down by two goals scored with¬ 
in five minutes .— eight minutes 
after the start — undeterred SESA 
the Goan league runners-up to 
Dempo, fought back despite the 
scorching heat, to which they are 
unaccustomed, to dominate the 
exchanges. But erratic shooting 
and poor finish made them pay 
dearly. Tatas outsude-lfeft John 
Alphonso’s sudden piJe-drivei 
from 20 yards caught the SES.A cus¬ 
todian Irinen Gomes unaware.s He 
managed to get hold of the ball 
but it slipped off his chest to en¬ 
ter the goal. “It was a very silly 
goal and this affected the side 
pyschologically. Had my first goal¬ 
keeper Remedios been in his place 
this wouldn’t have occurred (Reme¬ 
dios sought exemption because of his 
sister's marriage). Two other re¬ 



Results at a glance 


Qraup IV 

Prantw Tyrsa ogMslay 
(C. D. Waaeia, CharMaandt 
MO. Baaatr U 

4 

OrkayMOla (llabaraabtna) 0 

arottpIV 

MobaBanMdan S.C IW. Bwgalj a 
Burajlt haoiupts. Shabbir All) 

Vaaoo &C. (Goa) 

(Joae Earnandaa, C. C| 
Dabara) 

3 

ie4a* 

OMUP HI 

Pniijab »tlc« rpunfab) 
(SukhTiUOcr Singh, S, Phooll 
Singh, BsJblr Warrich, Pur- 
shoiam, JagOev Singh) 

7 

Titanium (Karala) 

0 

Qroup in 

Tata S C. (MalUiraa tra) 

(John Alphonao. Ktanela Nunas, 
Stapben Godlnho) 

3 

SESA (Goa) 

0.^ „ 

’’ i 

SS^MS 

REST DAY 




tl<4-M 

Group IV 

Vaneo SC 

0 

Orkay Mills 

0 

Group IV 

Mohammadan S.C. 

(Dahnaiita Roy. Shabbir All, 
David Wtltlama, Md< Akbar) 

4 

Premier Tyrea 

0 :, 

St-4-8S 

Group nl 

Pu'.1afc Police 
(Sukbvlndrr 91nch> 

1 

SESA 

0 

Group III 

Tala 8.C. 

Oanaah Ran. Slaphan Godlnho, 
Zeno Rodrigum) 

3 

Titanium 

(NaJImuddin) 

I 

tS-4-SS 

Group IV 

Pramler Tyrea 

(C. D. Francla 3. Poulouae, Jr.) 

3 

Vaaoo S.C. 

« 

Group IV 

Mohaaunedan S.C. 

(David Wllllama, Amal Raj, 

Md. Akbar. Shabbir All) 

4 

Orkay Hilla 

0 

M-4-SS 

Group III 

Punjab Pollca 

0 

Tate S.C. 

0 

Group ni 

SESA 

3 

Titanium 

I 


(t,aopadto Machado 3, Gokuldaa 
Magvenkar) 


(K- VMayan) 
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gulars, wing-half Sharnsher Khan 
and right-back Salvador also did 
not come due to mjuiics. Their 
presence would have made a great 
difference,’’ said the coach. 

Despite the tenitonal dominance 
by the Goans, Tatas took full op¬ 
portunity of two glaring defence 
lapses right striker JYancis Nunes 
flicked the ball well Into the net 



“Even after cuncedliig the final goal 
which came off outside-nght Step' 
hen Godinho's hoots, we made our 
la.st attempt by ie-inforcing the 
side with intci national Visitasau 
Lobo to help the fleiy irio Gokul¬ 
das, Piakash and Piancis KodngueS. 
They showed their attacking pro¬ 
wess but dame fortune just shunned 
them. They moved well with the 
ball but lacked finish The for¬ 
wards just did not click’’, summed 
up D’Mello 

“We took full advantage of Sesa's 
shallow defence. We played and 
would have done better if we had 
our captain Koshy Mathew in the 
rear and medio S Kum ir who were 
injured in the recent Stafford Cup. 
Kumar’s absence made it difikuU 
for us to control the mid-field be¬ 
cause Sesa played to 4-3-3 forma¬ 
tion while We played 4-2-4" said 
the Tata coach Kalyan Mitra, "Our 
defence played extremely well and 
were able to overcome the raids of 
the three speedy rivals' forwards. 
Of course the heat did affect the 
players in the first hall but they 
adjusted themselves to it ’. 
VASOMKMLAT MUXS: 

After having held might Moham¬ 
medan ac, Vaaca shared potnta 


(Md, &C > beat# the 


outstretched hands of the Orhog 


Jf 




H AIUWDER SINGH IS 

back in Calcutta. A ru¬ 
mour was afloat that he 
would not come back fo 
play for East Bengal, even 
after withdrawing in favour 
of the club. After practising 
for a few days he had re¬ 
portedly left for inmiab, the 
reason was nut known 
though. At that time, it was 
heard In some circles that 
he would not come back 
But he came back a week 
before -ast Bengal were to 
open there engagements for 
the Federation Cup. “But 
I‘ll not play in the Federa¬ 
tion Cup. I'm not yet in the 
proper condition to plav. so 
by playing I’ll not be able to 
help the team. In tact, 1 
would become a handicap. 
1 will still have to piactisc 
more to get into the proper 
condition. The heat here in 
Calcutta is too much for me, 
and would you beiieve it, 1 
Still hnd it difficult to ad¬ 
just myselt to the Calcutta 
climate", llarjinder said. 
And what about the rumour 
that he is sitting pretty with 
an offer from the Jagatgit 
Cotton Mills, Pbagwara'f 

"The ofter is always there, 
so I’m not in a nurry. Wten- 
eyer 1 deciae to go back to 
Punjab. I can join them. 
But I'll try to get inyaelf 
adiusted to the piaying con 
diiions here. Even uiough 
the members ot ray family 
are not too cntousiastic 
about tnv piaying in Cal¬ 
cutta, 1 want to give it a 
try." "No, he has not infor¬ 
med me that he would not 
piay in tlfe Federation Cup’, 
said his coach P. K. Baner- 
jee. "But he has got a dan¬ 
gerous injury. Mis ham-string 
muscle IS torn. And about 
his not adjusting to the 
heat? You know, with me, 
the team comes first, the in¬ 
dividual does not matter. But 
let use sec if he gets fit 
during the Federation Cup," 
P. K. added. 

MANJIT SINGH IS AS 
good as hus words. Loisi 
year, in an interview in 
Hpuruworul be had said that 
ha would eiuer ptay for 
East Bengal or quit Bengal 
football — ne would not 
chauge colours, toat Is to 
stay. ‘Well, you see, 1 have 
kept my word". Manjit told 
me toe day 1 met him. 
"When 1 saw that 1 was no 
longer wanted by East Ben- 

f al, 1 dedaed to quit. Yes. 

think 1 have taken the 
right dedsioa. After all. it is 
better to may reguiarly for 
a ‘MnalP team, than ait on 
tlia aideiines fqr a 'tHg* team. 
Before coming to Calcutta 
Jor the Federation Cup. I 


Maidan musings, 



Manjit in action — ‘/ think I have proved thalt I'm still 
not finished’ 


bad practised very hard so 
that 1 couid show the know¬ 
ledgeable spectators in Cal¬ 
cutta. that East Bengal nad 
not treated me properly. I 
think I have been able to 
prove that I'm stili nut fin¬ 
ished as a pilaver. (ihis was 
after the match between 
Punjab Police and Titanium 
m whwh Punjab Police won 
70. and Manjtt was the 
man responsible for their 
thumping victory). I've s.ill 
got a few more matches to 
play, and I only hope that I 
play as well as I played to¬ 
day”, said ManjiE 

THE INDIAN FCX)TBALL 
Association (IFAi has cap* 
tured' the Mohammedan 
Sporting ground, for the 
morning, to conduct the sub¬ 
junior Naitonal football 
tournament. Finding no 
other aJtemative, the Moha¬ 
mmedan Sporting players 
have started practising in 
the evening. "It is much too 
hotter then but wq have no 


other alternative". Gaurangu 
Banerjee told me. "It has 
another 'disadvantage, we 
have to praaise more than 
what we usually do in the 
murning", he added with a 
laugh. After Mohammedan 
Spurting drew their first 
match in the Federation Cup 
against Vasco (on Friday 
April 18). they had inten¬ 
sive practice on the follow¬ 
ing Sunday (since .one 
match of the sub-junior 
was played that day). 


PERHAPS MOHAMME- 
dan opv>rting coach Amal 
Dutta was not satisfied with 
hk team’s performance 
against Premier TVrea (even 
though they beat Premier 
4-0), for on the next morn¬ 
ing some of the playera 
(Shyamal Ghoah. Bhaskar 
Ganguil, Mir SajJad, David 
Williams, Md. Akbiu', Doni. 
Dinakor. Denis WHtiamson 
and Debashis Roy) were 
iwactiaiag under ^ guid¬ 
ance of Amal Dutta in 


the small lawn within the 
club tent since a sub-junior 
match was going on at thehr ) 
ground. Some of the play¬ 
ers were practising, bail 
control, while Akbar was 
taking shots at a small tar¬ 
get (perhaps in retaliation 
of his missing an um teeii 
number of chances the pre¬ 
vious day). Amal Dutta 
was giving practice to his 
custod an Bhaskar, with - 
high ‘chips' from a very 
close range to which Bhas¬ 
kar Complained, ‘‘This is 
not fair Amalda, you are 
’chipping’ from so close.” i 
Amal Dutta laughed awa.y 
the protest and continued. 


E ast bengal'S coach 

P. K. Bvnerjee feels 
that his players are in the 
best of spirits. ‘‘That prac¬ 
tice match against Waii 
(Fast Bengal won 1-0) prov¬ 
ed to be verv oostiv. Some 
of mv kev nlavers are In- 
lured and I have not vet 
derided upon the first teem 
that T‘11 fie'd for the ope-ln" 
tie in the Federation Cup. 
But the players are in high 
spirits and they’ll definite¬ 
ly do their best. I think L 
Mohun Bagan is the ■ 
favourite for the Federa- ' 
tion Cup”, P. K. said two 
days before East Bengal 
played their opening tie 
against H.A.L. 

MORE OR LESS ALL THE 
outstation teams that have 
come to Calcutta for 
the Federation Cup are find- 
ins the weather too hot and 
humid. Another difficuKv 
they are going through is the 
lack of time to practise. The 
Tata coach K. Mitra said : 
“Since we are playing on 
alternate days, we hardly find 
any time to pract.se. What 
1 generally do is take the j 
players who have not ployed 
to practise the next even¬ 
ing, so that if a change is 
required, they will not be 
out'of practice.” The Uta- 
niunx coach. X. Shankaren 
Xutty said that they 
are also finding the 
food served e . prob¬ 
lem . ‘‘since proper south 
Indiatf food Is not avafiable 
here. Look, we had to play 
ivun after ^ day we arrw- 
ed, so we did not get Gm 
prictioe needed in a diHe- 
rent dimate." 

TAILPIECE : AFTER THE 
matdi between Punjab Po- jk 
Hoe and Titanium, narjlodar r 
SinjGi. tha rhdit mrt of the 
former, suffered • haat- 
stroke sad was attended to 
at Gw mini hospital at tha 
Edan Gardens. 



wUh Orkay. The Orkay coach was 
quite satisfied. “Though the game 
was pretty slow, my boys showed 
vast improvement. My medios 
played better. At least they play¬ 
ed to the conditions after the de¬ 
feat at the hands of Premier," said 
Srinivas Salian. 

The first thing Albert Fernando 
said was "My players were not able 
to stand and pl^. It was agonising 
to watch them. The weather played 
the best game. Had we been billed 
for the second match like the ear¬ 
lier one, we would have repeated 
the performance against Mohamme¬ 
dan S.C The first half we domina¬ 
ted, the second they. Our toughest 
man, David D'Souza, couldn’t do 
much. Nor could the forwards. My 
pctt striker Dominic Soares was all 
dressed up for the second half to 
help Jose but when the latter, all 
worked up, said ‘it's too hot’ the 
former didn’t dare to take the field," 
concluded the Vasco coach. 


MOHAMMEDAN AC- 
PREMIER TYRES: 

But all that was said by the 
coach was unnecessary because in 
their noct league match against 
Premier Tyres, Mohammedan 
Sporting were just superb. The 
local team played extremely w’cll 
and scored four times against the 
Kerala champions. 

After the match Amal Datta 
said : Vasco is a better side than 
Premier, having a better concept 
of the game. ’That is why we had 
some trouble against them. But 
this time my forwards displayed 
better moves. Both Debasis Roy 
(in place of Surojit Sengupta, who 
was injured) and David Williams 
stretched and got plenty of chances 
for striking. In the middle Akbar 
played better than Shabbir, creat¬ 
ing gaps and penetrating well. Of 
course, Shabbir helped and both 
are moving well so far as under¬ 
standing is concerned. In the 
middle Prasanta was magnificent. 
Sometime he seemed to be the man 
of the match. Amalraj, too, play¬ 
ed well and created chances. After 
Romen Bhattacharjee replaced 
Shyamal Ghosh, the deep defence 
worked well. Romen has more 
elasticity and covers very well.’’ 

Premier coach Vijayan showed 
no reaction and said: “The for¬ 
wards got no support at all. There 
was no ground passing, only high 
lobs. Dr. B>8heer wanted to play 
a good game but ezcitment got the 
better of him. The same was the 
case with Poulose Jr. In fact, 
Basheer tyas discouraged tor not 
getting ttM ball for the first 20 
minutes. Sturdy Jalbir was also 
oft form. We played miserably. 
Francis played well in the front 
and Poulose Sr. (the two are not 
related) in the rear. Thoujto my- 
goalkeeper Aadrewa concedM tour 
goals, his performance was better 
wan the first outing. 1 have cqn- 
ildence in him. Binhammedan S.C. 
.played vary mdl, and deserved to 


win. But I must give spMial cre¬ 
dit to Prasanta Banerjee and 
•Shabbir. But I have noticed that 
the Calcutta forwards tend to play 
individualistically when it comes to 
scoring ” 

PUNJAB POUCE vs 8ESA 

Luck complrtelv deserted S£SA in 
their match against Punjab Police. 
Ihc Goa team tuugbt with fire and 
practically took the wind off the 
Punjab sail. For must of the thpe. 
particularly in the second half, they 
harried the detcnce of their rivafls 
with almost relentless pressure and 
subiceted the Puniab citadel to a 
barrage of powerlul shots, especially 
liom Prak.i.sti Naik, and had it not 
been tor. the supeil.itivc performance 
bv the Pumab Police custodian, 
.Fhalman Singh, they would not only 
have lo,st the match, it coidd have, 
even been a big maigin. The Punjab 
team, on the other hand, took the 
opportunity when it came to them, 
and quite early in the first half took 
the lead through Sukhvinder Smgh 
who made no mistake after receiving 
a pass from Manjit Singh. Manjit 
was not his usual self, evidently be¬ 
cause the .SKSA defenders kept h 
close vigil on him right through. 
"And that was the mam reason of 
our disappointing performance. Our 
defence also started cracking under 
pressure. If Manjit had played his 
usual game, like he. did. against 
Titanium. I think we wouBd have 
won easily. But one should not ex- 
p(!Ct him to play well every day. 
After all he is g<‘tting old", said the 
Punjab Police coach Gurdev Singh. 

John D’Mello. the SESA coa^. 
said . “.We played better than what 
we had played against Tata. But 
duck was not with us. It was mv 
players who completely dominated 
the show, but they tailed to score. 


TATAS VS TITANIUM: 

The next match gave Tatas the 
shivers as they were billed to play 
against Kerala's 'Titanium at 2 p.m. 
—the last against Sesa was at 4 p m. 
"We really felt the humidity. It 
was exhausting and we played far 
below the previous match level. In 
fact, I made the medi,os m glow.** 
K. Shankaran Kutty. Titanium 
coach, was of the same opinion: 
"It was too hot and we couldn't 
play". 

Tata’s coach continued: “Des¬ 
pite the lead Titanium took 
through their veteran Nazijn- 
uddin, the ball deflective from the 
inner edge of the upright, we did 
not lose confidence. We had the 
^tter of the exchanges and we 
won. In fact, we should have won 
by a bigger margin, when we had 
territorial dominance in the second 
half. Out of the five chances, we 
-got, two should have been goals-- 
Godlnho kicked over from point 
blank range and Melvin Oliver's 
20-yard driye hit fte crosspiece. 
Now we have to tmn over Punjab 
Police to enter the semis." 


VASCO-PREMIER: 

The Vasco-Premier match, which 
the latter won 3-0 was the only one 
marked by frayed tempers especially 
after lemon time. It ended with • 
'red card' story. According to Vasco 
coach Fernando: “In showijig the 
red card, the worst sufferer was 
Jose Fernandes, who was intentio¬ 
nally assaulted by two Kerala plsy- 
ers. Mind you, my players never 
fight. Milan Dutta is not fit to be a 
referee. First he showed the red 
card to Hamza and Thampee but 
replaced one with a yellow card 
against the latter and then Jose and 
continued the match. According to 
international practice, a referee 
cannot change his verdict. He should 
be suspended by the association of 
put into cold storage for six 
months. Then again, why didn’t he 
show the yellow card to 'Thampee 
who was making so many infringe¬ 
ments, dropping Sahabdeen tour 
times? Anyway, we were playing 
and they were scori,ng. AH the 
three goals were due to defence 
lapses." 

But the Premier coach, who waa 
satisfied with his team’s win, said: 
"Jose tried to kick Hamza many 
times and so the latter retaliated. 
Thampee came to tell Jose aome- 
thing but Jose kicked him and vi|ce 
versa. Milan Dutta showed the rM 
cards to both my player but chan¬ 
ged the verdict on 'Thampee. I 
agree this is not allowed and I 
agree with the Vasco coach renr- 
ding this. After the match I fired 
my boys for this incident. 

"About the match, we had better 
territorial dominance, playing to 
the 3-3-4 form formation like Vas¬ 
co. And they functioned well, ea- 
pecially my medios. As my boys 
said, had they played like this 
against Mohammedan S.C. they 
would have done better. I played 
a sweeper back last in 1974 and 
won three all-India trophies", con¬ 
cluded Vijayan. 

MD. SPORTIN&ORKAT: 

Mohammedan S.C. sailed into the 
semi-final with a thumping 4-0 
triumph against bottom-of-the-lad- 
der Orkay in their last Group IV 
league encounter. "My team di4 not 
take it seriously, as they really 
found no obstruction,” said Amal 
Dutta. "I was only wmting vdien 
the team would score. But ^rojit'a 
aosence, and then Debasis Roy’s 
ankle injury, has caused much con¬ 
cern. 1 brought in Mir Sajjad but 
he did not click as he had no match 
fitness. So Denis Williamson waa 
told to do duty. This lad has quality 
but lacks big match temperament. 
When questioned that the team did 
not do as well as against Premier 
Tyres the coach said: “Playing three 
90 minutes matches in. one week is 
very tiring." 

The Orkay coach said; "They 
played well and won. 1 was impre¬ 
ssed with captain Amalraj’s peitor- 
mance. Out of the four sous we 
conceded, Amalraj's was the beat." 



nmiAB MMJCB Tt TATA 


PuiU*b Police by virtue of their 
better goal average entered the 
■emi-finals and await the winners of 
Group J. They played 'safe, relying 
more on defence and when the time 
came went ahead to attadc. But 
Punjab Police's total reliance on 
Manjit Singh was plaiidy evident 
right from the start Whenever a 

E r got the bail, he passed it to 
it who distributed. The tall and 
some former international res¬ 
ponded weU, always breaking the 
meventive cordon around him with 
disdain and setting up chances for 
his colleagues. He created a golden 
opportunity for Sukhvinder Singh 
brt the (latter could not connect the 
ball that Manjit had lobb^ m front 
^ the goal. 

Tata could have entered the semi- 
linal bad Camillo D'Silva got his 
foot in the right place at the right 
time when he received a pass from 
Ganesh Rao on the top of the box. 
and' be bad only tbe goalkeeper to 
beat. He pushed it mildly and Jhal- 
man collected n gleefully. Tbe cross- 
pleoe also stood in between when a 
rasping shot from Ganesh Rao tut 
tbe bar and came back to play, after 
it had completely beaten Jhalman. 
who remained the only custodian, in 
the tournament, so far not to let in 
any goad. 

The Tata hatves, Ganesh Rao and 
veteran Melwyn Oliver tried their 
beat, iHit ther forward proved 
incapable of continuing their good 
work inside the striking zone. “They 
played to an extent, but they did not 
nave the finish”. said the Tata 
coach. K. Mitra. 

Gurdev Singh, the Punjab Police 
coach, said: "We were determined 
not to loose, and to that extent we 
were successful. You must have no¬ 
ticed one thing. Whenever Manjit got 
the ball, no one could take it away 
from him. He kept the baU as long 
as he wanted. Our defenders kept 
the bail out of the penalty box and 
our halves also fell back to help the 
defenders. At least we have reached 
the semi-hnals.” 


8ESA vs TITANIUM 

^ In an inconsequential match. 
SESA defeated TiUmium S'!. This 
was their first and only victory in 
the tournament Titanjum thus com¬ 
pleted their league matches, with no 
point to their credit 

It was, however. Titanium who 
scored first. But once the Goa team 
equalBed. they know no stopping and 
added two more. Play was almost 
dull excepting the Ust quarter of an 
hour when the Go* team tried hard 
to clinch the issue. Kulijayan, the 
Titanium left out, got the ball from 
NijamuMin and beat the SESA cus¬ 
todian with an angular shot Macha¬ 
do, who moved up from the mid- 
field banged in a spectacular goal in 
tbe first half Itself, equalising for 
SESA. Four minutes later, the same 
player put SESA ahead when he put, 
the ImIi in from dose from a flag 
kt^. GokuMas Nagvenkar scored 
the last goal for SESA. 


SUB-JUNIOR NATIONALS 

Assam do weN 


ment, at least so far. But Andhra 
also had their chancea, but they 
seemed to be goal-soy as it had hap¬ 
pened in their fifst match agginst 
Himachal Pradesh. 


H olders i^sAM ajto maha- 

rashtra joined Uttar Pradesh in 
the semi-final from Group 'A and B 
r^pectively. Assam, when they ^at 
Madhya Pradesh 44). and Maharashtra 
by virtue of their drawn encounter 

Knth on ssme OdV< 


Group ‘B’ comprising Maharashtra. 
Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Tripura saw keen competmoa. 
and one had io wait till the last 
match of tbe group, between Maha¬ 
rashtra and Tripura, dedded Wiiich 
team would qualify for the semi-final. 
Maharashtra need^ only a draw to 
qualify while Tripura would have bad 
to win. 


In fact, it was Tripura who got into 
the lead, against the run of play, in 
the fourth minute of tbe first half 
when lOlshnapada Sarkar, their left 
atriker, took a prompt shot from the 
top of the box after receiving a loose 
ball. The Maharashtra boys did not 
give up and continued to attack 
lookiog for the equaliser which would' 
take uem to the semis. They got it 
just two minutes before the final 
whistle when Sayeed Parvez, their 
wiiy right striker, headed in a pass 
froin the right flank. Sayeed was the 
brain behind all- the moves and had it 
not been for the Tripura stopper 
Sankarprasad Majumdar, who was 
outstanding with bis anticipation and 
tough tackling, Sayeed could have 
scored more goals. 


Maharashtra beat Andhra Pradesh 
by a solitary goal in tneir hrst match. 
Ram Gavand scored beating the on- 
rusnuig custodian after receiving a 
pass from Akheel Answari — it was 
perhaps tbe best goal of the tourna- 

I 

Tapati Outta (8) on thf way to 
refiister the tint hat-tnek of the 
tournament 



In their next match, Maharashtra 
accounted for Himacoal Pradesn 34). 
It was again Sayeed who opened the 
account in toe initial stage m the first 
half. TUey scored again in the 52nd 
minute when left .out Ram Gavand 
capitalised on an inviting centre from 
medio Akheel Answari. four minutea 
later. Thomas Castedno completed 
the tally wich a naping shot from toe 
top ot the box. 

Tripura started on a mediocre note 
when they drew their atu match 
against Andhra Pradesn. Tue matco 
failed to produce any iliie toougn 
Andnra Praoesa were unlucky odoe 
as P. Suduaxar Rao’s shot hit toe 
crosspiece. But toe Tripura boya 
came into their e>emeuts in tneir 
next game, against Himachal ftadeso, 
whom tuey beat V-u. in a fast game, 
Tripura led 2-4) at \he interval. But 
after me interval, tuey compieiely 
swept aside their opponent ano scored 
hve more goais. Dilip Sarkar, (3) 
Babul Nanny, (2) and Subal 
Das. (2) were the scorers. Eaco had 
a chance to score a hat-trick, but 
famed. 

R etaining four of the play- 

ers wno bad helped them win 
tbe title last year, and coscued by 
former international, A. Laid. Assam 
began their quest to retain tbe title 
against Railways. In woat was per¬ 
haps the tougoest game of the tour¬ 
nament. Assam managed to level the 
score lew minutes belore tbe nnai 
wtusile. Toat Assam was successful 
was more due to tne tauit ot tue 
Railway players, who took defensive 
tactics after Arun Mahato, their right 
striker had put them auead. Tney 
began to soy away from tne tough 
tacKiiogs of the robust and weli-buiit 
Assam boys and uliimavely concened 
a goal, scored by Birbanaour Cttei-ry. 

Assam were again lucky in their 
second maicb against Kerala, wnen 
tMy scored a goai compicteiy against 
m run ot play, it was tne KeraUa 
boys woo dominated tue proceedings, 
but tuey. aiso, smed away irotn toe 
tough tacklings ol the Assam boys. 
Inteiiigenily they played aiong the 
ground, trying to avoid toe strong 
wind whicn was blowing across the 
ground. Some of their players, espe¬ 
cially right striker C. C. Antony and 
left-half E. Staarasudeen were really 
outstanding. But. it is the goals that 
ultimately count and Assam got that 
through th^ir right out, Romin San- 
gnma. 

Employing tbe tough, hibandrmn 
football, Assam complete their en¬ 
gagement when they trounced 
Madhya Pradesh 44), Tapan Dutta 
netting the last three to regiater the- 
fint hat-trick of the tournmnent 
Earlier. Senen Muehehery had soorad 
the iirM goeL 1 

SARAJIT DEB. Calcutta. 


NMnONAL kABADbi 

Punjab's 
'Bruce Lee' 
sets a trend 

ACHINTYA SAHA returns 
from AUeppey , and tells 
SUBHASH SAROAR that 
the 2dth championships 
marked the emergence of 
a, brand of kabaddi players 
that could change the very 
approach to the sport. 

T hi: ground was not up to 

tbe mark. CoDcUtiuos wore taut 
and humid. It waa very exhausting, 
but stial the 600 odd players from'29 
men and 17 women’s teams fougnt 
intensely without showing any hint 
ol their ebbing stamina. Toe 28tfa 
Kabaddi Nationals (April 16 to 20) at 
Alleppy produced a very high stand¬ 
ard ot technique. 

This tournament found a ‘Biucu 
Lee' in the immacuUate Balwinder 
Singh of Punjab. This ever-smiiing 
stout Punjab police personnel wnu 
had shown oomraendable cool 
throughout the meet, was the cyno¬ 
sure of ail eyes. Even his teammates 
and officials were dazed by his per¬ 
formance. Balwinder was too fast for 
anybody — even for the Indian cap¬ 
tain bantaram Yaoav. who had this 
to comment : “His performance has 
made me forget the game.’’ His wav 
oi raiding had the touch of the 
martial art and. with consummate 
ease, he obtained points witnout 
hurting his antis. In fact, he did not 
care tor the existence of any of bis 
antis or raiders. The 22-year-old po¬ 
liceman entered tbe opponents’ court 
with a loud cant. His penetration 
often made many retreat. And at tbe 
time of struggle, it was found that 
his pivotal rotation with toe perfect 
centre of gravity of his body enabled 
him to come to his own court leisure¬ 
ly. It was Punjab all the way. And 
this was the first time that the dark 
horse of tbe Nationals laid bare the 
so<alled supremacy of the Maharasb- 
tra men. beating them 21*4 in the 
semidlaais. The victors had displayed 
perfect skUl and power. The unbeat¬ 
en Pool *B’ champions Punjab then 
crushed debutants Services 22-16^ 

Whin was tbe secret behind Pun¬ 
jab’s dasrilng victory? First, most of 
'tne players who panidpatad bad 
been heidMl la . the last three Nation- 
ab. Mostly belonging to Punjab 
PidioB, these players came under the 
direct care of toa State. They were 
nivea Inteaaive training for one 



Women's Kabaddi ehamviona, fienpai .tnopped on their arrivai at Howrah 
station 


-vholc year, in one place — they ate 
together, trained together and itav- 
ed together wHbout any outside inter¬ 
ference. Their dedication and that ot 
the State associatkni secretary 1*. P. 
Singh, saw them through. Mr. Singh 
promised Rs. 1000 to each player it 
(be team won and they, on their 
part, kept their promise of emerging 
(Victors. Then they were very parti¬ 
cular about the food. The food that 
was served during the tournament 
was vegetarian. And to give them 
extra energy, the pla.yers consumed 
at least 10 kg grapes after Uieir 
meals. And this is no exaggeration. 

It MabarashUa. the unbeaten 
Pool ‘A* cnampions, want to regain 
the glory they should change tbe 
their approach to tbe game after 
what they had seen from Punjab. 
Again, the way their pool runners-up 
Services made their sensational de¬ 
but has set sport lovers thinking. The 
upset ol the champions for the 
past two .years was followed by 
another, when runners-up Steel 
Hams tailed to qualify for the 
knock-out stage. Their miserable per- 
tormance could largely be attributed 
to their lack of team spirit though 
individual p«>tcntials were better 
than what they were in the last 
Nationals. The Indian Railways top¬ 
ped Pool ‘D’. followed by Karnataka.. 
Railways met their Waterloo, in the 
semis, at the bands of another insti- 
tutionai debutants Service-s 11-12, des¬ 
pite tbe experience they bad. 


Pool ‘C’ saw Madhya Pradesh on 
ip. but MP failed to find a berth in 
le aemis. And Bengal, composed rt 
iwoomers, as all the bwt potentials 
ere grabbed by institutnns like tbe 
fcT, Railways and Steel Plants, per- 
nrmed encouragingly, winning tour 

.»r 4.|,> aiv ■- -— 


Lika their matte counterparts, toe 
Manarasntra women, winners for 
a times including the last puple ol 
)ears, gof the shock of their Ifie 
vben debutants Indian Railwa.vs de- 
:eated them 14B in their Pool A 
eague encounter. Although the re¬ 


igning oeamps qualihed for the 
knockout, it was quite a depleted 
Side a.s the Raiiwa.vs inducted most 
of tbe stalwarts. Manipur, who finish¬ 
ed second to Andhra Pradesh in 
Pool ‘B’. could have done better had 
they the services of three good play¬ 
ers who were unable to go to Alleppy 
due to their examinations. To an ex¬ 
tent the Punjab women’s team dM 
well to top their Pool ‘C’ unbeaten, 
but were unfortunate not to make 
the semis, while West Bengal, under 
the able leadertoip of Monika Nath, 
made a clean sweep of their pool *D’ 
league ties. They played with deter- 
niinatioii and confidence, and showed 
wonderful team spirit. With that 
mood, they took on the defending 
champions Maharashtra in the semi- 
liiials. Both played a defensive game, 
but due to better teamwork and finer 
skill, Bengal edged out Maharashtra 
2-1. The last time Bengal bad beaten 
them was in the 1976 Bangaime 
Nationals. In the other semi-final. 
Raiiwa.YS won a close match against 
Andhra 6-4 to meet Bengal. 

The disciplined people oi Attlepwey 
whose sporting gesture is woitli 
mention, got their money’s worth, 
when the Bengal raiders snatched 
points right from the beginning and 
at one time the score was i2-nil. 
However. Railways, who had humbl¬ 
ed mighty Maharashtra in their pool 
match, managed two points as a sav¬ 
ing grace and lost 2-12 to finish 
nmners-up. It was a tremendous 
achievement for the debutants! 

Meanwhile, the Amateur Kabaddi 
Federation of India elections sche¬ 
duled to be held was deferred to 
August next. Tbe reasem is best 
known to tbe genera] secretary. But 
all the Kerns in the agenda ot the 
annual general meeting were carried 
out smoothly, only toe elections, 
were adjourned. In the meeting, it 
was decided that the 29th Naticmals 
will be staged in Maharashtra. Ihe 
AKi'I chief official said that the 
programme of activities included the 
invitation of a Pakistan team to play 
‘Tests’ against India tois year. 



QUADRANGULAR HOCKEY 

Bodhi, Surjit 
blame umpires 

<<|N DEFEAT ONE SUFFERS, BUT 

1 I have returned a happy and 
contended inan." This was said bv 
Inoiia hockey captain Surjit SiuKh 
hours after hi.s ixdurn from Kuala 
Euinpur. In hi.s Hist interview alter 
toe guadraiiKular hockey touruament 
held tneie recenllv Suijit .Singh told 
iiporl!,world that he was happv vvitb 
the performance of his team, espe¬ 
cially the youngsters. India had been 
able to show the world, what Indian 
hockey actually is It was only due 
to bad uiiipiiring that India finished 
third, in thi' four nation tournament. 

In the Hr.st nuitch, against Pakis¬ 
tan, India was able to conviiue their 
opponents that they still pissed a 
problem for them. But for the bad 
umpiring, the whole complexion of 
the game womld have been changed. 
And it wa.s nut for nothing that the 
speclators protested after the match 
was over. 

All this seems correct for almost 
all the Malaysian papers has also 
said the same thing. Fur instana', 
the Star Sport says; ‘At the TPCA 
stadium, the Indian hockey showed 
patcJies of their former brilliance. 
Finally in K.iusliik. M. Shahid. M. 


Fernandes and Jaffar Iqbal. India 
have found forwards capable of cut¬ 
ting through the Pakistan might. In¬ 
dia's 1-3 defeat is not a reflection of 
their positive pflay, especially in the 
second half. Had it not been for um¬ 
pire Tan Pitts’ strange decisions and 
just 'bad luck for India, it would 
have been closer’. 

Another piece in the same paper 
throws more light on the nature of 
the game the two countries played. 
'Despite a sluggish uneven ground 
and poor umpiring, Pakistan and In¬ 
dia entertained about 5,000 spectators 
to bright hockey. India were unlucky 
to lose 1-3, having had to bear the 
brunt of the poor umpiring'. How 
ever, the paper also brought forth 
the chinks in the Indian forward line 
and said that it lacked Pakistan's 
liiiish. which meant the difference 
between victory and defeat. About 
the iimpii’ing, the paper wrote: 
■Sometimes it happens. The umpire 
IS not always right. Thi-s was the case 
at the TI'CA stadium where the In¬ 
dia-Pakistan game was marred by 
some very questionable calls There 

no doubt that poor umpiring spoi 
led what could have been a splendid 
game! Even the Pakistani officials 
agreed that thei umpiring was not up 
to the mark’. The Star quoted Pakis¬ 
tani manager, Khalid Mchmood: ‘In¬ 
dia at times played better than us. 
On this pitch, India could have won’. 

Referring to Mohammed Shahid’s 
award of the Player of the Tourna¬ 
ment, Surjit said: “It looks so hear 
teiiuig and encouraging to find an 
Indian player so acclaimed at the 
international level. I hope that in a 


couple of years. Shahld woul^ be¬ 
come one of the best pla.versJ’ 

pOACH GURCHARAN SINGH BO- 
W dhi. when contacted said; 

‘Though we could not bring any 
happy news for the countrymen, .yet 
the team which was' assembled and 
trained for onily 15 days performed 
to my satisfaction.” Bodhi thought 
that the camp at Chandigarh for the 
preparation of the 1975 World Cup 
was the best because it spanned for 
about three months, in which the 
Punjab Goveminent spent a huge 
amount of money. 

Coining to the player of the tour¬ 
nament, coach Bodhi said that dur¬ 
ing the Patiala camp, no one had 
imagined that Shahid would give- 
such an extraordinary performance. 
Close to Shahid, was the Pakistan 
goal-keeper Qamar Zia. who boldly 
faced the Indian onslaught. He said 
that in a few days he would submit 
the report, but if he is asked by 
anyone for some additional! informa¬ 
tion, he would giladly give it. 

Bodhi also complimented the 
pla.yers for their good behaviour on 
and off the field. 

The team was moulded like a mili¬ 
tary unit. He also said that hence- 
lorth the IHF should include a doc¬ 
tor III the squad. For instance, Mer- 
vyn Fernandez suffered from food 
poisoning. -He disclosed that he had 
not received any information so far 
regarding the hockey camp at Ban¬ 
galore. 

HARBANS SINGH VIRDI 


We shouldn't 
have gone 

PAbBIR SINGH 


I , FOB ONE, WOULD HAVE 
bMa nappy had onr team not 
cone to Kuala Lumpur. What was 
the charm after oitr drubbings at 
Lahore, especially when we knew 
about, our standards Moreover, 
onht tour teams went to partidr 
,pate. Did anyone —> inchidiM my- 
setf-^expected onr ill-treated 
team to do any better than flaish- 
ing third in the tournament ? 
What use frittering away our 
v' ^etgtea in sending the team and 
: in the procese treating them the 
way we did? it would have been 
better bed we. iii eU earnest, coo-. 
.;!^»traled oh mendfaifll the valuable 
^, '1^ sh l«s); in preparing eur boys 
. Itaiuuidli; rc«ttiar lystemetic cqaai- 
' log |w. toekeoitoPir Obm^es. ' 

'.■iv'lUtsjte be lraiil(.lit'ae 
^•littr'.tiiiss, rm 
. oT^^eluv diowinit, Mi^ 

. ,l%ret of atL. ibens are .»o 



for selection of plajFers- There¬ 
fore. our eelactore ace consistmitly 
inoonsistent in eelectibn. This. Sit- 
happening for ebopt g demdi 
now. . " 


Obviously, there la a need for 
improving the things la «U depar^ 
mats. ^«ng>tena ptenaing wfU 
have to he uadertekeASr^^ieroi 
Piun^ rasuRlag in hmRUgrd.. 

selection. Sii^' pranki 
mora^ tho players, is 
people who toad to Idae tL 

-*® .y*’" 'A# fir- eg“ia> 

terest m the gome U i- 

regret to find Uutt . the 
ttuae. hawHy 

orowd In w own Repji 

Trophy match would 
better enn^ than a- 
aatipoaL tbie imi^t 
to the advent Nf 
bwo, jCanii Dev. 
net popular 

parttculhr jfa 
to hriait ~ 





\ I saggeat changing the 

Metionab should he dirldedl^ 
three parts. To start 
duaieer-toaliats M the. Cutt^ 
Nationais ^lould be grouped toito- 
ther. The pre-quarter-Anabata Ip 
division aiM the real hi 
the lost div Say dfVldeh A, 

B ondC. If^pexflitatlaagL ^:'- 
w ahoold be ielegpfM't«l 8.ded^' 
iwlse 8*8 to a ‘Ehiaii * 
mid conttoao whidl-wc 
oompetiliye solriL, 
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Sportspeople 


Bhowmik retires 

tV\%TaS.H I CAME TO PLAY IN 
VV Calcutta, I didn’t announce mv 
arrival. 1 don't sec any reason whv 
I staould declare niv retirement,” 
Subhas Bhoumik, the stormy petrel 
of Calcutta football, said conversa- 
tionally just before the Federation 
Cup commenced in Calcutta. BhOMr- 
mik, who last played for East Bengal 
in the 1979 .season, did not turn up 
for (H'actice 

Subhas Bhowmik came to Calcutta 
from north Bengal in 1966, enrolling 
in Cbetla Boys School. His first stint 
in*top>levcl football was with Spoi- 
ting Union, a first division side. But 
he came into prominence after he 
signed .up for Rajasthan A.C. He pro¬ 
vided a rare instance, in the Sixties 
of a player irom a club other than 
the ‘Big Three’, to be selected for 
the Bengal team to play in the Natio¬ 
nals. 


He was recruited by East Bengal in 
the late Sixties, from where he swit¬ 
ched to Mohuii Bagan. He went back 
again to East Bengal in 1973, after 
a row with Mohun Ragan olfidals and 
stayed there for four years. Then he 
switched back again to the maroon 
and green, only to go over, in 1979. 
to East Bengal. In his chequered 
career. Bhowmik dazzled spectators 
and opponents alike with his body 
swerves, his tremendous thrust and 
bullet-like shots. He is the only play¬ 
er. in recent times, who functimied 
equally well as striker and flankman. 

A temperamental star from the 
very start, his quick bursts of temper 
equalled his sudden switch to cool 
gentlemanliness. “1 have no regrets. 
Football has served me well. And. I 
feel, 1 have also served the game to 
the best of mv abilities. I have al¬ 
ways wanted to play the game in the 
spirit of the game.” This is borne 
oit by many incidents. Also, his for¬ 
titude and his confidence in himself 
has always been evident. ”I didn't 
mind Manash Bhattacharjee getting 
to be first choice in Mohun Bagan. 1 
worked hard and earned my bei^ in 
the Mohun Bagan team again.” 


Bhowmik has a lot of memories, 
mme ve^ good, some not savoury, 
lliese clubs have a wa.v of life. For 
example, the atmosphere in Mi^un 
I is unrivalled. That is the only 
club in the dty to whidi one can go 
“ ewnlngs and spend time 
casually. The atnioaphera in East 
Mngal was different There was 
always a sense of dedicatfon, a ques¬ 
tion or do or die. 


“But 1 feel ihit when you have 
played in these two dubs, you can’t 
opt for any othar--«ven if it meang 
IM wodc^Mits. last sweat and less 
^cem i^t one’s midriff. So 
It’s ioadbya.” 


A CENTURY WITH A DIFFERENCE 



‘GUY THE GORILLA’ OPENS HIS ACCOUNT, the first of his one huXidt 
ed bottl^ of champagne (in London on April J5) which he won as the 
7th Playboy’s Victoria Club Champagne Century Ateard. Botham had won 
the awai'd an February 6 with a magnificent century at the Melbourne 
Cricket ground durmg Erwland’s Atutrahan tour. The award is presented 
each season to the first England cricketer to score a century tn a Test 
series. Botham travelled all the way from Somerset to London to receive 
his b^tles of bubbly.' 





LEARNING CHESS : Chess Grandmaster Victor Korchnoi, right, receives instructions m the art of Shogi- 
Japanese Chess — by two of Japan’s leading players, Acno ierutchi (left) and Awaji Hitoshige (backiirovnd) 
in. London. The ftxrl m the centre is acting as timekeeper. Shogi is played in Japan, and professional players 
use a traditional board, such as the one shown here valued at $ 50.000. 

RUGBY ACTION : Fiji’s Capt. Rupeni Ravonu (right) charges at Scotland’s wing forward Mike Biggar from 
behind in the final of the intematianal seven-a-side rughy championship played on a muddy, water-logged 
pitch in Hong Kong. The Fijians, who were champions in 1977 and 1978, took the title for the third time by 
edaina Scotland’.^ CoOotimwts 12-ft. 









EXCESS SOUVENIRS : Dan Johnson sits besides some 
of the Olympic souvenirs manufactured by his plastic 
company m Chicago. Johnson heads 35 companies that 
he says have lost $ 6.4 million due to the proposed 
Olympic boi/colt. The companies are seeking reimburse¬ 
ment from the US Government. 



RECORD : American Gray Wells during his world 
motorbike jump record of 53 metres at Colder Raceway, 
Melbourne. 


LONGEST JUME : Fogwell skids along the ground with his mangled bike, after breaking the world record for 
the l/mgest motorbike jump ... but it wasn’t official ___ 












PUSKAS 
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^ ' TOUNS PUBKAB HAB 
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I OAMf • • AND m HAD OOMf INTO 
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1. 912 for 8 (declared) 1^ Holkar vs 
Madras at Indore (194&-46). 

2. 22 by Southern Punjab vs North* 
ern fndla at Amritsar (1934-35). 

3. B. B. NImbalkar of Maharashtra 
who scored 443 n.o. against 
Kathiawar at Poona In 1948-49. 

4. Two — V. S. Hazare of Baroda 
who scored 127 and 162 vs 
Maharashtra at Poona (1944-45), 
130 and 101 vs Holkar at Baroda 
(1949-50) and P. Roy of Bengal 
who scored 170 and 143 against 
Orissa at Cuttack (1953-54), 112 
and 118 against Hyderabad at 
Calcutta (1662-63). 

5. N. J. Contractor of Qujarat who 
scored 152 and 102 n.o. against 
Baroda at Baroda in 1952-53. 

6. R. S. Modi of Bombay who scored 
1,008 runs In 1944-45. 

7. 8. Venkatraghavan of Tamil Nadu 
with 58 wickets In 1972-73. 

8. S. P. Qupte of Rajasthan who 
took IS for 104 against VIdarbha 
at Nagpur In 1962-63. Earlier, in 
1955-56, P. Chatterjee of Bengal 
claimed an equal number of 
wickets for 109 against Madhya 
Pradesh at Calcutta, 1955-56. 

9. J. S. Rao of Services achieved 
the feat against Northern Punjab 
at Amritsar In 1963-64. 

10. V. B. Ranjana of Maharashtra 
achlaved the feat against Sau- 
raahtra at Poona in 105B-S7. 
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Bridge 


■ Boris Schapifo 

The third question in the Christmas Quiz, 
in which competitors were ashed to 
piece possible answers in order of merit, 
was as follows: 

<3) With North-South vulnerable the 
bidding goes; 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 




1 NT (12 14 




points) 

dble 

pdSS 

2 0 

pass 


7 

South holds 

4 A K o J 7 

A A K b 

0 042 

4 K 7 

In what order ol meiit do you place the 
(ollowiny calls 2 NT, 3 NT. three- 
diamonds, three spades, tour-spades7 
Answer. 3 NT, 2 NT. toui spades, three 
diamonds, three spades This is not an 
easy problem in the sense that any one 
ot the five possiole answers could be 
right However, on balance, I leel that it is 
right to push throe spades to the bottom 
of the list, closely followed by three- 
diamonds T here are so many hands 
where partner will simply pass in spite 
of holding the odd card or two that will 
make game possible. Equally any direct 
plunge to game could prove wrong. 
Partner’s bidding has suggested that 
he has a distinctly weak hand with long 
diamonds and he is unlikely to do any¬ 
thing constructive unless South takes 
violent action Four spades has certain 
merit but as partner is sure to be short 
ot high cards it is likely that the defence 
can score an early ruff in diamonds. 
I feel that a no-trump game is the most 
promising chance but it is close whether 
3 NT or 2 NT is the best choice. Being 
an aggressive player by nature. I would 
settle for 3 NT. I am fully prepared to 
admit that 2 NT may work out better. 

This was the fourth question- 
(4) At game all the bidding goes 


SOUTH 

WEST NORTH 

EAST 



2y 

pass 

3 NT peas 


pass 

pees dble 

pats 

pass 

South holds: 

pass 

4 3 7632 
y 10 2 

0 K 10 9 4 2 



♦ 6 

and has to lead. After partner's double 
(presumably Lightner and suggesting 
that he might defeat the contract if 
South finds an unusual lead) there is no 
question ot pushing out a trump or one of 
partner's suit. He has expressly asked 
us to do something else. With the choice 
lying between spades and diamonds and 
expecting partner to be able to score a 
luff in one of these suits (for why else 
should he double? If he has got two 
natural trump tricks it doesn't really 
matter what we lead). I would choose a 
low spade. 

It my partner knows what he is doing and 
I have struck his void we should defeat 
the contract. But if I have guessed the 
wrong suit, my holding in diamonds may 
still produce a trick in its own right anci, 
should my partner have been void in 
diamonds, failure to lead the suit may 
not prove to be fatal. 


Chess 


Peler 

Somewhere the practical player must 
draw the line between a wholesome deter¬ 
mination to win and throwing objectivity 
lo the winds. To err too far on the one 
side brings caution and the teridency to 
draw; to err too far on the other brings 
many painful disasters - games lost 
through excessive optimism and subjec¬ 
tivity. The danger is perhaps at its worst 
when you are Black and adopt a counter 
gambit in order to seize the initiative as 
soon as possible. In strictly objective 
terms you are already getting 'out of step’; 
for the second player has no right to 
expect to take White's prerogatives away 
from him at the outset. The following 
game illustrates what may happen to 
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INOiANO i 

Cioyfon 

"I hear you're spontdred by a tooHtpaste fkm.” 


Black when Bt^nga oti ytitkifi W i 
circumstances. He fries to Improve' 
play in a critical line of the Hennio- 
Schara Gambit and quickly Onds his 
position reduced to ruins. 

White: Mts VMinbaalii Black: Keanetii 
Maasare. Ouean'a Gambit Oaclined, Tarraach 
'Defence. (Potter Memorial Tournament, 1074- 
76.) 

« e-04.p.<Mi ■ p-OM.e-Ks 

S KI-CNn,e-QM| 4 ■rxP, ■PKIP 

Normal is 4... KP x P, leading to situations with 
an isolated OP and attendant complications. 

S OkP. Kt-OB3; S 0-«f, Pal* 

7 OaP. B>Ot; S 
S 0-91, MB-KS.O'-Kt 

11 B-KS,S-S-t: It S-S, P-KKt4K 
Black has freedom tor his pieces and a handy 
lead in development as compensation tor the 
pawn sacrificed. However the advance of the 
KKiP seem.s to achieve little apart from weak¬ 
ening the long black diagonal. 

11 B-QKU... 

This thrust has much more bite than Black's. 
The pawn has to be accepted, and then White 
has two open attacking files. 

13 ... B a KM* 

Taking with the Knight is possibly belter. 

14 Q-Kta, KR-Nt1:1S R-Ktl, B-KBS 
ISR-KU, B-K3; 1TQ-Bt,Q-B4 

Messere had hoped to reach equality after the 
exchange ot Queens, but the weak spots in his 
position still make themselves felt in the end 
game. 

13 Kt-KMI. 0x0: ItRxO. K-KM 
,33 B-Kt2, Kt-03 

20 , . . B - K2 ottered more chances. 

» P-ORl. B-K3; 2tB-03,Kt-B3 
33 KKI-04. . . 

While's domination ol this square is ol decisive 
significance 

21...KtxKt;' 34BxKI.RxB 

tSKtxR, BxP; 33 R-Ktl, K-R1 

37 Kt-K0, B-K3; 33 Kt-BTcb, K-Ktl 
StKlxB.PxKt; a3B-R3,P-Ka 
31 R - B3, Resigns 

Competition 0413. Solution next week. 

Black 

'^mjm 

MtM M iii 

mtmtm ■ 

■ HI 4 S 


r 


Ml. 


White 

Black lo play. How did the game finish ? Grade 3 
(medium). 

Prizes of £S for the first three correct solullons. 
Send yours, on a postcard, to Chess Competition 
G413, The Surfday Times, t2 Coley Street, 
London WC9B BYT, tyi February 2. 

BotaHon to B3tt CAMiMM- Tjrtor, Maw 
gate. inq. (IrSff^/gtolPOi^rNg/ 
SPSM/3R1/l»P101^/3RK-Bnilto to ptayj 

Alekhina proved that White can win aa followa: 
33 0-B3ch. R(B1)-B3 (not 38 . . . B-K4,- 
40Kt-B3chl);40Kl-K4ch, BxR;4t BxBch. 
K-Rl; 420xRch, RxO: 43 R-KtBch. Biach 
raaignad. since after 43... K x R; 44 K x Rch, 
K - B1: 46^1 X 0. I* 4 1 46 K - Kt3 the andlng 
is easy lor White. 

‘^ m bio i w Ng I393ii Soluflofi next weak. 

1. Saitoar iVeaaiaehd ieituna, 1333).. 

ttBktbl/f g|R3/3M/4fNIC/7B/3p4/t/i > 6 

whlto mant 3 M aalu ) 

yvhila to play and mate in five movaa. 




lplPlkll/1ptMN/fllimgfa« 
talwg^f R-KSCiuozwang);(a) 1 ...BxKI; 
2 R-K4: (b)1 . .. BxR; 3 Kt-83; (e) t . . . 
Kt-Be;aKt-B6:(d)1 , .. KtxKt;3R-03: 
(a) 1 . .. KtxR; 2 8-K6: (f) t . . . KxP; 2 
p^08«0:(B)1...KxRj28-Ki1. 
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IBnir favourite 




LONGER LIFE I 
BETTER PERItlRMANCE! 
EASIER RIDE! 



Longtr lift: For Roadstor 98 
Dunlop utas a natw, radically im< 
provad robbar Compound-Formula 
99, for longer traad waar. longtr 
lift. Making it toughar than a«tr 
bafora. 

StronatrbMd: Roadttar99’t 
now, rainforcad band antwaa 
batlar porformanca in today's 
tough conditions. 


From the people who alweys 
give you the best in tyres. 
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